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O    F 

CONGRESS- 

Wednesday,  January  T,  1777. 

RESOLVED, 

THAT  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of 
fecret  cuircfpondcnce  ;  they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  150  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war ;  they 
to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  lieutenant  colonel  Baylor, 
v  one  of  general  Wafhington's  aids  de  camp,  who  brought  the 
difpatches  from  general  Washington  read  yefterday,  was  at 
the  door,     - 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Baylor  being  accordingly  admitted, 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  late  aftion  at  Trenton,  and- 
withdrew. 

Refolved,  That  a  horfe  properly  caparifoned  for  fervice  be 
prefented  t©  lieutenant  colonel  Baylor,  and  that  he  be  re- 
commended to  general  Wafhington  to  be  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  regiment  of  light  horfe  ;  and  that  he  rank 
with  colonel  Sheldon,  lately  appointed  to  the  like  command, 
faving  to  colonel  Sheldon  any  preference  which  arifes  from 
the  fenior  date  of  his  commiffion. 

Refolved,  That  18.79  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Walter 
Stewart,  for  his  expences  in  going  to  Peek's- Kill  with  dif- 
patches for  general  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  all  the  prifoners  now  in  the  town  of  Balti- 
more be  fent  under  a  guard  to  Lancafter  in  Pennfylvania, 
and  there  clofely  confined  in  the  flockaded  fort  erefted  for 
Vol,.  III.  A  fecuring 
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fecuring  prifoners  ;  and  that  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to 
the  committee  of  infpeclion  of  Lancafler  not  to  permit  any 
perfon  to  converie  with  them  except  in  the  prefence  of  the 
officer  of  the  guard. 

That  the  committee  of  infpecTion  of  Baltimore  be  requeft- 
cd  to  fend  the  prifoners  under  guard  to  Lancafler,  and  deliver 
them,  with  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution,  to  the  committee 
of  that  borough. 

An  intercepted  letter  from  Patrick  Tonyn,  governor  of 
Ea-l  -Florida,  to  the  right  honorable  lord  George  Germaine, 
dated  St.  Auguftine,  19th  July,  1776,  being  laid  before 
Congrefs, 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  preiident  and 
council  of  the  Mate  of  Georgia  by  the  prefident  of  Con- 
prefs,  inclofing  a  copy  of  the  faid  intercepted  letter,  re- 
Commending  to  the  faid  prefident  and  council  that  they 
proceed  immediately  to  apprehend  and  fecure  George  Mac- 
kintosh, and  take  fiich  other  effectual  meafures  as  they 
ihall  judge  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    January  2,     1777. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Irving,  a  prifoner  of  war  now 
in  Baltimore,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying 
that  he  be  fet  at  liberty  or  allowed  to  proceed  on  his  return 
to  Carolina,  agreeable  to  a  permiffion  granted  him  by  gover- 
nor Trumbull. 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  Thomas  Irving  be  permitted  to 
proceed  to  South-Carolina,  under  his  prefent  parole,  to  be 
when  he  arrives  there  under  the  direction  of  governor  Rut- 
ledge,  or  the  executive  power  of  that  ftate. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that  the 
Lexington  was  arrived  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  with  a  num- 
ber of  failors  (prifoners)  and  a  French  gentleman  who  was 
come  to  offer  his  fervice  to  Congrefs, 

Refohed,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  cafe  of  failors  taken  prifoners,  and 
report  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  French  gentleman  arrived  in  the  Lexington  be 
referred  for  examination  to  general  Gates. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  colonel  Antil 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  colonel  Samuel  Patterfon,  at  Chrifliana 
Bridge,  be  avithorifed  to  mutter  fach  companies  of  colonel 

Haz  en's 
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Hazen's  battalion  as  (hall  march  by  that  place  in  their  way 
to  Philadelphia  ;  and  to  deliver  to  fuch  companies  as  many 
arms  as  they  may  have  occafiop  for: 

That  Mr.  Robert  Dill  be  appointed  paymafter  to  eolone' 
Hazen's  battalion. 

Refolvtd,  That  Mr.  Serjeant  and  Mr.  Wolcott  be  added  to 
the  marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  the  members  from 
New-Jerfey  and  Connecticut,  who  are  abfent. 

Refohedy  That  genera]  Waftrington  be  directed  to  propofe 
an  exchange  of  the  fix  Heffian  field  officers  taken  at  Trenton 
for  general  Lee. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    January  3,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  59th  from  general  Washington  at  New- 
town, and  one  of  the  30th  and  31ft  December  from  MeiT. 
Morris,  Clymer,  and  Walton,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  latter  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Kennon  ;  and  that  two  members  be 
added  to  that  committee,  and  that  they  meet  and  proceed  on 
the  bufinefs  and  report  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  poffible  : 

The  members  added,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  major  Ottenderf  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  delegates  from  Connecticut  produced  the  credentials 
of  their  re-appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Connecticut.  At  a  General  aiTembly  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  in  Ame- 
rica, holden  at  New-Haven  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  Octo- 
ber, anno  o'omini  1776, 

"  Refolded  by  this  affembly,  That  Roger  Sherman,  Sa- 
muel Huntington,  Eh'phalet  Dyer,  Oliver  Wokott,  Richard 
Law  and  William  Williams,  .efquires,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed,  delegates  to  rcprufent  this  ftate  at  the 
General  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  in  America  for  the 
year  enfuing :  and  until  new  be  chofen,  any  or  either  of 
them  who  lhad  be  prefent  in  faid  Congrefs  are  hereby  fully 
authorifed  and  impowered  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in-'faid 
Congrefs;  to  confult,  advife  and  reiolve  upon  meafures 
neceflary  to  be  taken  and  purfued  for  the  defence,  ffecurify 
and  prefervaticn  of  the  1  ights  and  liberties  of  the  faid  United 
States,  and  for  ,their  common  fafety.  And  of  fuch  their 
proceedings  and  refolves  they  do  tranfmit  authentic  Copies 
from  time  to  time  to  the  General  Affembly  of  this  ftate. 
"  A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

"  George  Wylivs,  fecretary," 
.A  2  ■  Rcjdved, 
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Refolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  propofc 
and  conclude  with  general  Howe  an  agreement,  whereby 
tbofe  who  are  or  may  be  made  prifoners  by  the  enemy  may  be 
fupplied  with  provifions  and  other  neceflaries,  at  the  expence 
or  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved,  That  general  Waihington  be  defired  to  offer  In 
exchange,  one  of  the  Heffian  field  officers  lately  taken,  for 
colonel  Ethan  Allen. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Jofeph 
Trumbull,  efquire,  commifiary-general,  the  fum  of  300,000 
dollars,  by  an  order  on  fuch  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
loan-ofHces  in  New-England  as  mall  be  in  cam  at  the  time, 
of  the  draught ;  the  faid  commiffary-general  to  be  account- 
able. 

[_Note.~\  The  president  drew  an  order  in  favour  of  colonel 
Trumbull, 

On  the  commifiioner  of  Maflacbufetts-Bsy,  150,000  dollars, 
On  the  commifiioner  of  Connecticut,  150,000  dollars. 


300,000 

Whereas  Congrefs  hath  received  information  that  the 
honorable  Richard  Stockton,  efquire,  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
a  member  of  this  Congrefs,  hath  been  made  a  prifoner  by  the 
enemy,  and  that  he  hath  been  ignominioufly  thrown  into  a 
common  jail,  and  there  detained  ; 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafliington  be  directed  to  make 
immediate  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  this  report,  and  if  he 
finds  reafon  to  believe  it  well  founded,  that  he  fend  a  flag 
to  general  Howe,  remonitrating  againit  this  departure  from 
that  humane  procedure  which  has  marked  the  conduct  of 
thefe  Mates  to  prifoners  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands  ; 
and  to  know  of  general  Howe  whether  he  chufes  this  fliall 
be  the  future  rule  for  treating  all  fuch  on  both  fides  as  the 
fortune  of  war  may  place  in  the  hands  of  either  party. 

Refolved,  That  doctor  Brownfon  and  doctor  Elmer  be 
added  to  the  medical  committee. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  re- 
vife  the  articles  of  war,  and  report  what  additions  and  alter- 
ations ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  made  therein  : 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  Kcyward,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Clark. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,     "January  4,    1777* 
Ordered,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  ap- 
peal againit  the  fentence  on  the  libel,  "John  Craig  verfus 

brig 
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brig  Richmond,  Sec."  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  27th. of  November  laft  to  hear  and  determine 
an  appeal ;  and  that  Mr.  Serjeant  and  Mr.  Ellery  be  added 
to  the  faid  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr, 
Payne. 

Refolved,  That  Benjamin  Brannon  be  appointed  a  figner 
of  the  continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  army  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  medical 
committee. 

Refolved,  That  Gerard  Hopkins,  fon  of  Richard,  be  ap- 
pointed  a  deputy  quartermafter. 

Refolved,  That  an  auditor  of  accounts  be  appointed  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Smith,  efquire,  who  is  appointed  a  com- 
miflioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Samuel  Downe,  efquire,  was  elected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    January  6,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  firft  from  general  Washington  ; 

One  of  the  2d  and  3d  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  in 
Philadelphia  } 

One  of  the  ift  from  W.  Palfrey  to  Richard  Peters,  fecre- 
tary  at  war ; 

One  of  the  fame  date  from  Mr.  Palfrey  to  Congrefs  ; 

One  of  the  31ft  of  December  from  Carpenter  Wharton  j 

One  of  the  3d  from  general  Putnam,  with  a  letter  to  him 
inclofed  from  adjutant  general  Reed;  and 

One  of  the  4th  from  George  Morgan,  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  Palfrey  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  70,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Pen- 
nel,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  up  magazines  of  provifions, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Carpenter  Wharton ;  and 
that  Mr.  Pennel  be  directed  in  making  the  purchafe  fo  to 
conduct  himfelf  as  not  to  bid  upon  others  purchafing  for  the 
continent. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  George  Morgan,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
?nd  Mr.  Thornton,  who  are  directed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Morgan. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  on   general  Schuyler's  let- 
ters be  autherifed  to  employ  perfons  to  contrad  with  the 
A  3  *wneys 
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owners  of  founderies  for  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cannon  for 
the  fortreffes  at  or  near  Ticonderoga.  , 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fend  an 
exprefs  to  haften  the  march  of  colonel  Mackay's  battalion, 
and  the  troops  who  have  joined  him,  to  Philadelphia,  or 
to  general  Wafhington's  army;  and  alfo  to  fend  an  exprefs 
to  haften  up  the  light  horfe  from  Virginia,  defiring  the 
commanding  officer  not  to  delay  their  march,  on  account 
of  any  priioners  he  may  have  with  him,  but  leaving  them 
in  fome  fecure  place  to  proceed  with,  his  troops  with  all 
poffible  difpatch  by  forced  marches  to  join  general  Wafh- 
ington. 

Ry)lved,  That  the  prefident  of  the  council  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-i3ay  be  delired  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  Samuel  Downe, 
efquire,  one  of  the  comniiffioners  for  adjufting  the  accounts 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington,  for 
the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  give  him  a  certificate 
thereof. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  major  general  Lee  hath, 
fmce  his  captivity,  been  committed  to  the  cuftcdy  of  the 
provoft>  inftead  of  being  enlarged  on  his  parole,  according 
to  the  humane  practice  that  has  taken  place  with  officers  of 
the  enemy  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  American 
troops  ;  a  treatment  totally  unworthy  of  that  gentleman's 
eminent  qualifications,  and  his  rank  in  the  fervice  of  thefe 
United  States,  and  itrongly  indicative  of  farther  injuries  to 
his  p  *:fon : 

Refofoed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  fend  a 
flag  to  general  Howe,  and  inform  him  that,  {hould  the  prof- 
fered exchange  of  general  Lee  for  fix  Heffian  field  officers  not 
be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of  him  as  above  mentioned 
be  continued,  the  principles  of  retaliation  fhall  occafion 
five  of  the  faid  Heffian  field  officers,  together  with  lieutenant 
colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  or  any  other  officers  that  are 
or  fhall  be  in  our  poffirfiion  equivalent  in  number  or  quality, 
to  be  detained,  in  order  that  the  fame  treatment  which 
general  Lee  fhall  receive  may  be  exactly  inflicted  upon  their 
perfons. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  that  they 
be  defired  to  detain  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell  and  keep 
him  in  fafe  cuftody  till  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs ;  and 
that  a  copy  be  alfo  fent  to  the  committee  of  Congrefs  in 
Philadelphia  ;  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  prifoners, 
officers  and  privates,  lately  taken,  properly  fecured  in  fome 
faff  place. 

Rcfohcd, 
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Refohed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  the  fea- 
men  who  will  engage  to  ferve  on  board  the  continental  fri- 
gate Virginia,  the  fame  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  fha&e  of 
the  prizes  taken  by  the  faid  frigate. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    January  7,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  J,  F.  C.  Lignet  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  petition  from  Elizabeth  Garvin  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  delegates  of  Maryland. 

Refohed,  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  and  Mr.  Wither- 
fpoon  be  a  committee  to  confider  the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  in 
Baltimore. 

Refgfoed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  the  men 
on  board  the  Lexington,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  fervices  in 
refcuing  from  the  enemy  and  bringing  in  the  Lexington 

The  committee  of  treafnry  reported,  that  there  mould  be 
advanced  to  Mr.  John  Doughty,  for  his  expences  In  convey- 
ing loan- office  certificates  from  Hartford  to  the  feveral 
commiffioners  of  the  loan-offices  in  New-England,  the  fum 
of  106.60  dollars ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  Pochard  Dorfey  and 
Larlan  V  or  fry;  to  purchafe  horfes  and  for  their  expences  as 
an  efcorte  Lo  John  Doughty  with  loan-office  certificates  to 
New  England,  the  fum  of  400  dollars;  they  to  be  accountable. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  8,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  in 
Philadelphia,  was  read : 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafnington  be  directed  to  propofe 
to  general  Howe  an  exchange  of  lieutenant  colonel  Gezeau, 
a  French  gentleman  taken  with  general  Lee,  and  faid  to  be 
then  on  his  journey  to  folicit  a  commiffion  from  Congrefs, 
for  an  officer  of  equal  rank,  or  take  fuch  other  meafures  as 
mail  be  effectual  to  obtain  his  releafe. 

The  committee  of  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  a  farther 
lift  of  perfons  recommended  by  the  treafurer  to  fign  the  bills 
of  credit,  who  were  approved  of  and  are  as  follow  :  William 
Gibfon,  John  Philpot,  Richard  Johns,  Robert  Dorfey.  and 
Mark  Alexander.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  a 
letter  from  William  Kennon  to  general  Lee,  relative  to 
magazines  of  provilions  laid  up  by  the  faid  William  Kennon 
in  the  ftates  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia}  as  it  is  faid,  by 
order  of  general  Lee,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon 

Refoh'ed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  prefident  of  the 
ftate  of  South-Carolina,  and  to  the  prefident  of  the'  Hate  of 
Georgia,  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  inquire  what  quan- 
tity of  provilions  have  been  ftored  by  William  Kennon 
for  the  public  ufe,  agreeable  to  engagements  made  with 
general  Lee  ;  and  that  they  take  fuch  provilions  off  Mr. 
Kennon's  hands,  allowing  him  the  price  thereof  if  they  judge 
it  reafonable,  with  an  adequate  recompence  for  his  trouble 
and  expences  ;  that  they  fulfil  any  engagements  he  may  be 
under  by  having  pledged  his  credit,  they  receiving  the  pro- 
■vifiolis  for  which  fuch  engagements  have  been  made.  That 
the  prefidents  of  the  faid  Hates  alfo  appoint  commiffaries 
to  remove  fuch  provifions  as  are  fit  for  ufe  to  places  of 
iafety,  and  to  make  returns  as  foon  as  may  be  of  the  quan- 
tity and  coft  thereof :  that  the  prefidents  of  thofe  ftates  alfo 
certify  to  the  continental  treafiiry  office  the  amount  of  the 
faid  William  Kennon's  demand  againft  the  continent,  and 
that  it  be  paid  to  the  faid  William  Kennon  accordingly,  or 
to  any  other  applying  in  his  behalf,  properly  impowered  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  of  George  Morgan  was 
referred  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That,  purfuing  the  idea  of  Congrefs  for  quickly 
reinforcing  the  army,  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  ddired, 
by  a  letter  from  Mr.  prefident,  to  order  colonel  Wood's  and 
the  Weft  Augufta  battalions  to  march  immediately  by  the 
neareft  routs  to  join  general  Wafhington  in  New-Jerfey  ; 
leaving  recruiting  officers  behind  to  complete  the  battalions 
if  they  are  not  already  full,  and  to  follow  on  with  their 
recruits : 

That  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virgi- 
nia againft  Indian  iccurfions,  the  forts  Pitt  and  Randolph 
be  each  garrifoned  at  continental  expence,  with  a  company 
of  ioo  men,  commanded  by  one  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
one  enfign,  and  the  ufual  inferior  non-commifiioned  offi- 
cers : 

That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  appoint  and 
cammiffionate,  with  continental  commiffions,  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  recruit  and  command  faid  companies,  and  that  the 
men  be  inlifted  during  the  war  : 

That 
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That  provlfion  for  2000  men  fix  months  be  laid  in  at  fort 
Pitt,  to  be  in  readinefs,  if  it  fhould  become  neceffary,  to 
chaftife  Indian  irruptions  by  going  to  their  towns  : 

That  100  bufhels  of  fait  be  ordered  by  the  fecret  com- 
mittee from  the  continental  flock,  for  the  purpofc  of  curing 
faid  provifions : 

That  as  many  boats  and  proper  veffels  be  procured  as  may 
be  fufficient  for  conveying  1500  men,  with  their  proviiion6, 
from  Pittfburg  to  Hockhocking  ;  and  that  they  be  kept  in 
readinefs  at  Pittfburg : 

That  the  goods  mentioned  in  Mr.  Morgan's  letter  be  pur- 
chafed  and  brought  down  to  this  place  immediately,  excepc 
the  powder  and  lead,  which  may  remain  at  Pittfburg  for 
public  ufe  in  that  quarter  : 

That  the  fum  of  4,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Morgan 
on  account,  for  the  following  ufes,  viz.  dollars. 

For  expences  incurred  by  order  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  600 

For  contingent  expences  of  his  department  until 
June  next,  600 

Various  charges    and   expences  in  tranfporting 
goods,  600 

For  purchafing  provifions  and  calks  for  packing,  &c„  2700 

4500 

That  Mr.  Morgan  be  authorised  to  draw  a  bill  on  the 
prefident  of  Congrefs,  for  the  amount  of  the  goods  already 
mentioned,  which  he  eftimates  at  4  or  5000  dollars  : 

That  Mr.  Morgan  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  on 
the  continental  eltablifhment : 

That  John  Fernee  be  paid  the  fum  of  50  dollars,  for  a 
waggon  horfe,  flolen  from  him  by  the  Seneca  Indians,  as  he 
returned  from  the  late  treaty  at  Pittfburg.  , 

That  colonel  Morgan  appoint  a  proper  perfon,  deputy 
commiffary,  for  providing  and  taking  care  of  the  provifions 
for  the  garrifons  upon  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia,  and 
to  take  care  of  the  provifions  and  other  continental  flores 
laid  up  at  thofe  places  for  Indian  expeditions,  and  other 
public  purpofes  ;  and  the  faid  commiffary  is  directed  to 
receive  the  provifions  and  fulfil  the  contracts  made  by  the 
government  of  Virginia,  for  victualling  and  fupporting  faid 
weftern  garrifons. 

The  committee  of  treafury  report  that  there  is  due  : 

To  Peter  Galloway,  for  riding  exprefs  to  Frederic  and 
Annapolis  in  Maryland,  the  fum  of  13-30  dollars  : 

To  John  Biddle,  for  furnifhing  provifions  to  men,  women 
and  children  prifoners,  at  Reading,  333.80  dollars  : 

The-v 
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They  farther  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Rohert  Jewell, 
for  the  maintainance  of  prifoners  in  the  new  jail  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  for  the  falary  of  himfelf  and  two  affiftants, 
Sc,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1783.57  dollars;  of  which 
he  has  received  the  president's  warrant  for  500  dollars  ; 
and  that  there  remains  a  balance  due  to  hiaa  of  1233.57 
dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  honorable  Roger  Sherman,  efquire, 
far  money  advanced  by  hira  to  Andrew  Gillman,  to  pay  the 
expences  of  the  Penobfcot  Indians,  who  joined  general 
Wafhington,  48. 30  dollars,  the  faid  Gillman  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  honorable  Samuel  Chafe,  efquire, 
the  fum  of  4.C0  dollars,  200  of  which  fnm  was  advanced  by 
him  to  captain  Levin  Winder,  for  the  expence  of  conveying 
tii*  North-Carolina  prifoners  to  Baltimore,  and  200  dollars 
advanced  to  Monljoy  Bailey,  for  the  expence  of  Jerfey  pri- 
soners from  Philadelphia  to  Frederick  town  ;  the  faid  VV  inder 
znd  Bailey  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    January  9,  1777. 

Refjhoed.  That  Udny  Hay,  efquire,  be  appointed  a  lieittc- 
nant-colonel  by  brevet,  and  aihitant  deputy  quarter-mailer 
general,  and  ftationed  at  Ticonderoga  : 

That  William  Claijon,  fecfetary  to  general  Gates,  be  ap- 
pointed interpreter  for  the  northern  department,  and  that 
thzre  be  allowed  him,  as  fecretary  and  interpreter,  the  pay 
of  66  dollars  per  month  : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  North-Carolina 
prifoners  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
mto  coniideration ;  whereupon 

TLefohoedy  That  a  good  and  convenient  houfe,  if  pofiible, 
he  provided  for  their  reception  ;  that  they  be  put  upon  their 
parole,  and  that  an  oath  be  administered  to  them,  after  the 
snarmer  ufed  in  Scotland  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  fer- 
jsant's  guard  be  kept  at  the  houfe,  to  pi  event  all  fufpicion 
i»f  improper  intercourfe  with  them  : 

TIi at  captain  John  Mackenzie,  who  was  enlarged  upon 
his  parole  feveral  months  zgo,  and  has  fince  reiided  in 
jDonnegall  in  Pennfylvania,  be  permitted  to  go  home  to 
liis  fami'ly,  he  giving  his  oath  to  do  nothing  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  American  Statei,  or  any  of  them,  and  finding 

fecurity 
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fecurity  in  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  obferve 
this  engagement,-  as  alfo  that  he  himfelf  mail  prefent  this 
refolution  to  the  executive  powers  of  North-Carolina,  for 
their  concurrence,  and  be  intireiy  fubjcct  to  their  direc- 
tions. 

Rcfoheil,  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Lee 
for  the  ufe  of  the  light- horfe  under  his  command,  on  their 
march  from  Virginia  to  join  general  Wafnington  ;  the  faid 
captain  Lee  to  account  with  the  paymafter  general  for  the 
expenditure. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confi deration  of  the  report  of  the 
medical  committee  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  doctor  John  Morgan,  director  general, 
and  doctor  Samuel  Stringer,  dire&or  of  the  hofpital  in  the 
northern  department  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  difmiffed  from  any  farther  iervice  in  faid 
offices: 

That  the  directors  of  the  military  hofpitals  throughout 
the  army,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  hofpital  and  regimental 
i'urgebns  in  each  department,  make  returns  to  Congrefs, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  medi- 
cines, inftruments,  and  hofpital  furniture  that  remain  on 
hand. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  inclofing  one  of  the  5th  from  general  Putnam 
at  Briftol,  and  a  copy  of  one  of  the  4th  from  major  A. 
Hubly  at  Bordentown  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  intelligence  ; 

One  of  the  18th  of  December,  1776,  from  the  council  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of 
■war. 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  the 
executive  powers  of  the  different  United  States,  requeiHqg 
that  they  will,  as  foon  as  poffible,  inform  Congrefs  what  fuc- 
cefs  the  officers  in  their  refpeftivc  ftates  have  met  with  in 
raifing  the  troops  required  by  the  refolve  of  the  16th  of 
September  laft. 

'ihe  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  Maffachuf^tts-Bay,  laid 
before  Congrefs  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were 
read  as  follows : 

"  In  Council,  December  I®,  1776. 

lt  Whereas  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams, 
Robert  Trait  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Francis  Dana,  and 
James  Lovell,  efquires,  have  been  chefcn  by  joint  ballot  ©f 
the  two  houfes  of  affembly  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay in  New-England,  in  the  American  Congrefs,  until 
the  firft  day  of  January,  1778: 

«'*  Refohed, 
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'*  Refohfd,  That  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
are  hereby  fully  impowered,  with  the  delegates  from  the 
other  American  States,  to  concert,  direft  and  order  fuch 
farther  meafures  as  mall  to  them  appear  beft  calculated 
for  the  efiablifhment  of  right  and  liberty  to  the  American 
States,  upon  a  bafis  permanent  and  fecure  againft  the 
power  and  art  of  the  Britifh  adminiftration ;  for  profecut- 
ing  the  prefent  war,  concluding  peace,  contracting  alli- 
ances, eftablifhing  commerce,  and  guarding  againft  any 
future  encroachments  and  machinations  of  their  enemies  ; 
with  power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places  as  fhall 
appear  moil;  conducive  to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage. 
And  the  fecretary  is  hereby  directed,  as  foon  as  may  be, 
to  fignify  to  each  of  thofe  gentlemen  their  appointment,  with 
an  atteited  copy  of  this  refolve. 

"  Sent  down  for  concurrence.  John  Avery,  dep.  fee. 

"  In  the  houfe  of  Reprefentatives,    Dec.   10,   1776. 
"  Read  and  concurred.  Sam.  Freeman,  fpeaker,  p.  t, 

•'  Confented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  council. 

"A  true  copy.  John  Avery,  dep.  fee," 

Refolded,  That  Mr.  Brownfon  be  appointed  a  member  of 
the  marine  committee  : 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  regula- 
ting the  feveral  boards  of  bulinefs: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr,   Heyward. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
letter  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  re- 
lative to  the  means  of  procuring  provifions  in  the  middle 
and  fouthern  ftates  for  the  fupply  of  the  continental  army, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  moft  earneftly  recommended  to  the 
executive  powers  of  Georgia,  South-Carolina,  North-Caro- 
lina, Virginia  and  Maryland,  immediately  to  appoint  fuit- 
able  perfons  to  purchafe  and  collect  fuch  quantities  of  beef 
and  pork  as  they  have  or  can  obtain  fait  to  cure  ;  that  each 
ftate  fhall  make  ufe,  not  only  of  the  fait  within  its  own 
limits,  but  fhall  have  recourfe  to  its  neighbours,  either  by 
bringing  fait  from  them,  or  fending  their  live  hogs  and 
cattle  to  be  killed  and  falted  there.  That  the  perfons  em- 
ployed to  execute  this  bufinefs  be  directed  to  make  ufe  of 
the  utmoil  ceconomy,  and  cautioufly  avoid  bidding  upon 
each  other,  whereby  great  injury  hath  already  been  done 
to  the  public  : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  exeeutive  powers 
of  the  feveral  ftates  above  mentioned  would  do  well  to  li- 
snit  the   prices  of  the  faid  articles,  and  not  fuffer   perfons 

employed 
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employed  in  purchasing  to  exceed  them  ;  and  that  the  pur- 
chafers  Ihoidd  be  paid  a  reafonable  com  million  upon  the 
purchases,  in  order  to  stimulate  them  to  be  active  and  in- 
duftrious  : 

That  the  provifions  be  ftored  in  fecure  magazines,  con- 
venient for  tranfportation  ;  and  that  the  feveral  Hates  whom 
this  refolve  is  intended  particularly  to  affect,  may  more 
effect  ually  co-operate  to  accompli/h  this  important  purpofe, 
it  is  recommended  to  the  faid  executive  powers,  that  they 
confer  together  by  epiftolary  correfpondence,  or  fuch  other 
manner  as  they  may  think  beft,  in  order  to  purfue  fome  gene- 
ral and  beneficial  plan  in  which  they  may  be  mutually  ufeful 
to  each  other  : 

That  the  prefident  communicate  to  jofeph  Trumbull,  ef- 
quire,  commiffary  general,  fuch  part  of  the  committee's  letter. 
as  relates  to  Carpenter  Wharton  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fecret  committee  to  fall 
upon  fome  expedient  immediately  to  fupply  the  ftate  of 
North- Carolina  with  fait,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  the 
foregoing  refolution  into  effect. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Friday,    January  10,   1777. 

A  petition  from  William  Goddard,  and  one  from  Elifha 
Painter,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 

Refolved,  That  6d,ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of 
Maryland  for  public  fervices  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  account- 
able. 

Refohed,  That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Ebenezer Han- 
cock, efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  in  the  eaftern  de- 
partment, for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  bounties  and  de- 
fraying, the  expences  of  raifing  the  new  levies  in  that  depart- 
ment, 

Refolved,  That  16,666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  Hate,  which  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  John  Dorfey  and  Edward  Gater  be  ap- 
pointed figners  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe 
already  appointed. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  and  the  means 
of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency  ;  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohcdf 
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Rtfolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  cf  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confide- 
ration  the  Hate  of  the  treafury,  and  the  means  of  fupportir.g 
the  credit  of  the  continental  currency  : 

That  600  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  his  independent  company  of  150  j  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- morrow, 

Saturday,  January  n,  1777. 
Refofaed,  That  the  determination  on  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial,  paffed  on  colonel  Donald  Campbell,  be  referred 
to  general  Gates  for  his  approbation  or  difapprobation  :  any 
thing  in  a  former  refolve,  referring  it  to  general  Schuyler,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Refolvsd,  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
John  J.imifon,  and  26660  dollars  to  major  Theodorick 
inland,  both  of  the  light  horfe  from  Virginia,  for  defraying 
the  expcnce  of  the  troops  under  their  command  ;  they  to  be 
accountable  : 

<  hat  1066.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  Henry  Hollingfworth, 
for  the  purpofe  offupplyingthe  troops  from  Virginia  on  their 
march  to  Philadelphia  ;  he  to  be   accountable. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  feveral  perfons  ehfaf- 
fected  to  the  American  caufe,  have  through  inadvertence 
been  employed  as  deputy  poft-mafters  and  poft-riders  ; 
which,  if  true,  rnufh  be  attended  with  the  moil  mifchievous 
effeas, 

.  Refohed,  That  the  poftmafter-^general  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
dire&ed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  a  lilt  of  names  of  the  perfons 
fo  employed,  and  by  whofe  recommendation  they  were  in- 
troduced, that  Congrefs  may  confider,  and  if  neceffary  take 
order  therein  ;  and  that  he  affign  reafons  why  the  late  re- 
iblves  of  Congrefs  for  regulating  the  poll -office  are  not  carried 
into  execution. 

Rrfo/ved,  That  an  agent  be  appointed  for  tranfacting  bu- 
fmefs  between  the  United  States  and  the  feveral  Indian  na- 
tions and  tribes  in  Nova-  Scotia,  and  the  country  to  the 
northward  and  caftward  thereof ;  and  that  Tuefday  next  be 
affigned  for  electing  one. 

RcfohedfT nat  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  refolution  for  regulating  the  impreffing  of  waggons  and 
hories  for  the  public  fervice  : 

The  members  ele&ed,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Witherfpoon,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

An  appeal  being   lodged  againlt  a  fentence  paffed  in  the 

£.ourL 
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court  of  admiralty  for  the  (late  of  Rhode- Ifland,  0T1  the  libel 
of  Job  Pierce,  v.  the  brig  Phoenix  : 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  the  faid  ap- 
peal be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  .j.lb. 
inftant. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  oh  Monday. 

M  o  h  b  A  Y,      January    13,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Plucke- 
min  in  Nevv-Jerfey  ; 

One  of  the  7th  ani  Sth  from  the  committee  of  Congrefa 
at  Philadelphia ; 

One  of  the  30th  Dec.  1776,  from  general  Schuyler  at 
Albany ; 

One  of  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month  from  Richard  Vanck, 
with  returns  of  the  garrifons  at  and  near  Ticonderoga  ; 

One  of  the  28th  of  the  fame  month  from  the  convention 
of  New- York,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ; 

One  of  the  6th  inflant  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penii- 
fylvania  ; 

One  of  the  I  ft  from  J.  Trumbull,  junior  ;    and 
,    One  Of  the  23d  of  December  from   governor  Trumbull  ; 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  council  of  iafety  of  Pennfylvania 
be  referred  to  the  cannon  committee  : 

That  the  letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  junior,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury ': 

That  the  reft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolded,  That  40  blankets  be  delivered  by  the  feenjt 
committee  to  lieutenant  Alexander  Spotfwood  13andridges  °? 
captain  Lewellin  Joaes's  troop  of  Virginia  horfe ;  for  £hc 
afe  of  the  faid  troop. 

Refohed,  That  1 00  dollars  be  paid  to  Walter  Cruife,  and 
100  dollars  to  Richard  Carpenter,  who  have  been  long  u^- 
tained  prifoners  by  the  enemy,  and  cruelly  treated  by  th  •:  ; 
and  that  they  be  recommended  to  General  Wafhington  to  be 
employed  in  the  fervjee  of  the  United  States  in  fuch  way  aa 
he  fhall  think  proper. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  cfCongtefsat  Philadelphia 
be  impowered  to  purchafe  the  prize  fioop  of  war  taken  by 
the  Andrew  Doria,  with  her  guns,  apparel  and  furniture, 
and  fit  her  out  as  a  continental  cruizer. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Order** 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  lately  paffed  re*- 
fpecling  the  northern  army,  be  made  out  and  delivered  to 
general  Gates,  to  be  by  him  carried  to  general  Schuyler. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  further  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  and 
the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  cur- 
rency ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefident  refu- 
med  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
and  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but  not  having  corns  to  a 
conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
ftate  of  the  treafury,  and  the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit 
of  the  continental  currency. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fend  the 
prifoners  who  are  at  the  guard  -houfe  to  Leefburg  in  Virginia, 
there  to  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  that  town,  who 
are  defired  to  have  them  fecurcly  confined  till  farther 
orders. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  lately   appointed  to  hear 
appeals,  be  impowered  to  take  the  depofition  of 
Coffin,  who  is  obliged  to  go  to  fea  this  evening,  there  being 
ho  niagiftrate  in  this  town  to  take  his  depofition. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    January  14,   1777. 

Refolved,  That  William  Young  and  George  Patterfon  be 
appointed  iigners  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofc 
already  appointed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  General  Schuyler 
was  referred,.,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Meffieurs  Morris,  Clymer,  and  Walton,be 
directed  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  to  procure  in  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  or  New-Jerfey,  and  fend  to  Albany,   three  tons 
of  fteel  and  five  tons  of  nail  rods,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  In  the 
northern   department:  * 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  defign  of 
building  five  or  fi;c  flat-bottomed  boats  of  confiderable  force, 
for  the  guard  of  lake  George,  fo  contrived  as  to  carry  flour 
and  other  provifions  as  occafion  may  require  ; 

That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
northern  army,  give  fuch  inftru&Ions  to  the  regimental  pay- 
mafters  as  he  fhall  judge  neceflary,  and  tranfmit  a  copy 
thereof  to  Congrefs  : 

That 
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That  the  medical  committee  provide  a  fuitable  affortment 
of  medicines,  and  fend  them  to  the  hofpital  in  the  northern 
army  with  all  poffiblc  ciifpatch,  together  with  other  ne- 
ceffaries  for  the  fick  :  and  that  the  lift  mentioned  by  doctor 
Stringer,  in  a  paper,  No.  1,  inelofed  in  general  Schuyler's 
letter  be  committed  to  them  : 

That  doctor  Potts  be  directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga 
without  delay  : 

That  doctor  Stringer  be  directed  to  deliver  to  doctor 
Potts,  fuch  medicines  and  other  medical  ftores  as  may  be 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  the  light  horfe  from  Virginia  be  taken  into 
continental  pay,  and  put  upon  the  continental  eftablifhment ; 
that  their  pay  commence  from  the  25th  of  November  laft ; 
and  that  the  ftate  of  Virginia  be  reimburfed  for  the  horfea 
and  furniture  of  the  faid  troops  : 

That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  Theodorick  Bland, 
cfquire,  major  of  the  fquadron  of  light  horfe  from  Virgi- 
nia, for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  fquadron ;  he  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gerard  Hopkins,  fon 
of  Richard,  quartermafter,  for  the  public  fervice  j  he  to 
be  accountable  : 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  an  agent  for  the  Indians  in  Nova-Scotia, 
and  the  tribes  to  the  northward  and  eaftward  thereof;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Allen,  efqaire,  was  elected. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare inftructions  for  Mr.  Allen  : 

The  membeis  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and 
Mr.  Thornton. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  further  conlideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  and 
the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  cur- 
rency ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported  that  they  having 
had  under  conftderation  the  matters  to  them  referred,  had 
come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report 
whenever  the  houfe  fliould  be  ready  to  receive  them: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows,  viz. 

Whereas  the  continental  money  ought  to  be  fupported 
at  the  full  value  expreffed  in  the  refpective  bills  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates,  for  whofe  benefit  they  were 
iffued,  and  who  ftand   bound  to  iedeem  the  fame  according 
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to  the  like  value  ;  and  the  pernicious  artifices  of  the  ene° 
mies  of  American  liberty  to  impair  the  credit  cf  the  faid 
bills  by  railing  the  nominal  value  of  gold  and  filver,  or  any 
other  fpecie3  of  money  whatfoe?er,  ought  to  be  guarded 
againft  and  prevented  : 

Refohed,  That  all  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  of 
Congrefs  ought  to  pafs  current  in  all  payments,  trade  and 
dealings  in  thefe  ftates,  and  be  deemed  in  value  equal  to 
the  fame  nominal  fums  in  Spanifh  milled  dollars  j  and  that 
whofoever  fhall  offer,  afk  or  receive  more  in  the  faid  bills 
for  any  gold  or  filver  coins,  bullion,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 
money  vvhatfoever  than  the  nominal  fum  or  amount  there- 
of in  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  or  more  in  the  faid  bills  for  any 
lands,  houfes,  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever  than  the 
fame  could  be  purchefed  at  of  the  fame  perfon  or  perfons 
in  gold,  filver,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  money  whatfoever  ; 
or  fhall  offer  to  fell  any  goods  or  commodities  for  gold  or 
filver  coins,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  money  whatfoever,  and 
refufe  to  fell  the  fame  for  the  faid  continental  bills  ;  every 
fuch  perfon  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties 
of  thefe  United  States,  and  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  mo- 
ney fo  exchanged,  or  houfej  land  or  commodity  fo  fold 
or  offered  for  fale.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legi- 
flatures  of  the  refpective  ftates  to  ena&  laws  inflicting  fuch 
forfeitures  and  other  penalties  on  offenders  as  aforefaid  as 
■will  prevent  fuch  pernicious  practices  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifktures  of  the  United 
States  to  pafs  laws  to  make  the  bills  of  credit  iftued  by  the 
Congrefs  a  lawful  tender  in  payments  of  public  and  private 
debts  ;  and  a  refufal  thereof  an  estinguifiiment  of  fuch 
debts  :  that  debts  payable  in  fterlirig  money  be  difcharged 
with  continental  dollars  at  the  rate  of  4/6  fterling  per"  dol- 
lar ;  and  that  in  difcharge  of  all  other  debts  and  contracts, 
continental  dollars  pafs  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  refpcclivc 
ftates  for  the  value   of  Spanifh  milled    dollars  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feve- 
ral  ftates  to  pafs  refolutions  that  they  will  make  provifion- 
for  drawing  in  and  finking  their  refpeftive  quotas  of  the  bills 
emitted  by  Congrefs  at  the  feveral  periods  fixed,  or  that  fhall 
be  fixed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  fevev 
ral  ftates  to  raife  by  taxation  in  the  oourfe  of  the  current 
year,  and  remit  to  the  treafury,  fuch  fums  of  money  as  they 
fhall  think  will  be  moft  proper  in  the  prefent  fituation  ef 
the  inhabitants  ;  which  fums  fhall  be  carried  to  their  credits 
and  accounted  for  in  the  Settlement  of  their  proportion  of 
the  public  expences  and  debts,  for  which  the  United  States 
are  jointly  bound  ;  That 
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That  an  additional  fum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  be  bor- 
rowed at  the  loan-offices,  on  certificates  of  200  dollars  each  : 

That  the  commilfioners  of  the  loan-office  be  directed  to 
receive  the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  the  Rates  in 
which  they  refpedtively  hold  their  offices,  for  fuch  fums  as 
lliall  be  ordered  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  or  con- 
tinental treafurer  from  time  to  time  for  continental  purpofe* 
within  fuch  flates  refpectively. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  Heffian  officers, 
prifoners,   are  on  their  way  to  this  town, 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fend  the 
faid  prifoners  to  Dumfries  in  Virginia,  with  a  requeft  to  the 
committee  of  the  faid  town  to  fee  them  fuitably  provided  for 
agreeable  to  the  provifion  made  for  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  St.  Pierre 
Augufte  de  St.  Aubin,  adjutant  of  the  fquadron  of  the  Vir- 
ginia light  horfe  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,   yanuaty  15,  1777. 

Refolved,  That  Meffieurs  Purviance  be  requested  imme- 
diately to  remove  all  the  powder  belonging  to  the  conti- 
nent from  the  warehoufe  in  this  town  to  a  convenient  houfe 
fome  diftance  therefrom,  in.  proper  waggons  and  carts,  tak- 
ing care  that  the  tight  barrels  alone  be  removed,  and  that 
careful  perfons  be  employed  to  make  thirty  gallon  cafks, 
fufficient  to  contain  all  the  powder  that  maybe  in  battered 
or  open  caflcs  : 

That  captain  Smith  be  defired  to  furnim  a  guard  of  the 
tr.oft  trufty  and   orderly  foldiers,  over  the   powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruclions  to  Mr. 
J.  Allen,  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  eailern  department, 
brought  in  a  draught  which  was  read,  and  being  amended, 
was    agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Sir,  Having  been  informed  of  your  knowledge  of,  and 
acquaintance  with  the  tribes  of  Indians,  inhabitants  of  St. 
John's  and  Nova-Scotia,  and  confiding  in  your  zealous  at* 
tachment  to  the  intereft  of  the  United  States,  this  Con- 
grefs have  made  choice  of  you  to  be  their  agent,  impow- 
ering  you  in  their  behalf,  to  treat  with  thofe  Indians, 
and  as  far  as  you  /hall  be  able,  to  engage  their  friendfhip, 
and  prevent  their  taking  a  part  on  the  tide  of  Great-Bri- 
tain in  the  unjufl  and  cruel  war  againll  thtfe  United 
States  : 

You  will  explain  to  them,  as  clearly  as  their  urtderftand- 
iflg  of  the  nature   and   principles  of  civil   government  will 
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admit,  the  grounds  of  the  difpute  between  Great- EritaiK 
and  America,  the  pains  that  we  have  taken  to  fettle  thofe 
difputes  on  the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  neceffity  we  were 
finally  driven  to,  in  defence  of  our  liberty  and  lives,  to 
refift  our  oppreffbrs  unto  blood.  Thus  by  convincing  them 
of  the  jufiice  of  our  caufe,  you  may  attach  thein  to  our 
interefts,  and  lay  a  folid  foundation  for  lading  peace  and 
friendship  with  us  : 

You  will  alfo  inform  them  of  the  union  that  fub  fills  a- 
mong  the  people  of  thefe  ftatei,  and  the  ftren^th  derived 
therefrom  to  each  of  them  ;  that  viewing  us  in  this  light, 
they  may  fee  their  own  fafety  depending  Upon  their  pea- 
ceable difpofition  and  behavoar    towards  us  : 

You  are  to  cultivate  trade  with  them,  by  which  means 
many  great  advantages,  which  have  heretofore  thence  ac- 
crued to  the  fuhje&s  of  Great- Britain,  will  be  gained  by  the 
people  of  thefe  ftates  : 

And  you  are  in  a  particular  manner  inftru&ed  to  ufe 
your  utmoll  diligence  and  influence  to  promote  an  inter* 
courfe  and  correfpondence  between  thofe  tribes  and  the  In- 
dians living  in  and  about  Canada,  by  the  effecting  of  which, 
the  mod  ufeful  and  neceffary  intelligence  may  be  frequent- 
ly obtained  ;  and  you  are  to  give  the  earlieft  notice  to 
Congrefs,  and  to  general  Wafhington,  and  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Ticonderoga,  of  fuch  intelligence  as  you 
may  receive  : 

You  will  as  often  as  you  (hall  be  required,  exhibit  to 
Congrefs  a  fair  account  of  the  expenditure  of  fuch  monies 
as  you  may  be  entrufted  with  for  the  purpofe  of  your  agen- 
cy ;  together  with  a  general  ftate  of  affairs  within  your 
department,  that  Congrefs  may  avail  themfelves  of  it  for 
the    public  good. 

Refotved,  That  the  fum  of  900  dollars  be  annually  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  John  Allen,  efquire,  during  his  conti- 
nuance as  agent  of  this  Congrefs  to  the  Indians  of  St.  John's 
and  Nova-Scotia  : 

That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Allen,  efquire, 
agent,  &c.  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  his  agen- 
cy among  the  Indians  of  St.  John's  and  Nova-Scotia  j  he 
to  be    accountable  for  the  fame. 

Refohed,  That  the  fum  of  533.30  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  board  of  war,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  fending 
the  Heffian  prifoners  to  Dumfries,  and  the  prifoners  in  the 
guard  houfe  in  Baltimore  to  Leefburg  in  Virginia,  agree- 
able to  the  orders  of  Congrefs  ;  the  faid  board  to  be  account- 
able for   the  expenditure. 

Kefghedt  That  the  fum  of  55000  dollars  be  advanced  to 
.  the 
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the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for   the  ufc   of  the  troops  raifed 
by  that  flute  ;  the  faid  ftatc  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  ihe  feeret  committee  be  directed  to  fup- 
ply  captain  Yates's  company  with  blankets  ;  and  that  one 
month's  pay  be  'advanced  to  captain  Yates  for  his  company  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  20CO  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier 
Smallwood,  for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  arrears  due  to 
the  men  of  his  late  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  a 
paymafter  in  Baltimore. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury, 
and  the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental 
currency,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the 
ehair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have 
come  into  a  refolution  on  the  fubjeel  to  them  referred,  which 
he  was  ordered  to  report  : 

The  report  being  read  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  ; 

Refohed,  That  the  continental  treafurer  be  impowered 
and  directed  to  borrow  money  on  the  loan-office  certifi- 
cates ;  that  they  be  counterfigned  by  the  auditor  general 
for  the  time  being,  and  that  in  tranfatting  this  bufinefs  he 
govern  himfelf  by  the  rules  prefcribed  to  the  commiffionerg 
of  the  other  loaa-officeg  ;  and  have  for  his  trouble  the  fame 
allowance. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  and  the  means  of  fupporting  the 
credit  of  the  continental   currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Thursday,    January  16,   1777. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  committee 
laft   appointed  to  hear   appeals. 

Refolved*  That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars  in  favour 
of  James  Meafe,  for  public  fervice,  be  drawn  and  fent  to  the 
treafurer  ;  that  fum  having  been  advanced  by  the  trerdurer 
on  the  nth  of  December  laft  to  the  faid  Meafe  by  order 
of   Mr.   Nelfon: 

That  a  warrant  for  26^60  dollars  be  drawn  in  favour  of 
John  Norman,  for  a  rolling  prefs  ;  that  fum  having,  on  the 
fame  day  above  mentioned,  been  advanced  by  a  like  order  : 

That  a  warrant  for  io,oco  dollars  be  drawn  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton,  for  public  fervice  ;  that  fum  having 
keen  paid  by  the  treafurer  on  the  faid  nth  of  December  to 
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James  White,  affiftant  deputy  commifTary,  by  order  of  Mr. 
PreJident,  iffued  in  purfuance  of  a  letter  from  fa  id  Carpen- 
ter  Wharton. 

Refohed,  That  365  dollars  be  paid  to  George  Rofs,  ef- 
quire,  and  charged  to  colonel  Mofes  Haxen  ;  the  fame  being 
in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour  drawn  by  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Edward  Antill,  for  the  recruiting  fervice  of  colonel  Ka- 
zen's  regiment,  dated  January    6,   1777. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  propofe 
tp  general  Howe  that  a  commifJary  be  appointed  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States  to  furnifh  the  American  prifoners 
of  war,  captivated  by  the  Britifh  army,  with  fuch  necef- 
faries  as  they  may  want  ;  and  if  fuch  commifTary  be  allowed 
to  refide  among  the  prifoners,  that  general  Wafhington 
appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  for  the  purpofe,  -until  an  exchange 
can  be  effected  : 

That  the  continental  agents  in  the  middle  and  eaflern  de- 
partments be  directed  to  furnifh  the  commifTary  of  cloath- 
ing with  an  acoount  of  what  cloaths  or  materials  for  mak- 
ing cloaths  they  have  in  their  cuftody,  and  that  they  fend 
forward  fuch  cloathing  to  the  order  of  the  faid  commifTary 
cf  cloathing,  to  be  diftributed  agreeable  to  the  directions 
of  general  Wafhington  among  the  troops  in  the  feveral  de- 
partments, in  fuch  proportions  as  he  fhall  think  proper  : 
and  that  the  general  be  requested  particularly  to  attend  to 
the  wants  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  which  from  its  pecu- 
liar filiation,  is  precluded  from  the  means  of  procuring 
cloathing  and  neceffaries  for  the  troops  raifed   there  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  dated  atFifh-Kill,  28th  of  December  laft,  be  fent  to 
general  Wafhington  ;  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  take 
fuch  order  in  the  feveral  matters  therein  contained  as  he 
fhall  think  beft  ;  and  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  faid 
convention,  informing  them  of  what  Congrefs  has  done  hi 
compliance   with  their  feveral  requefts  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York  as  relates  to  the  defence  of  Hudfon's  river,  by  means 
of  the  frigates  or  otherwife,  be  referred  to  the  marine  com- 
suttee  : 

1  That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  informed  that  Con- 
grefs highly  approve  of  their  fpirited,  exertions  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  and  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  againft  the 
defolajion  and  ravages  of  our  cruel  and  remorfelefs  enemy  ; 
and  that  Congrefs  have  received  the  addrefs  of  the  faid  con- 
vention to  the  people  of  that  ftate,  containing  fentiments 

'  highly 
•  f 
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highly  and  generally  interefting  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
ftates,  to  whofe  ferious  perufa!  and  attention  it  is  earneftly 
recommended  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  tranflated  into  the 
German  language  snd  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  conti- 
nent : 

That  Mr.  Lewis  be  directed  to  have  the  faid  addrefs 
tranflated  and  printed. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduft  of  the  Britifh  and  Heffian  generals 
and  officers  towards  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  mariners  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  perfons,  inhabi- 
tant1? of  thefe  ftates,  in  their  polfeffion,  as  prifoners  of  war, 
or  otherwife,  and  alfo  into  the  conduct  of  the  faid  generals 
and  officers  and  the  troops  under  their  command  towards 
the  fubjects  of  thefe  ftates  and  their  property,  more  efpecially 
of  the  ftates  of  New- York  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Witheripoon,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due  to 
Abraham  Simons,  for  the  hire  of  Ludwick  Neal's  waggon, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Virginia  light-horfe,  the  fum  of  15 
pounds,  Virginia  money,  equal  to  50  dollars. 

To  John  Blackburn,  for  the  hire  of  Thomas  Allen's  wag- 
gon, in  the  fervice  of  the  Virginia  light-horfe,  the  fum  of 
47.82  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  the  appointment  of  a  paymafter  in  Balti- 
more be  poftponed  till  Saturday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  oath  of  fidelity  be  publifhed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed? 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Friday,    January  17,  1777, 

A  letter  of  the  10th  from  brigadier  Lewis ;  and  one  of.the 
12th  from  William  Aylett,  deputy  commiflary-general  in 
Virginia,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  deputy  commiffary  Aylett 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prefident  return  an  anfwer  to  briga- 
dier Lewis,  and  inform  him  that  Congrefs  defire  him  to  con- 
tinue in  Virginia  ;  and  that  he  has  liberty  to  vifit  his  family, 
provided  the  public  fervice  will  admit. 

A  letter,  with  a  number  of  papers,  from  do&or  Morgan 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  referred  to  the  raedica.1  com- 
mittee. 

Refohed,  That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymaster* 
general  fr$r  the  ufe  •  i  the  army:  Tha^ 
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That  40  dollars  be  paid  to  Guillaume  de  Luce,  to  defray 
the  expences  of  his  journey  to  the  army  under  general  Warn- 
ington. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
of  intelligence  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to 
publifh  an  authenticated  extrafl  of  the  lail  letter  from  general 
Wafhington  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Serjeant. 
Congrefs  being  informed  that  fix  companies  of  Maryland 
militia,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Murdoch.,  confilling 
in  the  whole  of  101  privates  without  arms,  and  53  commif- 
■fioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  are  in  this  t«wn,  wait- 
ing the  orders  of  Congrefs, 

Refehedy  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  alacrity  and  fpirit 
of  the  faid  militia  ;  but  confidering  that  fuch  a  great  difpro- 
portion  of  officers  and  men  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  mili- 
tary order  and  arrangement,  and  that  encouraging  fuch  an 
example,  might  involve  thefe  United  States  in  gi_eat  expence, 
and  not  having  a  fufficient  number  of  arms  at  prefent  to 
equip  them  and  the  troops  to  be  raifed  on  the  new  eftablifh- 
anent,  order  that  the  faid  companies  be  difcharged  and  paid, 
and  that  1000  dollars  be  lodged  with  Mr.  Jonathan  Hudfon, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  thefe  troops,  and  the  two  compa- 
nies of  the  faid  battalion  which  are  expected  in  town. 

Sundry  refolutions  refpecling  the  laying  up  of  magazines 
of  provifions,  being  moved  and  feconded, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  ehoien,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  lay  before  Congrefs  a 
lift  of  the  articles  which  they  have  ordered  in  confequence  of 
the  directions  of  Congrefs,  diftingulftiing  bow  much  is  ar- 
rived and  what  is  expected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    January  18,    1 777. 

General  Gates,  to  whom  the  fentence  of  the  court-mar- 
tial held  at  Crown  Point  in  July  laft  upon  the  conduct  of 
colonel  Campbell,  was  referred,  having  reported  that  he 
has  confidcred  the  fame,  and  is  of  opinion  that  colonel  Do- 
nald Campbell,  deputy  quartermafter  general  in  the  nor- 
thern department,  does  not  oeferve  to  be  cafhiered  for  the 
crime  alledged  againft  him  in  the  general  court-martial  refer- 
red to  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  fent  to  general 
Wafhington : 

ThaV 
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That  the  memorial  formerly  received  from  colonel  Camp- 
bell, with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr. 
Adams. 

Refohed,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mac- 
koy,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  non-commiinoned  officer* 
and  privates  of  his  battalion  ten  dollars  bounty,  in  addition 
to  the  ten  dollars  advanced  them  on  their  firft  inlittment, 
provided  they  will  re-inlilt  to  ferve  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  agreeably  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrels ;  colonel 
Mackoy  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into   consideration  ;    whereupon, 

'  Refohed,  That  100,000  dollars  be  fent  to  governor  Trurn- 
bull  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  continental  army  in 
the  ftate  of  Connecticut : 

That  William  Aylett,  efquire,  deputy  commiffary-generai 
in  Virginia,  be  directed  to  fecure  and  fafely  keep  for  the  con- 
tinental ufe,  all  provifions,  agreed  to  be  furniined  by  the  con- 
tractors in  that  flate,  agreeably  to  their  feveral  contracts  ; 
and  that  it  be  left  to  the  governor  and  council  of  that  Hate, 
fo  fettle  what  compenfation  (hall  be  given  to  the  contra&ors 
by  the  ration  for  their  trouble  and  expence  in  purehaiing  the 
faid  proviusms. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  proceedings^of 
their  committee  at  Philadelphia,  in  fupplying  the  recruiting 
officer*  appointed  by  the  date  of  New-Jerfey,  with  money  ; 
and  alfo  of  their  exertion*  in  furnilhing  the  paymafter-geaeral, 
and  Mr.  Huntington  with  what  cafn  they  could  procure  to 
anfwer  their  immediate  demands  : 

That  one  independent  company,  confiding  of  a  captain, 
two  lieutenants,  one  eniign,  four  ferjeants,  four  corporals,  one 
drum,  one  fife,  and  feventy-fix  rank  and  file,  be  forthwith 
raifed  for  the  continental  fervice,  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  and  ftationed  in  the  borough  of  Lancailer  as  a  guard 
over  the  prifoners  of  war,  and  public  {lores  in  that  place,  un- 
til they  fhall  be  ordered  elfewherc  : 

That  the  officer  commanding  the  faid  company  afford  to 
the  committee  of  Lancafter,  all  nece/Tary  affiftanse  to  cany 
into  execution  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  : 

That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  enlifting  of  fober 
and  difcreet  men  into  the  faid  company  : 

That  the  committee  of  Congrefs  in  Philadelphia,  be  defired 
to  inform  the  quartermafter-general,  what  number  of  horfes 
and  oxen  in  the  public  ftaples  at  Philadelphia  are  fit  for. 
fejvice  : 

Thai: 
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That  they  employ  a  careful  perfoa  to  diftribute  in  the 
country  fuch  of  them  as  are  difabled,  there  to  be  recruited 
in  the  cheapeft  manner  : 

That  the  keepers  of  the  continental  {tables  admit  nohorfes 
or  teams  to  be  received  into,  or  taken  out  of  the  fame,  unlefs 
by  order  of  a  general  officer  commanding  in  the  place  where 
the  ftables  are  refpecUvely  kept,  or  of  the  quartermafter  or 
deputy-quartermafter-general,  or  waggonmafter,  or  deputy  - 
waggonmafter-general. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  cafe  of  major  Painter  wai 
referred,  reported,  that  upon  enquiry  into  the  matter  of 
the  uneafinefs  of  fome  of  the  captains  in  colonel  Seth 
Warner's  regiment,  at  the  appointment  of  Elifha  Painter 
to  be  major  of  the  faid  regiment,  it  appears  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  an  opinion  of  their  prior  rank  to  him  as  captains, 
previous  to  faid  appointment,  and  that  his  continuance  in  the 
laid  regiment  will  probably  obftrucl:  the  filling  up  the  fame, 
and  be  prejudicial  to  the  fervice;  whereupon 

Refofoed,  That  the  faid  Elifha  Painter  be  removed  from 
any  command  in  the  faid  regiment,  and  referred  to  general 
Washington  for  an  appointment  to  fuch  an  office  as  he  fhall 
judge  him  qualified  to  fill. 

Ordered,  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  declaration 
of  independency,  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  Con- 
grefs,  fubferibing  the  fame,  be  fent  to  each  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  fame  put  upon 
record. 

Agreeably  to  order.  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of 
a  payrnafter  in  Baltimore  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hudfon  was  elected 

Refohed,  That  the  falary  fixed  for  the  affiftant  clerk  of  the 
board  of  war  be  continued  to  Mr.  Nourfe,  and  that  an  addi- 
tional fum  be  allowed  him  at  the  rate  of  266.60  dollars 
per  annum,  on  account  of  his  extraordinary  expences* 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  it  due  ; 

To  George  Rois,  cfquire,  for  the  expences  of  himfelfj 
(doctor  Witherfpoon,  and  Mr.  Paca,  a  committee  of  Congrefa 
feat  to  New- Jerfey  ;  and  for  cafh  paid  by  him  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Hyer  for  keeping  an  exprefs  horfe  at  Princeton,  89.60 
dollars  : 

To  Robert  Moore,  for  13  walnut  and  6  mahogany  chairs, 
a  defk  and  table,  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs  and  the  prefident's 
office,  93  dollars  : 

To  the  reverend  doftor  John  Witherfpoon,  for  wood 
fnpplicd  the  troops  at  Princeton ;  for  the  expences  of  fick 
foldiers  j    and   the  allowance    due    to    John  M'Kenzie,    a 

priibnei* 
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prifoner  from  North-Carolina;  from  the  1 8th  of  October 
♦0  the  toth  of  January,  incluiive,  being  12  weeks,  105.78 
dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid    accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  appointing  a  committee  of 
feven  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Britiih  and  Heflian 
officers,  with  regard  to  the  treatment  by  them  fliewn  to 
the  prifoners  in  their  poiTcffion,  be  publifhed,  with  the  names 
of  the  committee. 

Refolved,  That  a  ftorekeeper  be  appointed  to  take  the 
charge  and  care  of  the  continental  ftores  in  Maryland  : 

That    Monday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpcned, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    January  20,   1777. 

A  letter   of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington  ; 

One  of  the  16th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Phi- 
ladelphia., with  copies  of  fundry  letters  enclofed  ; 

One  of  the  27th  December  laft  from  the  honorable  Me- 
fheck  Weare,  prefident,  in  behalf  of  the  council  and  affem- 
bly  of  New-Hampfhire  ; 

Oae  of  the  7th   from  general  Schuyler   at  Albany  ;  and 

One  of  the  2d  from  colonel  A.  Wayne  at  Ticonderoga  ; 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  and  co- 
lonel Wayne  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  honorable  Meiheck  Weare  be 
referred   to  the  committee  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  brigadier  general  Armftrong 
and  J.  Wilfon,  efquire,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Nathaniel  Gift, efquire,  being  appointed  by  general  Wafh- 
ington a  colonel  of  a  corps  of  rangers,  and  by  him  recom- 
mended to  Congrefs  for  money  to  pay  the  bounty  : 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Gift 
towards  paying  the  bounty  of  his  corps  ;  he  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  250  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
N.  Gift,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his  journey  to  the  Chero- 
kee country,  agreeable  to  orders  received  from  the  general  ; 
for  which  colonel  Gift  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  ho- 
norable Mefheck  Weare  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,- 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  adranced  to  the  ftate 
of  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  public  fervice  j  the  faid  ftate  to. 
be  accountable^  ;  & 
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A  motion  being  made  and  feconded  for  ordering  bafracks 
to    be  built, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board    of  war. 

Ordered)  That  the  board  of  war  take  into  confideration  the 
■pay  of  the  ftaff,  and  report    thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  refpefting  an  expedition  to 
the  northward,  be  fent  and  referred  to  general   Schuyler. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia  ; 

One  of  the  9th  from  general  Washington  at  Morriftown  ; 

One  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler  with  a  memorial 
from  Bernard  MoifTac  de  la  MarquifTe,  were  read  : 

Refolded,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  in  the  hofpital  in  Baltimore  ;  he  to 
be  accountabk. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  file  of  reports,  and  lay  before  Congrefs  a  lift  of 
the   buiinefs    unfinifhed,  and  which  ought    to  be  taken  up  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Rofs  and  Mr.  Hall. 

That  750  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North- 
Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  account- 
able. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to  io  o'clock  to-morrow* 

Tuesday,     jfanuary  27,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  inftant  from  Richard  Bache,  efquire, 
'jpoftmafter  general,   was  received  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  colonel  Grayfon,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
Innes,  of  colonel  Mafon's  regiment,  to  be  raifed  in  the 
itate  of  Virginia,  be  immediately  fiirnifhed  with  cloth  for 
two  hundred  fuits  of  cloaths,  in  order  to  expedite  the  raif- 
ing   of  thofe  regiments  : 

That  the  part  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment  now  in  South- 
Carolina  be  ordered  back,  and  that  colonel  Muhlenberg 
be  directed  to  recruit  thofe  companies,  as  well  as  fuch  as 
are  now  in  Virginia,  to  their  full  complement  of  men,  and 
to  march  the  companies  as  fail  as  complete  to  join  gene- 
ral Wamington  : 

That  major  Richard  Campbell,  who  was  appointed  by- 
general  Lee  in  South- Carolina  to  aft  as  major  to  colonel 
Muhlenberg's  regiment  until  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  fiiould 
be  known,  be  appointed  to  faid  majority,  his  commiffion  to 
bear  date  the  loth  of  Auguft  lail,  the  time  he  was  appoint- 
ed in  general  orders  ;  That 
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That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Richard  Camp- 
bell, to  enable  him  to  difcharge  waggons  and  furnifh  the 
troops  he  has  now  with  him  on  their  way  to  camp,  with 
ihoes  and  fuch  other  neceffaries  as  they  may  want  ;  the  faid 
major   Campbell  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Refohed,  That  1 0,000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  William 
Grayfon,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment,  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  «f  William  Pal- 
frey, efquire  ;  it  being  in  full  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  ge- 
neral Wafhington  in  his  favour  on  William  Palfrey,  dated' 
Morriftown,    nth  January,   1777. 

Application  having  been  made  to  Congrefs  by  the  friends 
of  major  Weft  of  the  3d  Pennfylvauia  battalion,  now  a 
prifoner  with  the  enemy,  for  an  exchange  of  him  for  Mr. 
Jauncey,  junior,  and  that  if  the  exehange  takes  place  Mrs. 
jauncey  be  permitted  to  accompany  her  hufband  ;  and  it 
appearing  on  confederation  of  this  application,  that  the  faid 
Mr.  Jauncey,  junior,  was  removed  to  the  Hate  of  Connecticut 
from  New-York  by  direction  of  the  convention  of  the  faid 
ftate  of  New- York  ; 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  application  be  referred  to  the 
convention  of  New- York,  that  they  may  do  therein  what 
(hall   be  proper. 

Ordered.)  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Maryland,  earneflly  recommending  to  them  to  ap- 
point fubaltern  officers  for  the  feveral  companies  raifing 
by  their  order  in  their  ftate,  that  the  recruiting  fervice 
may  be  expedited,  and  the  men  when  raifed  properly  train- 
ed. 

Refohed,  That  Richard  Stringer  be  appointed  a  figner  of 
the  continental  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  tothofe  already 
appointed. 

Refohed,  That  Angus  Mac  Donald,  one  of  the  North  Ca~ 
rolina  prifoners,  be  admitted  to  his  parole,  upon  taking 
an  oath  after  the  mode  obferved  in  that  part  of  Great-Bri- 
tain called  Scotland,  in  adminiftering  oaths,  that  he  will 
obferve    the  fame  : 

That  Mr.  Middleton  be  impowered  to  take  his  parole, 
and  adminifter  the   oath. 

On  application  of  colonel  Macgruder  for  the  directions 
of  Congrefs, 

Refohed,  That  the  two  companies  of  his  battalion  which 
have  already  marched,  be  directed  to  join  the  army  under 
general  Wafhington,  and  that  any  other  companies  of  his 
battalion,  confining  of  not  lefs  than  36  privates,  under 
the  command  of  two  commiffioned  officers,  be  alfo  march- 
ed as  foon  as  poffihle,  and  that  afield  officer  take  the  com- 
mand of  every  four  companies.  Refolded? 
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Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Maryland  to  reqwell  the  militia  of  Hartford,  Bal-* 
timore,  Cascil,  and  fuch  other  counties  of  their  ftate  as 
they  ill  all  think  proper,  to  march  as  foon  as  poffibleto  rein- 
force general  Wafhington,  giving  directions  that  each  com- 
pany confift  of  not  lefs  than  36  privates,  under  the  com- 
mand of  two  commifhoned  officers,  and  that  a  field  officer 
take  the  command  of  every  four  companies.    - 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had 
under  confidcration  the  requifition  of  captain  William  Black- 
well,  for  a  fum  of  money  to  be  advanced  him,  for  the 
bounty  and  fubfiftence  of  his  company  in  a  Virginia  regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  colonel  Rawlins,  and  that 
there  fiiould  be  advanced  to  the  faid  colonel  Rawlins,  he 
to  be  accountable,  the  fum  of  1477,85  dollars,  aHd  that 
.the  fum  be  delivered  to  the  faid  captain  Blackwell  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  advanced. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  22,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia  was  read  : 

Rejoined,  That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  commit- 
tee of  Congrefs  in  Philadelphia,  for  public  fervice. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing 
copies  of  letters  to  lord  and  general  Howe  : 

One  of  the  17th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  and  alfo  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.   Gerry. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confidcration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  a  company  be  immediately  raifed  on  the 
iiew  eftablifhment  in  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  Ration- 
ed at  and  near  Kittaning,  to  guard  the  public  buildings 
and  (tores,  and  to  protecl  the  frontier  inhabitants  from  the 
incurfions  of  the  Indians: 

That  Samuel  Morehead  be  appointed  captain  of  the  faid 
company  : 

Andrew  Macfarlane,  firft  lieutenant, 

William  Jack,  fecond  lieutenant,  and 

John  Carnaghan,  enfign  ;  Thit 
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That  1400  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Morchead,  to 
Enable  him  to  recruit  the  faid  company  ;  he  to  be  account- 
able: 

That  Thomas  Butler  be  appointed  public  armourer,  and 
that  he  immediately  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to 
fuperintend  the  faid  bufinefs,  agreeably  to  the  refolve  of 
the    19th    of  November  : 

That  he  be  allowed  three  dollars  a  day  for  his  pay  and 
♦xpences. 

Refohedy  That  the  allowance  for  fubfiftence  of  recruits 
while  in  quarters,  till  they  join  their  refpe£tive  regiments, 
and  be  fupplied  with  rations,  be  raifed  to  one  dollar  and 
one  third  of  a  dollar  per  week. 

A  petition  from  Bartholomew  Burke  and  Hamilton  Bal- 
lantine  was  prefented  to  Congrefs   and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  imprefling  carriages  brought  in  a  rc-« 
port,  which  was  taken  into  confederation,  and  after  debate, 

Ordetrd,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    January  23     1777. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain 
Fulford  to  take  the  command  of  the  armed  brig  Lexington  ; 

Refohedy  That  he  be  appointed  to  take  the  command  of 
the   faid  armed  brig   Lexington. 

Refohedy  That  two  frigates,  one  of  36,  and  the  other  cf 
28  guns,  be  immediately  built  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut. 

Refohedy  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hudfon,  for  the  public  fervice  5  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohedy  That  41,640  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
George  Baylor,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchasing  horfes  and 
paying  the  bounty  of  men  for  the  regiment  of  cavalry  he 
is  ordered  to  raife,  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  major  A. 
Clough,  and  charged  to  colonel  Baylor,  who  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the1  files,  &c.  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the   table. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  from  the  general  arTeiS- 
bly  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was 
read. 

Mr.  Leonard  Jarvis,  whom  John  Bradford,  efquire,  agent 
for  the  United  States  in  MafTachufetts-  Bay,  has  appointed 
an  agent  at  Dartmouth,  and  who  had  the  pofleilion  and 
charge  of  the  continental  Ilores  imported  in  the   Hancock 

IH 
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and  Adams,  having  by  a  letter  of  the  13th  of  December 
la(t  informed  the  fecret  committee  that  at  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  general  court  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay  he  has 
delivered  out  part  of  the  arms  to  the  rmlitia  who  were  cal- 
led to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  troops,  the  arms  to 
be  returned  when  called  for  :  and  by  a  letter  of  the  14th 
of  .December  laft  having  farther  informed  the  faid  com- 
mittee, that  in  confequence  of  a  vote  of  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  of  a  letter  from 
governor  Cooke  and  Daniel  Tillinghaft,  efquire,  he  has 
delivered  to  Mr.  Fry,  for  the  faid  Daniel  Tillinghaft,  ef- 
quire, agent  at  Providence,  fix  tons  of  lead,  fix  calks  of 
flints,  forty-eight  chefts  of  arms,  and  two  hundred  and  fix- 
ty  barrels  of  gun-powder  ;  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  write  to  the  agent 
at  Dartmouth,  and  inform  him  they  can  by  no  means  au- 
.  thorife  their  agents  to  deliver  (lores  in  their  cuftody,  ex- 
cept by  orders  of  Congrefs,  or  perfons  by  them  aathdrifed, ; 
but  that  extreme  necefiity  for  arms  and  ftores  exifting  iit 
the  opinion  of  the  general  committee  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  then  invaded  by  a  formidable  army,  may  hold 
him  excufed  for  the  arms  and  ftores  he  delivered  to  that 
ftate,  at  their  urgent  requeft  ;  and  that  he  may  alfo  be 
excufed  for  the  delivery  of  arms  to  the  militia  of  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufett's-Bay,  in  confequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  general  court  of  that  ftate  ;  that  at  the  fame 
time  they  direct  their  agent  to  procure  a  return  of  them  as 
foon  as  circumftances    will  admit. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  a  petition  from  monfieur 
Pillefier  was   referred,  brought  in  a    report  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  general 
"Walbington. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    January  24,   1 777- 

A  letter  of  the  17th  inttant  from  John  M'Kinley,  ef- 
quire, fpeaker  of  the  afiembly  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware, 
with  fundry    refolves   of  that  afiembly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Congrefs    at  Philadelphia. 

John  Taylor,  efquire,  being  appointed  a  major  in  colonel 
Hazen's  regiment  ; 

Refohed,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  him,  and  that* 
the   fame  be  dated  the  13th  of  November,    1776. 

Refohed,  That  ioco  dollars  be  paid  to  major  John  Tay- 
lor, for   tfee  purpofe   «f  railing   recruits  f®r  the    regiment 
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in  which  he  is  a  major,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to 
the  account  of  colonel  Mofes  Hazen,  this  being  in  full  of 
an  order  drawn  by  lieutenant  colonel  Edward  Antill,  of 
colonel  Hazen's  regiment,  in  favour  of  the  faid  John  Tay- 
lor, dated  January    20,    1777* 

TheCongrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  &c. 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  have  as  yet 
come  to  no  refolution  thereon  : 

There  being  no  delegates  in  attendance  from  the  ftate 
of  Delaware,  and  one  only  from  the  ftate  of  New- York, 
who,  according  to  the  inftruftions  given  by  that  ftate  to 
their    delegates,  is  not  impowered  to   give   a  vote  : 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Prefident  write  to  the  ftates  of  New- 
York  and  Delaware,  requefting  them  immediately  to  fend 
to  Congrefs  a  reprefentation  of  their  refpe&ive  ftates,  and 
to  provide  that  for  the  future  applications  of  this  fort  may  be 
rendered  unneceffary. 

Whereas  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber laft,  all  accounts  for  fervices  done,  or  articles  fuppli- 
ed  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  New-York  and 
New-Jerfey,  and  in  the  northern  department,  are  to  be 
prefented  to  the  cornmiffioners  of  accounts  for  the  refpeit- 
ive  armies  ;  and  fo  much  thereof,  as  is  approved  by  them, 
and  confirmed  by  the  refpe&ive  generals,  is  ordered  to 
be  paid  by  their  warrants  on  the  paymafter,  after  the  faid 
commiflioners  have  certified  thereon,  that  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  are  returned  to  them  by  the  perfons  receiv- 
ing fuch  warrants  ;  and  whereas  it  may  frequently  hap- 
pen, that  the  abfence  or  engagements  of  the  generals  a  - 
forefaid  may  occafion  a  delay  in  ordering  the  payment  of 
fuch  accounts,  whereby  individuals  having  demands  a- 
gainft  the  United  States,  may  fuffer  inconveniencies ;  it 
is   therefore 

Refohed,  That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  depart- 
ment be  impowered,  when  abfence  or  hurry  of  bufinefa 
fhall  prevent  his  revifing  the  accounts  paffed  by  the  com- 
miflioners, to  direct  the  paymafter  to  difcharge  fuch  ac- 
counts upon  certificates  from  the  commiflioners,  obferving 
to  order  the  paymafter,  when  circumftances  will  permit,  to 
lay  the  accounts  and  certificates  before  him,  for  his  appro- 
bation, and  to  return  them  to  the  commiflioners  to  be  filed 
in    their    office.  , 

Refolved,  That  if  general  Schuyler  and  general  Gates 
be   both  abfent  from  the  northern   department  at  the  fam«? 

Vol.    III.  C  time 
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time  that  the  paymafter  there  fhall  receive  this  refolution, 
the  faid  paymafter  be  impowered  and  directed  to  difcharge 
accounts  upon  the  certificates  of  the  commimbn'ers,  during 
fuch  abfence,  and  upon  the  return  of  either  of  the  faid  of- 
ficers, to  lay  the  accounts  and  certificates  before  him  for 
his   approbation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  with  the  papers 
therein  inclofed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  coniideration  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing   refolution  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  are  informed  that  certain  tribes  of 
Indians,  living  in  the  back  parts  of  the  country,  near  the 
waters  of  the  Sufquehannah,  who  are  within  the  confede- 
racy, and  under  the  protection  of  the  fix  nations,  the 
friends  and  allies  of  thefe  United  States,  are  upon  mo- 
tives friendly  and  peaceable,  now  on  their  way  to  Eaflon, 
in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  whereas,  fuch  may  be 
the  poor  and  neceffitous  circumilances  of  thefe  Indians, 
as   to  demand    the  attention  of  Congrefs  ;  it  is  therefore 

Refolved,  That  the -committee  of  Congrefs    at    Philadel- 
phia, deliver  to   George    Walton  and    George   Taylor,  en- 
quires, or  to  either    of  them,    1000  dollars  ;  who    are    df. 
refted    to    purchafe   therewith,    fuch     prefects    as    may   be 
fuitable   for  the   fa;d    Indians:    and    that    one    or. both    of 
them  forthwith  repair  to  Eaflon,  and    in    the    name    of  this 
Congrefs,  inform    the   faid   Indians,  that   although    in   the 
opinion    of  Congrefs.  it  is   altogether  improper  for  them  to 
kindle  a  council-fire   at   that   place,    as   they   have   already 
done  the  .  fame  at   Albany,    where   by  their  eommiffioners, 
they    hold    their   councils,  and   communicate    every  matter 
of  importance  to   their  good  friends    the    fix    nations,  and 
their  allies,  of  which   thefe  tribes  are  a  part,   yet  in  regard 
to  the    good  and    peaceable    conduct:    of  thefe  nations,    and 
in    confideration  of  their  wants,  which    this  Congrefs  are 
much  inclined   to  relieve,  and  alfo  in  token  of  their  friend- 
ship for  them,  as    well  as  for    all  other  Indians,  who  are  at 
peace    with  thefe  ftates,  they  the  faid  George  Walton  and 
George    Taylor,     efquires,    are    directed    to    deliver   thefe 
prefents    to  them  ;   and  they  are  at  the   fame  time  to  figni- 
fy  to  the  faid  Indians,  that  this  Congrefs  have  an  entire  con- 
fidence  that   the  fame  peaceable  and  friendly  conduct    will 
be    obferved    by  them,   which  they  have  hitherto  regarded. 
Ordered,  That   the  faid  meffieurs  Walton  and    Taylor  be 
furniflied    with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution   for  their 
direction. 

Refolved,  That    the  pay  of  the   commiffary    of  military 
Sores,  to    be  appointed  to  take   charge   and  care  of  the 

continental 
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continental  ftores  in  Maryland,  be  forty  dollars  per 
month  : 

That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  dire£l  the  quartermaf- 
ter  to  look,  out  for  a  proper  houfe.j  wherein  to  depolit 
the  powder  now  in  this  town,  belonging  to  the  continent  ; 
and  that  they  defire  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  fee  that 
a  trufly   guard  be  kept  over  the  powder. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday, 

,     Monday,     January  27,  1 777- 
Congrefs   met,  and  adjourned  to  10    o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    January  28,    1777. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  having  reported  that  they 
have  provided  a  fuitable  houfe  in  the  country  for  the  re- 
ception  of  the  public   powder  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  delegates  be  requeued  and  im- 
powered  to  agree  with  a  captain  and  a  proper  number  of 
men   to  guard  the  faid  powder   when  removed. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  fend  forward  from  this 
town  to  general  Schuyler,  with  all  poflible  expedition, 
twenty  tonsof  cannon  powder  and  ten  tons  of  piftol  powder. 

A  number  of  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  ;     viz. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  inftant  from  the  committee  of  Con- 
grefs   at  Philadelphia  ; 

One  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Morrif- 
town  ; 

One  of  the  19th  from  general  Putnam  at  Princetown  to 
lord   Stirling  ; 

One  of  the  22d,  one  of  the  23d,  and  one  of  the  25th, 
from    the  committee   of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia  ; 

One  of  the  18th  and  one  cf  the  20th  from  general  Wafh- 
ington   at  Morriftown  ; 

One  of  the  13th  and  15th  from  general  Schuyler  at  Fifh- 
Kill,  inclofing  a  letter  of  the  3d  to  him  from  governor 
Trumbull ; 

One  of  the  22d  and  one  of  the  26th  from  the  council  of 
fafety   of  Maryland  ; 

One  of  the  6th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efquire,  at  Hart- 
ford ;  > 

One  of  the  18th   from   Ebenezer  Hancock,  efquire  ; 

One  of  the  12th  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  copy 
of  the  minutes  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  four  New- 
England  dates,  who  met  at  Providence  on  Wednefday  the 
25th  of  December  1776,  and  fat  by  adjournments  to  the 
2d  of  January,   1777  j  C    2  One 
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; 

One  of  the  13th  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 

One  of  the    24th  from  lieutenant  colonel   Kirmovan  ; 

One  of  the  15th  from  brigadier  De  Roche  Fermoy  ;  and 
fundry  letters  from  Fr?nch    officers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  brigadier  De  Roche  Fer- 
moy, and  from  the  other  French  officers,  be  referred  to 
general  Washington,  to  do  therein  what  he  fhall  think  the 
good  of  the  fervice  requires,  without  confidering  this  re- 
ference as  a  recommendation  in  favour  of  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen   applying. 

That  the  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Kirmovan  be  al- 
fo  referred  to  general  Washington. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  the  committee  of  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  and  fundry    papers  inclofed,     were  read. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bingham  at  Martinique,  and  fundry 
papers    inclofed,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  inclofed  papers  be  delivered 
to  the  delegates  of  Maryland  to  be  laid  before  the  afiem- 
bly  of  their  ftate  ;  and  that  the  letter  and  papers  be  re- 
ferred   to  a  committee    of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Bingham,  recommending  monf. 
Celeron  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs,  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  general  Wafiiington. 

Refofoed,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  letters  from  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  and  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  of  the  four  New-England  ftates, 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Philadel- 
phia be  informed,  that  Congrefs  from  the  committee's  ftate 
of  things  do  not  difcern  the  neceffity  of  moving  the  public 
ftorcs  from  that  city  :  but  if  any  circumftances  ftiould  here- 
after arife  to  render  fuch  removal  proper,  Congrefs  defire 
the  committee  may  do  therein  what  they  (hall  think  moft 
conducive    to  the  public  fervice. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  depart- 

ment. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs,  that  the  brig 
Olive  Branch,  William  Bayley  mafter,  was  by  the  pro- 
curement of  Francis  Lewis 'laden  at  New-York  with  718 
barrels  of  flour,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
appear  by  the  bill  of  lading  iigned  26th  February,  1776, 
directed  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Samuel  Curfon  at  St.  Eufta- 
tia  ;  that  captain  Bayley,  contrary  to  his  orders,  proceeded 
to  Occoys  on  the  ifland   of  Hifpaniola,  and  there   put   the 

cargo 
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cargo  into  the  hands  of  monf,  Croix,  who  by  feveral  let- 
ters informed  Mr.  Curfon  that  he  mould  remit  faid  Curfon 
the  proceeds  of  the  flour  to  St.  Euftatia  ;  and  in  a  letter 
from  faid  Curfon,  dated  St.  Euftatia,  30th  November  1776, 
is  the  following  paragraph,—"  I  have  not  received  one  far- 
thing on  account  of  the  brig  Olive  Branch's  cargo,  and  God 
knows  when  I  will  :'' — that  captain  Bayley,  after  landing 
the  flour  at  Occoys,  made  a  voyage  for  monf.  St.  Croix, 
to  France,  and  back  to  Occoys,  where  the  faid  St.  Croix 
loaded  the  brig,  and  proceeded  with  her  to  this  port,  where 
they  both  are  at  this  time  with  the  veffel,  re-laden  with 
provifions,  &c.  and  ready  to  depart  for  Occoys  :  that  cap- 
tain Bayley  pretends  he  has  fold  the  brig  to  monf.  St.  Croix, 
and  has  taken  his  fingle  promiffary  note  for  payment  ;  but 
it  is  obvious  they  have  been  jointly  trading  on  the  public's 
capital,  and  defrauding  both  the  public  and  the  owners  of 
the  brig  ;  that  with  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  fold  here  they 
have  re-laden  the  brig  with  provifions,  &c.  and  have  a  r§- 
fidue  of  2500I.  cafh  in  their  hands; 

Refolded,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  fecret  com- 
mittee, who  are  impowered  to  do  therein  what  they  fhall 
judge  to  be  juft  and  right,  and  conduce  to  the  public  in- 
tereft. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration   the  ftate  of  Georgia. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Clark, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrovy. 

Wednesday,    January    29,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia  ; 

One  of  the  2  2d  from  general  Wafhington  at  Morriftown  ; 

And  one  of  the  25th  from  general  Mifflin  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence,  to  publifh  ftich 
parts  as  they  may  think  proper  ;  and  that  they  deliver  it 
to  the  board  of  war,  who    are  directed    to  report    thereon. 

Refglved,  That  80  dollars  be  advanced  to  monf.  Celeron, 
to  bear  his  expences  to  general  Wafhington. 

Refolded,  That  the  treafurer  be  directed  to  defire  fuch 
of  the  figners  of  continental  money  belonging  to  this  fjate, 
as  have  diligently  applied  themfelves  to  this  bufinefs,  (ex- 
cepting fuch  as  may  be  field  officers  of  the  militia)  to  ex- 
fvt  themfelves  in  fupplying  the  treafury  :  and  that  he 
C   3  tranfmij 
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tranfmit  a  lift  of  their  names,  and  of  the  names  of  the  fu- 
perintendants  of  the  prefs,  to  the  council  of  fafcty  of  Mary- 
land, who  are  requefted  to  excufe  them  from  military  duty, 
while  thus  employed  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  the  '  memorial  of  colonel  Campbell,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Rofs,  who  is  abfent. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  governor  and 
council  of  Virginia,  that  Congrefs  have  not  a  fufficient 
certainty,  that  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  arm  the  2d  and 
7th  battalions  ordered  from  that  ftate  :  and  therefore  requeft 
thefaid  governor  and  council  to  fend  with  all  difpatch,  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  faid  battalions,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
fiftently  with  the  fafety  of  their  ftate. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
from  the  commifiioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de- 
partment, dated  the  21ft,  of  September  laft  at  Pittfburg  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  from  the  intelligence  communi- 
cated to  them,  of  the  motions  and  preparations  of  fomc 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  from  the  difpofitions  of  others,  well 
known  to  be  hoftile,  had  caufe  to  apprehend  that  an  at- 
tack upon  Pittfburg,  or  invafions  into  fome  parts  of  Virgi- 
nia or  Pennfylvania  would  be  made  by  thofe  favages,  and 
therefore  adted  prudently  in  calling  in  forces  for  protection 
and  defence. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  thatthere  is  due  to 
Thomas  Smith,  for  fundry  provifions,  wood,  &e.  fupplied 
the  fick,  and  other  continental  troops  at  Wilmington, 
1 3 16.55    dollars: 

To  monf.  Lotbiniere,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay 
and  rations  from  the  10th  of  November,  1776,  to  the  10th 
of  January,  1777,  82.60  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  colonel 
Smith : 

That   there  fhould  be   advanced  to  William    Sterret,  on 

account   of  his  expences  in  going    to  and    from  the  paper 

Mill  in    Pennfylvania,  to  attend  the    making   of  paper    for 

the  loan-office  certificates,  30  dollars  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  thefe   fums   be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  John  Griffiths  provide  the  fick  in  the 
Hofpital  at  Baltimore,  with  fhirts  and  blankets  ;  and  that 
for  this  purpofe  he  apply   to    the   fecret  committee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
moreland,  and  a  letter  from  Thomas  Creffap,  were  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee   on  Indian  affairs. 

Refolved, 


January,    1777.  41 

Refohed,  That  the  treafurer  of  the  United  States  be  di- 
rected to  give  order  for  the  payment  of  33,333.30  dollars 
to  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  out  of  the  continental  loan- 
office  in  that  ftate,  in  payment  of  an  equal  fum  advanced 
by  governor  Trumbull  to  Colonel  Sheldon,  at  the  requefl 
of  general  Wafhington,  for  railing  and  equipping  a  regi- 
ment of  light  horfe  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  ;  and 
that  the  preiident  acquaint  general  Wafhington  with  this 
refolution. 

Refolded,  That  450,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  general 
Mifflin  for  the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  the  treafurer  be 
directed  to  give  an  order  on  the  loan -office  in  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania    for  the  payment   of  that  fum. 

Refohed,  That  doctor  Mackenzie,  who  has  the  care  of 
the  fick  in  the  hofpitai  in  Baltimore,  be  irnpowered  to  ap- 
point   a  mate  to  nffift  hi.n. 

A  letter  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read,  applying 
for  an  advance   of  a.  large  fum    of  money;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  inform  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
cfquire,  com  miliary  general,  that  there  are  various  com- 
plaints ?.gainft  the  condu£t  tS  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton, 
his  deputy :  and  defire  him  to  enquire  into  the  matter, 
and  take  fuch  ileps  as  he  {hall  judge  proper  to  prevent 
any  lofs  accruing  to  himfelf  or  the   public. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    January  30    1777- 

The  delegates  from  New- Hampshire  produced  creden- 
tials of  their  appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 

"  New-HaiMpfhire.  In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
December  24th,  1776.  Voted,  That  colonel  William  Whip- 
ple, colonel  Jofiah  Bartlett,  and  colonel  Matthew  Thorn- 
ton be  and  they  hereby  are  elected  and  appointed  delegates 
to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire  in  the  Continen- 
tal Congrefs  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  23d  day  of 
January  next  ;  and  that  any  one  of  them,  in  the  abfence 
of  the  others,  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this  ftate  ;  and 
that   no  more  than  two  of  them  attend  at  one  time. 

"   Sent  up  for  concurrence.        John    Langdon,  fpeaker. 

*'  In  Council,  December  25,  1776.   Read  and  concurred. 
"  Eben.   Thompfon,    fecretary. 
"  Copy,  examined   by  Eben.  Thompfon,  fecretary.'' 

Mr.  Mann  Page,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read  as   follows  : 

"  Virginia, 
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*'  Virginia,  ff.  In  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  December,, 
4,  1776.  The  houfe  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  delegate,  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  general  Con- 
grsls,  and  the  membeis  having  prepared  tickets  for  the 
perfon  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into  t]\c  ballot 
box  ;  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Curie,  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  Mr. 
Prentio,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  by  the  fenate,  and  jointly  with  them  to 
examine  the  ballot-boxes,  and  report  to  the  houfe  upon 
whom,  the    majority   fell. 

'*  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jefferfon  acquaint  the  fenate  there- 
with. 

«*  The  committee  then  withdrew,  and  after  fome  time 
returned  to  the  houfe,  and  reported  that  they  had  met  a 
committee  from  the  fenate  in  the  conference  room,  and 
had  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot  boxes,  and  that 
the  majority  was  in  favour  of  Mann  Page,  junior,  of  Spott- 
fylvania,  efquire  : 

«*  Refohed  therefore,  That  the  faid  Mann  Page,  efquire,  be 
appointed  a  delegate,  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  general 
Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  George  Wythe,  efquire,  who  is 
neverthelefs  impowered  to  continue  to  aft  in  Congrefs, 
until  the  faid   Mann  Page  fhall  take  his  feat  therein. 

"  A  copy.  John  Tazewell,  C.  H.  D. 
f«  In  the  Senate,  December  4,  1776. 
"  The  houfe  proceeded  by  joint  ballot,  with  the  houfe 
of  delegates,  to  the  choice  of  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this 
ftate  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  George  Wythe, 
efquire,  and  the  members  having  prepared  their  tickets, 
and  depofited  the  fame  in  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr. 
Lewis,  and  Mr.  Cabell,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
meet  the  committee  from  the  houfe  of  delegates  in  the 
conference  chamber,  and  in  conjunftion  with  them  to  ex- 
amine the  joint  ballots,  and  report  the  ftate  thereof  to 
the  houfe  ;  and  having  made  their  report,  it  appears, 
that  Mann  Page,  junior,  efquire,  of  Mansfield,  hath  the 
greateft   number  of  votes  on  the  ballot  : 

"  Refohed  thereupon,  That  the  faid  Mann  Page,  junior, 
efquire,  of  Mansfield,  be  appointed  a  delegate  to  repre- 
fent this  ftate  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  George 
Wythe,  efquire  : 

"A  meffage  from  the  houfe  of  delegates  by  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
that  they  have  come  to  a  resolution,  authorifing  George 
Wythe,  efquire,  to  retain  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  until  Marin 
Page,  junior,  efquire,  fhall  take  his  feat  therein,  to  which, 
they  de'fire  the  concurrence  of  the  fenate,  and  he  deliver- 
ed the  fame,  and  then  withdrew  ; 

"  And 
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«<  And  the  faid  refolution  being  read, 

"  Refohed,  That  the   fenate  do  concur  with  the   houfe  of 
delegates  therein,    and  that  Mr.  Holt  acquaint  them  there- 
with.    A  copy  from  the  journals,      John  Pendleton,  C.  S." 
The  board  of  war  brought  in   a  report  which  was  taken 
into  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  reverend  Samuel  Kirkland  be  allowed 
the  falary  of  444  dollars,  for  the  current  year,  to  commence 
from  the  nth  day  of  November  laft,  as  miflionary  to  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  him  as  a 
compenfation  for  his  extra-fervices  and  expences  as  chaplain 
and  interpreter : 

That  the  falary  of  Mr.  James  Deane,  Indian  interpreter, 
be  increafed  to  300  dollars  for  the  current  year,  to  com- 
mence the  23d  of  November  laft  : 

That  the  pay  of  Thomas  Spencer,  blackfmith  among 
the  Indians,  mentioned  in  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the 
7th  inftant,  be  referred  to  the  comnuffioners  of  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  northern  department,  who  are  to  make  fuch 
addition  thereto,  as  they    fhall  think    proper  : 

That  the  falary  of  Mr.  CommifTary  Aylett  and  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  nor- 
thern department,  be  augmented  to  the  fum  of  75  dollars 
per   month  each  : 

That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofiah  Throop,  for  his  trou- 
ble and  expence  in  bringing  intelligence  of  a  public  na- 
ture, relative  to  the  affairs  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  for  other 
fervices. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Saturday  next  take  into 
confederation  the  moil  lpeedy  and  effectual  means  to  fur- 
nifh  the    new  levies   with    arms. 

Refohed,  That  a  ftanding  committee,  to  confift  of  five 
members,  be  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  ap- 
peals brought  againft  fentences  paffed  on  libels  in  the 
courts  of  Admiralty  in  the  refpe&ive  ftates,  agreeable  to 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  feveral  appeals, 
when  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  be  by  him  delivered  to 
them   for  their  final  determination  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfan,  Mr.  Serjeant,  Mr. 
Ellery,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refohed,  That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  nor- 
thern  department  : 

That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  ufe  of  B.  Harrifon,  efquire,  deputy  paymaf- 
ter general  in  the  femthern^  department  j  who  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

Refolvedy 
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Refohed,  That  166,666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
ftate  of  MaflachufettVBay,  by  the  continental  treafurer's 
order  on  the  loan  office  in  that  ftate  for  the  faid  fum,  the 
faid  Hate  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  impreffing  car- 
riages was  re-committed,  brought  in  another  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  and  after  debate 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  three 
members  be  added  to  the  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr,  Sherman,  and  Mr. 
Wilfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    January  31,   1777. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  general  Armftrong  is  come 
to  town  with  defign  to  lay  before  them  fome  matters  of 
confequence  : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  him,  and 
that  they  meet  him  this  evening  at  their  office. 

Refohed,  That  Samuel  Stringer  Coale,  and  Rinaldo 
Johnfon  be  appointed  figners  of  the  bills- of  credit  in  addi- 
tion to  thofe  already  appointed. 

A  petition  from  John  Darrel,  and  Luther  Martin  was 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  appeal  againft  the  decree  on 
the  libel  "  Job  Pierce,  &c.  againit  the  brig  Phoenix,"  has  by 
miftake  been  heard  and  determined  by  a  different  commit- 
tee from  that  appointed  to  hear  the  lame,  and  praying  that 
the  judgment  may  be  fet  afide,  and  a  new  hearing  granted  ; 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  judgment  puffed  on  this  appeal  be 
fet  afide  for  the  reafon  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  the 
hearing  and  determining  the  faid  appeal  be  referred  to  the 
Handing  committee  of  appeals. 

A  petition  and  remonftrance  from  a  number  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Somerfet  and  Worcefter  counties,  in  the  ftate  of 
Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and 
Mr.    R.    K.  Lee. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
ennfider  what  honours  are  due  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
general  Warren,  who  feil  in  the  battle  of  Bunker's-Hill, 
the  17th  of  June  1775  ;  and  of  general  Mercer,  who  died 
on  the  1 2th  inftant,  of  the  wounds  he  received  on  the  3d 
of  the  fame  month,  in  fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  Ame- 
rican  liberty,  near  Princeton  :  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr. 
Page,  and    Mr.  S.    Adams. 

A  memorial  from  Nathaniel  Rumfey,  late  a  captain  in 
the  firft  battalion    of  Maryland   regulars,  was    read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  fend  no  more  of  the 
fcarlet  cloth  in  their  pofleffion,  to  Virginia,  than  will  be 
fufficient  for  facing  of  the  cloaths  ordered  for  the  Virginia 
troops. 

The    delegates  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 

Jacob    Weaver    for    captain, 

Edward  Cowan   for   firft  lieutenant, 

William   Feltman  for   fecond    lieutenant,   and 

Andrew  Bachenftore  for  enfign,  of  the  company  of  in- 
fantry ordered    to  be  raifed    on  the    18th  inftant  : 

Refolvedy  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accord- 
ingly. 

Refolved,  That  1400  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Ja- 
cob Weaver,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  his  company  j  he 
to  be   accountable. 

Congrefs  refolved  itielf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration,  the  letter  of  the  12th  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull,  and  the  minutes  of  the  committees  from 
the  four  New-England  ftates  ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L. 
Lee  reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  have  had 
under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the 
letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the    committees   from   the  four  New-England   ftates. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  colonel 
Gift,  of  Maryland,  1500  yards  of  linen,  or  as  much  as 
will  be  fufficient  for  600  foldiers  ftiirts,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
foldiers  of  his   battalion. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reporred  that  there  is  due  : 

To  dodlor  Samuel  Mackenzie,  for  fundry  medicines  pur- 
chafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  in  Baltimore, 
86.74  dollars  : 

To  doftor  John  Hindman,  for  fundry  medicines  fupplied 
by  him  for  the  ufe  of  colonel  Richardfon's  battalion  of  ma- 
ryland  forces,  20.6  dollars  : 

To  captain  Henry  Dearborn,  for  fire  arms  belonging  to 
the  privates  of  his  company,  and  which  were  loft  at  the 
attack  of  Quebec,  and  for  his  extraordinary  fervices,  260.60 
dollars  : 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid    accounts    be  paid. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10   o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Felruary   I,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  January  from  James  Scott,  captain 
of  a  company  of  volunteer  militia  from  Fauquier  county  ir* 
Virginia,  was  read,  wherein  he  informs  Congrefs  that  he 
has  raifed  a  volunteer  company,  confuting  of  a  captain, 
two  lieutenants,  an  enfign,  four  ferjeants,  four  corporals, 
a  drum,  a  fife,  and  fixty-four  privates,  to  ferve  where  or- 
dered three  months  from  the  time  of  their  march,  and  de- 
fires   orders  and  one  month's  advance  : 

Refohed,  That  captain  Scott,  with  his  company,  be  ta- 
ken   into  continental    pay  on  the  terms  propofed  : 

That  700  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Scott^ 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  company  ;  captain  Scott  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  the  board  of  war  direct  captain  Scott  to  march 
immediately  with  his  company  and  join  general  Wafhing- 
ton. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and 
remonftrance  from  the  inhabitants  of  Somerfet  and  Wor- 
cefter  counties  in  the  flate  of  Maryland,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which    was  taken  into    consideration  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  {'aid  petition  and  remonftrance,  with 
the  depofitions  accompanying  the  fame,  be  forthwith  trans- 
mitted to  the  general  affembly  of  the  ftate   of  Maryland  : 

That  the  faid  general  Affembly  be  earneftly  requeftcd  to 
fend  a  fufficient  number  of  their  artillery  and  militia  ef- 
fectually to  fupprefs  the  tories  in  the  counties  of  Somerfet 
and  Worcefter,  and  to  feize  and  fecure  the  perfons  men- 
tioned in  a  lift  to  be  tranfmitted  with  thefe  refolves,  and 
all  others  in  the  faid  counties  who  {hall  appear  to  have 
been    the  leaders  of  the  tory    faction    there  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affembly  afore- 
faid  to  direct  that  a  day  be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  counties  to  affemble  at  appointed  places,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  required  by  the  faid  ftate,  and  that 
all  who  {hall   refufe  or  neglect  fo  to  do  be  difarmed  : 

That  general  Smallwood  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required 
to  affift  in  executing  the  orders  of  the  faid  affembly  for  the 
purpofe  aforefaid  : 

That  this  Congrefs  will  afford  one  battalion,  or  more  if 
requefted  by  the  faid  affembly,    for    the  faid  purpofe  : 

That  the  faid  affembly  be  requefted  to  caufe  all  offend- 
ers as  aforefaid  to  be  brought  to  immediate  trial  agreea- 
bly  to  the  laws  of  the  faid  ftate.  Ordered^ 
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Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Smallwood, 
and  inform  him  it  is  the  direction  of  Congrefs  that  he  call  to 
his  afliftance  any  continental  officers  and  troops  he  fhall  think 
proper. 

Refolvedy  That  Saint  George  Peak  be  appointed  a  Agner 
of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  appointed. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commifiary  of  mi- 
litary ftor'es  in  Maryland,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Saint  George  Peak  was  ekfted. 

The  committee  on  the  northern  department  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  conilderation  ;  whereupon 

Refo/ved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler's 
propofal  for  purchafing  the  cloathing  and  arms  of  a  troop  of 
horfe  formerly  raifed  in  Schenectady,  mentioned  in  his  letter 
of  the  13th  of  January: 

That  the  paymafter  in  the  northern  department  be  direct" 
cd  to  render  a  particular  account  to  Congrefs  of  the  fums  of 
money  that  have  been  paid  into  his  hands  in  fpecie,  and  of 
his  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

Refo/ved,  That  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  report  be  pofl- 
poned  for  farther  confideration. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Tuefday    next. 

Tuesday.    February  4,     1777. 

Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Lovell,  delegates  from  Mafia* 
ehufetts-Bay,  attended  and  took  their  feats. 

Mr.  Burke,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read 
as  follows  : 

"  North-Carolina.  In  Congrefs,  December  20,  1776. 

Refofoed,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Tho- 
mas Burke,  efquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
delegate's  to  attend  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  until  fuch  time  as  the  ge- 
neral affembty  fhall  direct  otherwife  ;  and  they  are  inverted 
with  fnch  powers  as  may  make  any  act  done  by  them  or 
any  of  them,  or  confent  given  in  the  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf 
of    this   (late,    obligatory    upon    every   inhabitant    thereof. 

"  By  order,  Cornelius  Harnet,  prefident. 

"  James  Green,  junior,  fecretary." 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  January  from  the  committee  of 
Congrefs  at  Philadelphia  ; 

One  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  from  general  Wafh- 
xngton  at  Morriflovvn  ;    and 

One  of  the  21ft  from  Daniel  Joy  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
committee  of  Congrefs;  were  read. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  23d  of  December  from  Cornelius  Harriet, 
prefident  of  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina, 
together  with  a  memorial  from  the  faid  convention,  and  a 
depofition  of  Emperor  Mofely,  refpe&ing  the  capture  of 
the  brig  Jofeph,  by  the  fchooner  Eagle,  Brafilla  Smith, 
commander,  and  an  invoice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  faid 
brig,  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  the  letters  on  this  fubjeft  formerly  committed  to 
the  marine  committee,  be  referred  to  this  committee  : 

The  members  ehofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Serjeant. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Mary- 
land, was  read. 

Refohed,  That  Jofeph  Gaither  be  appointed  a  figner  of 

the  bills  of  credit,  in    addition  to  thofe  already    appointed. 

Ordered,  That    the  letters   from  the  committee   of  Con- 

grefs,  general   Wafhington,    and   Daniel  Joy,  be  referred 

to  the   board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  doctor  Thomas  Young  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the    medical  committee. 
A  memorial   from  Nathaniel  Donnel  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
Refolved,   That  it  be  recommended   to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty of  Maryland,  to  cau!V>  the  tories  in  the  counties  of  So- 
merfet  and  Worcefter  to    be  difarmed   as  quickly   as  poffi- 
ble  ;  and  the  provifions  to  be  removed  from  thofe   counties, 
that  have  been  colle&ed  there  for  public  ufe. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Burke  of  Jamaica,  who  has  applied 
to  Congrefs  to  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,    be  referred  to  general   Wafhington  : 

Refohed,  That  doftor  Burke  be  added  to  the  medical 
committee;  and  that  he  be- appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine   committee  in  the  room  of  Mr.    Hooper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hooper  have  leave  to  return  home. 
Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  cenfideration  the  letter  from  governor  Trum- 
bull, and  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four 
New-England  ftates,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to 
them  referred,  but  not  having  eome  to  a  conclufion,  dellred 
leave   to  fit  again  : 

Refohed,    That   Congrefs   will  to-aiorrow  rcfolve  itfelf 

into 
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into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  let- 
ter from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
committees  from  the  four  New- England  ftates. 

A  letter  of  the  ill  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  5,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  was  read  : 

Alio  a  refolution  entered  into  by  the  officers  of  the  Bal- 
timore town  battalion,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,    That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  general  Putnam,  with  a  number  of  pa- 
pers enclofed,  and  a  letter  from  the  North-Carolina  prifon- 
crs  were  read  : 

Ordered,    That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of    war. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Hudfon,  the  paymafter'in  Baltimore. 
be  direcied  to  fettle  with  colonel  Gift,  and  pay  fuch  of  his 
men,  as  are  inlifted  to  ferye  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
up  to  the  10th  of  this  month,  and  alio  to  pay  the  Virginia 
troops  on  their  march  to.  general  Wafhington,  the  arreara- 
ges of  pay  due  to  them  ;  and  that  he  trar.fmit  an  account 
of  what  he  pays  to  the  paymafter  general,  in  order  to  regu- 
late the  future  pay  of  the  faid  troops. 

Refohed,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jo- 
nathan Hudfon,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be'  account- 
able% 

A  letter  from  HenricuG  Godet,  of  Euftatia  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and 
that  they  return  an  anfwer. 

A  memorial  of  Gotleib  Klofe,  a  native  of  Silefia,  and 
late  a  mifiionary  from  the  united  brethren  to  the  negroes 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  was  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  he 
was  taken  on  his  paffage  to  Briftol,  in  the  fnow  Thomas, 
T.  Nicholfon  mafter,  by  the  continental  cruifer  Andrew 
Doria,  and  praying  that  his  effects,  confining  of  the  tools 
of  his  trade  and  cloathir.g  may  be  reftored  to  him  ;  where- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

A  petition  from   Edward  Southoufe  was  read: 

Ordered,    That  it   be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  and 
Mr,   Chafe. 

A  petition  from  the  Shipwrights  at  Fell's  Point  was 
read: 

Ordered 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  a  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops 
in  North'Carolina,  and  that  his  rank  be  determined  when 
the  other  general  officers  for  the  army  are  elected; 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Francis  Nam,  efquire,  was  elected. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain 
Henry  Johnfon  to  the  command  of  the  Lexington,  in  the 
room  of  captain  Fulford,  who*  as  they  inform,  has  decli- 
ned :  .. 

Refohed,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  him  accord- 
ingly. 

Refohed,  That  Elijah  Bowen  be  appointed  firft  lieute- 
nant of  the  faid  brig  Lexington. 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  Moore  be  directed  to  detach 
into  the  different  parts  of  North- Carolina,  recruiting  offi- 
cers, and  that  he  be  careful  to  felect  fuch  for  that  pur- 
pofe  as  are  well  acquainted  and  efteemed  in  that  ftate  : 

And  in  order  to  expedite  this  important  purpofe  of  re- 
cruiting the  army, 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  Nafh  ufe  his  perfonal  influence 
in  the  weflern  parts  of  that  ftate,  and  by  every  means  in  his 
power  ftimulate  the  inhabitants  to  inlift,  and  urge  the  re- 
cruiting officers  to  be  active  in  their  duty,  as  it  is  a  matter 
of  much  importance  to  the  common  caufe  that  the  fix  regi- 
ments formerly  raifed  in  North- Carolina  fhould  be  filled 
up,  and  the  three  lately  ordered,  recruited  to  their  full 
compliment,  before  the  15th  day  of  March  next. 

Refohed,  That  brigadiers  Moore  and  Nafh,  proceed  with 
the  nine  continental  regiments  raifed  and  directed  to  be  rai- 
fed in  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  to  join  general  Wafh- 
ington  ;  and  that  they  begin  the  march  from  South-Ca- 
rolina of  fuch  of  the  faid  nine  regiments  as  (hall  be  then  there, 
on  the  15th  day  of  March  next,  and  of  fuch  continental 
troops  as  fhall  be  in  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  as  foon 
as  they  fhall  be  joined  by  the  regiments  which  are  ordered 
as  aforefaid  from  South-Carolina.  That  the  troops  be 
marched  by  regiments  or  parts  of  regiments,  as  the  com- 
manding officer  fhall  judge  heft. 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  of  the  ftate  of  North-Ca- 
rolina, and  the  executive  powers  of  the  feveral  ftates* 
through  which  fuch  troops  fhall  march  on  their  way  to 
head  quarters,  be  lequefted  to  render  them  every  affiftance 
in  their  power,  to  expedite  their  progrefs  ; 

That  brigadier  Moore  be  impowered  to  draw  upon  the 
deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  fouthern  department, 
for    fuch    aims    of   money  as  fhall  be  neceffary  to  procure 

fupplies 


February,  1777.  ft 

fupplies  for  the  faid  troops,  until  they  join  the  continent- 
al army  ;  and  that  all  ccmmiffarics  and  quartermallers  in 
the  continental  fervice,  who  fhall  be  in  the  ftates  through 
which  they  pafs,  contribute  their  belt  endeavours  to  aid  in 
"carrying  this  refolve  into  execution  with  all  pofilbk  expedi- 
tion. 

The  board  of  war,  who  were  directed  to  confer  with  ge- 
neral Armftrong  reported,  that  they  have  had  a  confer- 
rence  with  him  ;  that  the  conference  turned  upon  various 
and  important  lubjecls,  relative  to  the  railing  the  new  army, 
fupplyiag  them  witL  arnu,  ammunition,  cloathing,  provilions, 
and  medicines  : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  digeft  the  faid  confer- 
ence, and  bring  in  a  proper  report  on  the  feveral  matters 
mentioned,  faving  what  relates  to  medicines. 

Refolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  impowered  to 
employ  a  fuitable  perfon  in  each  of  the  ftates,  to  purchafe 
fuch  medicines  as  they  fhall  direct,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
my, which  can  be  procured  at  any  reafonable  rates. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  enquire  what  is  be- 
come of  the  medicines  which  doctor  Morgan  took  fiom 
13olton,  and  which  dodtor  Stringer  bought  for  the  north- 
ern army,  and  take  meafures  to  have  them  fecured  and  appli- 
ed to  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Refolved,  Thzt  three  members  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian   affairs ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr. 
Burke. 

Refolved,  That  Mr. '  Thomas  Cummings  be  appointed 
and  impowered  to  fupply  the  continental  troops  in  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  with  rations  on  the  mod  reafonable  terms  he 
can,  till  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  William  Aylett,  efquire,  deputy  commif- 
fary  general,  be  directed  forthwith  to  purchafe,  with  a* 
much  Tecrecy  as  poflible,  and  lay  up  in  proper  magazines, 
convenient  to  water  carriage,  under  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  trufty  florekeepers,  a  quantity  of  good  merchant- 
able Indian  corn,   not  exceeding    ten  thoufand  barrels. 

Refolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate 
of  North-Carolina,  upon  a  warrant  from  the  governor  of 
the  faid  ftate  for  that  fum,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiflioners  at  the  court  of  France 
be  directed  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  to  fend  with- 
out delay  80,000  blankets,  40,000  complete  fuits  of  cloaths, 
for  foldiers,    of  green,  blue,    and  browa  colours,  with  fuit- 
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able  facings,  and  cloth  of  the  fame  colours,  with  trimming 
fufficient  for  40,000  fuits  more,  100,000  pair  of  {lock- 
ings, fit  for  foldiers,  1,000,000  of  flints,  and  200  tons 
of  lead,  in  armed  veffels,  to  fuch  ports  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  fecret  committee  fhall  direft  ;  that  they  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  for  complying  with  their  con- 
tracts ;  that  the  feveral  States  be  requeued  to  order  their 
armed  veffels  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  direction  of  the  fecret  committee  ;  that  they  be  allow- 
ed a  reafonable  compenfation  for  the  ufe  thereof,  with  the 
appraifed  value  of  fuch  as  may  be  loft  :  and  that  one  of 
the  new  continental  frigates,  with  the  armed  veffels  which 
may  be  furnifhed  by  the  refpeclive  ftates,  be  employed  by 
the  fecret  committee,  to  export  produce  and  import  military 
fiores  for  the  next  campaign. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
confider  the  extraordinary  fervice  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Cald- 
well, of  New  Jerfey,  and  report  what  compenfation  fhould 
be  made  him  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Page.  ■ 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  confider  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New- Eng- 
land ftates  ;  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee have  had  under  conlideration  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  have  come  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  he 
was  ordered  to  deliver  when  Congrefs  is  ready  to  receive 
it  : 

Ordered,    That  it  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  be- 
ing read,  , 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration   thereof  be  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from 
the  four  New-England  ftates,  which  were  under, the  con- 
jfideration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.    Sherman. 

Refolved,  That  the  warrant  of  general  Wafhington,  for 
5000  dollars,  in  favour  of  colonel  Hartley,  be  paid  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  paymafter  general,  and  that 
an  account  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  faid  paymafter 
general. 

Refolved,  That  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  brigadier  Arm- 
itrong's  brigade  major,  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  ac- 
count 


Fe  bruary,  'I777.  53 

count  of  the  paymaftcr  general,    and  that   he   be    informed 
thereof. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  jo  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thurso  ay.  February  6,  1777. 

Refohed,  That  two  members  be  a-^ded  to  the  board  of 
treafury: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Flmer. 

A  number  of  copies  of  the  addrefs  from  *he  convention 
of  New  York,  to  their  conftituents,  tranflated  into  the 
German  language,  were  fent  to  Congrefs: 

Ordered,  That  they    be  delivered  to  the  board    of  war, 
who  aredirecled  to  have  them  diftributed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confederation*  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  colonel  H.  Hollingfworth  continue  to 
fupply  the  troops  paffing  through  the  Head  of  Elk  with 
provifions  at  the  ufual  rates  : 

A  motion  being  made  and  feconded, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J  Adams,  Mr.  R,  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Serjeant,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

Refohed,  That  \  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Robert 
Cummings  for  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed  That  6coo  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier 
Small  wood,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  arrearages  due 
to  his    late  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  colonel 
Stone,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  1050  yards  of  linen  and 
cloth  proper  for  facings  for  his  foldierscloaths. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  ftate  of  Georgia;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  fupply  of  arms  and  cloathing  for  the 
continental  battalions  in  Georgia  ought  to  be  furnifhed  ac 
cxpeditioufly  as  poffible : 

And  as  that  flate  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  numerous 
and  powerful  nations  of  Indians,  it  is  an  object  of  important 
confideration  to  cultivate  their  friendfhip  and  feeure  peace 
wkh  them  ;  and  this  is  rendered  more  neceffaryby  the  coa- 
tiguity  of  thofe  nations  to  the  colonies  of  Eaft  and  Weft 
Florida,  from  whence  the  agents  of  the  king  «f  Great-Bri- 
tain are  perpetually  flimulating  the  favages  to  make  wa^ 
Upon  the  people  of  Georgia  ;  therefore 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure for  the  defence  of  Georgia  a  fupply  of  arms  and 
•loathing    for  the  continental   forces  raifed  a$  the  quota  of 

JD    2  that 
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that  ftate,  and  that  they  alfo  procure  goods  for  carrying 
on  the  Indian  trade  to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  20, coo  dollars  advanced  by  the  fecret  com- 
mittee to  Mr-  Gwintiet  for  that  purpofe,  which  goods  may 
be  delivered  either  at  Charles  Town  in  South-Carolina,  or 
in  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  Indian  commif- 
iioners  of  the  fouthern  department,  to  be  employed  in  fe- 
curing  the  friendfhip  of  the  fouthern  Indians. 

Refolded,  That  as  foon  as  the  artillery  companies  alrea- 
dy ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Georgia  are  completed,  an  addi- 
tional company  of  artillery  be  raifed  on  the  continental  efta- 
blifhment  for  the  ftafce  of  Georgia,  to  confiilof  one  captain, 
two  lieutenants  and  fifty  privates. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direel:  colonel  Buchanan, 
■wbofe  battalion  is  under  orders  to  march  to  general  Wafh- 
ington,  to  proceed  immediately  with  his  battalion  to  So- 
merfet  and  Worcefter  counties,  to  fupprefs  the  infurgents 
in  tlhofe  parts  ;  and  that  the  faid  board  haften  with  all  ex- 
pedition the  march  of  colonel  Gift  with  his    battalion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  proceedings  of 
the  committees  from  the  four  New-England  itates,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     Felruary  7,   1 7 7 7 i 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Mary- 
land, inclofing  a  depofition  of  William  Patterfon,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  2d  Virginia 
battalion  in  Baltimore  be  dire&ed  to  proceed  with  the 
troops  under  his  command  to  Somerfet  and  Worcefter  coun- 
ties on  the  eaftern  more,  to  affift  in  quelling  and  bringing 
to  juftice  the  infurgents  in  thofe  parts,  and  having  perform- 
ed that  bufinefs,  to  proceed  immediately  with  his  troops  to 
general  Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fupply  the  troops  of  the 
2d  Virginia  battalion  with  arms  and  neceffary  accoutrements. 

Mr.  Buller  Clairbone,  Mr.  Jofeph  Scott,  and  Mr.  Spotf- 
wood  Dandridge,  who  were  appointed  captains  of  the  ar- 
tillery battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia,  having 
declined  that  fervice,  Congrcfs  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
three  captains  to  fupply  their  places,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken, 

Mr.  Anthony  Singkton,  Mr.  John  Winder,  and  Mr.  Ja- 
cob Walker  were  elefted. 

Refolved,  That  an  extract  of  governor  Trumbull's  letter 

of 
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of  the  12th  of  January,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  pay  of 
the  Connedticut  light  horfe  who  ferved  lad  campaign,  be 
tranfraitted  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  he  directed 
.to  fettle  their  pay,  and  give  orders  for  the  payment. 

Refohed,  That  1  ico  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee 
of  fecret  cgrrefponoence  for  public  fervice;  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Refohed,  That  Monday  fe'nnight  be  affigned  for  electing 
general  officers. 

Rcfohed,  That  Zachariah  Maccubin  be  appointed  a  figner 
of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  appointed. 
Mr.  Lux  and  Mr.  Purviance,  who  were  appointed  by  the 
board  of  war  to  examine  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Nichols, 
having  reported,  that  it  appears  by  the  treafurer's  books, 
that  the  faid  Nichols  received  533.30  dollars,  and  that  he 
has  paid  5465  dollar*,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  of  478. 55 
dollars  due  from  him  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lux  and  Mr.  Purviance  be  requefted  to 
receive  from  the  faid  Nichols,  the  faid  balance  of  478.55 
dollars. 

Qrdered,  That  the  faid  Thomas  Nichols,  alias  Dudley, 
who  is  in  cuftody  on  fufpicion  of  mal-practices,  be  confined 
till  farther  orders. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due 
to  Gerard  Hopkins,  for  fix  chairs  and  a  pine  table  for  the 
ufe   of  the  treafury  office,  24.60  dollars  : 

To  Anthony  Dearing,  for  the  hire  of  his  team  14  days 
in  the  fervice  of  the  fecond  Virginia  battalion,  on  their 
march  to  join  general   Wafhington,  35  dollars  : 

To  Francis  Lewis,  efquire,  for  cam  he  paid  enfign  John 
Gaffway,  for  the  fupport  of  fick  foldiers  on  the  road,  be- 
longing to  the  battalion  late  colonel  Smallwood's,  6  dol- 
lars : 

To  James  Calhoun,  efquire,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  obfervation  of  Baltimore  county,  for  cafh  he  paid  to 
Mr.  James  Buchanan,  for  the  reward  of  45  pounds  for 
taking  up  Alexander  M'Cleod,  Daniel  M'Cleod,  and  Mur- 
dock  M'Caftle  ;  three  of  the  North-Carolina  prifoners,  who 
broke  jail,  and  for  the  expences  of  bringing  them  from 
Broad  Creek  in  SufTex  county  to  Baltimore,  the  fum  of 
215.52   dollars  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  John  Mont- 
gomery, and  Jafper  Yates,  efquires,  comrniffioners  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for  the  p3y  and 
part  rations  of  the  militia  of  Weft  Augufta  county,  in 
Virginia,  and  Weftmoreland  county  in  Penn  "ylvania,  who. 
D   3  ■        marched. 
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niarched  to  Pittfburg,  previous  to  the  late  Indian  treaty, 
for  their  fervices  21  days  ;  and  Mr.  Yates's  expcnce1-  for 
that  time,  amounting  10^1505  13J.  8^.  That  the  faid 
commiffioners  expended  on  their  return  to  Prttfburg  with 
the  Indian  chiefs  who  viiited  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
jT.g2  i$s.  *od.  the  whole  amounting  to  £^  S9^  gs.  6d. 
of  which  they  received,  on  account  of  Indian  expences,  the 
fum  of  f  loc  ;  and  that  there  remains  a  balance  due  to 
them  of  .  f.  149s    cs.    6d.  equal  103995.84  debars  : 

That  there  mould  be  paid  to  the  honourable  Roger 
Sherman,  efquire,  for  the  hire  of  Edward  Whitmore'g 
waggon,  and  two  horfes  taking  feven  Indians  of  the  Pe- 
nobfcot  tribe,  from  New-Haven  to  Marinec,  £.6  fi.r,  and 
for  a  horfe  belonging  to  John  Pierpont,  taken  by  the  ene- 
my in  the  above  fervice,  /'  10,  both  fums  making  /\;6  8j. 
lawful   money  of  New  England,   equal  to  54.60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Aitkin,  for  paper,  inkftands, 
quills,  fealing  wax,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  office, 
the   fum  of  37.  a  l    dollars: 

Ordered,   That  that  the  faid   fums  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee for  printing    the  journals  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whitherfpoon  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poliponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,     February  8,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  one  of  the  31(1  of  January  from  general  Wafh- 
ington,  at  Morris-Town  ;  one  of  the  3d  inilant  from  go- 
vernor Livinglton  at  Haddonfield,  New-Jerfey  ;  one  of  the 
31ft  of  January  from  meff.  Walton  and  Tayloi  at  Eafton; 
one  of  the  23d  of  January  from  general  Schuyler  at  Albany, 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  and  one  of  the  24th  of  the 
fame  month    from     D.   Waterbury  ;    were    read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the   board   of  war. 

Refohed,  That  Dennis  Griffith  be  appointed  a  figner  of 
the  bills  of  credit,  in    addition  to  thofe    already  appointed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have 
examined  the  account  of  George  Lindenberger,  for  con- 
veying the  Hcffian  officers  and  their  fervants,  prifoners 
from  Baltimore  town  to  Dumfries  in  Virginia;  and  that 
his  account  amounts  to  the  fum  of  ^.192  I2.f.  3d.  <f  which 
he  received  of  the  treafurer,  £.112  ics.  and  that  there 
is  due  to  him  a  balance  of  ^,49  11s.  gd.  equal  to  132.21 
dollars  : 

Order  id,  That  the   faid  account  be  paid. 

Refohed, 
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RefolveJ,  That  12,600  dollars  be  paid  to  George  Noarth, 
efquire,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  William  Palfrey, 
efquire,  paymaller  general,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  art 
order  in  his  favour,  drawn  by  the  faid  William  Palfrey, 
dated  Newton,  January  22,   1777. 

Rcfolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee 
of  Congrefs  in  Philadelphia  lor  public  fervice  ;  they  to  be 
accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed, 
adjaurned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  10,  1777* 
A  letter  of  the  8th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Mary- 
land, with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  relating  to  the  infur- 
reftion  on  the  eaftern  more  of  Maryland  ;  one  of  the  3d 
from  Southy  Simpfon  of  Accamac  ;  and  one  the  nth  of 
December  lad  from  general  Lee  at  Morriftown,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Southy  Simpfon  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

Refulvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Maryland,  to  prevent  the  failing  of  all  provifion 
veffels,  while  the  enemy's  fiu'ps  of  war  infeft  the  bay,  as 
there  is  the  greater!  reafon  to  apprehend  they  cannot  avoid 
falling  into  the    poffeffion  of  the  enemy. 

Rejhhed,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Betton, 
towards  defraying  the  expences  of  carrying  money  to  the 
eaftern  ftates,  he  to  account  with  the  ftate  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  be  defired 
to  fend  William  Pigot,  a  prifoner,  under  a  trufty  guard 
to  the  town  of  York,  in  Pennfylvania,  and  deliver  him  with 
this  order  to  the  committee  of  York  Town,  who  are  de- 
fired  to  have  the  faid  William  Pigot  fafely  and  fecurely  con- 
fined in  prifon  till  farther  orders. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Duggan  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred   to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition    from  Timothy    Folger    was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  * 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  inform  brigadier  Small- 
wood  by  letter,  that  Congrefs  have  ordered  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  troops  as  they  judge  neceffary  for  fuppreffing  the 
infurgents  on  the  eaftern  more  of  Maryland,  and  direcx-  him 
to  order  the  officers  employed  on  the  recruiting  fervice,  to 
apply   themfelves   diligently  to  that  bufinefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  jo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  V  JSDAY, 
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Tuesday,     February  it,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Mifflin  was  read  % 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  450,000  dollars  be  fent  to  general  Mif- 
flin in  lieu  of  a  like  fum  ordered  to  be  paid  him  by  a 
draught  on  T.  Smith,  efquire,  commifiloner  of  the  loan- 
office,  in  tie  (late  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  that  the  board  of 
treafury  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  preparing  and  for-, 
warding  this  fum. 

Refo/ved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to 
devife  ways  and  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  con- 
tinental currency,   and  fupplying    the  treafury  with  money  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Harrifon.,  Mr  Burke,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr,  Middleton,  and  Mr. 
Brownfon, 

Refohedy  That  James  Franklin  and  William  Gibfon  be 
appointed  figners  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe 
already  appointed. 

Refohed,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  fait  petre 
committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Page,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr. 
Elmer,  and    Mr    Burke. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  the  petition  of  colonel 
Duggan  was  referred  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into    confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  relates  to 
the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  colonel  Duggan  be  referred  to 
the   commanding  officer  in  the  northern    department. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  fundry  officer* 
complain  of  the   conduct  of  colonel  HaufTegger  ; 

Ordered*  That  the  board  of  war  enquire  into  the  nature 
of  the  chaiges  againft  colonel  HaufTegger,  and  tranfmit 
the  fame  to  general  iWafhirjgtQij,  with  the  names  of  the 
informants  and  v-  itneffes  to  fupport  the  charges,  and  de- 
fire  him  to  take  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  bringing 
the    faid  colonel    HaufTegger    to   trial. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due 
to  captain  William  Galbraich,  for  the  hire  of  a  guard  on 
the  Carolina  prifoners  in  Baltimore,  the  fum  of  £■$"/  qj.  yd. 
and  for  the  allowance  to  prifoners.  being  13  in  number, 
17  days,  from  the  25th  of  January  to  the  nth  of  Februa- 
ry incluiive,  at  15J.  per  week,  ^'.23  13J.  $</.  both  fums 
being  £-"Jo   lys.   equal  to  1 89,1 8  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Ruttcr,  for  the  expences  of  his  guard  cf  n 
men,  himfelf  included,  in  conducting  prifoners  from  Bal- 
timore   to  Lecfburg,   70.43   dollars : 

To 
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T°  William  Lavely,  inn  keeper,  for  entertaining  Hefiiaq 
officers  and  their  fervants  while  in  Baltimore,  40. 12  dollars  : 

To  Charles  Jones,  quartermaster  of  the  7th  Virginia  re- 
giment, for  the  hire  of  two  teams,  in  bringing  baggage  to 
Baltimore,   73.55   dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  that  the  faid   accounts  be    paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    February    12,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  the  council  of  fafety  ofPenn- 
fylvania  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it   be  referred  to   the  board  of  treafury. 

Refohed,  That  John  Barney  and  Hans  Creery  be  appoint- 
ed figners  of  the  oills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe  alrea- 
dy appointed. 

Refo/ved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  con- 
fid  er  the  moil  effectual  means  of  dilcouraging  and  preven- 
ting defertions  from    the  army  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Serjeant,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.   Lee. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refo/ved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Southy  Simp- 
fon,  written  by  direction  of  the  committee  of  Accarnac 
and  Northampton  counties,  in  Virginia,  be  fent  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council  of  that  (late  ;  and  that  they  be  defned 
to  ftation  in  thole  counties  two  companies  of  the  troops 
raifed  for  the  particular  defence  of  that  itate  ;  and  in  cafe 
fuch  companies  cannot  be  fpared,  brigadier  Lewis  is  di- 
rected to  fend  over  two  companies  of  continental   troops. 

Ordered  That  the  fecond  paragraph  in  the  report  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  en  defertions. 
■  Ordered,  That  brigadier  Waterbury  be  referred  to  the 
commiffioners  for  fettling  the  continental  accounts  in  the 
ealtenT  deparment,  for  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts  of 
monies  expended  on  account  of  the  intended  expedition 
againft  the  tories  on  Long-Ifland. 

Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  impowered  to  make 
the  moil  advantageous  ufe  of  the  fait  fprings  mentioned  in 
his  letter  of  the  23d  of  January  laft  ;  to  employ  proper 
perfons  {killed  in  making  fait,  and  to  purchafe  boilers  and 
other  things  neceflary  lor  the  purpofe  : 

That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  letter  as  relate  to  Tndian  af- 
fairs, be  referred  to  the  committee  en  Indian  affairs 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to 
fettle  all  matters  ,of  rank  and   pay   among  the  officers  of 

'  the 
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the  Virginia  and  Maryland  regiments,  and  to  fill  up  and 
date  their  commifnons  as  he  fhall  think  juft  and  proper  ; 
and  that  he  alfo  fettle  any  difputes  that  may  arife  in  the 
army  refpccting    rank. 

Refolved,  That  8oco  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Cummins,  commiffary  of  provifions,  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
fupplying  the  troops  going  on  the  expedition  to  Somerfet 
and  Worceiter  counties  ;  and  1,500  dollars  to  colonel  Hen- 
ry Hollingfvvorth,  for  fupplying  the  troops  marching  through 
the    Head   of  Elk  to  join  general  Wafhington: 

That  6,cco  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  M'Clenaghan, 
of  the  7th  battalion  of  Virginia  troops,  for  the  purpofe  of 
re-inlifting  his  men  for  three  years,  and  recruiting  his  bat- 
talion. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  write,  to  general 
"Wafhington,  and  confult  him  on  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  cauiing  fuch  of  the  troops  in  his  army,  as  have 
jnot  had  the  fmall-pox,  to  be  inoculated,  and  recommend 
that  meafure  to  him,  if  it  can  be  done  confiftent  with  the 
public    fafety,  and  good  of  the  fervice. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Babcock  who  brought  a  letter  from 
colonel  Stewart,  at  Lebanon  in  Coime&icut,  vefpediing 
cannon,  and  other  public  bufinefs,  be  paid  as  an  exprefs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due  to 
Charles  Jones,  quartermafter  of  the  7th  Virginia  regiment, 
for  forage  fupplied  by  him  to  the  waggon  horfes  attending 
the  faid  regiment  on  their  march  to  Baltimore,  59.41  dollars  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  William  Bauf- 
man,  barrackmafter  at  Lancafter,  being  for  fundry  fup- 
plies  of  wood,  Sec.  and  for  his  and  his  fon's  pay,  amount- 
ing to  £-773  ls'  l°d.  of  which  he  received  £.500  from 
the  committee  of  Lancafter  county,  and  £•$0  from  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  there  remains  due  to  him  a  balance 
of  ^.243    is.   Jod.  equal  to  648.22  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the   faid  accounts   be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  northern  department  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  letter  from  colonel  Stewart,  who  was  fent  a- 
greeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  to  procure  cannon  at 
Mr.  Livingfton's  and  Salifbury  foundries,  wherein  he  in- 
forms that  there  is  a  quantity  of  cannon  at  Salifoury  foun- 
dry, which  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  are 
willing  to  dlfpofe  of  to  the  continent,  but  demand  the  price 
of  feventy  pounds  lawful  money  per  ton  for  18  and  9 
pounders,  and  eighty  pounds  lawful  money  per  ton  for  6, 
4,  and  3  pounders  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  aforefaid  write  to  gover- 
nor Trumbull  and  inform  him  of  the  cuatratts  entered  in- 
to 
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to  by  Congrefs  ;  that  they  ftate  to  him  the  prejudice  it 
will  do  thofe  contract,  and  the  ill  effects  that  mud  enfue 
to  the  continent,  mould  fo  high  a  price  be  -jiven  for  thefc 
cannon,  and  therefore  reoueit  him  to  lend  the  cannon, 
which  are  much  wanted  for  the  defence  ot  Ticonderoga, 
and  affure  bin  Congrefs  will  return  them,  or  others  in  lieu 
of  them    as  foon  as  poffible. 

RfofoeJ,  That  Clement  Brook  and  William  Hammond, 
be  appointed  Miners  of  the  bills  of  credit  in  addition  to 
thofe   alrealy   appointed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  proceedings 
of  the  committees  from  the  four  New- England  Hates,  made 
a  report,  which,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  after  de- 
bate, 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed 
edjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,   F?»ruary   13,    1777. 

Refofo'd,  That  15000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jona- 
than   H:dfon  for  puhlic  fervice  ;   he  to  be    accountable. 

R  foh'J,  That  Saturday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  propriety  of  appointing  com  million  ers 
to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  feveral  ftates  againft, 
the  continent,  and  of  fuch  of  the  faid  {fates  as  have  re- 
ceived public  money,  in  the  eaftcrn  and  middle  depart- 
ments. 

Refolved,  That  James  Walker,  Horatio  Johnfon,  and 
John  Taylor,  be  appointed  figners  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in 
addition  to  thofe  already   appointed. 

Refofoed,  That  2000  dollaus  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Crocket, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  Mofes  Hazen,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  an  order 
of  lieutenant  colonel  Edward  Antil,  in  favour  of  the  faid 
B.   Crocket,   dated    Wilmington,   February    1777. 

Refolved,  That  1 00,0 DC  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for  the  recruiting  fervice  i  the 
faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  promoting  the  manura6ture  of  falt- 
petre   reported, 

*'  That  they  have  had  a  conference  with  Jacob  Robfa- 
men,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  has  been  very  ufeful- 
ly  employed  for  one  year  next  preceding  the  25th  of  De- 
cember paft,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  in  the  manufacture 
of  fak-petre,  and  the  inftruction  of  all  perfens  applying  to 

him 
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him  in  the  procefs  of  making  falt-petre,  under  a  contract: 
for  that  purpofe  with  this  committee  :  that  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  bufinefs  he  has  received  nothing  more  than  his, 
expences  ;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
he   is  entitled  to  a  farther  reward  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  faid  Jacob  Robfamen, 
the  fum  of  6co  dollars,  as  a  compenfation  for  his  extraor- 
dinary fervices  in  the  profecuticn  of  this  important  bufi- 
aefs. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  a  petition 
from  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Weftmoreland  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  a  letter  from  Thomss  Crefiap  of  Mary- 
land, were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  would  be  improper  and  inexpedient 
to  raife  at  prefent  any  more  companies  for  the  defence  of 
the  weftern  frontiers,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate 
danger   of  an  Indian  war. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Mary- 
land was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  colonel  Camp- 
bell was  referred,  made  a  verbal  report ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  auditing  accounts 
in  the  northern  department  be  directed  to  make  enquiry 
concerning  the  lofs  of  colonel  Campbell's  baggage  in  the 
retreat  of  the  army  from  Quebec,  and  to  report  to  Con* 
grefs  a  date  of  the  facts  and  the  evidence  relating  to  them. 
Refolved,  That  colonel  Campbell  be  continued  in  his 
former  pay  and  rank  ;  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  im- 
mediately to  the  commiffioners  for  auditing  and  fettling 
the  accounts  of  the  northern  army,  and  fettle  with  them 
the  accounts  of  his  late  department. 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  general  Lee's  letter  refpecting 
captain  Gibfon  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that 
caotain  Gibfon  be  recommended  to  the  general  for  promo- 
tion in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 
That  there  is  due  to  George  M'Candles,  for  entertaining 
the  Virginia  light  horfe  on  their  march  to  join  general 
Wafhington,  66.66  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Myers,  for  entertaining  the  Virginia  light 
horfe  on  their  march  to  join  general  Wafhington,  and  for 
waggonsge,  his  extraordinary  expences  and  trouble,  and 
taking  care  of  the   lick,  439.75   dollars: 

To  captain  Henry  Sheafe  for  the  pay  of  a  guard  of  mi- 
litia over  the  prifoners  from  the  24th  ^December  to  the  3d 
February,  1 1  8.54  dollars  : 

•"  ^  FT* 
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To  Robert  Jewell,  for  maintaining  prifoners  in  the  new 
jail  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  falary  of  himfelf  and  his 
two  afiiftants    to  the  24th   of  January,   766.79  dollars  : 

To  John  Griffith,  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provifions,  wood, 
&c.  in  the  guard  houfe  and  priion  for  prifoners,  and  for 
cafh  he  paid  for  the  fupport  of  Carolina  prifoners  in  Balti- 
more,  101.15  dollars: 

To*  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  for  cafh  he  paid  to  Michael 
Watman  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  bringing  paper  for 
continental  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  38.6 
dollars  : 

To  Daniel  Grant  for  provifions,  firing,  &c,  to  a  guard 
over  the  treafury  nine  days  by  order  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury  at  Baltimore  22.26   dollars  : 

Ordered,   That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  011  deferters  brought  in  a  report  which  was 
read. 

Congrefs  refunded  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the 
four  New-England  ftates,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poffc- 
poned   till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  jo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     February   14,    1 777. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Erwing  of  Baltimore,,  was 
read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred   to  the  fecret   committee. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report  which  was 
read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken 
into    confideration  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  T.  Paine  be  impowered  and  di- 
rected to  contract  with  colonel  Gridley,  for  forty  8  inch 
iron  howitzers,  upon  terms  that  he  fhalljudge  reafonable, 
and  caufe  ten  of  them  to  be  mounted  and  fent  to  Ticon- 
deroga. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  direel  the  managers 
of  the  lottery  to  fend  with  ail  expedition  tickets  of  the  firft 
clafe  to  the  feveral    ftates. 

Reftlved,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  An- 
toine  Selin,  towards  railing  major  OttendorPs  corps,  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  major  Otten- 
dorf. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter 
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A   letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the   boavd   of  war 

Congrefs  returned  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  fiom  the 
four   New-England  ftates,  and    afttr  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it    be  re-committed 

Ordered,  That  doctor  timer  have  leave  of  abfence,  pub- 
lic   bufinefs  requiring   his  attendance  at   home. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10   o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  February   15,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the    ;cfh  from    governor  Henry  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it    b-.-  referred  'o   the  board  of  war. 

Orderec,  That  the  copy  of  general  Howe'?  letter  which 
was  inclofed  in  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  5th,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Britifh  and  Htffian  officers. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report 
©n  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  the  four  New- 
England  ftates,  brought  in  another  repurt,  which  was  tak- 
en into   confideration  :   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  confidenng  the  fituation  of  the  New-Eng- 
land ftates,  Congrefs  approve  of  the  meafures  adopted  and 
recommended  by  the  committees  from  the  four  New-Eng- 
land ftates,  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland  ; 
and  alfo  of  the  meafures  to  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
depreciation  of  thei»-  currency,  except  that  part  which  re- 
commends the  Making  bills  bearing  interell,  which  being 
a  meafure  tending  to  depreciate  the  continental  and  other 
currencies,  qyght  not  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is  fo  recom- 
mended by    Congrefs  to  the  faid    New- England    ftates: 

That  the  plaw  for  regulating  the  price  of  labour,  of  ma- 
nufactures, and  internal  produce  within  thofe  ftates,  and 
of  goods  imported  from  foreign  parts,  except  military 
ftores,  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  other  Uni- 
ted States  :  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  adopt 
fuch  raeafures,  as  they  fhall  think  moft  expedient  to  re- 
medy the  evils  occafioned  by  the  prefent  fluctuating  and 
exorbitant   prices    of  the   articles  afurefaid  : 

That  for  this  purpofe  it  be  recom  mended  to  the  legisla- 
tures, or  in  their  recefs,  to  the  executive  powers  of  the 
ftates  of  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennlylvanih,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  meet 
at  York  town  in  Pennfylvauia,  on  the  third  Monday  in 
March  next,  to  confidcr  of  and  form  a  fyftem  of  regulation 
adapted  to  thofe  ftates,  to  be  laid  before  the  refpeftive 
legiflatures   of  each  uate,  for  their  approbation  :  That 
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That  for  the  like  purpofe,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
legiflatures  or  executive  powers  in  the  recefs  of  the  ler-i- 
ilatures  of  the  ftates  of  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  to  appoint  commifiioners  to  meet  at  Charlef- 
ton  in  South-Carolina  on  the  firft  Monday  in  May  next  : 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feve- 
ral  ftates  to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  manning 
the  continental  frigates  fitted  for  the  fea  in  their  refpedt- 
ive   ftates  : 

That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  United  States 
to  avoid  as  far  as  poffible,  farther  emiffions  of  paper  mo- 
ney, and  to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  fpeedily 
drawing  in  and  finking  their  paper  currency  already 
emitted  : 

That  fuch  parts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committees 
from  the  four  New-England  ftates  as  relate  to  the  price  of 
labour  and  other  things,  be  publifhed  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  other  ftates,  together    with  thefe  refolutions. 

The    committee  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Lavely,  for  entertaining 
a  party  of  the  Virginia  light  horfe,  on  their  march  to  ge- 
neral   Waftungton,    14.48   dollars: 

That  there  fliould  be  paid  to  the  honourable  Mann  Page, 
on  account  of  Henry  Baker,  for  provifions  fupplied  by  him 
to  captain  Morgan's  company  of  Virginia,  in  July,  1775, 
56.20    dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Peter  Kemp,  for  a  wag- 
gon horfe,  that  was  impreffed  in  public  fervice,  and  died 
on  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  been  with 
baggage  belonging  to  the  Virginia  troops,  80   dollars  : 

That  there  fliould  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  500 
dollars  for  the  public  fervice,  and  for  which  they  are  to  be 
accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid   accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  1 500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gerard  Hop- 
kins, fon  of  Richard,  quartermafter  in  Baltimore,  for  pub- 
lic fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  icth  from  James  Home,  a  prifoner,  was 
read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
who  are  impowered  to  do  therein  what  they  mall  judge 
proper. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that 
their  agents  in  the  eaftern  ftates  have  by  their  order,  in 
purfuance  of  the  directions  of  Congrefs,  purchafed  a  quan- 
tity of  cloathing  for  the  army,  to  the  amount  of  £. 36, 000 
lawful  money, 

I  Refohed, 
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Refolved,  That  120,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fecret 
committee  to  pay  for  the  faid  goods,  the  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being'  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  A/londay. 

Monday,      February   17,    J  777. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  14th  from  colonel  Gilt,  \r\' 
clofing  a  proclamation  by  the  affembly  of  Maryland,  were 
read. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  papers  isclof- 
ed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;    whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  attention  which 
general  Schuyler  has  given  to  fecure  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians  towards  thefe  States,  and  of  the 
rneafures  which  he  is  taking  to  defeat  the  evil  defigns  of 
our  enemies,  who  with  unremitting  cruelty  are  endeavour- 
ing to  precipitate  thefe    Indians    into  a  war   again!!  us. 

That  so,OCO  dollars  be  delivered  out  of  the  military  cheft 
in  Albany  to  the  commifiiouers  of  Indian  affairs  tor  the 
4  northern  department,  who  are  defired  to  purchafe  there- 
with in  thefe  United  States,  fuch  Indian  goods  as  may  be 
proper,  and  diitribute  the  lame  among  the  Indian  nations 
in  their  department,,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall  judge" 
molt  conducive  to  cultivate  the  peace  and  friendfhip  of  the 
faid  nations,  and  that  the  commiffioners  direft  fuch  per- 
fons  as  they  fhall  employ  to  purchafe  the  faid  goods,  that 
they  do  not  bid  againll  others  already  employed  in  pur- 
chafing    goods  for  thefe  United   States. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  the  marine  Committee  be 
impowered  to  advance  20  dollars  to  each  feaman,  who 
will  enter  to  ferve  on  board  the  Lexington,  the  fame  to 
be  deducted  out  of  their  (hare  of  the  prize  money,  arifing 
from    the   captures  made    by  the   faid    Lexington. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  revife 
the  regulations  of  the  poft-office,  and  repoit  a  plan  of  car- 
rying it  on,  fo  as  to  render  the  conveyance  of  intelligence 
more    expeditious   and  certain. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hcyward,  Mr.  J  Adams,  Mr. 
Whitherfpoon,   Mr.   R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.   S.   Adams. 

Rffohed,.  That  on  Tuefday  the  25th  inftar.t,  when  Con- 
grefs adjourn,  it  fhall  be  adjourned  from  Baltimore  to  meet 
at  Philadelphia. 

Refchcd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed    to 

coa* 
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confidcr  the  flate  and  fituation  of  the  North-Carolina  pri- 
foners,  and  report   thereon   to   Congrefs : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whitherlpoon,  Mr.  Rumfey, 
and  Mr.  Burke. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  fuppreffing  the  in- 
ternal enemies  of  America,  and  preventing  a  communica- 
tion of  intelligence   to  our    enemies  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  tvva 
members  be  added  to  the  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,   Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Re/ohed,  That  20,000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Willi- 
am Crawford,  for  railing  and  equipping  his  regiment,  which 
is    part  of  the  Virginia  new  levies. 

Re/ohed,  That  Mr.  Aquila  Norris  be  appointed  a  figner 
of  the  continental  bills  of  credit  in  addition  to  thofe  al- 
ready appointed. 

Congrefs  having  this  day  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  meditate  an  expedition  to  the  bay  of  Chefrp^ak  the 
enfuing  campaign,  and  that  the  eadern  fhore  is  the  firft 
object   or  place    of  landing  : 

Re/ohed,  That  the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  be 
requefted  to  take  immediate  and  the  moll  effectual  mea- 
fures  that  the  flocks  be  removed  from  their  refpective 
eaflern  more  counties,  and  their  adjacent  iflands,  or  fo> 
fecured  that  they  may  not  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and 
that  means  the  mod  effectual  be  taken  to  protect:  and  fecure 
the  well  affected  inhabitants  from  the  infults  and  plunder 
of  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  deliver  the  Lex- 
ington when  fitted  for  the  fea  and  manned,  to  the  order 
of  the  committee  offecret   correfpondence. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  forward  to  the  coun- 
cil of  MaffachufettS'Bay,  a  copy  of  the  refolution  of  the 
5th  inftant,  requefting  the  feveral  Hates  to  order  their 
armed  veffels  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  direction  of  the  fecret  committee,  and  that  they  re- 
quefl  the  faid  council  to  fend  in  one  of  the  veffels  belong- 
ing to  their  ftate,  a  trufty  perfon,  at  the  expence  of  the 
continent,  who  {hall  take  charge  of.  fuch  papers  as  fhall 
be  intruded  to  him  by  the  fecret  committee,  and  govern 
himfelf  agreeable  to  the  orders  he  fhall  receive  from  the 
.faid  committee. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to,  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.  III.  E  Tussdav, 

......  _ 
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Tuesday,    February    j8,    1777. 

Mr.  Heyvvard  attending  in  his  place  produced  credenti- 
als of  a  new  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  ; 

"  South-Carolina,  in  General  Aflembly,  the  toth  day  of 
January,  1777.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  council, 
and  ofthehoufe  jointly,  voted  for  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  ftate  in  the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  the  ballots  be- 
ing reckoned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  honourable 
Arthur  Middleton,  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  and  Henry  Lau- 
rens, efquires,  having  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  members 
prefent,  were  duly   eleQied. 

**.   In  General  AfTembly,  the  20th  day  of  January,  1777. 

"  Refolved,  unanimovjly,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate 
in  the  continental  Congrefs  already,  or  hereafter  to  be 
elected,  or  a  majority  of  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  at  any  time 
be  prefent  in  the  faid  Congrefs,  or  any  one  of  the  faid  de- 
legates, if  no  more  than  one  ihall  be  prefent,  be  and  they 
and  he  are  and  is  hereby  authorifed  and  impo^ered  for  and 
in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute 
every  me  a  Cure  which  they  or  he  together  with  a  majority 
of  the-  continental  Congrefs  fhall  judge  neceflary  for  the 
defence,  fecurity,  intereft,  or  welfare  of  this  ftate  in  par- 
ticular,   and  of  America    in  general. 

"  In  the  General  Aflembly,  the  21ft  day  of  January, 
1777.  The  members  of  both  houfes  proceeded  to  ballot, 
jointly  for  two  more  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in 
continental  Congrefs,  and  the  ballots  being  caft  up,  Mr. 
Speaker  reported,  that  only  the  honourable  Charles  Pink- 
ney,  efquire,  of  the  gentlemen  that  were  balloted  for, 
had  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  prefent,  who 
was  accordingly  declared  duly  elefted.  The  members  of 
both  houfes  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  other  dele- 
gate, and  the  votes  being  reckoned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported 
that  the  honourable  Paul  Trapier,  junior,  efquire,  was 
duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  ballots  of  the  members 
prefent.  True  extracts  from  the  journals, 

"  Peter   Timothy,   CI.  G.  A." 
A  letter  of  the  8  th  from  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Taylor  at 
Durham,  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes    of  proceedings   with 
the  Indians  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia  ;  one  of  the  22d  and  one  of  the  25th  of  Ja- 
nuary from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  at  Fifhkill  ;  one  of  the  1  ith  from  general  Waihing- 
ton  at  Morriftown,  with  fundry  letters  from  French  offi- 
cers i 
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■c.ers  ;  one  of  the  28th  of  January  from  brigadier  Moore  at 
Charleftown  ;  and  one  of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month  from 
brigadier  Howe  at  the  fame  place,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Howe,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  South-Ca- 
rolina,  North-Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  council  of  fafety  of 
New- York   be  referred    to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  caufe 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  military  abilities  and  con- 
duct of  the  French  gentlemen  in  the  army,  and  how  far 
they  can  be  ufefully  employed  in  the  fervice  of  thefe 
ftates,  and  to  difmifs  fuch  of  them  as  he  fhall  find  unwor- 
thy of  commiffions,  or  unable  to  render  fervice  in  the  mi» 
litary   line. 

Mr.  Chafe  attending  in  his  place,  produced  credentials 
of  a  new  appointment  of  delegates  for  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land, which  were  read  as   follows  : 

*\  f n  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  February  15,  1777.  On 
ftriking  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes  for  delegates  to  re- 
prefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  a  majority  appeared  in  fa- 
vour of  Samuel  Chafe,  Benjamin  Rumfey,  William  Smith, 
Charles  Carrol,  of  Carrclton,  Thomas  Stone,  and  Willi- 
am Paca,  efquires,  Refohed  therefore.,  That  the  faid  Sa- 
muel Chafe,  Benjamin  Rumfey,  William  Smith,  Charles 
Carrol,  of  Carrolton,  Thomas  Stone,  and  William  Paca, 
efquires,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  be  delegates  to  re- 
prefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs. 

.."   By  order,  G.  Duval,  CI.   Ko.  Del." 

Refohed,  That  Darby  Lux,  and  Daniel  Carrol  be  ap- 
pointed figners  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  in  addi- 
tion to  thofe  already  appointed. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing an  additional  number  of  general  officers ;  and  after 
debate, 

Refohed,  That  three  majors  general  be    appointed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned   to   10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Wednesday,   February  19,   1777. 
Refohed,    That    colonel   Campbell    have   leave   to   go  to 
Virginia,    to   tranfadt  fome     bufinefs   relative   to    his     own 
private  affairs. 

Refohed,  That  6000  dollars  be  paid  to  Chriftopher  Rich- 
mond, and  charged  to  the  account  of  brigadier  W.  Small- 
wpdd,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  arrearages  due  to  the 

battalion 
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battalion  and  independent  companies,  ferving  lad  cam- 
paign, under  the  command  of  the  faid  brigadier,  then  co- 
lonel Smallwood,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  his  draught  in 
favour  of  the  faid  C.  Richmond,  dated  Annapolis,  Februa- 
ry i5»  mil- 

Refolded,  That  in  voting  for  general  officers  a  due  re- 
gard fliould  be  had  to  the  line  of  fucceffion,  the  merit  of  the 
perfons  propofed,  and  the  quota  of  troops  raifed  and  to  be 
raifed  by    each    ftate. 

Refoht-d,  That  the  numbea-  of  major  generals  now  to  be 
appointed  be  five. 

Refuhcd,  That  brigadier  Lewis  be  directed  to  order  all 
the  troops  raifed  in  Virginia  for  the  continental  army,  to 
march  immediately  by  the  neareft.  route,  in  companies  and 
parts  of  companies  to  general  Wafhington's  army,  proper 
officers  being  left  behind  to  recruit  the  companies  or  corps 
that  are  deficient  in  numbers,  and  to  bring  up  the  recruits 
when    raifed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  out  of  the 
public  ftores  120  yards  ofcoarfe  duffels  to  the  captain  of 
the  Lexington,  to  fupply  the  place  of  blankets  for  the  rneri 
onboard  the  faid  veffel. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  five  major  gene- 
rals, and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentle-* 
men  were  duly  elected    viz. 

.Lord   Stirling, 
Thomas  MifHin, 
Arthur   St.  Clair, 
Adam    Stephen, 
Benjamin    Lincoln. 
Ordered,  That  Mr,  Hudfon  pay  captain  Jones  of  the  Vir° 
ginia  light    horfe.  ihree  months  pay,  and   the  privates  with 
him  each  one 'months  pay.  and  tranfmit    an  account   there- 
of to  the  payrn after  general. 

The  feveral  matters  Jo  tiiis  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  io  o'clock   to-morrow.  ' 

Thursday,  February  20,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Mor- 
riftown,  inclofmg  one  of  the  9th  to  him  from  general  Lee 
at  New-York,  and  one  of  the  10th  from  the  fame  to  Con- 
grefs ;  three  of  the  17th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia  ;  one  of  the  30th  of  January  and  one  of 
the  lft  of  February  from  the  council  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  ; 
one  of  the  30th  January  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New- Hampshire  ;  one  of  the  3d  from  governor  Cooke  at 
Providence;  one  of  the  7th  from  governor  Trumbull ;  one 

of 
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of  the  14th  from  general  Washington-,  with  fundry  papers 
in  eld  fed  relative  to  the  hofpital  ;  one  of  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary from  general  Ward  ;  and  one  of  the  2d  inStant  from, 
colonel  Wayne  ;  were  read. 

Revived,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymaster 
general,  for  the  life  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with 
the  papers  relative  to  the  hofpital,  be  referred  to  the  medi- 
cal committee  ;  that  the  letter- from  general  Lee  lie  on  the 
table  ;  and  that  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war. 

Rpfohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  colonel  Buchanan  on  the  fobject  of  a  contract  for 
fupplying  the  army  with  provifinns. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  copy  of  general  Howe's 
letter  to  general  Wafhington  was  referred,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refuhed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  immediately 
to  order  the  five  Heffian  field  officers  and  lieutenant  colonel 
Campbell  into  fafe  and  clofe  cuftody  ;  it  being  the  unalter- 
able refolution  of  Congrefs  to  retaliate  on  them  the  fame 
punifhment  as  may  be  inflicted  on  the  perfon  of  general  Lee; 
That,  to  manifeSt  to  all  the  world  how  averfe  Congrefs.. 
are  to  this  fevere  but  neceffary  meafure,  which  alone  can 
teach  our  cruel  enemies  to  regard  the  laws  of  nations  and 
the  rights  of  humanity  ;  and  that  Congrefs  not  only  lament 
but  would  willingly  avoid  the  neceffity  of  this  juit  retalia- 
tion :     ' 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  tranfmit  to  each  of  the 
HeSfian  officers  and  to  colonel  Campbell  copies  of  the  refoivc 
of  Congrefs  of  the  otiitkf  January,  of  fuch  part  of  general 
Washington's  letter  of  the  13th,  and  of  general  Howe's 
anfwer  thereto  of  the  23d  of  January,  as  relates  to  general 
Lee  ;  and  inform  thofe  officers  that  the  conduct  of  general 
Howe  alone  induces  Congrefs  to  treat  them  in  a  manner  fo 
very  different  from  that  which  has -ever  been  Shewn  to  all 
other  prifoners  of  war  of  thefe  States  :  and  that  if  any  of 
them  think  proper  to  write  on  this  fubject  to  the  BritiShor 
Heffian  general,  the  letter  Shall  be  tranftnitted  by  a  flag. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Gates,  and 
inform  '  him  it  1*3  the  earned  defire  of  Congrefs  that  he 
Should  refume  the  office  of  adjutant 'general,  and  that  his  pre- 
fent  rank  and  pay  Shall  be  continued  to  him. 

The  committee  on  ways  «.nd  means  of  fupplying  the  trea- 
fury  and  Supporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  :  Ordered 
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Ordered  to  lie  on    the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  fubjeft  of  increasing  the  number  of 
general  officers,  and  thereupon 

Rejolved.  That  ten  brigadiers  be  appointed. 
■  Ordered,  That  the  ele&ion  of  thefe  brigadiers  be  poftpo- 
ned  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  his  Services  attending  Congrefs 
from  the  4th  of  December  to  the  20th  of  February,  being 
78  days  ;  and  for  ink-powder,  candies,  &c.  79.35    dollars  ; 

To  Robert  M'Gee,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon,  taking 
the  baggage  of  captain  Yates's  company  of  the  4th  batta- 
lion of  Maryland  forces,  26   dollars  ; 

To  William  Adams,  for  ftabling,  oats,  &c.  for  eight 
waggon-horfes  and   three  Virginia    light  horfe,    1 1   dollars  : 

To  doctor  Frederick  Phyle,  for  the  amount  of  his  ac- 
count for  medicine  and  attendance  to  the  German  battalion, 
in    Philadelphia,   1999.48  dollars  : 

To  John  Fleming,  for  the  hhe  of  his  team  20  days  in  the 
fervice  of  the  army,  and  for  ferriages  paidby  him,  80.27  dol- 
lars ;  and  4  dollars  for  the  ferriage  of  his  waggon  and  hor- 
fesover  Raid-Friars  on  the  Sufquehanna,.  kept  by  Alexander 
Ewing,  as  appears  by  his  receipt,  and  which  the  faid  Fleming 
was  compelled  to  pay  or  he  could  not  pafs,  and  which  appears 
an  extortionate  fum  :  the  whole  amounts  to    84.27  dollors : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid   accounts    be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed^. 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,    February    21,    1 777. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  plan  re? 
ported  for  fuppreffing  the  internal  enemies  of  America, 
and  preventing  a  communication  of  intelligence  to  the 
other  enemies  of  thefe  ftates,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered   to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  10th 
from    general  Lee ;  and    thereupon 

Refolvedf  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  inform 
general  Lee  that  Congrefs  are  purfuing  and  will  continue 
to  purfue  every  means  in  their  power  to  provide  for  his  per- 
fonal  fafety  and  to  obtain  his  liberty  : 

That  general  Wafhington  inform  him  of  the  ftepf.  taken 
to  effect  thefe  ends,  and  at  the  fame  time  acquaint  him 
that  Congrefs  judge  it  altogether  improper  to  fend  any  of 
their  body  to  communicate  with  him,  and  that  they  can- 
not perceive  how  a  compliance  with  his  requeft  will  tend 
to  his  advantage  or  the   intereft  of  the  public.  Agree- 
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Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  the  brigadiers,  previously  agreeing  that  the 
rank  of  the  brigadiers  now  to  be  elected  mall  be  fettled 
after  the  elections,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  count- 
ed, the  following    gentlemen  were  elected — 

Colonel  Enoch  Poor,  colonel  J.  Glover,  colonel  J.  Pat- 
terfon,  colonel  Anthony  Wayne,  colonel  Jame9  Mitchel 
Varnum,  colonel  J.  P.  De  Haas,  colonel  G.  Weedon,  co- 
lonel l\  Mulhlenberg,  colonel  J.  Cadwallader,  and  colonel 
W.    Woodford 

Refolved,  That  the  rank  of  the  foregoing  brigadiers  and 
*f  brigadier   Nafn  be  fettled  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,     February   22,  1777. 

Refolved,  That  Thomas,  Bullit,  efquire,  deputy  adjutant 
general,  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  on  the  continental  ef- 
tablimment. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  brigadiers 
elefted  yefterday,  and  of  brigadier  Nam,  with  refpee\  to 
each    other     and  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  fuch  as  are  in  the  continental  fervice  take 
rank  according  to  the  dates  of  their  commiffions,  and  the 
rank  they  held  in  the  army  at  the  time  of  their  promotion; 
and  that  fuch  as  do  not  hold  continental  commiffions  Hand 
after   them  in  the  order  in   which  they  are   elected. 

On  motion,  "  That  colonel  Woodford,  who  formerly 
held  a  commiffion  of  colonel  in  the  continental  fervice, 
but  reiigned,  take  rank  according  to  the  date  of  the  faid 
commiffion  :" 

Queftion  put — Carried  in  the  negative. 

A  memorial  from  Regnier  de  Rouffi,  and  a  reprefenta- 
tion  from  Thomas  Rutherford  and  three  other  prifoners 
from   North-Carolina,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  Regnier  de  Rouffi  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  and 

That  the  reprefentation  from  the  North-Carolina  prison- 
ers be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee   of  ways  and  means  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  thirteen  millions  of  dollars    be  borrowed 
on  loan-office  certificates   of  the  following  denominations* 
2500     of      20c  dollars  each,  500,000 

9185  300  ditto,  2,755,500 

7350  4C0  ditto,  2,940,000 

5513  500  ditto,  2,756,500 

.3675 


74  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

$6j5  600  ditto,  2,205,000 

1843        I  Ooo  ditto,  1,843,000 


30066  13,000.000 

Refolved,  That  all  certificates  iffuing  after  the  firft  emif- 
iion  be  figtied  by  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire,  treafurer,  or 
Samuel  Hillegas,  and  counterfigned  agreeable  to  the  refolu- 
tions  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  of  October  1776,  and  15th  of 
January  1777. 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurer  be  directed  to  remain  in  Bal- 
timore till  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolded,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general,  to  be  fubjefr. 
to  the  draughts  or  orders  of  Congrefs  ;  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

Refolved,  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of 
Connecticut,  and  charged  to  that  ftate. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Jolt  Triefback  be  appointed  a  captain,  and 
Charles Merckle  a  lieutenant  in  major  Ottendorff's   corps: 

That  1 ,500  dollars  be  paid  to  doctor  Samuel  M'Kin&ie, 
for  the  life  of  the  hofpital  in  Baltimore  ;  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

Refolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on 
the  treafury : 

The  member  chofe-n,  Mr.  William  Smith. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjoy/ned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     February  24,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  December  laft  from  major-gene- 
ral Ward  ;  one  of  the  12th  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  at 
Pittfburgh,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  22d 
from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia;  one  of 
the  20th  from  general  Wafhington  ;  and  one  of  the  20th 
from  G.  Walton,  efquires,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Morgan,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs ;  and  that  the  letter  from  general  Ward  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  2,600  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Hud- 
fon  Martin,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  paymafter 
general  ;  the  fame  being  in  full  of  an  order  drawn  by  gene- 
ral Wafhington  on  William  Palfrey,  paymafter   general,  in 

favour 
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Tour  of  Levin  Joynes,  dated  February  10,  1777,  an^  'n" 
dorfed  by  the  faid  Joynes  to  captain  Woodfon,  and  by 
captain   Woodfon  to  the  faid   lieutenant  H.  Martin. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs, 
and  that  from  general  Wafhington,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  : 

Congrefs  thereupon  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair ;  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  taken  into  confideration  the  letters  referred  to  them, 
and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  order- 
ed  to  report. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  CoHgrefs,  being  read,  and  \he  queftion  put  on  each, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Refolded,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  it 
will  be  agreeable  to  Congrefs,  that  he  call  over  to  him, 
fuch  farther  aid  from  the  troops  under  general  Heath,  as 
he  mall  think  proper,  and  that  he  order  all  the  continen- 
tal troops  that  are  at  Providence,  immediately  to  join 
him  : 

That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  dellred  to  place  as 
many  militia  on  the  highlands  as  may  be  fufficient  to  de- 
fend thofe  pafies  againft  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  during 
the  abfence  of  the  regular   troops. 

And  in  order  farther  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  ge- 
neral, 

Re/ohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fend  let- 
ters by  exprefs  to  the  colonels  or  other  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  feveral  regiments  now  raifing  and  recruiting  in 
the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
ginia, ordering  them  immediately  to  march  the  troops  in- 
lifted  under  their  command,  by  companies  and  parts  of 
companies,  to  join  the  army  under  general  Washington  ; 
proper  officers  being  left  behind,  to  recruit  the  companies 
or  corps  that  are  not  yet  compleated,  and  to  bring  up  the 
recruits  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  write  fimilar 
letters  to  the  colonels  or  other  commanding  officers  of  the 
regiments  now  raifing  and  recruiting  in  the  ftates  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut, 
New-York,  and  New-Jerfey,  excepting  fuch  regiments  as 
he    fhalldeftinc   for  the  fervice  of  the  northern   department: 

That  the  governor  of  New-Jerfey  be  requefted  to  order 
the  militia  of  that  ftate  properly  armed  and  equipped,  im- 
mediately to  join  the  general ;  and  that  the  council  of 
fafety   of  Pennfylvania  be  alfo  requefted  to    fend  to  the  aid 
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of  the  general  fuch  of  their  militia  properly  armed  and 
equipped,  as  are  contiguous  to  New- Jerfey.  It  being  the 
earner!;  defire  of  Congrefs  to  make  the  army  under  the 
immediate  command  of  general  Wafhington,  fufficiently 
flrong,  not  only  to  curb  and  confine  the  enemy  within 
their  prefent  quarters,  and  prevent  them  from  drawing 
fupport  of  any  kind  from  the  country,  but  by  the  divine 
bleffing,  totally  to  fubdue  them  before  they  can  be  rein- 
forced. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  14th;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  feveral  Mates  be  requefted  to  take  the 
rnoft  effectual  ileps  for  immediately  collecting  from  the 
inhabitants  not  in  actual  fervice,  all  continental  arms,  and 
give  notice  of  the  number  they  fhall  collect  to  general 
Wafhington  : 

That  all  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  (lamped  or  marked  with  the  words  United 
States  ;  all  arms  already  made  to  be  itamped  upon  fuch 
parts  as  will  receive  the  impreffion,  and  thofe  hereafter 
to  be  manufactured  to  be  itamped  with  the  faid  words 
on  every  part  composing  the  ftand  ;  and  all  arms  and'  ac- 
coutrements fo  ftamped  or  marked  fhall  be  taken  where- 
ever  found  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftates,  except  they  fhall  be 
in   the  hands  of  thofe   actually  in  continental   fervice  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feve- 
ral- ftates  to  enact  proper  laws  for  the  punifhment  of  thofe 
who  fhall  unlawfully  take,  fecrete,  rcfufe  or  neglect  to  de- 
liver any  continental  arms  or  accoutrements  which  they  may 
have  in  their  poflefilor.. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed    till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10.  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,     February  25,  1777. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  war  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  feveral  ftates  be  requefted  and  im- 
powered  to  barrow  or  purchafe  on  behalf  of  the  continent 
from  the  militia  within  the  faid  ftates  reflectively  as  many 
good   and  fufficient  arms  as  can  poffibly  be  procured. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  cenfideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Haymaker  was  read,  praying  to  be 
allovyed  a  compeufation  for  fornc  hovfes  ftolen  from  him  by 
•the  Indians. 

On 
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On  the  queftion  put  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition, 

Carried  in  the   negative. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  (late  of  the  North -Carolina 
prifoners  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refohu-d,  That  the  prifoners  from  North -Carolina  now 
in  prifon  or  under  guard  in  Baltimore,  be  put  upon  their 
parole,  and  engaged  to  continue  at  Fredericktown  in  Ma- 
ryland, or  within  one  mile  of  it,  till  the  farther  order  of 
Congrefs. 

Orderedy  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report 
carry  the  refolution  into  execution,  and  take  fuch  fecurity 
of  the  prifoners  for  the  faithful  obfervance  of  their  parole 
as  the   faid  committee   tiiink   proper. 

Congrefo  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  woollens  are 
brought  into  the  port  of  Baltimore  by  a  privateer  belong- 
ing to  the  flatc  of  New-York,  which  are  fit  for  the  army, 
and  immediately  neceffary  for  cloathing  and  fiipplying  the 
new  raifed  levies. 

Refolded,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  appoint 
proper  perfons  to  appraife  the  faid  woollens,  in  order  that 
the  value  of  the  fame  may  be  paid  to  the  flate  of  New- 
York,  or  that  a  like  quantity  of  woollens  be  fupplied  that 
ftate  from  the  clothier  general  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war 
give  dire&ions  for  having  the  cloth  thus  obtained  made  up 
as  quickly   as  poflible  into  foldiers  cloaths 

The  committee  on  the  poll-office  brought  in  a  report, 
which    was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  deferters,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolution? : 

To  the  end  that  the  mod  fpeedy  flop  may  be  put  to  the 
pernicious  and  unfoldierlv  practice  of  deferting,  and  that 
fuch  offenders  who  receive  the  public  money  for  fervices 
that  they  defign  not  to  perform,  may  be  certainly  and 
fpeedily  carried  back  to  the  corps  they  have  deferred  from, 
it  is  earneilly  recommended  to  the  committees  of  obferva- 
tion  or  infpeftion  in  thefe  United  States  that  they  caufe 
diligent  inquiry  to  be  --..;.»  in  their  refpective  counties  or 
diftricls  for    all  th        iay  be  lurking  or  harboured 

therein,  and  caufe  fuch  whenever  found  to  be  immediately 
fecured  and  conveyed  to  the  neareft  continental  officer; 
and  all  fuch  officers  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  and  fe- 
cure  fuch  deferters,  that  they  may  be  fafely  delivered'  to 
their  refpeciive  regiments  and  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial 
F   2  and 
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and  exemplary  puniftiment :  and  farther,  to  pay  to  the  perfons 
delivering  fueh  deferters  eight  dollars  for  each  deferter  fo 
brought  and  delivered,  and  twelve  ninetieths  of  a  dollar 
in  lieu  of  expences  for  every  mile  from  the  place  where  the 
deferter  was  taken  up  to  the  place  where  he  is  delivered 
to  the  officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolve  and  the  firft,  fecond 
and  third  articles  of  the  6th  feftion  of  the  articles  of  War 
be  published  in  the  feveral  news-papers  for  fix  months,  and 
alfo  that  300  copies  be  printed  in  hand  bills  and  fent  to 
camp,  to  be   distributed    among  the  officers. 

On  an  application  frOm  two  officers  of  the  2d  and  7th 
Virginia  battalions,  who  were  left  beh-ind  to  bring  up  the 
bagg-age  of  their  refpe&ive  battalions,  and  from  a  furgeon's 
mate  belonging  to  the  2d  battalion  for  two  moHths  pay  for 
themfelves  and  the  men  with  them,  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  camp ; 

Orderedy  That  they  apply  to  Jonathan  Hudfon,  efquire, 
and  that  he  pay  the  faid  officers  and  men  two  months  pay  ; 
and  tranfmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  general,  and  to  the 
paymafter  general. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Witherfpoon  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Serjeant  have  leave  of  abfence,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;    whereupon 

Refolved, ,  That  Monf.  Regnier  de  Rouffi  be  allowed  the 
rank  and  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  from  the  12th  day  of 
January  17*77,  and  be  referred  for  future  employment  to 
general  Wafhington. 

The  committee    of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  doctor  Benjamin  Rufh,  for  fundry  medicines  and  at- 
tendance to  lick  foldiers  and  prifoners,  473.18  dollars  : 

To  Richard  Stockton,  efquire,  and  to  be  paid  to  doctor 
Benjamin  Rufh,  for  the  hire  of- two  horfes,  a  fulkey,  &c, 
for  his  journey  to  Ticonderoga  laft  fall  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
151.30  dollars  : 

To  captain  James  Cox,  for  the  pay  of  a  guard  of  militia 
to  the  treafury,  and  prifoners,  and  for  candles  for  the  ufe  of 
the  guard.    104.42  dollars. 

That  there  fhould,  be  paid  to  Samuel  Purviance,  efquire, 
147.87  dollars,  the  amount  of  George  Prefftnan's  account 
for  plaftering  done  by  him  in  the  court-houfe  in  Baltimore, 
and  for  nails,  wood,  &c.  which  work  was  done  to  accom- 
modate Congrefs  :  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  profanenefs  in  ge- 
neral, and  particularly  curfing  and  fwearing,  Shamefully 
prevail  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 

liefohed,  That  general  Waihington  be  informed  of  this  } 
and  that  he  be  requefted  to  take  the  mod  proper  meafures,  in 
concert  wi\h  his  general  officers,  for  reforming  this  abufe. 

Refolved,  That  the  order  for  adjourning  to  Philadelphia 
be  fufpended. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
;iujourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    February  26,   1777. 

Refolved,  That  William  Spear  be  appointed  a  fuperinten- 
dant  of  the  prefs  in  addition  to  thofe  already  appoint- 
ed. 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Stephen 
Moylan,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment  agree- 
able to  the  tenor  of  a  warrant  from  general  Waihington, 
as  certified  by  an  order  figned  by  the  committee  of  Con- 
grefs, dated  Philadelphia,   February  18,    1 777- 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  1 00  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Ed- 
gar, conductor  of  a  brigade  of  waggons,  laden  with  the 
baggage  of  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  regiments  ;  he  to  be 
accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rate  of  interefl: 
to  be  allowed  on  the  fums  of  money  ordered  to  be  borrowed: 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  an  interefl  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  be 
allowed  on  all  fums  of  money  already  borrowed,  and  direc- 
ted to  be  borrowed  on  loan  office  certificates,  although  fuch 
certificates  mention  only  an  interefl  of  4  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. 

>   Refolved,  That  the  interefl  on    the  prizes    drawn   in   the 
continental  lottery,  fhall  remain  at  4  per  cent. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  feveral  flates  not  to  offer  or  give  more  than  at  the  rate 
of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  any  monies  to  be  borrowed 
in  their  refpedlive  loan  offices. 

Refolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Otten- 
dorf,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  corps  :  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported 

That  there  is  due  to  Peter  Galway,  for  riding  exprefs  to 
Chincotigue  with  orders  to  captain  Baldwin,  52  dollars  : 

To 
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To  Catherine  Heydfnaw,  for  lodging,  firing,  candles, 
and  for  dieting  Hefiian  prisoners  from  the  29th  of  Januaiy 
to  the  25th  of  February  inclufive,  29.78  dollars  : 

To  Henry  Bradford,  for  furhifhing  lodging  and  fuel  to 
126  of  the  Virginia  troops,  3.30  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Stiles,  for  hay  and  oats  to  captain  Yauncey's 
fquadron  of  light  hOrfe  on  their  march  from  Virginia  to  join 
general  Wafhington,  48.4  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Talbot,  for  victualling  148  men  of  the  Virgi- 
nia troops,   d.  36  ddllars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  ;  whereupon 
.  Refohed,  That  the  firm  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  bills 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
denominations  as  the  lall  cmifficn,  be  forthwith  emitted 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

Itefofocdy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poflponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday.  February  27,    1777- 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  colonel  George  Morgan  at 
Pittfburgh  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  meffenger  who  brought  the  letter  be 
introduced, 

Refohed,  That  ro,ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John 
Boreman,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  George 
Morgan,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  in  proviiions  for  the 
public  fervice  at  Fort  Pitt. 

The  medical  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  hof- 
pital  was  re-committed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  when  Congrefs  adjourns  this  evening,  h 
be  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  Wednefday  next. 

ll.johcd,  That  40,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of 
Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  the  faid 
flate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Penn,- 
fylyania,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  colonel  Hand's  bat- 
talion, and  that  the  faid  furri  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  fiate  of  Pennsylvania. 

Wheteas  the  fum  -of  2000  dollars  was  ordered  on  the 
9th  of  December  laft,  to  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Ncw-Jerfey,    for  the    public  fervice,    for  which  they    were 

to 
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to  be  accountable,  and  whereas  the  faid  fum  has  not  yet 
been  advanced,  and  the  bulinefs  for  which  it  was  intended, 
is  performed  : 

Ordered,  Tljat  no  warrant  be  drawn  in  purfuance  of  the 
order  aforefaid. 

Refolded,  That  500,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate 
of  South-Carolina,  for  public  fervice,  the  faid  ftate  to  be 
accountable. 

Mr.  Anderfon,  the  meffenger  who  brought  the  letter  from 
colonel  Morgan,  being  introduced,  gave  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  Indian  affairs  to  the  weftward  of  the  Ohio,  and 
withdrew. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legifla- 
tures  of  the  United  States  immediately  to  pafs  laws  the 
moft  effectual  for  putting  an  immediate  flop  to  the  perni- 
cious practice  of  diftilling  grain,  by  which  the  molt  extent- 
five  evils  are  likely  to  be  derived,  if  not  quickly  prevent- 
ed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith,    for  fun- 
dry  provifions  and  other  neceffaries  furnifhed  by  him  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hofpital  in  Baltimore,  533.30  dollars: 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taker* 
into  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  by  Jonathan 
Hudfon,  efquire,  to  a  detachment  of  the  2d  and  7th  Vir- 
ginia regiments,  under  the  command  of  captain  Jofeph  Spen- 
cer. 

The  committee  to  whom  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  was  re- 
ferred brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be 
defired  to  confider  the  propriety  of  ordering  an  expedition 
from  the  weftern  frontier,  of  that  ftate  againft  the  fettlement 
of  Indians,  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  Plnggy's  town,  and  if  the  faid  governor  and 
council  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  fuch  an  expeditiou 
is  proper  and  conducive  to  the  public  weal,  they  are  deT 
fired  to  direct  the  fame  to  be  undertaken  and  executed 
by  their  frontier  militia,  on  terms  the  moft  frugal  and  ef- 
fectual, taking  the  beft  precaution  in  condudling  this  expe- 
dition not  to  give  offence  to  any  nations  of  Jadjaas,  ia 
frieadibip  witfi  the  Raited,  States. : 

That 
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That  a  copy  of  the  Information  from  colonel  G.  Morgan 
concerning  Indian  affaire,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Long,  for  attending  as  door- 
keeper to  Congrefs  from  the  23d  of  December,  1776,  to 
this  day,  67  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  /,'.z859  2s.  yd ;  dollars  at  8/. 
each,  be  paid  to  meffieurs  Graverod  and  Vifgar,  the  fame 
being  in  full  of  an  order  in  their  favour,  drawn  by  colonel 
G.  Morgan,  dated  Fort  Pitt,  February  8,  1777;  for  goods 
purchafed  from  them  by  order  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  William  Lux,  James  Colhoun,  and  Da- 
vid Stewart  be  appointed  to  appraife  the  woollens  brought 
into  the  port  of  Baltimore,  by  the  privateer  belonging  to  the 
ftateof  New-York: 

That  the  cloaths  and  linens  when  appraifed,  be  delivered 
to  meffieurs  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance,  who  are  directed 
to  have  them  made  up,  and  to  deliver  200  fuits  of  cloaths, 
and  693  fhirts  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  be  charged 
to  that  Mate,  and  the  refidue  to  the  Virginia  troops,  tranf- 
mitting  an  account  to  the  clothier-general. 

Refolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jonathan 
Hudfon,  efquire,  for  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be    accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Wednefday  next,  to  meet  at  the 
ftate  houfe  in  Philadelphia. 

During  the  adjournment  the  board  ef  treafury  reported  to  the 
preftdent  that  there fiould be  paid  to  capt.  IV  .Galbreath,  for  expert 
ces  of  a  guard  over  the  Carolina  pnj oners ,  &c.  1 94. 2  2  dollars  : 

And  a  bill  having  been  dratvn  by  the  committee  of  Congrefs  in 
Philadelphia,  dated  February  18,  1777,  in  favour  of  colonel  Ste- 
phen Moylan,  for  3000  dollars  for  recruiting  his  regiment,  agree- 
able to  an  order  from  general  IVajhington  ;  which  bill  <was  in  - 
dorfedto  and prefenied  by  Mr.  IV.  Lux  : 

Andanolher  bill  being  drawn  by  the  f aid  committee  at  Philadel- 
phia, February  iS,  1777,  in  favour  of  the  faid  colonel  Stephen 
Moylan,  for  3OCO  dollars  for  the  purpofe  ef  recruiting  his  regi- 
ment, and  the  fame  being  inclorftd  to  and  prefented  by  captain 
David  Plunket,  the  preftdent  ordered  the  payment*  end  reported 
the  fame  to  Congrefs  en  the  2\th  of  March}  and  the  fame  <was 
confirmed.  •   ■  

Congrefs  being  adjourned  on  the  4th,  and  from  thence 
from  dny  to  day  met  on  bufinefs, 

Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,   March  12,   1777. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  produced  credential?  of 
their   appointment,   which  were  read   as  follows  : 

"  This  may  certify  Congrefs  that  the  following  gentle- 
men were  duly  elected  in  and  by  a  full  houfe  of  the  gene- 
ral afTembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  to 
fenre  as  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  for  the  pre- 
fent  year,  to  wit,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris* 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jonathan  B.  Smith.  George  Clymer, 
and  James  Wilfon.  Witnefs  my  hand,  the  10th  of  March, 
1777.  (Signed,)    John  Jacobs,  fpeaker." 

The  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs 
Farther  powers  received  from  their  conftituents,  which  were 
read   as   follows  : 

"  State  of  Maflachufetts-Bay.  In  the  Houfe  of  JR  epre- 
fentatives,  February  4,  1777.  Whereas  the  commiffioa 
given  the  delegates  in  Congrefs,  reprefenting  this  ftate 
by  a  refolve  of  the  10th  of  December  laft,  confines  the 
txercife  of  their  reprefentation  and  powers  to  any  three 
or  mors  of  them,  from  which  many  inconveniences  may 
arife,  and  their  vote  in  Congrefs  may  be  -loft  on  any  queftion, 
when  only  tvto  are  prefent  j  and  one  may  controul  two 
when  three  are  prefent,  and  the  fame  effect  take  place  : 
It  is  therefore  Refofoed,  That  any  two  or  more  of  the  faid 
delegates  reprefenting  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  being  the 
major  part  prefent,  be  and  hereby  are  veiled  with  all  the 
powers  with  which  any  three  or  more  of  the  faid  delegates 
were  vefted  by  the  faid  refolve  of  the  10th  of  December 
laft  ;  and  the  fecretary  is  hereby  directed,  as  foon  as  may* 
be,  to  furnifh  each  of  the  delegates  from  this  ftate  with  an 
attefted  copy  of  this  refolve. 

'.'  T.  Warren,  fpeaker. 

"  In  Council,  February  4,   1 777»  read  and  concurred. 

"  J.  Avery,  deputy  fecretary." 

Five  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  viz.  one  of  the 
20th,  one  of  the  23d,  one  of  the  28th  of  February,  and 
ene  of  the  lft,  and  one  of  the  6th  of  March  ;  four  letters 
from*  general  Schuyler,  viz.  one  of  the  4th,  one  of  the  8th, 
one  of  the  15th,  and  one  of  the  24th  of  February;  a  me- 
morial from  baron  de  Arandt  ;  a  letter  from  general  Gates, 
with  a  lift  of  Canadian  officers  ;  one  from  Mr.  Bowdoin, 
refpetb'ng  monfieur  Faneuil ;  and  one  from  John  Vipfchir  ; 
one  from  governor  Henry  of  Virginia  ;  one  from  John 
Page,  refpecling  two  German  officers  :  alfo  a  letter  from 
lieutenant  colonel  John  Brown,  incloiing  his  commiffioa 
religned  ;  one  of  the  3d  from  Lord  Stirling  ;  one  from  ge- 
neral   Stephen  ;  and  one  from  general  Lincoln,    acknow- 

Vou  III.  G  ledging 
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ledging  feverally  the  receipt  of  their  commifficns  as  majo? 
generals  ;  one  from  J.  Cadwallader,  declining  his  appoint- 
ment as  brigadier;  one  of  the  24th  of  February  from  colonel 
Stewart,  reflecting  the  purchafe  of  cannon,  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter  of  the  28th  of  February  from  general  Gates  was 
read,  refpe&ing  the  office  of  adjutant   general  : 

Ordered,  That  this  be  taken  into  confederation  to-morrow. 
An    appeal  being  lodged  from  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  at  Georgia,   againlt  the    floop  Polly,  captain 
Alexander  IVTAuftan  ; 

Ordered,    That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 
An  account   of  advances  by    the  Hate  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
was  laid  before    Congrefs ; 
Ordered    to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was 
read,  refpecling  the  complaints  of  the  troops  from  Ticon- 
deroga,  on  account  of  their  not  being  paid  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap^ 
pointed  to  confer  wi^h  general    Gate'. 

Refohed,  That  400,000  dollars  be  paid  to  theftate  ofRhode- 
Ifland,  which  is  to  be  accountable;  and  that  the  fame  be 
paid  by  an  order  on  the  auditor  general  for  200, 00c,  by  one 
on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  for  60,000,  and  one  on  the  treafurer,  for  140,000  ; 
this  lafl:    to  be  paid  out  of  the    emiffion  laft  ordered. 

Refolded,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
for  hearing  appeals  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  j.  Adams,  Mr.  Read,  and 
Mr.   Burke. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for 
10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  auditor  general,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  lottery  money  ;  and  that  the  fame  in  the  hands 
pf  Mr.    Meafe  be  fubject  to  the  orders  of  general  Gates. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures,  or 
in  their  recefs,  to  the  executive  powers  of  each  of  the 
United  States,  to  caufe  affeffments  of  blankets  to  be  made, 
inorderto  furnifh  their  feveral  quotas  of.  foldiers  with  an 
article  fo  ncceffary  to  defend  them  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  and  damp  air  in  their  encampments  ;  and  that 
all  blankets  to  be  obtained  in  this  manner  be  valued  to  a 
jlift  and  reafonable  price  and  paid  for  by  the  ftates  reflec- 
tively, to  be  repaid  by  the  United  States:  and  that  the 
legiflatures,  or  in  their  recefs,  the  executive  power,  do  caufe 
money  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  proper  officer  in  every 
county, diftrict  or  townfliip,  in  order  that  fuch  blankets  may 
be  paid  for  without  delay  or  trouble  to  the  houfholders  on' 
whom  the  aflefTments  fliall  be  made.  The 
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The  feveral  matters   to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed, 
adjourned    to   10  o'clock    to-morrow. 

Thursday,    March   13,   1777. 
A  petition  from  Richard  Howfon  was  read,  praying    for 
leave  to  go  to  New- York,  in  order  to  pafs  from   thence  to 
England  : 

Refohed,  That  the  prayer  be  granted. 
A  letter  from  lord  Howe  to  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,     refpe&ing   the    exchange  of    captain    Jones,- 
who  was  taken  in  the  brig  Lexington,   by  .the  Pearl    frigate, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  co- 
lonel Stevens  of  the  icth  Virginia  regiment,  ordering  him 
topurchafe  80  ftand  of  arms,  or  as  many  more  as  can  be 
procured,  of  Mr.  James  Hunter,  of  Frederickfburgh  in  Vir- 
ginia; and  that  the  colonel  be  impowered  to  draw  for  the 
amount  on  the  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  fouthern  de- 
partment. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  are  in  the  public  ar- 
moury in  the  itate  of  Virginia  a  number  of  arms  to  the 
amount  of  about  300,  belonging  to  that  ftate. 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  the 
governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  requeuing  them  to  fur- 
nifh  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Stevens,  now  in 
Frederickfburgh,  with  the  arms  now  in  that  place,  and  as 
many  more  as  can  be  procured,  for  which  they  (hail  be  either 
paid,  or  have  the  fame  number,  equally  as  good,  returned, 
at  their  election. 

Whereas  applications  are  frequently  made  to  Congrefs  for 
employment  in  the  continental  army  by  gentlemen  from  Eu- 
rope of  various  nations,  who  may  very  probably  have  great 
merit,  but  not  underflanding  our  language,  can  be  of  no 
life  in  the  army  of  thefe  ftates  ;  therefore 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence 
be  directed  forthwith  to  write  to  all  their  minifters  or  agents 
abroad  to  difcourage  all  gentlemen  from  coming  to  Ameri- 
ca with  expectation  of  employment  in  the  fervice,  unkfsthey 
are  matters  of  our  language  and  have  the  bell  recommen- 
dations, 

Refohed,  That  major  Marlet  be  paid  for  the  time  that 
he  was  employed  in  the  American  fervice  as  major  and  cap- 
tain in  Canada,  which  is  referred  for  fettlement  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

G;  Mx 
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Mr.  Winters  of  Maryland,  who  has  carried  on  a  manu- 
factory of  fmall  arms,  haying  offered  iiis  fervice  to  the  con- 
tinent, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  Prahl,  gunfmith,  was  read,  pray- 
ing the  difcharge  of  two  recruits,  gunfmiths  by  trade,  from 
their  inliftmcnt,  in  order  that  he  may  employ  them  in  that 
bufinefs : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Irwin,  waggonmafter,  was 
read,  praying  an  allowance  for  his  expence  and  trouble  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  general  Gates  upon  the  general  ftate  of  affairs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  L  Morris, 
Mr.   Sherman,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  three  commiffioners  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine fuch  claims  againft.  the  United  States  as  may  be  pre- 
sented to  Congrefs  for  payment  : 

That  they  conftantly  keep  their  office  in  the  city  or  place 
where  Congrtfs  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  affembled  and. 
hold  their  feffion  : 

That  they  carefully  avoid  palling  any  accouuts  that 
ought  to  be  adjufted  in  other  departments,  unlefs  directed 
thereto  by  Congrefs  or  the  board  of  treafury,  in  which  cafes 
they  are  to  fend  to  the  office  or  department  where  the  fame 
ill  ould  have  been  fettled,  a  copy  of  fuch  accounts  and  the 
allowance  made  thereon  by  Congrefs  : 

That  they  certify  the  funis  to  be  allowed  on  accounts  exa- 
mined by  them,  and  render  the  fame  to  the  auditor  general, 
to  be  by  him  reported  to  Congrefs. 

A  memorial  from  Chriftopher  Ludwick,  refpefting  the 
Heffian  prifoners,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  general  Gates. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to   10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  14,  1777. 
A  letter  from  John  Trumbull,  deputy  adjutant  general 
in  the  northern  department,  with  his  commiffion  inclofed  ; 
one  from  John  Lawrence,  commiffioner  of  the  loan -office  in 
the  ftate  of  Connecticut ;  one  from  monfieur  Vernejour,  with 
one  from  general  Sullivan,  recommending  him  ;  one  from 
James    Price,    praying    to    be    authorifed    to     draw    on 

the 
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jhti  treafury  for  the  balance  due  to  Price  and  Haywood  ; 
one  of  the  5th  from  jofeph  Trumbull,  commifTary  gene- 
ral ;  and  one  of  the  21ft  of  February  from  governor  Trum- 
bull were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  John  Trumbull,  deputy 
adjutaut  general,  and  that  from  monfieur  Vernejour  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war.  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Price, 
and  that  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commiflary  general,  be  re- 
ferred  to  the  board    of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  82.60  dollars  be  paid  by  a  warrant  on  the 
treafurer,  to  monfieur  Lotbinier  for  two  months  pay  and 
rations' as  chaplain,  from   the  10th  of  January  laft. 

Re/ohsd,  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurer  of  North- 
Carolina  oil  the  continental  treafury,  be  paid  as  part  of 
the  5 00,000s dollars  ordered  to  be  advanced  to  that  Hate 
the    5th  of  February   laft. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  by  Governor  Trumbull  in 
favour  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  for  25,000  dollars,  be  paid  and 
charged  to  the  Hate  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  lay  his  accounts  be- 
fore the   board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  commiftaries,  and  that  they 
be    impowered  to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers  : 

The  member1?  chofen,Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  Mr.  Clark,  and 
Mr.  J.    B.    Smith. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  monfieur  Faneuil's  fcheme  for  officering, 
arming  and  cloathing  a  corps  of  Frenchmen,  to  be  raifed 
in  the  French  iflands,  to  ferve  in  the  United  States,  as 
mentioned  in  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  20th  of 
February,  be  difapproved  : 

That  general  Washington  be  acquainted  it  is  the  opinion 
of  Coagrefs,  no  eommiffion  mould  be  granted  to  foreign 
officers,  to  ferve  in  thefe  ltates,  unlefs  they  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  our  language,  and  bring  ftrong  credentials 
of  their   abilities  : 

That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  no  provifion 
has  been  made  by  Congrefs  for  the  fupport  of  widows, 
whofe    hufbands    have   b«Cn   (lain  in  battle. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  the  ill  and  6th  from  gene- 
ral Wafhingtr/u,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Refolded,  That  the  pay-lift  tranfmitted  by  the  general 
for  the  eftablifhrnent  of  colonel  Sheldon's  regiment  of  ca- 
yalry  be    approved,  which  is  as   follows  : 


**  Lieutenant 
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Pay  per  month. 
**  Lieutenant  colonel  commandant,         75  dollars. 
Major,  -  -  -  60 

Captain,  -  -  -        50 

Lieutenant,  33    1-36. 

Cornet,  -  -  -  26  2-3ds. 

Adjutant,  -  "  "        33    J"3^* 

Quartermafter,  -  -  16  2-3ds. 

Serjeant,  r  -  -  15 

Corporal,  -  -  -10 

Trumpeter,  -  -  10 

Private,  -  8   i-3d." 

Refolded,  That  the  eftablifhment  and  pay  of  each  regi- 
ment of  light  dragoons  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
States,  as  tranfmitted  by  the  general,  be  approved,  which 
is  as  follows : 

Pay  per  month. 
*  1    Colonel,  -  93  dollars  &  3-4ths, 

I    Lieutenant  Colonel,  -  75 

I    Major,  -  -  60 

I   Chaplain,  -  -  30 

1   Quartermafter,  -  50 

I    Surgeon,  -  -  60 

I   Mate,  -  -  40 

I    Paymafter.  -  -  50 

I    Ridingtuafter,  -  33    i-3d. 

I    Sadlder,  -  -  10 

I   Trumpet-major,  -  1  r 

6  Troops,  each  confifting  of 

3  Captain,  -  -  qo 

I  Lieutenant,  -  -  33    i-3d. 

I  Cornet,  •■  -  26  2-3ds. 

1  Quartermafter  Serjeant,  15 

I  Drill  Serjeant,  -  i  > 

I  Trumpeter,  -  -         10 

I  Farrier,  -  -  10 

4  Corporals,  each  -  10 

3  2   Privates,  each  -  8    t-3d. 

Note.  The  pay  of  the  farrier  and  faddler  being  lefs  tha» 
fundi  perfons  can  be  had  for,  a  frnall  ftoppage  from  the 
■meai's.  pay  muft  be  made  and  given  in  aid,  as  is  ufual  in  the 
$ir.dm    fervice." 

Refolved't  That  the  pay  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Barber  junior, 
><fejMJ!ty  commiffary  of  artillery  in  the  eaftern  department, 
"he  33  dollars  and  i-^d'':  per  month,  and  three   rations  a  day. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  cf  the  whole  ; 
after  fouie  time  the   prefideut  refumed    the  chair,  and   Mr. 

L.  Morris. 
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L.  Morris  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  con - 
fidera-tion  the  letters  to  them  referred  and  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  thereon,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  : 

The  reiolution  being  read  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that 
Congrefs  cannot  agree  to  any  alteration  in  the  refolve  paf- 
fed  on  the  6th  of  January  1 777.  And  as  to  the  complaints 
of  colonel  Campbell,  it  was  never  their  intention  that  he 
mould  fuffer  any  other  hardfhip  than  fuch  confinement  as 
is  neceffary  to  his  fecurity  for  the  purpofe  of  that  refolve  : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolve,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  letter  from  colonel  Campbell  to  general  Wafh- 
ington, be  fent  to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  colonel  Campbell 
to  general  Wafhington  be  fent  to  captain  J.  Bradford. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,    March  1  y,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Wayne,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Car- 
penter Wharton  :   he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James 
Meafe,  clothier  general  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  itate  of 
Delaware  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taker* 
into  confideration.;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  as  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  difmiffion 
of  doctor  Stringer,  upon  reafons  fatisfactory  to  themfelves, 
general  Schuyler  ought  to  have  known  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
have  acquiefced  therein  : 

That  the  fuggeftion  in  general  Schuyler's  letter  to  Con- 
grefs, that  it  was  a  compliment  due  to  him  to  have  been, 
advifed  of  the  reafons  of  doctor  Stringer's  difmiffion  is 
highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  Congrefs  ;  and  thar. 
the  prefident  be  defired  to  acquaint  general  Schuyler  that 
it  is  expected  his  letters  for  the  future,  be  written  in  a 
ft ile  more  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  reprefentative  bodv 
of  thefe  free  and  independent  ftates,  and  to  his  own  cha- 
racter as  their  officer. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  altogether  improper  and  inconfiftent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  Congrefs  to  interfere  in  diiputes  fub- 
ifting  among  the  officers  of  the  airay,  which  ought  to  be 
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tied,  unlefs  they  can  be  otherwjfe  accommodated,  in  a  court* 
martial,  arreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  army  ;  and  that  the  eX- 
prefiion  in  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  4th  of  February,, 
**  that  he  confidently  expected  Congrefs  would  have  done 
him  that  juftice,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  and 
which  he  humbly  conceives  they  ought  to  have  done,''  werd, 
to  fay  the  leaft,  ill- ad vi fed  and  highly  indecent. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  thofe  parts  of  general  Schuy- 
ler's letter  of  the  4th  of  February  which  relate  to  the  ftate 
of  the  garrifon  of  Ticonderoga,  be  tranfmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  general  Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant  colonel  John 
Brown,  of  colonel  Elmore's  regiment,  raifed  in  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  coniideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  eommiffioners  in  the  northern  de- 
partment make  an  allowance  to  James  Price,  efquire,  for 
the  time  which  he  afted  as  deputy  commiffary  general  in 
Canada. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
efquire,  commiffary  general,  400,000  dollars,  by  a  warrant 
for  50,000  dollars  on  the  cornmiffioner  of  the  loan-office 
for  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  by  a  warrant  for 
350,000  dollars  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  James  Stevenfon,  efquire, 
one  of  the  eommiffioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle  depart- 
ment, 600  dollars,  by  a  warrant  on  the  cornmiffioner  of 
the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of  Connecticut ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable* 

Refohed,  That  there  be  paid  to  Allen  M'Donaid,  Alex- 
ander, Archibald,  Reynold,  and  Allen  M'Donaid,  junior, 
for  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  week,  from  the  ifeth  of 
December  to  the  12th  of  March,  being  1 2  weeks,  168  dol- 
lars. 

Refohed,  That  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  reverend  Mr. 
James  Caldwell,  of  the  itate  of  New-Jerfey,  for  extraordina- 
ry fervices. 

A  petition  from  William  Bernard  was  read,  fetting 
forth  "  that  he  failed  from  England  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember laft,  as  mate  of  the  brigantine  Hanover,  bound 
for  St.  Auguftine,  commanded  by  John  Pinkham,  and  that 
in  the  pafla'ge  the  faid  Bernard  with  the  crew,  confiding 
of  fix  perions,  all  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  States,  feized 
the  faid  brig  and  carried  her  into  North-Carolina,  and 
praying  that  the  faid  brig  and  cargo  may  be  diftributed  a- 
moug  them  :" 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  with  the  papers  accompany- 
ing   it,  be  referred    to  the  marine   committee. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  "  that  there  are  feve- 
ral  very  fine  prize  fhipa  in  the  .late  of  MalTachufe  ts-Bay, 
•very  fuitable  fur  the  fcrvice  of  the  continent,  and  which  may 
be  litted  out  at  a  fmall  expence  ;  and  that  captain  Daniel 
Waters,  and  captain  Samuel  Tucker,  who  were  early  em- 
ployed by  general  Wafhington  in  cruizing  vcffels  and  were 
very  fuccefaful  and  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  general 
and  others,  are  in  their  opinion  proper  to  be  appointed  to 
the   command  of  two  of  them  ;"'   whereupon 

Rcfolved,  That  the  marine  comsnittee  be  impowered  to 
give  directions  to  the  agents  to  purchafe  three  mips,  and 
order  them  to  be  immediately  armed  and  fitted  out  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  marine    committee. 

Refo/ved,  That  Daniel  "Waters  and  Samuel  Tucker  be 
appointed  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  have  the  command  of  two  of  the  (hips  ordered 
to  be  purchafed :  and  that  the  command  of  the  other  fhip 
be  given  to  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  until  better  provifiorx 
can   be    made    for  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    March  17,   1 777. 
Eight  ftates   only  attending,  the    feveral   matters  to  thit 
day  referred    were  farther   poilponed>    and    Congrefs  ad- 
journed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    March  18,  1777. 
Eight  ftates  only  attending  this  day.  the  matters  referred 
over    were  farther  poftponed,  and  Congrefs  adjourned   t» 
10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,     March   19,     1777. 

A  letter  from  W.  Attlee,  of  Lancafter,  inclofing  a  plan 
of  the  ftockaded  barracks  in  that  place  ;  one  of  the  4th  from, 
general  Ward  at  Bolton  ;  and  three  from  French  gentlemen  ; 
two  from  governor  Livinglton  of  New-|erfey;  one  from 
general  MifHin  ;  and  one  from  Henry  Fiiher  at  Lewif- 
town  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania ;  and  one  of 
the    14th  from    general  Wafhington  ;  were  read: 

Ordered*  That  the  fame   be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial    from  Jonathan   Haftings    was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  report  on  the  poll- 
office   is  taken  into    consideration. 

Vol.  III.  H  A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  2d  and  9th  from  colonel  Morgan  at  Fort 
Pitt,   with    fundry  papers   inclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian    affairs. 

A    petition  from    Thomas  Henegan  was  read  ; 

Ordered.,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  falt-petre  committee. 

Refohed,  That  ioo,coc  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey ;  the  faid   ftate   to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  ;  the  faid    ftate  to   be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  ftate  of  the  French  officers,  and  that  all  ap- 
plications of  foreigners  for  fervice  in  the  army  be  referred 
to  them  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and 
Mr.    Roberdeau. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  "  that  there  mould  be  ad- 
vanced to  colonel  William  Grayfon,  10,000  dollars  accord- 
ing to  his  requeft  in  bis  letter  of  the  7th  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  board  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  lent  by  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Thompfon,  as  defired  in  the  faid  letter;  colonel  Gray- 
fon to  be  accountable :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  advanced. 

In   confequence  of  a  farther  report  from  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  the  baron  de  Arendt  be  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  German  battalion  in  the  room  of  colonel 
Hauffeger. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence 
write  a  refpeclful  letter  to  general  the  baron  de  Kalb, 
thank  him  for  his  obliging  offer,  and  decline  accepting  it 
at   prefent. 

Refohed,  That  general  lord  Stirling  be  informed,  that  as 
no  loffes  fuftained  by  officers  have  hitherto  been  repaired 
by  the  public,  Congrefs  cannot  grant  his  requeft,  left  a 
dangerous    precedent  fhould  be   eftablifhed. 

Ordered,  That  the  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  of 
the  15th  of  February  laft,  relating  to  fliip  carpenters  want- 
ed in  the  northern  department,  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  from  general  Schuyler's  letter 
of  the  4th  of  February,  relating  to  ftores  wanted  from  the 
caftern  department  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  give  orders  for  the  fupply  of 
fuch  ftores  as  are  wanted  in  the  northern  department,  and 
which  can  be  procured  from  the  eaftward,  and  are  not  al- 
ready appropriated. 

Refohed,  That  John  Schrop  be  appointed  fecond  lieute- 
nant, and  Bartholomew  Van  lierr  adjutant  VX  the  Corp» 
sgrnraanded  by   major  Ollendorff,  A- 
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A  petition  from  William  Garnet,  George  Patton,  and 
Robert  Brown  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  return  to  fome 
of  the  Weft-India  iflands: 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Orderedj  That  Mr.  Serjeant  be  excufed  from  ferving  on 
the  marine  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Clark  be  added  to  the 
faid  committee  in  his  ftead. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  relative 
to  doctor  Williamfon,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five, 
and  that  they  be  impowered  to  fend  for  doctor  Williamfon 
and  examine  him  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Clyme-r,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o  clock  to-morrow, 

Thursday,     March    20,   1777. 

A  letter  »f  the  3d,  from  governor  Trumbull  at  Lebanon, 
and  two  of  the  10th,  inclofing  an  intercepted  letter  from 
governor  Wentworth  ;  and  one  from  J.  Cockran  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  re- 
ferred to  the  marine  committee ;  and  that  the  intercepted 
letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter  from  monfieur  Bordes,  one  from  general  Gates, 
refpeciinp  colonel  John  Trumbull ;  and  one  of  the  17th  from 
general  Putnam  at  Princeton  were  read  ; 

Ordertd,  That  the  letter  from  monfieur  Bordes  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Wafhington,  brought 
by  general  Green  was  read  : 

Ordered  1  hat  general  Greene  attend  Congrefs  to-morrovr 
at  1 1  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  excufed  from  ferving 
as  manager  of  the  lottery,  he  being  appointed  a  member  of 
Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  three  managers  be  added  to  thofe  already 
appointed,  and  that  to-morrow  be  afiigned  for  electing 
them. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjaurned  to  10  clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  21,  1777. 
Refotved,  That  £.625  Pennfylvania  currency,  equal  to 
1666  60  dollars  be  paid  to  Gam.  Dowdell.,  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  colonel  Morgan  of  the  Virginia  forces,  the 
lame  being  in  full  of  colonel  Morgan's  bill  on  the  prefi*' 
Went,  dated  February  24,  1777,  *n  favour  of  the  faid 
H  2  Gam. 
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Gam.  Dowdell,  for  the  pay  of  the   troops   under  his  com- 
mand. 

Ordered,  That  1600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  But- 
ler, continental  armourer  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  13  30  dollars  be  paid  to  Timothy  Shuler. 

A  petition  from  Levy  Marks  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  clothier  general. 

A  petition  from  George  Folger,  Seth  Jenkins,  and  Alex- 
ander Coffin  was  read,  fetting  forth  that  fome  hard  money 
and  other  articles  have  been  detained  from  them  by  the 
own-  is  of  the  privateer  Congrefs  : 

Ord  red,  That  it  be  difmilTed  ;  the  matter  belonging  to 
the  cp  'rt  where  the  judgment  was  given 

A  letter  from  colonel  Stewart  to  the  committee  on  the 
*  ffairs  of  the  northern  department  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Oriered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  1 3th  to 
confer  with  general'  Gates,  do  alio  confer  with  general 
Greene  on  the  feveral  matters  given  in  charge  to  him  by 
general  Wafhington,  and  that  three  members  be  added  to 
the  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Witherfpoon. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  confidered  ;  whereupon 

Refohcd,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolve  of  the  13  th,  witha 
certificate  figned  by  the  fecretary,  fetting  forth,  "That  it 
is  wholly  and  only  upon  the  grounds  mentioned  in  the  faid 
refolve  that  the  bearer  is  not  employed  by  thefe  United 
States,"  be  given  to  the  chevalier  de  Bournerf,  monfieur 
de  Bordes,  moufieur  de  Luce,  monfieur  de  Haurey,  mon- 
fieur Devermond,  monfieur  de  Vernis,  the  chevalier  de 
Colerus,  and  monfieur  Faneuil  ;  and  that  the  committee 
sforefaid  be  impowered  to  order  a  like  certificate  to  fuch 
other  foreigners  applying  for  rank  and  fervice  in  the  army 
pf  the  United  States,  as  they  {hall  think  proper. 

Refohed,  That  the  count  de  Mountfort  be  recommended 
to  general  Washington  for  a  brevet  of  lieutenant. 

Ordered,  That  3C0  dollars  be  paid  to  monfieur  Faneuil, 
to  free  him  from  thofe  embarraffments  which  he  has  been 
brought  into  by  purfuing  his  own  great  defire  to  enter  in- 
to the  fervice  of  thefe  United  States,  in  confluence  of 
advice  from  the  afiembly  of  Mafiachuietts-Bay  and  general 
Wafhington. 

Ordered,    That    ioo.ooo   dollars   be  advanced   to   James 
Mea'e,  clothier  general  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
Rjfohed,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  fent  by  the  trea- 

furer 
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furer  to  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general  ;  the  faid 
money  to  be  fubjedt.  to  the  orders  ol  Congrefs,  and  the  au- 
ditor  general  to  be    accountable. 

Ordered,  That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Richard 
Dallam,  efqm're,  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  flying 
camp  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read 
and  confidered  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  900,000  dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  the 
paymafter  general. 

Refvf'oed,  That  for  preventing  unneceflary  expence,  when 
the  militia  of  any  of  the  ftates  is  called  to  ferve  in  the  pay 
of  the  United  States,  no  more  officers  mall  be  intitled  to 
pay  than  a  proper  number  in  proportion  to  the  privates, 
viz.  for  every  company  confifting  of  not  lefs  than  thirty- 
fix  and  under  fifty  privates,  two  commifiioned  officers  ;  for 
every  company  not  lefs  than  fifty  and  under  fixty-eight 
privates,  three  commifiioned  officers ;  for  every  company 
of  fixty-eight  or  more  privates,  four  commifiioned  officers  ; 
and  for  every  battalion  of  five  hundred  and  more  privates, 
three  field  officers  ;  for  every  battalion  under  five  hundred 
andnot  lefs  than  three  hundred,  a  lieutenant  colonel  and 
major:  and  for  any  number  of  privates  above  one  hundred 
and  fifty  and  under  three  hundred,  one  lieutenant  colonel 
or   major. 

Ordered,  That  general  Sullivan's  letter,  relative  to  mon- 
fieur  Vernejoul,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

Ordered,  That  general  Mifflin's  plan,  with  two  letters  from 
general  Wafhington,  for  regulating  the  duty  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  confer  with  general  Gates  and  general  Greene. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
board  of  war  of  the  12th  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  the 
ftate  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  to  erect,  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States,  in  fome  convenient  place  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter  in  the  faid  ftate,  barracks,  with  a  ftockade  of" 
inclofure  furrounding  the  fame,  capable  of  containing  1500 
prifoners,  to  be  built  of  wood,  as  may  appear  to  them  moft 
conducive  to  the  public  fervice  and  in  the  end  leaft  ex- 
penfive  to  the  public. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    March  22,   1777. 
A  letter  figned  John  R.ofs,  dated  New- York,  having  been 
intercepted,  was  read.  The 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read 
and   confidered  ;   whereupon 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  ge- 
neral Mifflin,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quartermatlers  department  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  42  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Sproat,  being 
a  balance  due  to  him  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Robert  Lilly,  with  the 
annexed  account   be  referred  to  the  board  of  tit  a  fury. 

Refohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  board  of 
Ireafary  : 

Tne  members  chofen,  Mr  J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  draw  the  fame  agreeably  to  the  mode  ufually 
praftifed  in  the  ftate  lotteries  in  Europe,  and  frequently 
ufed  in  hrge  lotteries  in  America,  by  putting  all  the  num- 
bers in  one   wheel,   and    the    prizes    only  in   the  other. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  three  additional 
managers  of  the  United  States  lottery,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  ; 

Jo!m  Ord,  RebertRitchie,  and  James  Budden  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  dated  March  yth  1777,  drawn  by 
William  Palfrey,  pavmafter  general,  for  3000  dollars,  in 
favour  of  John  Karnfe'y,  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  ac? 
count  of  the    paymaiter    general. 

The  report  of  the  medical  committee  was  taken  up  and 
Confidered,    and  after  debate 

Order  d,  That  the  fa  id  report,  together  with  doctor 
Shippen's  plan,  be   re -committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devils 
ways  and  means  for  preferving  the  health  of  the  troops,  and 
for   introducing  better  difcipline  into  the   army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon,   Mr.    S.    Adams,  and   Mr.   Clark. 

Refolded,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  con- 
trsjft  with  Mr.  Wheeler  for  a  number  of  cannon  of  the  new 
cenftruction,  invented    by  the  faid  Wheeler. 

Ordered,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  fent  by  the  con- 
tinental treafurer  to  the  auditor  general,  the  faid  money 
to  be  fubjerit  to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  and  the  auditor  gene.- 
ral  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  departments  brought  in  a  report,  which 
tv?s  read    and   confidered  ;  whereupon 

Rfo/ved,  That  a  fecretary*s  office  be  forthwith  eftablilh- 
cd  and  conftanlly  kept  in  or  near  the  ftate-houfe  or  build- 
ing  where  Congrefs  ihalifrona  time  to  time  hold  its  feffion  : 

That 
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That  it  be  under  the  direction  of  the  fecretary,  and  -pro- 
vided with  a  deputy  fecretary,  to  be  appointed  by  Corr- 
grefs,  with  a  falary  of  800  dollars  a  year,  and  ftich'  a  num- 
ber of  clerks  as  Congfejs  fhall  direct,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  fecretary,  with  a  falary  of  480  dollars  a  year  each  : 

That  the  fecretary,  deputy  fecretary,  and  clerks,  be- 
fore entering  upon  their  oifice,  (hall  federally  take  an  oath, 
to  be  adminiltercd  by  the  prefident,  "we'll  and  faithfully 
to  execute  the  truft  repefed  in  them  in  their  respective 
capacities  according  to  their  beft  {kill  and  judgment,  and 
to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  fhall  be  ac- 
quired is  confequence  of  fuch  their  office,  and  which  they 
fhall  be  directed  t&  keep  fecret ;"  alio  the  oath  prefcribed 
for  officers  of  the  army,  and  paffed  by  Congrefs  the  21ft 
of  October  1  77^  ;  and  that  certificates  thereof  be  given  by 
the  prefident  and  lodged  with  the  fecretary  : 

That  fuch  of  the  journals  and  papers  of  Congrefs  as  arc 
fecret  In  their  nature,  be  kept  by  the  fecretary,  and  com- 
municated to  none,  unlefs  by  particular  order,  but  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs  and  the  deputy  fecretary,  and  that  all 
others  be  kept  and  filed  in  the  office  aforefaid  : 

That  all  letters  and  other  papers  of  Congrefs  in  the  war- 
office  or  hands  of  the  prefident,  treafury  or  marine  boards', 
the  fecret  committee,  or  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  or 
any  other  committee  or  member  of  Congrefs,  (excepting 
fuch  as  relate  only  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  laid  boards  or 
committees,  and  have  never  been  received  in  Congrefs,  or 
having  been  received  have  been  committed  to  the  fame  as 
belonging  to  the  refpective  offices)  be  delivered  to  the  fecre- 
tary, to  be  by  him  difpofed  of  as  aforefaid  : 

Th3t  all  letters  and  other  papers  that  fhall  hereafter  be 
committed  by  Congrefs  to  any  board,  committee  or  mem- 
ber thereof,  be  returned  to  the  prefident  or  fecretary  with 
the  report  that  may  be  made  thereon  ;  and  that  no  origi- 
nal journal,  letter  or  paper  be  delivered  out  of  the  office 
without  an  order  of  Congrefs  and  receipt  for  the  fame  : 

That  fuch  of  the  journals  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
Secretary's  office  as  are  in  daily  ule  by  Congrefs,  be  each 
day  after  the  adjournment  fent  to  the  fa  id  oI»ce  ;  and  atteft- 
ed  copies  pf  all  the  refolutions  to  be  carried  into  executiou 
by  any  ftate,  officer,  perfon  or  perfons  whatever  and  papers 
neceffary  to  accompany  the  fame,  be  fent  without  delay  to 
the  prefident,  to  be  by  him  tranfiaitted  by  ekprefs  poll,  or 
ether  conveyance,  as  fhall  appear  expedient  or  neceffary ; 
and  that  atteited  copies  of  any  refolutions  oi  Congrefs  or 
public  papers  in  the  office  bs  delivered  to  any  of  its  mem- 
bers reouiriag  the  fame, 

'        °  Qrdcr:J> 
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■  Ordered,  That  Monday  next   be  afllgned   for   electing  a 
deputy  fecretary. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Stewart  Rowan,  for  ferriage  of  continental  troops 
over  Sufqnehannah,   13  $4dollars  : 

To  Price  and  Haywood,  for  travelling  expences  from 
Philadelphia  to  Albany  in  confequence  of  a  refolve  of  Con- 
grefs  of  the  •  3th  of  Augufl  laft,  and  from  Bolton  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  back,  220  dollars  : 

'  Lo  Francis   Trumbull,    for  eight  chairs  bought   of  him 
for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  office,    19.18  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Burke,  efquire,  for  an  advance  made  by  him 
to  nineteen  North -Carolina  prifoners,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
their  expences  from  Baltimore  to  Fredericktown,  139-30 
dollars  ;  the  faid  fum  to  be  deducted  from  the  allowance 
due  to  the  prifoners  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ]  o  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March    24,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  general  Gates;  one  of  the  26th 
of  February  from  brigadier  R.  Howe  at  Charleftown  ;  one 
of  the  1 2th  of  March  from  captain  F.  Wade  ;  fundry  pa- 
pers delivered  in  by  colonel  Flower  ;  and  a  remonftrance 
and  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Ac- 
camack,   Somerfet  and  Worcelter  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  applications  : 

That  the  papers  from  colonel  Flower  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
commiflaries  : 

That  the  remonftrance  and  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Accamack,  Somerfet  and  Worcefter  be 
referred  to  the  delegates  of  Vixginia  and  Maryland  ;  and 
that  the  'aid  delegates  fend  to  their  refpective  ftates  a  copy 
of  the  faid  remonftrance  and  petition. 

Refoh'fd,  That  monfieur  Faneuil  have  the  rank  of  a  co- 
lonel by  brevet  in  the  continental  army,  without  pay  or  ra- 
tions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  general 
Greene  broughtin  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  it 
never    was  the  intention   of  Congrefs,  that  he     fhould  be 

bound 


March,     1777.  99 

bound  by  the  majority  of  voices  in  a  council  of  war  con- 
trary to  his  own  judgment  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  every  department  be 
made  acquainted  that  though  he  may  confult  the  general 
officers  under  him,  yet  he  is  not  bound  by  their  opinion, 
but  ought  finally  to  direct  every  meafure  according  to  his 
own   judgment  : 

That  if  the  officer  commanding  the  army  of  the  enemy 
will  acknowledge  major  general  Lee  to  be  a  prifoner  of 
war,  and  intitled  to  be  treated  and  exchanged  as  fuch, 
general  Wafhington  be  authorifed  to  proceed  in  the  exchange 
of  prifoners.  either  according  to  the  principles  and  regu- 
lations of  the  cartel  already  agreed  to,  or  according  to  fuch 
other  and  farther  principles  and  regulations  as  lhall  ap- 
pear to  him  moil  proper  and  advantageous  : 

That  the  pay  of  aids-de-camp,  be  equal  to  that  of  other 
officers  of  their   rank. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  veffei  is  jure  arrived  with 
a  quantity  of  arms  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  alio  with 
fome   arms  belonging  to  private  perfons  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  purchafe  fuch  of  the 
arms  and  military  ftores  as  belong  to  private  perfons. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  gene- 
ral hofpital  was  re  committed  brought  in  a  report  which 
was   read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  colonel  F.  Johnfon  was  read  ; 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  independent  company  commanded  by 
captain  J.  Nelfon  be  annexed  to  the  battalion  commanded 
by  colonel  F.    Johnfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    March    25,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  colonel  G.  Morgan  at  Pittfburg, 
with   fundry   papers    inclofed   was  read  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  tranfmit 
to  the  eommiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment the  letter  addrefled  to  them  by  colonel  Morgan, 
and  fignify  to  them  that  Congrefs  approve  of  the  meafures 
mentioned  therein. 

Refolded,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be 
defired  to  fufpend  any  operations  againfl  the  gang  of  In- 
dians commonly  called  Phiggy's  people,  till  they  mail  re- 
ceive  farther    advice    from  Congrefs. 

Vol.  II L  I  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  colonel  Morgan's  letter  of  the 
15th  and  of  the  advices  therein  contained,  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  cams 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  of  October, 
1776,  the  commifiioners  of  the  loan  offices  were  directed 
*'  to  tranfmit  to  the  continental  treafurer  once  a  month  an 
account  of  the  cafh  in  their  refpe&ive  offices,  and  to  ati- 
fwer  all  draughts  of  the  treafurer  to  the  amount  of  the  cafh 
which  they  mail  have  in  their  hands  as  aforefaid." 

Refohed,  That  the  feveral  commifiioners  of  the  loan  of- 
fices hereafter  make  monthly  returns  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury of  the  cafh  in  their  refpeclive  offices,  and  that  the  fame 
be  draughted  by  warrants  from  the  prelident  only,  which, 
previous  to  their  being  paid,  fhall  be  entered  at  the  treafuiy 
office,  and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant  by  one  of  the 
commifiioners  of  the  treafury,  the  auditor  general,  or  one 
of  his  afiiftants  or  clerks. 

A  memorial    from  Lewis  Prahl  was  read  ; 
Ordered,  That  it    be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Ordered,  That  the  opinion  of  the   council  of  officers   on 
colonel  Morgan's   commiflion,  inclofed  in  the  colonel's  let- 
ter of  the  15th,  be    referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  fecretary, 
and    the    ballots  being   taken, 

Mr.   William  Churchill  Houfton    was  elected. 
The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  paper  figned 
by  fundry  officers  in  the  fleet    containing  charges  and  com- 
plaints againil  commodore  Efek  Hopkins    wlfich  was  read 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the 
new  battalions  raifed  and  raifing  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Allegany  mountains,  to  join  the  army  under  general  Wafh- 
ington  with  all  pofiible  expedition. 

Refohed,  That  general  Gates  be  directed  to  repair  im- 
mediately to  Ticonderoga  and  take  the  command  of  the 
army  there. 

A  letter  of  the  1 8th  from  the  convention  of  New- York 
was  read,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  command- 
ant   of  the  forts  in  the   highlands  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  commandant  of  the  forts  in  the  highlands 
be    appointed,  with  the   rank  of  brigadier  general : 
The   ballots   being  taken, 
George  Clinton,  efquire,  was    elected. 
The  feveral   matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock   to-morrow.  Wbbnesdayj 


March,    1777.  101 

Wednesday,   March  26,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  William  Aylctt,  cfquire,  depu- 
ty commifTary  general  at  Williamftmrgh,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed,  air?  one  of  the  Sth  from  general  Schuyler, 
with  fundry   papers,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  committee  of  Lancafter  to 
the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  inclofing  fundry 
papers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs    and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.    Sherman. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read 
and    considered  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  government  of  the  Delaware  ftate  be 
defired  to  place  fuch  a  guard  at  Lewiltown,  at  continental 
expence,  as  rhey  mall  think  fufficient  to  protect  the  perfons 
employed  as  pilots,  and  fuch  property  of  the  good  fub- 
jefts  of  thefe  ftates  as  fhall  be  thrown  upon  their  or  the  ad- 
jacent coafts. 

Ordered,  That  general  Schuyler's  general  orders  of  Fe- 
bruary 1777,  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhingtcn,  for  his 
perufal  and  confi deration. 

Ordered,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  for  cloathing  and  arming  his  battalion  j  he 
to    be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  G     Clymer. 

Ordered,  That  3CCO  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob 
Weaver,  for  the  ufe  of  his  independent  company  at  Lan- 
cafter ;  he  to    be   accountable. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Bernard  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refoht:',  That  it  is  improper  for  Congrefs  to  intcrpofc 
in  the  matter  therein  fubmitted  to  them  in  the  prefent  ftage 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  acquaint  general  Washing- 
ton that  Congrefs  expect  the  office  of  adjutant  general  to 
be  filled  by  a  fpeedy  appointment  of  a  perfon  of  abilities 
and  unfufpected  attachment  to  thefe  United  States  ;  and 
recommend  colonel  William  Lee  to  his  confideration  for 
this    purpofe. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  paper  containing 
charges  and  complaints  againft  commodore  Hopkins  ; 
whereupon  I  2  Refahed,. 
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Rejohed,  That  Efek  Hopkins  be  immediately,  and  he  i« 
hereby,  fufpended  from  his  command  in  the  American 
navy. 

The  committee   on  the  treafury   reported, 

That  there  mould  be  prefented  to  Stirling  Wade  Cannon 
four  dollars,  to  enable    him  to  proceed    to   Maryland  : 

That  there  is  due  to  major  Harduen  Merlet,  for  his  pay 
and  rations  as  captain  from  the  lft  of  September  1775-  to 
the   20th  of  January    1776,  161.48  dollars  : 

For  his  pay  and  rations  as  major  from  the 

20th  of  January    1776  to  the  15th  of 

February    1777,  563. 20    dollars  ; 

The    whole  amounting  to  724.68    dollars  : 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  cutting  9  cords  of  wood  for  the 
life  of   Congrefs,  9  dollars  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  treafurer  lend  100,000  dollars  to  Ben-' 
jamin  Karrifon  junior,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general 
in  Williamfburg  in  Virginia,  for  the  public  fervice  in  his 
department  ;     he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to   10  o'clock  to-merrovy. 

Thursday,  March  27,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafliington  was  read, 
wherein  he  informs  Congrefs  that  he  has  given  permiffion 
to  colonel  Palfrey,  the  paymafter  general,  to  come  to  Phi- 
ladelphia to  fettle    his  accounts  : 

Ordered,  That    colonel  Palfrey,  the    paymafter    general, 

be    referred   for  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts  to  the  com- 

-xniffioners  appointed  to  audit  and   fettle    the    accounts  of 

the    army  under  the  immediate  command  of  general  Wafh- 

jngton. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  governor  Johnfcn  of  Maryland 
to  the  fecret  committee,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred   to  the    board  of   war. 

Ordered,  That  Neil  M'Arthur,  and  Alexander  M'Kay, 
two  of  the  North-Carolina  prifoners,  who  have  executed 
bonds  and  given  approved  fecurity  for  their  good  beha- 
viour and  inoffeniive  conduct  towards  the  United  States  and 
every  of  them,  be  permitted  to  go  to  North  Carolina,  to 
folicit  the  affembly  thereof,  for  permiffion  to  remain  there 
in  fuch  place,  and  under  fuch  reftridtions  as  the  faid  af- 
fembly mail  direct  ;  provided  that  the  faid  Neil  M'Arthur, 
gpd  A^ander   M'Kay,  if  refufed  fuch  permiffion,  fhall  be 

under 
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vndcr  obl'gatioft  to  return  to  their  place  of  deflination  in 
J'redericktown  in  Maryland  as  foon  as  may  be,  or  othcrwifo 
fhail  be  deemed  to  have  broken  their  parole. 

Cono-refs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  medi- 
cal committee  ;   and  after  debate 

Ord.rcd,  That  it  be  re  committed. 

Qrd$rsdt  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical 
committee  : 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

A  petition  from  Timothy  Shalor,  of  the  (loop  Lion  was 
read,  praying  to  be  fupplied  with  fome  rigging  and  20clb. 
of  powder  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  who 
are  directed  to  fuppiy  him  with  the  powder  on  his  paying 
for  the  fame,  and  alio  with  the  other  articles  if  they  cannot 
be  pnrchafed  at  private  fale. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  dav  referred  being  poRponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,   March  29,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Lee  at  New-York  ;  one 
of  the  26th  from  governor  LivingMon  of  New-Jerfey,  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  and  one  of  the  1 6th  from  lieutenant 
colonel  Antil  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Livingflon,  with 
the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  inquir- 
ing into  the  conduft  of  the  Britifli  army  :  that  the  letter 
from  lieutenant  colonel  Antil  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  general 
Lee  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  ft  111  judge  it  improper  to  fend 
any  of  their  members  to  confer  with  general  Lee  upon  the 
fubjefts  mentioned   in  his  letter. 

Orde-ed,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of 
war  for  contingent  fervices  ;  the  faid  board  to  be  account- 
able. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Robert 
Wood,  paymafter  of  colonel  James  Wood's  regiment  raifed 
in  the  (late  of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment  ; 
the  colonel  to  be  accountable,  he  having  requeued  the  fup- 
piy by  his  letter  of  the  23d  inftant, 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorifed  to 
advance  to  every  able  feaman  that  enters  into  the  conti- 
nental fervice,  any  fum    not    exceeding  forty    dollars,   and 
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to  every  ordinary  feaman  or  landfman  any  fum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dodars  j  to  be  deducted  from  their  future  prize 
money. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee 
ofLancaiter  in  Pennfylvania,  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate, 
together  with  the  papers  therein  inclofed,  were  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  confidered ;  where- 
upon Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  Edmund  Minyer,  adjutant  of  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  colonel  MofesHazen,  ftands  charged  by  an  in- 
quifition  taken  before  the  coroner  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter  in  Pennfylvania,  with  the  murder  of  Jacob  Grafs, 
late  of  the  faid  county,  deceafed  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Edmund  Minyer  be  delivered  to 
the  civil  authority  of  Pennfylvania,  that  he  may  receive  his 
trial  according  to  law, 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commiflary .  general 
in  Virginia,  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the 
14th  inftant,  that  the  quantity  of  flour  required  by  the 
commiflary  general,  muil  by  all  means  be  purchafed  ;  that 
Mr,  R.  Morris  contents  on  his  part  to  transfer  to  Mr.  Aylett, 
for  continental  ufe,  a  quantity  of  flour  purchafed  in  Virgi- 
nia by  Mr.  Morris  and  Carter  Braxton,  efquire,  to  whom 
Mr.  Aylett  is  defired  to  apply  for  a  releafe  of  his  part  of 
the  concern  :  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  the  like  quantity 
and  as  much  more  as  will  compleat  the  commiflary  gene- 
ral's requisition  to  be  forthwith  procured  by  Mr.  Aylett 
wherefoever  the  fame  can  be  bought  in  the  ftate  of  Virgin 
nia  : 

That  Mr.  Aylett  be  alfo  informed  that  Congrefs  approve 
of  the  prices  offered  by  him  for  corn,  and  that  he  proceed 
in  the  purchafe  of  the  quantity  wanted  by  Congrefs  or  the 
commiflary  general  at  as  low  prices  as  the  fame  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

Ordered,  That  ?oo,ooo  dollars  be  fenttothe  deputy  pay- 
mailer  general  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Aylett' s  letter  be  fent  to  the 
commiflary  general,  and  that  Mr.  Aylett  be  directed  to. 
llore  the  grain  and  provifions  purchafed  by  him  on  conti- 
nental account,  until  called  for  by  order  of  Ccngrels  or 
the  commiflary  general ;  and  when  fuch  requisitions  fhall  be 
made,  the  mode  of  tranfportation  mult  be  left  to  Mr.  Ay- 
lett's difcretion  : 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  regimental  paymafters  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States  be  railed  to  forty  dollars  per 
month.  Ordered. 
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Ordered,  That  the  cafe  of  John  jolly  and  John  North, 
of  New  Jerfey,  prifoners,  be  icferred  to  the  delegates  ot 
that  ftate. 

Refohed,  That  whenever  any  prifoners  (hall  be  taken  by 
the  army,  or  by  any  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  any  body  of  the  militia,  the  commanding  of- 
ficer (hall  furnii'h  the  board  of  war  with  Hits  of  fuch  prifon- 
ers, together  with  the  caufe  and  manner  of  their  capture 
and  detention. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o  clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,      March  31,    1777. 

The  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial  held  at  Phi- 
ladelphia the  29th  of  March  1777  on  James  Molefworth,  ac- 
cufed  of  being  a  fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  for  endeavouring 
to  inveigle  three  pilots  into  their  fervice  to  pilot  the  (hips  of 
war  to  tru  attack  of  this  city,  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  ;  and  it  appearing  thereby  that  the  faid  James 
Molefworth  is  found  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  fentenced  to  fuffer  death  ; 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  fentence  aforefaid, 
and  confirm  the  orders  of  major  general  Gates  for  the  exe- 
cution of  it. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  with  two  papers  inclofed,  and  one 
of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one  of  the  1  lth  from 
the  convention  of  New- York,  with  iundry  papers  inclofed  ; 
and  one  of  the  30th  from  colonel  Hartley  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and 
colonel  Hartley  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  that  the 
letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York  be  referred  to  the 
delegates  of  that  ftate. 

Odered,  That  1 25  8  dollars  be  paid  to  mefiieurs  Willing 
and  Morris,  and  charged  to  the  acconnt  of  Efek  Hopkins, 
the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  bill  d?-ted  New-Providence,  March 
14,  I776,  drawn  by  the  faid  Efek  Hopkins  in  favour  of 
Alexander  Frazer  or  order,  and  by  him  indorfed  to  Willing 
and  Morris. 

A  letter  from  George  Chardin  Nicholfon,  and  one  of  the 
29th  from  the  chevalier  de  Celeron,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  George  Chardin  Nicholfon,  and 
the  chevalier  de  Celeron,  be  referred  to  major  general 
Gates,  who  is  irnpowered  to  employ  them  in  fuch  manner  as 
he  (hall  judge  molt  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  1 50  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier, 
de  Celeron,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  tuture  pay-     ■ 

Refohed,  That  major   general  Gates  be  irnpowered  and 
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directed  to  take  with  him,  and  employ  under  him  in  thd 
northern  department,  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  and 
fuch  other  of  the  French  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  William  Sever  and  Thomas 
Cufhing  at  JBofton,  was  read. 

Congref's  having  received  advice  that  the  (hip  Mercury 
6f  Nantz  is  arrived  at  Portfmouth  in  New-Hampfhire  with 
a  cargo  for  the  United  States,  confiding  of  11,987  fufees* 
looo  barrels  of  powder,  11,000  gun-flints,  48  bales  of 
woollens,  9  bales  of  handkerchieis,  thread,  cottons,  and 
printed  linens,  2  cafes  of  fhoes,  1  box  of  buttons  and 
buckles,  1  box  of  lawns,  and  1  cafe  of  needles  and  filk  neck- 
cloths ; 

Ordered,  That  5000  of  the  arms  be  delivered  to  the  or- 
der of  the  council  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  for  the  purpofe 
of  arming  the  troops  raifed  in  that  ftate  for  the  armv  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  faid  council  order  two 
receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  feveral  colonels,  to  whom 
the  arms  fhall  be  delivered,  and  tranfmit  one  of  the  faid 
receipts  to  the  commiflary  of  military  ftores,  and  the  other 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  15  tons  of  the  powder  be  delivered  to  the 
order  of  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  repay  the 
powd'.r  advanced  by  that  ftate,  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti- 
nent^ army  and  navy  ;  and  that  the  faid  council  tranfmit 
to  the  board  of  war,  a  particular  account  of  the  powder  ad- 
vanced by  their  ftate  for  the  ufe  -of  the  United  States,  and 
the  perfons  to  whom  delivered. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  the  remain- 
der of  the  powder,  arms,  and  flints  to  the  order  of  the  board 
of  war,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  to  the  cloathier 
general,  or  his  order. 

Congrefs  took  into   confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  on  tories  and   difaifecled    perfons;    and  after  debate 
Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported  on  the  letter  cf 
James  Warren,  efquire  ; 

.  "  That  the  lofs  fuftained  by  James  Warren,  efquire, 
whilft  paymafter  general,  in  co:<fequence  of  his  keeping 
an  additional  office  at  Cambridge,  at  the  requefl  of  the 
general,  for  the  convenience  of  the  army,  as  particularly  fet 
forth  in  the  depofitions  of  himlelf,  Ifaac  Lothrop,  efquire, 
and  William  Winthrop,  amounting  to  1401.42  dollars, 
ought  to  be  allowed  in  the  adjuftment  of  his  account  at 
the  treafury  office;" 

Qrdersdy  That  the  faid  allowance  be  made. 

Rejolvedy 
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Refohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
for    revifing    and    printing1   the    journals. 

The  members  chofen    Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Brownfon. 

The  feveral  matters  ta  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    April  1,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  from  general  Wafhington, 
one  of  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month,  from  brigadier  Lewis, 
were    read. 

Ordered.,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Lewis  be  referred 
to    the  board  of  war. 

Refolded,  That  Ephraim  Blaine,  efqai're,  be  appointed 
commifiary,  for  fupplying  with  proviiions  the  troops  now 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  in  Pennfylvania,  and  fuch  as 
may  hereafter  march  through  that  county,  as  well  as  the  ar- 
tificers and  troops,  who  (hall  be  employed  in  the  magazine  1 
and  laboratory,   to  be  erec~ted  at    Carlifle- 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  brigadiers,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen. 

Colonel    Edward  Hand  ;  colonel    Charles    Scott. 

Refolved,  That  the  election  of  the  third  brigadier  general 
be  poflponed  till  to-morrow. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  from  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  Admiralty,  for  the  it  ate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  libel 
John    Balwin  v.  Robert  Polke. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing 
and  determining  appeals, 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was   read  and  confidered  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood  procure  of 
general  Schuyler,  and  the  deputy  paymaiter  general  of  the 
northern  department,  certificates  of  the  fpecie  which  they 
have  received,  in  cenfequence  of  an  order  of  Congrefs,  of  the 
13th  of  Auguft  laft,  and  that  the  balance  which  (hall  appear 
to  be  due  to  them,  on  adjufting  their  accounts  at  the  trea- 
fury office,  be  paid  by  a  bill  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn. by 
the  Prelident  on  the  Commifiioners  of  the  United  States  iu 
France,. and   counter- figned   by  the  auditor  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United 
States,  fend  fuch  a  number  of  tickets  for  fale,  as  they  fhall 
judge  neceffary  to  the  paymafter  and  deputy  paymaiter  go 
rteral  in  the  northern   department. 

For  the  better  regulating   the  pay  of  the  army  ; 

Refolded,  That  the  paymaiter  or  deputy -pay  mailer  general 
fhall  pay  no  money,  but  by  warrants  from  the  commanders 
in  chief  in  their  refpective  departments,  counterfigned  by  their 
refpective  fecretaries  ;  and  that  the  money  be  paid  only  to  the 
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perfon  fpecified  irt  the  warrant,  or  to  his  order  in  writing  Ex- 
cepting in  cafes  otherwife  provided  by  Congrefs. 

That  the  regimental  abftracls  be  made  up  by  the  regimen- 
tal paymafters  at  the  clofe  of  every  month,  and  certified  by 
the  refpedlive  colonels,or  commanding  officers  and  brigadiers, 
who  (hall  carefully  examine  and  compare  the  fame  with  the 
•weekly  returns  ;  after  which  they  fiiall  be  lodged  with  the 
paymafter,  or  deputy  pay  mailer  general,  until  orders  are  giten 
for    the  payment. 

That  the  regimental  paymafters  or,\j  fiiall  receive  from  the 
paymafter,  or  deputy  paymafters  general  the  money  due  upon 
abftracts  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  ;  and  the  faid  regimental 
paymafters  alone  fiiall  fettle  with,  and  pay,  the  money  due 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  regiments  to  which  they 
refpeftively  belong,  eitherin  perfon  or  to  their  order,and  take 
receiptsTor  the  fame,  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  fettle- 
ment  of  their  refpective  accounts. 

That  officers  and  foldiers,  who  may  be  prifoners  of  war, 
fiiall  be  made  up  in  the  abft rafts  of  the  regiment  to  which 
they  belong,  to  the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  authentic  re- 
turns fhall  be  made,  with  fuch  abftracls  of  the  names  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers  aforefaid,  their  rank  and  the  company 
to  which  they  belong,  the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  the 
pay  that  was  then  due.  And  whenever  fuch  prifoners  are  to 
be  exchanged,  a  pay  roll  fhall  be  made  out  by  the  paymafter, 
or  deputy  paymafter  general,  for  the  pay  due  to  them,  to 
the  time  of  their  return,  and  the  money  fiiall  be  fent  to  them, 
and  paid  by  the  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  their 
receipts  immediately  lodged  with  the  paymafter  or  deputy 
paymafter  general. 

That  wheneverany  regimental  paymaftsr  leaves  the  fervice# 
or  is  difmiffed,  he  fhall  make  a  return  to  the  paymafter  or  de- 
puty paymafter  general  of  the  names  of  the  commiffioned  and 
non  commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  regiment,  who 
remain  unpaid,  the  funis  due  to  them  refpec"lively,  and  what 
balance  of  cafh  he  has  remaining  ;  all  which  fhall  be  lodged 
with  the  paymafter,  or  deputy  paymafter  general,  to  be  by 
him  delivered  to  the  next  paymafter  of  the  faid  regiment,  or 
otherwife  difpofed  of,  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  de- 
partment may  think  proper. 

That  no  commiffioned  or  non-commifiioned  officer  or  fol- 
dier,  coming  from  any  department  where  a  paymallcr  or  de- 
puty paymafter  general  is  appointed,  fiiall  receive  in  any  other 
department  the  pay  that  may  be  due  to  him,  unlcfs  he  pro- 
duces a  certificate  from  his  colonel  or  commanding  officer, 
counterfigned  by  the  paymafter,  or  deputy  paymafter  general 
of  the  department  to  which  he  belongs,  of  the  fum  bona  fide 
due  to  him,  and  deliver  the  fame  with  a  receipt  thereon. 
Refohedf  That  the  pay  of  the  uffiftant  paymafters,  in  the 
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northern  department  be  augmented  to  forty  dollars  a  month; 
and  that  they  be  allowed  three  rations  a  day. 

Refulved,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  to  the  commander 
in  chief  be  augmented  to  one  hundred  dollars  a  month  ;  and 
that  Col.  Harrifon,  the  prefent  fecretary,  be  allowed  that 
pay  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  office. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 

That  a  warrant  mould  be  iffued  by  the  prefident  on  the 
loan  officer  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  ©f  Robert 
Morris,  George  Clymer  and  George  Walton,  efquires,  a 
committee  of  Congrefs,  for  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand  dollars,  fer  which  they  are  to  account. 

That  another  warrant  ifTue  on  the  fame  loan  officer,  in 
favour  of  the  fecret  committee,  for  ten  thoufand  dollars,  for 
which  the  faid  committee  fhall  account. 

That  James  Wood,  colonel  of  the  12th  regiment  of  Vir- 
ginia forces,  in  continental  fervice,  having  borrowed  of  John 
Campbell,  efquire,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  regiment,  as  appears  by  his  receipts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  having  drawn  an  order  for  thefaid  fum,  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  and  charged  to  his  account. 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Warren,  efquire,  for  the  pay 
due  to  him  as  paymafter  general,  from  the  4th  of  May  to  the 
15th  of  June,  1776,  being  42  days,  at  1200  dollars  per  an- 
num, 1  38.6  dollars,  which  fum  mould  be  paid  by  a  warrant 
from  the  preiident  on  the  loan  office  of  the  ftate  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  warrants  be  drawn,  and  fums  paid 
accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  no  officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be  here- 
after  appointed,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  fliall  take 
rank  by  virtue  of  a  commiffion  antedated,  but  rank  fhall  be 
determined  by  the  time  of  appointment,  unlefs  otherwife  di- 
rected by  fpecial  refolution  of  Congrefs. 

Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  and 
in  their  recefs,  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  refpeclive 
Hates,  that  they  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  war  exac"l 
lifts  of  all  oifieers  appointed  by  them  in  the  continental  ar- 
my, with  the  dates  of  their  commiffions  and  times  of  appoint- 
ment. 

Ordered^  That  major  general  St. Clair  repair  to  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  ferve  under  general  Gates  ;  and  that  previous  to 
his  fetting  out,  he  lepair  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  and 
there  wait  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow.  Wei>. 
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Wednesday,     April  2,    1777. 
A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  March  from  general    Wafhirtgton, 
and  one  of  the  19th  of  the  fame  month,  from   the  chevalier 
de  Preudhomme  de  Borre  were  read. 

Ordered,   That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  paymafter,  and  deputy  paymafter  ge- 
neral, at  the  end  of  every  month,  after  the  iirft  day  of  May 
next,  (hall  make  tip  rolls,  containing  the  names  of  the  gene- 
ral and  other  officers  of  the  army,  to  which  they  refpe&ively 
belong,  who  are  not  eomprifed  in  the  regimental  abftradts, 
excepting  only  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  feveral  depart- 
ments, who  mail  refpee\ively  examine  fuch  rolls,  and  ifiue 
their  warrants  on  the  paymafter  or  deputy  paymafter  gene- 
ral, for  the  funis  due  on  the  fame. 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  feveral  departments 
be  directed  to  order  payment  to  fuch  officers  and  detachments 
of  the  army,  as  (hall  at  any  time  be  ordered  to  other  depart- 
ments, to  be  made  to  the  day  of  their  marching  or  leaving 
the  camp,  and  that  certificates  be  given  by  the  refpective  pay- 
mafter or  deputy  paymafter  general,  mentioning  the  names  of 
fuch  officers  and  corps,  together  with  the  time  to  which  they 
are  paid,  which  certificates  (hall  be  delivered  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  refpeftive  detachments,  or  by  fuch  officers 
as  (hall  be  ordered  without  detachments,  to  the  paymafter  or 
deputy  paymafter  general  of  thedepartment  to  which  they  are 
ordered,  to  enable  him  to  examine,  and  make  up  their  future 
rolls  and  abftrafts. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer   with  generals  Gates 
and  Greene,brought  in  a  report^and  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 
Ordered,  That  they  have  leave,  and  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith 
be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  third  brigadier, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Ebenezer  Learned  was  chofen. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter,  this  day  received  from 
general  Walhington,  be  fent  to  the  council  of  Pennfylvania 
and  to  the  governors  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
and  that  governor  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  be  requefted  to 
<nve  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  powder  and 
military  (lores  at  Annapolis  to  the  town  of  Frederick,  in 
Maryland,  and  the  powder  and  military  (lores  at  Baltimore 
to  the  town  of  Carlifle,  in  Penniylvania,  and  take  meafures 
to  have  this  done   with  all  poffible  expedition. 

Congrefs  refumed  the    coniideration  of  the  report  cf  the 
medical  committee  on  the  hofpital,  and  after  debate, 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  for  farther  confederation, 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  revifc 
doftor  Shippen's  plan  for  regulating  the  I.rfpital,  and  report 
thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sergeant  have  leave  of  abfence,  to  vilit 
his    family. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  grant  fuch  reward,  as  fhey 
judge  proper,  to  the  pi'ots  who  discovered  and  informed 
againlt  James  Molefworth. 

The  feveral    matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 

adjourned  to  10  o'clock  cr.  Friday. 

t 

Friday,  April   4,   1777. 

Mr.  Sykes,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Delaware,  attended, 
nnd  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

11  In  council,  February  22,  1777.  Whereas  Nicholas  Van 
Dike  and  James  Sykes,  elquires,  have  been  chofen  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  houfes  in  the  general  affembly,  to  reprefent  the 
Delaware  flate  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  in  the  room 
and  fteadof  Joha  Dickinfon  and  John  Evans, efquires,Z?«/o/'y- 
ed,  That  they,  together  with  George  Read,  efquire,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully  authorifed  and  im- 
powered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State  to  concert,  agree  to 
and  execute  any  meafnre,  which  they  or  he,  together  with 
a  majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  (hall  judge  neceffary 
for  the  defence,  focurity,  intereft  arid  welfare  of  this  State 
in  particular,  and  America  in  general,  with  power  to  adjourn 
to  fuch  times  and  places,  as  fliall  appear  moft  conducive  to 
the  public  fafety  and  advantage. — Sent  for  concurrence. — 
Eodem  die,  in  affenibly,  read  and  concurred. — Extract  from 
the  minutes,  Slator    Clay,  clerk    of  the  council. 

Brigadier  Armflrong  having  requefted  leave  to  refign,  and 
for    that  purpofe  inclofed    his   commiflion, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  refignation  be 
accepted. 

A  remonftrance  and  petition  from  fundry  perfons  in  York- 
Town,   in  Pennfylvania,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  inclofed, 
be   referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  fettle  the  accounts 
of  col.  Hand,  who  is  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  in 
order  that  he  may  deliver  up  his  regiment,  and  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  his  new  office  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  fecret  committee  having  by  direction  of  Congrefs,  is 
their  refolve  of  the  iirit  of  December  la  It ,  appointed  MefTrs, 
AhrahamLivingfton  and  William  Turnbuil  agents,  to  repair  to 
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the  eaflern  dates,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  and  collecting 
cloathing  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  which  bufinefs  they  have 
affiduouuyperformed,and  for  which  purpofe  the  faid  committee 
advanced  to  the  faid  agents  twenty  thoufand  dollars  at  the  time 
they  fet  out,  and  the  farther  fum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  granted  to  them  for  that  purpofe  the  J  5th  of 
February  laft,  as  appears  by  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  that  date, 
and  the  receiptsof  thefetwofums  are  acknowledged  by  the  faid 
agents,  in  their  letters  dated  the  19th  and  22d  of  March  laft  : 
It  alfo  appearing,  that  the  faid  agents  have  drawn  fundry  bills 
on  the  faid  committee,  which  are  not  yet  paid  ;  and  whereas 
general  Washington,  agreeably  to  the  powers  veiled  in  him  by 
Congrefs, has  lately  appointed  fames  Meafe,  efquire,  clothier 
general  for  the  American  army,  whofe  bufinefs  it  now  is  to 
fettle  and  adjuft  all  accounts  reflecting  the  cloathing  of  the 
army,    Therefore 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  credited  in  the  trea- 
fury  books  for  £40,000  dollars  paid  by  them  to  the  faidMefTrs. 
Abraham  Livingilon  and  William  Tumbull,  and  that  the  fame 
be  chargedto  James  Meafe, efqr  ;  who  is  to  fettle  all  accouut's 
with  the  faid  agents,  refpeevting  the  bufinefs  in  which  they 
have  been  employed, and  to  pay  the  draughts  they  have  drawn, 
or  may  rightfully  draw  on  the  faid  committee,  or  on  him 
as  clothier  general,  and  that  he  alfo  be  impowered  to  make 
them   rcafonable  compenfation  for   their  fervices. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Greene, 
brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  there  be  one  commiiTary-general  of  muf- 
ters  for  the  army  of  the  United    States  ; 

That  there  be  four  deputy  mufter  mailers  general  ; 

That  the  faid  appointments    be  made   by  Congrefs  : 

That  one  deputy  mufter  matter  be  appointed  to  each 
grand  divilion  of  the  army,  and  that  thefe  appointments  be 
made    by  the  commander  in  chief. 

That  the  troops  be  muttered  once  in  every  month  by  the 
deputy  mufter  matters,  and  once  at  leaft  in  every  three  months 
the  deputy  mutter  matter  general  of  each  department  fhall 
fuperintend  at  fuch  mufter. 

That,  in  mufterng,  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the 
cloaths,  arms,  accoutrements  and  pay  of  the  troops,  and  a 
report  made  to  the  commanding  officer  cf  the  department, 
of   neglect  or  deficiency. 

That  on  every  muiler  five  rolls  be  made  out  by  thecaptain 
or  commanding  officer  of  every  company  or  troop, fworn  toand 
ilgned  by  him  and  one  other  com  miffioned  officer;  one  ot  which 
rolls  fhall  be  returned  to  him,  certified  by  the  officer  of  mutters, 
one  other  fhall  be  trarifmitted  to  the  board  of  treafury,  one  to' 
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the  pnymafler  general  of  the  department,  and  one  to  the  re- 
gimental paymatter,  to  be  affixed  to  tlio  pay  rolls. 

That  the  deputy  mutter  mailer  general  of  each  department 
return  an  abftracT  of  each  mutter  roll  once  a  month,  to  the 
deputy  adjutant  general  of  that  department,  and  one  other 
abttraft  to  the  commiffary  general  of  mutters. 

That  the  commiffary  general  of  muilers  return  to  the  ad- 
jutant general,  once  a  month,  an  abttracl:  of  all  the  mutters, 
regimentally  digefted,  together  with  an  abflradl  of  the  rations 
drawn    or  retained    by  the  feveral  regiments. 

That  the  ifftiing  commiffaries  be  obliged  to  deliver  monthly 
to  the  commiffary  general  of  mutters,  an  abftract  of  the  ra- 
tions drawn  or  retained  by  the  feveral  regiments. 

That  the  adjutant  general  be  ordered  to  fend  monthly  to 
the  board  of  war  a  copy  of  the  abftracts,  which  he  received 
from  the  commiffary  general  of  muilers,  together  with  an  ab- 
ttracl:  of  the  returns  of  the  army. 

That  the    pay  of  the  com  miliary  general  of  mutters  be  60 
dollars  a  month,  and  4  rations  a  day. 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  mufler  matter  general  be  50 
dollars  a  month,    and    a  rations  a  day. 

That  the  pay  of  a  mutter  matter  be  35  dollars  a  month, 
And   2  rations  a  day. 

That  the  board  of  war  fend  to  the  board  of  treaftiry  copies 
of  the  abftra&s  of  rations,  that  may  be  included  in  the  adju- 
tant general's  returns. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commiiTary  general  of  mutters,  and  deputy  mutter 
matters  general. 

Refolved,  That  every  officer,  commanding  a  regiment,  troop 
•r  company,  who  (hall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  any  of 
rlcer  of  mutters,  refufe  or  neglect  to  aiTemble  the  regiment, 
troop  or  company  under  his  command,  fhall,  on  proof  there- 
of, before  a  general  court  martial,   be  caihiered. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  of  December  latt,  from  George  Gal- 
phin,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be.  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Refolved,  That  the  body  of  militia,  applied  for  to  the  ttate 
Af  North-Carolina,  during  the  laft  winter,  by  the  ttate  of 
South. Carolina,  then  under  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion  from 
the  enemy,  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  rive  thoufand  militia, 
recommended  by  Congrefs  to  be  embodied  by  the  ttate  of 
North-Carolina,  for  the  affiftance  of  South-Carolina  cr  Vir- 
ginia, as  occafion  might  require,  and  that  the  cxpence  there- 
by accruing,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  continental  treaftiry. 

Refulved,  That  all  captures  made  or  to  be  made  by  veffels 
searing  commiiuons.ifiued  by  the  Prefident  of  South-Carolina, 
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previous  to  this  4th  day  of  April,  be  confidered  as  valid,  as  if 
made  under  continental  com  millions,  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
refolve  be  tranfmittcd  to  each  ofthcUnited  States,  as  a  law  in 
any  prize  caufe,  which  may  be  depending  or  inflituted  in  any 
of  the  courts  therein,  snd  to  fecure  the  condemnation  of  veffels 
taken  under  fuch  commiihoris,  Congrefs  having  been  made 
acquainted,  that  Mr.Prefident  Rutledge  hasgranted  commif- 
fions  for  letters  of  marque  and  privateers,  for  want  of  proper 
information,  that  by  a  former  refolve  of  Congrefs  fuch  com- 
millions  were  to  be  granted  by  Congrefs  only. 

Refolded,  That  the  invitation  given,  at  the  defire  of  Mr. 
Prefident  Rutledge  by  Mr.  Galphin,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  to 
form  a  Congrefs  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  be  approved  ;  that  the 
Hate  of  South- Carolina  be  reimburfed  the  expences, which  may 
attend  fuch  meeting,  and  that  Mr.  Galphin  do  ufe  bis  endea- 
vours to  perfuade  fome  of  the  Creek  chiefs  to  attend  him  to 
Philadelphia,  and  that  Congrefs  will  defray  the  charges  of  their 
journey. 

The  board  of  war  brought  In  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Rsfohed,  That  blank  commiffions  be  fent  to  Henry  Fifher, 
of  Lewis-Town,  with  orders  to  raife  on  the  continental  efta- 
blifhment  an  independent  company,  for  the  fafe  guard  of  the 
pilots  and  the  perfons  and  goods  of  other  well  affected  inhabi- 
tants and  fubjecls  of  thefe  ftates,  refiding  or  being  near  Lewis- 
Town  and  the  coaits  of  Delaware  bay  ;  and  that  Mr.  Filher 
be  informed,  that  if  he  chufes  to  accept  the  command  of  the 
company,  Congrefs  will  confirm  him  therein  ;  but  if  he  mould 
decline  the  acceptance  thereof,  that  he  be  defired  to  nominate 
a  proper  perfon  to  fill  that  Itation,  and  in  either  cafe,  that  he 
nominate  the  fubalterns. 

Refolded,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United 
States  be  impewered  to  order  monies,  arifing  from  the  fales 
of  tickets  in  thofe  States,  where  there  are  no  commilTioners 
of  the  loan  office,  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury  of  fuch  State, 
the  faid  State  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  be 
authorifed  to  defer  the  drawing  of  the  faid  lottery,  if  they 
find  it  neceffary. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  James  Smythers,  for  a  copper-plate 
and  planifhing,  made  by  David  Cummings,  for  the  purpofe 
ofprinting  the  loan  office  certificates  and  engraving  the  fame, 
37.60  dollars. 

To  Gerrard  Hopkins,  for  26  cloak  pins  and  putting  them 
up,  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  at  Baltimore,    3.24  dollars. 

That  R.  R.  Livingfton,  R.  T.  Paine  and  J.Langdon,efqrs. 
a  committee  of  Congrefs,  who  in  November,  1775,  repaired 
toTicondcroga,  expended  on  the  journey  510.43  1-2  dollars 
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for  which  they  ought  to  have  credit,  together  with  the  fum  of 
10 1  dollars,  returned  by  Mr.  Paine  into  the  hands  of  John  Gib- 
fon,  efqr.  the  auditor  general,  with  which  he  is  to  be  charged. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Turns  be  paid,  and  the  faid  credit 
and  debit  made    accordingly. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  col.  B.  Flower,  commlflary  gene* 
ral  of  military  ftores,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board   of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the'  hofpital  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  tilt 
to-morrow. 

The  feyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturpay,    April  5,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wafliington,  Inclofing  a 
copy  of  one  of  the  29th  of  March,  from  brigadier  M'Dougal, 
giving  an  account  of  the  enemy's  attack  onPeek's-kiU  wasread. 

Ordered,  That  the  baron  d'Arendt,  colonel  of  the  Ger- 
man battalion,  repair  immediately  to  head -quarters; 

Ordered,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  col.  d* 
Arendt.f  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered*  That  1 000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Connecticut,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  that  State. 

Whereas  the  general  aflembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode- Ifland 
and  Providence  plantations  did,  at  their  feffion  in  October  laftj 
pafs  a  refolye,  empowering  the  governor  to  grant  commlfEons 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifals  to  private  veffels  of  war,  giv- 
ing fuch  inftructions,  and  taking  fuch  bonds  as  fhould  be  agree- 
able to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  until  commifiions  could 
be  procured  from  Congrefs  ; 

Re/ohed,  That  acts  done  under  fuch  commifiions,  as  have 
hitherto  been  granted  by  the  governor  of  the  faid  State,  by 
virtue  of  the  faid  refolve,  be  of  the  fame  force  and  vali- 
dity, as  if  they  had  been  granted  by  Congrefi,  under  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  Prefident. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  the  State  afore- 
faid,  not  to  grant  any  more  commuTions,  to  recal  fuch  as  he 
may  have  ifTued,  and  to  deliver  out  continental  cdmmlflious 
in  their  Head. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takeri 
into  confideration ;  whereupon 

Refu/ved,  That  the  cafe  of  doctor  Connolly  be  committed  to 
theSupreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
and  that  It  be  recommended  to  them,  to  examine  into  the  mat- 
ter, and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  indulge  the  prifoner  with 
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fuch  liberty  as  they  mall  conceive  to  be  confiflent  with  the 
public  fafety. 

Ordered,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpenter 
Wharton,  for  the  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  the  hofpi- 
tail,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  totheState  ofSouth  Carolina  the 
fum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  being  fo  much  received  of  the 
faid  State  by  Jacob  Morris,  aid  de  camp,  for  account  of  gene- 
ral   Lee,  the  general  to  be  charged  with  the  fame. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Matthew  Duncan,  for  his  pay 
from  the  5th  of  January,  1776,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1777, 
being  12  months,  at^.io  a  month,  /*I20  for  his  rations, 
from  the  25th  of  September,  to  the  5th  of  January,  being  101 
days,  at  three  rations  a  day,  303  rations,  at  8d.  _£.io  2  ;  and 
for  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  loft  at  the  attack  on  Quebec, 
atjwhich  time  he wa&a volunteer,^. 8  the  whole  being^.  148  23 
dollars  at  y/6d.  is  394.4  dollars. 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Lowman  and  Hubley  6000 
dollars,  being  fo  much  borrowed  of  them  by  lieut.  col.  Antir, 
for  the  ufe  of  col.  Hazen's  regiment,  and  for  which  col.  Ha- 
zen  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  William  Attic,  efquire,  the 
fum  of  4000  dollars,  being  fo  much  borrowed  of  him  by  lieut. 
col.  Antil,  for  the  ufe  of  col.  Hazen's  regiment,  and  for 
which  col.  Hazen  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Ephraim  Blaine,  efquire,- 
in  part  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  him  for  provifions,  fur- 
nifhed  the  troops,  and  in  advance  towards  his  furnifhing  pro- 
vifions, in  confequence  of  his  late  appointment,  1 5,000  dollars. 

That  there  fhould  beadvanced  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  com- 
miffary  general  of  military  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Samuel  Wheeler,  for  one 
wrought  iron  3  pounder  field  piece,  the  fum  of  1 61 .  "o  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  fums  be  paid- 

Ordered,  That  6000  dollars  be  paid  William  Wilfon,  for 
account   of  col.    G.  Morgan,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  arrears  of  pay,  due  to  brigadier  Arm- 
strong, to  the  time  of  his  refignation,be  paid  him, and  that  there 
be  alfo  paid  to  him  the  arrears  of  pay,  due  to  his  brigade  mtjor. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  po!tponed> 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Monday,  April  7,  1777. 
Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  Bartholomew 
Burke,  for  the  purpefe  of  recruiting  a  company,  the  fame 
being  in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour  on  William  Palfrey, 
efquire,  by  generalWafhington,  dated  at  head-quarters>Morris- 
Tovvn,  the  4th  of  March,    1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolution  paffed  on  Saturday,  refpe&ing 
John  Connolly,  be  for  the  prefent  fufpended. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  James  Meafe,  and  an  extract  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
and  that  the  council  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania  be  defired 
to  lay  before  the  board  of  treafury  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  advanced  to  their  State  by  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  from  the  Council  of  Maffa- 
ehufetts-Bay  ;  one  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  from  Wil- 
liam Finnie,  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  in  Virginia  ;  one  of 
the  5th  inftant,  from  general  Putnam,  at  Princetown,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  24th  of  March,  from  col.  G. 
Morgan,  at  fort  Pitt,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  and  one  of 
the  fame  date,  from  H.  Crawford,  with  the  proceedings  of  a 
council  of  war,  and  fundry  other  papers  inclofed,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland,  in 
Pennfylvania  ;  and  a  reprefentation  from  lieut,  col.  Antil,  io 
favour  of  adjutant  Minyer,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  col.  George  Morgan  and 
H.  Crawford,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  ;  and  that  the  faid  board  fend  with  all  pofiible 
difpatch  fuch  a  fupply  ofrifles,  ammunition  and  military  ftorcs 
as  they  mall  judge  neceffary  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  frontiers,  againft  any  hof- 
tile  attempts  of  the  Indians,  or  others. 

Major  general  Schuyler  attended  and  took  his  feat  in  Con- 
grefs as  a  delegate  from  the  State  of  New- York. 

William  Duer,  efquire,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  alfo 
attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment* 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  convention  of  the  representatives  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  March  29th,  1777,  Refolded,  That  William  Duer, 
efquire,  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a  delegate  or  reprefenta- 
tive  of  this  State,  in  Congrefs.  By  order, Abraham  TenBroek, 
Prefident.  Attefted,  John  M'Keffon,    fecretary." 

A  letter  of  the  20th  January,  and  one  of  the  lit  of  March, 
from  the  convention  of  New-York,  with  an  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid  State,  dated 
the  20th  of  January,  1777  ;  alfo  a  petition  from  col.  Seth 
Waraer,  were  Lud  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

L  2  Ordered* 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  ;  that  the  letter 
from  William  Finnie,  and  the  petition  from  colonel  Warner, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  :  That  the  letters  from  the 
convention  of  New-York  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  deputy  paymafter  general  in  Virginia 
pay  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  4000  dollars,  for 
the  purpofe  of  paying  the  bounties  of  the  200  men  ordered  to 
be    raifed  for  garrifoning  the  forts  on  the  Ohio, 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewel, 
keeper  of  the  ftate  prifon,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  John  Koufe,  mailer  of  the  floop  Fortune, 
was   read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  ftate  of  the  military  cheft  in  the  northern 
department  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  Storekeeper  of  the  magazine  of  provifions 
at  Lebanon,  in  Pennfylvania,  deliver  to  Ephraim  Blaine, 
cfquire,  forty  barrels  of  beet  and  forty  barrels  of  pork,  the 
faid  E.  Blaine  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
hofpital ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  there  be  one  director  general  of  all  the  mi- 
litary hofpitals  which  fhall  be  erected  for  the  continental  ar- 
my in  the  United  States,  who  fhall  particularly  Superintend 
all  the  hofpitals  between  Hudfon's  and  Potomac  rivers. 

That  there  be  one  deputy  director  general,  who,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  director  general,  fhall  {uperintend  the  hofpitals 
to  the  eaftward  of   Hudfon's  river. 

That  there  be  one  deputy  director  general,  who,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  director  general,  fhall  fuperintend  the  hofpitals 
in  the  northern  department. 

That  when  the  circumftances  of  the  war  fhall  require  it, 
there  be  one  deputy  director  general,  who,  in  the  abfence 
of  the  director  general,  fhall  fuperintend  the  hofpitals  in  the 
fouthern  department. 

That  the  director  general,  or,in  his  abfence,  the  deputy  direc- 
tor general  in  each  respective  department,  beimpowered  and  re- 
quired, with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  commanderin  chief 
therein,  to  eftablifh  and  regulate  a  fufficient  number  of  hofpi- 
tals at  proper  plaees  for  the  reception  of  the  fick  and  wounded 
of  the  army,  to  provide  medicines,  instruments,  dreffings,  bed- 
ding, and  other  neceffary  furniture,  proper  diet,  and  every 
thing  requifite  for  the  fick  and  wounded  Soldiers,  and  the 
officers  of  the  hofpitals  ;  to  pay  the  falaries,  and  all  other  ex- 
penses of  the  fame. 

That  there  be  affi Slant  deputy  directors,  to  fuperintend  the  hof- 
pitals committed  to  their  care,  andaffift  in  providing  the  articles 

before 
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before  fpecified  under  the  orders  and  controul  of  the  direc- 
tor or  deputy  director  general  of  the"   refpective  diftricts. 

That  there  be  one  apothecary  general  for  each  diftrift, 
whofe  duty  it  (hall  be  to  receive,  prepare  and  deliver  medi- 
cines, and  other  articles  of  his  department  to  the  hofpitals 
and  army,  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  director  general,  or  de- 
puty directors  general  refpectively. 

That  the  apothecaries  be  allowed  as  many  mates  as  the  di- 
rector general,  or  refpective  deputy  director  general,  fhall 
think  neceffary. 

That  there  be  a  comrnifTary  of  the  hofpitals  in  each  of  the 
aforefaid  diftricts,  whofe  duty  it  fhall  be  to  procure,  ftore  and 
deliver  provifions,  forage  and  fuch  other  articles  as  the  di- 
rector or  deputy  director  general  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hofpitals ;  in  the  purchafe  of  which  he  fhall  fre- 
quently confult  with  the  comrnifTary  and  quarter  mafler  ge- 
neral, and  be  regulated  by  the  prices  which  they  give. 

That  the  comrnifTary  be  allowed  fuch  affiftants  and  ftore- 
keepers  as  the  director  general,  or  deputy  director  general  of 
the  diftrict  fhall  judge  neceffary. 

That  a  fteward  be  allowed  for  every  hundred  fick  or  wound- 
ed, who  fhall  receive  provifions  from  the  comrnifTary,  and  dif- 
tribute  them  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  director  general  or, 
in  hisabfence,  of  the  deputy  director  general,  or  phyfician,  or 
furgeon  gen.  andbe  accountable  to  the  comrnifTary  forthefame. 
That  a  matron  be  allowed  to  every  hundred  fick  or  wounded- 
who  fhall  take  care  that  the  provifions  are  properly  prepared; 
that  the  wards,  beds  and  utenfils  be  kept  in  neat  order,  and 
that  the  moit  exact  economy  be  obferved  in  her  department. 
That  a  nurfe  be  allowed  for  every  ten  Tick  or  wounded, 
who  fhall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  matron. 

That  an  hoitler  or  ftabler  be  allowed  to  each  hofpital,  to 
receive  the  horfes  from  the  comrnifTary,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  waggon  and  other  horfes  belonging  to  the  hofpital,  pur- 
fuant  to  orders  from  the  directorgeneral,  or, in  hisabfence,  the 
deputy  director  general,  or  fuch  other  officer  as  he  fhall  appoint. 
That  there  be  a  clerk  in  each  diftrict,  whofe  buiinefs  it 
fhall  be  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  hofpitals,  and  to  receive 
and  deliver  the  monies  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  direc- 
tor or  deputy  director  general. 

That  a  fufiicient  number  of  afliltant  clerks  be  allowed. 
That  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  the  general  fhall  order  to 
guard  the  hofpitals  and  to  conduct  fuch,  as  fhall  ve  weekly 
difeharged  the  hofpitals,  to  their  refpective  regiments,  fhal!, 
while  on  this  duty,  obey  the  director  or  deputy  director 
general,  or  the  phyiicians  and  furgeons  general. 

That  the  director  and  deputy  directors  generalberefpective- 
ly  empowered  to  appoint  and  difcharge  their  effiftant  deputy 

directors 
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directors  and  other  faid  officers  and  attendants  of  the  liofpitals 
in  fuch  numbers  as  the  neceffities  of  the  army  may  require, 
and  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  department  fhall  in 
■writing  approve  ;  report  of  which  to  be  immediately  made 
to  Congrels,  as  hereafter  directed. 

That  there  be  alfo  one  phyiician  and  one  furgeon  general 
in  each  diilricvk,  to  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  whofe  duty  it 
fhall  be  refpeclively  to  fuperintend  the  prac'tice  of phyfic  and 
iurgery  in  all  the  hofpitals  of  the  diftrict,  to  which  they 
fhall  be  appointed,  and  in  the  abfence  of  the  director  or  de- 
puty director  general,  they  fhall  have  power  to  order  the 
phyficians,  furgeons  and  other  officers  of  the  feveral  hofpi- 
tals to  fuch  duty  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  and  fhall  report 
weekly  to  the  director  general,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  de- 
puty director  general,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  affiftant  de- 
puty director,  the  flate  and  number  of  the  fick  and  wuunded 
in  the  hofpitals,  and  the  delinquent  officers  of  the  fame,  and 
fee  that  fuch,  as  may  be  fit,  fhall  be  delivered  every  week 
to  the  officer  of  the  guard,  to  be  conducted  to  theanny. 

That  there  be  allowed  alfo  fenior  phyficians  and  furgeons, 
who  fhall  attend,  prefcribe  for,  and  operate  upon  and  feepro- 
perly  treated  fuch  fick  and  wounded,  as  fhall  be  allowed  then* 
by  the  director  general,  deputy  director  general,  or  affiftant 
director,  or  phyfician  or  furgeon  general  ;  the  number  for  the 
diftrict  to  be  determined  by  the  director  or  deputy  director 
general,  and  appointed  by  the  furgeon  and  phyfician  general. 
That  there  be  alfo  fuch  a  number  of  fecond  furgeons  as  the 
ilirector  or  deputy  director  general  for  thediftrict  fhall  judge 
neceflary  to  afiift  the  fenior  furgeons,  and  be  under  the  fame 
direction,  and  to  be  appointed  by  the  phyfician  and  furgeon 
general  as  aforefaid. 

That  there  be  alfo  fuch  a  number  of  mates  as  the  director 
general  or  deputy  director  general  of  the  diftrict  fhall  direct, 
who  fhall  affift  the  furgeons  in  the  care  of  the  wounded,  and 
fee  that  the  medicines  are  properly  and  regularly  adminifter- 
cd,  and  appointed  in  the  manner  before  directed  for  icnior 
and  fecond  furgeons. 

That  a  foitable  number  of  covered  and  other  waggons, 
litters  and  other  neceftaries  for  removing  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed, fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  quarter  ma  Iter  or  deputy  quar- 
ter mailer  general,  and  in  cafes  of  their  deficiency,  by  the 
director  or  deputy  director  general. 

That  tbej-e  be  one  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  for  each 
feparate  army,  who  fhall  be  fubjedt  to  the  orders  and  eon- 
troul  of  the  director  general  and  deputy  director  general  of 
the  diftrict  wherein  he  acts  ;  That  his  duty  fhall  be  to  fuper- 
intend  the  regimental  furgeons  and  their  mates,  and  to  fee 
that  they  do  their  duty,  to  hear  all  complaints   againft  the 

faid 
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faid  regimental  furgeons  and  mates,  and  make  report  of  then* 
to  the  director  general,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  deputy  di- 
rector, or,  in  their  abfence  from  the  faid  army,  to  the  com- 
manding officer  thereof,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  trial  by 
court  martial  for  mifbehaviour  ;  to  receive  from  the  director 
general  or  deputy  director  general  a  fuitable  number  of  large 
ilrong  tents,  beds,  bedding,  medicines  and  hofpital  (tores,  for 
fuch  fick  and  wounded  as  cannot  be  removed  to  the  general 
hofpital  with  fafety,  or  may  be  rendered  fit  for  duty  in  a  few- 
days  ;  and  fhall  alfo  fee  that  the  fick  and  wounded,  while  under 
his  care,  are  properly  attended  and  dreffed  and  conveyed  whert 
able  to  the  general  hofpital,  for  which  laft  purpofe  he  ib all  be 
fupplied  by  the  director  general  or  deputy  director  with  a 
proper  number  of  convenient  waggons  and   drivers. 

That  each  phylician  and  furgeon  general  of  the  armies  (hall 
appoint  fuch  a  number  of  furgeons,  nurfes  and  orderly  men  as 
the  director  or  deputy  director  general  fhall  judge  necefiary  for 
the  more  effectual  care  and  relief  of  the  fick  and  wounded  un- 
der the  care  of  fuch  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  as  provi- 
ded in  the  laft  foregoing  fertion  ;  and  the  faid  phyficians 
and  furgeons  general  fhall  have  under  them  in  each  army  a 
fteward  to  receive  and  properly  difpenfe  fuch  articles  of  diet 
as  the  director  general  or  deputy  director  general  fhall  give,  or 
order  to  be  gives  him  bythecommiffary  of  thearmyorholpital. 
That  whenever  any  regimental  furgeon  or  mate  fhall  be  ab- 
fent  from  his  regiment  without  leave  from  the  faid  furgeon  ge- 
neral, or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  where  his  duty 
lies,  the  faid  furgeon  general  fhall  have  power  to  remove  fuck 
furgeon  or  mate,  and  forthwith  to  appoint  another  in  hisftead* 
That  the  director,  deputy  directors,  phyficians  and  furgeons 
general,  and  all  other  officers  before  enumerated,  fhall  be  tri- 
ed by  a  court  martial  for  any  mifbehaviour  or  neglect  of  duty, 
as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  feveral  armies  (hall  direct. 

That  the  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of  each  army  (halt 
©aufe  daily  returns  to  be  made  to  him  of  all  the-  fick  and 
wounded  which  have  been  removed  to  the  hofpitals,  all  that  re- 
main in  the  hofpital  tents,  all  that  are  become  fit  for  duty,  all 
thatare  convalefcent,  and  all  who  nrayhave  died,  fpecifying  the 
particular  maladies  under  which-the  fick  and  wounded  labour* 
That  the  faid  phyficians  and  furgeons  general  (hall  cauic 
weekly  returns  of  the  fame  to  be  made  to  the  director  or 
deputy  director  general  refpectively. 

That  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  general  of  the  hofpitals 
©aufe  like  daily  returns  to  be  made  in  every  hofpital,  and  the 
like  weekly  returns totheirrefpe£tivedire£tcr9,?«£f/tf/*j  mutandis. 
That  the  deputy  directors  general  caufe  the  like  returns  to 
be  made  once  every  month  to  the  director  general,  together 
with  the  names  and  denominations  ef  all  ttte  officers  in  the 
refpective  hofpitak.  Ani 
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And  that  the  director  general  mall  make  a  like  return  for 
all  the  hofpitals  and  armies  of  thefe  United  States  once  eve- 
ry month  to  the  medical  committee. 
-  .  That  the  medical  committee  have  power  to  appoint  any  of 
their  members  to  vifitand  infpedr.  all  or  any  of  the  medical 
departments,  as  often  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  fuch  general  officers  of  the  hofpital  as 
fliall  be  delinquent  in  this  or  any  parts  of  their  duty,  and  to 
report  their  names  to  Congrefs  with  the  evidence  of  the 
charges,  which  fhall  be  brought  againfl  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  coniideration  of  the  report  be 
pofiponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  6600  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Abraham 
Bowman,  of  the  eighth  Virginia  regiment,  late  Muhlen- 
berg's, on  account  of  pay  due  to  the  faid  regiment,  the  co- 
lonel to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed- 
adjeurned  to  10  clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    April  8,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  274  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Cadwallader, 
efq.  the  lame  being  in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour,  drawn 
by  general  Wafhington,  January  23,  1777,  for  fo  much  ad- 
vanced to  captain  James  Lee's  company  of  artillery. 
.  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  12000  dollars  be  drawn  on 
John  Gibfon,  efquire,  and  another  warrant  on  Michael  Hil- 
legas,  efq.  for  12000  dollars,  both  in  favour  of  col.  Stephen 
Moylan,  thefe  being  in  part  of  a  warrant  of  general  Wafhing- 
ton, in  favour  of  trie  faid  colonel  Moylan. 

That  an  order  for  twenty  thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Hudfon,  forthe  public  fervice, 
the  faid  Jonathan  Hudfon  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported. 

"  That  Mr.  James  Cuthbert,  of  Canada,  fupplied  a  de- 
tachment of  the  army  while  there  under  the  command  of 
brigadier  general  Thompfon,  with  wheat,  flour,  hoards  and 
plank,  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  and  fixty -three  pounds 
feventeen  fhillings  and  two-pence,  New-  York  currency ;  of 
which  fum,  fix  hundred  pounds  were  drawn  for,  on  the  pay- 
ma  fter  general  for  the  northern  department,  by  John  Win- 
flow,  the  affiftant  paymsfter,  in  favour  of  colonel  Donald 
Campbell,  deputy  quarter  mafter  general,  and  by  him  indor- 
fed  to  the  faid  James  Cuthbert,  and  by  the  laft  to  Elias  Eou- 
dinot,  efquire,  which  faid  bill  was  by  direction  of  the  then 
commander  in  chief  in  Canada  protefled  under  a  miftaken 
information,  that  the  faid  Cuthbert  was  an  enemy  to  his 
country  :  That  on  the  3d  of  Augufl  laft  general  Thompfon 
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fettled  the  account  with  the  faid  Cuthbert,  and  then  drew  a 
bill  in  his  favour  for  the  refidue,  being  four  hundred  and  fixty. 
three  pounds,  feventeen  (hillings,  and  two-pence,  on  William 
Palfrey,  efquire,  paymafter  general,  which  was  alfo  endorfed 
to  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  remains  unpaid.  That  Mr.  Boudinot 
hath  been  too  long  kept  out  of  his  money,  and  has  been  at  * 
considerable  expence  in  foliciting  payment,  and  that  a  warrant 
fhould  now  be  granted  (or  £.  1 106  :  9  :  7,  New- York  money, 
equal  to  2766.18  dollars,  and  that  the  firft  mentioned 
draught  for Tix  hundred  pounds,  New-York  currency,  mould 
be  charged  to  Mr.  Window,  until  he  renders  to  the  commiffi- 
oners  for  fettling  accoants,  vouchers  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  provifions  for  the  payment  of  which  he  drew  his  bill  j" 
whereupon  [  ... 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fumbe  paid  and  charged  accordingly. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  of  March   from  governor.  Henry  of 

Virginia,  and  a  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  New- 

Hampfhire  grants,    accompanied   with  a  number   of  papers, 

were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Henry  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  :  That  the  petition  with  \he  papers  ac- 
•ompanying  it,  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  regulatiag  the  mode  of  receiving  applications 
made  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  ehofen  Mr.'Gefry.Mr.  S.Adams,Mr.  Ellery. 
Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  on  the  articles  of  confederation, be  taken  into  confedera- 
tion on  Monday  next,  and  that  two  days  in  each  week  be  em- 
ployed on  the  fubject  until  it  (hall  be  wholly  difcuffed  in  Gon- 
grefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due 
to  Frederick  Bicking  for  140  reams  of  paper  for  continental 
bills  of  credit,    14,00    dollars. 

To  William  Semple,  Benjamin  Harbefon,  and  Jonathan  B. 
Smith,  for  the  eXpence  of  convoying  a  waggon  to  Cambridge, 
and  for  conducting  colonel  Kirkland  and  fo»  prifoners  from 
Cambridge  to  Philadelphia,  from  9th  December  to  16th 
January   £.134,:$:   2,  equal  to  358.38  dollars. 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania^ 
agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  the  faid  ftateto  beaccountable. 
That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  the  hondrable  board  ofwar,tobe 
by  themfenttojonathan  Trumbull,  efq. deputy pay-mafter  ge- 
neral, for  the  ufeofthe  northern  army,the  fum  of  400,000 dollars. 
That  there  fhould   be   advanced  to  James  Mcafe,    efq.  for 
the  purpofp  of  cloathing  the  army,  the  fum  of  lOO,ooo,doliarft, 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 
Refohed,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire,  treafurer,  be  di- 
rected to  fend  from  Baltimoce  to  JohnGibfon,  efquire,  audi- 
tor-general, for  public  fervice,  the  fum  of  one  m*Bion  of  dollars. 
Vot.  III.  M  The 
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The  committee  on  departments  brought  in  a  report,  whirfv 
was  read'.  ( 

•    Qfdertd,   That  it  be  taken    into  confideration   on  Thurfday' 
sext. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  eorifider  what 
honours  'mould ''be  paid  to  the  memories  of  generals  Warren? 
and  Mercer,  brought  in  a  report,  which  being  read,  was  a- 
greed  teas  follows.  

That  a  monument  be  erected  -  to  the  -memory  of  general 
Warren,  in  the  townofSoflon,  with  the  foflowinj^dnicriptioa. 

ift'w  '  '  In  hdrior  of 

to  JO  S  EP  H    WA  R  R  EN, 

Major'  general  of  'Maffachufetts-Bay. 
He  devoted    his  life  to  the  liberties 
,vl  '  '-'of  his  country, 

I     and,  in    bravely   defending  them,  felf 

an  early  ■  riftim, 

•    i»  the  battle   cf  Bunker's    hill,-  ". 

June    17,   1775. 

The  Ccngrefs  of  the  United    States. 

as  ah    acknowledgment'  of  his    fsrvices,< 

and  diftingiuffied  merit, 

have-  erected  this  mohumeiVL 

to  his   memory. 

That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  general 
Mercer,  in  Fiederickfturg,  ia  the  flate  of  Virginia,  with 
the.  following  inferiptionv     ' 

•  Sacred    to   the- memory   of 
HUGH     MERGE  R, 
'Brigadier  general    in  the  army  of 
the  United   States. 
He  died  on  the   12th  of  January,   1777,   of  the 
wounds  he  received  on  the  3d  of  the  fame  month', 
near ,  Princetoivn,   in   New-Jerfey, 
bravely    defending   the  liberties   of 
America. 
The  Congfefs  of  the  United   States, 
in    teftimOny  of  his  virtues,  and  their  gratitude,, 
have  caufed1  this  monument   to  be  erefted. 

That  the  eldeft  fon  of  general  Warren,  and  the  youngeft 
fon  of  general  Mercer,  be  educated  from  this  time  at  the 
expence  of  the    United    States. 

Refofoed,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed 
officers  m  tUc  regiment  commanded  by  colonel   Hazen. 

MhrttheAv 
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"Mathew  M'Connel,  Robert  Burns,  John  Carlifle,  Benjamin 
Chambers,  James  ;Rodolph  Reid,  William  l'opham,  John 
Thompfon  and  James  Heron,  captains. 

—  Duncan,  William  Erflcine,  Michael  Gilbert,  John 
Hughes,  Reuben  Taylor,  Samuel  Alexander,  Thomas  Hiey 
and    Robert  Campbell,  firft  lieutenants. 

John  Gibfojn,  Michael  Montgomery,  -James  Stedman, 
Alexander  Teas,  William  M'Michael,  James  Anderfon, 
Rebert  Craig  and  William  Stewart,  fecond  lieutenants.  James 
Thompfon,    quarter-mafter. 

Refoked,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  not  to  call  into  the  field  fuch 
part  .of  their  militia,  not  exceeding  forty,  as  are  necefTarily 
employed  in  the  fait  works  now  erecting  .in  their  (late  by  the 
government  of  Pennfylvaniav  provided  it  be  not  inconfiftenfr 
with  the  laws  of  that  date. 

A  letter  of  the  fifth  from  general  Wafhington,with  a  letter 
and  papers  inclofed  from  the  chevalier  d'Preudhomme  deBorre, 
alfo  a  letter  of  the  2d  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  ..were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Waflfington  with 
the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications.  - 

That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

CcngreCs  tefumed -the.  confederation  -of  the  report  onihe 
hofpital  ;  whereupon  t 

Re/ohed,  That  in  time  of  a&ionandon  any  other  emergency, 
when  the  regimental  furgeons  are  not  fufficient  in  number  to 
attend  properly  to  thefick  and  wounded,  that  cannot  /be  r€f 
moved  to  the  hofpitals,  the  director  or  deputy  director  general 
of. the  diftridt  be  empowered  and  required,  upon  the  requefb  of 
the  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of  the  army,  to  fend  from 
the  hofpitals  under  his  care  <to  the  affiftance .  of  fuch  fick  or 
avounded,  as  many  phyficians  and  furgeons  as.  can  pofiibly  be 
fpared  from  the  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the  hofpitals.   ., 

That  the  dire«?cor,  deputy  directors  general,  affiftant  deputy 
directors,  phyficians  and  furgeons  general,  be,  and  they  aro 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  employ  fuch  parts  of  their 
time,  as  may  conveniently  be  fpared  from  the  duties  before 
pointed  oat  to  them,  in  vifiting  and  prescribing  for  the  fick 
,and  wounded  of  the  hofpitals  under  their  care. 

That-the  eftablifhment  of  the  medical  department  be  as  follows, 
Director  general,  -  6   dollars  a  day  &  o  rations. 

Deputy  director  general        -       5  do.  -  6  do. 

Affiftant  deputy  director,      -        g   do.      .      -  6  do. 

Phyfician  general  audi  ,  c    1 

c         „  1        .     h        -        C  do.  -  0  do. 

burgeon  general  eacn,  J  3 

Phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of  the  army,  5  dol.     6  do. 

M  z  Saaior 


4  dollars, 

6  rations. 

2  do. 

4  do. 

i    1*3  do. 

2  do. 

3  do- 

6  do* 

I  1-3  do. 

2  c'o. 

2  do. 

4  do. 

3  do. 

4  do. 

2-3  do. 

1  do. 

1  do. 

2  do. 

1-2  do. 

I  do. 

!$do. 

1  do. 

1  do. 

I  do. 

2  do. 

4  do. 

1  1-3  do. 

2  do. 
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Senior  furgeons  each, 

Second  furgeons  each, 

Surgeons  mates  each, 

Apothecaries  general  each, 

Ditto  mates  each, 

Coin  miliary, 

Clerk  who  is  to  be  paymafter, 

A fliftant  clerks  each, 

Stewards  each, 

Matron,         4 

Nurfes  each, 

Stabler  -  ■ 

Kcgimental  furgeon6, 

"Pitto  mates  each, 

Adjourned  to  10  clock  to-morrow. 

W  E  18  £  S  D  AY,      April  9,    I777. 

A  letter  ofthe  8th  from  general  Putnamat  Princeton,  wasread. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  ofthe  faid  letter  be  delivered  by  the  de- 
legates of  Pennfylvania,  to  theexecutive  council  ofthe  faid  ftate 

Ordered,  That  1 300  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Ervin, 
waggon  mafter  general,  for  the  public  fervice,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  certificate  from  Artemas  Ward,  refpecting  JofephWard, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Weft* 
moreiand,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved%  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider what  fteps  are  proper  to  be  immediately  takes  by  Con- 
grefs, and  recommended  to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  op- 
pofingthe  enemy,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  penetrate  through 
New-Jerfey,  or  to  attack  Philadelphia. 

That  the  fa>d  committee  be  inftrticted  to  confer  on  thefe 
fubjefts  with  the  executive  power  ofthe  ftate  of  Pennfylvania 
and  with  the  general  officers  now  in  Philadelphia. 

The  members  chofeB,  Mr.  Wiifon,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Sundry  perfons  being  nominated  for  the  office  of  commif- 
iary  general  of  mufters. 

Refolved,  That  the  election  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow . 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  nominating  gen- 
tlemen for  the  offices  of  director  and  deputy  directors  gene- 
ral, phyficians  general  and  furgeons  general  of  the  military 
hofpital,  and  of  phyficians  and  furgeons  general  ofthe  refpec- 
tivg  armies,  and  that  the  election  be  on  the  day  following. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  commiflary  general  of  military  (tores,  be 
directed  immediately  to  furnilh  as  many  rifles,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thoufand,  to  be  fent  to  fort  Pitt,  as  he  can  procure, 
and  that  the  quarter  mafter  general  furnilh  fuch  things  as  are 
in  his  department,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  Rationed  at  Pittf- 
burg,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvaaia,  a- 
greeable  to  a  lilt  furnifhed  by  col,  George   Morgan. 

That  an  experienced  officer  be  fent  to  fort  Pitt  to  take  the 
command  on  the  frontiers  aforefaid,  and  to  embody  fuch  of 
the  militia,  not  exceeding  one  thoufand,  there,  as  he  (hall 
think  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 

That  the  two  hundred  men  directed  by  Congrefs  to  be 
raifed  by  a  refolution  on  the  8th  January  laft,  fhall  not  be 
called  to  any  other  lervice,  without  their  confent,  than  that 
exprefTed  in  the  faid  refolution. 

That  one  ton  of  lead  be  fent  to  Pittlburg  from  Philadelphia, 
That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  defired  to  fend  four  tons 
ef  lead  from  that  ftate  to  Pittfburg. 

Refolved,  That  Jacob  Baur  be  appointed  a  captain,  and 
Lawrence  Meyer  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  corps  commanded 
by  major  Ottendorf. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of 
the  fiates  to  furnifh  the  commiffary  general  of  military  ftores, 
with  all  fuch  articles  as  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
at  a  reafonable  price  ;  and  that  the  feveral  legiflatures  or  ex- 
ecutive powers  of  the  ftates,  be  defired  to  exempt  from  mili- 
tary duty  all  perfons  in  the  militia,  who  are  or  fhall  be  em- 
ployed in  calling  fhot,  and  manufacturing  military  ilores  of 
every  fpecies,  while  fuch  perfons  fhall  be  employed  in  the  faid 
fervice. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 
**  That  there  is  due  toChriltopher  Ludwig,  for  maintain- 
ing Heffian  prifoners,  and  for  cafh  paid  to  feveral  Hcflian  dc- 
ferters  who  brought  in   their  arms,    123.84  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be   paid. 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken into  confideration,  whereupon   Congrefs  came     to    the 
following  refolution. 

To  remedy  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  payment 
of  money  by  feveral  paymalters  in  the  fame  department. 

Refolved,  That  the  paymafterand  deputy  paymasters  gene- 
ral, be  directed  forthwith  to  confult  the  commanders  in  chief 
of  their  refpeclive  dhtricts,  and  appoint  deputies  to  repair  to 
fuch  pofts  and  places  of  rendezvous,  and  aufvver  the  draught.-; 
of  fuch  officers  Rationed  thereat,  as  the  faid  commanders  in 
chief  fhall  refpectively  direct  ;  that  the  deputies  be  ifupplied 
with  money  by  the  refpcclive  payraalkr  and  deputy  paymaf- 

tc;s 
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ters  general,  and  account  with  them  therefor,  and  that  all  #- 
ther  payrnafters  of  the  army  ceafe  to  act  at  the  pods  and  pla- 
ces provided  with  deputies  as  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  James  Meafe,  and  Mr.  Richard  Dal- 
lam, be  directed  forthwith  to  prepare  and  render  to  the  com- 
mimoners  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  in  the  ftates 
of  New- York  and  New-Jcrfey,  their  refpec/tive  accounts  for 
monies  advanced  to  them  by  the  United  States,  excepting 
only  the  fums  received  by  the  former  as  clothier  .general  of 
the  army  4  and  the  commiffioners  ar-e  -directed  to  attend 
without  delay  to  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts, 

That  the  commifiioners  to  be  appointed  to  examine  fuck 
claims  againft  the  United  States  as  may  bepre-fented  to  Con- 
grefs  for  payment,  wheu  a  neceflary  attention  to  their  other 
duties  will  admit  thereof,  fhall  adjuft  the  accounts  of  anr 
public  bodies,  perfon  or  perfons  whatever,  to  whom  money 
has  been  advanced  by  the  United  States,  which  may  be  re- 
ferred to  them  by  Congrefs  or  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  feft  mentioned  commimon- 
crs  be  four  dollars  a  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  fell  to  the  delegates  of 
New.Jerfey,  a  quantity  of  fulphur  not  exceeding  iccclb.  if 
the  fame  can  be  fpared. 

Refolved,  That  Timothy  Hughes  be  appointed  a  captaha 
tn  colonel  Livjngfton's  regiment. 

Adjourned"  to  10  o'clock    to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  1-0,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Mimin  ;  a  petition  from 
Allen  M'Donnel,  a  prifoner  at  Reading  ;  a  petition  from 
Thomas  Lowry,  and  a  letter  of  the  7th  from  Jofeph  Bor- 
den, and  one  of  the  8th  from  Chriflian  Fcbiger,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Thomas  Lowry  be  refer- 
cd  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

That  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Borden,  efquire,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  they  return  a  box  of  cartrid- 
ges to  the  county  of  Burlington,  in  Jieu  of  the  box  belong- 
ing to  them,  which  was  expended  by  continental  troops. 

Refolved,  That  one  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieut. 
col.  Chriftian  Febiger,  for  the  ufe  of  bis  regiment  ;  he  to  ac- 
count with  the  paymafter  general,  when  the  hrfl  pay  roll  is 
made  up  for  the  iaid  regiment. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  forty  thoufand  dollars  be  drawa 
©n  the  commimoners  of  the  loan-office  for  the  flate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  favor  of  the  navy  board,  the  fa  id  boaid  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revife  and  amend  the  articles 
©f  war,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 
prdered't  To  lie  on  the  table.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  flcps  are  proper 
%o  be  immediately  taken  by  Congrefs, for  oppoiing  the  enemy, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  j 
whereupon- 

Refohed,  That  a  camp  be  immediately  formed  on  the  wef- 
tern  fide  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  continental  troops  now  in 
Philadelphia,  and  on  their  march  from  the  fouthward  and  weft- 
Ward,  (hall  be  ordered  to  repair  with  all  expedition. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive  Council 
©f  the  commonwealth  of  Peimfylvania,  to  put  not  lefs  than 
three  thoufand  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate  in  readinefs  to  march 
t©  the  camp  before  mentioned,  on-  the  fnorteft  notice. 

That  proper  officers  be  immediately  difpatched  to  inquire 
into  the  number  and  condition  of  the  troops  at  Annapolis, 
and  between  that  city  and  Philadelphia-,  and  to  haftea  the 
march  of  fuch  as  are  fit  for  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler,  be,  and-  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  carry  the  foregoing  refolutions  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  fent 
to  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  general  Washington  be  immediately  inform- 
ed, by  exprefs,  of  therefolves  now  agreed  on  ;  and  rhat  Con- 
grefs  mean  not,  by  forming  a  camp  on  the  weft-fideof  Delaware, 
to  delay  the  continental  troops,  or  to  prevent  their  joining 
the  army  under  his  command  as  fall  as  h?  fhall  think  proper  to 
order  them  ;  and  that  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  re- 
port, prepare  a  letter  to  the  general,  affigning  the  particular 
reafons  that  induced  Congrefs  to  come  into  thefe  refolutions* 
Refohed,  That  Mr.  James  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  to 
col.- Jofeph  Wood,  a  fura  fufneient  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to 
his  battalion,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  money  advanced,  and 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  paymafter  general,  to  be  produced, 
againft  him  oathe'fettlemeBt  of  his  accounts  of  his  battalion. 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration,  whereupoa 

Refohed,  That  general  Wamin-gtbn  be  directed  to  tranfmit 
to  the  boartl  of  war,  a  lift  of  his  appointments,  in  confequeuce 
of  the  powers  with  which  he  is  invefted  by  Congrefs,  together 
with  a  copy  ofallcommiffions  orginating'from  and  iffued  by  him* 
That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  feveral  departments, 
previous  to  the  difcharge  of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia 
reinforcing  the  army,  be  i-efpettively  directed  to  ifTue  their 
warrants  on  the  paymafter  or  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the 
amount  of  the  pay  due  to  the  fame;  and  when  the  military 
cheft  is  unfupplied;  thepay  matter  ordeputy  paymafter  general 
is  authorifed  to  draw  on  the  prefident  for  the  amount  of  fuc* 
warrants. 

Refohed)  That  brigadier  general  Hand  be,  and. he  is  hereby 
ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  fort  Pitt,  and  take  meafursf 
for  the  defence  of  the  weitern  frontiers,  agreeably  to  the  refa- 
ctions of  Congrefs  puffed  op  the  9th  inftant.  TUfahsij 
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Refolded,  That  the  commiiTary  general  of  mutters,  have  the 
rank  of  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  :  That  the 
deputy  muiter-mafters  general,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonels  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Congrcfs  proceeded  to  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken* 
TofephWard,efq;was  elected  commifTary  general  of  mutters', 
Richard  Varick  and  William  Bradford,  jun.   Were  elected 
deputy  mufter-maftcrs  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  the  other  two  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow.  , 

Adjourned  to  to  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    April  n,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  of  the 
St'ri  from  prefident  M'Kinley,  and  one  of  the  9th  from  gene- 
ral Putnam,  were,  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  fi;om  prefident  M'Kinley  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refohcd,  That  prefident  M'Kinley  be  reqtiefted,  with  the 
advice  of  his  council,  to  appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fupply 
with  provifions  the  company  to  be  Rationed  for  the  protection 
of.  Lewiftown  and  trie  neighbourhood.. 

A  letter  of  the  10th  from  general  Washington,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  inclofed,  refpecting  the  exchange  of  prifoners  ; 
and  a  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Vrecourt,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  refpecting  the  exchange  of  pri- 
foners be  published  ;  that  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de 
Vrecourt,  be  referred  to  thecommittee  on  foreign  applications, 
and  that  the  general's  letter  with  the  other  papers  be  refer«> 
red  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrels  proceeded  to  the  election'  of  the  two  remaining 
deputy  mufler-  mailers  general,   and  the  ballots  being  taken* 

William  Yates  and    George  Noarth  were  elected. 

Congrels  then  proceded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the 
hofpital  department,  and  the  ballot6  being  taken, 

Doctor  William  Shippen,  jim.  was  chofen  by  the  unani- 
mous ballot  of  the  thirteen  States,  director  general  of  all  the 
military    hofpitals  for  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Doctor  Walter  Joues,  phyfician  general  of  the  hofpital  in 
the  middle  department. 

Doctor  Benjamin  Rufli,  furgeon  general  of  the  hofpital  in 
the  middle  department. 

Doctor  John  Cochran,  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of 
the  army  in  the  middle  department. 

Doctor  Ifaac  Fofter,  deputy  director  general  of  the  hof^ 
pital  in  the  eatlern  department. 

Doctor  Ammi  Ruhamah  Cutter,  phyfician  general  of  the 
kofpital  in-  the  eaftevn  department. 

Doctor 
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Doctor  Philip  Turner,  furgeon  general  of  ditto. 

Doctor  William  Burnet,  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of 
the  army  in  the  eaftern  department. 

Doctor  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  director  general  of  the 
hofpital  in  the  northern  department. 

Doctor  Malachi  Treat,  phyfician  general  of  ditto. 

Doctor  Forgue,  furgeon  general  of  ditto. 

Doctor  John  Bartlett,  phyfician  and  furgeon  general  of  the 
army  in  the  northern  department. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  make 
diligent  enquiry  refpecting  the  truth  of  an  information  juft 
given  to  Congrefs,  of  a  quantity  of  provifions  being  laid  up 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  if  upon  enquiry  the  fame  be 
found  true,  to  take  effectual  meafures  in  conjunction  with  the 
board  of  war  of  Pennfylvania,  for  preventing  the  fame  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Clark. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  do£torJ.  Ramfey,  and  to  be  paid  to 
the  hoaorable  Jonathan  Elmer,  for  fundry  medicines  fuppli- 
ed the  New- Jerfey  troops,  24.42  dollars. 

To  doctor  James  Tilton,  for  fundry  medicines  fupplied  the 
battalion  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  26.60  dollars. 

To  dodlor  William  Currie,  for  fundry  medicines  fupplied 
the  5th,  or  colonel  Johnfton's  Penafylvania  battalion,  135.56 
dollars. 

To  John  Skinner,  for  fundry  provifions  fupplied  the  troops 
at  Cranberry  in  the  ftate  of  New- Jerfey,  and  for  his  gay  as 
afliftant  commiffary,  agreeable  to  his  account  as  fettled  by  Mr. 
Carpenter  Wharton,  deputy  comraifTary  general,  939.8  dol- 
lars ;  this  fum  being  exclulive  of  waggonage  and  other  char- 
ges to  be  fettled  in  the  quarter  matter  general's  department. 

To  William  Whipple,  efquire,  for  the  expence  of  con- 
veying 60,000  dollars  from  Philadelphia  to  the  ftate  of  NeW- 
Hampfhire,  69.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  ifTue  war- 
rants on  Mr.  Meafe,  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  due  to 
the  Maryland  militia,  that  ferved  in  the  array  during  the  win- 
ter campaign. 

The  board  of  war  brought  ia  a  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to coniideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  one  hundred  and  feventy-five  fire  arms,  ei- 
ther mufquets  or  rifles,  two  hundred  weight  of  powder,  eight 
hundred  weight  of  lead,  and  five  hundred  flints  be  fent  to 
the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  on  the  eaft  branch  of  Siifque- 
hannah  river,  to  the  care  of  colonel  Nathan  Dennifon,  to  be 
ufed  by  the  militia  there  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  town,  if 
necefiary  ;rthe  arms  to  be  returned  when  the  fervice  there  will 
admit  of  it.         Vol.  III.  W  Tkat 
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That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  quarter  matter  general  in  the 
northern  depart inent  be  raifed  to  60  dollars  a  month  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  extraordinary  trouble  that  attends  the  exe- 
cution of  the  office  in  that  department. 

That  the  pay  of  brigade  majors  in  the  continental  army, 
be  raifed  to  50  dollar ,  a  month. 

.That  the  pay  of  the  regimental  chaplains  in  the  conti- 
nental army  be  raifed  to  40  dollars  a  month. 

That  the  pay  of  the  judge  advocate  be  raifed  to  60  dol- 
lars a  month. 

That  colonel  Morgan  procure  as  much  of  the  provifion 
ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  laid  Up  at  fort  Pitt,  by  their  refo- 
lution  of  the  7th  of  January  laft,  as  general  Hand  fhall  think 
riecefTary. 

That  general  Hand  determine  the  number  and    kind   of 
cannon  neceffary  to  be  fent  to  fort  Pitt. 
That  three  tons  of  powder  be  fent  to  fort  Pitt  fromLancafter. 

That  colonel  Flower,  commiffary  general  of  military  itores 
be  empowered  to  purchafe  two  hundred  rifles  and  their  ac- 
coutrements, to  be  fent  to  fort  Pilt. 

That  general  Hand  have  difcretionary  power  as  to  the 
number  of  men  to  be  embodied  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, if  on  any  emergency,  he  fhall  think  a  greater  number 
than  one  tholiiand  UeeefTary. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  ccniideration  ;  whereupon 

Rtfohed,  That  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre,. 
have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  from  the  rirft  day  of  Decem- 
ber lad  ;  according  to  the  compact  made  between  him  and 
the  honorable  Silas  Deane,  efo^iire. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    April  12,  1777. 

Refohed,  That  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced 
to  doctor  William  Shippen,  director  general,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  hofpital  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  commodore    Hotham,   on   board 
the  Roebuck,  in  old  rioarkil  Road,  directed  to    R.  Morris* 
efquire>  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 
Ordered)  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee; 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three,  be  appointed  to  de- 
vife  ways  and  means  of  aiding  the  recruiting  iervice,  and  pre- 
venting abufes  therein. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr,  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.Lee.. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiflioners,  to 
examine  fuch  claims  againft  the  United  States,  as  may  be 
prefented  lo  Congrefs  for  payment ;  and  the  ballots  being  ta- 
£en,  l°ha 
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John  Benczct,  Pvobert  Ritchie,  and  Thomas  Fitzfimons, 
were  elected. 

Refolded,  That  the  furgcons  general  and  phyficianr.  general 
of  the  hofpitals,  mail  each  of  them  regulate  the  practice  of 
both  phyfic  and  forgery,  and  do  the  duty  of  phyfician  and  fur-' 
geon  general  in  the  hofpitals  refpectively  committed  to  their 
charge,  and  that  the  director  and  deputy  directors  general  take 
proper  care  to  keep  the  hck  and  wounded  in  feparate  depart* 
ments. 

A  memorial  from,  Robert  Levers  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Mi\  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  to  Robert 
Levers,  paymafter  of  the  12th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the 
fum  of  2453  57  dollars  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  his 
account,  and  his  receipt  tranfmiited  to  R.  Dallam,  efquire, 
that  he  may  accsuait  for  the  fame  at  the  fetilement  of  liis  ac- 
counts. 

The  committee  on  the  pod-office  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  poll -mailer  general  be  authorifed  to 
make  an  additional  allowance  to  the  deputy  poft-mafters,  of 
any  fum  not  exceeding  2CO  dollars  per  annum,  when  he  fuall 
find  the  fame  to  be  abfolutely  ueceffary. 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  poft-mafter  general, 
he    to  be   accountable. 

Refohed,  That  five  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  for  erect- 
ing the  monument  to  general  Warren,  and  the  like  fum  for 
erecting  the  monument  to  general    Mercer. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers 
ox  Mafiachufetts  Bay  and  Virginia,  to  take  the  molt  effectual 
meafures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refohitions  of  Con- 
giefs,  paffed  the  8  th  inftant,  refpedting  generals  Warren 
and  Mercer. 

Refohed,  That  the  comnriffioners  for  examining  claims 
againlt  the  United  States,  (hall  take  an  oath  of  office  and 
fidelity  to  the  United  States,  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  pre- 
fident,  and  a  certificate  thereof  filed  in  the  treafury,  previous 
to   their  entering   upon  the  duty   of  their  appointments. 

A  memorial  from  major  Romand  de  Lifle  j  a  memorial 
from  Monfieur  Imbert,  and  one  from  Monfieur  de  Bordes, 
were  read  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  64  dollars  be  advanced  to  each 
of  the  memorialifts,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  their  pafiage 
to  St.  Domingo. 

Refohed,  That  the  count  de  Vrecourt  be  appointed  an 
engineer  in  the  ferviceof  the  United  States,  with  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  colonel, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  departments  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted. 
The  committee  appointed   to  devife  means  for  introducing 
better  difcipline  in  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
Tead.  N  2  The 
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The  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  which  a&ed 
during  the  time  Congrefs  fat  at  Baltimore,  produced  a  ftate  of 
their  accounts  and  expenditures,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  the  letters 
and  papers  received,and  of  thofe  written  by  them  ;  whereupon 

Ordered)  That  the  accounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury,  and  that  the  other  papers  be  lodged  in  the  fecretary's 
office. 

The  committee  of  appeals  having  reported  that  they  have 
heard  the  appeal  entered  on  the  part  of  Jonathan  Kurnel,  and 
Others,  owners  or  claimants  of  the  brigantine  Sherburne,  &c 
from  theverdift  feund,  and  fentence  of  condemnation  pafTtd 
in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
(bate  of  Pennfylvania,  againfl  the  faid  brigantine, fully  argued, 
and  proceeded  to  give  judgment  thereupon,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  faid  committee,  to  wit,  James  Wilfon,  Jonathan  IX 
Sergeant,  John  Adams,  Roger  Sherman,  Thomas  Burke  and 
William  Ellery,  being  delivered,  the  faid  committee  was 
equally  divided, by  reafon  whereof  no  judgment  could  be  given. 

Whereupon,  in  order  that  no  failure  of  juftice  may  enfue  ; 

Refolved)  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  re- 
hear and  determine    the  faid  appeal. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Rum  fey. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday, 

Monday,    ^pril  14,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Putnam  ;  one  of  the 
1 2th  from  H.  Fifher,  at  Lew  Mown  ;  and  one  of  the  2d  from 
brigadier  A.  Wayne,  at  Ticonderoga,  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  Wayne,  with  the 
papjers  inclofed,  be  referred  to   the  boapd  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  one  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
Samuel  Kearfly,  to  enable  him  to  raifc  the  company  to  which 
he  is  appointed  by  general  Washington. 

Refolved,  That  the  company  appointed  to  be  raifed  under 
the  command  of  captain  Samuel  Morehead,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontier  inhabitants  and  public  (lores,  at  and  near  the 
Kittaning,  mail  not  be  called  to  any  other  fervice  without 
their  confent. 

Refolved,  That  Charles,  Seitz  be  appointed  adjutant  to  the 
corps  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf,  in  the  room  of  Bar- 
tholomew van  Herr,  appointed   in  the  artillery. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  means  for  aiding  the 
recruiting  fervice,  and  preventing  abufes  therein,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  read  and  confide)  ed ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of 
each  of  the  United  States,  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  offi- 
cers 
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cers  on  the  recruiting  fervice  within  their  refpective  ftates  ;  to  re- 
move fuch  as  belong  to  the  battalions  of  their  refpective  quotas, 
who  have  neglected  their  duty,  or  abufed  the  truft  repofed  in 
them,  and  fhall  be  found  within  their  refpeclive  jurifdiction  ;  and 
to  fill  up  all  vacancies  which  may  happen  by  fuch  removals  ;  to 
tranfmit  to  Congrefs  all  fuch  teftimony  as  fhall  be  taken  againft 
any  officer  or  officers,  who  may  have  marched  or  removed  from 
the  ftate  to  vvhofe  battalions  he  or  they  belong,  and  againft  any 
officer  or  officers  belonging  to  the  quota  of  another  ftate,  who 
may  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  or  mifbehavour  in  the  ftate  where 
the  inquiry  fhall  be  made. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  executive  powers  to  pro-» 
cure  exact  returns  of  the  continental  troops  in  each,  and  tranf- 
mit the  fame  to  Congrefs  without  delay.  And  all  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  continental  army,  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the 
ftricteft  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  executive  powers  of  the  fe- 
veral  ftates  touching  the  aforefaid  premifes. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifiatures  of  each 
of  the  United  States,  to  enact  laws  exempting  from  actual  fer-. 
▼ice  any  two  of  the  militia,  who  fhall  within  the  time  limited 
by  fuch  laws,  furnifli  one  able  bodied  recruit  to  ferve  in  any  bat- 
talion of  the  continental  army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or 
during  the  prefent  war  :  fuch  exemption  to  continue  during  the 
term  for  which  the  recruit  fhall  inlift,  every  fuch  recruit  to  be 
intitled  to  the  continental  bounty  and  other  allowances. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifiatures  aforefaid  reflective- 
ly, to  enact  laws  compelling  all  fuch  perfonsas  are  by  laws  ex- 
empted from  bearing  arms  or  performing  militia  duties,  other 
than  fueh  as  are  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolve,  to  furnifh 
fuch  a  number  of  able  bodied  foldiers,  as  the  faid  legifiatures 
yefpectively  fhall  deem  a  proper  equivalent  for  fuch  exemptions  ; 
fuch  foldiers  to  be  intitled  to  the  continental  bounty  and  other 
allowances,  over  and  above  fuch  gratuities  as  they  may  receive 
from  thofe  who  procure  them  to  inlift. 

Alfo  to  permit  the  inliPang  of  fervants  and  apprentices,  and 
to  prohibit  the  imprifoning,  orothcrwife  reftraining  the  perfons 
of  foldiers  in  the  continental  fervice,  for  any  debt  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  the  greateft  moment  to  the  caufe  of  A- 
merican  freedom,  that  an  army  of  confiderable  ftrength  take 
the  field  early  in   the  enfuing  campaign  ; 

Refohed,  That  if  the  feveral  quotas  of  the  ftates  cannot  be 
furnifhed  by  the  means  recommended  in  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions,  or  any  other  means  by  the  faid  legifiatures  devifed,  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  May  next,  it  is  recommended  to  each  ftate 
to  caufe  indifcriminate  draughts  to  be  made  from  their  refpec- 
tive  militia. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  legifiatures  to  apply  all  the 
means  by  thel'e  refolutions  recommended,  in  the  manner   which 

they 
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they  fhall  judge  moft  effectual  for  Speedily  compleating  the,  ar- 
my; and  in  cafe  they  fhall  prove  unfucceSsful,  that  they  caufe 
the  draughts  aforefaid  to  be  made. 

Refolved,  That  the  executive  power  of  each  ft  ate,  be  authortfed 
and  empowered  to  order  fuch  officers  as  they  fhall  judge  proper 
from  the  refpective  battalions  and  companies  of  their  refpec- 
tive quotas,  to  remain  within  the  flate  for  the  purpofe  of  aiding 
in  inlifting  and  collecting  the  recruits,  which  may  be  furnifhed 
under  the  above  recommended  regulations,  and  to  convey  the 
fame  to  the  battalions  and  companies  to  which  they  belong  ; 
fuch  officers  to  be  under  the  direction  of  fuch  executive  powers 
refpectively. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  of 
Pennfylvania,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  confider- 
ed  ;  whereupon  Congreis  came  to  the  following    refolutions  ; 

Whereas  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  is  threatened  with  an  im- 
mediate invafion,  and  from  the  adjournment  of  the  legislative 
and  executive  authority  of  the  commonwealth,  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  carry  into  immediate  execution  many  ir.eafures  of  the  ut- 
jnoft  importance,  not  only  to  the  fafety  of  the  faid  common- 
wealth, but  likewife  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  ; 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  Congrefs  to 
watch  over  all  matters,  the  neglect  of  which,  may,  in  its  con- 
fequences,  deeply  affect  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  till 
fuch  time  as  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennfylvania  can  refume  the  exercife  of  their 
different  functions. 

Refolved,  That  his  excellency  the  prefident  of  the  fupreme 
executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  be  re- 
quefted  forthwith  to  convene  the  legislative  and  executive  au- 
thorities of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  order  that  proper  mea- 
fures  may  be  purfued  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  and  fuch 
other  members  of  the  faid  council  as  can  be  convened,  with  the 
board  of  war  for  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  with  the  delegates 
of  the  faid  flate  in  Congrefs,  concerning  the  mode  of  authority 
which  they  fhall  conceive  moft  eligible  to  be  exorcifed  during 
the  recefs  of  the  houfe  of  affembly  and  the  council,  in  order  that 
the  fame,  if  approved  by  Congrefs,  may  be  immediately  adopted. 
■  The  member  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Jjuer,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.   Lee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revife  and  amend  the  articles 
of  war,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  hereof  the  fe- 
cond  article  of  the  Sthfection,  thefirll  articleofthe  llthfection, 
the  eighth  article  of  the  14th  Section,  and  the  fecond  article  of 
the  18th  lection,  of  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  belter  govern- 
ment 
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mentofthe  troops  laifed,  or  to  he  raifed,  and  kept  in  pay,  by 
and  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  patted  in 
Congrefs  the  20th  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix,  fhall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  ; 
and  that  the  four  following  articles  be  fubftituted  in  the  place 
and  ftead  thereof. 

Article  1.  All  officers  and  foldiers  (hall  have  full  liberty  t® 
bring  into  any  of  the  forts  or  garrifons  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  any  quantity  of  eatable  provifions  except  where  any 
contracts  are,  or  mail  be  entered  into  by  Congrefs,  or  by  their 
orders  for  furnifhing  fuch  provifions,  and  with  refpect,  only  to 
the  fpeeies  of  provifions  fo  contracted  for. 

Articles.  If  any  officer  fhall  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged 
by  his  colonel,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and 
fhall  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  re- 
dreffed,  he  may  complain  to  the  continental  general  command- 
ing in  the  ftate  where  fuch  regiment  fhall  be  ftationed,  in  order  to 
obtain  juftice  ;  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine  into  the  faid 
complaint,  and  take  proper  meafures  for  redreffing  the  wrong 
complained  of,  and  tranfmit  as  foon  as  poffible  to  Congrefs  a 
true  Hate  of  fuch  complaint,  with  the  proceedings  had  thereon. 

Article  3.  No  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial  fhall  be  put 
in  execution,  till  after  a  report  fhall  be  made  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings to  Congrefs,  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  continental 
general  commanding  in  the  ftate,  where  fuch  a  general  court- 
martial  (hall  be  held,  and  their  or  his  orders  be  iffued  for  carry- 
ing fuch  fentence  into  execution. 

Article  4.  The  continental  general,  commanding  in  either  of 
the  American  ftates  for  the  time  being,  fhall  have  full  power  of 
appointing  general  courts-martial  to  beheld,  and  of  pardoning 
or  mitigating  any  of  the  punifhments  ordered  to  be  inflicted  for 
any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  afore  mentioned  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  troops ;  except  the 
pilnifhment  of  offenders  under  fentence  of  death  by  a  general 
court-martial,  which  he  may  order  to  be  fufpended  until  the 
pleafure  o£  Congrefs  can  be  known,  which  fufpenfion  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial,  the  faid  general  fhall  im- 
mediately tranfmit  to  Congrefs  for  their  determination.  And 
every  offender  convicted  by  any  regimental  court-martial,  may 
be  pardoned  or  have  his  puniihment  mitigated  by  the  colonel  of 
officer  commanding  the  regiment. 

Refofaed,  That  the  refolution  paffed  the  27th  of  December 
Taft,  for  erecting  a  magazine  and  laboratory  in  the  town  of  Brook  - 
field,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be  repealed  ;  and  that 
inftead  thereof,  a  magazine  fufficient  to  contain  ten  thoufand 
'ftand  of  arras,'  and  two  hundred  tons  of  gunpowder,  and  a 
laboratory  adjacent  thereto,  be  erected  in  Springfield,  in  the  faii 
ftate.  Refohsdi 
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Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
what  reward  it  will  be  proper  to  offer  for  deftroying  or  taking 
the  enemy's  mips  of  war  and  tranfports. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr,  Roberdeau,  and 
Mr.  Wilfoh. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  mode  heretofore  obferved  by  officers  in  making  up  their 
pay  rolls,  and  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  preventing  any  abufes 
therein. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr. 
Rumfey. 

A  memorial  from  James  Caldwell,    was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boa--d  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
commifTaries,   reported  ; 

'*  That  they  have  made  the  inquiry  directed  as  far  as  time 
and  opportunity  would  admit  ;  and  find  that  the  conduct  of  fe- 
veral  employed  in  that  department  is  very  exceptionable,  dis- 
covering either  a  want  of  ability  or  integrity  in  discharging  their 
truft,  by  which  means  the  public  will  probably  fuffer  great  lofs, 
and  the  fame  extravagance  and  diflipation  of  public  money  con- 
tinue, while  fuch  numbers  of  disqualified  perfons  are  continued 
in  that  employ,  who  regardlefs  of  the  general  good,  are  raifing 
theprices  of  the  articles  they  purchafe  by  bidding  upon  each 
other,  under  an  idea  of  reoeiving  commiffions  or  compenfations 
proportioned  to  the  fums  they  expend."  Whereupon 

Refohed^  That  for  preventing  the  like  impofitions  for  the  fu- 
ture, commifTaries  be  commiffioned  by  Congrefs  in  different 
diftridYs  under  proper  regulations,  in  which  their  duty  fhall  be 
clearly  afcertained. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing 
report,  be  directed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  draught  of  regula- 
tions for  the  purpofes  before  mentioned. 

Ordered,  1  hat  Mr.  Clark  have  leave  of  abfence  to  vifit  his 
family. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  15,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  12th  from  General  Washington  ;  one  of  this 
Jay  from  colonel  Baron  d'Arendt ;  one  of  the  21ft  ot  March 
from  four  officers  of  the  Britifh  navy  in  Worcefter  jail ;  one  of 
the  4th  from  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  ftates  ®f  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  purpofe  of  regulating,  the  price  of  labour,  manu- 
factures, and  internal  produce  within  thofe  ftates,  &c.  with  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings  i  alfo  a  letter  fromCh.  Adrian  Fon- 
taine, were  read. 

Orderedt 
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Ordered,  That    70,000   dollars   be    advanced  to  Carpenter 
Wharton,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

■  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  prefident  and 
members  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennfylvania,  the  board  of  war  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  the  de- 
legates reprefenting  the  fame  in  Congrefs,  concerning  the  autho- 
rity to  be  exercifed  during  the  recefs  of  the  council  and  Affcm- 
bly,  reported,  *'  That  they  have  had  a  conference  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  Congrefs,  and  that  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  mem- 
bers in  conference,  that  the  executive  authority  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania  is  incapable  of  any  exertion  adequate  to 
the  prefent  crifis  ;  and  that  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  that 
every  power  mould  be  called  forth  into  action  which  may  con- 
duce to  the  fafety  of  this  ftate,  with  which  the  liberties  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  whole  are  fo  intimately  connected  ;  from  this  con- 
sideration, and  at  the  particular  inftance  and  requeft  of  the  pre- 
fident of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  and  the  board  of  war 
of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  the 
following  refolutions  to  be  adopted  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  together  with  as  many  members 
of  the  faid  council  as  can  be  convened,  the  board  of  war,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  as  relates  to  the  marine,  the  navy  board  of  the 
faid  ftate,  (hould  in  the  prefent  critical  exigency  of  affairs  exer- 
cife  every  authority  to  promote  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  till  fuch 
time  as  the  legiflative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  common- 
wealth can  be  convened  : 

That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earneftly  recommended  by  Con- 
grefs to  the  good  people  of  Pennfylvania,  cheerfully  to  fubmit 
to  the  exertion  of  an  authority  which  is  indifpenfably  effential 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  them- 
felves,  their  families  and  pofterity  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  continental  forces  in  this 
city  afford  every  poflible  affiftance  in  carrying  into  execution  all 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  recommended  to  him  by  the  authority- 
above  mentioned  : 

That  Congrefs  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  the  authority 
above  mentioned,  in  facilitating  every  meafure  which  may  be 
deemed  conducive  to  the  fafety  of  the  ftate."   Whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  concur  with  the  committee,  and 
agrse  to  the  refolutions  propofed. 

Ordered,  That  7 165  dollars  be  advanced  by  James  Meafe  to 
Richard  Stevens,  efq  ;  paymafter  of  the  10th  Virginia  batta- 
lion, commanded  by  colonel  Edward  Stevens,  for  the  purpofe 
of  paying  the  faid  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  colonel  the 
•hevalier  de  Vrecourt. 

Vol.  III.  O  Refohed, 
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Refohed,  That  Monfieur  du  Plefiis  be  recommended  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  to  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  artillery. 

Refohed,  That  an  allowance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  a  month  be  made  to  brigadier  general  Robert  Howe,  to 
commence  at  the  time  he  was  left  by  major  general  Lee  to  com- 
mand in  South -Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  the  Said  allowance  being 
confidered  as  neceffary  to  defray  the  expences  of  his  table  while 
he  commands  there,  and  to  continue  fo  long  as  he  fhall  be  in 
fuch  command  ;  and  that  the  faid  allowance  be  made  to  any 
officer  of  equal  rank  who  fliall  hereafter  fucceed  to  the  faid  com- 
mand in  that  department. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier  Hand,, 
to  erecl  fuch  works  at  Pittfburg  as  he  fhall  think  neceffary,  and 
towards  contingent  expences  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed)  That  brigadier  general  Lewis's  rcfignation  be  ac- 
cepted. 

A  petition  from  Walter  Drummond  was  read  ; 
Orderfd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Lreafury. 
Whereas  the  continental  battalions  are  all  on  a  footing,  lia- 
ble to  the  fame  kind  of  fervices,  and  intitled  to  equal  privileges  ; 
Refohed,  That  the  appellations,  "  Congrefs  s  own  regiment,"' 
"  general  Wafhington's  life  guards,"  &c.  given  to  fome  of  them, 
are  improper  and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up  j  and  the  officers  of 
the  faid  battalions  are  required  to  take  notice  hereof,   and  to 
conform    themfelves   accordingly. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,. 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    Sipril  16,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  from 
him  of  the  fame  date,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  write  to 
him,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Lift  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler,  who  is 
directed  to  carry  into  execution  the  meafnres  therein  recommended 

Sundry  letters  being  intercepted  by  the  Pennfylvania  beard 
of  war,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  snd  read  ;  whereupon  Con- 
grefs cameto  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congrefs  from  the  letters  intercepted 
by  the  Pennfylvania  board  of  war,  that  certain  perfons  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  America  have  invited  the  enemy  to  attempt  a 
furprize  on  this  city,  in  order  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
ftores  and  provifions  now  in  it  ;  and  whereas  it  is  apprehended 
that  the  executive  authority  at  prefent  exercifed  in  the  Hate  of 
Pennfylvania,  will  be  fo  occupied  with  matters  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  Safety  of  the  Hate,  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend, 
to  the  removal  of  the  faid  ftores  and  provifions  in  due  time  ; 
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Refohtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  prefident  and  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  authority  of  this  ftate,  to  rcqueft  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  continental  forces  in  this  city  to  take  the 
mod  effectual  means  that  all  provifions  and  every  •other  article, 
which  by  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  may  aid  them  in 
their  operations  of  war  againit  the  United  States,  or  the  lofs  of 
which  might  diftrefs  the  continental  army,  be  immediately  re- 
moved to  fucb  places  as  he  fhall  deem  moll  convenient  and  fecure. 

An  appeal  being  this  day  delivered  to  the  fecretary  from  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  held  at  Plymouth,  in  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnftable, 
Briftol,  Nantucket  and  Duke's  county,  oh  a  libel  againft  the 
fchooner  Induftry,  Charles  Coffin,  mailer,  which  appeal  was 
made  in  the  court  sforefaid  on  the  23d  day  of  October,  1776, 
the  judgment  of  Qongrefs  was  taken,  whether  the  fame  fliould 
be  received  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  appeal  be  received  aiid  referred  to  the 
committee  on  appeals. 

The  houfe  being  moved  to  pafs  a  refolution  ; 

Refolded,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr,  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  and  Mr.    Witherfpoon. 

(Ordered,  That  2 1 33  1-3  dollars  be  advanced  to  Samuel 
Wheeler,  on  account  of  Iron  field  pieces  he  has  contracted  to 
make  for  the  continent  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monfieur  du 
Pleffis ;  he  to  be  acconntable;. 

Refohedy  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  order  of  brigadier  general  Hand,  two  hundred  bufnels  of 
fait  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  on  the  weft  era  frontiers. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  afTembly  of 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations,  to  col- 
lect, with  the  utmoiLuifpateh,  the  whole  force  thereof, and  there- 
with, aided  by  fuch  parts  of  the  militia  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
and  Connecticut  as  are  contiguous  to  the  faid  ftate,  to  attack 
and  deftroy  the  enemy  on  the  ifland  of  Rhode-Ifland  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
ftates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  give  every  af- 
fiftance  in  their  power  by  calling  out  the  militia  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  towns,  which  lie  next  to  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
to  promote  and  execute  this  important  fervice. 

Refvived,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint 
fuch  general  officer  as  he  fhall  judge  proper  to  carry  the  forego- 
ing refolution  into  effect. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  fent  by 
exprefsto  general  Wafhingion, and  thethreeNew-Englaod  ftates. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  divers  ill  affected  perfons  hare  in 

contemplation  to  deftroy  the  ferry  boats  on  Kudfon's  river  above 

©  2  Saratoga, 


i4a  JOURNALS  OFCONGRESS. 

Saratoga,  at  the  time  the  enemy's  army  arrives  from  Canada*  in 
order  to  obftruft  the  movements  of  the  American  troops  and  to 
diftrefs  them  ; 

Refohed,  That  general  Gates  be  informed  of  this  by  exprefs, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  take  timely  and  effectual  meafures  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  this  pernicious  project. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  on  the  quarter  mailer's  department 
be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer 
with  general  Schuyler  on  the  fubject. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  regulating  the 
mode  of  receiving  applications  to  Congrefs,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed  ; 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Jpril  17,  1777. 
Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  impawered  and  directed 
to  draw  warrants  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  thePenn- 
fylvania  and  Delaware  militia,  as  well  as  to  the  Maryland  mi- 
litia, who  were  called  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent  during 
the  courfe  of  laft  winter. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  means  of  introducing  better  difcipline  in  the  army,  and 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  two  members  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.    Gerry  and  Mr.  Duer. 
Refohed,  That  the  ftile  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpon- 
ence  be  altered,  and  that  for  the  future  it  be  ftiledthe  commit- 
tee of  foreign  affairs  : 

That  a  fecretary  be  appointed  to  the  faid  committee  with  a 
falary  of  feventy  dollars  a  month  : 

That  the  faid  fecretary,  previous  to  his  entering  on  his  office, 
take  an  oath  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  prefident,  "  well  and 
faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  in  him  according  to  his 
beft  (kill  and  judgment,  and  to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge 
of  which  fhall  be  acquired  in  confequence  of  fuch  his  office,  that 
he  fhall  be  directed  to  keep  fecret,"  alfo  the  oath  prefcribed 
for  officers  of  the  army  and  paffed  the  2 1  It  day  of  October, 
1776,  and  that  a  certificate  thereof  be  given  by  the  prefident 
and  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ths  faid  fecretary,  and" 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Thomas  Paine  was  elected. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported, 
That  there  is  due  to  doctor  William  Smith,  continental  drug- 
gift,  for  fundry  medicines  pnrchafed  by  him  for  public  ufe  2830. 
30  dollars,  and  for  fundry  medicines  fupplied  by  him  foi  the  ufe 
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ef  the  brig  Lexington-,  1  g  1.38  dollars,  both  fums  making  -925. 
28  dollars. 

To  do£lor  William  Currie,  for  fundry  medicines  fupplied  .the 
iick  of"  the  4th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  99.66  dollars. 

To  T.  Batell,  for  the  maintenance  of  lieutenant  Ball,  a  Bri- 
tifli  prifoner,  24.55  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which  a  warrant 
mould  be  drawn  on  the  commiflioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the 
ftate  of  Delaware. 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and 
paid  to  John  M'Kinley,  efquire,  prefident  of  the  faid  ftate,  the 
Aim  of  1  500  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  a  guard  ordered  by  Congrefs 
to  be  placed  atLewiftown,  &c.  and  that  the  fame  be  drawn  for 
on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  faid  ftate. 

Ordered,   That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  ofMaryland, 
that  there  is  imminent  danger  of  au  infurretlion  in  the  counties 
ofSurnmerfet  and  Worceiler,  and  that  the  infurgents  may  be 
joined  by  difaffe&ed  perfons  in  the  county  of  Suffex  in  the  ftate 
of  Delaware  ,  and  application  being  made  by  the  faid  delegates 
for  a  coetinental  battalion  to  be  placed  in  the  county  of  Sum- 
inerfet,  to  overawe  and  quell  the  infurgents. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  of  fuppreffing  the  fpirit  of  toryifm  in  the  counties 
ofSurnmerfet,  Worceiler  and  Suffex,  and  preventing  them  frora 
taking  meafures  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of  the  United  States. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wil- 
fon  and  Mr.  Rumfey. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad-» 
journed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    April  18,    1777. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  2333.30  dollars  be  paid  toGofvinus 
Erkelens,  efquire,  or  order,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  an  order 
in  his  favour  drawn  by  Jofeph  Trumbull,  and  dated  at  Hart- 
ford,   21ft  of  March,   1777. 

That  the  further  fum  of  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Gof- 
vinus  Erkelens,  or  order,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  another  or- 
der in  his  favour  drawn  by  the  faid  Jofeph  Trumbull,  dated  at 
Hartford,  21ft  of  March,  1777  ;  and  that  both  fums  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  faid  Jofeph  Trumbull, 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Moody,   was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  ,the  fame  be  referred  to  general  Mifflin,  the 
quarter-mafter  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy,  reported  :  r 

«  Thit 
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M  That  every  place  where  the  enemy  has  been,  there  are  hea- 
vy complaints  of  oppreffions,  injury  and  infults  furTered  by  the 
inhabitants  from  officers,  foldiers  and  Americans  difaffected  to 
their  country's  caufe.  The  committee  found  thefe  complaints 
fo  greatly  diverfified,that  as  it  wasimpoffible  to  enumerate  them, 
fo  it  appeared  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a  diftinct  and  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  them,  or  fuch  an  account  as  would  not,  if 
publifhed,  appear  extremely  defective,  wheri  read  by  the  unhap- 
py fufferers  or  the  country  in  general. 

In  order  however  in  fome  degree  to  anfwer  the  defign  of  their 
appointment,  they  determined  to  divide  the  object  of  their  en- 
quiry into  four  parts.  FirlT,  The  wanton  and  oppreffive  devaf- 
tation  of  the  country  and  deftrnction  of  property.  Second,  The 
inhuman  treatment  of  thofe  who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  become 
prifoners.  Third,  The  favage  butchery  of  many  who  had  fub- 
mitted  or  were  incapable  of  refiftance.  Fourth,  The  luft  and 
brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the  abullng  of  women. 

They  will  therefore  now  briefly  ftate  what  they  found  to  be 
the  truth  upon  each  of  thefe  heads  f,jparately,  afid  fubjoin  to  the 
whole  affidavits  and  other  evidence  to  fupport  their  afTertions. 

1.  The  Wanton  and  oppreffive  devaluation  of  the  country  and 
deftrudiion  of  property. 

The  whole  track  of  theBritifh  army  is  marked  with  defolation 
and  a  wanton  deftruction  of  property,  particularly  tbroughWeft- 
Chefter  county  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  ;  the  towns  of  Newark, 
Elizabethtown,  Woodbridge,  Brunfwick,  Kingfton,  Princeton, 
and  Trenton  in  New-Jcrfey.  The  fences  deitroyed,  the  houfes 
deferted,  pulled  in  pieces  of  confumed  by  fire,  and  the  general 
face  of  wafte  and  devaluation  fpread  over  a  rich  and  once  well 
cultivated  and  well  inhabited  country,  would  affect  the  moll  un- 
feeling with  melancholy  or  companion  for  the  unhappy  fufter- 
ers,  and  with  indignation  and  refentment  againft  the  barbarous 
ravagers.  It  deferves  notice  that  though  there  are  many  in- 
flances  of  rage  and  vengeance  againft  particular  perfons,  yet  the 
deftruction  was  very  general  and  often  Undiftinguiflied  ;  thofe 
who  fubmitted  and  took  protections,  and  fome  who  were  known 
to  favour  them,  having  frequently  fuffered  in  the  common  ruin. 
Places  and  things,  which,  from  their  public  nature  and  general 
utility,  fhould  have  been  fpared  by  a  civilized  people,  have  been 
deftroyed  or  plundered,  or  both.  But  above  all,  places  of  vvor- 
fhip,  minifters  and  religious  perfons  of  fome  particular  protef- 
tant  denominations  feem  to  have  been  treated  with  the  molt  ran- 
corous hatred,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  higbeft  contempt. 

2.  The  inhuman  treatment  of  thofe  who  were  fo  unhappy  as 
to  become  prifoners. 

The  prifoners,  inftead  of  that  humane  treatment  which  thofe 
taken  by  the  United  States  experienced,  were  in  general  treated 
with  the  greateft  barbarity.    Many  of  them  were  near  four  days 
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kept  without  food  altogether :  When  they  received  a  fupply,  it 
was  both  infufficient  in  point  of  quantity  and  often  of  the  word 
kind  :  They  fuffered  the  utmoft  diflrcfs  from  cold,  nakednefs, 
and  clofe  confinement :  Freemen  and  men  of  fubftance  fuffered 
all  that  a  generous  mind  could  fuffer  from  the  contempt  and 
mockery  of  Britifh  and  foreign  mercenaries  :  Multitudes  died  ia 
prifon  5  and  when  others  were  fent  out,  feveral  died  in  the  boats 
while  carrying  afliore,  or  upon  the  road  attempting  to  go  home. 
The  committee  in  the  courfe  of  their  enquiry  learned,  that  feme- 
times  the  common  foldiers  exprelfed  fympathy  with  the  pri- 
foners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than  the  Englifh.  Bat  this  wat 
feldom  or  never  the  cafe  with  the  officers ;  nor  have  they  been 
able  to  hear  of  any  charitable  affiftance  given  them  by  the  inha- 
bitants who  remained  in,  or  reforted  to  the  city  of  New- York ; 
which  neglect,  if  univerfal,  they  believe  was  never  known  to 
happen  in  any  fimilar  cafe  in  a  chriftian  country. 

3.  The  favage  butchery  of  thofe  who  had  fubmitted  and  were 
incapable  of  refiftance. 

The  committee  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  of  Princeton  ar.d  Trenton,  that  the 
enemy  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Princeton  had  determined  to 
give  no  quarter.  They  did  not  however  obtain  any  clear  proof, 
that  there  were  any  general  orders  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the 
treatment  of  feveral  particular  perfons  at  and  fmce  that  time, 
has  been  of  the  mod  fhoeking  kind,  and  gives  too  much  coun- 
tenance to  the  fuppofition.  Offisers  wounded  and  difabled, 
fome  of  them  of  the  firft  rank,  were  barbaroufiy  mangled  or  puC 
to  death.  A  minifter  of  the  gofpel  in  Trenton,  who  neither 
was  nor  had  been  in  arms,  was  maffacred  in  cold  blood,  though 
humbly  fupplicating  for  mercy. 

4.  The  luft:  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the  abufing  of 
women. 

The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many  inftances* 
of  the  moft  indecent  treatment,  and  actual  ravifhment  of  mar- 
ried and  fingle  women;  but  fuch  is  the  nature  of  that  mod  irre- 
parable injury,  that  the  perfons  fuffering  it,  and  their  relatione, 
though  perfectly  innocent,  look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  reproach  to 
have  the  facts  related  and  their  names  known.  They  have  how- 
ever procured  {bme  affidavits,  which  will  be  published  in  the  apt 
pendix.   The  originals  are  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs* 

Some  complaints  were  made  to  the  commanding  officers  upo:t 
the  fubject,  and  one  affidavit  made  before  a  juftice  of  peace  ; 
but  the  committee  could  not  learn  that  any  fatisfa&ion  was  ever 
given  orpunifliment  inflicted,  except  that  one  foldier  at  Pening- 
ton  was  kept  in  cuftody  for  a  part  of  a  day. 

On  the  whole  the  committee  are  furry  to  fay  that  the  cry  of 
barbarity  and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  founded  ;  and  as  in  comer- 
fation,  thofe  who  are  cool  to  the  American  caufe,  Iiuyc  nothing- 
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to  oppofe  to  the  facts  but  their  being  incredible,  and  not  like 
what  they  are  pleafed  to  flile,  the  generofity  and  clemency  of 
the  Englifh  nation  ;  the  committee  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
one  of  the  circumftance  moft  frequently  occurring  in  the  enquiry, 
was  the  opprobrious  difdainful  names  given  to  the  Americans  ; 
thefe  do  not  need  any  proof,  as  they  occur  fo  frequently  in  the 
news-papers  printed  under  their  direction,  and  in  the  intercept- 
ed letters  of  thofe  who  are  officers  and  call  themfelve's  gentlemen. 
It  is  eafy  therefore  to  fee  what  muft  be  the  conduct  of  a  fol- 
diery  greedy  of  prey,  towards  a  people  whom  they  have  been 
taught  to  look  upon  not  as  freemen  defending  their  rights  on 
principle,  but  as  defperadoes  and  profligates,  who  have  rifen  up 
againft  law  and  order  in  general,  and  wifh  the  fubverfion  of 
feciety  itfelf.  This  is  the  moil  candid  and  charitable  manner 
in  which  the  committee  can  account  for  the  melancholy  truths 
which  they  have  been  obliged  to  report.  Indeed  the  fame  de- 
luding principle  feems  to  govern  perfons  and  bodies  of  the 
hi^hell  rank  in  Britain.  For  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  not 
pamphleteers  only,  but  king  and  parliament,  conftantly  call 
thofe  acts  lenity,  which  on  their  fir!!  publication  filled  this  whole 
continent   with   refentment  and   horror." 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  it  in  publilh  the  fame  with  the  affidavits. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
commiffary's  department,  and  that   they  be  directed  to  confer 
with  general  Schuyler  on  the  fubjedt. 
The  member  chofen,   Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Jof.  Trumbull  be  directed  to  repair  with 
difpatch  to  Philadelphia. 

At  the  requeft  of  general  Schuyler,  ^ 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  major  general  Schuyler,  fince  he  has  held  a  command 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  faid  committee  confilt  of  a  member  from  each  ftate. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Wolcot,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Sykes, 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Heyward  and  Mr. 

Brownfon. 

Refohed,  That  major  general  St.  Clair  have  leave  of  ab fence 
from  the  army  for  two  weeks,  to  vifit  his  family. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideraticn  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer  at  Baltimore,  in  favour  of  Robert  Cummins,  commiffary 
©f  provifions  there,  to  purchafe  provifions  for  the  troops  ;  and 
that  he  be  defired  to  buy  as  much  freih  provifions  as  he  thinks 
prudent,  confidering  the  prefent  price  ;  and  that  Congrefs  ap- 
prove of  his  laying  in  a  quantity  of  barrelled  fhad  fifh  fufficient 
for  the  troops  paffing  through  that  town. 

Refohed, 
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Refohed,  That  general  Armftrong  be  requeued  to  infpecl:  the 
magazines  of  provifions  under  the  care  of  commiflary  Wharton, 
and  report  to  Congrefs  their  kind,  quantity,  and  condition  : 
That  general  Armftrong  be  authorifed  to  call  on  Mr.  Whartort 
for  every  information  neceffary  to  enable  him  to  perform  thil 
duty,  and  if  the  faid  magazine9  be  found  in  a  pei'ifhing  or 
neglefted  ftate,  that  he  take  proper  fteps  for  their  regulation  ; 
and  the  faid  commifTary  and  his  deputies  are  hereby  ordered  to 
pay  due  obedience  to  his  directions. 

,  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  derife  ways 
and  means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  frefh  beef  on  the  moft 
reafonable  terms. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  L« 
Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Rumfey. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    April  19,  1777. 

Refohed,  That  the  refignation  of  John  Trumbull,  late  deputy 
adjutant  general  of  the  northern  army,  be  accepted. 

That  general  Gates  be  impowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  adju- 
tant general  for  the  northern  department. 

Refolved,  That  three  perfons  be  appointed  as  a  board  of  affift* 
ants  to  the  marine  committee,  with  a  falary  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  a  year  each,  to  refide  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  JBof- 
ton,  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  with  a  power  to  adjourn 
to  any  part  of  New-England  ;  who  fhall  have  the  fuperintendance 
of  all  naval  or  marine  affairs  of  thefe  United  States,  within  the 
four  eaftern  ftates,  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee, 

That  the  appointment  of  the  faid  commiffioners  be  made  on 
Tuefday  next. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  of  March  from  the  commiffioners  for 
fettling  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  directed  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee,  appointed 
to  devife  regulations  for  the  commifiary's  department. 

Refohed/Thzt  three  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committees 
and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Trum- 
bull on  his  arrival. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates 
to  draughts  made  on  the  paymafter  for  flock,  &c,  taken  by  of- 
ficers, and  to  irregular  draughts,  be  fent  by  the  board  of  treafury 
to  general  Gates. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  mode  heretofore 
obferved  by  officers  in  making  up  their  pay  rolls,  and  to  prepare 
a  refolution  for  preventing  abufes  therein,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read. 

Vol.  III.  P  Ordered. 
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Ordered,    To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  remonftrance  of  Jofeph  Hugg  and  Ifaac  Morris,  jun.  was 
read. 

Refolded,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  take  effectual 
meafures  for  removing  all  provifions,  cattle,  carriages  and  forage 
which  he  may  think  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  particularly  in  the  parts  of  the  country  through  which 
their  rout  may  lie,  Should  they  attempt  to  march  ;  and  that  he 
give  directions  to  all  officers  employed  on  this  duty,  to  be  care- 
ful not  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  what  may  be  neceffary  for 
their  immediate  fubSiilance;  and  to  caufe  all  provifions,  cattle, 
carriages,  and  forage  removed,  to  be  appraifed  to  a  juft  valua- 
tion, that  the  owners  may  be  paid  for  the  fame. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  int© 
confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refofoed,  1  hat  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Miller  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by appointed  chaplain  to  the  German  battalion. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  John  Rathbum 
to  be   captain  of  the  armed  Sloop    Providence  ; 

Refofoed,  That  he  be  appointed  accordingly. 

Refofoed,  That  an  order  for  200,000  dollars  bedrawn  on  the 
oommiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  flate  of  New-York,  in 
favour  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy  paymafter  general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department  ;  the  faid 
deputy  paymafter  general  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fup- 
preffing  the  fpirit  of  toryifm  in  the  counties  of  Somerfet,  Worcef- 
ter,  and  Suffex,  and  preventing  the  difaffe£ted  perfons  therein 
from  taking  meafures  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of  the  United 
States,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  j 
■whereupon 

Refofoed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  legislative 
er  executive  authorities  of  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
forthwith  to  apprehend  and  remove  all  perfons  of  influence  or 
of  defperate  characters  within  the  counties  of  Suflex,  Somerfet 
and  Worcefter,  who  have  betrayed  or  manifefted  a  difaffeftion 
to  the  American  caufe,  to  fome  remote  or  fecure  place  or  places 
■within  their  refpe&ive  ftates  ;  there  to  be  fecured  without  any 
perfon  having  aecefs  to  them,  unlefs  by  licence  firft  obtained  from 
fuch  civil  or  military  officer  as  the  government  of  the  refpeftive 
ftates  Shall  think  proper  to  appoint  for  that  purpofe  :  To  take 
away  the  fire  arms  of  all  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
above  mentioned,  as  have  not  hitherto  manifefted  an  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  America,  excepting  fuch  in  the  counties  of  Wor- 
cefter and  Somerfet,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  as  may  have 
complied  with  the  proclamation  iSTued  by  the  faid  ftate  in  the 
month  of  February  laft  ;  the  faid  arms  to  be  difpefed  of  by  the 
refpeftive  ftates  as  Shall  be  deemed  moil  conducive  to  the  general 
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weal  :  To  enact  laws  appointing  commiffioners  in  each  of  the 
counties  above  mentioned,  whofe  buiincfs  it  (hall  be  to  make  in- 
ventories, and  to  take  charge  of  the  perfonal  eftates  of  the  per- 
fons  fo  removed,  and  to  receive  the  rents  ariling  from  their  real 
eftates,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  appropriated  as  a  fund 
for  their  maintainance,  till  the  government  of  the  refpe<tive 
ftates  (hall  otherwiie  direct  ;  and  veiling  the  faid  commiffioners 
with  full  and  adequate  powers  to  enquire  into,  detect  and  defeat, 
all  plots  or  confpiraeies  formed  in  the  refpedtive  counties  againfit 
the  liberties  of  America. 

And  for  facilitating  the  expeditious  execution  of  the  forego* 
ing  refolution  : 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  of  the  Mate  of  Maryland  be 
authorifed  to  detain  the  weakeft  continental  battalion  raifed  in 
the  ftate  of  Maryland,  till  a  further  order  of  Congrefs ;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  ftate 
of  Maryland,  forthwith  to  embody  three  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  faid  ftate,  and  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware  one  hundred  of  their  militia ;  the  faid  militia  to  co- 
operate with  the  battalion  of  continental  troops,  to  obey  the 
officer  commanding  the  fame,  and  to  continue  in  fervice  fo  long 
as  the  joint  executive  authorities  of  the  ftates  of  Delawaie  and 
Maryland  fnall  think  neceflary. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  21,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  and  19th  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one 
of  the  19th  from  the  Pennfylvania  board  of  war  ;  and  a  note 
from  doctor  G.  Clarkfon,  in  behalf  of  col.  Zedwitz,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letter  from  the  Pennfylvania  board 
of  war  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  the  note  from 
doctor  Clarkfon,  to  the  medical  committee. 

Refohed,  That  James  Meafe,  clothier  general,  be  directed  to 
deliver  to  general  Mifflin,  quarter  mafter  general,  or  his  order, 
all  the  cloth  in  his  poffeffion,  fit  for  tents. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  confederation  of  the  articles  of  confederation  as  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe;  and  after  debate  thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  father  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
to  Friday  next. 

Refohed,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  efq;  treafurer,be  authorifed 
and  directed  to  appoint  and  qualify  fuch  a  number  of  additional 
figners  of  money  as  he  fhall  judge  necelfary,  and  fend  to  Congrefs 
a  certificate  of  fuch  appointment  and  qualification  ;  and  that  the 
faid  figners  proceed  on  the  bufinefs  until  difcharged  by  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 
ajifourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

P  2  Tuesday 
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Tuesday,  April  22,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  2lft  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one  of  the  5  th 
from  col.  G.  Morgan  at  fort  Pitt,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ; 
one  of  the  2d  from  major  Mah~«rdy  at  Providence  ;  one  of  the 
54th  from  governor  Trumbull ;  and  a  memorial  from  ElifhaPain- 
fer,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Morgan,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  ;  the  letter  from  major  Malme- 
dy,  to  the  committee  on  applications  from  foreigners  ;  the  letter 
from  governor  Trumbull,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  ; 
and  the  memorial  from  Eli'fha  Painter,  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  ?.  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confederation  ;  whereupon  '  .'  . 

Refolded,  That  general  Schuyler  be  dlre6ted  to  fend  forward 
immediately  all  the  troops  now  in  Briftol,  with  orders  to  joiti 
general  Wafhington  with  all  expedition  ;  and  that  general  Schuy- 
ler immediately  order  all  the  troops  new  in  Philadelphia,  and 
which  may  hereafter  arrive,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to  Briftol, 
there  to  wait  farther  orders. 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  tp'tranfmit  from  time 
to  time  to  general  Wafhington,  bills  of  exchange  or  fpecie  for 
the  fupport  of  our  prifoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
according  to  their  ranks  and  pay  in  the  continental  fervice  ;  and 
that  the  general  be  defired  to  appoint  a  commiffary  of  prifoners, 
for  the  purpofe  of  applying  the  money  obtained  by  the  bills  and 
the  fpecie  tranfmitted,  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the 
faid  commiffary  be  ordered  to  take  care  that  the  prifoners  of 
war  be  fupplied  with  proper  provi'fions  and  clothing. 

Refofoed,  That  the  farther'conlideratibn  of  the  report  bepofU 
poned. 

Refotved,  That  the  director  and  deputy  directors  general,  mall 
e'onftantly  publifh  in  the  news-papers,  the  names  of  the  places  in 
which  their  military  hofpitals  are  reflectively  kept ;  and  the  feve- 
ral  commanding  officers  of  parties, detachments,  or  corps  on  their 
march  to  or  from  the  camp,  (hall  fend  to  the  faid  hofpitals  fuch 
of  their  officers  and  foldiers  as  from  time  to  time  are  unable  to 
proceed,  together  with  certificates  to  the  director  or  deputy  di- 
rector general,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  faid  officers  and  fol- 
diers and  particular  regiments  to  which  they  belong  ;  unjefs  from, 
the  diftance  of  the  hofpitals,  or  other  caufes,  it  fhall  at  any  time 
be  neceffary  to  deliver  them  to  the  care  of  private  phyficians  or 
furgeons,  in  which  cafes  fuch  phyficians  and  furgeons,  and  alfo 
the  refped\ive  commanding  officers,  are  forthwith  to  report  their 
names  and  regiments  to  the  director  or  deputy  directors  general 
as  aforefaid,  who  fhall  give  the  neceffary  orders  for  removing 
them  to  the  hofpitals  as  foon  as  may  be,  and  difcharge  the  rea- 
sonable demands  of  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  conducting  agree- 
able to  this  refolve0 
.**'  '-    ''     '  '  ^ha$ 
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That  the  direftor  and  deputy  dire&ors  general  and  affiftant 
deputy  dire&ors,  have  power  to  order  to  their  refpective  hofpi- 
tals  the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  army,  wherever  found  iu  their 
own  or  other  departments,  provided  fuch  departments  are  not 
fupphed  with  any  of  the  officers  aforefaid. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Long  was  read,  requefting  permif- 
fion  to  go  to  New-York,  in  order  to  render  to  Mr,  Chamier  an 
account   of  his  affairs: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  memorial  be  difmifled.. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  at  Balti- 
more in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  clothier  general,  for  the  fum  of 
12,000  dollars,  to  difcharge  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  at  Bofton, 
March  I,  1777,  by  Abraham  Livingfton  and  William  Turnbull 
on  RobertMorris,  efq  ;  in  favour  of  Stephen  Hooper,  or  order. 

.  Refolved,  That  governor  Trumbull  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  received  undoubted  information  that  William  Franklin, 
late  governor  of  the  (late  of  New-Jerfey,  and  now  a  prifoner  in 
Connecticut,'  has  fince  his  removal  to  that  ftate,  feduloufiy  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  dilperiing  among  the  inhabitants  the  protec- 
tions of  lord  Hovve'ahd  general  Howe,  lliled  the  king's  comniif- 
fioners  for  granting  pardons,  &c.  and  otherwife  aided  and  abetted 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States  :  And  that  he  be  requeued 
forthwith  to  order  the  faid  William  Franklin,  efq;  into  clofe 
confinement,  prohibiting  to  him  the  ufc  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
or  the  accefs  'of  any  perfon  or  perfons  but  fuch  as  are  properly  li« 
cenfed  for  that  purpofe  by  governor  Trumbull. 

A  memorial  from  c®k-»;el  Haller  and  lieutenant  colonel  Lntz 
was  read  ;  praying  that  they  may  be  paid  for  retained  rations. 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Refolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  for  fup- 
preffing  toryifni. 

The  member  ch'ofen;   Mr.    Duer. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  or- 
der their  ftatute  laws  and  the  additions  that  may  be  made  there- 
to, to  be  fent  to  Congrefs  and  to  each  of  the  ftates,  together 
with  all  difcoveries  and  improvements  in  the  arts  of  war  made 
in  fuch    ftates  refpe&ively-. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  ; 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  23,  1 777. 
Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  be 
paid  to  the  captain,  officers  and  privates,  of  the  brigantine  An- 
drew Doria,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  the  bounty  granted  for 
ten  carnage  guns  mounted,  and  fixty  men  on  board  the  armed 
fjoop  Racehorfe,  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  faid  brig- 
antine Andrew  Doria,  as  certified  by  the  regifter  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of  Penniylvania. 

'   The 


j52        JOURNALS    OF    CONGRESS. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  doctor  James  Tilton  be  authorifed  to  repair  to 
Dumfries  in  Virginia,  there  to  take  the  charge  of  all  continental 
foldiers  that  are  or  mail  be  inoculated,  and  that  he  be  furnifhed 
with  all  neceffary  medicines  :  That  the  commanding  officers  in 
that  department  be  dire&cd  to  afford  every  afliftance  in  their 
power,  and  that  all  commiffaries  and  quarter  matters  on  whom  the 
doctor  fhall  have  occafion  to  call,  be  directed  to  provide  quarters 
and  every  thing  requifite  for  this  bufinefs. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  directed 
to  fell  to  the  delegates  of  North -Carolina  200  gun   locks. 
A  petition  from  Lawrence  Powell  was  read  ; 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  quarter  matter's 
department  was  recommitted,  brought  in  a  new  report  ,  which 
was  read. 

Jofeph  Trumbull,  cornmiffary  general,  being  arrived  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  cornmiffary 's  depart- 
ment, and  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  means  for  fnpply- 
ing  the  army  with  frefh  beef,  be  confolidated  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Trumbull  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  faid  committee. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  fix  be  appointed  to  cpnfider 
of  ways  and  means  for  fpeedily  reinforcing  general  Wafhington  s 
army. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wil- 
fon,  Mr.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  R.    Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  general  Schuyler 
and  general  Mifflin  on  the  fubject. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due 
"  To  Edward  Snicker,  and  to  be  paid  to  col.  Daniel  Mor- 
gan, the  fum  of  ^"276,  2,  6,  for  fundry  arms,  blankets,  provi- 
iions,  &c.  furnifhed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  colonel  Mor- 
gan's regiment,  and  for  an  allowance  made  him  for  his  trouble 
and  expence  of  purchafmg  the  faid  arms,  &c.  and  for  thofe  pur- 
chafed  as  per  a  former  account  amounting  to  j^.482,  8,  the  fum 
bf^.37,  18,  6,  which  two  fums  amount  to  £.314,  1,  Virginia 
currency,  equal  to  1046.75  dollars. 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  captain  Nathaniel  Rumfey  for 
fundry  clothing  he  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  in  the 
firft  Maryland  battalion,  which  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  as 
is  fet  forth  in  his  memorial  to  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  1 15.30 
dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Carfwell,  late  a  foldier  in  the  late 
captain  Hendrick's  company,  who  was  taken  prifoner  at  Que- 
bec, for  his  pay  from  the  ltt  of  January,  1776,  to  the  22d  of 
of  April,  1777,   the  fum  of  94.73    dollars: 

T!ia  t 
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That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Henry  Shitz,  for  46  reams  of 
paper  for  continental  bills  of  credit,  the  fum  of  444  dollars  : 
That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Francis    Lewis,  efq  ;  for  fundry 

foods  purchafed  for  clothing  the  army  out  of  the  prize  fchooner 
lannah,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  and  RobertPurviance, 
at  Baltimore,  the  fum  of  7346.62  dollars  ;  the  faid  Samuel 
and  Robert  Punrfance  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  col.  Daniel  Morgan,  of  the 
nth  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  bounty  of  a  volunteer  company 
infilled  into  the  faid  regiment,  the  fum  of  1806  dollars  ;  he  to 
lie  accountable  : 

That  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Nevelling  officiated  as  chaplain 
to  9  New-Jerfey  battalions  for  one  month  and  fix  days,  at  50 
dollars  a  month,  amounting  to  59.77  dollars  ;  of  which  he  re- 
ceived of  the  paymafter  33.30  dollars,  and  that  a  balance  of 
26.47  fhould  be  paid  to  him." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned   to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  24,  1777. 

A  letter  ofthe2dfrom  J.  Allen,  at  Bofton,  agent  for  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  eaftern  department  ;  one  of  the  26th  of  De- 
cember lafl  from  James  Lyon,  at  Machias  ;  and  one  of  the  18th 
inftant  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed,   were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
who  are  directed  to  confer  with  the  perfon  who  brought  the 
two  firft  letters. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry 
papers  inclofed,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  for 
fpeedily  reinforcing  general  Wafhington's  army,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  read  and  confidered  ;  whereupon 

Refofved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  prefident 
of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  and  to  the  board  of  war,  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  call  out  three  thoufand  of  the  militia  of  the  faid 
ftate,  exclufive  of  the  city  militia  ;  one  half  of  the  faid  troops  to 
rendevouz  at  Chefter  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  other  half  at  Brif- 
tol  :  And  to  order  the  city  militia  to  equip  themfelves  with  arms 
and  accoutrements,  and  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning  ;  and  that  the  faid  prefident  and  board  ofwar  take 
meafures  to  furnifh  the  faid  troops  with  a  proper  train  of  artillery. 

Refolded,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington 
and  inform  him,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  Congrefs  that  he  oixrer 
general  MifHin  to  continue  in  Philadelphia  for  fome  time  ;  pro- 
vided the  public  fervice  will  admit  of  his  abfence  from  the  army. 

Refolvcd,  That  the  officers  of  the  feventb  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion 
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lion  be  referred  to.  the  board  of  treafury  for  the    liquidation  of 
their  accounts,  and  fettlement  of  the  money  due  to  the  faid  bat- 
talion  for  the  laft   campaign,  and   that  the  faid   board  report 
thereon. 

Refolded,  That  all  the  accounts  of  the  Pennfyjyania,  Delaware 
and  Maryland  militia  yet  unfettled  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury  for  liquidation,  and  that  the  reports  thereon  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  general  Schuyler,  who  is  now  the  commanding  officer  in 
Philadelphia,  in  order  that  he  may  draw  warrants  for  paying  the 
arrears  due  to  them  agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  the  17th  inftant. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  William  Grayham,  a  furgeon'3 
mate  of  the  fecond  Virginia  regiment,  be  referred  to  general 
Schuyler,  who  is  directed  to  draw  a  warrant  for  two  months  pay.. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  fof 
the  ftate  of  Maryland,  held  at  Baltimore,  in  the  libel  fioop  Mont- 
gomery v.  brig  Minerva,  was  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  fof 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations,  on  the 
libel  Mary  Alfop,  and  others,  v.  Thomas  Buttenburg,  being 
lodged  the  6th  of  March  laft,  was  alfo  this  day  referred  to  the 
committee  of  appeals. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    April  25,    1777. 

Ordered,  That  1666.60  dollars  be  paid  to  Sampfon  Mears, 
or  order,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Ay- 
let,  Virginia,  April  9th,  1 777,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Vanbib- 
ber,  of  Baltimore,  and  indorfed  by  the  faid  Ifaac  Vanbibber, 
and  the  payment  ordered  to  the  faid  Sampfon  Mears,  or  order, 
by  Vanbibber  and  Crocket,  and  that  the  faid  fum  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  faid  William  Aylett. 

The  board  of  war  reported  : 

*'  That  having  enquired  into  the  cafe  of  major  Elifha  Pain- 
ter, it  appears  by  the  evidence  produced, that  the  objections  made 
againft  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  major  in  colonel  Seth 
Warner's  regiment,  and  the  complaint  of  uneafinefs  occafioned 
thereby,  are  without  any  juft  foundation,  and  that  nothing  is 
alledged,  or  appears  to  have  been  done  by  him  to  forfeit  his 
right  to  the  faid  office  ;  and  that  the  board  knows  of  no  fuch 
office  vacant  in  any  other  regiment,  to  which  he  can  be  appoint- 
ed by  Congrefs."  Whereupon 

Re/ohed,  That  the  refolution  of  the  18th  of  January  laft,  re- 
moving the  faid  Elifha  Painter  from  any  command  in  the  faid 
col.  Seth  Warner's  regiment,  be  repealed  ;  and  that  he  return  to 
his  command  in  the  faid  regiment  as  major  thereof,  unlefs  general 

Wafhingtop. 
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V/afliington  fhall  think  proper  to  appoint  him  to  fome  other  of- 
fice or  employment  in  the  army  not  inferior  to  his  prefent  rank. 
The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refofoed,  That  50,000  of  the  300,000  dollars,  ordered  to  b« 
advanced  to  general  Mifflin  on  the  22d  of  March  laft  be  paid 
by  a  warrant  on  the  loan-office  in    Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Trum« 
bull,  efq;  commiflary  general,  he  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that 
a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  for 
the  ftate  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  fum  of  3  5,000  dollars,  in  part 
of  the  above  fum. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fpee- 
dily  reinforcing  general  Wafhington's  army,  brought  in  a  far- 
ther report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 
Refohed,  That  the  president  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware be  requefted  forthwith  to  call  out  fifteen  hundred  of  the 
militia  of  the  faid  ftate,  well  armed  and  accoutred,  to  rendez- 
vous at  Chefter  on  Delaware. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
faid  prefident  and  council  to  enforce  the  neceffity  of  this  mea- 
fure,  and.  that  general  Mifflin  be  requefted  to  join  the  faid  com- 
mittee for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Roberdeau  and.  Mr. 
Sergeant. 

Refalved,  That  the  governor  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  be 
requefted  forthwith  to  call  out  fuch  part  of  the  militia  of  the 
faid  ftate  as  general  Wafhington  fhall  judge  neceflary  to  rein- 
force the  army  under  his  command. 

Refohed,  That  the  phyfician  or  furgeon  general  of  the  hof- 
pital  in  the  middle  department  be  directed  to  fend  a  proper  pcr- 
fon  or  perfons  in  the  medical  department,  to  vifit  all  the  hofpi- 
tals  betwixt  this  city  and  the  town  of  Annapolis,  in  Maryland, 
with  directions  to  order  all  fuch  foldiers,  as  fhall  be  deemed 
capable  of  fervice,  to  join  immediately  their  respective  corps 
under  proper  officers. 

Refohed,  That  major  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  order 
all  the  troops  in  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  between 
the  faid  city  and  the  town  of  Annapolis,  to  march  immediately 
to  Briftol,  by  fuch  routs  as  fhall  render  it  unneceffary  to  pafs 
through  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  that  he  fend  active  officers 
to  forward  the  faid  troops  without  delay,  and  that  he  order 
proper  returns  to  be  made  of  the  quantity  of  arms  and  cloathing 
wanted  for  the  refpective  corps  or  detachments,  in  order  that  a 
fupply  of  the  fame  may  be  forwarded  by  the  clothier  general 
to  the  town  of  Briftol. 
Vol.  III.  Q^  Refrlve J, 
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Re/ohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  fend  a 
general  officer  into  the  eaftern  ftates,  to  forward  all  the  troops 
already  raifed  to  their  refpe&ive  places  of  dedination  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refumed  the 
confideration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  as  reported  by  a 
committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  after   debate  , 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflpo- 
ned  to  Monday    next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed* 
adjourned   to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    April  26,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  prefident  M'Kinley  of  Delaware  J 
two  of  the  21ft  and  one  of  the  23d  from  governor  Johnfon  of 
Maryland,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be 
referred  to  the  board   of  war. 

Re/ohed,  That  ioo.coo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  (late  of 
Maryland,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  the  fame 
be  paid  by  an  order  for  25,000  dollars  on  the  commiffioner  of 
.the  loan  office  for  th  e  ftate  of  Maryland,  and  by  an  order  on 
the  treafurer  at  Baltimore  for  the  remaining  75,000  dollars. 
-  Ordered,  That  69 1. 50  dollars  be  paid  to  Thomas  Lawrence, 
being  fo  much  paid  by  him  to  the  wives  of  the  carpenters  em- 
ployed in  the  ferviee  of  the  United  States  at  fort  Pitt,  and  that 
the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  George  Morgan. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Jofeph 
Mitchell,  for  the  ufe  of  the  12th  Virginia  battalion,  and  that 
the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  James  Wood,  colonel 
©f  the  laid   regiment. 

Ordered/That  the  committee  on  the  commiffary's  department 
proceed  on  that  bufinefs,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  ■"  That  there  is  due 
to  John  Biddlej  for  *he  weekly 'allowance  paid  to  feveral  of- 
ficers, &c.  prifoners  of  war,  and  for  fundry  provifions  furnifhed 
women  and  children,  prifoners  at  Reading,  at  the  rate  of  terf 
pence  per  ration,  the  fum  of  955.52  dollars  : 

To  Henry  Haller,  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  capt.  Anftru- 
ther,  from  the  23d  of  Auguft  to  the  24th  of  November,  being 
II  weeks  and  4  days,  the  fum  of  23.12  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Polhoos,  and  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Wiltner,  for 
bleeding  95  privates  of  colonel  Haufegger's  battalion,  the  funt 
©f  12.60  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Simons,  for  pr-ovifions  iffued  to  women  and  chil- 
dren* prifoners  ;  and  for  provifions  iffued  to  prifoners  atEaften, 
who  were  unable  to  move  with  the  others  that  were  exchanged, 
the  fum  of  126.69  dollars  :  T» 
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To  Mark  Wileox,  for  paper  for  loan-ofiice  certificates,  and 
two  reams  of  paper  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  board,  876.73 
dollars  : 

To  captain  Benjamin  Deane,  for  his  expences  while  efcort- 
jng  money  to  the  White  Plains,  and  on  his  return,  including 
waggon  and  horfe  hire,    175.50  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Copperthwaite,  for  fundry  cafks  for  powder,  and 
for  cooperage,  porterage,  &c.   297.66  dollars  : 

To  Levi  Hollingsworth,  for  freight  and  cartage  of  503  caffcs 
of  powder,  and  one  cafe  of  gun-locks,  from  Baltimore  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  for  porterage  to  the  magazine,  the  fura  of  437.6 
dollars  : 

To  Bright  and  Pechin,  for  ftorage  and  weighing  fundry 
parcels  offaltpetre,  the  fum  of  76.75  dollars  : 

To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  for  attendance  and  provifions  to  fir 
men  belonging  to  general  Lee's  guard  who  were  under  inocula- 
tion, and  for  boarding  fix  other  men,  the  fum  of  89.81  dollars  : 

That  there  (hould  be  paid  to  James  Young,  for  fifty  one  rifle 
and   fmooth  bore  guns,  twenty  two  of  which  were  delivered  to     ■ 
Robert  Towers  and  SamiielAppleton,  feven  loft.and  twenty-two 
delivered  at  fort  Wafhington,  the  fum  of  571.25  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  colonel  Daniel  Morgan,  a 
balance  due  to  him  of  192.60  dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  him  a  further  fum  of  2727.76 
dollars  to  pay  his  troops  in  this  city,  and  for  which  funis  he  if 
to  account  with  the  paymafier. 

Ordered,  That   the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter    of  the  1  3th  from  William  Aylett,   wa&  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to    '-' 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Carpenter   Wharton,  and  to  regu- 
late the  commilTary's  department. 

Aletterofthe  12th  from  colonel  Morgan,  at  fort  Pitt,  was  read.     ' 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed tp  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  April  28,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  from  general' Gates  at  Albany,  wilh  fun* 
dry  papers  inclofed  ;  and  one  of  the  23d  from  Hen  Fifher  at 
Lewis-town,  were  read.  r^ 

Whereas  Henry  Fifher  has,  agreeable  to  the  power  veiled  in 
him  by  Congrefs,  appointed  William  Peefy,  captain;  John 
Weftly,  firft  lieutenant  ;  David  Hazard,  fecond  lieutenant ;  and 
John  Hazard,  enfign,  of  the  company  ordered  to  be  raifed  for 
the  defence  of  Lewis-town. 

Refolded,  That  they  be  confirmed.  '  - 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  with  the  papera    • J' 
inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  j  and:  '1 
that  general  Schuyler  lay  before  the   committee  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  him  and  general  Wafhington,  refpefting  the  de- 
fence of  Ticonderoga.  0^_2  Congreft 
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Congrefs  then  refolved  iifelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole; 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
^r  F.  L.  ^ee  rePorted>  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
connotation  the  letter  and  papers  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclusion,  defire  leave  to  lit   a.;ain. 

Refolved,  That  Congrels  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  letter  from 
general   Gates  and  the  papers   referred  to  them". 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed  ; 
adjourned  to  io  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  tg,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  William  Aylett,  commifTary  in 
Virginia,      was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  com- 
miffary's  department :  and  that  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter,  fo  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  procuring  provisions  for  the  armv,  be  deli- 
vered to  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commifTary  general,  who  is  directed 
to  give  the  necefTary  orders  refpecting  the  fame. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  on  the  treafury   of  the    1  Ith  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  1 000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf, 
for  recruiting  his  corps  of  rangers  ;  and  that  he  be  directed 
forthwith  to  produce  a  certificate  from  the  commiffary  general 
of  mufters,  or  the  deputy  mufter  mafter  general  in  this  de- 
partment, of  the  number  of  foldiers  inlitted  into  his  feveral 
companies. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  ;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  baron  Ernft  Siegesmond  be  appointed  firft 
lieutenant  and  John  Conrad  Latour  fecond  lieutenant  in  the 
corps  commanded  by  major   Ottendorf. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  prefident  and 
council  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  on  the  neceffity  of  calling  out 
fifteen  hundred  of  the  militia  thereof,  well  armed  and  accoutred, 
to  rendezvous  at  Chefter  on  Delaware,  reported  : 

*}  That  they,  together  with  geaeral  Mifflin,  met  the  prefident 
and  council  at  Wilmington  in  the  faid  {late,  and  conferred  with 
them  on  the  bufinefs  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  prefident  and  council 
gave  afiurance  that  they  were  willing  and  deiirous  to  comply  with 
the  requifition  of  Congrefs  for  the  aid  of  the  militia  aforelaid,and 
that  every  means  in  their  power  would  be  ufed  to  draw  forth  the 
number  required  ;  but  they  apprehended  that  this  might  be  mere 
probably  effected  by  fixing  the  place  of  their  rendezvous  near  the 
Delaware  within  the  faid  ftate,  and  which  would  not  be  more 
than  fix  or  feven  miks  diftant  from  the  general  rendezvous  pro- 
pofed  at  Chefler  :  That  your  committee,  with  the  approbation 
of  general  MifHin,  acceded  to  thepropofal  of  fixing  the  place  of 
r?ndex;vous  for  the  militia  of  the  faid  ftate  within  the  fame,  as 

the 
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the  moft  probable  means  of  obtaining  their  aid  and  ferviee,  and 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  fame  to  Congref3  as  equally  ad- 
vantageous   to  the  public  ferviee."   Whereupon 

Rejoivedj    That  Congrefs   accept  and  agree   to  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Congrcfs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
confider  farther  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  and  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  them  :  and  after  fotne  time  the  prefident  relumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  letters  and  papers  to  them  referred,  and 
have  come  tofundry  refolutions, which  he  was  ordered  to  report. 
The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refuhei!,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  write  to 
the  eallern  llstes,  from  whence  the  troops  to  be  employed  at 
Ticonderoga  are  expected,  and  to  requeft  them  in  the  name  cf 
Congrefs  to  adopt  and  purfue  every  means,  particularly  thofe 
recommended  by  Congrcfs  in  their  refolutions  of  the  14th  of 
this  month,  forcompleating  and  forwarding  the  regiments  which 
he  has  already  ordered  for  that  ferviee,  it  being  the  opinion  of 
Congrefs  that  a  delay  in  this  matter  will  be  attended  with  the 
lofs  of  that  important  pafs  : 

That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  requelted  to  give  all 
poffible  aid  of  the  militia  of  their  ftate  to  keep  open  the  commu- 
nication between  Albany  and  Ticonderoga  ;  and  that  an  extract 
of  general  Gates'sletter  of  the  39th  togeneral  Wafhington, relative 
to  the  encreafeof  torie-s,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  convention  : 
That  general  Gates  be  informed  of  the  meafures  taken  by 
Congrefs  to  reinforce  him  with  men,  and  to  fupply  him  with 
money  :  that  he  be  informed  it  is  not  the  wifli  of  Congrefs  that 
he  retain  poffeffion  of  that  part  of  Ticonderoga  which  lies  on 
the  well  fide  of  lake  champlain,  if  in  his  judgment  the  great 
point  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  penetrating  the  country 
may  be  better  obtained  by  applying  his  whole  force  to  the 
ilrengthening  and  feeuring  fort  Independence  and  the  water 
defence  of  lake  George  : 

That  if  major  general  Gates  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  there 
are  not  a  fufficient  number  of  carpenters  employed  on  the  vef- 
fels  at  lake  George,  he  be  authorifed  and  directed  immediately 
to  engage  as  many  as  he  (hall  think  neceffary  for  compleating  with 
the  utmoll  difpatch  the  water  craft  now  erecting  on  that  lake  : 
That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  fend  to  Congrefs  the 
names  of  the  general  officers  ordered  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga, 
and  the  number  and  names  of  the  regiments  under  marching 
orders  for  that  place  : 

That  general  St  Clair  be  informed  by  exprefs  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  Ticonderoga,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  repair  without  lofs  of  time  to  that  place. 

Refbhedt 
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Refofoed,  That  the  comrr.iffioners  for  Indian  affairs  at  Albany, 
be  directed  to  accept  of  the  offer  made  by  the  Oneidas  in  their 
fpeech  of  the  19th  of  March  to  col.  Elmore,  to  fend  fccuts  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  Ofwegatchie;  and  thata  copy 
of  the  faid  fpeech  be  tranfmitted  to  thecommiffioners  at  Albany,  ' 

Sundry  amendments  being  offered  to  the  refolutions  paffed 
on  the  mufter-mafter's  department, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  formerly  appointed  to  regulate 
the  department  of  the  muller-mafter  be  directed  to  revife  the 
refolutions  on  that  fubject,  and  the  amendments  now  offered  to 
them. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  general  Wafhingtoa,  inclcfing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from   general  Howe,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  is  due  to  Walter  Drummond  for  boarding  fundry 
troops  belonging  to  capt.  Hand's  company,  30.43  dollars  : 

To  Chriftian  Dull  for  provifions  fupplied  to  fundry  troops 
on  their  march,  the  fum  of  38  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant  John  Ellis  of  the  2d  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
for  fundry  provifions  he  fupplied  a  party  of  men  who  were  left 
fick  under  his  command  in  Canada,  6.22  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Evan  Evans  for  the  balance  of  the  payroll  of  his 
battalion  of  Chefter  cot'nty  militia,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  from  the  4th  of  December  1776  to  the  30th  of  January 
1777,  the  fum  of  2181.69  dollars  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  farther  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fevered  ftates  forth- 
with to  order  the  fums  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  con- 
tinental battalions  railed  by  the  faid  ftates,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  receiving  the  fame,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
paymafters»of  fuch  battalions  ;  andthat  the  faid  paymafters  be 
refpeftively  required  to  call  fuch  officers  toaccount  for  the  fame  ; 
who  fhall  produce  certificates  from  the  mufter  mafter  or  de- 
puty mufter  general,  fpecifying  the  number  of  non-cemmiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers,  and  alfo,  if  officers  of  the  light  horfe,  the 
number  of  horfes,  arms  and  equipage  belonging  to  their  refpedt- 
ive  regiments,  companies  or  troops,  together  with  fuch  other 
vouchers  as  fhall  be  neceffary  to  prove  the  fums  expended  for 
thefe  articles,  thefubfiftence  of  the  troops  before  their  joining 
the  army,  the  lofs  of  money  by  the  deaths  or  defertions  of  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  before  mutter,  or  other  necef- 
fary e^spences ;  and  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  faid  ftates 
that  they  order  the  faid  regimental  paymafters  to  report  to  them 
the  fettlement  of  the  faid  accounts,  together  with  the  vouchers 
to  be  produced  when  confirmed  by  the  faid  ftstes,  to  the  trea- 
fury board  on  adjuflment  of  their  accounts  : 

That 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  dates,  if  any  of  the  pay 
matters  {hall  neglect  to  obey  their  directions  as  aforefaid, to  order 
their  names  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
department,  who  fhall  thereupon  remove  from  office  fuch  delin- 
quent pirymafters  and  fupply  their  places  with  fuch  other6  as  lie 
/hall  think  qualified  : 

That  if  any  officer  fhall  not  within  one  month  after  applica- 
tion for  that  purpofe,  render  fuch  accounts,  the  regimental  pay- 
matters  requiring  the  fame,  (hall  make  report  thereof  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  department,  who  fhall  order  a  court- 
martial  on  fuch  officer,  and  alfo  on  fuch  other  officer  as  fhall 
be  guilty  of  embezzling  the  publiG  money;  and  the  fact  being 
afcertained  by  their  reports,  fhall  immediately  caufe  him  to  be 
cafhiered,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  regimen- 
tal paymafter  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  ftate  to  which  he  belongs, 
that  fuch  ftate  may  give  proper  orders  for  compelling  the  delin- 
quent officer  to  account  in  a  court  ofjuflice  : 

That  duplicate  aeconnts  of  all  monies  advanced  byCongrefs, 
by  general  officers,  and  by  the  paymafter  and  deputy  paymafters 
•general,  for  recruiting  continental  battalions,  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  treafury  board,  fuch  general  officers,  paymafter  and  deputy 
paymafters  general  refpectively,  to  the  commrffioners  of  accounts 
for  the  army  in  the  northern  and  middle  departments,  who  fhall 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  refpective  regimental  paymafters,  to  en- 
able them  to  call  the  officers  chargeable  with  fuch  money  to 
account  in  the  manner  before  directed  ;  and  the  faid  regimen- 
tal paymafters  fhall  tranftnit  to  the  refpective.  commiffioners  a- 
forcfaid,  the  fettlement  of  fuch  accounts  with  the  touchers, 
who  fhall  report  to  the  treafury  office  thofe  which  are  approv- 
ed by  them,  and  fhall  proceed  with  the  regimental  paymafter 
neglecting  to  obey  their  directions  herein,  and  officers  not  ac- 
counting for  the  monies  by  them  received  as  aforefaid,  in  the 
manner  propofed  to  be  purfued  by  the  ftates  in  confequence  of 
the    preceding  refolve  : 

That  the  general  officers,  paymafter  and  deputy  paymafters 
general  refpectively,  be  alfo  directed  to  tranfmit  to  the  treafury 
office  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  them  for 
recruiting  continental  battalions  as  aforefaid  : 

That  all  regimental  paymafters  be  directed  to  apply  to  the 
refpective  commifiioners  for  accounts  of  the  fums  advanced  to 
their  officers  as  aforefaid  : 

That  all  commifiioners  of  claims  or  accounts  be  impovvered 
to  adminifter  oaths  or  affirmations  to  perfons  examined  by  them 
in   the  execution  of  their  office  : 

That  accounts  received  by  the  auditor  general,  or  in  his  ab« 
fence,  the  affiftant  auditor,  from  the  commiffioners  of  claim* 
agreeably  to  a  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  13th  of  March  laftr 
be  approved  by  them  refpedively,  before  fuch  accounts  are  re- 
ported to  Congrefs,  Th« 
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That  all  .pay  rolls  of  the  militia  which  fliall  be  tendered  to 
Congrefs  or  the  board  of  treafury  for  payment,  be  referred  for 
examination  and  adjustment  to  the  commiflioners  of  claims;  and 
reports  thereon  fliall  be  made  to  the  treafury  board,  who  ap- 
proving thereof,  fhall  iffue  their  warrants  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  fame  on  the  paymafler  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  all 
refolutions  heretofore  pafTed,  which  are  repugnant  to  this  mode 
of  fettlement  and  payment,   be  repealed. 

Whereas  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  pafTed  on  the  5th  of  No- 
rember,i776,  it  is  directed,  "  That  allaccounts  forfervice  done, 
or  articles  fupplied  the  northern  army,  fliall  be  prefented  to  the 
commiflioners  for  fettling  accounts,  and  that  fo  much  thereof 
as  fhall  be  approved  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  general, 
be  paid  by  his  warrant  on  the  paymafler  :"  And  whereas  doubts 
have  arifen  whether  by  the  faid  refolution  it  is  not  required  of 
the  general  to  enter  into  the  detail  and  examination  of  the  faid 
accounts,  to  enable  him  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  eommif- 
fioners,  and  fuch  duty  being  in    time   of  war  impracticable  ; 

Refohed,  therefore,  That  fo  much  of  all  the  accounts  above 
defcribed  as  fhall  be  approved  by  the  commiflioners,  and  not 
objefted  to  by  the  general,  fhall  be  paid  by  his  warrant  in  the 
manner  the  faid  refolution  prefcribes. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  commiflioners 
for  fettling  the  public  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  northern  and 
middle  departments  while  they  reflectively  continue  in  that 
office,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  dollars  a  day. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  governor  Johnfon  of  Maryland, 
inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  faid  governor  to  James 
Nicholfon,  captain  of  the  Virginia,  and  of  captain  Nicholfon/s 
anfwer,    being    received,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
and  that  they  report  thereon  to-morrow. 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  order  cap- 
tain Nicholfon  to  difmifs  all  the  men  he  has  impreffed,  and  not 
to  depart   with  the  frigate  till    further  orders. 

Refohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  dpr'd  30,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Morris- 
town,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  brigadier  general 
M'Dougal,  and  fundry  other  intelligence  refpe&ing  the  enemy's 
inarching  to  Danbury,  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  commiffary  general  on  the  means  of  obviating  the  ill 
confequences  that  may  enfue  from  the  lofs  of  the  provifions  at 
Danbury.  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
*nd    Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hunter, 
the  fame  being  in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour  drawn  by  general 
Wafhington  on  William  Palfrey,  efq;  paymafter  general,  for  re- 
cruiting a  company  on  continental  eftablifhment,  dated  the  26th 
of  April,  1 7V7,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  faid  William  Palfrey,  efq;:ire. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  on 
the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Duer, and  Mr.  Burke. 
Refo/ved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  executive  power  of  the  ftate   of  Pennfylvania,  on    the 
general  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  Hate  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Rumfey. 

Refohed,  That    100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  for  public  fcrvice,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 
The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  eommiflary  gene- 
ral brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  report  be  fent  to  general 
Wafhington  by  general  Schuyler,  with  the  reafons  on  which  the 
fame  is  founded  ;  and  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  report  as  relates 
to  the  removal  of  provifions  from  Derby,  Salisbury,  Canaan  and 
Sharon,  and  the  magazines  from  which  the  armies  are  to  be 
fupplied,  be  delivered  to  the  quarter-mafter  and  commiffary  ge- 
neral, with  orders  to  take  meafures  for  carrying  the  fame  into 
execution,  if  approved   by  general   Wafhington. 

Refo/ved,  That  one  thou  fan  d  head  of  fat  Cattle  be  imme- 
diately purchafed  in  the  eaftern  ftates  and  fent  without  delay 
into  Ulfter  county,  to  be  there  difperfed  among  the  inhabitants 
with  orders  to  keep  up  their  flefh  witii  hay,  corn  or  otberwife, 
until  they  can  be  turned   to  grafs. 

Refohed,  That  if  the  enemy  attempt  to  penetrate  up  Hudfon'a 
river,  all  the  wheat  that  can  be  collected  in  Duchefs  county, 
and  in  the  manor  of  Livingfton,  Claverick,  and  Kinderhook 
diftricls,  be  removed  into  the  north  weftern  parts  of  Connecticut 
and  the  weftern  parts  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  and  that  ft  be  re- 
commended to  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New- York  to  dire& 
the  mode  of  doing  it. 

Refohed,  That  the  legiflatures  of  the  eaftern  ftates  be  defired 
to  recommend  and  point  out  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  fuch 
mode  as  to  them  (hall  feem  beft  calculated  to  afford  the  mod 
early  fupply  of  grafs  fattened  cattle,  for  the  ufe  of  the  armies 
of  the  United   States. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  deliver 

500  bufhels  offalt  to  fuch  perfons  as  the  quarter  matter  general 
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fhall  appoint  to  receive  the  fame,  and  that  ft  be  immediately 
fent  into  UHter  county,  to  be  divided  and  lodged  at  the  dif- 
ferent magazines  of  provifions  to  be  foimed  there 

Refohed,  That  major  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  fend  a 
proper  officer  to  batten  the  march  of  the  Carolina  continental 
troops  fuppofed  to  be  now  on  their  way  to  head  quarters  ,  that 
the  fhid  troops  halt  at  Dumfries,  Colchefter  and  Alexandria,  in 
Virginia,  there  to  pafs  through  inoculation  ;  which' the  hofpital 
furgeons,  lately  difpatched  from  this  city  to  Dumfties,  are  di- 
rected to  fee  effected  with  the  greateft    difpatch. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,. 
adjourned    to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,   May   t,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  of  April  from  Ephraim  Blaine,  efquirt,. 
Was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  held  at 
Newbern,  for  the  port  of  Beaufort*  in  the  Hate  or  North-Caro- 
lina, on  fae  libel  "  James  Coor,  &c.  vs.  the  brigantine  Hannah,. 
&c.''  being  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  appeals. 

Refohed,  That  fifty  blank  commiflions  for  private  fhips  of  war> 
with  an  equal  number  of  Jnflructionsand  rcfolutions  of  Congref* 
for  taking  or  deflroying  the  veffels  of  the  fubjf  £ts  of  Great- Bri- 
tain, be  delivered  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmltted  to  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  Fiance. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  revife  the  com- 
miffions  for  private  fhips  of  war,  and  the  inff.ru6t.ions  heretofore 
given  to  the  commanders  of  the  faid  fhips,  and  report  fuch  alter- 
ations and  amendments  as  they  judge  proper  to  be  made  therein. 

Refohed,  Tliat  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing  com- 
miffioners for  the  courts  of  Vienna,   Berlin  and  1  ufcany. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  laft 
month  from  governor  Johnfon,  the  copy  of  the  faid  governor's 
letter  to  capt.  James  Nicholfon,  and  capt.  Nkholfon's  anfwer ; 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  never  countenance  or  fup- 
port  any  continental  officer  in  violating  the  laws  of  any  flate  or 
treating  its  magiftrates  with  contempt. 

Refohed,  That  captain  James  Nicholfon  be  fufpended  from  all 
command  In  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  until  he  fhall  have 
made  fuch  fatisfaction  as  fhall  be  accepted  by  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for  the  difrefpecHul  and  contemp- 
tuous letter  written  by  him  to  the  governor  of  that  flate. 

Refohed,  That  captain  James  Nicholfon  be  ferved  with  a  co- 
py of  the  faid  refolutions,  and  that  in  cafe  he  fhall  not  wlthirr 
five  days  after  he  hath  been  ferved  with  the  faid  copy,  make  the 

fatisfadtioa 
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fatisfac"tion  required,  he  be  difmiffed   from  Iiis  command  from 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  give  the  necef- 
fary  orders  for  immediately  difmiffing  the  men  impreffed  by  cap- 
tain Nicholfon. 

A  letter  of  the  ;oth  of  April  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
fundry  papers  in^lofed,  refpe&ing  the  enemy's  expedition  to 
Ddiibury,   was  read  : 

Ordered  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  letters  received 
yefterday  on  the  fame  Inbject,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  governor  Johnfon  has,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congrefs  of  April  1 9th,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  therein  expreffed,  detained  colonel  Richardfon's  battalion, 
two  companies  of  which  are  now  in  Philadelphia  on  their  way 
to  general  Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  companies  proceed  to  the  army,  and 
that  governor  Johnfon  be  empowered  to  replace  them  by  detain- 
ing two  companies  of  the  weaken:  Maryland  battalion  remain- 
ing in  that  ftate. 

A  petition  from  Patrick  Colvin,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  22,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Jo- 
feph  Borden,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the 
ftate  cf  New- [erLy,  in  favour  of  William  Palfrey,  efquire,  pay- 
rnafter  general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  ; 

*'  That  there  is  due  to  Jofeph  Ward,  efquire,  for  his  Services 
as  fecretary  to  major-general  Ward,  while  he  had  the  command 
in  Maifachufetts-Bay,  as  follows  ;  from  the  20th  of  April,  1 775  # 
to  the  2d  of  July  following,  73  days;  and  from  the  30th  of  March, 
1776,  to  the  26th  of  September  following,  180  days,  making  in 
the  whole  253  days,  at  33  dollars  per  month,   274.24  dollars. 

To  David  Kerr,  late  s  prifoner  of  colonel  Montgomery's  bat- 
talion of  the  flying  camp,  for  his  pay  from  the  time  he  was  taken 
prifoner  till  his  return,  one  month  and  twenty  days,  1  2  dollars  : 

To  Andrew  Elder,  late  a  corporal  in  the  above  ba'.talion,  for 
his  pay  while  a  prifoner,  and  which  is  claimed  by  his  father,  one 
month  and  23  days,   12.86  dollars : 

To  colonel  Henry  Haller,  for  the  balance  of  the  pay  roll  of 
his  battalion  of  Pennfylvania  forces  of  the  flying  camp,  the  fum 
of  ^.1380  :  18:0:  12 : 

To  fundry  foldiers  of  the  faid  battalion  who  were  taken  pri- 
foners  and  have  fince  returned,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
faid  H.  Haller,  £.683  :  13  :  10,  equal  to  1823.16  dollars,  both 
funis  making  5505.52  dollars." 

R  *  Ordered,. 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  funis  be  paid. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brownfon  have  leave  of  abfencc. 
Ordered,   That  Mr.  Thornton  have  leave  to  return  home. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  1G  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,    May  2,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wulcott  have  leave  of  Ccngrefs  to  return 
to  Connecticut. 

Ordered.  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Con- 
necticut for  the  ufe  of  th.it  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  224  1-2  dollars  be  advanced  to  Morgan  Alex- 
ander, captain  in  the  2d  Virginia  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  ; 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Chriftopher,  jun  and  Charles  Mar- 
shall, for  fundry  medicines  and  chirurgical  inftruments  fupplied 
by  them  for  the  ufe  of  different  battalions  of  continental  forces, 
the  fum  of  4551. 4b  dollars: 

"  To  doctor  George  Glentworth,  for  fundry  medicines  fup- 
plied the  fick  of  captain  Doyle's  company  in  continental  fervice, 
the  fum  of  28. 4S  dollars  : 

"  To  doctor  Frederic <  Phile,  for  fundry  medicines  adminif- 
tered  by  him  to  feveral  battalions  of  continental  forces,  the  fum 
of  13  J  2.33  dollars.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  all  mufter  rolls  directed  to  be  taken  be  fworti 
to  before  fome  general  officer  of  the  army,  or  in  the  abfence  or 
a  general  officer,  before  the  commanding  officer  of  the  poll 
where  the  mufter  is  made,  or  fome  civil  magiftrate  in  thefe 
United  States;  and  a  certificate  thereof  be  made  on  the  back 
of  each  roll  in  the  words  following,  "  We  do  fwear  that  the 
\vithin  mufter  roll  is  a  true  ftate  of  the  company  without 
fraud  to  thefe  United  States,  or  to  any  individual,  according 
to  our  bell  knowledge."  A.  B.  C.  D.  lieutenant  or  enfign. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  this  day  of  E. 

Refohed,  That  each  deputy  mufter  mailer  deliver  to  the  de- 
puty mufter  mafter  general  of  his  department,  one  certified  copy 
of  all  muiler  rolls,  by  which  the  latter  fhall  make  the  abftra&s 
required  frcm  him. 

Refnlved,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  mufters  and  his  depu- 
ties, fhall  take  an  oath  of  office  and  fidelity  to  thefe  United  States. 

Refolded,  That  in  the  abfence  of  the  commander  in  chief  from 
any  department,  the  deputy  mufter  matters  fhall  be  appointed 
by  the  commander  in  that  department. 

Refoived,  That  the  muftering  officers  be  empowered  and   di- 
rected to  require  of  the  officers,   whofc  troops  are  muftered,  any 
papers  or  vouchers  relative  to  tlie  inlittment  and  mufter. 
*  *  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  1600  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
John  Hawkins  Stone,  of  the  fir  11  Maryland  battalion  ;  and  the 
fum  of  io')6.2-3  dollars  to  lieutenant  colonel  Thomas  Woolford 
of  the  fecond,  lor  the  ufe  of  their  refpettive  battalions  ;  they  to 
be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  major  general  and  a  brigadier  general  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Congrels  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  major  general,  and  briga- 
dier general  Benedict  Arnold  was  elected. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier  general  be 
poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  acU 
journed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  May  3,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  885.1-3  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
delegates  of  Maryland  tor  the  ufe  of  the  detachment  of  colonel 
Richardfon's  battalion,  which  is  ordered  to  join  the  army  under 
the  immediate  command  ot  general  Wafhington  ;  and  that  the 
faid  fum  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Oruered,  That  too,ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  fofeph  Trum- 
bull, efquire,  commiftary  general,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
eonfidcration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved.  That  Chriftopher  Ludwick  be  appointed  fuperin- 
tendant  of  bakers,  and  director  of  baking  in  the  grand  army  of 
the  United  States  ;  that  he  have  power  to  licenfe,  with  the  ap- 
probation cf  the  commander  in  chief,  or  officer  commanding  at 
any  principal  poft,  all  perfons  to  be  employed  in  this  bufinefs, 
and  to  regulate  the  pay,  making  proper  report  of  his  proceed- 
ings, and  ufing  his  belt  endeavours  to  rectify  all  abufes  in  the 
article  of  bread  : 

That  no  perfon  be  permitted  to  exercife  the  trade  of  baker 
in  the  faid  army  without  fuch  licenfe  ;  and  that  he  receive  for 
his  fervices  herein,  an  allowance  of  75  dollars  a  month  and  two 
i-ations  a  day. 

Refolved,  That  John  Belton  be  authorifid  and  appointed  to 
fuperintend  and  direct  the  making  or  altering  of  one  hundred 
mufquets,  on  the  construction  exhibited  by  him  and  called  "  the 
new  improved  gun,"  and  that  he  receive  a  reafonable  compenfa- 
tion  for  his  trouble  and  be  allowed  alljuft  and  neceftary  expences. 

Refolved,  That  Chriltjan  Mankey  receive  a  commifiion  as  firlt 
lieutenant,  and  George  Shoffuer  as  fecond  lieutenant,  in  captain 
John  Paul  Shott's  independent  company  ;  and  that  the  faid  com- 
miffions  bear  date  the  4th  of  February  lad,  the  time  they  were 
appointed  to  act  by  the  captain,  in  coaicquence  of  orders  from 
general  Wafhington,  Gt-Jtredt 
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Ordered,  That  the  farther  confiderati  on  of  the  report  be  poftr 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

Re/o/ved,  That  Chriftian  Frolock  be  appointed  a  fecond  lieu- 
tenant in  captain  Selim's  company,  of  major  OttendorfPs  corps. 

Refolved,  That  another  brigadier  general  be  appointed  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  two 
brigadiers  be  poftponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury   reported, 

"  That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Hartley, 
commanding  one  of  the  fixteen  additional  battalions,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  regiment,  on  the  application  of  major  Lewis  Bum,  the 
fum  of  6000  dollars  ;   the  faid   colonel  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  colonel  David  Hall,  com- 
manding the  battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed  in  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  6oco  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Paul  Shott, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  independent  company,  the  fuin  of  300  dollars ; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Samuel  Griffith,  for  the  expen- 
ces  of  feven  men  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  as  a  guavd  for 
money,  37  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  12  cords  of  wood  and  fawing,  deliver- 
ed for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,   1 3 1  dollars  : 

To  James  Jackfon,  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Henry  Haller,  for 
pay  as  a  private  from  the  15th  of  December  to  the  24th  of  Ja- 
nuary, when  he  returned  from  New-York,  and  his  mileage  from 
thence,  9.79  dollars  : 

To  Styner and  Cift,  printers,  for  printing  the  addrefs  of  the 
affembly  for  the  ftate  of  New-York,  in  German,  loco  copies, 
and  for  paper,   39.39  dollars  : 

To  Lewis  Weifs,  for  tranflating  the  faid  addrefs  into  Ger- 
man,   16  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  York  county  in  Pennfylvania,  for  the 
board  often  prifoners  from  the  3d  of  July  to  the  2_:d  of  No- 
vember, 19  weeks,  at  one  dollar  per  man  per  week,  a  balance 
of  1  >;o  dollars  : 

To  Nathaniel  Donnel,  as  commifiary  of  mutters  for  the  mili- 
tia, for  pay  from  the  16th  of  July,  1776,  to  the  25th  of  March, 
>777>  eight  months  and  nine  days,  at  40  dollars  a  month,  and 
for  250  days  rations,  at  4  rations  a  day,  both  amounting  to 
421.54  dollars  ,-. 

To  William  Smith,  late  a  captain  in  the  6th  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion commanded  by  colonel  Irwin,  on  the  balance  of  his  feve- 
ral  accounts,   1799.89  dollars  : 

To  William  Rippey,  late  a  captain  in  the  fame  regiment,  on 
his  feveral  accounts,    1561.68  dollars  : 

To  captain  Hay.  for  a  balance  of  feveral  accounts  againft  his 
company  in  the  laid  regiment,  960  dollars  :  To 
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To  captain  Jeremiah  Talbot,  for  a  balance  on  his  account 
againft  bis  company  in  the  faid  regiment,  1233.6  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  whenever  an  account  with  the  United  States 
mail  be  fettled  by  any  of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts,  returned 
to  and  approved  by  the  board  of  treafury,  and  by  them  reported 
to  and  confirmed  by  Congrefs,  the  board  of  treafury  fh  ill  be  au- 
thorifed  to  give  the  accountant  a  fufHcient  difcharge  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  the  commiifijnersfor  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army 
in  the  northern  deparment,  have  produced  to  the  treafury  board, 
among  other  accounts  adjufted  by  them,  a  general  account  of  the 
receipts  and  difburfements  of  major  general  Schuyler,  and  a  fepa- 
rate  account  of  the  difpofal  of  fpecie  remitted  to  him  by  Ccngrefa 
and  otherwife,  for  carrying  on  the  military  operations  in  Cana* 
da  :  That  the  laft  mentioned  account  has  at  general  Schuyler's  im- 
mediate requeft,  been  examined  by  the  board  of  treafury,  with 
the  feveral  vouchers  :  That  it  appears  to  this  board,  that  before 
'general  Schuyler  was  fupplied  by  Congrefs  with  any  fpecie  at  all, 
he  fent  into  Canada  for  the  public  fcrvice  more  than  3250  dol- 
lars in  fpecie  ;  that  lie  fent  fuch  farther  funis  in  fpecie  into  Cana- 
da raifed  on  his  private  credit,  that  when  the  army  retreated 
irom  thence,  he  was  in  advance  upwards  of  the  value  of  io,Ooex 
dollars  in  fpecie,  above  what  he  had  been  fupplied  with  by  Con- 
grefs ;  that  to  reimburfe  his  friends  who  had  lent  him  the  faid 
-  fpecie,  he  after  the  retreat  from  Canada,  drew  out  of  the  military 
cheft  feveral  fums  in  fpecie,  with  which  it  was  fupplied  after  fuch 
retreat ;  but  that  he  remains  upon  the  final  fettlement  of  the  faid 
account  in  advance  for  the  public  in  fpecie,,  upwards  of  the  value 
of  3250  dollars  more  than  he  ever  received  in  fpecie,  having  talc- 
en  continental  money  in  payment  thereof;  That  it  further  ap- 
pears from  the  faid  account  and  vouchers,  that  none  of  the  fpecie 
fupplied  to  him  by  Congrefs  before  the  retreat  from  Canada, 
remained  in  his  hands  more  than  two  days,  the  fame  being  de- 
livered over  to  the  deputy  paymafter  general1. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the  fame 
be  publifhed. 

Refolv'd,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  the  election  of 
eommiffioners  of  the  navy  in  the  four  New-England  ftates. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  5,  1777. 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Carter  the  fum  of  1380 
dollars,  the  fame  being  in.  full  of  a  bill  of  exchange  in  his  favour, 
dated  at  Albany,  March  24,  1777,  and  drawn  by  John  Pierce, 
j;un.  affiftant  paymafter  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.    deputy  paymafter  general; 
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in  the  northern  department,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  fai'd  bilL 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Mi- 
chael Hillegas,  efquire,  treafurer,  at  Baltimore,  in  favour  of  Jo» 
nathan  Hudfon,   for  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  from  Elias  Boudinot,  inclofing 
a  counterfeit  thirty  dollar  bill,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Tnat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury., 

Congrels  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  articles  of  confede-' 
ration  as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  after 
debate  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ltate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  ;   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rumfay  have  leave  of  abfence. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed* 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    May  6,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Waihington,  and  one  of  the 
to.th  of  April  from  general  Gates,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  ;  and  that  they  be  directed  to  fend  a  copy  thereof 
to  general  Waihington,  and  inform  him  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
Congrefs  that  he  forward  with  all  convenient  difpatch  two  troops 
of  horfe  to  general  Gates. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takes 
into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Jo- 
feph  Clarke,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  Hate 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  favour  of  Daniel  Tillinghall,  efquire,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  (hips  of  war  in  that  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John  Lawrence, 
efquire.  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of  Connec- 
ticut, in  favour  of  Barnabas  Deane,  for  the  ufe  of  the  (hips  of 
war  in  that  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Nathaniel  Ap- 
pleton,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Curbing,  efquire,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  navy  in  that  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  Nicholas  GiK 
man,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of 
New-Hampfhire,  in  favour  of  John  Langdon,  efquire,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  (hips  of  war  in  that  ftate. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  an  ex- 
tra£t  of  a  letter  of  the  2;  ft  of  April  from  general  Heath  at  Bof- 
ton,  was  read  ; 

Orders!,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs 
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Congfefs  resumed  the  confidcration  of  the  report  from  th< 
board  of  war  of  the  29th  of  April;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  he  drawn  on  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  in  favour  of  the  prefident  of  the  council  of  the 
faid  (late,  for  2000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  John  Allen, 
cfq.  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  caftern  department,  for  the 
iervice  of  that  department ;  the  faid  Mr.  Allen  to  be  accounta- 
ble for  the  expenditure. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted* 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  board  of  afliftants  to 
the  marine  committee,  in  the  eallern  department;  andlhcbal- 
loti  being  taken, 

William  Vernon,  James  Warren,  and  John  Defhon,  efquiresj 
were  eleded. 

Refohed,  That  the  f*id  board  be  empowered  to  employ  a 
elerk  with  afalary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 
"  That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  William  Jteily, 
for  the  ufe  of  a  detaehment  of  colonel  Carvil  Hall's  regiment 
from  Maryland  on  their  march  to  join  general  Wafhingten,  the 
fum  of  60  dollars  }  colonel  Hall  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  coramiflionera 
of  accounts,  for  the  payment  of  fuch  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops 
as  having  been  taken  in  Canada  and  releafed  on  their  parole, 
/hall  apply  for  the  fame,  the  fum  of  3C0  dollars  ;  the  eommiffi- 
oners  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  colonel  Marfhall,  of  the 
3d  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment,  the  fum 
of  500  dollars  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Gunning  Bedford,  for  his  pay  as  mufter 
matter  general,  fr«m  the  17th  of  September,  1776,  to  the  1 2th 
of  April,  1777,  being  6  month*  and  2u  days,  at  40  dollars  per 
month,  274.60  dollars  ;  for  his  rations,  206  days  at  4  rations 
a  day  is  824  rations,  at  eight-peace ;  73.23  dollars  ;  the  whol* 
amounting  to  347.82  dollars  : 

To  brigadier  general  Tliompfon>  f  j?  his  pay  from  the  msntb; 
•f  December  laft.  to  April  inclufive,  being  hSre  months,  at  125 
dollars  per  month,  625  dollar*  : 

To  Frederick  Kelhopper,  for  fundry  meals  fupplied  men  of 
colonel  Wood's  battalion,  8.30  dollars." 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  committee  on  the  trtafury  brought  in  a  farther*  report, 
which  was  taken  into  eoniideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  appointment  of  Meffrs.  James  Calhoon  and 
William  Young  by  the  board  of  treafury  at  Baltimore,  after  the 
adjournment  of  Congrefs  from  that  place  to  Philadelphia,  as 
fuperintendants  of  the  prefs,  be  confirmed  by  Congrefs. 
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Refohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Maryland  be  de- 
fired  to  appoint  fuperintendants  of  the  prefs  in  the  room  of  fuch 
as  (hail  difcontinue  in  that  office,  and  return  their  names  to 
Congrefs,  together  with  their  qualifications,  agreeable  to  a  form 
in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  fuperintendants. 

Refohed,  That  any  continental  officers,  being  in  Baltimore  on 
their  march  to  the  camp  at  the  time  when  money  is  ordered  by 
Congrefs  to  Philadelphia,  (hall  at  the  requed  of  tlje  treasurer 
efcort  the  fame,  and  detain  a  fufficient  guard  for  this  purpofe  for 
a  time  not  exceeding  three   days- 

Ordered,  That  400,000  dollars  be  forthwith  paid  to  the  board 
of  war,  to  be  by  them  fent  to  the  paymaiter  general,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  treafurer  pay  to  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  au- 
ditor general,  the  fumof500,ooo  dollars,  to  be  draughted  out 
of  his  hands  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Bajeu  de  Porte  was  re,ad. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed,  ad- 
journed to  so  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,     May  7,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  6th  from  j.  M'Kinley,  prefident  of  the  (late 
of 'Delaware,  and  a  memorial  from  major  general  Schuyler,  were 
read  : 

.     Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  prefident  M'Kinley  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

It  having  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  fund ry  pieces  of 
cloth  were  taken  by  the  order  of  general  Washington  from  John 
Hart,  efquire's,  fulling  mills  in  the  month  of  December  la  11 ,  to 
prevent  the  fame  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
that  part  olthe  faid  cloth  was.  in  the  polTeffion  of  the  quarter 
matter  general,  and  part  tiled  for  the  public  fervice, 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter  mailer  general  and  his  deputies 
deliver  to  John  Hart,  efquire,  all  fuch  cloth  as  he  or  they  may 
have  in  their  polTeffion,  taken  from  Mr.  Hart's  fulling  mills  near 
Rockey-hill  in  New  Jerfey,  in  December  lad  ;  and  alfo  account 
and  pay  for  all  the  cloth  taken  from  thence,  which  has  been  ufed 
and  cannot  be. delivered. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  1266  2-3  dollars  be  advanced  to 
Uriah  Forreft,  major  ol  the  3d  Maryland  regiment,  for  the  ufe 
of  fuch  part  of  the  faid  regiment  as  is  under  his  command  ;  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on 
Nathaniel  Appleton,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for 
the  date  of  JVlafTachufetts-  Bay,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
commiffary  general,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ref'/ved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  general 
Schuyler  be  poflponed  till  to  morrow.  The 
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Tlie  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  wh'ich  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  the  confideratiun  thereof  be  pcii  pone'd"  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  other  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpon- 
ed,,  adjourned    to  10  o'clock  to-monuw. 

Thursday,  May  8,  1777.' 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  Thomas  Smith,  efq  comrhif- 
fioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  Mate  of  Pennfylva'nia,  for  ico,ooo 
dollars ;  and  another  for  2c, ceo  dollars  on  the  continent?!  trea- 
furer  at  Baltimore,  both  in  favour  of  James  Me:afe,  clothier  ge- 
neral, for  the  public  ferrice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nelfon  have  leave  to  return  to  Virginia, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efquire,  Comrnifia- 
ry  general,  with  an  account  referred  to  him  inclofed,  was  read  • 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea fury. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  governor  Livingfton  at  Hattonfield, 
to  doftor  Witherfpoon,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  re- 
queuing a  guard  cf  25  or  30  continental  troops,  for  purpofes 
therein  mentioned  ;  whereupon, 

Rsfo'ved,  Th3t  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  fend  to  governor  Livingfton  at  Hattonfield,  in  New-Jerfey,  a 
guard  of  25  or  30  continental  troops,  under  proper  officers,  to 
be  under  the  command  and  direction  of  the  faid  governor.  Li- 
vingiton.  '  ; 

The  fecret  committee  having  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  let- 
ters and  papers  received  by  the  Amphitrite,  arrived  at  Pcrtf- 
mouth,  from  France,  and  the  fame  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  furnifh  the  board  of  war 
with  eopies  of  the  invoices  of  military  Mores  and  entrenching 
tools,  with  a  lift  of  the  French  officers  and  copies  of  their  agree- 
ments with  Mr.  Deane,  in  order  that  the  faid  board  may  give 
the  neceifary  directions  relative  thereto  ; 

That  the  faid  committee  furnifa  the  clothier  general  with  co- 
pies of  the  invoices  of  all  clonthing  and  articles  that  relate  to  his 
department,  that  he  may  give  the  proper  orders  relative  thereto  : 

That  the  board  of  war  fend  copies  of  the  invoices,  agreements 
and  lilt  of  the  officers,  with  copies  of  their  orders  relative  to  the 
fame,  to  general  Washington. 

That  the  fecret  committee  give  fiich  directions  relative  to  the 
Ampl/.tnte,  and  other  French  ihips  employed  in  bringing  Mores 
from  France,  as  they  mall  judge  molt  likely  to  promote  the 
public  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  ].  Langdon  be  empowered  to  advance  to 

the  French  officers  arrived  in   tne'it'ate  of  New-Hampfhire,  with 

whom  Mr.  Deane  has  contraftcd,   fuch  funis  of  money  as    may 

•  be  neceflary  for  their  fubfulence,  ar.d  to  enable  them  to  proceed 

S  2  to 
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to  fuel)  poft$  and  places  as  they  may  be  ordered  to  by  genera! 
Wafnington  ;  and  tranfmit  an  account  of  the  money  fo  advanced 
to  the  paymafter  general. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  memorial  from  major 
general  Schuyler  ;   whereupon, 

Refolded,  That  the  explanation  given  in  major  general  Schuy- 
ler's memorial  of  the  expreffions  ufed  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  of 
February  laft  to  Congrefs,  is  fatisfadrory ;  and  that  Congrefs 
entertain  now  the  fame  favourable  fentiments  concerning  him 
which  they  entertained  before  that  letter  was  received. 

Jt  being  reprefented  that  the  (landing  committee  for  hearing 
and  determining  appeals  is  too  numerous  : 

Refolded)  That  the  laid  committee  be  difcharged,  and  that 
»  new  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  they  or  any  three  of  them 
to  hear  and  determine  upon  appeals  brought  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  \Vilfon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr   33urke. 

Re/oived,  That  Mr.  C'iymer  be  difcharged  from  ferving  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in  order  that  he  may  be  ena- 
bled to  give  attendance  at  the  board  of  war. 

Refohfd,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war. 
i     The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll. 

Re/ohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  cf  treafury  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Walton. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  fell  icoolb.  of  fulphur 
to  Mr.  Wifner,  and  1000  lb.  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  powder  mills. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewtl,  for  the  maintenance 
of  ftate  prifoners  from  the  2 1  ft  of  February  to  the  1 1  th  of  April, 
including  fire-wood  and  candles,  14. ho  dollars,  the  balance  of 
bis  account : 

To  captain  Thomas  Rodney,  for  pay,  fubfifter.ee  and  mileage 
of  a  volunteer  company  from  the  Delaware  ftate,  424.8  dollars  : 

ToCasfar  Rodpey,  efq.  for  his  pay  and  rations  as  brigadier  ge- 
neral, from  the  6th  of  January  to  the  6th  of  March,  314  dollars  : 

To  lieutenants  M'Kinnan,  Cox,  Brattan,  and  Duff,  of  the 
Delaware  battalion,  commanded  by  colopel  Hall,  for  1 1  days 
in  going  to  Lancafter  and  returning  as  an  efcort  to  prifoners 
{ent  from  hence,    1 15.18  dollars  : 

To  James  Gillingham,  for  two  chefts  and  letter  cafes  made 
for  the  treafury  office,  27.30  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant  Thomas  Houfton,  for  the  pay  of  a  company  of 
Bucks  county  militia,  in  colonel  Kirkbride's  battalion,  1 15.69 
dollars : 

To  Thomas  Plunket,  for  the  expence  of  himfelf  and  a  guard 
with  money  from  Baltimore  to  this  city,  and  for  their  expences 
returning,  £9.89  dollars ;  T* 
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To  lieutenant  William  Bird,  of  the  3d  Pennfylvania  regi- 
ment, for  a  balance  of  pay  between  the  ift  of  March,  1776, 
and  the  5th  of  January,    1777,    109.30  dollars  : 

To  doctor  Thomas  'endrey,  for  his  extraordinary  fervices 
in  New-Jerfey,  50  dollars  : 

To  Reuben  Smith,  for  5  days  fervice,  taking  a  lift  of  medi- 
cine in  Woodbury,  Connecticut,    I  (.7  dollars: 

To  John  Brick,  for  expences  paid  for  two  fick  privates  of 
colonel  Seely's  battalion  of  New-Jerfey  militia,  22.36  dollars : 

To  do&or  John  Griffith,  for  medicine  and  attendance  on  fun- 
dry  fick  foldicrs,   38  45  dollars  : 

To  William  Hurrie,  for  fundry  expences  he  paid  while  at- 
tending Congrefs,  8.12  dollars  ;  and  for  36  days  attendance  as 
doorkeeper,  from  the  10th  of  March  to  the  ift  of  May,  at 
cne  dollar  a  day,   36  dollars  : 

To  Captain  Thomas  Hanfon,  for  mileage  of  his  company 
of  Maryland  flying  camp  from  Philadelphia  to  Charlefton,  Ma- 
ryland,  200  miles  out  and  home,   391.10  dollars:'' 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  reported  the  draught  of  a 
new  commiilion  for  commanders  of  private  fhips  of  war,  and  a 
bond  to  be  given  by  them,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  form  of  the  commiflion  is  as  follows  : 
In     CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- Ifland,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania.  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  all  unto  whom  thefe 
prcfents  (hall  come,  fend  greeting.  Know  Ye,  That  we  have 
granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant  licence  and  authority  to 
,  mariner,  commander  of         called  the  ,  of  the  bur- 

then of  ,  mounting       carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by 

men,  to  fit  out  and  fet  forth  the  faid  in  a  warlike  manner,  and 
by  and  with  the  faid  and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms 
to  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fhips  and  other  veffels  whatfoe- 
ver,  carrying  foldiers,  arms,  gun-powder,  ammunition,  provifi- 
ons  or  any  other  contraband  goods  to  any  of  the  Britifh  armies 
or  fhips  of  war  employed  againft  thefe  United  States  :  And  alfo 
to  attack,  feize,  and  take  all  fhips  or  other  veffels  belonging  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  or  to  any  fubjeft  or  fubjefts 
thereof,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  ladings,  on  the 
high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  marks  (the  fhips  or 
veffels,  together  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant 
or  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  Providence,  and  the  Bahama  iflands, 
and  fuch  other  fhips  and  veffels  bringing  perfons  with  intent  to 
fettle  and  refide  within  any  of  the  United  States,  or  bringing 
arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  (lores  to  the  faid  ftates,  for  the  ufe 
ihereof ;  which  faid  fhips  or  veffels  you  fhall  fuffer  to   pafs  un- 

mole  ft  ed 
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molcfied,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable  fcarch, 
<and  giving  Satisfactory  information  of  the  contents  of  the  ladings, 
and  destination  of  the  voyage,'  only  excepted :)  and  the  Said  fhips 
or  veffels  fo  apprehended  as  afovefaid.  and  as  prize  taken,  toar- 
ry  into  any  port  or  harbour  within  tiie  domain. ns  of  any  neutral 
ilate  willing  te'  admit  the  fame,  or  into  any  pori  within  ttoeffaid 
United  States,  in  order  that  the  courts  there  infituted  to  he^r 
and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime,  rn?,y  proceed  in  due 
form  to  condemn  the  faid  captures,  if  they  he  adjudged  lawful 
prize  ;  or  othsmdfe.acccording  to  the  ufage  in  fuch  cafes  at  the 
port  or  in  the  (late  where  the  fame  fhall  be  carried.  The  faid 
having  given  bond  with  Sufficient  furetits,  that  nothing  be 
done  by  the  faid  or  any  of  his  officers,  marines,  01  company 

thereof,  contrary  to  or  inconfiftent  with  the  uiage    and   cullom. 
of  nations     and  that  he  fhall  not  exceed  or    tranfgrefs  the  pow- 
ers and  authorities  contained  in  this  cemmiffion.     And    we  will 
and  require  all  our  officers  whatsoever  in  the  Service' of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  give  fuccour  and  affiftance  to  the  faid  "in  the 
premifes.     This  commiffion  fiiall  continue  in  force  until  the  Ccn- 
grefs  fhall  iffue  orders  to  the  contrary.     Dated  at 
By  order  of  Congrefs, 
•  ■  Atteft,.      -                                                                      Prefider,:. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     May >  g,   1777. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conhderation  ;   whereupon, 

Refofoed,  That  a.  reward  of  twenty- four  dollars -be  paid  to 
every  non  commiffioned  officer  or.  foldieu  who  fhall  come  over 
with  his  arms  from. the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  22,336  2-3  dollars. be  drawn  on 
Jofeph  Clarke,  efq.  commiffioner  of  the  loan  o$fide  for  the  State 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  favour  of  Daniel  Tillingbalt,  1  Squire,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  James  Meafe,  efq.  clothier  general  ; 
the  fame  being  in  full  for  clothing,  purchafed  by  the  faid  Daniel 
Tillinghaft  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  2319  2-3  dollars  be  advanced  to 
Samuel  Ewing,  paymafter  of  the  2d  Mar)  land  battalion  of  con- 
tinental troops,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Rc/olved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  executive  powers  of 
each  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  requesting  them. to  tranfmit 
to  Congrefs  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  authenticated  copies 
of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonftrances  that  were  lent 
to  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  refpecting  Ameri- 
can grievances,  between  the  firfl;  of  January,  1764.,  and  thefirft 
of  September,  1774,  inclufive,  with  the  anfwers  to  fuch  if  any 
laave  been  received.  The 
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The  committee  on  the  treafu.ry  reported  : 
««  That  there  is  due  to  John  Jarvis,  for  the  pay  of  a  company 
of  Bucks  county  militia  in  colonel  Kirkbride  s  battalion,  between 
the  28th  of  December  and  the  27th  of  March,  461.67  dollars: 
To  captain  Stephen  Porter,  for  balance  of  pay  and  mileage 
of  a  company  cf  Philadelphia  county  militia,  between  the  17th. 
of  December  and  the  4th  of  February,  79.81  dollars  : 

To  captain  Francis  Nichols,  for  difference  between  the  pay 
of  a  lieutenant  and  captain,  from  the  1  ft  of  January  to  the  1  r  th 
of  November,    1776,    109  dollars  : 

To  James  Milkgan,  John  Carter  and  John  Wells,  for  their 
pay  as  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  army  accounts  in  the  north- 
ern department,  from  the  26th  of  July  to  the  9th  of  May  in- 
clufive,  287  days,  at  four  dollars  ea.h  per  day,  3444.  dollars." 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohul,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
are  deeply  concerned  at  the  many  reports  they  conftantly  receive 
of  the  miftnhaviour  of  great  numbers  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
in  neglecting  to  fettle  with,  or  designedly  withholding  xhe  pay 
of  the  foldiers,  whereby  the  greatell  injuries  accrue  to  ouvcaufe 
by  occafioning  difcontents  and  defertions  among  the  foldiers  a 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  to  cftablifh  a  court  of 
enquiry,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  their  men,  to  conhft  of  general  officers  only  ;  and  that 
the  paymafters  furnifh  the  faid  court,  or  any  perfon  or  perfona 
authorised  by  them,  with  accounts  of  all  monies  paid  to  officers 
for  the  payment  of  their  regiments,  troops  or  companies  ;  and 
if  any  officrr  or  officers  (hall  be  found  delinquent  in  the  payment 
of  the  men  under  their  command,  fuch  officer  or  officers  be  dif- 
mificd  with  infamy,  and  accounts  of  their  mifconduft  transmit- 
ted to  the  itates  wherein  they  were  appointed  ;  in  order  that 
the  faid  officers  be  profecuted  at  law  as  peculators  and  public 
plunderers,   for  any  Jum  or  funis  they  may  be  found  in  an  ear. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  fevcral 
ilates  to  obferve  great  caution  in  fettling  the  terms  on  which  the 
militia  ffialPbe  excufed from  perional  fervice.  ar.eeably  to  the 
refoive  of  •Congrefs  of  jthe  14th  day  of  April  la  ft  ;  the  meafure 
therein  recommended  having  been  found  by  experience  fubjecl 
to  :great-tabules  and  inconveniencies. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Wade,  and  one  from  John  Lawrie, 
Michael   Mount  and  Jacob  Kendrickfon,   were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  thecom- 
miflary's  department. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  abfence  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

The  feveral  maUers  to. this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 
■adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow.  Saturday, 
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Saturday,    May  10,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  fain  of  4000  dollars  be  paid  to  John  An* 
derfon  or  order,  an  J  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  George 
Morgan,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  colonel  G  Morgan's  draught 
in  favour  of  the  faid  John  Anderfon,  dated  Fort  Pitt,  Februa* 
ry  12,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  J.  M'Kinley,  prefident  of  Delaware  j 
one  of  the  2d  from  major  general  Gates  at  Albany  :  and  one  of 
the  2?  d  of  April,  from  colonel  H.  Crawford  at  Fort  Pitt ;  alfd 
the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  30th 
of  April,  1777,  on  the  trial  of  captain  Lang,  with  gen.  Schuy- 
ler's difapprobation  thereof,  delivered  at  head-quarters,  Phila- 
delphia, May  the  Qth  ;  and  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial 
lield  at  Philadelphia,  May  the  5th,  and  approved  by  general 
Schuyler,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court-martial,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
capt.  Gamble,  a  prifoner  at  Princeton,  and  particularly  of  doc- 
tor Stappleton,  who  has  been  permitted  to  attend  capt.  M'Pher- 
fon,  a  prifoner  of  the  17th  Britifh  regiment  at  the  fame  place  : 
That  they  write  to  governor  Livingfton  relating  to  the  conduct 
of  the  faid  doctor  Stappleton,  and  tranfmit  to  general  Wafli- 
ington  the  refult  of  their  enquiries,  and  defire  him  to  give  fuclt 
orders  refpecling  the  faid  doctor  as  may  be  confident  with  the 
laws  of  nations  and  the  public  weal ;  and  that  they  give  ordtrs 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  faid  officers  and  doctor  from 
Princeton  and  the  line  of  communication. 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  maj.  George  Lyne, 
•f  the  1 2th  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Refohed,  That  the  cafe  of  the  foldiers  of  the  7th  Virginia  re* 
giment,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  defired  to  re- 
port whether  any  cloaths  are  to  be  allowed  to  them* 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  corps,   500  dollars  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  (hould  be  advanced  to  James  Hunter,  paymafter 
to  the  4th  Pennfylvania  battalion  of  continental  troops,  2000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  the  faid  paymafter  to 
be  accountable. 

That  there  is.  due  to  Philip  Melon,  late  a  private  in  captain 
Rippey's  company  of  the  6th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  for  a  rifle 
gun  taken  by  the  enemy,   13.60  dollars: 

To  William  Millegan,  late  a  private  in  captain  Talbot's  com- 
pany of  the  6th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  for  his  pay  from  Auguft 
the  1  ft  to  the  20th  of  March,  1777,  being  7  months  and  2» 
davs,  at  6  2  3  dollars  per  month,  51.10  dollars:" 

Qrderedt  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The. 
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The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Monfieur  Armand  have  a  commiflion  with 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  that  he  be  diiecled  to  repair  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington. 

That  Monfieur  Malmedy  be  promoted  to  the  rank,  and  have 
the  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  fervice   of  the  United   States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned    to   10  o'clock  on    Monday. 

Monday,  May    1  2,   1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  St.  Clair  at  Bedford,  and 
a   petition    from    Ebenezer    Hazard,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  on: 
the  poft-  office, 

A  petition  from  Simon  Edwards  and  others,  pilots  at  Lewis- 
town,  was   read  : 

Ordered)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  em- 
ploy the  Amphitrite  as  an  armed  vefTel  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  bell  terms  they  can  make  with  the  captain, 
and  to  allow  him  for  his  owners,  himfelf  and  crew,  fuch  fhare 
of  the  prizes  by  her  taken  as  (hall  be  agreed  on  between  them. 

Congrefs  proceededito  the  election  of  two  brigadiers  general, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Jedediah  Huntington,  and 
colonel  Jofeph  Reed,  were  elefted. 

The  committee  on  the  poft  office  to  whom  the  petition  of 
Mr.  E.  Hazard  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into   confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  all  poft- matters,  poft-riders,  and  perfons  im- 
mediately concerned  in  conducting  the  bufinefs  of  the  poft- 
office^  ought  to  be  exempted  horn  all  military  duties  ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  different  dates  to 
exempt  fuch  perfons  accordingly. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  governor  Trumbull  was   read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  being  made  refpedting  general    Schuyler  : 

Ordered,  That    it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  gth  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  copy 
of  one  the  30th  of  November  laft  from  Silas  Deane,  brought 
by    colonel  Conway,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  thi   faid  committee  ; 

The   member  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll. 

Ordered,  That  1 000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Matthew 
Irwin,  to  enable  him  to  raife  the  eompany  to  whi(ih  he  is  ap- 
pointed by  general  Wafhington,  in  one  the    fixteen  regiments 

Vol.   III.  T  Refohed, 
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v     . 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on  appeals  be  authorifed  t» 
appoint  a  regifter  to  attend  the  fair!  committee. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed,  ad- 
journed   to  10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  13,  1777. 
Ordered,  That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Craig  of 
the  light  horfe,  for  the  ufe  of  his  troop  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  inquire  into  the  truth  of  a 
report,  that  captain  Craig  has  inlifted  into  his  troop  fome  de- 
ferters  and  prifoners  from  the  enemy,  and  that  they  take  fuch. 
meafures  as  are  confident  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  and 
the  public  fervice. 

A  letter  of  the  10th  and  one  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafh- 
ington  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who 
are  directed  to  fend  to  the  board  of  treafurya  copy  of  fuch  parts 
thereof  as  relate  to  the  accounts  of  the  army. 

Sundry  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  by  colonel  Conway,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon 
Refolved,  That  another  brigadier  general  be  appointed  : 
The  ballots    being  taken,  Thomas   Conway,  knight  of  the 
order  of  St    Louis,  was  elected. 
The  board  of  treafury  reported  : 

'*  That  they  have  examined  the  late  general  Montgomery's 
^accounts  tvith  the  United  States  ;  major  general  Schuyler's  ac- 
counts down  to  the  20th  of  March  lafl:  ;  the  accounts  of  Jona- 
than Trumbull,  jun.  efq;  paymaster  general  of  the  northern  de- 
partment, to  the  28th  of  January  ;  and  the  aceounts  of  Walter 
Xiivingfton,  efq;  deputy  commiffary  general  fcr  the  faid  depart- 
ment, as  refpeftively  reported  to  them,  and  fettled  and  adjuiled 
by  the  commiffioners  of  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  faid  depart- 
ment ;  and  that  they  approve  of  the  fettlement  and  adjustment  of 
the  faid  refpective  accounts  by  the  commiffioners."  Whereupon 
Refolved,  That  the  faid  report  ftand  confirmed. 
Refolved,  That  the  feveral  purchafing  and  iffuing  deputy  or 
affiftant  commiiTaries  in  the  northern  department,  fettle  andad- 
juft  their  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  ifTues,  with 
the  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  the 
faid  department. 

Refolved,  That  every  warrant  of  a  general  officer,  having  au* 
thority  to  draw  on  the  military  cheft,  or  paymafler  or  deputy 
paymafter  general  in  any  department,  (hall  fpecify  the  particu- 
lar fervice  or  account  for  which  the  fame  fhall  be  drawn,  in  order 
to  unable  the  treafury  board  and  commiffioners  of  accounts  to 
snake  the  proper  charges  and  to  dojultice  to  t  he  public. 

Refohed^ 
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Refohed,  That  col.  Hartley's  accounts  be  referred  to  the  com- 
nnittuHers  for  examining  claims  againfl:  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  report  thereon  fpecially. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  R.  Yates,  at  Albany,  inclofing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Peane,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  ; 
V  That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Stevens,  for  four  rifles  deliver- 
ed to  captain    H.  Stevenfon,  for  the    life   of  his  rifle  company, 
55.30  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  captain  Stevenfon. 

To  Walter  Shee,  for  fuperintending  the  printing  and  rolling 
prefs  for  the  loan-office  certificates,  twenty-fix  days,  at  two 
dollars  a  day,  52  dollars  : 

To  Leonard  Klem,  for  the  half  ferriage  of  troops  over 
Coneftoga  Creek,  36.35  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Mucer  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Clajon,  fecretary  t» 
major-general  Gates,   200  dollars  on  account  of  his  pay." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  films  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  for 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the 
libels  of  Jofeph  Stanton,  &c.  and  Samuel  Champlin,  &c.  againfl: 
the  fehooner  Two  Brothers,  being  lodged  with  the  fecretary, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  after 
debate, 

Refohed,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a;-port,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolded,  That  general  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  enquire 
into  the  cafe  of  major  Campbell,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment, 
and  if  his  commiffion  which  was  ordered  him  by  the  refolution 
of  Congrefs  of  the  21  ft  January  lad  was  out  of  courfe,  that  the 
general  be  empowered  to  fettle  all  difputes  between  the  faid  ma- 
jor Campbell,  and  all  the  other  officers  belonging  to  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  concerning  rank  ;  and  that  the  faid'  commiffion,  if 
the  general  fhall  fo  determine,  be  rendered  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  the   quarter- 
mailer  general,  the  linen  in  their  hands  fit  for  tents. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    May  ijl,   1777. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  complaint  lodged  with  the  marine 
committee  againfl:    commodore    Hopkins,  be  delivered    to  Mr. 
Ellery,  for  the   faid  commodore  Hopkins. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry 
papers  iiiclofed,  was  read  : 

T  2  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  lame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign applications. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer  at  Baltimore,  in  favor  of  Robert  Cummins,  for  fup- 
plying  provifions  to  the  troops  paffing  through  that  town  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Cummins  be  directed  to  make  up  his 
accounts,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  commiffioners  for  claims 
at  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  make  no  farther 
purchafes  without  the  fpecial  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  war  reported  :  "That  they  have  enquired  into 
the  fituation  of  captain  Craig's  troop,  and  find  there  are  no  de- 
ferters  from  the  enemy  or  prifoners  of  war  therein  : 

That  the  Virginia  foldiers  who  ferved  in  the  continental  army 
laft  winter  under  general  Wafhington,  mould  be  allowed  cloaths 
agreeable  to  the  general's  direction,  in  confideration  of  the  hard- 
ships they  endured,  and  the  fervices  they  have  rendered. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  upon  a  reprefentation  to  them 
made  by  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  treafury  banknotes  for  prizes  which  fhall  be 
drawn  in'the  firft  elafs  of  the  United  States  lottery  of  the  deno- 
minations required  by  the  fcheme,  be  immediately  prepared  by  the 
board  of  treafury  ;  that  the  faid  notes  be  in  the  form  following  : 

Number.  Collars.  Number. 

Dollars.      THE  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  them- 

f elves  to  he  indebted  to  in 

»  dollars,  being  for  a  prize  of  that  value  drawn  in  the 

«  .  United  Slates  lottery,  which  they  promife  to  pay  to  the 
w  w*      faid  or  bearer,  an  the  day  of 

"2  C  with  interefl  annually  at  the  rate  of  f cur  per  cent,  agree- 
*2  i-3  ao^e  t0  a  refolution  of  the  United  States,  pajfed  the  t'tgh- 
(9  teenth  day  of  November,    1 776. 

That  fuch  notes  be  figned  by  Michael  Hillegas,  efq.  treafurer 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  his  fon  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  coun^ 
terfigned  by  any  one  of  the  manager,  of  the  lottery,  and 
numbered  from  number  one   progreffively  ; 

That  the  cafh  prizes  in  the  three  firft  claffes  of  the  lottery 
fhall  be  paid  by  the  managers,  and  the  treafury  bank  notes  for 
the  other  prizes  iffued  by  them  : 

That  the  pre-emption  of  fuch  tickets  in  the  next  fucceeding 
clafs  as  fhall  not  be  renewed  within  the  time  limited  in  the  fcheme 
pf  the  lottery,  fhall  be  granted  to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in 
the  preceding  clafs,  according  to  the  order  of  their  application  ; 

That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  be  di- 
rected 
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rected,  in  cafes  of  doubt  or  flifficulty,  to  apply  for  advice  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  who  arc  impowered  and  directed  to  give  the 
faid  managers  fuch  advice  and  directions  refpe&ing  the  draw- 
ing and  conducting  the  buiinefs  of  the  faid  lottery  as  they 
fhall  judge  prudent  and  expedient. 

A  petition  figned  Scth  Sweetfer,  town  clerk,  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Charleftown,  in  Maflachufetts-Bay,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr. 
J.    B.   Smith. 

The  committee  on  the  commiflary's  department  brought  in 
a   report,  which  was    read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  the  quarter- 
mailer's   department  ;    whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  quarter-mafter  general  of  the  army  be  au- 
thorised and  impowered  to  appoint  one  commiflary  of  forage  for 
the  army,  and  one  for  each  of  the  military  departments  thereof, 
with  fuch  and  fo  many  forage  mafters  as  he  fhalljudge  ueceiTary. 

2.  That  the  duty  of  the  commiflary  of  forage  fhall  be  to  pur  < 
chafe  fuch  quantities  of  forage  and  ftore  the  lame  in  fuch  ma- 
gazines as  the  quarter-mafter  general  or  deputy  quarter-mafter 
general  of  any  department  ihall  from  time  to  time  orderand  direct. 
That  the  commhTaries  fhall  conform  thtmfelves  in  making  pur- 
chafes  to  fuch  rules  and  regulations  as  fhall  be  prefcribed  to 
them  by  the  quarter-mafter  general  or  deputy  quarter-mafter 
general  of  the    department  to  which  they  fhall  feverally  belong. 

3.  That  all  forage  purchafed  by  any  commiflary  of  forage  and 
delivered  into  any  magazine,  fhall  be  received  by  the  forage- 
mafter  thereunto  appointed,  who  fhall  give  his  receipt  for  the 
fame,  fpeeifying  the  fort,  quantity,  and  quality,  as  a  voucher 
for  the  commiflary  of  forage,  to  be  by  him  produced  to  the 
quarter-mafter  general  or  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  of  the 
department  in  fupport  of  his  account. 

4.  The  commiflaries  of  forage  fhall  make  a  monthly  return  to 
the  quarter-mafter  general  or  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  of 
the  department,  of  all  forage  by  them  purchafed,  fpeeifying  to 
what  forage  mafter,  and  into  which  magazine  the  fame  was  de- 
livered, that  the  forage-mafter  may  ftand  charged  therewith. 

5.  No  forage  mafter  tovwhofe  care  any  magazine  of  forage 
fhall  be  committed,  fhall  iflue  any  part  thereof  unlefs  by  a  written 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
department,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  poll  where  fuch  ma- 
gazine may  be  eftablifhed,  the  quarter-mafter  general  or  deputy- 
quarter-mafter  general  of  the  department,  or  one  cf  hisaffiftants, 
the  waggon-mafter  general,  or  any  other  waggon-mafter  ;  fuch 
orders  to  fpecify  for  whofe  ufethe  forage  is  intended  ;  and  every 
fuch  .order  to  be  filed  by  the  fovage-mafter,  and  a  regular  entry 

thereof 
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thereof  made  in  a  book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  purpofe,  as  a 
voucher  for  the  expenditure  of  the  forage  by  him  received. 

6.  The  forage  mailers  fnall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  quar- 
ter-mailer general  and  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  of  the  de- 
partments they  belong  to  of  the  (late  of  their  magazines,  fpeci- 
fying  the  quantity  left  in  ilore  at  the  firfl  and  every  fu creed- 
fng  return,  the  quantity  received  fince  the  !aft  return,  the  ex- 
penditure fince  fuch  return,  and  what  remains  on  hand. 

7.  Ana  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  there  is  a  neceffity 
to  detain  hired  carriages,  the  owners  .whereof  were  jto  find  their 
own  forage,  far  beyond  the  time  for  which  the  owners  thereof 
agreed  to  ierve,  and  who  if  their  own  forage  is  expended  muft 
have  recourfe  to  the  public  magazines  ;  it  is  refolved,  that  fuch 
perfons  fo  detained  and  become  deititute  of  forage, fnall  upon  the 
\vritten  order  of  any  of  the  officers  mentioned  in  the  fifth  refo- 
Iution,  be  fupplied  out  of  the  public  magazines  ;  and  the  wag- 
gon mailer  before  he  figns  the  difcharge  for  aBy  fuch  hired  car- 
riage fnall  direct  the  forage-mailer  to  indorfe  thereon  the  quan- 
tity, fort  and  quality,  of  the  forage  furniflied  fuch  perfon,  that 
the  fame  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  due  to  the  owner 
of  fuch  hired  carriage  ;  all  which  deductions  (hall  by  the  quarter- 
mafter  general  or  deputy  quarter- matter  general  of  the  depart- 
ment, be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  forage- mailers  accounts 
who  fhall  have  fumimed  the  forage. 

8.  If  the  commiiTary  of  forage  in  any  department  mould  be 
ordered  to  procure  fuch  large  quantities  of  forage  as  to  render  it 
impoffible  for  him  to  do  it  without  afltllance,  the  quarter-mafier 
general  or  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  of  the  department  {hall 
direct  one  or  more  of  his  affiftants  to  aid  the  commiffary  of  forage 
pointing  out  the  diilricts  in  which  they  are  feverally  to  purchale, 
that  one  may  not  enhance  the  price  by  bidding  above  another. 

9.  Whereas  notwithftanding  the  orders  that  have  been  from 
time  to  time  iffued  by  general  officers  of  our  army  to  prevent  the 
lofs  and  embezzlement  of  intrenching  tools  and  other  military 
llores,  great  wafle  hath  been  made  ;  to  prevent  which  for  the  fu- 
ture, it  is  refolved,  that  every  commiiTary  ef '.lores,  flore  keeper, 
or  perfon  to  whofe  charge  and  care  any  military  {lores  of  what 
kind  foever  (hall  be  committed,  {hall  pafs  his  receipt,  and  {land 
charged  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  and  fnall  not  iiTue  any 
of  them  without  taking  a  receipt  for  the  fame,  the  receiver  pro- 
mifrag  to  be  accountable  :  and  if  any  perfon  having  received  any 
fuch  {lores  ihalllcfe  or  embezzle  the  fame,  the  commiiTary,  {lore- 
keeper,  or  perfon  by  whom  they  were  delivered,  fnaii  charge 
him  with  the  value  thereof,  and  tranfm.it  a  copy  of  fuch  charge 
to  the  paymafter  general  or  deputy-paymaftev  general  of  the  de- 
partment, who  is  to  charge  the  fame  to  the  pay-mailer  of  the 
corps  fuch  perfon  may  belong  to,  unlefs  it  {hall  appear  that  filch 
lofs  happened  without  any  blaroeable  negligence  oromiffion  :  and^ 

if 
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if  any  perfon  in  the  continental  fervice  (hall  fell  or  otherwife  drf- 
pofe  of  any  (lores  committed  to  his  care'  without  a  written  order 
for  fo  doing  iffucd  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  department,  or  by  a  general  officer  comman- 
ding at  a  feparate  poll,  lie  (hall  be  puniihed  for  theft. 

10,  The  waggon- mailer  general  of  die  army,  or  waggon-mafter 
in  any  of  the  departments  thereof,  (hall  receive  from  t.he  quarter- 
mailer  general,  or  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  of  any  depart- 
ment, all  Inch  hoifes,  cattle,  and  carriages  as  the  fervice  may 
require;  and  neither  the  waggon-mafler  general,  nor  any  other 
waggon-mailer  lhall  on  any  account  preiume  to  purchafe  any 
horfes,  cattle,  or  carriages  for  the  public  fervice  without  the 
exprefs  order  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  department,  the  quarter-matter  general  or  deputy  quarter- 
mailer  general  of  a  department';  nor  lhall  the  waggon -mailer 
general  or  any  other  waggon-mailer  hire  any  horfes,  cattle  or 
carriages,  unlefs  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  or  by  that  of  an 
affiilant  deputy  quarter-mailer  general.  . 

1 1,  The  quarter-mailer  general  fhall  appoint  fuch  affirmants  and 
make  fuch  arrangements  for  conducting  the  bufjnefs  of  hisdepart- 
mentas  to  him  and  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  commander 
of  the  departments  (hall  feem  moll  conducive  to  the  public  weaJ; 
and  a  copy  of  fuch  arrangement  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  af- 
firmants, commiiTaries  of  forage,  waggon-  mailers,  forage-mailers, 
and  clerk  of  the  feveral  departments  lhall  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
board  of  war:  and  every  affiilant  of  the  quarter-mailer  general  of 
the  army,  and  every  affiltant  of  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general 
of  the  feveral  departments  thereof  lhall  make  monthly  returns  of 
every  article  of  what  kind  foever  that  may  be  in  or  at  any  of  the 
forts,  encampments,  magazines,  or  places  iirthe  ditlridt  committed 
to  his  care  to  the  deputy  quarter-matter  general  of  the  depart- 
ment, noting  what  is  good,  what  is  reparable,  and  what  is  unfit 
for  farther  (ervice,  in  feparate  columns ;  from  which  returns  the 
deputy  quarter-mailer  general  lhall  make  one  general  return,  in 
which  lhall  be  fpecified  the  total  of  all  the  articles  in  every  diitridi 
within  his  department  ;  one  copy  whereof  lhall  be  monthly  tranf- 
mitted to  the  board  of  war,  one  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  department,  and  one  to  the  quarter  mailer  general;  from 
which  returns  the  quarter- mailer  general  lhall  make  out  a  general 
return,  fpecifying  what  is  in  each  department  and  every  dfftrifS: 
thereof;  one  copy  wrhereof  lhall  be  monthly  tranfmitted  to  the 
board  of  war,  one  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  one  to  the 
commander  of  each  department. 

1 2.  Every  affiltant  quarter- mafter,  commifTary  of  forage,  wag- 
gon-mailer general,  forage-ma  iter,  and  every  other  pevfon  em- 
ployed in  the  quarter-ma  iter  general's  branch,  who  fhall  negletl 
or  refufe  to  make  fuch  monthly  returns,  fhall  be  difmilfed  the 
fervice  by  the  quarter-mailer  general  or  the  deputy  quarter- 
mailer 
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mafter  general  cf  the  department  to  which  fuch  delinquent  be- 
longs. 

13.  And  in  order  that  all  deputy  quarter-  matters  geheral  and 
afii Rants  may  make  their  returns  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
that  great  confufion  which  has  heretofore  arifen  from  a  want  of 
method,  the  quarter-mafter  general  is  to  furnifh  his  deputies  with 
a  form,  copies  whereof  they  are  to  deliver  to  the  affiftants  and 
to  every  perfon  in  the  quarter-mailer  generals's  branch  who  may 
be  called  upon  for  a  return. 

1 4.  The  quarter-mafter  general  and  the  deputy  quarter-mafters 
general  in  the  feveral  departments  {hall  have  full  power  and  be 
authorifed  with  the  confent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  com- 
mander of  the  department,  to  difmifs  any  perfon  by  them  em- 
ployed who  fhall  refufe  or  negledt  any  duty  enjoined  by  the  fore- 
going refolutions,  or  any  other  duty  he  may  be  charged  with, 
and  to  appoint  others  in  the  Mead  of  fuch  as  may  be  difrniffed. 

15.  The  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  our  armies,  and 
the  commander  of  any  department  thereof,  fhall  be  allowed  as 
much  forage  for  their  horfes  and  thofe  of  their  fuit  as  the  fer- 
vice  may  require. 

1 6-  A  major-general  and  a  brigadier-general,  not  having  the 
command  of  a  feparate  department,  fhall  each  be  allowed  forage 
for  fix  horfes  for  themfelves,  their  aids  de  camp,  or  brigade- 
majors  and  fervants. 

17.  The  commander  in  chief  and  the  commander  in  any  fe- 
parate department  fhall  be  authorifed  to  allow  fuch  quantities  of 
forage,  and  for  and  during  fuch  times  as  they  fhall  think  proper 
to  the  quarter  mafter  general  and  his  deputies,  to  the  mufter- 
mafter  general  and  his  deputies,  the  chief  engineer  and  his 
affiftants,  the  commifTary-general  and  his  deputies,  the  dire&or- 
general  of  the  hofpital,  his  fubs  and  furgeons-general,  to  the 
adjutant-general  and  his  deputies,  to  the  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels,  majors,  adjutants,  quarter-mafters,  and  furgeons  of 
regiments,  and  to  provofts  martial,  or  to  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the 
before  mentioned  officers  and  their  deputies  as  the  fervice  fhall 
neceflarily  require ;  provided  always,  that  if  any  of  the  officers 
above  mentioned,  their  deputies  or  affiftants,  fnould  be  allowed 
forage  in  confequence  of  any  general  orders  hereafter  given,  and 
fhould  neverthelefs  not  keep  any  or  fo  many  horfes  as  they  would 
be  permitted  to  draw  forage  for,  in  fuch  cafe  no  forage  fhall  be 
ifiued  for  more  horfes  than  they  really  have,  nor  fhall  they  at 
any  time  thereafter  be  allowed  any  forage  as  back  allowance  or 
any  money  in  lieu  thereof. 

18.  A  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  fhall  be  appointed  to  each 
department  and  one  to  each  grand  divifion  of  the  army;  the  rank 
of  the  former  to  be  that  of  a  colonel,  of  the  latter  that  of  a 
Jieutenant-cclonel. 

19.  The 
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19.  The  quarter-mafter  general  with  the  approbation  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  commander  in  any  feparate  department, 
•fhall  appoint  a  competent  number  of  deputy  quarter-maftera 
general,  a  waggon-mafter  general,  and  fo  many  waggon- mailers 
as  the  fervice  from  time  to  time  requires,  and  make  a  return  to 
the  board  of  war  of  the  names  of  the  perfons  fo  appointed, 

20.  Refolved,  That  major-general  Mifflin  be  allowed  for  his 
fervice  as  quarter-mafter  general  166  dollars  per  month,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  pay  as  major-general. 

That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  of  a  grand 
divifion  of  the  army  be  75  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  pay  of  an  affiitant  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  be 
40  dollars  per  month, and  that  he  have  the  rank  of  captain: 

That  the  pay  of  a  waggon-mafter  general  be  75  dollars  per 
month : 

•    That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  waggon-mafter  general  be  50  dol- 
lars a  month : 

That  the  pay  of  abarrack-mafter  general  be  75  dols.  a  month : 

That  the  pay  of  a  waggon-mafter  or  conductor  of  waggons  b« 
40  dollars  a  month  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  forage-mafter  be  40  dollars  a  month. 

Ordered^  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  quarter- 
mafter  general  for  the  public  fervice,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable; and  that  the  fame  be  paid  by  an  order  in  his  favor 
on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  150,000  dollars,  and  by  another  order  in  his  favour  on 
the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut 
for  50,000  dollars. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported  : 

f'j  That  there  is  due  to  colonel  Lewis  Dubois,  for  the  pay  of 
his  battalion  of  New-York  forces,  the  fum  of  2757.9  dollars: 

To  captain  Zephaniah  Lott,  for  pay  and  mileage  of  a  com- 
pany of  Bucks  county  militia  in  colonel  Kirkbride's  regiment, 
271.30  dollars: 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  fundry  exprefles  he  paid  by  order 
of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  437.36  dollars: 

To  William  Alexander,  late  a  captain  in  the  7th  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  for  balance  of  pay  and  fundry  other  charges,  513.63 
dollars : 

To  captain  James  Wilfon,  of  the  6th  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
for  the  balance  of  his  pay-roll  and  fundry  other  charges,  640.76 
dollars  : 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Beyer,  for  pay  of  himfelf  and  other 
field  officers  of  colonel's  Levan's  battalion  of  Berk's  county 
militia,  31 1  dollars  : 

To  George  M'Candles,  to  be  paid  by  Gillam  Taylor,  for 
keeping  continental  horfes  at  Baltimore,  99.57  dollars : 

Vol.  III.  U  To 
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To  William  Tricket,  for  Stationary  fupplied  by  him  to  the 
president  of  Congrefs  and  board  of  war,   13918  dollars.'' 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to    10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,     May   15,  1777.  . 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  Jofeph  Belton  was  read,  requiring 
an  extraordinary  allowance  for  his  new  invented  gun. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  difmiffed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Col.  Thomas  Hartley, 
17,800  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  contracts  he  has  made 
under  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  war  and  the  commit- 
tee of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  for  arming  and  cloathing  the 
battalion  under  his  command  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  177,70  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  clerk  of  the 
board  of  war,  for  four  months  falary,  commencing  10th  Janu- 
ary laft. 

That  the  fum  of  790,57  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of 
war  and  ordinance,  for  public  fervice. 

A  memorial  from  John  Dorfey  and  others,  furgeons  of  the 
mips  and  vefiels  of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ;  alfo  a  peti- 
tion from  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy,  and  a  petition  from  Ben- 
jamin Marfhall  and  Thomas  Search,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  prepare  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs with  all  poffible  difpatch,  an  eftimate  of  the  public  expences 
for  the  prefent  year,  diftinguifhing  in  fuch  eftimate  the  expence 
of  the  commiffary,  quarter-matter  and  barrick-mafter  general, 
and  the  medical  department  ;  and  that  they  confer  with  the 
marine  board  and  with  major  general  Schuyler  on  this  fubject. 

Rsfohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  prefent  yearj 
and  that  they  confer  on  this  fubjecT:  with  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Wi- 
therfpoon. 

Refohed,  That  major  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  annex 
captain  Burke's  independent  company  to  colonel  Patton's  regi- 
ment, until  general  Washington  (hall  direft  otherwife. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

*'  That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Shitz,  for  thirty-five  reams  of 
paper  for  continental  certificates,  350  dollars : 

To  Henry  Tvi6t,  a  private  in  captain  Hay's  company  of  the 
6th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  for  a  rifle  gun  belonging  to  him  loft 
in  the  public  fervice.  14.30  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Crifweil,  for  two  months  and  ten  days  pay  due  to 
Cuaiks  Crook,  a  private  in  captain  William  Armftrong'scompany 
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«f  colonel  Montgomery's  regiment  of  flying  camp,  which  Crook 

was  an  apprentice  to  the  faid  Crifwell,  and  taken  at  Fort  Wafh. 

ington  the  16th  November,  and  died  at  New- York  26th  Jaou- 

ary,  15-50  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  for  35,100  dollars  be  drawn  on  Na- 
thaniel Appleton,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  loan -office  in  the 
Irate  of  MaiFachufetts-Bay,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Nathaniel  Ap- 
pleton ;  the  fame  being  in  full  of  two  orders  drawn -by  Abraham 
Livingfton  and  William  Turnbull,  on  R.  Morris,  in  favour  of 
the  faid  N.  Appleton,  one  dated  at  Bofton,  March  5,  1777,  for 
20,100  dollars,  the  other  dated  at  the  fame  place,  March  17, 
1777,  for  15,000  dollars;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  James  Meafe,  clothier  general. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  requefted  the  direction  of  Cou- 
grefs  relative  to  prifoners  of  the  flying  camp,  to  enable  the  com- 
miffioners  of  claims  to  fettle  fcveral  accounts. 

Refolded,  That  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  flying  camp  who 
were  taken  prifoners,  and  releafed  by  the  enemy  on  their  parole, 
or  who  made  their  efcape,  be  allowed  pay  to  the  time  of  their 
return  home. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  to  con- 
fider  whether  any  allowance  and  how  much  ought  to  be  made  to 
the  faid  prifoners  for  rations,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  every  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  fol- 
dier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  fhall  on  any  pretence 
whatever  prefume  to  take  out  of  any  ftable,  pafture,  park,  or 
carriage,  any  horfe  or  horfes  belonging  to  the  public,  or  any  be- 
longing to  private  perfons  actually  employed  in  the  public  fer- 
vice, without  having  authority  fo  to  do  by  written  order  of  the 
'  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  of  any  department,  the 
commanding  officer  of  any  poll  where  fuch  horfes  may  be,  the 
quarter- matter  general,  or  any  of  his  deputies  oraffiftants,  or  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  or  any  detachment  thereof, 
who  may  give  order  for  taking  of  horfes  affigned  to  that  corps 
only,  fuch  orders  to  fpeeify  the  particular  fervice  for  which  fuch 
Tiorfe  orhorfes  are  taken,  fhall  be  for  fuch  offence  as  foon  as  may 
be  brought  to  a  general  court  martial,  and  if  the  fact  is  proved 
to  the  fa'tisfaction  of  the  court,  the  commander  in  chief,  or  other 
general  officer  having  given  order  for  fuch  court  martial  to  con- 
vene, fhall  upon  conviction  immediately  difmifs  from  the  fervice 
fuch  offender,  if  an  officer,  unlefs  from  fome  circumftances  the 
commander  in  chief  or  fuch  general  officer  fhall  fee  caufe  to 
pardon  the  offence ;  and  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  private, 
he  fhall  order  fuch  corporal  punifhment  to  be  inflicted  as  he  may 
think  proper,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  lafhes,  unlefs  frem 
fome  circumftances  the  commander  in  chief  or  fuch  general  of- 
ficer fKall  fee  caufe  to  pardon  the  offence. 

V  2  A  petition 
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A  petition  from  James  Norris,  with  two  affidavits  inclofed, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be.  referred  to. general  Wafhington.  . 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   May   16,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  and  one  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafh- 
ington.  and  one  of  the  15th  from  major  general  Putnam,  were 
read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Mr.  Fro  ft,  a  .delegate  from  New-Hampfhire,  attended  and 
pr@duced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment ;  which  were  read 
as  follows  :  .  , 

i  "  State  of  New:* Rampftiire,  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
April  1 ,  1777.  .Yoted-ar.d  reiolved,  that  major  general  Natha- 
niel PYslfom,  and  the  honorable  George  Frolt,efq;  be  and  hereby 
are  choien  and  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  this  Mate  in  the 
Continental  Conjgrefs  for  one.  year  next  enfuing,  with,  all  fuch 
•powers  and  autjjf.itities.  as! .the- delegates  heretofore  appointed  by 
this  fiate  have  had  and  exercifed. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.     John  Dudley,  fpeakcy  pro  tempore. 

In  council,  the, fame  day  read  and  concurred.  Atteft.  E. 
Thornpfcn,  fecretary." 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Stephen 
Jvloylan,  for  the  fervice  of  his  regiment  of  light  horfe  ;  he  to  be 
accountable,  for  the  expenditure. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  town  of  Charlef- 
town  was  referred,  reported  :  *'  That, they  have  duly  attended  to 
the. feveral  fa&s  fet  forth  in  the  faid  petition,  and  while  they 
lament  the  dhtr-eiTed  condition  of  the  petitioners,  reduced  from 
tmueiice  and  eafe  to  want  and  penury- by  the  calamities  of  war, 
they  regret  the  inability  of  the.  United  States  to  afford  the  foli- 
'cited  relief.  Though  the  efiimation  of  the  damages  fuftained 
may  be  very  moderate,  and  the  great  and  early  fuffer.ings  of, the 
inhabitants  of  Charleitowrt  intitle  them  to  particular  attention  ; — 
yet  tin  committee  apprehend,  that  if  Congrefs  were  to  pay  that 
'.valuation,  claims  much  more  exteniive  and  of  a.fimi'ar  nature 
will  be  made  by  other  fufferers,  and  fubject  the  United  States  to 
the  payment  g&j&tW&fiff  money,  which  in  the  prefent  exigency 
of  iheir  affairs  cannot  be  fpared  from  the  fupport  of  the  prefent. 
juft  and  ncceflary  war." 

P.efohed.  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

'Refolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  commiffary's  department 
be  impotvered  to  adminifler  oaths  or  affirmations  to  perfons  exa- 
mined by  them. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  being  read  and 
debated;  the  determination  thereon  was  at  the  retpieft  of  a  flate 
ponpoaed  till  to-morrow.  The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to  -morrow. 

Saturday,    met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mo  N  d  A  y,  May    19,   1777- 

A  letter  of  .the    16th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
efq.  commiffary  general  for  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clymer  and  Mr.  Wilfon  have  leave  of  ah- 
fence  ;  the  former  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the  latter  to 
tranfacl:  fome  private  affairs. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  John  Glover  for  leave 
to  return  home  to  his  friends  in  England  : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  return  in  a  continental  veffel 
by  the  way  of  France. 

Refolded,  That  Mrs.  Graydon  be  permitted  to  go  to  New- 
York  to  fee  her  fon,  a  prifoncr,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  general  Wafhington  mail  direft.  » 

Refolved,  That  captain  Thomas  Webb  be  considered  as  a  pri- 
foner  of  war ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  deal 
with  him  as  they  fhall  judge  confident  with  the  public  weal. 

A  petition  from  Nathaniel  Forfter,  of  Cape  May,  in  behalf 
of  himfelf  and  dive'rs  other  inhabitants  of  the  faid  cape,  was 
read  ;  praying  to  be  fupplied  with  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
a  fuitable  quantity  of  ammunition,  for  the  defence  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  cape,  and  protection  of  vefiels  that  may  be  there 
driven  afhore  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  fupply  the  petitioners 
with  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  that  the  board  of  war  fupply 
them  with  a  fuitable  quantity  of  ammunition. 

A  letter  from  governor  Johnfon  to  the  marine  committee, 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  9th  from  Wil- 
liam Aylet,  efq.  at  Willamfburgh  ;  one  of  the  17th  from  Jona- 
than Hudfon,  at  Baltimore  ;  and  one  of  this  day  from  the  board 
of  war  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  of  Pennfyl- 
vania be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  :  that  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Aylet  be  referred  to  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq.  commifiary  general. 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jonathan  Hud- 
fon,  efq.  for  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

And  that  he  be  informed  that  the  arrearages  due  to  the  troops 
•on  their  march  from  the  Southward,  will  be  difcharged  at  Phi- 
ladelphia or  Briitol ;  and  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
grefs  that  he  fhould  advance  larger  fums  than  are  neceffary  to 
forward  their  march  to  head  quarters. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
what  honours  are  due  to  the  memory  of  the  late  brigadier  Woof. 
ter,  who  died  on  the  2d  of  May,  of  the  wounds  he  received  on 
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the  27th  day  of  April,  in  fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  Ame- 
rican liberty  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Page. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
©onfideration  ;  whereupn, 

Refolded,  That  no  floppages  be  made  for  the  preient  from 
the  pay  of  foldiers  who  were  fervaats,  for  any  monies  paid  their 
late  matters  ;  and  that  it  He  over  for  future  confideration,  whe- 
ther fuch  monies  be  charged  to  continental  account,  or  be  borne 
by  the  particular  dates  wherein  the  fervants  were,  inlifted. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Prefident  M' Kinky  be  informed  that  the 
independent  company  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  rdifed  and  Ra- 
tioned at  Lewiftown,  and  the  places  adjacent  in  the  Delaware 
Hate,  was  intended  as  a  relief  to  the  militia  of  that  ftate ;  and  that 
Mr.  Fi  flier  being  thought  a  proper  perfon  to  command,  had  the 
offer  of  being  appointed  the  captain  ;  but  if  he  declined  it  for 
the  fake  of  expedition,  power  was  given  him  to  nominate  offi- 
cers, meafures  of  a  fimilar  nature  having  been  repeatedly  taken 
in  other  dates,  efpecially  for  particular  and  local  purpofes,  and 
no  offence  meant  to  or  taken  by  the  governments  of  fuch  dates  : 

That  the  commiflary  general  has  been  directed  to  appoint  a 
perfon  to  fupply  the  company  with  provifions  ;  and  that  order;* 
are  given  to  the  captain  to  obey  any  directions  he  may  receive 
from  the  government  of  the  Delaware  ftate  :  that  the  prefident 
be  informed,  that  the  captain  of  the  company  is  directed  to  ap- 
ply to  him  for  the  1500  dollars,  agreeable  to  his  requeft  ;  and 
that  hebe  farther  informed,  Congrefs  confent  that  the  eucamp- 
ment  of  the  militia  for  the  prefent  be  in  the  Delaware  ftate,  at 
or  nrar  the  place  pointed  out  in  his  letter,  below  Chefter  /  and 
that  they  be  held  in  readinefs  to  march  out  of  that  ftate,  jf  the 
1  fervice  ihall  fo  require  it  ;  but  that  if  :no  fuch  provifion  has  been 
already  made  by  law  for  that  purp»fe,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  kgiilature   immediately  to  make  fuch  provifion* 

R'fo/wd,  1  hat  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  the  legifla- 
tnie.  of  the  Rates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  recommend- 
ing to  them  to  make  provifion  by  law  to  march  the  militia  out 
erf  their  refpective  ftates,  wheti  neceffary  for  the  common  de- 
fence ;  and  to  authorise  the  executive  powers  from  time  to  time 
to  limit  the  continuance  of  the  militia  in  fervice  when  called 
out,  and  to  what  diftanee  they  may  be  ordered  to  march. 

Rtfohcd,  That  Matthias  Chriftman,  an  indented  fervant  of 
John  Brmghurft,  inKUed  in  captain  Lang's  company,  in  colo- 
nel Hubky's  regiment,  be  difcharged  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  faid  regiment  ;  and  that  captain  Lang  be  directed 
forthwith  to  repair  with  his  company  to  head  quarters. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjijftment  by  the  commilfioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general   reported  : 

«  That 
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<c  That  there  is  du«  to  Chriftopher  Patterfcn,  who  ferved  ial 
colonel  Wood's  battalion  of  Pennfyhania  forces,  in  Canada, 
13.60  dollars,  which  fum  was  due  to  him  before  the  battalion 
was  paid  off  at  the  end  of  their  inliflment,  and  would  then  have 
been  paid  him,  but  being  fick  in  the  hofpital  his  name  was  omit- 
ted in  the  mufter-roll: 

To  captain  William  Houfton  of  colonel  Frederick  Wall's 
battalion,  flying  camp,  for  27  rifles  and  one  drum  loll  at  Fort 
Wafhington,  376.42  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Reifs,  for  the  pay  of  the  two  follow- 
ing companies  of  Berks  county  militia,  viz.  Captain  Farry's 
company,  683. S  dollars,  captain  Hettrick's  company  535.4 
dollars  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  1218.12  dollars.'' 

Ordered,   That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refehed,  That  there  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  commiffi- 
oners  of  claims,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  prifoners  who 
were  taken  at  Fort  Wafhington,  the  fum  of  coco  dollars;  they 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  Samuel  Cobbs, 
of  the  2d  Virginia  regiment,  the  fum  of  ico  dollars,  and  charg- 
ed to  the  account  of  Alexander  Spotfwood,  colonel  of  the  faid 
regiment. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  16th  ;  and  after  debate, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed   to  10  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    May  20,  1777. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Arnold,  with  a  printed  pa- 
per inclofed,  figned  John  Brown  ;  one  from  H.  Williamfon  ; 
one  of  the  19th  from  doctor  W.  Shippen,  director  general ;  one 
from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commiffary  general;  one  of  the  icth 
from  Alexander  Martin,  colonel  of  the  2d  battalion  of  North- 
Carolina  forces,  at  Frederickfburgh  ;  one  of  the  17th  from  J. 
M'Kinley,  prefident  of  Delaware  ;  alfo  a  memorial  from  Johii- 
Cary,  and  a  petition  from  Timothy  Folger,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  petition  from  George 
Lyne,  major  of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment,  wherein  he  prays 
that  the  rifles  and  powder-horns  of  captain  Michael  Bowyer'* 
company  of  the  faid  regiment  may  be  received  by  thecommilTa- 
ry  general  of  military  ftores,  and  that  the  men  receive  for  them 
a  reafonable  price,  the  faid  company  having  been  raifed  by  the 
convention  of  the  (late  of  Virginia  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  not  to  be  drawn  from  thence  without  their  confent, 
and  each  to  receive  for  the  ufe  of  his  rifle  2os.  per  annum  ;  but 
being  taken  into  continental  fervice,  and  having  agreed  to  march. 
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•with  the  regiment,  fourteen  of  them  have  brought  their  ow« 
arms  with  them,  not  having  had  time  or  opportunity  to  difpofe 
of  them  before  they  began  their  march  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  arms  be  received  by  the  commiflary 
general  of  military  ftores  ;  that  they  be  appraifed,  and  the  price 
thereof  paid  to  the  men  ;  and  that  the  difference  between  the 
appraifement  and  what  the  faid  arms  coft  the  men,  be  alfo  paid 
them  as  a  compensation  for  the  life  of  the  arms. 

Refolved,  That  the  quarter-maftergeneral  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure a  horfe,  and  prefent  the  fame  properly  caparifoned,  to  major 
general  Arnold,  in  the  name  of  this  Congrefs,  as  a  token  of  their 
approbation  of  his  gallant  conduct  in  the  action  againft  the  ene- 
my in  their  late  enterprize  to  Danbury,  in  which  general  Ar- 
nold had  one  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  another  wounded. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Arnold,  with  the  pa- 
per inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  together  with  fuch 
complaints  as  have  been  lodged  againft  general  Arnold  : 

That  the  letter  from  doctor  Shippen  be  referred  to  the  medi- 
cal committee  ;  and  that  doctor  Williamfon's  letter  be  difmiffcd. 

Refolved,  That  the  veffels  now  laden  on  account  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  by  Mr.  Commiflary  Aylett,  with  flour  for  the  eaftern 
ffates,  excepting  fuch  as  are  to  be  employed  in  tranfporting  pro- 
vifions  to  the  head  of  Elk,  may  fail  at  fuch  time  as  Mr.  Aylett 
(hall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  T.  Folger  be  referred  to  the 
marine. committee  :  that  the  petition  from  John  Cary  be  referred 
to  general  Schuyler. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  J.  Warren,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  the  Hate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  and  one  of 
the  7th  from  E.  Hancock,  deputy  pay-mailer  general  in  the 
eaftern  department,   were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  bills  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  of  the  fame  tenor  excepting  the 
date,  and  of  the  fame  denomination  as  the  laft  emiffion,  be  forth- 
with emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  21,  1777. 
General  Schuyler  laid  before  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  a 
court  mr.rtial  held  at  Philadelphia  the  19th  and  20th  inftant,  on 
the  trisl  of  John  Brown,  alias  John  Lee,  iigned  by  Stephen 
Moylan,  prefident ;  wherein  the  court  determine  that  the  prifoner 
is  guilty  of  conducting  five  men  to  Brurifwick  ; — of  holding  a 
traiterous  correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  in  offering  himfelf  as 
a  pilot  to  general  Howe  to  conduct  the  Britifh  army  from  Brun- 
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iwick  to  Philadelphia ; — and  alfo  in  promifing  to  difcovei-  to 
the  enemy  to  what  place  the  continental  ftores  from  Philadelphia 
were  removed;  and  the  court  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  nineteenth  article  of  the  thirteenth  fection,  and 
were  of  opinion  he  mould  fuffer  death  ;  but  from  fome  circum- 
ftances  which  appeared  on  his  trial,  the  court  think  proper  to 
recommend  him  to  the  general  as  an  objedt  of  mercy. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war ;  and  that  they  inquire  into  the  circumftances  which  induced 
the  court  to  recommend  the  criminal  as  an  object  of  mercy,  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  governor 
Johnfon,  with  the  feveral  papers  inclofed ;  and  after  debate, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pollponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftported,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-mOrrow. 

Thur    sday,    May  22,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  1 1  th,  and  one  of  the  1 4th,  from  general  Gate** 
at  Albany;  one  of  the  16th  from  brigadier  general  M'Doiigall, 
at  Peek's-Kill ;  and  one  Of  the  i;th  from  Governeur  Morris, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolved,  That  blank  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  for  the  feven  battalions  of  Maryland  forces,  to  be 
by  them  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers,  but  without 
affixing  any  date,  which  is  to  be  infei  ted  according  to  the  orders 
of  general  Wamington,  who  is  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  feveral 
officers. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  1 6th ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their 
dependencies,  be  hence  forward  conlidered  as  forming  the  nor- 
thern department : 

That  Major-General  Schuyler  be  directed  forthwith  to  proceed 
to  the  northern  department,  and  take  the  command  there : 

That  the  refolution  pa  (Ted  the  6th  March,  1776,  directing  ge- 
neral Schuyler  to  eftablifh  his  head  quarters  at  Albany,  be  re- 
pealed. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  for 
auditing  accounts,  the  committee  on  the  treafury  report  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  David  Grier,  for  his  pay  as  major  and 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  for  the  pay  of  feveral  officers  cf  the  6th 
Pennfylvania  regiment,  between  the  iff.  January  and  20th  March, 
594.. 60  dollars;  and  for  the  repairs  of  arms  and  of  a  guard-houfe 
at  York -Town,  32.41  dollars,  amounting  in  the  whole  10627.1 1 
dollars  : 
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To  major  Richard  Campbell,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment, 
for  fundry  expenceshepaid  while  in  Georgia  and  South-Carolina, 
1 3  5. 69  dollars;  for  fundryrationstofundry  men  at  different  times, 
20,40  dollars;  and  for  30  cords  of  wood  while  in  barracks  at 
Wincheiter,  30  dollars;  the  whole  amounting  to  1H6.19  dollars  : 
To  the  following  gentlemen  of  the  Philadelphia  light  horfe, 
who  were  ordered  toNcw-Jerfey  on  public  fervice  by  Congrefs, 
agreeable  to  their  refpeftivt  accounts,  and  to  be  paid  to  Benjamin 
'Randolph,  viz. To  Benjamin  Randolph,  J02.42  dollars;  to  John 
-Lardner,  11.47  dollars,  to  Thomas  Peters,  21.30  dollars,  to 
James  Hunter,  21.30  dollars,  to  John  Dunlap,  21.30  dollars, 
and  to  Thomas  JLelper,  21.30  dollars;  the  whole  amounting  to 
199.29  dollars  : 

To  George  Weifs,  for  riding  exprefs  to  Efopus,  Bofton,  Sec. 
by  direction  of  Congrefs,  186.60  dollars: 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Ram  fay,  for  his  own  and  captain  Da- 
■vifon's  expences  to  Virginia,  byorder  of-  major  general  Schuyler, 
to  haften  the  march  of  the  NortV Carolina  troops,  13378  dollars. 
Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
Ordered,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Knight,  pay- 
mafter  of  the  7th  battalion  of  continental  troops,  raifed  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  towards  the  pay  and  fubfiilence  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Whereas  from  the  reprefentation  of  the  deputy  pay-mafter 
o-erieral  in  Virginia,  it  appears  that  there  is  in  his  hands  a  con- 
siderable fum  of  money  which  cannot  be  drawn  out,  there  being 
no  general  officer  in  the  ftate  to  draw  warrants  ;  and  whereas  the 
'public  fervice  may  be  greatly  retarded  for  want  of  the  neceflary 
Supplies  of -money  ; 

'Refohiedi  That  whenever  it  fhall  happen  that  there  isno  general 
officer  refident  in  the  ftate,  the  governor  and  council  be  authoriled 
and  empowered  to  draw  warrants  upon  the  deputy  pay-mafter 
general  in  Virginia,  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  in  their  opinion 
may  be  requ'ftte  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  Was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolutions : 

Whereas  Congrefs  on  the  20th  inftant  refolved,  that  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  the  fame  tenor,  the  dates  excepted,  and  the 
fame  denominations  as  the  laft  emiffion  fhall  be  emitted  under 
eliiection  of  the  treafury  board  ; 

Rcfohcd  therefore,  that  the  faid  bills  fo  to  be  emitted  fhall 
conftft  of  the  following  denominations  : 

76923  bills  of  30  dollars,  76924  bills  of  5  dollar's. 

76923  do.    of     8  do.  76923   do.    of  4  do. 

76923   do.    of     7  do.  76923  do.    of  3  do. 

769:3  do.    of     6  do.  76923  do.     of  2  do. 

"Rcfuhed,  That  the  preient  infpectors  of  the  prefs  be  directed 
and  authorifedto  perform  that  fervice  for  the  prefent  emiffion  : 

That 
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That  before  they  enter  upqn'their  office  they  (hall  refpe&iyely 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  adminiftered  to  them  by  any 
magiftrate,  "  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  in 
them  as  infpe&ors  of  the  prefi;  for  the  fi-.id  emiffion,  accord- 
ing to  the  bell  of  their  fkill  and  judgment:" 

That  the  gentlemen,  appointed  to  fign  and  number  the  laft 
emiffion,  be  authorifed  to  number  and  fign  the  bills  now  agreed 
to  be  emitted,  taking  before  they  enter  upon  that  office,  an  oatli 
or  affirmation  to  be  adminiftered  as  aforefaid,  "  that  they  will 
■well  and  truly  fign  and  number  all  the  bills  to  be  delivered  to 
them  by  the  infpectors  of  the  prefs  appointed  as  aforefaid  ;  and 
the  fame  fo  figned  and  numbered  will  deliver  or  caufe  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  continental  treafurer,  or  fuch  perfon  as  he  fhall 
appoint  to  receive  the  fame," 

And  for  avoiding  dangers  from  fire,  robbery,  or  negligence  : 

Refolved,  That  the  infpectors  of  the  prefs  lhall  not  deliver  to 
any  clafs  more  than  two  parcels  of  two  hundred  fheets  each,  to 
be  in  their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Re/ohed?  That  the  plates  ufed  for  the  laft  emiffion  fliall  be  ufed 
in  the  emiffion  now  directed ;  and  that  the  bills  (hall  be  exprefTed 
in  the  following  words  : 

"The    UNITED    STATES. 
No.  Dollars.    ' 

THIS   bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled 

dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  fdver,  according  to  a  refoluiion 
of  Congrcfs,  pajftd  at  Philadelphia,  May  20,  1777;"  and  have 
fuch  ornaments,  efcutcheons,  and  fecret  marks  as  the  board  of 
treafury  /hall  direct. 

That  each  of  the  faid  bills  fhall  be  figned  by  two  figners,  and 
each  different  denomination  numbered  from  number  one  pro. 
greffively. 

Refolved,  That  if  it  fhall  be  inconvenient  to  any  of  the  in- 
fpectors  or  figners  to  attend  the  fervice  required  of  them  by  thefe 
refolutions,  and  they  fhall  decline  the  fame,  the  treafurer  mail  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorifed  to  nominate  other  fit  perfons  in  their 
ftead,  and  to  return  their  names  to  the  treafury  board,  and  a 
certificate  of  their  qualifications. 

Refolved,  That  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  infpectors  faithfully 
to  fupcrintend  the  emiffion  of  the  faid  bills,  carefully  to  keep  the 
(lamps  and  papers  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  delivered  to  them 
for  the  purpofe  of  the  faid  emiffion,  not  to  permit  any  irr.prcffions 
to  be  made  unlefs  in  their  prefence  ;  to  caufe  fo  many  bills  and 
of  fuch  denominations  to  be  flruck  as  are  hereby  directed  ;  to 
burn  fuch  of  the  bills  as  fliall  be  imperfectly  printed,  and  deliver 
the  reft  to  the  qualified  figners,  or  to  the  treafurer,  as  fhall  be 
directed  by  the  treafury  board,  or  the  treafurer,  taking  receipts 
from  the  perfon  to  whom  they  fhall  be  delivered  :  that  having 
compleated  the  emiffion,  they  fhall  carefully  return  the  itamp  and 
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the  papers  which  may  remain  unufed  to  the  treafury  board,  op 
to  fuch  perfon  as  mall  be  authorifed  by  them  to  receive  the  fame. 
That  it  fhnll  be  the  duty  of  the  figners  faithfully  to  number 
and  fign  the  bills,  and  hand  them  over  to  each  other  ;  the  lalt 
figner  to  deliver  them  when  figned  to  the  treafurer,  and  to  take 
his  receipt  for  the  fame. which  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  infpe&ors 
Jn  exchange  for  the  firft  receipts  given  by  the  refpective  figners  " 
far  the  un figned  bills  to  the  fame  amount. 

Refolved,  That  when  the  emifllon  (hall  be  compleated,  the 
infpeftors  fhall  deliver  to  the  treafurer  the  receipts  given  by  him 
to  the  figners  for  the  feveral  parcels  of  figned  hills  which  fhall 
from  time  to  time  have  come  into  his  hands  :  and  the  treafurer 
fhall  then  give  to  the  infpe£tors  duplicate  receipts  for  the  whole 
amount  of  the  emiifion;  pne  of  which  fhall  be  kept  by  them 
for  their  own  difcharge,  and  the  other  be  delivered  to  the  trea- 
fury board  as  a,  voucher  to  charge  the  treafurer. 

Refolved,  That  the  infpe&ors  of  the  faid  emiffion  fhall  employ 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  fhall  think  worthy  of  confidence 
to  print  the  faid  bills,  who  fhall  before  his  or  their  entering  upon 
the  bufinefs,  take  an  oath  to  be  adminiftered  before  any  magi- 
firate,  in  the  prefence  of  the  (aid  infpe£tors,  or  one  of  them, 
"  well  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  trull  repofed  in  him  or 
them  concerning  the  faid  emiffion,  according  to  the  bed  of  his 
or  their  fkill  and  judgment ;''  a  certificate  of  which  qualification 
fhall  be  tranfmitted  tqthe  board  of  treafury  by  the  faid  infpectors. 
The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confidcration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Louis  Fleuri,  engaged  by  our  commiflioners 
in  France,  be  fent  as  a  captain  of  engineers  to  general  Wafh- 
ington  ;   and  that  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  him. 

Rcfofoedy  That  the  farther  coniideration  of  the  report  be  post- 
poned. 

A  petition  from  William  Lenox  was  read  : 
Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Joleph  Trumbull,  commiflary- general,  was, 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  make  inquiry  and  bring  in  a  re- 
flation refpecting  the  fame. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,  ad- 
journed to  io  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  23,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  2 1  ft  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Morris 
Town;  one  of  the  17th  from  John  Lawrence,  judge-advocate 
general;  one  of  the  23d  April  from  the  committee  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  ftate  of  New- York  ;  and  one  of  the  15th  inflant 
from  John  Morin  Scott,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  t.o  the  board  of  war. 

Refalyech 
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Refohved,  That  MefiVs.  Samuel  and  Daniel  Hughes,  who  have 
entered  into  a  contrail  for  calling  a  quantity  of  cannon  for  the 
United  States  be  allowed  for  fuch  cannon  as  they  ihall  deliver 
after  this  time  according  to  the  contract,  22  2-3  dollars  per  ton, 
in  addition  to  the  fum  mentioned  in  .the  contract. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Meflrs,  Samuel 
and  Daniel  Hughes,  on  account,  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their 
contract. 

Ordered,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Gundy,  of 
the  7th  battalion  of  Maryland  forces,  for  the  ufe  of  his  batta- 
lion ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Halliday,  pay-matler 
of  Colonel  Richardfcn's  battalion  of  the  Maryland  forces,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  350  1-4  dollars  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  efq;  and  charg- 
ed to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  efq;  deputy  pay- 
master general  in  the  northern  department,  the  fame  being  for  fo 
much  money  received  by  the  faid  deputy  p3y-mafler  general 
from  Mr.  Klyne.  by  order  of  the  faid  F.  Lewis,  efq;  as  appears 
by  a  certificate  given  by  Mr  J.  Trumbull,  10th  fvjay,  T777. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  Stephen  Moylan  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
Trie  board  of  war  reported,  "  That  they  have  had  a  conference 
with  major  general  Arnold  concerning  the  imputations  cad  upon 
his  character,  contained  in  an  hand-bill,  dated  Pittsfield,  April 
12,  1777,  and  fubferibed  John  Brown,  laid  before  Congrefs  by 
the  general  in  his  letter  to  the  prefident :  that  the  general  laid 
before  the  board  a  variety  of  original  letters,  orders,  and  other 
papers,  which  together  with  the  general's  account  of  his  conduct 
confirmed  by  the  relation  of  Mr.  Carroll,  one  of  the  late  com- 
miffioners  in  Canada,  now  a  member  of  this  board,  have  given 
entire  fatisfaction  to  this  board  concerning  the  general's  charac- 
ter and  conduct,  fo  cruelly  and  groundlefly  afperfed  in  the  pub- 
lication." 

Refolded,  That  the  faid  report  (land  confirmed. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read  : 
Re/shed,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 
The  marine  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Mac 
Dougall  and   Governeur    Morris,   reflecting  the   manning  and 
fitting  two  gallies  for  the  defence  of  the  North  River,  were  re- 
ferred, reported  :  "  That  they  have  takeu  the  faid  letters  into 
confideration,  and  are  of  opinion, 

That  fuch  gallies  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the 
faid  river  ought  to  be  equipped,  and  their  operations  directed  by 
the  date  of  New- York  ;  for  they  find  this  kind  of  defence  is  un. 
dertaken  by  ail  the  other  flates  where  it  is  found  neceffary." 

Rcfohed,  That  the  delegates  of  the  date  of  New- York  be  de- 
fired  to  inform  the  convention  of  that  Hate,  that  the  above  report 

of 
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of  the  marine  committee  is  accepted  and  adopted  as  the  fenfc 
of  Congrefs  on  this  fubje6r.. 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Timothy  Fol- 
ger  was  referred,  reported  :  *'  That  the  matter  on  which  the  pe- 
titioners pray  to  be  relieved,  depends  on  the  conftrudtion  of  pro- 
mulgated refoiutions  of  Congrefs,  which  make  part  of  the  code 
of  the  laws  of  maritime  war  ;  which  laws  ought  to  be  conftrued 
and  applied  by  the  courts  of  admiralty  and  commiffioners  of 
appeals  in  their  judicial  capacity,  and  not  by  Congrefs" 

"  That  the  cafe  of  the  Sherburn  having  already  received  a 
judicial  determination  before  the  faid  courts  where  the  parties 
had  an  opportunity  of  availing  themfelves  of  the  full  effects  of 
the  faid  laws,  it  is  improper  for  Congrefs  to  come  to  any  refo- 
iution  relative  thereto." 

Refolded;   That  Congrefs  concur  with  the  committee. 

The  committee  of  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Rejohed,  That  Michael  Fabricy  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
do  not  think  it  expedient  to  accept  his  offered  fervice. 

Conjrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  the  commif- 
fkry's  department  ;  and  after  fome  debate  thereon, 

RefoheJ,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted ;  and  that  Mr-  R. 
Morris  be  added  to  the  faid  committee.  » 

Refc/ved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  for  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  refpecTcing  fome  complaints  of  the  Indians  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.Wilion,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.Carroll. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  ten" o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  met  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  26,   1 7 77. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Schuyler  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
An  account  from  Robert  Erwin  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury* 
Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  for  foreign  ap- 
plications ;  whereupon 

Rcfohed,  That  Monfieur  Mottin  de  la  Balme  receive  a  com- 
nufiiorr  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  horfe  ;  and  that  his  pay  com- 
mence 20th  January. 

Refohed,  That  Monfieur  Coppin  dela  Garde  be  recommend- 
ed to  general  Wafhington  for  fome  fubaltern  employment  in  the 
divilion  of  general  Sullivan,  who  has  written  in  his  favour  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Charles  Pond,  captain  and  commander  of 
the  armed  floop  Schuyler,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  rmtrfne  committee, 

Refohed, 
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Refohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyvvard  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

Ordered,  That  2C,oco  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  flateof 
•Georgia  for  the  public  fervice :  the  faid  flute  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  William  Goddard,  and  one  from  B.  Lyre, 
were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Jofeph  Simpfon  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  April  from  James  Stevenfon,  one  of  the 
commiffioners  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army  to  John  Gib- 
fon,  efq;  auditor  general,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  tojoftph  Trumbull, 
efq'.  commiffary  general,  by  an  order  on  the  loan  office  in  MafTa- 
fchufetts-Bay. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  on  the 
commiffary's  department,  having  brought  in  another  report,  Con- 
grefs took  the  fame  into  confideration  ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    May  27,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  from  General  Wafhington,  at  Morris- 
Town,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  inclofed  from  generals  Green, 
M'Dougall,  Knox,  Wayne,  and  Clinton,  dated  Peek's-Kill, 
May  17th  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  16th  from  W.  Aylett,  at  Wil- 
liamfburgh,  were  read. 

Refohed,  That  General  Wafnington  be  impowered  and  direct- 
ed to  give  the  command  of  the  light  horfe  to  one  of  the  gene- 
rals already  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  that 
inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  they  fend  a 
copy  of  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  cables  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee : 

That  the  letter  from  W.  Aylett  be  referred  to  the  commiffa- 
ry general. 

The  fecret  committee  having  reported  to  Congrefs  th c  cir- 
cumstances of  the  fhip  Mary,  ca,ptain  Kennedy,  and  ber  cargo  : 

Congrefs  took  the  fame  into  confideration  ;     and  thereupon  : 

Refohed,  That  the  faid   committee    make  an   advance  of  fo 
much  money  to  the  owners  of  the  faid  fhip  as  may  be  unquefti- 
onably  due  to  them  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee,  in  conjuncti- 
on with  the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  do  finally  fettle  all  mat- 
■  tersrelative  to  the  faid  fhip,  cargo  and  freight,  in  fuch  way  as 
juitice  and  equity  (hall  demand. 

The 


02        JOURNALS   OF   CONGRESS. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Randolph,  for  eighteen 
boxes  for  packing  paper  for  continental  bills  of  credit  fent  to 
Baltimore,  the  fum  of  38.12  dollars : 

To  colonel  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Gloucef- 
ler  county  militia,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  mileage 
of  the  field  officers,  and  part  of  three  companies  of  the  faid 
battalion,  202.86  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Fairlamb,   upon  a  final  fettlement  of  his  account 
for  provisions,  &c    fupplied  the  troops  at  Chefter  and  Marcus- 
Hook,   235.47  dollars  : 
•   Ordered,   That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war 
for  250,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  pay-mafter  general : 

That  a  warrant  ifi'ue  in  favor  of  Ebenezer  Hancock,  efq  de- 
puty pay-mafter  general  of  the  eaftern  department,  on  the  loan 
office  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  250,000  dollars  ;  another  on 
the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  for  150,000  dollars, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iiTue  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war  for  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  recruiting  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  the  faid  ftate 
to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  John  Young,  faddler,  for  fundry  fad- 
cles,  carbines,  piftois,  &x.  he  furaiihed  the  troop  of  captain 
Henry  Lee,  jun.  in  colonel  liirnd's  regiment  of  Virginia  light 
horfe,  1 1 16. 4$  dollars  j  the  ftate  of  Virginia  to  be  charged 
with  the  fame  fum  t 

That  they  have  fevifed  the  accounts  cf  James  Warren,  efq;  late 
pay-mafter  general,  and  find  that  in  July  laft  he  rendered  his  ac- 
count to  Congrefi,  by  which  there  appeared  to  be  due  to  the 
United  States  previous  to  the  fettlement,  28,216.70-72  dollars  : 
that  of  this  fum  he  had  then  in  his  hands  but  26,320*67-72  dol- 
lars ;  that  the  refidue  by  fundvy  affidavits  tranfmitted  to  Con- 
grefs  appears  to  have  been  loft  in  confecueirce  of  his  keeping  an 
additional  office  at  the  requeft  of  the  general  for  the  convenience 
of  the  army,  1896.  :-;;  2  dollars  :  that  on  adjustment  of  his  ac- 
count in  July  latt,  an  allowance  was  made  for  his  pay  from  the 
31ft  March,  1776,  to  the  4th  May  following,  and  for  affiftanee 
in  Iris  office  494.41  dollars:  that  no  allowance  was  made  for 
thelofs  of  money,  and  the  balance  being  ft  ruck,  there  appear- 
ed to  be' due  to  the  United  States,  27,72236-72  dollars: 
that  he  afterwards  paid  to  the  order  of  general  Ward,  all  the 
money  that  remained  in  the  cheft,  being  26,320.67.72  dollars, 
without  making  any  deduction  for  the  aforefaid  grant  of  49.5.41 
dollars  :  that  in  March  laft  Congrefi.  refolved  to  allow  him  the 
lofs  aforefaid,  but  (bit  1401.32-72  dollars  beingthen  miftaken 
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for  1 89653  72  dollars,  he  was  deprived  of  the  grant  aforefaid 
made  in  July  laft,  being  494.41  dollars,  which  is  now  due  to 
him  ;  and  therefore  that  a  warrant  mould  ifi'ue  on  the  loan  office 
in  the  Hate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  in  favour  of  James  Warren, 
efq.  late  pay-maHer  general,  for  494.4:  dollars.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  fatd  account  be  paid,  and  warrant  ifjae 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  3,7^5  1-2  dollars,  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Moon, 
pay-mailer  to  the  14th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  fur  the  ufe 
of  the  faid  battalion  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Warren,  fpeaker  of  the  aflembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, be  informed,  that  foldiers under  the  circumflan- 
ces  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  inflant,  be  allowed  mileage 
as  militia  returning  home  :  that  Congrefs  have  allowed  no  cu;n- 
penfation  to  any  perfons  for  loiTes  they  may  have  fuftained  by  the 
enemy  ;  and  that  it  is  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  dif- 
ferent Hates  by  the  refolution  of  Congrtl's  of  the  26th  day  of 
Auguft,  1776,  to  make  provifion  for  the  maintenance  of  diiTabled 
wounded  foldiers  belonging  to  their  refpedtire  Hates,  and  to  keep 
a  regular  account  of  the  expence  attending  the  fame,  that  at  a 
future  day  the  continent  may  be  d.ifcharged  therewith  : 

That  a  lettter  be  written  to  Mr  Preftdent  M'Kinley,  acquaint- 
ing him  that  Congrefs  are  highly  pleafed  with  the  fpirit  and  ala- 
crity of  the  militia  of  Delaware,  as  fet  forth  in  his  excellency's 
letter,  and  depend  upon  their  cheerfully  turning  out  when  it  (ball 
be  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  of  which  Googrefs 
will  give  them  the  earlieil  notice. 

Refohed,  That  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  fhall  have  full  power  of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any  of 
the  punifhments  ordered  to  be  inflicted  for  any  of  the  offences 
mentioned  in  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of 
the  troops  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  and  kept  in  pay  by  and  at  the 
expence  of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the  fourth  article  re- 
folved  in  Congrefs  the  14th  day  of  April  laH  notwithstanding. 

Refohed,  That  for  the  future  there  be  only  one  chaplain  allow- 
ed in  each  brigade  of  the  army,  and  that  fuch  chaplain  be  ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs. 

That  ea'-ch  brigade  chaplain  be  allowed  the  fame  pay,  rations, 
and  forage  allowed  to  a  colonel  in  the  faid  corps  : 

That  each  brigadier  general  be  requelled  to  nominate  and  re- 
commend to  Congrefs  a  proper  perion  for  chaplain  to  his  bri- 
gade ;  and  that  they  recommend  none  but  fuch  as  are  clergy- 
men of  experience,  and  eltablilhed  public  character  for  piety, 
virtue  and  Jearning. 

Y  Refhed, 
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Refahed,  That  henceforward  no  fervant  employed  by  any  per- 
fon  or  pefons  in  calling  cannon  or  ihot  for  the  life  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  mall  be  inlifted  into  the  continental  army. 

Refofoed,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  general  Schuyler's  let- 
ter of  the  26th  inftarit,  which  relates  to  the  raifing  one  or  more 
troops  of  light  horfe  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  be  referred  to 
general  Washington. 

Refolved,  That  captain  Stevens,  of  the  artillery,  have  a  bre- 
vet of  major;  he  having  had  that  rank  before  his  pTefent  ap- 
pointment as  a  captain,  and  being  a  worthy  good  officer,  as  ge- 
neral Schuyler  reprefents. 

Refolded,  That  a  copy  cf  that  paragraph  of  general  Schuyler's 
letter  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  army  by  abftracl:,  be 
referred  to  the  bo?.rd  of  treafury. 

Refo/ved,  That  if  general  Gates,  before  general  Schuyler's  ar- 
rival at  Albany,  fhall  have  appointed  a  deputy  adjutant  genera), 
and  deputy  judge  advocate  for  the  northern  army,  the  faid  ap- 
pointments be  confirmed  ;  if  not,  that  general  Schuyler  be  im- 
pewered  to  make  thefe  appointments. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  directed 
to  tranfmit  to  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern 
department,  fuch  Indian  intelligence  as  (hall  be  received,  and 
copies  of  all  treaties  made  with  the  Indians  in  the  middle  de- 
partment. 

Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  impowered  to  fill  up  the 
com miffi oris  for  colonel  Livingston's  regiment,  agreeable  to  the 
ranks  the  officers  refpec~tivelv  hold  in  the  faid  regiment. 

Refohed,  That  the  pay  of  the  affiftant  deputy  pay-maflers  ge- 
neral in  the  northern  army,  be  raifed  to  45  dollars  per  month. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
iflembly  of  Fennfylvania,  concerning  a  complaint  made  by  the 
Ir.di^r.s,  report  :  "  That  they  have  conferred  with  the  faid  com- 
mittee, by  whom  they  were  informed,  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Fennfylvania  have  feated  themfelves  up- 
on lands  belonging  to  the  Indians,  without  their  leave  or  any 
authority  from  the  flate ;  and  that  the  Indians  are  very  uneafy 
on  the  account  of  fuch  intrufion  :"  whereupon, 

Refolded,  That  the  executive  power,  or  legiflature  of  Fenn- 
fylvania, ought  to  take  proper  meafures  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
faid  Indians,  by  affuring  them, that  they  fhall  have  full  fatisfadtion. 
either  by  the  removal  of  the  intruders,  or  by  allowing  them  an 
adequate  consideration  for  the  foil,  at  the  option  of  the  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  refolve  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern 
department. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  L'ewit,  for  board  of  fun  dry 
prifoitCTs  in  the  goal  of  Baltimore,  and  for  firewood,  candles, 
&c,  from  the  19th  December  to  3d  March,  333.39  dollars  : 

To 
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To  the  reverend  Robert  M'Murdie,  for  his  fervices  as  chap- 
lain for  one  month  and  one  day  in  colonel  Watt's  battalion  of 
the  flying  camp,  34.40  dollars  : 

"  To  George  Graeff".  to  be  paid  to  William  Govet,  for  pay  due 
to  part  of  his  company  of  colonel  Cunningham's  battalion  of 
Lancaster  county  flying  camp,  from  the  10th  December  to  lit 
January,  114.82   dollars  : 

To  captain  Hand's  company  of  colonel  Lawrence's  battalion 
of  flying  camp,  for  the  balance  of  fubfiftencc  due  on  his  pay- 
roll,  86.41  dollars  : 

To  the  reverend  James  Caldwell,  for  the  fervices  of  a  com- 
pany of  light  horfe  of  Eflex  county,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey, 
commanded  by  captain  Jacob  Wynans,  their  horfe  hire  and  ex- 
expences,  4873.54  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  jo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    May  28,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commifiioner  of  the 
loan  office  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  James 
Neilfon,  or  order,  for  the  fum  of  15,233.54  dollars;  the  fame 
being  in  full  of  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Levinus  Clarkfon, 
and  John  Dorfius,  on  Robert  Morris,  efq;  dated  at  Charkftiowii, 
South-Carolina,  March  29th,  1777 ;  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  fecret  committee. 

Refohed,  That  fifty  blank  commiffions  be  fent  to  the  ftate  of 
Georgia,  for  filling  up  vacancies  in  the  feveral  battalions  of  foot, 
the  regiment  of  rangers,  and  artillery  companies  in  that  ftate 
kept  up  at  the  continental  expence  : 

That  blank  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  delegate  of  North- 
Carolina,  for  the  officers  of  the  continental  battalions  from  that 
ftate  on  their  march  to  head  quarters. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegate  of 
North-Carolina  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  ;  which  is  to  be  ic* 
countable. 

A  letter  of  the  2.7th  from  Dr.  B.  Rufli  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the   medical  committee. 

A  memorial  from  David.  Forman  and  William  Harrifon  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  on  the  commiflary's  department;  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon, 

Refo/ved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

»  y  ,2  Thursday 
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T  h  u  r    s  d  A  y,    May  29,   1 777- 
A  letter  of  the  28th  from  general  Washington,  at  Morris- 
Town,  with  one  inclofed  from  general  Howe  :  a  letter  of  this 
day  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commifTary  general  ;  and  one  of  the 
26th  Irom  John  Lawrence, judge  advocate  general,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  f;om  general  Washington,  and  that 
from- John  Lawrence,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A"  petition  from  Thomas  Boulten,  Anthony   Gilchrifl,  and' 
John  Jordan,  prifoners,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Ordtfftd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
ReJ'o/ved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  form  an 
eilimate  of  the  number  of  teams  which  will  be  requifite  to  con- 
vey the  necefTary  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  army   under  the 
command  of  general  Wafhington,  in  fuch  quantities  that  the  faid 
army  may  be   well  Supplied  ;  and  that  the  commifTary  general 
Ly  before  the  faid  committee  a  particular  Hate  of  ail  the  maga- 
zines of  provifions  already  laid  up,    fpecifying  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  the  refpeCiive  Species  of  provifions  in  each  maga- 
zine, and  the  places  where  fuch  magazines  are  formed  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Luer,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr. 
Burke. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Trumbull  on  the  fubjett  of  his  letter  to  Congrefs,  and 
g'eiier  0  Washington's  letter  to  him  : 

The  members  chofeu,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr. 
J.  B.  Smith. 

Rejn!vsdt  That  no  perfons,  horfes,  or  carriages  going  to  the 
army  with  provifions,  and  returning  from  thence,  be  srelTed  upon 
any  pretence  whatever. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confederation  ;  whereupon 

Rcfofacd,  That  colonel  Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery  be 
ordered  from  Virginia  to  head  quarters,  agreeably  to  general 
Washington's  requeSt. 

Ordered,  That  the  treafurer  return  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
certificates  of  the  names  and  qualifications  of  the  perfons  who 
are  or  ihall  be  appointed  infpeftors  or  Signers  of  the  bills  of  cre- 
dit diredted  to  be  emitted  by  a  resolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed  the 
20th  inltant. 

A  petition  from  Abiather  Rhoades  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Mr.  P.  Livingfion,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Duer,  three  of  the 
delegates  from  the  date  of  New-York,  laid  before  Congrefs  cre- 
dentials of  a  new  appointment  made  by  their  Hate,  which  are 
as  follows  : 

"  In  convention  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  flate  of  New- 
York,  King  lion,  May  1 3,  1777.  Re  Solved,  That  five  delegates 
be  elected  by  ballot,  to  rcprefent  this  Hate  in  Congrefs  until  the 
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legislature  of  this  ftate  .(hall  at  their  firft  meeting  make  further 
provifion  :  that  three  at  lead  of  the  laid  delegates  fhall  ftatedly 
attend  ;  and  that  any  two  or  more  of  them  fo  attending  be  a' 
quorum,  and  enabled  to  reprefent  and  give  the  vote  of  this  ftate 
in  Congrefs.  The  ballots  of  the  feveral  counties  being  taken  and 
told,  it  appears  that  the  honourable  Philip  Schuyler,  Philip  L>- 
vingfton,  James  Duane,  William  Duer,  and  Governeur  Morris, 
efquires,  were  duly  elected  to  be  the  faid  delegates.  Thereupon 
refolved,  that  the  gentlemen  above  named  be  the  prefent  delegates 
of  this  ftate  at  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  faid  delegates  do  from 
time  to  time  give  their  attendance  in  Congrefs  according  to  the 
orders  of  the  council  effafety  of  this  ftate.  Refolved,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this  ftate  in  convention  be  given 
to  Philip  Liviugfton,  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  William  Floyd, 
Henry  Wifner,  Philip  Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris, 
Francis  Lewis,  and  Robert  R.  Livingfton,  jun.  efquires,  delegates 
of  this  ftate  in  the  honorable  the  continental  Congrefs,  for  then- 
long  and  faithful  fervices  rendered  to  the  colony  of  New- York, 
and  to  the  faid  ftate.  Extract  from  the  minutes.  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  V.  prelldentA   Atteft.     John  M'Kcflbn,  fecretary." 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commiflary  ge- 
neral, reported  :  *'  That  they  have  had  a  conference  with  him, 
and  received  from  him  an  account  of  the  falted  provifions  laid 
up  in  magazines  for  the  iupply  of  the  army  ;  that  the  reafon  of 
the  prefent  appearance  of  an  immediate  want,  has  arifen  from 
the  ftores  laid  up  at,  Lebanon  being  removed  to  Carlifle,  and 
thofe  in  this  city  to  Lancafter,  as  it  is  faid  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
without  leaving,  a  fufHcieiit  quantity  for  the  prefent  fupply  of  the 
army  ;  but  that  efFec"tu;il  meafures  are  taking  to  remedy  any  ;n- 
conveniencies  arifing  from  the  meafure  : 

That  Mr.  commiflary  propofes  to  repair  to  head  quarters 
without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  the  commiflary  general  inquire  particularly  into 
the  removal  of  the  provifions  from  Lebanon,  there  having  been 
only  40  barrels  of  beef  and  40  barrels  of  pork  oidered  by  Con- 
grefs from  that  magazine  to  Carlifle. 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Charles 
Fleming,  of  the  7th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
battalion. 

Ordered,  That  3  700  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Holt  Ri- 
chardfon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  15th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  report  on  the  com» 
miflary's  department ;  and  after  debate  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confederation  thereof  be  poflnoned 
till  to-morrow. 

The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

F  i  d  a  y,  May  30,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middle- 
brook  ;  one  of  the  fame  date  from  Lewis  Morris,  aid  de  camp 
.  to  general  Sullivan,  at  Princeton  ;  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from 
governor  Livingston,  at  Haddenfield,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Lewis  Morris  be  fent 
to  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  tcate  of  Pennfyvania  ; 
and  that  the  letter  from  governor  Livingfton  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  couiideration  ;   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  blank  commiflions  be  fent  to  general  Wafh- 
ington, for  the  French  officers  laiely  arrived  in  the  Amphitrite, 
to  be  tilled  up  agreeable  to  a  lift  to  be  forwarded  to  him  by  the 
committee  ;  the  rank  of  each  clafs  of  the  faid  officers  to  be  fet- 
tled by  the  date  of  their  commiffions  from  the  king  of  France. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  com- 
miffary's  department  ;   and  feveral  amendments  being  made. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommitted  in  order  that  it  may  be  ac- 
commodated to  the  amendments  made. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Thomas  Wharton,  efq;  prefident  of 
the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  ieferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  tieafurer  at  Balti- 
more, for  25,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  colonel  Moylan,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Moylan  lay  before  the  board  of  war,  a 
particular  eflimate  of  the  expence  of  raifing  and  equipping  one 
troop  of  light  horfe  ;  and  before  the  board  of  treafury,  an  ac 
•ount  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  already  advanced  to  him. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

*'  That  there  is  due  to  George  Gilbert,  ferjeant  in  captain 
Krumrun's  company  of  iieutenant  colonel  Dean's  battalion,  who 
was  taken  prifoner  the  17th  September,  and  for  mileage,  21  54 
dollars : 

To  Chriflian  Wirtz,  for  rations  he  fupplied  fundry  battalions 
of  militia  at  Lancafter,  on  their  march  to  the  city,  in  December 
and  January  lad,  386.72  dollars: 

To  captain  Daniel  Dorfey,  of  colonel  Hall's  regiment  of  Ma- 
ryland forces,  for  the  fublillance  of  his  company,  9  30.64  dollars : 

That  there  ihould  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  his  account  for  the  maintenance  of  itate  priloners  in  the 
new  goal  of  this  city,  1000  dollars  : 

That  a  warrant  for  1  33.30  dollars  fhould  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surer in  favour  of  John  Onamenfeiler,  for  the  payment  of  a  light 
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Waggon,  which  was  prefTed  at  Baltimore  laft  winter  to  bring 
money  to  this  place,  and  not  returned  to  him,  it  being  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates,  and  now  remains  with  the  waggon 
mafter  general  in  this  city  : 

To  the  field  officers  and  three  others  of  the  2d  battalion  of 
Chefter  county  militia,  commanded  by  colonel  Hockley,  and  to 
be  p'aid  to  him  for  fundry  rations  as  per  their  account,  37-70 
dollars  : 

To  the  five  M' Donalds,  who  are  prifoners  at  Reading,  for 
their  and  their  fervants  allowance,  from  12th  March  to  4th  June, 
156  dollais." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  and  fums  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Qrdered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  fcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    May  31,  1777* 

William  Ellery  and  Henry  Marchant,  efquires,  delegates 
from  the  Mate  of  Rhode- Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  at- 
tended and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which 
were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

/y~o  By  the  honorable  Nicholas  Cooke,  efq.  governor,  captain 
^_J,'  general,  commander  in  chief  of  and  over  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantations.  To  William  Ellery, 
efq.  greeting  :  whereas  by  the  free  vote  of  the  freemen  of  the 
faid  ftate  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  May  inftant,  you  the  faid 
William  Ellery,  was  elected  a  delegate  to  reprefent  the  faid  ftate 
for  one  year  in  the  general  Congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  thir- 
teen United  States  of  America,  now  fitting  in  Philadelphia,  or 
wherever  the  fame  may  fit  : — I  do  therefore  in  the  name  of  the  go- 
vernor and  company  or  the  faid  ftate,  hereby  authorife,  empower 
and  commifiionate  you  the  faid  William  Ellery,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  delegates  that  are  or  may  be  elected  delegates  of 
the  faid  ftate,  or  feparately  and  alorte,  in  cafe  of  the  ficknefs  or 
neceflary  abfence  of  the  other  delegates  of  faid  ftate  to  reprefent 
the  faid  ftate  in  the  faid  General  Congrefs,  and  in  behalf  thereof 
to  join  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  ftates,  or  the  major  part 
of  them  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  be  thought  beft  for  promot- 
ing the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  faid  United  States,  agreeable 
to  the  inftru&ions  given,  or  that  may  be  given  you  by  the  gene- 
ral aflembly.  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  faid  ftate, 
at  Providence,  this  feventh  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven.  Nicholas  Cook. 
By  his  honour's  command,  Henry   Ward,  fecretary.'' 

The  commifilon  to  Henry  Marchant  was  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date. 

Congrefif 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  com- 
miffary's  department ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
ourned  to  io  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     June  2 1  ij^j. 

Nicholas.  Vandyke,  efquire,  a  delegate  from  the  flate  of  De- 
laware, attended  and  took  his  feat. 

Two  letters  of  the  ;ift  May  from  general  Wafhington,  at 
Middlebrook,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed ;  one  of  the  fame  date 
from  general  Sullivan,  at  Princeton,  to  general  Arnold  ;  one 
of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month  from  General  Gates,  at  Albany, 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  17th  of  May  from  ge- 
neral Heath,  at  Bolton,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  court  marti- 
al on  Peter  Pickman  Fry,  a  foldier;  one  of  the  1 5th  from  Mon- 
fienr  du  Coudray,  ;  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  Jeremiah 
Powel,  prefident  of  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  alfo  a  memorial  from  Archibald  Allen, 
and  Ronald  M' Donald,  at  Reading,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Powell  be  referred  to  the 
marine  committee  ;  and  that  the  other  letters,  with  the  papers 
inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  extracts  of  the  intelligence  received  fo  far  as  it 
refpec~ls  the  enemy's  defigns  again ft  Philadelphia,  be  tranfmittcd 
by  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware,  to  the  executive 
power  of  their  refpeCtive  Hates  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  at  Philadelphia  be  directed  to 
fend  a  multer  matter  to  mufter  the  militia  at  Brillol,  and  make 
a  return  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  com- 
miffary's  department ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  and 
fandry  amendments  made. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  report  be  recommitted. 

The  committee  on  the  trealury  reported  : 

f-  That  there  is  due  to  Margaret  Holmes,  for  forty-two 
nveals  fupplied  the  militia,  4.18  dollars  : 

To  William  Shaw,  for  his  account  for  thirty  powder  barrels 
cooperage,  &c.  6^.66  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

M.  Burke,  the  delegate  attending  for  North-Carolina,  laid 
before  Congrefs  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from 
that  ftate,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  North-Carolina.  To  Thomas  Burke,  John  Penn, 
and  Cornelius  Harnett,  efquires,  greeting  :  whereas  the  general 
affembly  hath  ele&ed  you  delegates  to  attend  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  :  thefe  are  therefore  to  commiffionate,  authorife 

and 
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and  impower  you  the  faid  Thomas  Burke,  John  Penn,  and  Cor- 
nelius Harnet,  to  attend  the  faid  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  behalf  of  this  Hate,  until  fuch  time  as  the  general 
aftembly  find!  direct  othenvife  ;  and  you  are  hereby  inverted  with 
fuch  powers  as  may  make  any  act  done  by  you,  or  any  of  you, 
or  content  given  in  the  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf  of  this  Hate  ob- 
ligatory on  every  inhabitant  thereof.  Witnefs  Richard  Cafwell, 
Efq;  governor,  captain-general,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
faid  ftate,  under  his  hand  and  feal  at  arms,  at  Newbern,  the  4th 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1777,  and  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
independence  of  this  ftate.  Richard  Cafwell.  By  his  excel- 
lency's command,  Js.  Glafgow,  fecretary." 

A  memorial  from  Jacob  Fauntz  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  Was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  and  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  ac- 
quainting them  that  Congrefs  have  received  information  that 
general  Lee  is  treated  by  general  Howe  with  kindncfs,  genero- 
fity  and  tendernefs,  and  defiring  the  former  to  treat  colonel 
Campbell,  and  the  latter  to  treat  the  five  Heffian  officers,  with 
kindnefs,  generofity  and  tendernefs,  confident  with  the  confine- 
ment and  fafe  cuftody  of  their  perfons. 

Ordered,  That  twenty  copies  of  the  volume  of  journals  be  de- 
livered to  the  delegates  of  each  ftate,  for  the  ufe  of  their  refpecft- 
ive  ftates ;  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  700  which  Congrefs 
have  agreed  to  take,  be  lodged  in  the  fecretary's  office,  for  the 
ufe  of  members. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad* 
journed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  3,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  February  laft  from  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Silas  Deane,  efquires,  and  one  of  the  27th  November  laft 
from  Silas  Deane,  efq;  by  Monfieur  du  Coudray,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

A  memorial  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  was  read,  letting 
forth, — «  That  he  has  paid  many  of  the  officers  who  ferved  ia 
Canada  the  laft  campaign,  their  extra  rations  and  back  allowances 
while  in  Canada,  at  the  rate  of  one  (hilling  lawful  money  ;  and 
from  and  after  their  return  to  Ticonderoga,  to  the  17th  Sep- 
tember,  1776,  at  the  rate  of  feven-pence  halfpenny,  like  money, 
per  ration  ;  and  thought  himfelf  juftified  therein  by  the  dirediop. 
of  Meffrs.  Clymer  and  Stockton,  the  committee  for  regulating 
the  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  when  at  Ticonderoga  in 
2,  October 
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October  la  ft  :  that  to  his  great  furprlze  the  commifiioners  of  ac- 
counts In  that  department  refufed  to  allow  the  fame  in  his  ac- 
counts/' 

Congrefs  taking  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  it  appearing 
from  a  certificate  of  major  general  St-  Clair,  dated  the  1 5th  May, 
that  the  commiifioners  when  at  Ticonderoga  in  October  laft, 
fettled  the  extra  rations  due  to  the  officers  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz.  From  the  time  they  left  Ticonderoga  to  go  into  Cana- 
da, until  they  returned  to  Crown-Point,  at  one  milling  lawful 
money,  per  ration  ;  from  that  time  to  the  17th  September  fol- 
lowing, at  feven  pence  halfpenny,  like  money  ;  and  afterwards 
at  8-c,oths  of  a  dollar  per  ration  ;  and  that  the  commiflaries 
Were  ordered  and  did  pay  accordingly  ;  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  commiifioners  for  fettling  accounts  in  the 
northern  department,  be  directed  to  allow  and  pafs  the  com- 
miffary's  accounts  agreeable  to  the  faid  fettlement. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  for  fupplying  the  United  States  with  fait  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Marchant,  and 
Mr.  Froft. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  lafl  article  in  the 
report  from  the  board  of  war  of  the  23d  May,  refpefting  the 
rank  of  officers ;  and  a  new  motion  on  that  fubject  being  made, 

Refolved,  That  the  report  with  the  motion  be  recommitted. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  flioes,  hats  and  fhirts: 
i  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  J. 
B;  Smith. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  furnifh  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fuch 
arms  as  may  be  necefiary  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  their  militia  as 
are  now  called  into  ferviee,  and  which  cannot  be  otherwife  fup- 
plied  ;  and  that  it  be  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  faid  council 
to  make  ufe  of  the  moli  effectual  means  that  the  arms  fo  fur- 
niihed  may  be  returned  to  the  corcmiffary  general  of  military 
ftores,  or  to  one  of  his  deputies. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  board  of  war  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  employ  fomefkilful  perfons  to  view  the  works 
and  defences  erected  at  and  near  Billingport,  and  report  their 
opinion,  whether  thefe  works  ought  to  be  compleated  or  demo- 
lished : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Middleton. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Congrefs  a  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  of  affembly  of  Pennfylvania, 
with  a  rcfolutiou  of  the  huufe.thereou,  which  were  read: 

Ordered  % 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  Into  confideration  on  Thuif- 
day  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  on  the 
eommiffary's  department,  brought  in  their  report,  which  wa* 
taken  into  confideration  5  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poilponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poitponed,  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  4,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  2d,  and  one  of  the  3d,  from  general  Sullivan, 
at  Princeton,  were  read  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  14th  April  from  J. 
Rutledge,  prefident  of  the  council  of  South-Carolina,  advifing 
*'  That  colonel  William  Kennon,in  confequenceof  a  fettlement  of 
his  account  againft  the  continent,  fo  far  as  it  has  been  liquidated 
by  him  the  faid  J.  Rutledge,  in  purfuance  of  the  refolve  of  Con- 
grefs, has  drawn  ten  bills  of  exchange,  all  of  the  date  of  this 
letter,  from  No.  27  to  No.  36,  both  inclufive,  for  five  hundred 
dollars  each,  on  the  continental  treafury,  in  favour  -of  David 
Flowers."  At  the  fame  time  was  prefented  for  payment,  one 
of  the  faid  bills,  being  the  firfl  of  the  fet,  No.  27  ;  whereupon 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  bill  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
ftate  of  North  Carolina,  of  the  23d  December  lait,  together  with 
the  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ftate  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay  to  order  diligent  enquiry  to  be  made  concerning  the 
matter  complained  of  in  the  faid  memorial ;  and  unlefs  the  mailer 
and  owners  of  the  privateer  mentioned  in  the  faid  memorial  can 
fhew  good  and  fufficient  caufe  to  the  contrary,  to  order  full  re- 
ftitution  to  be  made,  and  the  offenders  to  be  punifhed  for  the 
•violation  of  the  rights  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  of  the  laws  of 
nations  ;  and  to  report  to  Congrefs  the  proceedings  which  fhall 
be  had  in  the  premifes. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Mifflin  was  read,  wherein 
he  informs,  that  "  fince  the  laft  order  of  Congrefs  for  him  to 
remain  in  Philadelphia,  he  has  received  a  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  wherein  the  general  expreffes  an  anxious  defire  to 
have  the  heads  of  the  feveral  departments  in  the  field  with  him  ;'* 
and  therefore  defires  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs,  concluding, 
"  If  Congrefs  have  no  interelting  bufinefs  for  him  in  Philadel- 
phia, he  would  be  glad  10  have  an  opportunity  of  joining  the 
army,  agreeable  to  the  general's  letter." 

Re/shed,  That  general  NKfflin  have  leave  to  repair  immediately 
to  head  quarters. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  genera!  Sullivan  be  referred  to 
the  b,oard  of  war. 

Z  2  It 
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In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  cornmifiioners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  : 

"  *That  there  is  due  to  Adam  Eichelberger,  for  victualling 
fundry  troops,  and  ferriage,  17.63  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Curt  is,  for  victualling  fundry  troops,3. 42  dollars : 

To  Thomas  Smith  fundry  neceffaries  iupplied  the  lick  troops 
of  the  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments  at  Wilmington,  181.89 
dollars.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefsrefolved  itfelf  into 
3  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confidcration  the  flate  of 
foreign  affairs  ;  and  after  fome  timefpent  thereon,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideratinn  the  matter  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Rtfo/ved,  That  Congrefs  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mit tee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  ftate  of  foreign  affairs. 

Whereas  general  Howe  has  by  offers  of  reward  endeavoured 
to  induce  the  foldiers  of  the  United  States  to  defert  and  go  over 
f.o  him  ; 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  offer  fuch 
rewards  as  he  fhall  judge  proper  to  defertersfrom  the  enemy,  whe- 
ther horfe  or  foot,  encouraging  them  by  fuitable  offers  to  bring 
with  them  their  arms  and  horfes. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned    to  ip  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,     June  5,   177?- 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middlebrook, 
inclofing  a  letter  of  the  30th  May,  from  general  Gates,  at  Al- 
bany, and  one  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  from  general 
Poor,  at  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  beard  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confederation  ;  whereupon, 

Re/bhed,  That  the  claufe  in  general  Gates's  letter  relative 
to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  flate  of  the  military  cheft  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, as  tranfmitted  by  general  Gates  in  his  letter  of  the  24th 
of  lafl  month,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  ; 

1  hat  Abraham  Rhoads  have  a  pafs  to  go  to  governor  Trum- 
bull, by  the  way  of  Eaflon  and  SufTex  court-houfe;  and  that  it 
be  left  to  governor  Trumbull's  difcretion,  whether  or  not  the 
faid  A.  Rhoads  fhall  be  permitted  to  go  to  Long-Ifland,  as  he 
requeils  in  his  petition  to  Congrefs. 

Refohcd%  That  the  farther  confederation  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

Ordered) 


June,    1777.  215 

Ordered,  That  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  abfence,  his  health 
and  private  affairs  requiring  his  return  to  Virginia. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Van- 
dyke, be  added  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  brigadier  general  Conway,  to  the 
Pennfylvania  board  of  war ;  alfo  a  memorial  from  J.  Meafe, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned   to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    June  6,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  and  one  of  the  eth  from  general  Warning- 
ton,  at  Middlebrook,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  29th  May  laft  ;  whereupon 

Rsfohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  general  Wafhington's  con- 
duct as  to  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  of  the 
reafoning  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  May,  making  no 
doubt  of  the  fafts  upon  which  his  arguments  are  founded  being 
duly  afcertained  ;  and  that  the  general  be  informed  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Congrefs  that  he  ftridtly  adhere  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  faid  letter. 

RefolvedfThat  the  deputy  judge  advocate  in  thenorthern  army, 
and  the  deputy  judge  advocate  of  the  divilion  of  the  army  now  at 
Peek's- Kill,  be  allowed  the  rank,  pay,  and  rations  of  captains. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  caufe  a 
return  to  be  made  of  all  regimental  chaplains  already  appointed 
in  the  army,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  Congrefs : 

That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  Elias  Boudinot,  efq;  as  com  3 
miffary  general  of  prifoners  ;  the  faid  commiffion  to  be  dated 
the  15th  day  of  May  laft,  and  Mr.  Boudinot  to  be  allowed  the 
pay  and  rations  of  a  colonel : 

That  Elias  Boudinot,  commiffary  general  of  prifoners,  be 
impowered  to  appoint  two  deputy  commiffaries  of  prifoners;  the 
faid  deputies  to  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  majors. 

A  petition  from  James  Mofen,  a  foldier,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Patton,  for  his  attendance  on 
Congrefs  as  door-keeper,  from  20th  February  to  the  4th  June, 
being  104  days,   138.60  dollars  : 

'*  To  captain  Kern's  company  of  colonel  Kachlein's  battalion 
#f  the  flying  camp,  for  fundry  guns,  blankets,  pouches,  and 

powder 
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powder  horns,  loft  on  Long  Ifland  at  Fort  Washington,  being 
the  property  of  the  foldiers,  613.87  dollars  : 

"  To  Chriftian  Wirtz,  for  his  pay  as  commiffary,  and  for  his 
rations  for  one  month  and  one  day,  27.18  dollars,  he  having 
ferved  the  militia  on  their  march  with  provifions  at  Lancafter  : 

"  To  the  field  officers  of  the  4th  battalion  of  Berks  county 
militia,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Conrad  Shaeffer,  for 
the  balance  of  pay,  725.15  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  lieutenant 
colonel  C.  Shaeffer:  . 

"  To  captain  John  Patton,  of  colonel  Potter's  battalion  of  Lan- 
cafter county  militia,  for  the  mileage  of  his  company,  and  for  a 
difference  of  pay  to  thofe  who  were  advanced  from  ferjeants  and 
privates  to  officers,  ferjeants,  and  corporals,  148.56  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Nicholas  George  Moeballe,  a  captain  ir.  the 
fervice  of  the  feven  United  Stales  of  Holland,  was  read  ;  praying 
Congrefs  to  grant  him  a  commiffion  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
fcrvice  of  the  United  States,  or  if  they  do  not  think  fit  to  grant 
that  requeft,  then  to  grant  him  a  certificate,  fetting  forth,  that 
he  did  apply  and  offer  his  fervice,  and  that  it  was  not  owing  to. 
any  fault  or  bad  conduct  in  him  that  Congrefs  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  employ  him.  ;    ltd 

.    Ordered,  That  fuch  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him. 

A  motion  being  made  refpecting  prifoners  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are 
directed  to  take  under  confideration  the  whole  matter  of  the 
exchange  and  treatment  of  prifoners,  arid  report  thereon  with 
all  convenient  difpatch. . 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  and  the  marine  committee 
be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  public  money  by  them 
expended: 

That  the  fecret  committee,  without  delay,  order  the  agents 
T)y  them  employed  in  the  differentiates,  to  make  up  and  lay 
their  accounts  before  them  ;  and  that  the  faid  agents  lodge 
with  the  faid  committee,  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  intruded  to  their  care,  diftinguifliing  exactly  what 
commodities  have  been  (hipped,  with  the  bills  of  lading,  and 
what  remains  on  hand,  with  an  aecount  of  the  places  where  the 
fame  are  ftored ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore Congrefs  : 

That  the  marine  committee,  without  delay,  order  the  agents 
by  them  employed  in  the  different  ftates,  to  make  up  and  lay 
their  accounts  before  them,  and  that  the  faid  committee  lay  the 
fame  before  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  any  five  members  of  the  marine  committee 
fee  impowered  to  form  a  board,  and  proceed  to  buiinefs. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  departments  proceed  on  the 
bufmefs  committed  to  them,  and  report  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Ordered,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Littlebury  Mafon, 
pay-mafter  of  the  15th  battalion  of  Virginia  forces,  command- 
ed by  colonel    D.  Mafon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

That  a  warrant  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John  Gib- 
fon,  efq;  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
northern  army. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Wynkoop,  efq;  for  board  and 
xiurfing  lieutenant  Simon  Wilmot,  of  the  16th  regiment  of 
queen's  light  dragoons,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner 
at  Princeton,  3d  January  laft,  for  nine  weeks  and  two  days,  at 
two  dollars  a  week,  20.51  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  a  warrant  mould  be  drawn  ©n  Michael  Hillegas,  efq; 
continental  treafurer,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John 
Gibfon,  efq;  auditor  general,  for  which  he  is  to  account : 

"  That  Mr.  Govett,  theaffiftant  auditor,  hathexhibited  his  ac- 
count to  them  againtl  the  United  States,  in  which  he  charges 
hisfalary  from  29th  July  to  14th  December,  1776,  four  months 
and  feventeen  days,  at  200I.  per  annum,  amounting  to  202.56 
dollars,  of  which  he  hath  received  200  dollars  ;  and  that  there 
was  due  to  him  on  the  14th  December,  2.5.6  dollars:  that  he 
prays  a  farther  allowance  from  that  time,  and  the  board  are  of 
opinion  he  mould  receive  three  dollars  a  day,  which  to  the 
29th  April  laft  being  13?  days,  at  three  dollars  a  day,  amounts 
to  405  dollars ;   the  whole  amounting  to  407.56  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  warrant  be  drawn,  and  that  the  above 
balance  of  407.56  dollars  ba  paid  to  Mr.  Govett. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    June  7,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  4C0  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hunter, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  W.  Palfrey,  efq;  pay-mafter  ge- 
neral, the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  bill  in  his  favour  drawn  by  the 
faid  W.  Palfrey,  dated  at  Morris-Town,  21ft  May,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  May  from  W.  Aylett,  at  Smithfield; 
one  of  this  day  from  Archibald  M'Donald  ;  one  of  the  2d  from 
Henry  Fifher  and  W.  Perry,  with  a  mufterroll  of  the  independ- 
ent company  raifed  at  Lewis,  and  a  petition  from  George  Hawk, 
keeper  of  a  ferry  on  Delaware,  oppofite  to  Eafton,    were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  A.  M'Donald,  be  referred  to 
he  board  of  treafur  y    that,  the  letter  from  H.  Fjfher  and  W. 

Perry, 
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Perry,  with  the  mufter roll,  be  referred' to  the  board  of  war; 
and  that  the  petition  from  George  Hawk  be  referred  to  the  quar- 
ter mafter  general,  who  is  directed  to  fettle  with  the  petiti- 
oner, or  report  particularly  on  his  petition. 

Ordered^  That  1 1 60  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  James  Lees, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  company  of  artillery  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  14,160  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John  Hawkins 
Stone,  of  the  1  ft  battalion  of  Maryland  forces,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  clothier  general  furnifh  each  non-commif- 
fioned  officer  and  foldier  inlifted  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
to  ferve  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  with  the  articles  of 
cloathing  enumerated  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th 
O&ober  laft,  or  other  cloathing  of  equal  value,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fame  coft  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  that  many  of  the  regiment- 
al pay- matters  abfent  thefnfelves  from  the  army,  by  which  the 
public  fervice  greatly  fufFers : 

Refohed,  That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  command- 
ers in  the  feparate  departments  be  directed  to  take  the  mod 
effectual  means  for  compelling  all  regimental  pay-matters  to  at- 
tend punctually  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  that  fuch  as  are 
negligent  be  punifhed  and  difplaced;  and  that  they  be  refpec- 
tivelv  impowered  to  appoint  others  of  ability,  diligence,  and  in- 
tegrity, in  the  room  of  fuch  as  are  difplaced. 

Ordered,  That  tooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John 
Steel,  one  of  the  four  captains  named  by  general  Armftrong, 
by  authority  of  general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  his  com- 
pany ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Green,  and  others,  was  read,  pray- 
ing a  new  hearing  on  the  appeal  brought  againft  the  judgment 
in  the  libel  Job  Pierce,  againft   the  brig  Phoenix  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Harrifon,  and  Peter  Campbell,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  com- 
■uflary's  department  ;  and  fundry  amendments  being  made, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     June  9,  1777* 
A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middlebrook, 
incloling  a  letter  of  the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Knox  ; 
alfo  one  of  the  8th  iron*   the  fame,  and  one  of  the  7th  from 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph  Reed,  efq;  wherein  he  informs,  that  "  the  fituation  of, 
his  private  affairs,  which  are  much  altered  iince  his  acquiefcence 
in  general  Wafhington' s  recommendation,  the  want  of  time  to 
qualify  himfelf  for  that  line  of  fervice,  which  he  intended  and 
has  propofed  to  him,  and  a  diffidence  of  difcharging  it  with  ap- 
probation, oblige  him  to  decline  the  appointment,  which  the  Con- 
grefs  have  been  pleafed  to  make  of  him  as  a  brigadier  general, 
for  which  honour  clone  him  he  begs  leave  to  exprefs  his  grateful 
acknowledgments."  Alfo  a.  letter  of  the  7th  from  governor 
JLivingflon,  with  a  return  of  the  battalion  railed  in  New-Jerfey, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  and  the  letter  from  governor  Livingfton,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolded,  That  Mr.  Duer  be  added  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence. 

An  application  from  Richard  Derby,  jun.  efq;  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  correfpondence,  infpe&ion,  and  fafety,  at  Sa- 
lem, in  Maffachufett'sBay,  in  behalf  of  Peter  Pickman  Frye, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Wafhington  to  R.  Morris, 
efq;  inclofing  one  to  Appolos  Morris,  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  general  Arnold  be  directed  to  put  major  Ap- 
polos Morris  under  immediate  arrefl  and  confinement,  until  the 
further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Wafhington. 
to  R.  Morris,  efq;  with  the  letter  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Armflrong  was  read,  praying  an  or- 
der to  the  clerks  of  MefTrs,  Richard  Dallam,  Meafe,  and  Cald- 
well, or  any  others  who  may  have  the  books  afcertaining  the 
funis  paid  for  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Potter,  to 
give  him  the  petitioner  a  duplicate  of  the  faid  account  from  the 
beginning  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  governor  Johnfon,  inclofing  a  peti- 
tion from  George  Handy,  and  others,  and  a  proteit  from  Wil- 
liam Pool,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  Hugbey  Con  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
commiflioners  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ft  ate  of  Pennfylvania  in 
favour  of  Matthew  Irvin,  deputy  coiumiiTary  general,  and  char- 
ged to  the  account  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commiffary  general, 
who  is  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflmcnt  by  the  commiffioners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  ; 

Vol.  Ill,  A  a  «'  Tha* 
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"  That  there  is  due  to  Major  Nicola,  two  months  pay  of  fix 
companies  for  the  guard  of  this  city,  being  for  May  and  June, 
7488.60  dollars : 

"  To  John  Byrn,  late  a  foldier  in  captain  Morgan's  company 
of  rifle  men,  for  a  rifle  belonging  to  him  which  was  loft  at  the 
attack  on  Quebec,    16.60  dollars  : 

"  To  James  Leard,  for  half  ferriage  of  feventy-two  men  over 
the  Sufquehannah,  2.36  dollars  : 

*'  To  major  Vaughan,  captain  Hazard,  and  others,  their  ex- 
pences  as  officers  df  the  guard  to  military  flores,  from  Sinue- 
puxent  to  Philadelphia,  228.30  dollars. 

"  To  Monfieur  I^otbinier  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay 
and  rations  from  10th  March  to  10th  June,  being  three  months, 
at  .41.30  dollars  a  mouth,    124.  dollars  : 

**  To  the  conimiffioners  of  claims,  for  a  pair  of  Venetian  blinds, 
for  the  ufe  .of  their  office,  32  dollars  : 

"'To  iSufannah  M'Nut,  for  fundry  meals  fupplied  the  militia 
on  their  march  to  camp,  3,45  dollars  : 

te  To  Seth  Duncan,  for  do.  19.39  dollars: 

"  To  Jofeph  Hutchinfon,  for  do.  2,36  dollars." 

OrderetL  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The    feveralrnatters  to    tin's  day    referred    being  poftponed, 
adiourned'to  io'  o'clock  to-morrow. 
' 

TnESDAY,'    Jam  10,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commiffary  general; 
and  one  of  this  day  from  major  general  Arnold,  were  read  : 
-    Refohed',  That  general  A 1  hold  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to   repair   immediately   to  Trenton,  and  there  conduct  himfelf 
agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Refolded,  That  it  be  earnedly  recommended  to  the  prefiden^t 
and  council  of  the  fiate  of  Delaware,  to  give  orders  to  the  militia 
of  that  ftate  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  and  to  take  meafures  to  call  forth  into  aclual 
fervicc  i>co  militia  as  foon  as  poilible  ;  and  that  they  order  the 
faid  militia  to  rendezvous  at  or  near  Wilmington,  or  Chetter. 

A  petition  from  William  Fields  and  Matthias  Sappenfield, 
and  another  from.  Thomas  Rutherford,  and  iixteen  others,  pri- 
foncis  from  North  Carolina,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  cdmmifTary  general,  and  all 
other  pevfons  intruded  with  public  money v  give  bond  and  fecurity 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty,  and  well  and  truly  to 
r.eeojnt  for  the  money  that  ihall  come  into  their  hands  refpec- 
tively, 

R.fdvcd,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofeo,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
crrant. 

The 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  on  the 
comm.'ffary's  department,  brought  in  the  fame  amended,  which 
being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Rcfohoed,  I.  That  for  fupplying  the'army  of  the  United 
States  with  provifions,  one  commiffary  general  and  four  deputy 
commiffaries  general  of  purchafes  ;  and  one  commiffary  gene- 
ral and  three  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  iffues,  be  appointed 
by  Congrefs. 

XI.  That  each  of  the  faid  commiffaries  and  deputy  commif- 
faries be  authorifed  to  appoint  for  himfelf  one  cierk. 

III.  That  the  deputy  commiffaries  general  have  authority  to 
appoint  as  many  affiftant  commiffaries  to  act  under  them  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  neceffary,  and  the  fame  to  difplace  at  plea- 
fure,  making  returns  thereof  to  the  commiffaries  general  refpec- 
tively,  who  (hall  have  full  power  to  limit  their  numbers,  to  dif- 
place fuch  as  they  fhall  think  difqualified  for  the  trull:,  and  direct 
their  refpeclive  deputy  commiffaries  general  to  appoint  others  in 
their  (lead  :  that  fpecialcare  be  taken  by  the  officers  empowered 
as  aforefaid,  to  appoint  none  but  perfons  of  probity,  capacity, 
vigilance,  and  attachment  to  the  United  States,  and  the  caufe 
they  are  engaged  in  ;  and  to  make  returns  to  the  board  of  war, 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commander  of  the  refpective 
department,  of  the  affiftant  commiffaries  by  them  refpectively 
appointed,  their  feveral  places  of  abode,  the  time  of  their  ap» 
pointment  and  difmiffion,  and  the  poft,  place,  magazine  or  dif- 
trict  to  which  they  are  feverally  affigned  ;  and  that  the  deputy 
commiffaries  general  of  purchafes  and  iffues  in  the  fame  diftrift 
make  fimilar  returns  to  each  other. 

IV.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  fhall  fuper- 
intend  the  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  purchafes,  and  affiga 
to  each  a  feparate  diftrict,  who  fhall  conftantly  refide  therein, 
and  not  make  any  purchafes  beyond  the  limits  thereof;  and 
every  purchafer  employed  therein  fhall  alfo  have  a  certain  diftrict 
affigned  him  by  the  refpective  deputy  commiffary  general,  in 
which  he  fhall  refide,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  which  he  fhall 
not  be  permitted  to  make  any  purchafes,  unlefs  by  fpecial  order 
of  his  fuperior,  directing  the  quantity  and  quality  of  provifions 
fo  to  be  purchafed  beyond  his  limits,  and  informing  fuch  pur- 
chafer of  the  prices  given  by  the  ftationed  purchafer  in  the  dif- 
trict to  which  he  may  be  fent. 

V.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  fhall  direct  the 
deputy  commiffaries  general  in  their  refpective  diftricts,  to  inform, 
themfelves  and  afiiftants,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  prices  for 
which  the  articles,  which  they  are  to  procure,  may  be  purchafed, 
and  that  neither  they  nor  any  of  the  faid  afiiftants  employed  under 
their  direct'on,  exceed  fuch  prices  -y  and  if  any  deputy  commiffary 
general  of  purchafes  fhaM  neglect  his  duty,  or  be  guilty  of  any 
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fraud  or  mifconducf  in  his  office,  the  commifTary  general  may 
fufpend  him,  and  (hall  immediately  certify  the  fame  to  Congrefs, 
with  the  reafons  for  fuch  fufpenfion,  and  appoint  a  perfon  to  ac\ 
in  his  (lead,  with  all  the  powers  of  a  deputy  commifTary  gene- 
ral until  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs  {hall  be  known  thereon- 

VI.  That  the  prefent  commifTary  general,  by  himfelf  or  his 
deputies,  deliver  unto  the  commifTary  general  of  iffues,  or  his 
deputies  or  afliltantj,  all  and  every  kind  of  provifions  and  other 
public  Mores  in  the  commifTary  general's  department,  that  now 
ine,  or  at  the  time  when  fuch  delivery  fhall  be  made  may  be,  in 
any  of  the  pofls,  places,  magazines  and  More  houfes  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  fame, 
one  fet  whereof,  together  with  a  general  return  of  all  ftores  fo 
delivered,  to  be  fent  to  the  board  oftrcafury,  that  the  commif- 
iary  general  of  iffues  may  be  charged  therewith. 

VII.  That  it  fhall  he  the  duty  of  the  commifTary  general  of 
purchafes,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  deputy  commifTaries  gene- 
ral and  afliftant  commifTaries  of  purchafes,  to  purchafe  all  provi- 
fions and  other  neceffaries  allowed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
allowed  by  Congrefs  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  commifTary  general  of  iffues,  or  his  de- 
puties or  afiillants,  in  fuch  quantities,  and  at  fuch  places  or 
magazines  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  in  the 
refpeftive  department  (hall  diretl. 

VIII.  That  the  commifTary  general  of  iffues  fhall  direct  the 
refpedtive  deputy commiffaries  general  toftation  one  oftheiraf- 
fiftants  at  every  fort,  poll,  place  or  magazine  where  provifions 
are  or  may  be  ftored. 

IX.  That  the  commifTary  general  of  purchafes  fhall  furnifh 
each  of  the  deputy  commifTaries  general  and  affiflants  with  a 
book,  in  which  is  to  be  entered  every  purchafe  by  them  refpec- 
tively  made  :  and  that  all  the  accounts  may  be  kept  in  the  fame 
form,  he  fhall  caufe  the  pages  of  fuch  book  to  be  divided  into 
ten  columns,  in  the  firfl  of  which  fhall  be  entered  the  year, 
month  and  day  in  which  any  purchafe  is  made  ;  in  the  fecond,  the 
names  of  the  perfons  from  whom;  in  the  third,  in  what  place; 
in  the  fourth,  the  fpecies  and  quantity  of  provifions,  and  if 
live  flock,  the  number,  colour  and  natural  marks;  in  the  fifth, 
the  artificial  maiks  and  number  ;  in  the  fixth,  the  prices  ;  in 
the  feventh,  the  amount  of  the  purchafe  money  ;  in  the  eighth, 
ninth  and  tenth,  the  weight  of  the  meat,  hides  and  tallow  of 
the  live  flock  as  hereafter  directed  :  and  the  commifTary  general 
of  iffues  fhall  furnifh  each  of  the  iffuing  deputy  commifTaries  ge- 
neral and  affiftants  with  a  fimilar  book,  in  which  fhall  be  enter- 
ed all  provifions  received  by  them  from  the  purchafers  refpec- 
tively,  the  firfl  column  to  contain  the  time  of  receiving  fuch 
provifion  ;  the  fecond  the  name  of  the  purchafer  ;  and  in  each 
ii£  the  other  columns  the  entries  before  directed, 

X.  That 
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X.  That  each  purchafer  (hall  enter,  In  different  pages  of  the 
faid  book,  each  fpecics  of  provifions  by  him  purchafcd,  and  at 
the  end  of  every  month  (hall  foot  and  transfer  the  faid  entiles  to 
a  general  account,  fpecitying  the  quantity,  amount  and  average 
coil  of  each  article,  and  fhall  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  fuc- 
ceeding  month,  fend  a  copy  of  fuch  account  to  \he  relpective 
deputy  commiffaries  general,  who  ihall  thereupon  make  out  a 
monthly  return  of  all  the  provifions  purchaied  in  hisdiltrict,  fpe- 
cifying  the  quantity,  amount  and  average  coft  of  each  (pecies, 
as  before  directed,  together  with  a  copy  of  each  purchafer's  ae- 
counts,  to  the  board  of  war  and  commiffary  general  of  purchafas, 
within  the  time  limited  as  aforefaid. 

XI.  That  the  purchafing  commiffaries  fhall  deliver  live  ftock 
and  other  provifions  required  by  the  commiffary  or  feveral  de- 
puty commiffaries  general  of  iffues  at  fuch  place  as  they  (hall 
refpedlively  diredl. 

XII.  That  the  deputy  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  in  each 
diftric~l  (hall  fpecially  appoint  one  or  more  affiftants  to  purchafe 
live  ftock,  who  (hall  eaufe  to  be  branded  on  the  horns  of  all 
cattle  by  them  purchafed,  the  number  and  initial  letters  of  their 
names  refpedtively ;  and  fliall  alfo  have  power  to  employ  dro- 
vers, and  a  perfon  at  each  place,  to  which  they  may  refpeit- 
ively  be  direfted  to  fend  cattle,  to  receive,  kill,  and  deliver  the 
fame  as  hereafter  directed. 

XIII.  That  each  drove  of  live  ftock,  or  quantity  of  provifions 
or  other  flores,  that  may  be  fent  to  any  pod,  place  or  magazine, 
by  any  purchafer,  fhall  be  accompanied  with  duplicate  inveices, 
taken  from  the  entries  directed  to  be  made  in  the  books  of  the 
purchafing  commiffaries,  one  of  which,  together  with  the  live 
flock  or  other  ftores,  fliall  be  delivered  at  fuch  poll,  place,  or 
magazine,  to  the  perfon  appointed  to  receive  live  ftock,  or  to  the 
iffuing  commiffaries  refpeftively,  who,  on  the  other  hand, fliall  give 
his  receipt  for  the  articles  received,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  pur- 
chafer by  the  perfon  delivering  the  faid  articles  ;  provided  that  if 
any  live  ftock,  under  the  care  of  the  drover,  fliall  be  wanted  at 
any  other  poll  than  that  to  which  they  were  ordered,  the  pur- 
chafer's  deputy  at  fuch  poft  may  detain  them,  taking  a  copy  of 
the  invoice,  as  far  as  it  refpecls  the  live  ftock  detained,  and  giving 
his  receipt  for  the  fame  on  the  back  of  the  faid  invoice,  fpecifying 
their  marks  and  numbers,  and  the  perfon,  to  whem  the  reiidue 
may  be  delivered,  fliall  give  his  receipt  therefor  on  the  fame 
invoice,  and  detain  the  other  for  his  ufe  as  aforefaid. 

XIV.  That  each  drove  of  live-ftock  fliall  be  killed  under  the 
direction  of  the  purchafer's  deputy  receiving  the  fame,  who  fliall 
weigh  and  deliver  the  meat  to  the  commiffary  of  iffues  of  the 
refpedlivepoll,  together  with  duplicates  of  theinvoice  left  by  the 
drover,  entering  in  the  eighth  column  the  weight  of  the  quarters 
of  the  feveral  creatures  j  in  the  ninth,  the  weight  of  the  hide  ; 

in 
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in  the  tenth>  the  weight  of  the  tallow  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  each 
invoice,  the  number  of  heads  and  tongues  :  and  the  commiffary 
of  iffues  fiiall  indorfehis  receipt  on  one  of  the  invoices  and  deli- 
ver it  to  the  deputy  aforefaid,  who  (hall  return  it  to  the  purcha- 
fer  as  his  voucher,  and  to  enable  him  to  fill  up  the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  columns  of  the  entries  in  his  book;  and  the  other 
fhall  be  kept  by  the  iffuing  commifiary  for  his  own  ufe. 

XV.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  mall  contract 
by  himfelf,  or  the  refpective  deputy  commiflaries  general,  with 
one  or  more  perfons  in  each  diftridt,  to  make  or  fupply  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  vinegar  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

XVI.  That  the  deputy  commiflaries  general  of  purchafes  take 
fpecial  care  to  procure  full  fupplies  of  vegetables,  as  being  ellen- 
tially  neceffary  to  the  health  of  the  army  ;  and  they  are  refpec- 
tivelv  empowered  and  directed,  with  the  advice  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  or  commander  of  the  refpedtive  diftridt,  to  hire  land 
therein,  and  raife  fuch  quantities  of  vegetables  as  are  wanted,  and 
cannot  be  othefwife  procured  for  the  army  ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
to  employ  fuitable  perfons  to  conduit,  and  labourers  to  affilt  in 
carrying  on  the  faid  bufinefs. 

XVII  That  the  commifiary  general  of  purchafes  fiiall,  from, 
time  to  time,  apply  to  Congrefs  for  all  the  money  wanted  in  his 
department,  and  ihail  make  the  neceffary  advances  to  the  refpec- 
tive  deputy  commiflaries  general,  calling  them  to  account  as  often 
as  he  (hall  judge  it  neceffary  ;  and  the  deputy  commiflaries  ge- 
neral (hall,  in  like  manner,  make  advances  of  the  money  received 
of  the  faid  commiffary  general  to  their  refpedtive  affiitants,  and 
call  them  to  account  as  aforefaid. 

XVIII.  That  the  commifiary  and  deputy  commiflaries  general 
of  purchafes  and  iffues,  ftall  refpedtively  be  accountable  for  the 
condudt  of  the  officers  of  their  own  appointment,  and  all  the  ac- 
counts of  purchafes  and  iffues  mail,  once  in  fix  months,  be  iettled 
by  the  refpective  commiflaries  general  with  the  proper  commif- 
fioners  of  accounts  ;  each  account  of  purchafes  to  be  vouched  by 
trie  feveral  bills  and  receipts  of  the  venders,  fpecifying  the  coft, 
and  .he  receipts  of  the  iffuing  commiflaries  (hewing  the  delivery 
of  all  articles  therein  charged ;  and  each  account  of  iffues  by  the 
victualling  returns  hereafter  directed  to  be  made,  and  reccip  s  for 
all  provifions  charged  therein  as  rations,  or  fent  by  the  refpedtive 
illuing  commiffary  to  any  other.  And  the  committal  ies  general 
flutll  produce  the  monthly  returns  of  the  feveral  purchasing  and 
iffuing  commiflaries,  to  be  ufed  by  the  conimifnoners  in  adjufl- 
ing  their  refpedlive  accounts. 

XIX.  That  the  commiflaries  general  of  purchafes  and  iffues, 
and  their  refpective  deputies,  for  negledt  of  duty,  or  other  offences 
in  their  refpedtive  offices,  fnall  be  fubjedt  to  military  arrelt  and 
trial  by  order  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  any  general  officer 
commanding  a  divifion  of  the  army,  poft  or  department,  where 
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fuch  neglcft  of  duty  or  offence  may  happen  ;  and  the  refpe&ive 
affillants  of  the  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  purchafcs  snd 
iffues,  (hall,  for  the  fame  caufcs,  be  liable  to  military  arreft  aa 
commiffioned  officers  in  the  army,  by  any  general  officer,  or  any 
officer  commanding  at  a  detached  poll  to  which  fuch  afiiflants 
may  be  afiigned. . 

XX.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues  fhall  fuperintend 
the  refpective  deputy  commiffaries  gener?l,  and  affign  to  eacha 
feparate  diftrict  ;  and  have  full  powers  to  fufpend  them  and  ap- 
point others  for  a  time,  as  already  appointed  for  the  commiffary 
general  of  purchafes. 

XXI. That  every  iffuing  commiffary  fhall  enter  indiftirclptiges 
of  the  book  mentioned  in  the  ninth,  article,  each  fpecies  cl  pro- 
vifions  or  other  llores  received  by  him,  including  the  provilions 
delivered  by  other  iffuing  commiffaries  or  the  prefent  commiffary 
general,  and  the  fame  entries  fhall  be  made  with  refpe£l  to  thefe, 
as  therein  are  direc"tcd,  when  provifions  are  received  from  the 
purchafers;  excepting  that  the  prices  and  coft  of  articles  delivered 
by  the  laid  commiffaries  may  be  omitted. 

XXII.  That  every  iffuing  commiffary  fhall  be  furnifhed  with 
a  book  of  iffues,  in  which  he  fhall  open  a  feparate  account  with 
each  regiment,  corps,  or  detachment  to  which  he  may  iffue,  or 
commiffary  to  which  he  may  fend  or  deliver'provifions;  and  each 
page  thereof  fhall  be  divided  into  columns  in  the  firft  of  which 
fhall  be  entered  the  time  of  delivery  ;  in  the  fecond,  the  name 
of  the  officer,  upon  whofe  return  provifions  are  iffued,  or  by 
whom  fent  to  any  other  iffuing  commiffary ;  in  the  third,  the 
number  of  rations,  and  in  other  feparate  columns  the  feveral 
quantities  of  each  fpecies  of  provifions  delivered  as  rations,  or 
fent  to  the  commiffaries  as  aforefaid.  And  on  the  laft  day  of 
every  month,  he  fhall  foot  the  faid  accounts,  and  alfo  all  the 
accounts  of  provifions  received  and  entered  in  the  book  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article. 

XXIII.  That  every  iffuing  commiffary  fhall  take  duplicate  re- 
ceipts for  each  quantity  of  provifions  and  llores  by  him  fent  to 
any  pod,  place  or  magazine,  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  entries 
directed  to  be  made  in  the  book  of  iffues,  one  of  which  he  fhall 
deliver  to  the  officer,  or  perfon  employed  to  deliver  the  faid  pro- 
vifions or  ftores  ;  and  the  iffuing  commiffary  at  iuchpoft,  place, 
or  magazine,  or  at  any  intermediate  pofl,  who  may  receive  fuch 
provifions  or  ftores,  or  any  part  thereof,  fhall  certify  the  quantity 
oq  the  back  of  the  faid  receipt,  which  the  officer,  or  perfon  who 
delivered  the  provifions,  fhall  return  to  the  commiffary  that  fent 
them  as  his  voucher  :  And  in  cafes  of  deficiency,  the  commiffary 
who  fent  the  provifions  fhall  credit  the  commiffary  to  whom  they 
were  direfted  for  the  quantity  loft,  if  the  fame  has  been  placed 
to  his  debit,  and  fhall  charge  twice  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
account  of  the  officer  or  perfon  employed  to  deliver  it,  and  fhall 
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alfo  tranfmit'a  copy  of  the  faid  account  to  the  pay-mailer  or  de* 
puty  pay-mailer  general  in  the  diitritf.,  who  fhall  fend  to  the 
iffuing  commiffary  a  receipt  for  fuch  account  to  be  produced  by 
him  on  fettlement,  and  (hall  alfo  deduct  the  amount  thereof  from 
the  pay  of  the  delinquent,  and  credit,  the  United  States  therefor: 
provided  that  if  any  provifions  or  ftores  (hall  be  lofl  by  unavoid- 
able accident,  and  the  fame  is  proved  by  fworn  evidences  before 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  pod  from  or  to  which  fuch  pro- 
vifions or  {lores  were  fent,  his  certificate,  with  the  proof  annex- 
ed, mall .  authorife  the  commiffary  to  cancel  fuch  charge. 

XXIV.  That  no  provifions  be  iffued  to  any  perfon  but  by  the 
written  order  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  cf  any 
department,  tlie  quarter- mafier  general,  any  of  his  deputies  or 
amttants,  the  -commanding  officer  of  a  port,  defcribing  the  per- 
fon in  whofe  favour  fuch  order  fiiall  be  given  ;  or  upon  a  return 
figned  by  the  commanding  officer. of  a  corps,  or  detachment 
thereof,  whether  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned,  or  by  the 
regimental  quarter-mailer. 

XXV.  That  when  any  troops  are  ordered  to  quit  a  pofl:,  and 
the  iffuing  commiffary  remains  at  fuch  pofl,  the  refperftive  com- 
manding officers  of  the  feveral  regiments  or  corps,  fhall  call  on 
the  iffuing  commiffary  for  a  certificate,  fpecifying  the  day  to 
which  they  were  victualled  inclufivcly;  and  in  cafe  detachments 
of  difierent  regiments  or  corps  are  made,  the  commanding  officer 
of  fuch  detachments  fhall  procure  a  certificate  from  the  com- 
mifiary,  in  which  ihall  be  inferted  the  days  to  which  the  different 
troops  of  which  l;i3  detachment  may  be  compofed  were  victual- 
led, and  the  next  and  every  fubfequent  provifion  return  for  fuch 
detachment  (hall  didlnguiih  the  corps  out  of  which  it  is  formed, 
and  the  numb;'-  of  each  corps,  to  the  end  that  the  commiffary 
may  charge  each  corps  with  the  provifion  iffued  to  it  ;  "and  if 
.any  commiff-.ry  at  any  other  peft  flir.il  victual  any  corps  or  de- 
tachment comprehended  in  the  foregoing  defcription  before  fuch 
certificates  are  produced,  he  (hall  charge  the  officer  commanding 
the  fame,  with  twenty  days  provifion  for  the  whole  number  of 
men  under  his  care,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  pay-mafter 
general,  or  deputy  pay-mnfier  general  in  the  diftridt,  who  fhall 
make  the  proper  tioppages,  and  alfo  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
who  fhall  charge  him  therefor.  Provided.  That  if  fuch  certifi- 
cates he  procured  and  delivered  within  thirty  days  after  the  firlf. 
•  ii awing  of  fuch  provifions  without  certificate,  the  cemmifiary 
generai  fiiL.ll  cancel  the  charge*  keeping  the  certificate  as  a 
voucher  for  fo  doing  :  Provided  alfo,  'J  hat  notwithstanding  fuch 
certificate  may  be  produced,  if  it  fhall  appear  that  the  officer 
commanding  any  corps  or  detachment,  has  drawn  more  provi- 
fion than  the  corps  or  detachment  was  entitled  to,  he  fhall  ftand 
charged  the  double  quantity  fo  over  drawn. 

XXVI.  That 
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XXVI.  That  every  iffuing  commiffary  fhall  take  receipts  for 
the  number  of  rations,  and  for  fo  much  of  every  fpeeies  of  pro- 
vifions as  he  may  iffue. 

XXVII.  That  every  iffuing  commiffary,  on  the  lad  drawing 
.day  preceding  the  laft  drawing  day  of  every  month,  fhall  victual 
the  troops  up  to  the  laft  day  of  the  month  inslufive  ;  and  if  pro- 
vifions mould  be  ordered  for  troops  going  on  detachments,  for 
fuch  time  as  would  run  beyond  that  day,  two  returns  fhall  be 
made  out,  one  to  the  laft  day  of  the  month  inclufive,  and  one 
from  the  firft  day  of  the  month  inclufive  to  the  time  ordered. 

XXVIII.  That  every  iffuing  commiffary  (hall  number  the 
provifion  returns,  and  indorfe  the  fame  with  the  date  thereof, 
and  the  number  of  men  victualled,  and  put  the  returns  of  each 
detachment  or  corps  on  feparate  files,  each  to  contain  the  re- 
turns of  a  month  for  fuch  corps  or  detachment. 

XXIX.  That  wherever  any  capital  magazine  fhall  be  efta- 
blifhed,  the  commander  in  chief  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
department  fliall  order  ftore-houfes  to  'be  built,  and  a  barrack 
•for  fifty  men,  and  the  fame  to  be  inclofed  with  a  ftockade. 

XXX.  That  whenever  any  of  the  provifions  or  ftores  in  any  of 
.the  magazines  become  fo  damaged  as  to  threaten  a  total  lofs  of 
all  fuch  damaged  provifions,  the  commiffary  of  iffues,  to  whofe 
care  fuch  provifions  may  be  committed,  fhall  make  return  thereof 
immediately  to  the  deputy  commiffary  general  of  iffues,  who  is  to 
apply  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  fome  general  officer,  to  or- 
der a  court  of  enquiry,  who  fliall  thereupon  grant  one,  and  fuch 
•provifions  as  may  by  the  court  be  condemned  fhall  be  fold  at  pub- 
lic vendue,  under  the  direction  of  the  deputy  commiffarygene- 
ral  of  iffues  public  notice  being  giving  of  fuch  fale,  by  adver- 
tifements  at  leaft  ten  days  before  the  day  of  fale,  unlefsthe  court 
fliould  determine  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  fold  at  an  earlier  day. 

XXXI.  That  every  affiftant  commiffary  of  iffues  fhall,  within 
fix  days  after  the.  laft  day  of  every  month,  make  a  return  to  the 
deputy  commiffary  general  of  the  diftn'A,  of  all  provifions  and 
ftores  in  his  magazine  or  (lore  at  the  laft  preceding  return  ;  of  all 
provifions  by  him  received  in  the  preceding  month  ;  from  whom 
and  whence;  of  what  he  has  iffued,  fpecifying  the  regiment  and 
corps,  and  the  number  of  rations,  and  quantity  of  each  fpeeies 
of  provifions  drawn  by  the  fame  ;  and  of  what  remains  in  flore. 

XXXII.  That  each  deputy  commiffary  general  of  iffues  fhall, 
from  the  monthly  returns  of  the  affiftant  commiffaries,  make  out 
a  general  return  for  the  diftrict,  fpecifying  what  remained  in  the 
magazines  or  ftores  at  the  laft  return  ;  what  has  been  received 
fince  ;  the  number  of  rations  and  quantity  of  provifions  iffued, 
and  what  remains  in  ftore,  diftinguifhing  the  feveral  pofts,  places, 
magazines,  and  regiments  or  corps  as  aforefaid  ;  one  to  be  fent 
to  the  board  of  war,   one  to  the  commander  in  chief,  one  to  t]ie 
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commander  of  the  department,  one  to  the  commiiTaxy  general 
of  purchafes,  and  one  to  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues. 

XXXIII.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  and  com- 
miffary general  of  iffues,  each  in  his  own  department,  make  a 
general  monthly  return  to  the  board  of  war,  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  refpective  diftrifts,  and 
take  fpecial  care  conftantly  to  provide  and  furnifh  each  of  the 
officers  under  him  with  printed  forms  of  the  books,  invoices, 
receipts  and  returns,  to  be  ufed  by  them  refpectively,  agreeable 
to  thefe  refolves. 

XXXIV.  That  no  returns  of  rations  drawn  or  returned  by  the 
feveral  regiments  be  hereafter  made  by  the  iffuing  commiffaries 
to  the  commiffary  general  of  muflers,  or  by  him  to  the  adjutant 
general,  or  by  the  adjutant  general  to  the  board  of  war,  as  di- 
rected in  the  regulations  of  the  mutter  mailer  general's  depart* 
ment,   pafTed  by  Congrefs  the  fourth  day  of  April  laft. 

XXXV.  That  the  commiffaries  general  and  the  refpe&ive  offir 
cers  under  them,  apply  to  the  quarter  mafter  general  or  his  re- 
fpedlive  officers,  for  waggons,  teams  and  horfes  wanted  in  the 
feveral  diftricls  ;  and  if  at  any  time  it  fhall  be  neceffary  to  hire 
the  fame,  they  are  not  to  exceed  the  rates  ftipulated  by  Congrefs, 
or  the  qurt.er  mafter  general  aforefaid. 

XXXVI.  That  all  perfons  employed  to  purchafc  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  any  articles  in  the  feveral  departments  of  the  commif- 
fary general  of  purchafes,  quarter  mafter,  director,  or  clothier 
general,  or  the  commiffary  general  of  military  ilores,  fhall  pre- 
viously apply  to  them  or  the  principal  officers  under  them  refpec- 
tively,  for  certificates  of  the  feveral  prices  by  them  allowed  for 
fuch  articles,  and  fhall  not,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  exceed 
fuch  prices.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to 
give  their  purchafers  refpedlively  fimilar  directions. 

XXXVII,.  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes,  from 
time  to  time,  provide  fufficient  quantities  of  fait,  and  deliver  it 
to  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues,  or  the  refpedtive  officers  un- 
der him  who  are  directed  to  iffue  to  the  troops  only  fuch  quan- 
tities, and  in  fuch  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
mander of  the  refpe&ive  diftrict  fliall  direct.  And  the  commiffary 
general  of  iffues  fhall  direct  therefpective  deputy  commiffaries  ge- 
neral to  employ  a  fuitable  number  of  coopers  and  packers,  who 
fliall  fait  and  pack  provifions  at  the  feveral  magazines  and  ftorcs, 
and  take  the  proper  precautions  with  refpect  to  all  provifions 
therein  depofited. 

XXXVIII.  And  whereas  great  confufion  hath  arifen  from 
the  manner  in  which  officers  and  foldier6  have  been  paid  for  ra- 
tions and  parts  of  rations  allowed  to,  but  not  drawn  by,  them 
refpectively  : 

Rejolvedy  That  the  parts  of  a  ration  be  eftimatcd  as  follows, 
viz.   For  the  daily  allowance  of  beef,  pork  or  fifh,  four  ninetieths 

of 
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ef  a  dollar ;  of  bread  or  flour,  two  ninetieths  ;  of  peafe  or  beans, 
one  ninetieth;  of  milk,  one  ninetieth  ;  of  beer,  one  ninetieth  ; 
of  rice,  one  half  of  a  ninetieth  ;  and  of  foap,  one  half  of  a  nine- 
tieth ;  making  in  the  whole  ten  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  fur  each 
ration :  and  that  for  the  future,  the  quarter  mailer  or  other 
perfon  drawing  provifion  for  any  regiment,  corps  or  detachment, 
fhall,  on  the  laft  day  of  every  month,  make  out  an  abftract  of 
the  number  of  retained  rations  due  to  each  officer  refpe&ively, 
and  alfo  the  number  of  each  part  of  a  ration  due  to  fuch  regi- 
ment, corps  or  detachment,  and  deliver  the  fame  to  the  refpec- 
tive  iffuing  commiffary,  who  fhall  compare  it  with  I113  books,  and 
finding  it  right,  fhall  certify  thereon  that  the  feveral  charges  lit 
the  abftrad  are  juft,  and  that  fuch  a  fum  as  he  fhall  find  to  be 
due  fhall  be  paid  to  the  refpective  pay-mafter  of  the  regiment, 
corps  or  detachment,  who  fhall  annex  the  faid  abftracT:  to  the  pay 
roll,  that  the  pay-mafler  or  deputy  pay-mafter  general  of  the 
diftrift  may  pay,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  pay  fuch  ration 
abftraft  to  the  regimental  pay-mafter,  who  is  directed  to  pay  the 
refpeftive  officers  and  foldiers,  and  take  their  receipts.  And 
when  any  regiment,  corps  or  detachment,  or  iffuing  commiffary 
is  ordered  to  leave  a  poft  before  the  end  of  the  month,  the  ra- 
tion abftraft,  fhall  be  made  up  to  the  day  of  his  or  their  leaving 
the  poft,  and  certified  by  the  commiffary  as  aforefaid. 

XXXIX.  That  the  commiffary  of  iffues  at  every  poft  where 
cattle  are  killed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  appoint  a  careful  per- 
fon to  take  charge  of  the  hides  and  tallow,  to  fee  that  the  form- 
er are  properly  dried,  and  that  the  latter  is  properly  rendered, 
arid  that  both  are  difpofed  of  as  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues, 

by  order  of  Congrefs,  fhall  direft. 

XL.  That  the  commiffary  and  deputy  commiffaries  general 
of  purchafes  in  each  department,  and  every  purchafer  employed 
under  them,  fhall  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

/ -—*•> ,  do  folemnly  arid  Jincerely  /wear    (or  affirm)  in  the 

prefenee  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  not  collude  with  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatever  to  inhanee  the  price  of  provifions,  or  any  article  of 
commerce  which  I  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  direSed  to  purchafe 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  I  will  endeavour,  by  every 

honefl  means  in  my  power,  to  procure  the  articles  which  I  may  be  di" 
reeled  to  purchafe  at  the  mojl  reafonable  rates  ;  and  that  I  will  not 
charge  the  public  with  any  advance  on  any  purchafes  by  me  to  be  made, 

and  thai  I  will  in  all  things  can  duel  my f elf  as  becometh  a  faithful 
fervant  of  the  public. 

XLI.  That  the  commiffary  and  the  deputy  commiffary  gen- 

ral  of  iffues  in  each  department,  and  every    iffuing  commiffary 

employed  under  them,  fhall  take  the  faid  oath  of  fidelity  and 

the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

/  do  f wear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  receive,  tale  the  care 

*f}  and  iffue  the  provifions  and  other  Jlorss  committed  to  my  trujl,  and 
B  b    2  hep 
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keep  regular  accounts  and  make  regular  returns ',  agreeable  to  the  refo- 
iutions  of  Congrefs,  and  oftner  if.  thereunto  required  by  any  fuperior 
officer  having  right  to  order  returns  ;  and  that  I  nvill  in  all  things 
houejlly  demean  my f elf  as  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confider  and  report  to-morrow, 
what  compenfation  ought  to  be  made  to  the  feveral  officers  in 
the  conimifTary's  department  for  their  fervices  : 

That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  the  officers  in  the 
commifiary's  department. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  a  warrant  mould  iflue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  efq;  com- 
miifioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Newjerfey,  in  favour 
of  John  Gibfon,  efq;  auditor-general  for  69,100  dollars  i  the 
faid  J.  Gibfon  to  be  accountable." 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  accordingly. 

In  confluence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commiffioners  of  ae- 
counts,  the  auditor  general  reports  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  captain  Garland,  and  other  officers,  for 
their  expences,  being  .a  fecond  divilion  as  officers  of  a  guard  with 
military  itores  from  Sinepuxe'nt  to  Philadelphia,  120.5 J  dollars : 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Eleazer  Ofwald,  for  his  pay!  from  the 
lit  September,  1775,  to  the  ift  January,  1777  ;  as  alfo  for  two 
month*  extra  pay  for  clothing  allowed  in  Canada,  18  months, 
art  40  dollars  a  month,  720  dollars;  and  for  1825  rations,  at 
jo.tjoths  of  a  dollar,  202.70  dollars,  the  whole  amounting  to 
922.70  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

■  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  John 
Gibfon,  efq;  in  favour  of  William  Henderfon,  pay-matter  of 
colonel  Moylan's  regiment  of  light  horfe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
reginvenr  ;  the  pay-malter  to  be  accountable.  0 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refilved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  inform  ge- 
neral Howe,  that  this  Congrefs  molt  fincerely  lament  theneceffity 
to  which  they  are  driven  by  the  cruel  policy  of  their  enemies,  of  en- 
tering into  any  refolutions  which  have  any  appearance  of  feverity 
towards  thofe  prifonersof  war  who  have  fallen  or  may  fall  into  our 
hand.; ;  but  that  there  is  no  other  means  in  our  power  of  inducing 
our  enemies  to  refpedl  the  rights  ot  humanity;  that  with  this  view 
only  it  is  their  determined  refolution  to  carry  into  execution  the 
law  of  retaliation  :  that  if  any  perfons  belonging  to  or  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  who  now  are, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  prifoners  to  lord  or  general  Howe,  or  any 
other  commander  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  forces  by  fea  or  land, 
[hall  be  fent  to  the  realm  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  faid  king,  to  be  there  confined  in  common 
goals  of  great  .Britain,  or  any  other  place  or  places  of  confine- 
ment in  pursuance  of  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Britiih  parliament, 

or 
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or  any  other  pretence  whatever;  it  is  the  refolution  of  this  Con- 
grefs,  to  treat  the  prifoners  nowin  our  power,  and  fuch  as  here- 
after may  fall  into  our  hands,  in  a  manner  as  nearly  fimilar  as 
our  circumftances  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  governor  Cafwell's  letter  of  the 
20th  April,  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington,  with  a  re- 
commendation, provided  the  general  has  not  already  appointed 
commanding  officers  to  complete  the  fixteen  additional  battalions; 
that  colonel  Abraham  Sheppard,  of  North  Carolina,  be  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  one  of  the  faid  additional  battalions. 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed,  that  that 
elaufe  of  the  refolution  of  the  30th  May  laft,  "  the  rank  of  each 
clafs  of  the  faid  officers  to  be  fettled  by  the  date  of  their  com- 
millions  from  the  king  of  France,"  intended  only  their  relative 
rank  among  one  another  ;  but  that  their  commiffions  in  the  Ame- 
rican army,  be  dated  by  general  Wafhington,  on  the  day  when 
they  (hall  be  filled. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Pennfylvania 
board  of  war*  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    June  1 1,   1777. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Pennfylvania  board  of  war,  &c. 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  governor  Livingfton  be  requefted  forwith  to 
order  out  500  of  the  militia  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  to  affill 
in  compleating  the  works  now  erecting  at  Billingfport,  for  the 
defence  of  the  river  Delaware;  it  being  of  the  utrnoft  confequence 
that  the  fortifications  at  that  place  be  compleated  without  delay. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Pennfylvania  board  of  war,  and  the  committee  of"  Congrels,  to 
view  the  works  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware, 
together  with  the  refoluion  for  calling  out  500  of  the  New-Jerfey 
militia,  be  communicated  to  the  prefident  and  fuprerne  executive 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  that  it  be  earneuMy 
recommended  to  them,  in  conjunction  with  general  Mifflin  and 
Monfieur  du  Coudray,  to  carry  into  execution  the  mod  effectual 
meafures  for  defending  the  river  Delaware. 

Refohed,  That  the  continental  navy  board,  or  board  of  af- 
fiflants  to  the  marine  committee,  be  impowered  to  direct  the 
commanders  of  the  feveral  continental  fhips,  gallies,  and  other 
armed  veffels,  now  in  the  Delaware,  to  co-operate  with  the  naval 
force  of  Pennfylvania  in  defending  the  feveral  paffes  thereof, 
fhould  the  enemy  make  any  attempt  thereon. 

Refohed, 
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Refohed,  That  the  commanders  of  the  faid  mips,  galliei,  and 
armed  veffels,  obey  the  orders  and  inftructions  of  the  faid  board; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  exert  their  utmoft  abili- 
ties in  oppofing  the  enemy's  {hips  that  may  attempt  paffing  up 
the  faid  river. 

Ordered, That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Benjamin  Flower, 
commiffary  general  of  military  (lores,  for  the  public  fervice ;  he 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  David  Hall,  colonel  of  the 
Delaware  battalion,  for  the  ufe  thereof }  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refo/ved,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafcs,  {hall  keep 
his  office  in  the  place  where  Congrefs  ftiall  fit,  and  that  he  or 
his  clerk  conftantly  attend  therein. 

Ordered,  That  loco  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Wilkins,  one 
of  the  four  captains  nominated  by  generalArmftrong,  in  pur- 
fuance  cf  authority  to  him  given  by  general  Washington,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  cjmpany  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commifGoners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  : 

44  That  there  is  due  to  HughCon,  to  be  paid  to  John  Benezet, 
cfq;  for  boarding  and  nurfing  two  fick  foldiers,  22  dollars:" 

"  To  Jacob  Miller,  for  1 1 8  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
inarch,  15.66  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  and  committee  appointed  to 
devife  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  current 
year,  brought  in  a  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  another  report. 

The  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  fait, 
brought  in  a  report. 

The  feveral  matters  to  thi»  day  referred  being  pcftpohed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  h  u  r  s  D  A  Yj  June  iz,   1777; 

Ordered,  That  icco  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel 
John  Nevil,  for  the  ufe  of  the  twelfth  Virginia  regiment  ,•  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Mr.  Serjeant  laid  before  Congrefs,  a  letter  from  Gunning  Bed- 
ford, dated  City  Tavern,  Wednefday,  1-2  after  8  o'clock,  con- 
taining a  challenge  for  words  fpoken  by  Mr.  Sergeant  in  the 
conrfe  of  debate  in  Congrefs  together  with  his  anfwer,  and  Mr. 
Bedford's  reply,  which  were  read  : 

Sundry  refolutions  being  moved  and  debated,  the  decifion 
thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate,  was  postponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpdned,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday, 
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Friday,    June  13,    1777. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Arnold,  and  one  of  the  fame 
date  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  were 
read;: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Morgan,  with  the  paper* 
inclofed*  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  ioo»ooo  dollars,  be  drawn  on 
Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  general  Mifflin,  quarter  malted 
general  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  laid  before 
them  by  the  delegate  of  New-Jerfey  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  have,  and  always  had,  autharity  to 
proteel  their  members  from  infult  for  any  thing  by  them  faid  or 
done  in  Congrefs,  in  the  exercife  of  their  duty,  which  is  a  pri- 
vilege effential  to  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  to  the  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  the  great  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  eonftituents, 
Refohed,  That  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford  be  ferved  with  a  copy 
of  the  faid  letters,  and  that  he  be  fummoned  to  attend  Congrefs 
to-morrow  morning,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  2600  dollars  be  advanced  to  general  Arnoli 
on  account. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commihloners  of  ac- 
counts, the  auditor  general  reports  : 

«*  That  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Berlin,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Northampton  county,  for  the  amount  of  his  account 
of  fundry  fupplies  to  the  continental  troops  and  militia,  on  their 
way  to  and  from  head  quarters,  in  New-Jerfey,  518.25  dollars; 
for  the  amount  of  his  account  of  fundrics  fupplied  the  Indians, 
by  order  of  the  commiffioners,  at  the  conference  held  at  Ealton, 
14.10.48  dollars  ;  and  for  an  allowance  made  him  for  his  trouble, 
expence,  and  advancing  the  above  fum,  96.39  dollars,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  2025.22  dollars  : 

"  To  John  Arnell,  late  a  foldier,  for  his  blanket,  his  property, 
loft'  in  the  engagement  at  Trenton,  and  to  be  paid  to  captain. 
M'Dowell,  660 dollars."' 

Ordered  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  fait  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Rates  to  offef 
fuch  liberal  encouragement  to  perfons  importing  fait  for  theule 
of  the  faid  ftates,  as  they  fhall  judge  will  be  effectual: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  ftate  to  employ  one  or  more 
TefTels  for  the  importation  of  fait  into  their  refpe&ive  ftates,  for 
their  own  more  immediate  benefit,  and  at  the  public  charge  of 
the  faid  ftate  ; 

That  the  agents  for  the  United  States  in  Europe  and  the  Weft - 
Indies,  be  directed  and  enabled  by  the  fecret  eommittee,  to  effeft 

the 
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the  importation  of  fait  into  thefe  ftates  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  by  all  veffels  bound  to  America,  fubjeft  to  fuch  regula- 
tions and  reftridtions  as  the  fecret  committee  may  direct  : 

That  it  be  an  inftruction  to  all  matters  of  veffels  taking  on 
board  cargoes  for  America,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  if 
poffible,  to  ballad  the  veffels  with  fait,  unlefs  otherwife  fpecially 
ordered  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  ereft  and  en- 
courage, in  the  moft  liberal  and  effectual  manner,  proper  works 
for  the  making  of  fait. 

A  depoution  of  Samfon  Lutes,  and  one  of  Thomas  Jordan, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs, 

Mr.  Paca  laid  before  Congrefs  a  latter  from  colonel  Hall,  of  the 
Maryland  forces,  dated  Rocky-Hill,  June  II,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

*'.  That  by  the.  terms  of  the  treaty  held  at  Johnftown,  the  18th 
January,  1776,  between  major  general  Schuyler,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  Scotch  inhabitants 
of  Tryon  county,  Archibald  M'Donnel,  Allan  M'Donnel,  Alex- 
ander M  Donnel,  Reynold  M'Donnel,  and  Allan  M'Donnel, 
jun.  who  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  were  encourag- 
ed to  expect  to  be  fupported  by  the  United  States  in  the  rank  of 
gentlemen  during  their  confinement  ,  and  the  ordinary  allowance 
to  prifoners  of  two  dollars  a  week  being  incompetent  for  that 
purpofe,  that  there  be  allowed  to  the  faid  prifoners  refpe&ively, 
after  the  rate  of  3,69  dollars  per  week,  for  their  fubfiftence, 
f  torn  the  time  of  their  confinement ;  and  the  farther  fum  of  73 
1-3  dollars,  for  neceffary  expences  incurred  by  them  in  their  at- 
tendance upon  Congrefs,  by  leave  of  general  Schuyler,  to  folicit  a 
farther  allowance,  the  difference  of  fubfiftence  and  expence  both 
amounting  to  678.60  dollars 

That  they  have  taken  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  Ro- 
bert Erwin.  waggon  mafter,  referred  to  them  by  Congrefs,  and 
are  of  opinion,  that  his  account  for  pay,  clerks  wages,  &c.  &c. 
from  I2thjuly,  1775,  to  the  19th  May,  1 777>  is  juft  and  rea- 
sonable, and  that  a  warrant  fhould  iffue  in  his  favour  for  the  fum 
of  1350  dollars,  the  amount  of  his  account." 

Rtfolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd,  ad* 
journtd  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Saturday,    June  14,   1777- 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland,  in 
favour  of  Mr.  John  Murray,  affignee  of  David  Flowers,  and 

charged 
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charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  William  Kennon,  the  fame 
being  in  full  of  three  bills,  No  5,  7,  12,  drawn  by  him  agreeable 
to  letters  of  advice  from  John  Rutledge,  Efq,  president  of  South 
Carolina,  dated  Charlcftown,    14th  April,    1777  : 

That  another  warrant  for  14,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  thefaid 
commiffioner,  in  favour  of  the  faid  J  Murray,  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  commilfary  general,  the 
fame  being  in  full  of  his  draught  in  favor  of  the  faid  J.  Murray, 
dated  Middlebrook,  9th  June,  1777,  agreeable  to  his  letter  of 
advice  of  the  faid  date. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  May,  from  Araos  Throop,  at  Providence, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  Captain  John  Steel, 
450  dollars  to  captain  Matthew  Irwin,  and  500  dollars  to  cap- 
tain Samuel  Kearfley,  for  the  ufe  of  their  refpective  independent 
companies  ;  they  refpeclively  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  mcrine  committee  be  impowered  to  g-ive 
ftich  directions  reflecting  the  continental  fhips  of  tvar  in  the  river 
Delaware,  as  they  think  proper,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fucceed  in 
their  attempts  on  the  faid  river. 

Refolved,  That  ths  flag  of  the'thirteen  United  States  be  thir- 
teen ftripes,  alternate  red  and  white  :  that  the  union  be  thirteen 
ftars,  white  in  a  blue  field,  reprefenting  a  new  conftellation. 

The  council  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  having  reprefented  by  letter 
to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  that  captain  John  Roach,  fume 
time  fince  appointed  to  command  the  continental  fhip  of  war 
the  Ranger,  is  a  perfon  of  doubtful  character,  and  ought  not 
to  be  entrufted  with  fuch  a  command  ;  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  captain  Roach  be  fufpended,  until  the  navy 
board  for  the  eaflern  department  fhall  have  enquired  fully  into 
his  character,  and  report  thereon  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolved,  That  captain  John  Paul  Jones  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  faid  fhip  Ranger. 

Refolved,  That  William  Whipple,  efq;  member  of  Congrefs, 
and  of  the  marine  committee  ;  John  Langdon,  efq;  continental 
agent;  and  the  faid  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  be  authorifed  to 
appoint  the  lieutenant,  and  other  commiffioned  and  warrant 
officers  neceffary  for  the  faid  fhip  ;  and  that  blank  commiflions 
and  warrants  be  fent  them,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the 
perfons  they  appoint,  returns  whereof  to  be  made  to  the  navy 
board  in  the  eattern  department. 

Whereas  the  flate  of  New-York,  long  the  feat  of  the  prefect 
unprovoked  war,  and  a  principal  object  of  the  vengeance  of  our 
implacable  enemies,  hath  been,  among  other  calamities,  tor  a 
confiderable  time  deprived  of  her  fea  ports,  and  of  all  the  ad« 
vantages  and  fupplies  of  European  and  Weft-India  commodi- 
ties,  which  other  ftates  derive  from  commerce  ;  and  it  being 

Vol.  III.  C  c  reprefented 
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reprefented  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  fa  id  ftate  are  more  imme- 
diately diftreffed  for  want  of  fait,  which,  though  a  neceffary 
article  of  life,  they  have  no  profpedl  of  procuring  without  the 
interpolation  of  Congrefs  ;  and  it  being  the  duty  of  Congrefs,  as 
well  as  the  refpe&ive  United  States,  to  alleviate  as  far  as  may 
be  in  their  power  the  diftreffes  brought  down  upon  any  branch 
of  the  confederacy,  on  account  of  its  vigorous  oppofition  to  the 
common  enemy,  and  its  virtuous  flruggles  in  the  great  and  glo- 
rious caufe  in  which  all  are  equally  engaged  ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ftate  of  New- York  having  perfevered  amidft  the 
fevered  trials  and  loffes  with  vigour  and  fortitude  in  the  defence 
of  the  liberties  of  America  : 

Rejohed  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  or  legiflatures  of  the  refpective  ftates,  to  encourage  and 
facilitate  the  fupplying  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  while  they 
fhall  continue  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  importation,  with, 
fait  ar.d  other  European  and  Weft- India  commodities,  of  which 
they  may  (land  in  need. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
council  of  fafety,  or  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  a  cargo 
of  about  2000  bufhels  of  fait,  imported  by  Congrefs,  and  now 
in  ftore  at  Plymouth,  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  :  and  that  the 
commiffary  general  be  directed,  if  it  can  be  done  without  preju- 
dice to  the  public  intereft,  to  exchange  for  the  faid  cargo  of  fait, 
an  equal  quantity  nearer  to  the  ftate  of  New -York,  that  the 
diftrefs  of  its  inhabitants  in  that  refpect  may  be  more  immedi- 
ately relieved. 

In  obedience  to  the  fummons  with  which  Mr.  Gunning  Bed- 
ford vvasferved,  he  attended,  and  being  called  in,  acknowledged 
that  the  copies  of  the  letters  with  which  he  was  ferved,  were  true 
copies  of  the  letters  he  wrote  to  and  received  from  Mr.  Ser- 
ge ant  ,  and  having  fpoken  in  juftification  of  his  conduct,  he  was 
ordered  to  withdraw. 

Refofoed,  That  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford  has  been  guilty  of  a 
high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  in  fending  a  challenge 
to  one  of  its  members  for  words  fpoken  by  him  in  this  houfe, 
in  the  conrfe  of  debate. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford  immediately  attend  at 
the  bar  cf  this  houfe,  and  that  the  prefident  inform  him,  that  it 
is  expected  he  will  ailc  pardon  of  the  houfe,  and  of  the  member 
challenged. 

Mr.  Bedford  being  called  in,  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  was 
read  to  him  ;  and  having  allied  pardon  of  the  houfe  and  of  the 
member, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  d  if  miffed. 

lu'folved,  That  major  general  Arnold  be  authorifed  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  all  the  militia  now  at  Briltol,  and 
oa  every  ether  part  of  the  rivet  to  the  eaftward  of  Philadelphia, 

which 
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which  have  been  called  forth  into  fervice  by  a  requifit'on  of  the 
24th  day  of  April  laft  ;  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  difpofe  of 
himfelf,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
he  mail  deem  beft  adapted  to  promote  the  public  fervice. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  fent  to 
the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  1 600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Butler, 
armorer,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  appeals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
from  Jacob  Green,  and  others,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  cf  the  petition  be  granted,  and  a 
new  hearing  awarded  on  the  appeal  brought  againft  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  of  admiralty  in  the  libel  "  Job  Pierce,  againft 
the  brig  Phoenix,''  unlefs  the  appellants  can  fhew  that  notice 
was  duly  given  of  the  appeal :  that  for  this  end  the  petitioner 
ferve  the  appellant  with  a  copy  of  this  refolve,  and  with  notice 
of  the  time,  when  he  ftiall  make  further  application  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Congrefs  to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  for 
a  new  day  to  be  afligned  for  the  faid  hearing. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  16,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  from  general  Waftn 
ington,  at  Middlebrook,  with  copies  of  letters  that  pafTed  be- 
tween him  and  lord  Cornwallis,  and  general  Howe  ;  one  of  the 
8th  and  9th  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed  ;  and  a  letter  and  memorial  from  Appolos  Morriss 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That,  the  letters  of  general  Washington,  lord  Con- 
wallis,  and  general  Howe,  be  publifhed  : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  and  general  Schuy-i 
ler,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

That  the  letter  and  memorial  from  Appolos  Morris,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  take 
into  confederation  general  Waftiington's  letters,  fo  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  faid  Mr.  Morris. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier  general  de  Haas  repair  immediately 
to  general  Waftiington's  head  quarters. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  Conway,  and  a  memorial  from  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Balme,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congrefs,  a  letter  from 
governor  Henry,  which  was  read  : 

C  c  2  Ordered, 
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Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Thomas  Wharton,  prefident  of  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  Moufieur  du  Coudray  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  ap- 
plications, who  arediredteci  to  confer  with  Moufieur  du  Coudray. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conlider  what  compenfation 
{hould  be  made  to  officers  in  the  commiffary's  department, 
brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Refohed,  That  the  pay  and  allowance  to  the  commiffaries 
general,  deputy  commiffaries  general,  affiltants,  and  perfons  em- 
ployed under,  them,  be  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes,  eight  dollars  and 
fix  rations  a  day  : 

To  the  deputy  commifl'aries  general  of  purchafes,  each  five 
dollars  and  four  rations  a  day  : 

To  the  affiitant  commifl'aries  of  purchafes,  each  four  doltars 
per  day  : 

To  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues,  150  dollars  a  month  and 
fix  rations  a  day  : 

To  the  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  iffues,  each  75  dollars 
a  month  and  four  rations  a  day  : 

To  the  affiitant  commiffaries  of  iffues,  each  40  dollars  a  month 
and  two  rations  a  day: 

To  the  clerks  of  the  commiffaries  general  and  deputy  com- 
miiTaries  general,  each  35  dollars  a  month  and  two  rations  a  day  : 

To  fucii  deputies  as  purchafers  of  live  flock  are  impowered 
to  employ  for  receiving  the  fame  at  the  feveral  pofb,  each  27 
dollars  a  month  and  two  rations  a  day,  whilit  in  fuch  ferviee. 

Rr/h'ved?  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  be  im- 
powered to  regulate  the  pay  of  drovers  and  butchers,  and  tranfmit 
fuch  regulations  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues,  in  like  manner,  be  im- 
po«vered  to  regulate  and  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  the  pay  of  coopers, 
packers,  and  other  perfons  he  may  find  neceffary  to  be  employ- 
ed in  fuch  kind  of  ferviees. 

Refohed,  That  Wednefday  next  be  affigned  to  confider  the 
report  from  the  committee  on  the  treafury,  and  the  committee 
appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  expencc 
of  the  current  year. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,  ad* 
journed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Tuesday,    Jims  17,   1777. 
A  letter  of  the  8th  May  from  brigadier  general  R.  Howe,  at 
Charleftown,  with  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial; 

and 
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and  one  of  the  33th  April  from  J  Rutledge,  prefident  of  South- 
Carolina  with  fup.dry  papers  inplofed,  were  read  : 

OrJjrcd,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Howe  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  :  that  the  letter  from  J.  Kutledge,  efq; 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  31,590  dollars  be  pafled  in  the 
treafury  books  to  the  crcdir  of  the  hate  of  South-Carolina,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  William  Kennon,  the  lame  being  in 
full  of  a  bill  No.  1,  drawn  at  Charlieftown,  April  14,  1777,  Dy 
the  faid  William  Kennon,  in  favour  of  John  Rutledge,  efq,  pre- 
fident of  South -Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  itate. 

\n  confequence  of  an  aujuftment  by  the  commifiioners  of  ue- 
counts,  the  auditor  general  reports : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  colonel  Dar^d  Mafcn,  cf  the  15th 
Virginia  regiment,  for  a  pair  of  button  moulds  which  he  procured 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment,  16.60  dollars.'' 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  alfo  reported  : 

!"  That  there  Ihould  be  advanced  to  Andrew  Bryan,  lieutenant 
in  captain  Nathaniel  Mitchell  s  company,  of  colonel  William 
Gr.iyfon's  regiment,  and  charged  to  the  faid  regiment,  80c  dol- 
lars,'' ' 

Ordtred^  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Paul  <  uiiTcy,  late  commander  of  the  fchooner 
Rofanna,  in  behalf  of  John  Brown,  owner  of  the  faid  fchooner, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  cargo,  feized  and  taken 
as  prize  by  the  Rhooner  Priicilla,  commanded  by  Yelvertcn 
Fowkes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  committee  appointed  to  coniider  what  honors  are  due  to 
the  memory  of  general  Wociler,  brought  in  a  icport,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;    whereupon 

Refo!<oed>  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  ge- 
neral Woofter,  with  the  following  infeription  : 

■*  In  honorof  David  Woofler,  brigadier  general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States.  In  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  and 
bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  Britifh  forces  to  Danbury,  in 
Connecticut,  he  received  a  mortal  wound  on  the  27th  day  of 
April,  1777,  and  died  on  the  2d  day  of  May  following.  The 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
merit  and  fervices,  have  caufed  this  monument  to  be  erected. ;' 

Refolded,  That  the  executive  power  of  the  Hate  of  Connecticut 
be  requested  to  carry  the  foregoing  refolution  into  execution  ; 
and  that  500  dollars  be  allowed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  whereupon  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  refoiutions  : 

Whereas  James  Meafe:  efq;  clothier  general,  has  by  his  me- 
morial fet  forth,  "  That  he  is  very  much  embarraiTed  and  per- 
plexed in  the  conducting  of  his  department  by  the  occasional  in- 
terference cf  particular  ltates,  who  frequently,  by  virtue  of  their 

vote* 
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votes  or  refolves,  take  and  appropriate  the  public  clothing  and 
neceSSaries  either  imported  or  purchafed  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinent, on  its  paffage  through  their  refpeftive  ftates,  which  has 
occasioned  much  disappointment,  and  will,  if  not  put  a  flop  to, 
introduce  the  greatelt  diforder  and  confufion  in  his  department, 
and  will  render  it  impoflible  ior  him  to  caufe  an  equal  diftribu- 
tion  amongft  the  troops  of  thefe  ftates."     Therefore, 

Refolded,  That  the  feveral  continental  agents  in  the  different 
ftates,  be  directed  to  deliver  out  no  clothing  imported  or  pur- 
chafed  on  account  of  the  continent,  but  to  the  exprefs  order  of 
the  clothier  general,  or  his  agents;  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
trait fmit  to  the  clothier  general,  an  account  of  all  clothing  that 
may  be  imported  as  expeditiously  as  poffible  after  its  arrival ;  and 
that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  fent  to  the  feveral  ftates. 

Refohed,  That  the  petition  of  Charles  Harrifon  and  Peter 
Campbell,  p-.iSoners  from  the  ftate  of  Nevv-Jerfey,  be  referred 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate. 

Refohed,  That  the  commifiary  general  of  clothing  be  directed 
to  fupply  the  army  with  a  Sufficient  number  of  combs. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe  be  appointed  deputy  Se- 
cretary to  the  board  of  war,  with  a  Salary  of  780  dollars  per 
annum,  to  commence  from  the  10th  day  of  May  lait. 

Refohed,  That  colonel  Hall,  of  the  4th  Maryland  regiment,  . 
be  furnifiWd  out  of  the  continental  ftore  with  as  much  clothing  as 
the  men  of  the  late  captain  Yates's  company  want  to  fupply  their 
preSent  neceffities  ;  the  Same  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  pay, 
and  for  that  purpofe  an  account  thereof  to  be  rendered  by  the 
clothier  general  to  the  paymafter  of  the  faid   regiment. 

A  letter  from  governor  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  with  fundry 
accounts,  relative  to  the  militia  of  that  ftate,  who  were  called  in- 
to Service  laft   winter,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
corhmiffioher  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts  Bay, 
ra  favour  of  James  M.afe,  efq;  clothier  general,  or  order,  for 
the  public  Service,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  for  100,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  com- 
miffioner  of  the  loan  otRce  for  the  ftate  of  New  Hampfhire,  in 
favor  of  the  ftate  of  New-HampSliire,  for  the  ufe  thereof,  the 
faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  battalion  directed  by  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  to  be  raifed  under  the  command  of  col.  Abraham 
Sheppard,  be  admitted  on  the  continental  eftabh'fhnient,  and  con- 
sidered one  of  the  Sixteen  battalions,  which  general  Washington 
was  empowered  to  raife  and  commiffion  ;  the  Several  ftipulations 
and  conditions  by  the  fuid  ftate   provided,  relative   to   the  Said 

battalion 
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battalion  being  obferved  ;  and  that  the  faid  col  Sbeppaid  be  or- 
dered as  focn  as  300  rank  and  file  flail  be  enlifltd  into  his  faid 
battalion,  if  within  the  fimt  by  the  fiate  of  Norih-Caiolina  fli- 
pulated,  to  join  general  "VVtfhingtcn  with  all  pcflible  expediti- 
on,   leaving  proper  officers  to  recruit  : 

That  the  appointment  of  Mr.  W  inflow,  by  general  Gates,  as 
captain  of  artillery,  be  approved  and  confirmed  by  Ccngrefs  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  annexing  major 
Nichoifon's  corps  to  col.  Livingflon's  regiment : 

That  the  clothier  general  be  directed  to  fend  500  blankets  to 
general  Schuyler,  as  foon  as  the  fervice  here  will  admit  of  it : 

That  the  pay  of  a  fecretary  to  a  brigadier  general  in  a  iepa- 
rate  commend  be  re  dollars  a  month,  during  fuch  command  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  to  the  commander  in  chief  in 
the  northern  department  be  6c  dollars  a  month. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  from  the  prefident  of  Pennfylvania,  brought  in  a  report  j 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  prefident  and  the  fu- 
preme  executive  council  of  the  fiate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  their 
application  for  that  purpofe,  50,000  dollars,  for  which  the  faid 
ftate  is  to  be  accountable 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpcned,  ad- 
journed to  10  o  clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    June  18,  1777. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  Thorr.burgh,  waggon  matter  general, 
dated  camp  at  Middlebrook,  June  16,  and  dirtfted  to  general 
Mifflin,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolded,  That  Jofeph  Thornburgh,  waggon- matter  general, 
have  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

A  petition  from  Elijah  Clark,  Richard  Wefcot,  and  others, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Haller  was  read  : 

-Ordered,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury* 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  as  feveral  mitigating  circumftances  appear  in 
favor  of  Thomas  M'Cann.  condemned  by  a  general  court  mar* 
tial  held  at  Charletlown,  South- Carolina,  to  be  fhot  fordeferti- 
on,  general  Howe,  commanding  the  continental  forces  in  South- 
Carolina,  be  impowered  to  grant  a  free  pardon  to  the  criminal, 
if  he  fhall  think  fuch  a  fiep  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  fervice 
and  the  public  welfare,  or  order  execution,  if  he  think  proper  : 

*  That 


-42        JOURNALS   OF   CONGRESS. 

That  a  general  officer  commanding  in  a  feparate  department 
be  impowered  to  grant  pardons  to,  or  order  execution  of  perfona 
condemned  to  fuffer  death  by  general  courts- martial,  without 
being  obliged  to  report  the  matter  to  Congrefs  or  the  command- 
er in  chief. 

Rejbhed.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rutherford,  and  the 
other  pn'foners  from  North-Carolina,  now  on  parole  at  Frede- 
rick town,  be  referred  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ft  ate 
of  Maryland,  who  are  requefted  to  allow  them  fuch  limits  and 
give  fuch  orders  concerning  their  fupport  and  government  as 
they  fhall  think  proper  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs, 
during  their  continuance  in  that  ftate. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiffaries  and  depu- 
ty cornmiffaries  general  of  purchafes  and  iffues  ;  the  nomination 
h  ving  been  previoufiy  made,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected,  viz. 

Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq-  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  ;  Wil- 
liam Aylett,  William  Buchanan,  Jacob  Cuyler,  and  Jeremiah 
Waclfworth,  efqrs;  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  purchafes. 

Charles  Stewart,  efq;  commiffary  general  of  iffues. 

William  Green  Mum  ford,  Matthew  Irwine,  and  Elifha  Ave- 
ry,  efqrs;  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  iffues. 

A  letter  of  the  ift,  from  Thomas  Chafe,  deputy  quarter- 
mafter  at  Bofton,  to  general  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and 
that  they  confer  with  general  Mifflin,  and  report  fuch  regulations 
refpecling  purchafes  in  the  qusrter-mafter's  department  as  they 
think  proper;  that  they  alfo  confer  with  the  clothier  general, 
and  fuch  other  perfons  as  are  employed  in  making  purchafes  for 
the  continent,  and  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
letters  and  papers  from  col.  Morgan,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
wps  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  treaty  propofed  by  col  Morgan,  be  held  at 
fort  Pitt  : 

That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  fupply  col.  George 
Morgan  with  five  hundred  bufhels  of  fait,  to  be  forwarded  to 
fort  Pitt,  for  curing  the  provifions  directed  by  Congrefs  to  be 
ftored  theie  : 

That  the  letter  from  col.  Morgan  and  the  feveral  papers  in- 
clofed  therein  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  ; 

(i  That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  enfign  Reynal  Hillery, 
of  the  fourth  company  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Maryland  conti- 
nental forces,  commanded  by  col. -John  Hawkins  Stone,  to  be 
paid  to  William  Paca,  efq;  and  charged  to  the  faid  battalion, 
2o  dollars."  la 
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In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commifiioner*  of  ac- 
oounts,  the  auditor  general  reports  ; 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewel,  for  his  account  of  fub- 
fiftence  of  prifoners  in  the  new  gaol,  his  and  his  two  affiltants  al- 
lowance, pump  mending,  wood,  candles,  &c  from  the  ilth 
April  to  June  6th,   1338.58  dollars  : 

To  Christian  Farrer,  for  ferriage  of  troops  over  Sufquehan- 
nah,   16.39  dollars  : 

To  capt.  James  Scott,  of  the  Virginia  militia,  a  balance  of 
his  account  for  pay  and  fubiiftence  of  his  company  1 79  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Kimber  Barton  : 

To  Michael  Mearing,  for  89  meals,  he  fupplied  the  troops  oa 
their  march  to  head  quarters,    11.78  dollars  : 

To  Margaret  MaiTey,  for  fundries  me  fupplied  two  lick  mea 
in  the  hofpital,  22  dollars  : 

To  Cafper  Snevely,  and  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marfteller,  for 
the  pay  of  three  men  of  his  company,  who  were  not  included 
in  the  pay  roll  formerly  fettled,  38  dollars  : 

To  John  Groth  for  a  rifle,  loll  at  fort  Wafhington,  1 6  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marfteller : 

To  Adam  Orth,  and  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marfteller,  for 
85  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their  march,   8.45  dollars: 

To  Stephen  Palchall,  for  fuperintending  the  printing  and 
rolling  prefs,   52  dollars.'' 

Ordered,  That  ihe  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    June  19,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  iSth  from  general  Arnold,  at  Coryell's  ferry, 
inclofing  a  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read. 

A  petition  from  Jofiah  Hewes,  in  behalf  of  Mr,  Nicholas 
Brown,  merchant,  of  Providence,  owser  of  the  floop  Lydia,  was 
read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  floop  was  taken  by  a  Britifh 
man  of  war,  and  afterwards  taken  up  adrift  by  capt.  John  Bald- 
win, in  the  fchooner  Wafp,  and  carried  into  Chingotezgue  inlet, 
where  fhe  was  condemned  and  fold  before  it  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Brcwn;  aad  therefore  praying  '.'  That  right  and 
jultice  may  be  done  to  the  owner,  and  a  proportion  of  the  valae 
of  the  faid  ve-ffel  and  cargo  delivered  to  him." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee ;  and  that  they  enquire  into  the  fa£tsand  do  therein  what 
they  judge  right ;  that  in  cafe  the  fadts  fet  forth  are  found  true, 
they  be  inftructed  to  relinquish  to  the  owner  fuch  fnare  of  the 
money  ariling  from  the  fale  of  the  faid  veffel  and  cargo  as  hath 
been  adjudged  to  the  continent. 

A  petition  frooA  Simeon  Gore  was  read. 

Tol.  III.  D  d  9ri*rtd, 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  power  of  Penn- 
fylvania. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  from  the  committee  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  for  defraying 
the  expences  of  the  current  year,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  ta 
take  into  confideration  the  reports  referred  to  them ;  and  after 
fome  time  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  the  fame  under  confederation, 
but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through,  defired  leave  to  fit  again  j 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  reports  of  the 
committee  on  the  treafury  and  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  let- 
ter from  colonel  Thomas  Chafe,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general, 
reported,  "  That  they  have  conferred  with  general  Mifflin 
thereupon,  and  that  the  general  informs  the  committee,  that 
the  army  ft  ill  continues  to  be  in  want  of  tents,  and  that  all  he 
has  a  profpeft  of  purchafing  to  the  eaftward  will  not  be  more 
than  fufheient  for  the  fervice  ;  and  therefore  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  a  warrant  mould  be  drawn  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan 
office,  in  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  col.  Tho- 
mas Chafe,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter  general  :  and  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

They  farther  report,  That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  capt. 
Jonathan  Langdon,  of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment,  commanded 
by  col.  James  Wood,  100  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  re- 
giment, and  accounted  for  with  the  paymafter  general." 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,'  June  20,  1 777. 

Two  letters  of  the  18th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  cona- 
mifiary  general,  and  one  of  the  I  ith  from  col.  Spotfvvood,  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  Trumbull  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the  letter  from  col.  Spotfwood  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry 
refolutions,  pafTed  in  the  general  affembly  of  the  faid  ftate  j 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  general  affembly,  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  Tuefday 
icth  June,  1777.  The  houfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  refpefting  the  affignment  of  the  troops 
•f  this  ftate  to  the  Congrefs  j  and   it  was  thereupon  Refolved, 

That 
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That  this  houfe  do  heartily  concur  with  his  excellency  the  pre- 
fident  and  council,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  transfer  to  the 
honorable  the  continental  Congrefs  the  Pennfylvania  ftate  re- 
giment, commanded  by  col.  Bull,  the  regiment  of  artillery,  com- 
manded by  col.  Proctor,  and  capt.  Pugh'6  company,  raifed  for 
the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  powder  mills.  That  his  excellency 
the  preiident  and  council  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorifed  and 
iaipowered,  to  negociate  and  fettle  the  faid  transfer  or  alignment 
with  the  Congrefs,  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  to  them  mail 
feem  mod  proper,  fo  as  to  have  the  faid  troops  credited  to  the 
quota  of  men  to  be  furnifhed  by  this  ftate ;  and  alfo  that  it  be 
recommended  to  them  to  procure  capt.  Weaver's  company,  raifed 
at  Lancafter,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  to  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  fame  account. 

Extract  from  the  minutes,  John  Morris,  jun.  clerk  of  Affem- 
bly." 

"  In  council,  Wednefday,  June  18,  1777.  The  foregoing 
refolve  of  the  general  aflembiy  being  laid  before  the  council  ; 
thereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  refolve  be  delivered 
to  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quefted  to  tranfadt  this  bufinefs  with  Congrefs,  in  the  way  they 
fhall  think  molt  proper.  Extract  from  the  minutes.  T.  Mat- 
lack,  fecretary." 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
the  delegates  from  Pennfylvania. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  T.  Wharton,  prefident  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,  was  read,  wherein  "  agreeable  to  a  refolution 
of  the  general  aflembly  of  the  faid  ftate,  pailed  the  19th  ;  and  at 
the  requeft  of  the  council,  he  requefts  Congrefs  to  lend  to  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  the  additional  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  dollars, 
to  be  repaid  in  a  very  fhort  time."     Whereupon, 

Refolded,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  report';  *■*  That  they  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  cafe  of  Peter  Pickman  Frye,  a  foldier  ia  the  Maf- 
fachufett's  regiment,  now  under  fentencc  of  death  for  deferting, 
with  an  intention  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  and  have  perufed  and 
©onfidered  a  certificate  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  in* 
fpection  and  fafety,  at  Salem,  in  the  faid  ftate,  wherein  the  faid 
committee  fet  forth,  "  That  the  faid  Frye  is  a  perfon,  who  they 
think  from  their  knowledge  of  him,  is  not  pofiefied  of  a  com* 
mon  fharc  of  understanding,  and  that  he  is  really  incapable  of 
committing  a  crime,  malicioufly  and  with  defign,  deferving  fo 
fevers  a  punifhment  as  that  to  which  he  is  now  fentenced,"  and> 
that  therefore  they  are  of  opinion,  That  however  bafe  the  crime  I 
of  defertion  may  be,  and  more  efpecially  when  blackened  by  an 
intention  to  affift  our  inveterate  and  cruel  enemies ;  yet  if  it  be 
true*  tkatthe  perfon  now  condemned  for  the  commiffion.of  this 
D  d  $  crime 
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crime  is  in  the  ftate  of  idiocy  or  infanity,  the  articles  of  war,  in 
this  cafe  made,  can  have  no  operation  as  to  him."  Whereupon 
Rtfcfoed,  That  general  Reath  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
fa&  fet  forth  by  the  committee,  who  no  doubt,  certify  the  mat- 
ter as  it  appears  to  them,  and  if  he  (hall  find  the  culprit  of  un- 
bound mind,  or  incapable  from  natural  defect  of  underftanding 
to  j"dge  of  what  is  right  or  wrong,  that  a  free  pardon  be  granted 
him  for  this  reafon  only,  and  by  no  means  on  account  of  friends 
or  connexions,  who  fhould  never  be  coufidered  when  public  juf- 
tice  demands  vicious  men  to  fuffer.  Congrefs  confider  fimple 
defcrtion  as  a  crime  the  moil  atrocious  and  deteftable,  but  whea 
coupled  with  an  intention  to  defert  to  the  enemy,  the  offence 
becomes  doubly  heinous  and  wicked,  the  perfon  committing  it 
being  guilty  of  both  perjury  and  treafon ;  therefore  that  it  be 
recommended  to  general  Heath,  to  be  cautious  in  his  enquiries 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  prefer.it  cafe,  and  if  he  be  not  fully 
fatisfied,  as  to  the  faid  Peter  Pickman  Frye's  incapacity,  that  he 
be  impowcred  and  directed  to  order  immediate  execution. 

Refdvcd,  That  the  petition  of  William  Fields,  and  Matthias 
Sapenfield,  and  of  John  Smith,  and  James  M'Donald  be  referred 
to  the  government  of  North-Carolina,  who  are  requelted  to  take 
fuch  meafures  therein  as  they  mall  think  proper. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  the  2  i  ft  of  April  lafc ;  whereupon 

Refoboed,  That  a  corps  of  invalids  be  formed,  confiding  of 
eight  companies,  each  company  to  have  one  captain,  two  lieu- 
tenants, two  enfigns,  five  ferjeants,  fix  corporals,  two  drummers, 
two  lifers,  and  one  hundred  men.     This  corps  to  be  eaiployed 
in  garrifon,  and  for  guards  in  cities  and  other  places,  where  ma- 
gazines or  arfenals,  or  hofpitals  are  placed  ;  as  alfo  to  ferve  as  a 
(military  fchopl  for  young  gentlemen,  previous  to  their  being  ap- 
pointed to  marching  regiments  ;;for  which  purpofe,  all  the  fub- 
alterp  officers,  when  off  duty,  fhall  be  obliged  to  attend  a  ma-  I 
thematical  fchool,  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  to  learn  geometry* 
arithmetic,  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions,  and  the  extraction  of 
roots;  and  that  the  officers  of  this  corps  (hall  be  obliged  to  con- 
tribute one  day's  pay  in  every  month,  and   ftoppages  (hall    be 
made    of  it  accordingly,    for  the  purpofe  of  purchafmg  a  regi- 
mental library  of  the  moll  approved  authors  on  tactics  and  the 
petite  guerre  :  That  fome  officers  from  this  corps  be  conftantly 
employed  in  the  recruiting  fervice  in  the  neighbourhood   of  the 
places  they  fhall  be  flattoned  in  ;  that  all  recruits  fo  raifed,  (hall 
be  brought  into  the  corps  and  drilled,  and  afterwards  draughted 
into  other  regiment3  as  oceafion  fhall  require. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  of  the  faid 
corps  of  invalids  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Lewis  Nicola,  efqjLwas  elected. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  report  a  plan,  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  reiplve. 

The  committee  of  appeals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  captain  Paul  HufTey,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Refohsi,  That  captain  Yclverton  Foukes,  commander  of  the 
privateer  PrifciUa.  appear  before  the  committee  of  appeals  vyith- 
in  forty  days  after  this  :elolve,  'and  that  a  copy  of  this  rcfclve, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  faid  petition  and  of  the  affidavit  ac- 
companying it,  fbafl  be  ferved  upon  the  faid  Yelverton  Foukes, 
his  agent,  or  fome  one  of  the  owners  of  the  faid  privateer  Prif- 
ciUa, to  (hew  caufe  why  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  mould 
not  be  granted. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports  ; 

"  That  there  is  due  to  col.  Lindenmuth,  late  major  of  col. 
Gehr's  battalion  of  Berks  county  militia,  but  now  colonel  there- 
of, for  the  balance  of  pay  of  capt.  Spangler's  company,  634 
dollars;  of  capt.  Shappel's  company,  274.78  dollars;  of  capt. 
Seydett's  company,  293.1  z  dollars ;  of  Capt.  Ladig's  compa- 
ny, 786.12  dollars  ;  of  capt.  Whetftone's  company,  74.54  dol- 
lars ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  2611  dollars  : 

To  capt.  James  M'Connel,  of  col.  Watt's  battalion,  of  Cum- 
berland county  flying  camp  for  pay,  and  for  gun«,  &c.  loft  at 
fort  Wafhington,  40S.72  dollars. 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  the  balance  cf  the  following  accounts 
for  maintaining  prifoners  m  the  new  goal,  his  and  his  two  af- 
fiftants  falary,  &e.  viz.  his  account  from  January  2410  Februa- 
ry 21,  not  before  fettled,  £.  234  :  12  :  8  ;  from  the  6th  to  the 
17th  June,  £.  147  :  8  :  2,  making  in  the  whole/.  382  :  o  :  10, 
from  which  deduit  £.  300  :  o  :  o,  an  advance  made  him  in  De- 
cember laft,  the  balance  due  to  him  is,  £>8z  :  o  :  10,  equal  to 
2  ;8  70  dollars  : 

To  capt.  Yoft  Herbach,  of  col.  Jofeph  Donaldfon's  battalion 
of  York  county  militia,  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  his  cornpa- 
Hy,   376,10  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fup- 
.plying  the  army  with  fhoes,  hats,  and   fhirts,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  a  fuitable  perfon  be  appointed  commiffhry,  to 
receive  all  raw  hides  belonging*  to  the  United  States,  and  that 
he  be  authorifed  to  exchange  the  fame  for  tanned  leather  or 
men's  fhoes,  at  the  cuftomary  rates  of  exchange,  and  have  the 
leather,  {o  obtained,  worked  into  fhoes,  and  deliver  them  to  the 
clothier  general  or  his  order,  taking  duplicate  receipts;  one  of 
which  he  fha!l  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  when  the  faid  commifTary  (hall  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
faid  exchanges  cannot  be  made  on  l^afonable  terms,  he  be  au- 

thoriied 
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thorifed  to  provide  tanyards,  materials  and  workmen  for  that 
purpofe,  or  contrail  with  proper  perfons  to  tan  them  on  rea- 
sonable terms : 

That  if  oil  cannot  be  procured  for  preparing  the  curried  lea- 
ther, the  faid  commiffary  be  fupplied  with  tallow  out  of  the 
public  ftores,  to  be  u  fed  inftead  thereof;  and  that  he  draw  for 
fo  much  as  may  be  neceffary  on  any  of  the  commiffaries  of  if- 
fues,  making  a  return  of  the  quantity  fo  drawn  to  the  deputy 
commiffary  general  of  iffues  in  the  diftridl : 

That  the  faid  commiffary  of  hides  fhall  be  fupplied  with  mo- 
ney for  carrying  on  the  faid  bufinefs  as  occafion  m3y  require, 
on  application  to  Congrefs  ;  and  that  he  fettle  his  accounts  with 
the  treafury  board  once  a  year,  or    oftener  if  required  : 

That  the  board  of  war  may  order  the  commiffary  of  hides  to 
deliver  to  the  commiffary  of  military  ftores  fo  much  of  the  lea- 
ther in  his  hands  as  may  be  neceffary  for  making  accoutrements, 
&c  for  the  army  ;  and  that  the  faid  commiffary  fhall  obey  fuch 
orders  and  directions  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  given  to  him 
by  the  board  of  war,  refpecting  the  bufinefs  of  his  office  and  the 
perfons  neceffary  to  be  employed  by  him  in  the  fervice,  and 
make  return  of  his  doings  to  the  faid  board  when  required  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  import  a  fuitable  number  of  felt 
hats,  not  exceeding  50,000,  and  linen  for  as  many  fhirts,  for  the 
ufc  of  the  army  ;  and  alfo  import  from  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies 
fuch  a  quantity  of  dried  hides  as  they  may  judge  neceffary  for  a 
further  fupply  of  leather  for  fhoes  jind  other  public  ufes  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral 
dates  to  procure  as  much  home  made  linen,  fuitable  for  fhirts 
for  the  trftops,  as  may  be  obtained  on  reafonable  terms  in  the 
refpe£live  ftates,  and  deliver  the  fame  to  the  clothier  general, 
taking  duplicate  receipts,  and  tranfmit  one  of  them  to  the  trea- 
fury board  ;  and  apply  to  Congrefs  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as 
may  be  neceffary  to  pay  for  the  fame  : 

That  the  pay  cf  the  commifiary  of  hides  be  80  dollars  a  month. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commifiary  of  hides  ; 
.and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Peter  Philips,  efq;  was  defied. 

Congrefs  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  board  of 
treafury,  on  the*  rules  to  be  obferved  in  paying  the  army  j  and 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  confederation  till  Tuefday  next,  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  board  of  treafury  prepare  printed  co- 
pies of  the  form  mentioned  in  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe  of  Major 
A  polios  Morris  Brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;   whereupon 

Refohedf  That  Major  A  polios  Morris  be  put  under  parole  by 
:;.;c  board  of  war  not  to  bear  arms  againft  the  United  States  of 

America 
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America  during  the  prefent  war  with  Great- Britain,  not  to 
gireany  intelligence  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  enemies  of  the 
faid  United  States  or  any  of  them,  of  any  meafures  or  proceed- 
ings of  Congrefs,  or  any  of  the  legiflative  or  executive  powers 
prefiding  in  the  feveral  ftates  refpectively  : 

That  when  the  board  of  war  fhall  have  taken  fuch  parole, 
they  direct  the  faid  Major  Apollos  Morris  to  remain  in  Phila- 
delphia until  an  opportunity  mall  offer  for  the  faid  Major  to  take 
paffage  to  Europe  or  the  Weft-Indies,  with  the  confent  and 
approbation  of  the  marine  committee. 

Refohed,  That  Monday  next  be  alligned  for  confidering  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     June  23,   1777. 

Mr.  John  Penn,  a  delegate  from  North  Carolina,  attended 
and  took  his  feat. 

Aletter  ofthe  2cth  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middlebrook, 
inclofing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Jackfon  to  general 
Knox,  dated  "  Bofton  8th  June,"  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga;  alfo  a  letter  of  this  day  from  doctor 
D.  Jackfon  requesting  leave  to  refign  his  appointment  as  a  ma- 
nager ofthe  United  States  lottery;  and  a  letter  ofthe  20th  from 
doctor  Shippen,  informing"  that  doctor  Walterjones  for  weighty 
reafons  cannot  accept  the  honor  Congrefs  did  him  in  appointing 
him  phyfician  general  of  the  hofpital  in  the  middle  department; 
and  that  he  gives  this  information  at  the  defire  of  doctor  Jones," 
alfo  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  May  from  Pierre  van  Cortlandt,  pre- 
sident ofthe  council  of  fafety  of  New- York,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence  : 

That  the  letter  from  doctor  Shippen  lie  on  the  table  till  to- 
morrow. 

Refolded,  That  doctor  Jackfon,  who  has  entered  into  the  fervice 
of  the  general  hofpital  have  leave  to  refign  his  office  of  manager 
of  the  lottery. 

A  delegate  from  the  flate  of  New-York  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  printed  paper,  figned  «*  A  word  to  the  wife  is  fufficient,"  con- 
taining an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Congrefs,  and  a  letter  fign- 
ed Thomas  Young,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont^  dated  "  Phila- 
delphia, April  11,  1777,"  which  was  read; 

Orderedy  That  the  letter  from  P.  van  Cortlandt  and  the  fore- 
going printed  paper,  and  the  papers  formerly  received  from  the 
convention  of  New- York,  refpecting  the  difference  likely  to 
ai  ife  between  that  ftate  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  called 
the  New-Hampfhire  grants,  and  alfo  the  papers  received  from  the 
faid  inhabitants,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Revived, 
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Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Wednefday  refolve  itfelf  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  aforefaid  letters 
and  papers, 

Refolved,  That  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  and  the  feveral  perfons 
by  him  lately  employed  in  the  commifTary's  department  be  di- 
rected to  fupply  the  army  with  provifions  in  the  mode  which  they 
have  heretofore  pra&ifed,  until  the  commiflaries  general  on  the 
new  eftablifhment  fhall  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  thebufinefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  the 
form  of  a  conamiffion  for  the  officers  in  the  commifTary's  depart* 
nient. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confi'deration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Elias  Bcudinot,  efq;  commiffary  general  of 
prifoners,  have  power  to  aopoint  three  deputies  under  him,  in 
audition  to  thofe  he  was  heretofore  authorifed  to  appoint : 

That  all  commiffaries  or  other  perfons  in  the  feveral  ftates 
having  the  cuftody  or  care  of  prifoners  of  war,  be  obliged  at  any 
time  when  required  by  the  commiffary  general  of  prifoners,  or 
his  deputies,  to  deliver  over  to  him  or  his  deputies,  all  fuch 
prifoners  of  war  as  are  or  mall  be  in  their  care  or  cuftody. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  after  debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  with 
feven  papers  incloled,  wjs  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  fair  i  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  Lreafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war  for  200,000  dollars,  jto  be  by  thenv  fent  to  the  deputy  pay- 
mafter  general  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
In  the  northern  departnent, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Tuesday,  June  24,   1 777- 

A  letter  of  the  2Z<\  from  general .Wafliington  at  Middle- 
brook  ;  one  of  the  zrd  from  Mr.  Prefident  M  Kinley  ;  one  of 
the  19th  from  governor  Livingllon  ;  and  a  petition  from  Henry 
Yelverton  Price,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  letter  from  prefident 
M'Kinley  ;  whereuoon 

Refolved,  That  fir  the  reafons  affigned  in  the  faid  letter,  the 
militia  of  the  Mate  of  Delaware  now  drawn  forth  into  actual  fer- 
vice  be  difcharged  ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn   on  the  com- 

miffioner 
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miflioner  of  the  continental  loan  office  In  the  fald  (late,  In  favor 
of  Mr.  prefident  M'Kinley,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  pay  the  faid 
militia  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Bucklin,  commander  of  the  privateer 
Montgomery,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  It  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confederation  ;    whereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  continental  treafurer  in 
favour  of  John  Gibfon,  efq;  auditor  general,  for  the  fum  of 
$oo,coo  dollars,  to  be  fent  to  him,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  allowed  for  holding  the  treaty  at  fort 
Pitt,  lately  agreed  to,  3000  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  colonel 
George  Morgan,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  allowed  for  contingent  expences  of  the  middle 
department  for  Indian  affairs,  until  December  next  1200 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  colonel  George  Morgan,  and  for  which, 
he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  the  execution  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  8th  day  of  January  laft,  for  laying  up  magazines  of  provifi- 
ons  at  fort  Pitt  be  fufpended,  fo  far  as  relates  to  Indian  expe- 
ditions, of  which  at  prefent,  from  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the 
Indians,  there  feems  but  little  probability  ;  and  that  a  magazine 
be  laid  up  there  fuflicient  only  for  the  lupply  of  the  pofts  and 
garrifons  in  that  quarter. 

Refohed.  That  fcr  completing' boats  and  other  vefTcls  ordered 
by  Congrefs  to  be  kept  in  readineis  at  fort  Pitt,  3000  dollars  be 
advanced  to  colonel  George  Morgan;  for  which  he  Is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  1200  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Robert 
HIggins,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  to  enable  him  to  com- 
pleat  his  company  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Refohedt  That  the  board  of  war  write  to  the  commiflary  of 
prifoners,  inftrucJting  him  to  propofe  to  the  commiflary  of  prifon- 
ers  in  New- York,  that  the  prifoners  of  each  party  in  the  prefent 
war  be  fupplied  with  fuch  provifions,  clothing  or  other  neceflaries 
during  their  captivity  by  the  refpec"tive  captors,  as  may  be  appro- 
ved by  the  deputy  commiflaries  refluent  where  the  prifoners  are 
confined,  fixing  in  the  contract  the  quantum  and  value  of  a 
ration  of  provifions;  the  cloathing  and  neceflaries  to  be  charged 
at  the  current  prices  ;  and  the  account  of  fuch  fupplies  to  be 
rendered  quarterly,  and  the  balance  paid,  if  required,  in  provi- 
fions at  the  current  rates,  if  due  from  the  American  commiflary  ; 
or  in  cloathing  at  the  current  price,  if  due  from  the  Britifn, 
commiflary.  E  c  Refohed, 
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Refohed,  That  the  commifiary  of  prifoners  be  empowered  to 
make  fuch  contract  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  make  fuch  reafonable  alterations  from  the  directions  of  the 
board  of  war  as  he  may  find  neceffary  to  obtain  an  equitable 
bargain  for  the  mutual  fupply  of  prifoners. 

Refohed,  That  if  the  commifiary  general  of  prifoners  fhall 
not  be  able  to  accomplish  a  contract  on  equitable  principles 
within  the  fpace  ot  three  weeks  from  this  date,  he  be  authorifed 
to  fend  in  a  quantity  of  provifions  to  fupply  the  prifoners  of  war 
taken  by  the  enemy  and  now  in  New-York  :  that  the  overplus 
provifion  beyond  what  the  prifoners  want  for  their  fultenance  be 
fold  to  fupply  them  with  cloatbing  and  other  necefiaries ;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  commifiary  general  of  prifoners 
not  to  divulge  this  refolution,  that  unreasonable  advantage  may 
not  be  taken  of  it. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  that  eleven  workmen 
employed  by  colonel  Mark  Bird,  in  the  cannon  foundery  and 
nail  works,  in  Berks  county,  in  Pennfylvania,  carried  on  by 
him  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  be  difcharged  from  the 
militia  into  which  they  are  draughted  : 

Ordered,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 

A  petition  from  Andrew  Hodge  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee ;  and 
that  they  be  impowered  and  inftrucled  to  take  meaiures  for  ob- 
taining an  exchange  of  Andrew  Hodge,  fon  of  the  petitioner. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Levers  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Fred  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Whipple, 

Refohed,  That  another  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  the  election  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  25,  1777* 

Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr,  Law,  three  delegates  from 
Connecticut,  attended  and  took  their  feats. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  May,  one  of  the  nth,  and  one  of  the 
1 2th  inftant,  from  governor  Trumbull  ;  and  one  of  the  20th 
May  from  general  Spencer,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  afiigned  for  taking  into  confe- 
deration the  articles  of  confederation. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  In- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  letter  from  A.  Ten 

Broeck, 
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Broeck,  prefident  of  the  convention  of  the  (late  of  New-York, 
dated  January  20th  and  March  ill,  thercfolutions  patted  in  com- 
mittee of  fafety  for  the  faid  Hate,  Fj'ih-Kill,  January  20th,  1777; 
alfo  a  petition  figned  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Chittenden,  Hemaa 
Allen,  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  behalf  of  the  people  rtiling  them- 
felves  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampfhire  grants,  dated  "  New- 
Hampfhire  grants,  Weftminfler,  15th  January,  1777  :"  a  lctter 
from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  dated  28th  May,  1777  J  ancl  tilt: 
printed  paper,  containing  a  letter  figned  Thomas  Young  ; — and 
after  forae  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confederation  the  letters  and  papers  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs,  on  Friday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  letters  and  papers 
aforefaid. 

A  letter  from  Monfieur  du  Coudray  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  commitee    on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  he  takea  into  confederation  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed,  ad- 
journed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    June   26,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafnington,  at  Quibble- 
Town,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Matthew  irwine  was  read,  wherein 
he  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  cannot  accept  the  office  of  deputy 
commiiTary  general  of  iffues,  to  which  Congrefs  have  been  pleafed 
to  appoint  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduit  of  the 
commiffaries,  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Xowrie,  Michael 
Mount,  and  Jacob  Hendrickfon,  and  the  petition  of  captain 
Francis.  Wade  were  referred,  reported  ;  "  That  captain  Francis 
Wade  was  in  January  lad  commiffioned  by  general  Wafhington, 
in  purfuance  of  authority  fromCongrefs,  to  collect  in  New-jerfey, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  all  the  beef,  pork,  flour,  fpirits,  liquor, 
&c.  not  necelfary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  if 
not  to  be  otberwife  obtained,  to  ufe  force  for  that  purpofe;  that 
he  accordingly  collected  confiderable  quantities,  for  mod  of 
which  greater  prices  were  afked  by  the  proprietors  than  he 
thought  proper  to  give; — upon  due  confederation  whereof  your 
committee  recommend,  that  captain  Francis  Wade  be  directed 
to  pay  the  following  prices  for  fuch  articles  by  him  taken  in  the 
Jerfeys  early  in  January  lad,  which  were  not  paid  for  to  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  the  owners,  viz.  pork  at  1 8  2 -3d  dollars  ;  Well- 
India  rum  at  2  2-3  dollars  per  gallon  ;  French  and  country  rum 
E  e  2  at 
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at  2  dollars  per  gallon  ;  fait,  4  dollars  per  bufhel ;  fugar,  24  dol- 
lars per  hundred;  cheefe,  15 -froths  dollar  per  lb.  hogs-lard,  12- 
qcths  dollar  per  lb.  That  they  have  enquired  into  capt.  Wade's 
conduit  as  a  public  officer,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  he  acted  with 
asli  tie  feverity  as  might  be  expected  in  the  execution  of  fuch  an 
office,  ever  difagreeable  to  a  free  people  to  hare  exercifed  among 
them,  and  which  nothing  but  pure  neceffity  could  authorife." 

The  committee  farther  report  in  addition  to  their  report  of  the 
14th  April  laft,  '  That  having  in  courfe  of  their  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  commifTaries,  received  fundry  informations 
refracting  the  mifeonduct  of  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton,  they,  at 
his  re  que  ft.  furnifhed  him  with  the  charges  brought  againft  him, 
which  were  lent  by  a  meiTehger  of  this  houfe,  and  are  as  follows, 
viz. 

1.  That  during  the  laft  campaign  he  neglected  his  duty  in  not 
fe .ifonablv  fupplyir.g  the  army  with  provihons,  and  put  the  gene- 
ral under  the  neceffity  of  appointing  a  commibVary  in  his  Read. 

2.  That  in  the  fall  of  the  lait  year  he  brought  to  fort  Lee  fuch 
a  large  number  of  cattle,  by  his  own  acknowledgment  not  lefs 
than  70c,  others  fay  more,  at  a  time  that  they  fuffered  greatly  for 
want  of  proper  keeping",  and  became  unfit  for  beef,  many  of  them 
in  fuch  (late  when  delivered,  and  from  the  largenefs  of  their 
numbers  many  were  loit  ;  and  upon  the  retreat  of  our  army  a- 
crofs  Delaware  river,  droves  of  cattle  by  his  direction  were 
brought  in,  out  of  one  of  which  droves  254  cattle  were  taken 
as  unfit  for  killing,  and  fent  to  his  farm  to  winter,  which  he  ac- 
knowledges were  fold,  the  lofs  upon  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  the 
public  are  charged  with. 

3.  That  he  purchafed  large  quantities  of  flour  to  fupply  tin? 
rrragazines  and  army,  at  extravagant  prices,  much  beyond  what 
the  fame  might  have  been  procured  for,  employing  perfons  to 
purchafe  either  wholly  unacquainted  with  bufinefs,  or  fuch  as 
ccfignedly  raifed  the  prices  with  a  view  to  increafe  their  profits, 
under  the  idea  of  receiving  commiffions. 

4  That  he  raifed  the  price  of  pork  by  bidding  either  by  him- 
felf  or  agents,  much  greater  prices  than  people  he  purchafed 
from  had  agreed  to  fell  the  fame  for  to  other  commifTaries  ;  that 
he  alfo  purchafed  rum  at  prices  higher  than  the  fame  might 
have  been   obtained   for. 

5.  That  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  ferve  the  public  faith* 
fully,  he  refufed  to  confer  with  other  commifTaries  for  concert- 
ing a  mode  to  prevent  the  extravagant  rife  of  provifions  by  their 
bidding  upon  each  other,  {aid  he  would  take  his  cwn  method  of 
purchafing,  and  others  might  do  the  fame. 

6.  That  lie  neglected  his  duty  in  not  purchafing  larger  quan- 
tities of  pork  in  the  proper  feafon,  when  the  fame  might  have 
been  had  on  reasonable  terms. 

That 
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That  fince  fending  the  above  charges,  the  committee  have  till 
this  time  delayed  an/  further  proceedings  therein,  that  Mr. 
Wharton  might  have  fuificient  time  to  offer  what  he  thought  pro- 
per in  vindication  of  his  conduct,  but  have  not  heard  any  thing 
further  from  him:  they  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Car- 
penterWharton  ought  to  be  immediately  required  to  fettle  all  his 
commiffarial  accounts  with  the  commiffioners  for  auditing  ac- 
counts now  fitting  in  Philadelphia;  and  that  the  faid  commiffi- 
oners be  f  11  mimed  with  the  faid  charges,  and  fuch  other  informa- 
tion as  the  committee  may  think  proper  to  give,  the  better  to 
enable  them  to  deteft  frauds  if  attempted,  and  do  juitice  in  the 
premifes." 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  report  be  agreed  to. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  took  into  confe- 
deration the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  after  debate  thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed,  ad  • 
journed  to  ten  o1  clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  jam  27,  1 777- 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  W.  Aylet,  at  Willi'amfburgh  ;  one 
of  the  20th  tram  W.  Finnie,  D.  Q^M.  G.  alio  a  letter  from 
governor  Henry  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tieafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported  : 

"  That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  colonel  George  Morgan 
20,000  dollars,  for  completing  the  payment  of  money  he  has 
engaged  for  on  contracts  for  provifions,  which  are  directed  to 
be  laid  up  in  magazines  at  fort  Pitt,  for  the  fupply  of  the  dif- 
ferent garrifons  in  that  quarter  ;  for  the  expenditure  of  which 
the  faid  colonel  George  Morgan  is  to  be  accountable." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fun  be  advanced. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports  : 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Aitken,  for  768  journals  of 
Congrefs,  a  copper  plate  printing  prefs,  &c.  1487.6  dollars  : 

"  To  colonei  Hemy  Haller,  for  the  expences  of  efcorting  23 
Canadian  prifoners  from  Reading  to  Paules-Hook,  with  two 
ftage  and  three  baggage  waggons,  twenty  days  on  the  road, 
1044.88  dollars,  and  for  56  lb.  of  lead  for  the  life  of  his  batta- 
lion,  3.66  dollars,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1048.64  dollars  : 

"  To  Rebecca  Terry,  for  dieting  foldiers  of  captain  Grier's 
company,  6.70  dollars  : 

"  To  Robert  M'Knigh1-,  for  a  gun  and  bayonet,  his  property, 
loll  in  the  retreat  from  Trenton  lall  winter,  13.30  dollars  : 

"  To  Franklin  Davenport,  as  brigade  major  under  colonels 
Griffin,  Newcombe,  and  Penrofe,  in  the  militia  fervice  of  New- 
Jerfey,  for  pay  from  the  2 2d  of  December,  1776,  to  26th  Ja- 
nuary, 1  777,  56.48  dollars  :  "  To 
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"  To  William  Tricket,  for  ftationary  he  furniihed  for  the 
ufe  of  Congrefs  and  the  treafury  office,   102  dollars  : 

"  To  colonel  George  Morgan,  for  the  balance  of  his  account 
in  the  Indian  department,  42.36  dollars  : 

"  To  Jacob  Neft,  for  fandry  meals  fupplied  troops  of  the 
militia  on  their  march,  2572  dollars  : 

'•  To  William  Pollard,  for  the  expences  of  fix  of  the  Phila- 
delphia light  horfe  to  bring  colonel  Haufegger  from  Lebanon, 
by  order  of  general  Gates,  63.14  doiiai-s  : 

"  To  William  Hall,  for  the  expences  of  four  of  the  Phila- 
delphia light  horfc  on  their  expedition  to  Princeton  with  a 
charge  of  money,  as  alfo  attending  prifoners  to  Coryell's  ferry, 
60.47  dollars  : 

"  To  George  Derland,  a  private  in  captain  James  M'CIure's 
company,  for  his  gun,  bayonet,  Sec.  loft  at  fort  Wafhington, 
16.60  dollars  : 

ii  To  major  Thomas  Leonard,  a  prifoner  on  parole  at  Rea- 
dme-, being  of  colonel  Skinner's  corps  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  for 
his  allowance  from  the  3d  of  March  to  the  22d  of  June,  being 
16  weeks,  at  two  dollars  per  week,  32  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
'  The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  "  That  they  have 
had  under  confideration  the  requeft  of  the  commifTary  general 
referred  to  them  for  fupplying  Mr.  Matthew  Irwine  with  8o,coo 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  the  magazines  of  provifions  laid 
lip  in  Pennfylvania;  that  they  have  been  attended  by  Mr.  Irwine, 
and  in  anfwer  to  their  enquiry  how  this  money  was  intended  to 
be  difpofed  of,  were  informed,  that  Jofeph  Pennel  Iaft  winter 
purchafed  in  Lancailer  and  York-Town,  about  20.000  barrels 
of  flour,  11,000  bufhels  of  wher.t,  and  15,000  gallons  of  whif- 
key,  which  are  ftilt  ftored  at  thofe  places  and  Valley  Forge,  and 
that  a  balance  of  20,000  dollars  remains  due  to  Mr.  Pennel,  and 
that  Mr.  Dunham  wants  12,000  dollars  to  pay  for  cattle  fent  to 
head  quarters.  That  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  faid 
flour  and  wheat  are  in  great  danger  of  periihing,  and  mini  be 
wholly  loft  to  the  public  unlefs  fome  effectual  means  are  appli- 
ed for  their  prefervjition.'' 

The  committee  farther  report,  "  That  they  are  alfo  informed 
by  Mr.  Irwine,  that  the  price  of  cattle  in  Pennfylvania  is  moft 
exorbitant,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  advifeable  to  direct  the 
commiffary  general  to  fuffer  as  few  as  poiTible  to  be  purchafed 
in  that  ilate."     Whereupon 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  report  as  relates  to  the  pe- 
rifnable  ftate  of  the  wheat  and  flour  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war,  who  are  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  C.  Ludwick,  fuper- 
intendant  of  bakers,  on  the  fubjc'ft,  and  direct  me.afures  to  be 
immediately  taken  for  prcfcrvjng  the  faid  wheat  and  flour  : 

That 


June,    1777.  357 

That  fo  much  of  the  faid  report  as  relates  to  the  high  price 
of  cattle  in  Pennfylvania,  be  fcnt  to  the  commiflary  general  of 
purchafes,  and  that  he  be  dire&ed  to  fufler  as  few  as  poffible  to 
be  purchafed  in  that   ftate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Matthew  Irwine,  agent  to 
Jofeph Trumbull,  efq;  commiflary  general,  8o,oco  dollars,  agree- 
able to  the  faid  commiflary's  requeft  ;  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Rowland  Madifon,  cap- 
tain of  a  company  of  foot  in  the  12th  continental  regiment  raifed 
in  Virginia,  and  commanded  by  colonel  James  Wood,  500  dol- 
lars, which  is  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan- 
office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, efq;  commiflary  general,  for  100,000  dollars ;  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan- 
office  in  the  ftate  of  New-York,  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, jun.  efq;  deputy  paymafter  general  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, for  200,000  dollars  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of 
John  Gibfon,  efq;  auditor  general,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be 
Tent  to  him  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  in  favour  of  the  delegates 
of  New-Jerfey,  for  31,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate; 
which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Holmes, 
of  colonel  Martin's  New-Jerfey  battalion,  300  dollars  j  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollar.-,  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob 
Weaver,  of  the  independent  company  at  Lancafter,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  faid  company  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  a  deputy 
commiflary  general  of  iflues  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Irwine,  who 
has  declined  ferving. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  28,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  of  May  from  William  Bingham,  at  St. 
Pierre's,  JVJartinico,  to  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  ap- 
plications. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  Robert  Ritchie  was  read,  requefling 
leave  to  refign  the  office  of  a  manager  of  the  lottery,  '*  As  the 
bufinefa  of  a  commiffioner  of  claims,  to  which  Congrefs  has  been 
plcafed  to  appoint  him,  ingreffes  the  whole  of  his  time." 

Refdvsd, 
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Refolded,  That  leave  be  granted  to  him. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  from  David  Hall  and  others,  with  fun- 
pry  papers  inclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Duane, 
^Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Re/ohed,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  applications 
refpec~ting  Monfieur  du  Coudray. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take1 
into  confideration  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  ftate  of  New- 
York,  the  petition  from  Jonas  Fay  and  others,  and  the  printed 
paper  referred  to  them  ;  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Karrifon  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee have  had  under  confideration  the  papers  referred  to  them, 
and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon,  but  not  having 
had  time  to  finifh,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Re/ohed,  That  Congrefs  on  Monday  next  be  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  confider  farther  the  papers  aforefaid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  io  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     June  30,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middle- 
brook  ;  one  of  the  27th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  and  one 
of  this  day  from  colonel  George  Morgan,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury, 

A  letter  of  the  6th  and  one  of  the  27th  of  February,  from 
Silas  Deane,  efq;  at  Paris,  directed  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign applications. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Con- 
necticut, for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  ;  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Oraered,  That  Mr.  Sherman  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Re/ohed,  That  Mr.  Law  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sherman. 

Re/ohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  0:1 
Indian  affairs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  con- 
fider farther  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  ftate  of  New-York, 
the  petition  from  Jonas  Fay,  &c.  and  the  printed  papers  ;  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Fdarrifon  reported,  That  the  committee  have  had  un- 
der confideration  the  letters  and  papers  referred  to  them,  ai.d 
have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereupon,  which  he  was  ready 
to  report.  Ordered^ 
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Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  be- 
ing read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

RefJ-ved,  That  Congrefs  is  compofed  of  delegates  chofen 
by,  and  reprefenting,  the  communities  refpectively  inhabiting 
the  territories  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  as  they  re- 
fpectively  (lood  at  the  time  of  its  firft  inftituticn  ;  that  it  was 
inftituted  for  the  purpofes  of  fecuring  and  defending  the  com- 
munities aforefaid  againft  the  ufurpations,  oppreffions,  and 
holtile  invafions  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  that  therefore  it  can- 
not be  intended  that  Ccngrels  by  any  of  its  proceedings, 
would  do  or  recommend  or  countenance  any  thing  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  jurifdictions  of  the  feveral  communities, 
which    it  reprefents. 

Refolved,  That  the  independent  government,  attempt- 
ed to  be  eftablifhed  by  the  people  (tiling  themfelves  in- 
habitants of  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants,  can  derive  no 
countenance  or  jultification  from  the  act  of  Congrefs  de- 
claring the  United  Colonies  to  be  independent  of  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  nor  from  any  other  act  or  refolution  of 
Congrefs. 

Refuhed,  That  the  petition  of  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Chit- 
tinden,  Heman  Allen  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  people  (tiling  themfelves  as  aforefaid,  praying 
that  "  their  declaration,  that  they  would  confider  them- 
felves as  a  free  and  independent  ftate  may  be  received ; 
that  the  diftrict  in  the  faid  petition  defcribed  may  be 
ranked  among  the  free  and  independent  Hates,  and  that 
delegates  therefrom  may  be  admitted  to  feats  in  Congrefs," 
be  difmifTed. 

Refohedy  That  Congrefs  by  raifing  and  officering  the 
regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Warner,  never  meant  to 
give  any  encouragement  to  the  claim  of  the  people  afore- 
faid, to  be  confidered  as  a.»i  independent  ftate  ;  but  that  the 
reafon,  which  induced  Congrefs  to  form  that  corps  was, 
that  many  officers  of  different  ftates,  who  had  ferved  in 
Canada,  and  alledged  that  they  could  foon  raife  a  regiment, 
but  were  then  unprovided  for,  might  be  reinftated  in  the  fer- 
viee  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  a  printed  paper  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants 
ef    the    diftrict    aforefaid,    dated    Philadelphia,    April   11, 
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1*777,  and  fubfcribed  Thomas  Young,  was  laid  before  Con- 
orefs  by  one  of  the  delegates  of  New- York,  to  which  addref3 
is  prefixed  the  refolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May, 
1776;  and  in  which  are  contained  the  following  paragnri-  ". 
"  I  have  taken  the  minds  of  feveral  of  the  leading  raeml  i 
'•  of  the  honourable  the  continental  Congref  ,  an 
<*  fure  you,  that  you  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  I .  '.- 
«*  tefted  copies  of  the  recommendation  to  take  up  gbwesD* 
'•  ment,  to  every  townfhip  in  your  ciftricl,  and  invite 
*'  all  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  meet  and  chafe 
'*  members  for  a  general  Convention,  to  meet  at  an  early 
«•  day  to  clr.no  delegates  for  the  general  Congrefs  and  com- 
"  mittee  of  fafu-ty,  and  to  form  a  constitution  for  yourfdves. 
<•  — Your  friends  here  tell  rne  that  itraz  are  in  doubt,  whe- 
'•  ther  d  legat'.s  from  your  di;:rie~t  would  be  admitted  into 
'•  Gdrigrefs.-  1  tell  you  to  organifs  fairly,  and  make  the 
'•  experiment,  and  I  will  enfure  you  fuccefs  at  the  rifque 
*'  of  my  reputation,  as  a  man  of  honor  or  common  fenfe.— 
"  Indeed  they  can  by  no  means  refufe  you  :  you  have  33 
«•'  good  a  right  to  ehufe  how  you  will  be  governed,  and  by 
*«   whom,  as  they  had." 

RefaheJ,  That  the  contents  of  the  faid  paragraphs  are 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Congrefs,  are  a  grofs  miirepre- 
fentation  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  therein  referred  to, 
and  tend  to  deceive  and  miflead  the  people  to  whom  they  are 
addreffed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    July  1,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  June  from  general  Wafii- 
ington,  at  Middlebrook  ;  one  of  the  30th  from  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, commiffary  general ;  one  of  the  19th  from  B.  Harrifon, 
junr.  deputy  paymafter  general,  at  Williamfburg  ;  one  of  the 
28th  from  Jonathan  Hudfon,  at  Baltimore;  one  of  this  day 
from  James  Meafe,  and  one  of  18th  of  March,  from  A.  Lee, 
efq;  at  Vitoria  in  Spain  to  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpon- 
dence  were  read:  alfo  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  June  from  go- 
vernor Kenry,  of  Virginia,  to  the  delegates  from  that  ftate 
in  Congrefs,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  the  28th,  29th  -and  30th  op 
June  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  t_ 
rcfvired  to  the  committee  of  intelligence  : 

Th.  : 
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That  the  letter  from  governor  Henry  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Refolved,  That  orders  be  fentto  colonel  Chr.rles  Harrifon,  of 
the  regiment  of  artillery  raifed  in  Virginia,  to  halt  in  Virginia 
till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafarer  at  Baltimore 
in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  cloathier  general,  for  ic,ooo  dollars 
for  the  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  20, coo  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafarer  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Hudfon,  deputy  paymalter  at 
Baltimore,  for  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  B.  Harrifon  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  the  letter  from  A.  Lee  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs. 

A  letter  from  governor  Cafwell  of  North  Carolina  to  the  de- 
legates of  that  ftate  in  Congrefs,  dated  Newbern,  June  1  ith, 
and  inclofing  a  bill  of  exchange  for  700  dollars,  drawn  on  the 
continental  treafurer,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  ta- 
ken into  coafideration  the  letters  from  governor  Henry  of  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commiflary  general,  Mr,  Finhie, 
deputy  quarter  mailer  general,  and  an  account  of  provifions 
purchafed  in  Virginia  for  the  ufc  of  the  United  States  ;  and  find 
that  befide  twenty  cargoes  of  flour,  amounting  to  102 3 2  bar- 
rels, (hipped  from  different  parts  of  Virginia  On  continental  ac- 
count, by  order  of  the  comrnifTary  general,  there  remains  ftor- 
ed  in  different  places  of  that  commonwealth  10676  barrels  of 
flour,  1 1 00  barrels  of  pork,  and  5790  barrels  of  Indian  corn, 
which,  exclufive  of  feveral  cargoes  and  expenditures  not  ac- 
counted for,  amount  to  48,107!.  9s.  3d.  1-2,  of  which  Mr. 
Aylett  has  received  23,727k  2s.  8d.  and  he  claims  a  balance 
in  hi?  favor  of  24,383!.  6s.  7d.  1-2  ;  that  this  ftate  of  his  ac- 
counts is  collected  from  a  rough  eftimate  transmitted  by  Mr. 
Aylett,  unattended  by  proofs  or  vouchers  j  that  they  cannot 
but  exprefs  their  apprehenfions  that  the  flour  and  corn  which 
remain  ftored  in  Virginia  are  in  great  danger  of  perifhing  and 
being  loft  to  the  public  from  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the 
difficulty  of  tranfportation,  unlefs  fome  effectual  mean3  be  fpee- 
dily  adopted  for  their  prefervation.     Whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  accounts  of  proyilions  fhipped  from  and 
ftored  in  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war,  in  order  that  the  proper  enquiry  be  made 
into  the  ftate  of  thefe  provifions,  and  the  moft  effectual  means 
be  adopted  to  prevent  their  perifhing  or  being  loft  to  the  public  : 
F  f  2  That 
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That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on  Benjamin  Har- 
rifon,  efq;  deputy  paymalter  general  in  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment, for  6o,ooo  dollars,  on  account  of  his  prefent  demands, 
and  that  Mr,  Aylett  be  informed  by  the  board  of  treafury  that 
agreeably  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  commiflary  general's  de- 
partment, no  money  can  be  furnifhed  in  future  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department  but  through  the  commiflary  general  of  purchafes, 
to  whom  he  mud.  apply. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  further  reported,  "  That  Wil- 
liam Finnie,  efq;  deputy  quarter- mafter  general  in  the  fouthern 
department,  mould  have  leave,  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  to  re- 
pair to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  fettle  his  accounts  with  the 
commiflioners  of  accounts  holding  their  office  at  the  treafury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury  ;''  whereupon 
refolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Lee, 
towards  recruiting  the  artillery,  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
Henry  Knox,  brigadier  general  of  artillery,  the  fame  being  in 
full  of  a  bill  drawn  in  his  favour  by  the  faid  brigadier  general 
Knox,  dated  Camp  at  Quibbletown,  25th  June,    1777. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Blount,  efquire, 
appointed  paymafter  to  the  North  Carolina  troops  by  that  ftate, 
or  to  his  deputy  William  Blount,  24000  dollars  for  the  pay  of 
the  faid  troops,  for  which  the  faid  paymafter  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  James  Marbu- 
ry,  of  the  3d  battalion  of  Maryland  continental  troops,  com- 
manded by  colonel  Mordecai  Gilt,  for  the  ufe  of  a  detachment 
of  the  faid  battalion  under  his  command,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  battalion,  204  dollars  ;  and  for  the  ufe  of  a  detach- 
ment alfo  under  his  command  of  one  of  the  lixteen  battalions, 
commanded  by  Nathaniel  Gift,  260  dollars,  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  battalion  :  and  for  the  ufe  of  a  detachment  alfo  under 
his  command  of  the  4th  Maryland  continental  battalion,  com- 
manded by  colonel  J.  Carvil  Hall,  to  be  charged  to  that  bat- 
talion, 55  dollars:  and  for  the  ufe  of  a  detachment  alfo  under 
his  command  of  the  7th  Maryland  continental  battalion,  com- 
manded by  colonel  John  Gunby,  40  dollars,  to  be  charged  to 
that  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  doctor  W.  Shippen,  di- 
rector general  of  the  military  hofpital,  25,000  dollars,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efquire, 
commiflary  general,  which  was  read  this  morning,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr. 
Roberdeau. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commiiTary 
general  of  iiTues,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Irwine,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken,   Robert  Hoops  was  elected. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  ofaphyfician  general 
of  the  hofpital  in  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  doc- 
tor Jones,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Doctor  Benjamin  Rum  was  elected. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

R.-fohed,  That  the  part  of  governor  Trumbull's  letter  of  the 
1 2th  of  June,  which  rebtes  to  the  fupplying  the  Mate  of  Con- 
necticut with  a  number  of  arms,  be  referred  to  general  Waih- 
ington. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  be  impow- 
ered  to  receive  from  Mr.  Levy  the  Wampum  in  his  hands 
belonging  to  the  public,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  for  the 
public  fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    July  2,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  30th  June  from  colonel  G. 
Morgan  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury- 

The  eom.nittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  June 
the  30th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  commilfary  general, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  1 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  deputy  commifTaries  general  of  pur- 
chafes  refpectively  be  authorifed  to  make  reafonable  allow- 
ances to  fuch  of  the  afliitant  commifTaries  as  are  employed 
in  buying  and  collecting  live  flock,  for  all  extraordinary  tra- 
velling expences,  which  they  may  be  neceffarily  put  to,  not 
exceeding  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  per  day  for 
fuch  additional  allowance  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  the  affiftant  commifTaries  of  ifTues, 
each  fixty  dollars  a  month. 

Refohed,  That  the  following  be  the  form  of  the  commifli- 
cn  to  be  filled  up  according  to  the  feveral  itations  of  the  fe- 
veral commifTaries  of  purchales  and  ifTues,  viz. 

In      CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New-Hampfnire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland   and   Providence  Plantati* 

ons. 
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ons,   Connecticut,    New- York,    New-Jerfey,    Penrifylvania, 
'Delaware,     Maryland,     Virginia,     North-Carolina,     South- 
Carolina,   and  Georgia,   to  We  repofing  fpecial  truft 

and  confidence  in  your  patriotifm,  conducf,  and  fidelity,  do 
by  thefe  prefents  conflitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  «~ — — 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States  raifed  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hoftile  ihvafibri 
thereof :  you  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  of  — — - —  by  doing  and  performing  all  man- 
ner cf  things  thereunto  belonging.  And  you  are  to  ob- 
ferve  and  follow  fucn  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time 
as  you  (hall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  or  committee  of  Congrefs  for  that  purpose 
appointed,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  fuperior  offi- 
cer, according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war  in  purfuance 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  you.  This  commifiion  to  continue 
in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs.     Dated 

at 1 

By  order  of  Congrefs,  Prefident. 

Attefl. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  furgeon  general  of 
the  h  of  pit  al  of  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  doctor 
Rnfn  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Dodl.  William  Brown,  was  elected. 

Refched,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  member  chofen  Mr.   Duer. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  taking  into  con- 
federation, the  articles  of  confederation. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  on  Monfieur 
du  Coudray's  affairs  ;  whereupon 

The  committee  en  foreign  applications  laid  before  Congrefs 
the  following  papers  : 

1.  Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  Silas  Deane, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  Sieur  Philippus  Charles  John  Bap- 
tut  Tronfon  du  Coudray,  adjutant  general  of  artillery  in  the 
f_i\ ice  of  France,  dated  1  ith  of  September,   1777. 

2.  Compte  rendu  a  Meffr.  les  deputes  de  l'honorable  Con- 
gres.  des  etats  unie  d'Amerique  par  Monfr.  du  Coudray. 
Yv  ith  a  tranflation. 

3.  A  bundle  of  original  papers  referred  to  in  the  forego- 
ing account. 

4-  An  agreement  entered  into  between  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin and  Silas  Deane,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
chevalier  du  Portail,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  corps  of 
engineers  of  France,  Monfieur  de    Laumoy,  major,  Monfr. 

de 
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de  Gouvion,  capt.  and  Monfr.  La  Radicre,  major,  in  the  faid 
corps,  together  with  obfervations  thereon  both  in  French  and 
Enolilh  : 

And  the  faid  committee  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  confideration  of  thefe  feveral  agreements  and  papers 
mould  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrcfs  j 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  agreements,  &c.  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole.  Congrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  ccniider  the  foregoing  papers  ; 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confi- 
deration, the  agreements  and  papers  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defjre  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs,  on  Saturday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  papers 
before  mentioned. 

The  feverai  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    July  s,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  ift  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Middle- 
brook  ;  one  of  the  25th  of  June,  from  general  Schuyler,  at 
Saratoga,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  2d  from 
Jofeph  Trumbull  ;  one  of  the  30th  June,  from  general  Put- 
nam, at  Peekfkill;  one  of  the  2  2d  of  June,  from  doctor  Potts, 
at  Ticonderoga  ;  one  of  the  s6th  of  June,  from  John  Avery, 
deputy  fecretary,  dated  council  chamber,  Bofton  ;  and  one 
of  the  1  ft  of  July,  from  general  Sullivan,  at  Middlebrook; 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and 
general  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to 
the  beard  of  war  ;  that  fo  much  of  general  Wafhimgton's, 
as  relates  to  money  matters,  and  the  letter  from  Jofeph 
Trumbull,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the 
letter  from  doctor  Potts  be  referred  to  the  medical  commit- 
tee. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  of  June,  from  William  Greene,  fpeaker 
of  the  general  affemblycf  Rhode-  Ifland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, to  the  delegates  in  Congrefs  from  that  fcate,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  David  Hall  and 
others,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  report :  whereupon 

Refohedj 
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Rejbl<ved,  That  the  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  be 
requeued  to  order  two  hundred  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate 
to  join  and  co-operate  with  colonel  jlichardfon's  regi- 
ment : 

That  it  be  eai  neftly  recommended  to  the  legiflative  or  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  to  adopt  and  pur- 
fue  the  moft  vigorous  and  effectual  meafures  for  checking  the 
fpreadtng  of  disaffection  in  that  part  of  the  ftate  : 

That  for  accomplishing  this  end  Congrefs  will  afford  to  the 
ftate  of  Delaware  every  affiftance  by  the  continental  troops 
ordered  into  the  county  of  Suffex,  and  by  all  fuch  other  mea- 
fures as  may  be  found  to  be  neceffary, 

Refohed,  I  hat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  effec- 
tual meafures  for  compleatly  arming  asfpeedily  as  poffible  co- 
lonel Richardfon's  battalion,  which  is  ordered  into  Suffex 
county  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  refolu- 
lutions,  and  alfo  of  the  letter  of  the  24th  June  from  David 
Hall  and  others,  together  with  copies  of  the  depofitions  ac- 
companying the  fame,  be  fent  to  the  prefident  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  and  to  colonel  Richardfon. 

The  feveial  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,    July  5,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  of  June  from  general  St.  Clair,  at 
Ticonderoga  ;  one  of  the  ift  of  July  from  major  general 
Greene,  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Knox; 
one  of  the  jOt'h  of  June  from  brigadier  general  Wayne  : 

A  petition  from  colonel  M.  Hazen,  and  one  from  Robert 
Anderfon,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  St.  Clair,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  the  fame,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under 
confideration  the  petition  of  captain  William  Jenkins,  re- 
ferred to  them  the  nth  of  Odtober  laft,  and  he  having  been 
qualified  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  fet  forth,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  he  fhould  be  paid  180  dollars,  which  he  had 
received  for  the  payment  of  his  company  and  loft  in  the  re- 
treat from  the  fiege  of  Quebec. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  farther  reported ; 

That 
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*«  That  a  warrant  fhould  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Smith,  ef- 
auire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  favor  of  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general, 
for  ioo.ooo  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  another  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  auditor  general  in 
favor  of  Richard  Ellis,  for  700  dollars,  being  in  full  of  a  bill 
drawn  by  his  excellency  governor  Cafwcll,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  part  of  the  expences  of  horfes  and  carriages  and 
other  neceftaries  furnifhed  colonel  Derford  and  five  other 
French  gentlemen  of  his  party  on  their  journey  from  thence 
to  Philadelphia,   to  be  charged  to  the  faid  governor  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Flower,  comtnifiaiy 
general  of  military  (lores,  10.000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department,   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on  Benjamin; 
Harrifon,  junior,  efquire.  deputy  paymafter  general  in  the 
fouthern  department,  in  favor  of  colonel  William  Ayktt, 
deputy  commiflary  general  in  the:  faid  department,  for  54,00a 
dollars,  the  faid  colonel  Aylett  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  mould  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Mehs,  lieutenant 
in  captain  Anderion  s  company  of  the  Pennfylvania  regiment 
commanded  by  colonel  Walter  Stewart,  200  dollars,  which 
is  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  regiment  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for 
524,00:  dollars,  to  be  tranfjnitted  by  them  to  the  paymafter 
general  for  the  pay  of  the  army  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan 
office  for  the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifiand,  to  pay  to  the  order  of 
the  general  aflembly  of  the  faid  ftate  190,000  dollars,  for 
which  they  are  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  10,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  anfvver  a 
bill  drawn  on  them  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  for  which 
that  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  or  advanced,  or  war- 
rants drawn. 

A   letter  of  the  1  ft  from    L-ux    and    Bowley,   Samuel  and 
Robert    Purviance,  and  David    Stewart,  directed  to  Robert 
Morris,  efquire,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 
Whereas  the  fecret  committee,  by  the  abfence  of  a  num- 
ber of  members,  is  reduced  to  two  ; 

Refohed,  That  a  new  committee,  >to  be  ftiled  "  The  com- 
G  g  mittee 
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mittee  of  commerce,"  be  now  appointed,  to  confift  of  five 
members ;  that  this  committee  be  vefted  with  the  powers' 
granted  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that  the  members  of 
the  late  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fettle  and  clofe 
their  accounts  and  transfer  the  balances  to  the  committee  of 
commerce :  » 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  P  Livingfton, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  cafe  of  Nicholas  Davis,  formerly  refer- 
red to  the  fecret  committee,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
commerce. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  there  is  due, 

To  John  Coats,  for  his  mufket  loft  after  the  battle  of  Prince- 
ton, he  having  been  difabled,    14  60  go  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Bteking,  for  142  reams  of  paper  for  con- 
tinental bills  of  credit,    1420  dollars  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Lanfdaie,  late  a  lieutenant  in  captain 
Howa.J's  company  of  colonel  Hall  s  battalion  of  Maryland 
jSyinj  camp,  for  provifiens  and  neceffan^- 'applied  365.  men 
difcharged  from  New-York  in- January  latt,  ii8  15-90  cl- 
lars  : 

To  the  owners  of  the  powder- houfe,  for  ftor::ge  of  434 
1-4  barrels  of  powder,  .-,7  81-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the 
widow  .Spring  :" 

Ordered,   That  t!i*  fiiid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  depofition  of  Thomas  M' Arthur,  taken  before  Jofhua 
Ek!i  r,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  ctnii  .  of 
ILancaft'er,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  refpe&u.g  the  con- 
duct of  Davies,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  employed  i» 
purclnfing  horfes,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  application  from  the  marine  committee, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on 
thj  commjTioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  (rate  of  Maffachu- 
fett:s-l3ay*  in  favor  of  John  Bradford,  efquire  ;  and  a  war- 
rant for  5000  dollars  on  the  deputy  paymafter  general  in 
Vir  ;inia,  in  favor  of  John  Tazewell,  the  continental 
agent,  for  the  ufe  of  the  frigate  Virginia;  and  another 
warrant  for  20,000  dollars  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan- 
office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  governor 
Trumbull,  for  the  ufe  of  the  frigates  building  there,  the 
fame  being  in  part  of  the  money  heretofore  granted  to  the 
marine  committee.  A 
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A  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonels  Hale,  Scammell,  and 
Cilley,  of  the  Ncw-Hampfhire  battalions,  to  the  executive 
power  of  that  Mate,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  who  are 
directed  to  take  the  moll  effectual  meafures  and  give  the  ne- 
cefft.ry  orders  for  arming  and  cloathing  the  troops  in  the 
northern  department. 

Cbngrelb  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  major 
general  Gieeue  and  brigadier  general  Knox,  and  after  de- 
bate, 

Rrfvved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pqli- 
jjoned   10  Monday 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Moore  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

T!:u  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  ic  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     July  7,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  let- 
ter to  him  fr^m  G.  S  ■:!■: omtall,  and  a  petition  from  Seth 
Warner  and  other  officers,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
the  leUer  inc!ofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury ;  that 
the  petition  from  Seth  Warner  and  others  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  reverend  F.  Allifon,  J.  Ewing,  and 
W.  Marfhail  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ,   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  William  Buchanan,  efquire,  deputy  corn- 
miflary  general  of  purchafes  for  the  middle  department,  be 
directed  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  the  regiment 
commanded  by  colonel  Richardfon  with  provifions,  during 
its  continuance  in  Maryland  and  the  ltate  of  Delaware: 

That  in  cafe  Mr.  Buchanan  fhould  decline  adting  as  deputy 
commiffary  for  the  department,  the  governor  and  council  of 
Maryland  be  authorifed  and  requefted  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  deputy  commiffary  for  the  fupplying  colonel  Rich- 
ard fon's  battalion  with  provifions  during  their  ftay  in  Mary- 
land or  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  referred 
to  the    board    of    treafury,     in  order   that   they   may    di- 

G  g  2  reft 
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rect  or  point  out  the  mode  of  paying    colonel  Richardfon's 
battalion. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  another  report ;  whereupon 

Refoived,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  council  of  fafety 
of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  informing  them  of  the  diftrefs 
which  the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  are  in  for  want  of  blankets, 
and  requeHing  them  to  ufe  their  exertions  in  collecting  and 
forwarding  in  the  moll  expeditious  manner  to  that  poll  fifteen 
hundred  blankets  : 

That  the  faith  of  Congrefs  be  plighted  to  the  Mate  of  New- 
York  for  replacing  the  blankets  fo  furniihed  out  of  the  fir(t 
importation  of  that  article  on  the  account  of  the  continent  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Galbreath  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  ge- 
nerals Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Knox,  all  dated  the  ift  of  Ju- 
ly ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  unanimous 
resolution  : 

That  the  prefident  tranfmit  to  general  Washington  copies 
of  the  letters  from  generals  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Knox  to 
Congrefs,  with  directions  to  him  to  let  thofe  officers  know 
that  Congrefs  confider  the  laid  letters  as  an  attempt  to  influ- 
ence their  decifions,  an  invafion  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  indicating  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  Con- 
grefs ;  that  it  is  expected  by  Congrefs  the  faid  officers  will 
make  proper  acknowledgments  for  an  interference  of  fo  dan- 
gerous a  tendency  ;  but  if  any  of  thofe  officers  are  unwilling 
to  ferve  their  country  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  refign  their  commilfions  and  retire. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  a  warrant 
fhould  be  drawn  by  the  treafurer  in  favor  of-Monf.  the  Sieur 
Philippns  Charles  John  BaptiftTronfon  du  Coudray,  for  iooo 
dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  warrant  be  drawn. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,   the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  there  is  due  to  Meffieurs  Caldwell  and  company, 
for  fundry  medicine,  delivered  William  Smith,  continental 
diuggift,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  666  60-90  dol- 
lars :'* 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,    July  8,   1777- 

A  letter  efthe  7th  from  general  Walhington  at  Morriftown; 
and  one  7th  from  Jofeph  '  L  nimbull  efq;  were  read  : 

Re/bived,  That  brigadier  general  Nafh  be  directed  imme- 
diately to  repair  with  the  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  forces 
now  in  and  about  Philadelphia  to  Billingfport,  there  to  re-' 
fnaiifi  till  farther  orders  ;  and  that  thefe  troops,  with  the 
militia  from  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jerfey  already  ordered  to 
that  place,  be  employed  in  compleating  the  works  for  the 
defence  of  the  river  Delaware. 

Ordered,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  efq-  continental  treafurer 
at  Baltimore,  forward  under  a  proper  guard  300,000  dollars 
to  the  (late  of  North  Carolina,  being  in  part  of  the  500,000 
dollars  voted  that  Mate  the  5th  day  of  February  laft. 

Refo-ved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congiefs  be 
difcharged  from  fo  much  of  the  bufinefs  referred  to  them,  as 
relates  to  the  agreement  entered  into  between  B.  Franklin 
and  SiltfS  Dcane,  efqrs,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  and 
the  chevalier  du  Portail,  Monf.  de  Laumoy,  tVlonf.de  Gou- 
vion  and  Monf.  de  la  Radiere, 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  lieutenant  colonel  Mottin  de  la  Balrrie  be 
appointed  infpector  general  of  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  colonel : 

That  Monf.  Vailenais  be  appointed  an  aid  to  Monf.  de  la 
Balme,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  captain  of  cavalry. 

Refolved,  That  the  treaty  made  by  the  commiflioners  in 
France,  on  the  13th  day  of  February  laft,  be  confirmed  as  far 
as  it  refpefts  the  chevalier  du  Portail.  Monf.  de  la  Radiere, 
and  Monf.  de  Gouvion  ;  the  firft  to  be  a  colonel,  the  fecond 
a  lieutenant  colonel,  and  third  major  of  engineers. 

Congrefsiefumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
board  of  treafury  of  the  25th  of  June  ;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  colonel  George  Morgan  be  authorifed  and 
directed  to  deliver  fo  much  of  the  provifions  laid  up  in  ma- 
gazines at  Fort  Pitt,  as  he  (hall  from  time  to  time  judge 
fufficient  for  the  different  garrifons  in  his  department,  always 
taking  the  commanding  officer's  receipt  for  fuch  provifions  ; 
and  that  he  make  a  reafonable  allowance  to  a  difcreet  perfon 
in  each  of  the  faid  garrifons  to  attend  the  iffuing  the  faid 
provifions,  and  to  take  every  precaution  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent wafte  and  fraud  in  iiTuing  fuch  provifions. 

Refolved,  That  major  gen.  Gates  be  directed  to  repair  to 
head  quarters  and  follow  the  directions  of  general  Walhington. 

The 
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The  delegates  of  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congrefs  a 
letter  from  Adam  Boyd  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who 
are  directed  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  cf  the  regi- 
mental armourers  for  the  North-Carolina  forces,  and  report 
thereon. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  David  Edwards,  and 
Amos  Wii'et,  feijeant,  for  their  expences  and  horfe  hire 
bringing  Elihu  Hand,  a  fufpedted  perfon,  prifoner  from 
Cape  May  to  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  general  Arnold, 
31    dollars:" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  treafury, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
efquire,  continental  treafurer,  in  favor  of  Clement  Hcliiday, 
efquire,  paymafter  of  the  Maryland  battalion  of  continental 
troops  commanded  by  colonel  Richardfon,  for  10,000  dol- 
lars, for  the  life  of  the  faid  battalion,  and  for  which  the  faid 
paymafter  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  Robert  Harrifon,  efquire,  be  appointed 
to  mutter  the  faid  battalion  while  employed  in  the  fervice 
for  which  it  is  now  deftined ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  a 
reafonable  compenfation  for  every  mufter  which  he  lhali  per- 
form : 

That  while  the  faid  battalion  continues  in  fuch  fervice 
colonel  Richardfcn  (hall  certify  the  pay  roils  of  the  feveral 
companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  and  his  certificate  (hall  be 
a  futEcieut  voucher  to  the  paymafter. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

"Wednesday,    'July  9,  1777. 

A  petition  from  John  White,  Charles  Whittefly,  and  Oth- 
niel  Phelps,  regimental  quartermallers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  ©f  war. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  deputy  quarter- 
mafter  general,  and  a  letter  of  the  5th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
elquire,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon 

Refohed, 


July,     1777.  273 

RefoheJ,  That  the  resolution  of  Congrefa  relative  to  the 
meafures  taken  for  the  defence  of  Billingfport,  be  lraiifrr.it- 
ted  to  tne  executive  council  of  the  Raie  of  Pennsylvania. 
and  that  they  be  deiired  to  go  on  with  the  afllftance  Con- 
grefs  have  afforded  tlieui  to  complete  the  works  at  that 
plac?  with  all  expedition  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee referred  to  them  on  the  1  ith  June  ialt,      , 

Ordered  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  board  of  war  for  contingent  expences,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  the  clothier  general  fupply  the  Indians 
now  in  Philadelphia  vvnh  prefents  to  the  amount  of  100  dol- 
lars. 

Refahed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  authorifed  and 
directed  to  unload  an:1  difpofe  of  the  three  cargoes,  which 
were  (hipped  lalt  fpring  and  are  Hill  in  the  river  Delaware, 
and  to  place  the  amount  of  the  fales  to  the  credit  cf  the. 
United  States. 

Refofoed,  That  the  bills  taken  in  the  feveral  itates  from 
the  officers  who  are  or  have  been  prifoners,  in  lieu  of  the 
fubftftence  money  ordered  to  be  advanced  them  by  Congrefs, 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury  in  Philadelphia,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  St; ites. 

The  feveral  matters  to  tins  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    July  10,    1777. 

A  petition  from  Joieph  Belton,  and  one  from  captain  Jo*- 
feph  Lees,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  the  latter  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  fecret  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
8th  of  June  from  Jchn  Dorfius,  for  himfelf  and  Levinus 
Clarkfon,  and  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Alexander  Rofe 
on  John  Corfius  in  fa»or  of  Willing,  Morris  and  Co. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury,  in  order  for  paying  here  the  before  mentioned  bill,  and 
directing.  Mr.  Doriius  to  appiy  the  amount  of  the  faid  bill 
in  difcharge  of  the  debts  incurred  in  confequence  of  orders 
from  the  fecret  committee,  and  alfo  to  enable  the  agents  of 
the  fecret  committee  in  South  Carolina,,  to  receive  all  the 
money  anting  from  the  fale  of  the  ftate  lottery  tickets  in 
that  (late,  towards  diicharging  the  debts  aforefaid. 

la 
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In  confeqtience  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commiflioners  of 
claims,   the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  there  is  due,  To  Seth  Griffin,  for  riding  exprefs 
from  Bedford  to  New- London,  and  from  thence  to  Philadel- 
phia and  back,  xnd  for  his  expences  during  his  detention  here, 
1 08  dollars  : 

To  Jamea  M'Cullock,  for  riding  exprefs  from  fort  Henry 
to  Pitrfburgh,    r  2  dollars: 

To  Munf.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and 
rations,  from  the  10th  of  June  to  the  10th  of  July,  being 
one  month,  41    30-90  dollars  . 

To  Henry  Baker,  for  provifions  fupplied  continental 
troops  at  Winchefter,  in  Virginia,  and  on  their  march  and  for 
his  fervioes  iifuing  the  fame,   4848  69-90  dollars  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon 

Ordered^  That  10,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Lett  is 
Hooper,  or  his  order,  on  account  of  flour  and  beef  purchafed 
for  i  he  ufe  of  the  army,  agreeable  to  a  bill  of  Jofeph  !  rum- 
bull,  commifTary  general  in  his  favor  on  the  prefident  of 
Congrefs,  dated  5th  of  July  inltant. 

That  2coo  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Artnand  de  la 
Rouerie,  for  the  recruiting  fcrvice  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
confider  farther  the  contract  made  with  Monf.  du  Coudray, 
and  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre- 
fident refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confederation  the  papers  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclulion  defire  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  be  refolved  to-morrow  into  a  com» 
mittee  of  the  whole,,  to  confider  farther  the  contract  and  pa- 
pers aforefaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  feveral  committees  who  have  any  letters 
or  papers  tending  to  throw  light  on  the  fubject  before  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs  to- 
morrow, that  they  may  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  delegates  of  North-Carolina  laid  before  Congrefs  a 
refolution  paifed  by  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  commons  of  that 
Itate,  that  the  artillery  company  in  that  ftate  may  be  taken 
into  the  pay  of  the  continent : 

Ordered, 


J  v  t  y,     1777.  27s 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  16087  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles 
Sims,  of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment  commanded  by  colonel 
William  Ruffell,  to  pay  off  a  part  of  the  faid  regiment  now 
ordered  on  fervice  to  Billingfport ;  the  fame  to  be  charged  to 
the  regiment. 

The  feveral  matte-s  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,    July  11,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  10th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Morris- 
town,  and  one  of  the  9th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  inclofing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  zzd  of  June  from  W.  Aylett,  were 
read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
board  of  war  of  the  16th  June  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  John  Baynton,  be  appointed  deputy 
paymafter  general  to  the  troops  and  garrifons  on  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  and  that  fuch  parts  of  his  letter 
to  the  board  of  war  as  relate  to  money,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  an  extraft  of  general  Wafhington's  letter 
of  the  10th,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  general  Arnold,  be  fent  to 
him,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to  head 
quarters  and  follow  the  orders  of  general  Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  general  officers  in 
and  near  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  confider  farther  the  contract  made  with  Monf.  du  Cou- 
dray,  and  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confidera- 
tion the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  fome  pro- 
grefs,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion  defire  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  be  to-morrow  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  papers  afore- 
faid. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Mor» 

Vol.  III.  Hh  riftown; 
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riftown  ;  one  of  the  fame  date  from  Jofeph  Trumbull ;  one 
of  the  10th  from  Charles  Stewart;  one  of  the  5th  from, 
general  Schuyler,  inclofing  three  letters  from  general  St. 
Clair,  at  Ticonderoga ;  one  dated  the  30th  of  June  ;  one 
the  2d  and  one  the  3d  of  July,  and  the  proceedings  of  a 
court  martial  on  ferjeant  Nicholas  Kent ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  the  army  under  the  command  of  general 
Wafhington  ;  that  they  be  authorifed  and  directed  to  make 
a  diligent  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  army,  particularly 
into  the  caufes  of  the  complaints  in  the  commiffary's  depart- 
ment, and  to  make  fuch  provifion  as  the  exigency  and  im- 
portance of  the  cafe  demands  ;  that  they  report  the  whole 
of  their  proceedings  for  the  confideration  of  Congrefs  with 
as  much  di-fpatch  as  poffible  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Clymer. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mOrrow. 

Saturday.,    July  12,  1777, 
A  petition  from  Monf.  du  Coudray,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it   be   referred   to  the  committee   of  the 
\vhole  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Culbertfon  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be   referred    to    the   board    of  treafury. 
In  confequence  of  an  adjultraent  by    the    commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  the  amount  of  Daniel  Barry's  account  for  his 
fervices  as  an  interpreter  to  fundry  French  officers  from 
North  Carolina  to  Philadelphia,  and  for  his  expences  here 
and  returning  home,  is  69I.  13s.  iod.  of  which  he  received 
at  Newbiir'n  20I.  and  from  governor  Henry  of  Virginia,  iol. 
and  that  the  balance  due  to  him  is  39I.  13s.  iod.  equfd  to 
1 05  76  90  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  fa  id  balance  be  paid, 
'  The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  5C0  dollars  be  paid  to  Gerard  W.  Beek- 
aian,    in    difchnrgjc    of   general    Walbington's   draught  on 

William 
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William  Palfrey,  efq;  paymafter  general,  in  favour  of  Natha- 
niel Sacket,  the  faid  bill  being  transferred  to  the  faid  Beek- 
man,  and  to  be  charged  to  William  Palfrey,  efquire. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Blount,  efq;  paymafter 
of  the  North-Carolina  battalions,  and  to  b:  delivered  to 
William  Blount,  efq;  or  his  order,  io.oco  dollars  for  the  pay 
of  the  faid  battalions,  and  for  which  the  faid  paymafter  is  to 
be  accountable  ;  the  fame  to  iflue  by  two  warrants,  one  for 
6,500  dollars,  and  the  other  for  3,500  dollars  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  doftor  William  Shippcn,  di- 
rector general  of  the  hofpitals,  8000  dollars,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable : 

That  Alexander  Rofs's  bill  on  John  Dorfius,  in  favour 
of  Willing,  Morris,  and  Co.  dated  Bofton  June  24th,  for 
10,000  dollars,  be  taken  up  by  the  fecret  committee  on  the 
credit  of  the  faid  John  Dorfius,  who  acts  as  agent  of  the- 
faid  fecret  committee;  and  that  a  warrant  iffue  from  the  pre- 
fident  on  the  loan  office  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  for  that  fum 
in  favour  of  Willing,  Morris,  and  Co.  the  fecret  committee 
to  be  charged  therewith. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  coniider  farther  the  contract  made  with  Monf.  du  Cou- 
dray,  and  the  papers  referred  to  them  ;  and  after  fome  time 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  coniideration  the  papers 
referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon 
which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  but  not  having  come  to  a 
conclufion  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  be  on  Monday  next  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  nth  and  I2th  from  general  Arnold,  was 
read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  there 
are  about  1400  men  at  Philadelphia  and  Billingfport,  ready 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  but  wait  his  orders  ;  which 
he  will  pleafe  on  receipt  of  the  exprefs  to  tranfmit  to  bri- 
gadier general  Nafh  : 

H  h  2  That 
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That  it  be  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  governments  of 
the  (late  of  New- York,  and  the  eaftern  ftates,  to  fend  fuch 
reinforcements  of  militia  to  the  armies  under  general  Wafh- 
inton,  or  general  Schuyler,  as  mall  be  from  time  to  time  re- 
queued : 

That  ferjeant  Nicholas  Kent,  condemned  to  be  fhot  for 
defertion  to  the  enemy,  and  recommended  to  the  mercy  of 
Congrefs  by  general  Schuyler,  and  a  number  of  other  repu- 
table perfons,  be,  notwithstanding,  the  atrocioufnefs  of  his 
crime,  pardoned  ;  as  there  are  peculiar  circumftances  of  mi- 
tigation attending  his  cafe  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  commiffioners  for  Indian 
affairs  purchaiing  Indian  goods  at  Bofton.  as  mentioned  in 
general  Schuyler's  letter  of  ihe  5th,  and  that  he  be  inorm- 
ed  no  fupply  of  blankets  or  ftrouds  canbefent  him  from 
hence. 

That  a  continental  mufter-mafter  be  immediately  order- 
ed to  mutter  the  militia  employed  on  the  works  at  Billingf- 
port  : 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther 
consideration. 

The  fever al  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     July    14,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Pump- 
ton  plains  ;  one  of  the  fame  date  from  general  SiuTvan,  at 
Ramapaugh  ;  and  one  from  colonel  Spotfwood,  of  the  10th 
regiment  of  Virginia  forces,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Spotfwood  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  general  Nam  proceed  immediately  with 
the  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  troops,  together  with  co- 
lonel Prodtor's  corps  of  artillery,  to  join  general  Warning- 
ton. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  I  Ith  and 
1 2th,  from  general  Arnold;  and  after  debate 

Refolved,  That  it  lie  for  farther  confideration. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Arnold,  was  read- 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  intelligence,  and  afterwards  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  the  governor  of  Virginia,  to  the  delegates 
«f  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Sullivan  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  de 
la  Balme,  and  to  Mor.f.  Vallenais,  his  aid,  each  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

*4  That  there  is  due  for  the  pay  of  four  companies  of  city 
guards  from  the  fecond  of  June  to  the  fecond  of  July  m- 
ftant,  and  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Lewis  Nichola,  2245  2-96 
dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  accordingly  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,    July  15,   T777. 

A  memorial  from  James  Byers,  and  one  from  Herman 
Zedwitz,  and  an  application  from  colonel  Prodtor,  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  firft  be  referred  to  the  marine  commit- 
tee ;  and  the  two  laft  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  prepare  and  report 
to  Congrefs,  a  draught  of  inftrudtions  to  the  paymafler  and 
deputy  paymafters  general  of  the  refpe£tive  departments, 
for  regulating  the  advances  to  be  made  to  the  recruiting 
officers  of  the  battalions  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 
*  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
confider  farther  the  contract  made  with  Monf.  du  Coudiay, 
and  the  other  papers  referred  to  them  ;  and  after  fome  time 
the  prefident  rcfumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  confederation  the  papers 
referred  to  them,  but  have  come  to  no  farther  refolution 
thereon. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  Monf.  du  Coudray  ;  that  they  inform  him,  Con- 
grefs cannot  comply  with  the  agreement  he  has  entered  into 
with  Mr.  Deane  ;  but  that  feniible  of  the  fervices  he  has 
rendered  thefe  ftates,  and  having  a  favourable  opinion  of  his 
merit  and  abilities,  they  will  cheerfully  give  him  iuch  rank 
and  appointments  as  fhall  not  be  inconfiftenr.  with  the  honor 
and  fafety  of  thefe  Hates,  or  interfere  with  the  great  duties 
they  owe  to  their  condituents  : 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  committee  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

A  plan  of  the  works  at  Billingfport  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Matthew  Irwine,  agent  to 
the  coinmiffary  general  of  purchafes,  50,000  dollars  in  dif- 
charge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  him  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs 
dated  27th  June  towards  fupplies  for  the  army,  thefaid  com- 
miliary  general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Beal,  of  tfce 
6th  Maryland  regiment,  commanded  by  colonel  Otho  Wil- 
liams, 400  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  a  detachment  of  the  faid 
regiment  now  on  their  march  to  join  the  army,  and  for  which 
the  faid  regiment  is  to  be  charged  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major  general  Arnold,  2700 
dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John  Baynton,  deputy  pay- 
master general  for  the  troops  on  the  weftern  frontiers,  15,000 
dollars,  for  the  pay  of  the  faid  troops,  and  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable  : 

1  hat  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Jacob  Weaver,  of  an  in- 
dependent company  of  foot,  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  for  the 
continental  fervice  and  (lationed  at  Lancafter,  2000  dollars, 
ior  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    jfuly   16,   1777. 
Cpngrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  con- 
fer with  Monf.  du  Coudray,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  the 
following  gentlemen  were  eledted  : 

Mr.  Hey  ward,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 
The  marine   committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftence   of  furgeons  in  the 
'  navy  be  equal  to  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  lieutenants  of 
the  vefTels  to  which  they  fhall  refpeclively  belong. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  fit 
out  two  fire  fhips  at  the   continental  expence. 

.  Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the    board 
©f  war  of  the  23d  of  June  laft  ;  whereupon 

Refohed, 
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Refolvedy  That  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolve  ref- 
pecting  colonel  Nicola's  corps  of  invalids,  the  following  plan 
for  railing  one  company  be  adopted  for  railing  the  whole  of  the 
fa  Id  corps ; 

1.  That  the  director  general  of  the  continental  hofpital  be 
<3efired  to  give  directions  to  the  phyficians  and  furgeonsin  the 
different  departments  at  a  reafonable  diftance  from  Philadelphia 
that  before  they  difcharge  any  ferjeants,  corporals,  or  private 
men  from  the  hofpitals  as  unfit  for  fervice,  they  confider  whe- 
ther fuch  men  are  actually,  or  likely  foon  to  be,  capable  of 
dsing  garrifon  duty,  and  if  thought  fo  to  mention  it  in  the 
difcharge,  that  they  may  not  be  entirely  difcharged  from  the 
fervice,  but  transferred  from  the  regiment  to  which  they  actual- 
ly belong  to  that  of  invalids;  and  in  cafe  fuch  men  are  at  a 
diftance  from  their  refpe&ive  regiments,  that  the  director  or 
fleward  of  each  hofpital  fend  fuch  men  to  Philadelphia,  in  the 
bell  manner  circumftances  will  admit  : 

2.  That  notice  be  fent  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  generals 
commanding  the  armies,  of  the  raifing  a  corps  of  invalids,  and 
they  be  defired  to  give  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments, that  in  cafe  they  have  any  ferjeants,  corporals,  drum- 
mers or  private  men,  deemed  incapable  of  doing  field  duty, 
fuch  men  be  examined  by  the  director  of  the  hofpital  or  fome 
other  phyfician  or  furgeon,  and  if  judged  fit  for  garrifon  duty 
that  they  be  not  difcharged,  but  transferred  to  the  invalid 
corps  and  fent  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

Men  having  only  one  leg  or  one  arm  each,  if  othervvife  ca- 
pable of  doing  garrifon  duty,  are  to  be  deemed  proper  recruits 
for  this  corps. 

3.  That  the  following  advertifment  be  publifhed  in  the  feveral 
news  papers  as  foon  as  pofiible,  viz.  "  War- Office,  June  1777. 
Congrefs  being  defirous  to  make  provifion  for  fuch  men  as  fuf- 
fer  in  the  military  fervice  of  the  United  States,  have  directed  a 
regiment  of  Invalids  to  be  immediately  raifed  for  the  reception 
of  fuch  as  have  already  been  or  may  in  future  be  rendered  by 
•wounds  or  diforders  incapable  of  doing  field  duty,  but  are  yet 
fit  for  garrifon  fervice.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  perfons 
in  Philadelphia  orwithin  20  miles  round,  who  are  under  conti- 
nental half  pay  on  account  of  incapacities  contracted  in  the  fer- 
vice, mull  within  fifteen  days  repair  to  Philadelphia  and  fhevr 
themfelves  to  colonel  Nicola,  in  Front-ftreet  four  doors  be- 
low the  coffee-houfe,  that  if  judged  capable  of  duty  they  may 
be  put  on  full  pay.  All  other  perfons  who  have  ferved  in  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States  within  the  above  defcription,  though 

not 
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not  on  half  pay,  may  prefent  themfelves,  and  if  judged  capa- 
ble they  will  be  immediately  received.  All  fuch  as  are  above 
twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia  muft  apply  to  the  neareft  con- 
tinental general,  field  officer,  phyficiau  or  furgeon,  who  are 
defned  to  forward  fuch  as  they  judge  fit  for  the  corps  of  Inva- 
lids. Officers,  who  from  wounds  or  diforders  contracted  in  the 
fervice,  are  rendered  unfit  for  field  duty,  muft  fignify  their 
pretentions,  with  certificates  from  continental  phyficians  or  fur- 
geons  to  the  board  of  war.  As  this  corps  is  intended  not  only 
as  a  provifion  for  difabled  officers  and  foldiers,  but  as  a  fchool 
for  propagating  military  knowledge  and  difciplinc,  no  officers 
need  apply  but  fuch  as  produce  ample  certificates  of  their  hav- 
ing ferved  with  reputation,  and  having  fupported  good  cha- 
racters, both  as  citizens  and  foldiers.  Officers  and  foldiers  who 
have  engaged  during  the  war  will  be  preferred  :" 

Refohed,  That  Enoch  Welfh  be  appointed  an  Enfign  in 
the  corps  of  invalids. 

Ordered,  That  880  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Matthews 
who  is  under  orders  to  go  to  Virginia  on  the  recruiting  fervice, 
and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  4th  battalion  of  Virginia 
forces,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  JLawfon. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  John  M'Kinly,  prefident  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  :  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Col.  Benja- 
min Flower,  commifTary  general  of  military  flores,  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  ; 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Mr,  Anthony  Butler,  agent  to 
major  general  Mifflin,  quartermafter  general,  100,000  dollars, 
agreeable  to  the  quartermafter  general's  draught  on  the  pre- 
fident of  Congrefs,  dated  the  10th  inftant,  and  for  which 
money  the  quartermafter  general  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  prtiident  and  fupreme  exe- 
cutive council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  on  their 
application  for  that  purpofe,  6o,coo  dollars,  for  which  the 
{aid  commonwealth  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  works  at  Bil- 
lingfport  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  con- 
fidered  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Monf.  du  Coudray's  plan  of  the  14  th  inft. 
of  the  fort  at  Biliingiport  be  approved  and  immediately  car- 
ried into  execution. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Waflungton  atVanauler's, 

eight 
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eight  miles  from  Pumpton  plains  ;  and  one  of  the  6th  from 
Richard  Varick,  deputy  muiter-mafter  general  in  the  northern 
department,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  before  Congrefs  as 
foon  as  pollible  a  lilt  of  the  foreign  officers  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,  with  an  account  of  the  relative  rank  they 
held  in  the  armies  of  the  king  of  France  or  other  European 
power,  and  the  rank  they  now  holds. 

A  memorial  from  monf.  du  Portail  and  other  engineers, 
together  with  obfervations  on  the  treaty  made  with  them  in 
France,    were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    July  17,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  1 6th  from  general  W  afhington ,  dated  Camp 
near  the  Clove,  and  of  this  day  fiom  monf.  du  Coudray, 
were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  monf.  du  Coudray 
reported  verbally  that  they  have  executed  that  bufinefs,  and 
communicated  to  him  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  take  into  consideration 
the  fituation  of  monf.  du  Coudray,  and  report  what  propo- 
fals  it  will  be  proper,  in  their  opinion,  for  Congrefs  to  make 
him  : 

Refolved,  That  two  more  members  be  added  to  the  faid 
committee ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  memorial  from  a  committee  of  the  truftees  of  the  col- 
lege in  New- Jerfey,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Monf.  du  Coudray  having  applied  by  a  letter  to  the  prefi- 
dent  for  the  articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  him 
and  Mr.  Deane,  and  the  bundle  of  original  papers  referred  to 
in  his  account,  which  he  delivered  to  the  committe  on  foreign 
applications,  and  which  were  by  them  laid  before  Congrefs  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  papers  be  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Lo- 
well, one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  on  foreign  applicati- 
ons. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  executive  powers  of 
the  Hates  not  reprefented  in  Congrefs,  informing  them  that  the 
confederation  of  the  ttates  and  feveral  other  important  matters 
are  out  off  for  want  of  a  full  reprefentation  of  all  the  ftates  ; 
Vol.  Ill  I  i  and 
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and    earneftly   recommending  it  to  them  to  fend  a  fufficient 
number  of  members  to  reprefent  them  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideratian  the  memorial  of  monf.  du 
Porlail  and  the  other  engineers,  and  thereupon, 

Refolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  memorial  for  a  rank 
higher  than  thai:  agreed  on  in  the  treaty  made  with  them  by 
meff.  Franklin  and  Dean.;,  at  Paris,  be  not  c»mplied  with. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treafury  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  faid  engineers,  and  report  a  draught  of  money  in  their  fa- 
vour : 

A  memorial  from  baron  Holt2endorf,  together  with  a 
treaty  made  with  him  by  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  at  Paris*  25th. 
Nov.  1776,  was  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  intoc  onfi- 
deration,  it  was  thereupon 

Refoived,  That  the  faid  treaty  be  agreed  to  fo  far  only  as  to 
make  the  faid  baron  Hokzendorf  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Statesb  and  that  his  pay  commence  from 
the  date  of  the  faid  agreement, 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Ordered,  That  in  lieu    of  the  advance  ordered   on  the  1 2th 
to  be  made  to  doctor  W.  Shippen,  director  general  of  the  hof- 
pital,  a  warrant  be    drawn  on  the  loan    officer  in  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut,  in  his  favour,  for   8000   dollars,  for  which  the 
faid  doctor  Shippen  is  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

"  That  there  is  due,  to  captain  Jacob  Fauns,  of  lieutenant 
cojonel  John  Lawrence's  battalion  of  the  flying  camp,  for  fub- 
iiilence  of  the  recruits  of  his  company  while  recruiting,  from 
the  27th  Auguit  to  the  20th  September,  1776,56  37-90 
dollars  : 

To  James  Aitken,  "his  pay  and  rations  as  chaplain  to  the 
4th  North  Carolina  regiment,  from  the  ill  July  to  the  14th 
Aug.  being  one  month  and  an  half,  at  41  1-3  dollars  per 
month  ;  alio  an  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  day  for  30  days, 
allowing  him  for  his  expences  returning  to  North-Carolina, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  122  dollars  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  2d  and  3d  inftant ;  whereupon 

R-efoivedi  That  general  Spencer  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to 
his  letter  of  the  2Cth   May,  that   Congrefs  confirm  the    ap- 
pointment by  him  of  William  Peck,  Efq;  deputy  adjutant  ge- 
neral 
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aeral  to  the  militia  and  Itate  troops  of  Rhode-IOand,  kept  in 
continental  pay  ;  that  for  money  to  pay  the  faid  troops  he  is  to 
make  application  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  efq;  at  Bofton,  de- 
puty paymafter  -general  to  the  troops  in  the  eaftern  depart- 
ment ;  and  that,  as  the  quarter- mailer  general  has  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  his  deputies,  application  is  to  be  made  to  him  for 
the  appointment  of  a  deputy  quarter-mailer  general. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler's 
conduct  as  to  captain  Whitcomb's  corps  of  rangers,  and  that 
3066  2-3  dollars,  the  fum  the  general  has  paid  over  theniual 
bounty  allowed  by  Congrefs,  be  charged  to  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay;  and  that  the  corps  be  confidered  as  part  of 
their  quota  of  continental  trooDS  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  and  ratify  general  Schuyler's  en- 
gagements to  the  men  draughted  out  of  the  regiments  at 
Ticonderoga  to  aft  as  artillery  men  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  inform  the  French 
gentlemen  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  June  lafl,  that 
Congrefs  will  promote  them  when  they  receive  authentic  in- 
telligence of  their  meriting  promotion  by  fome  fignal  fervices, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  general  Schuyler  be  irnpowered  to 
grant  them  fuch  pay  as  he  mall  think  thsy  reflectively  deferve, 
not  exceeding    that  of  a  captain.  ; 

Ordered,  That  in  confederation  of  the  fcarcity  of  fait,  and 
the  quantity  neceffary  for  the  fupply  of  the  army,  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  take  the  moft  effectual  and  fpeedymeafures 
for  importing  into  different  parts  of  this  continent  large  quan- 
tities of  that  article,  and  that  the  commifiary  general  of  pur- 
chafes  be  informed  of  this  order. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  refpedting  the  rank  of  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  report  be  tranfmitted  to 
general  Wafhington,  who  is  defired  to  perufe  the  fame  and 
give  his  fentiments  thereon,  and  objections,  if  any  he  has,  to 
Congrsfs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     July  18,     1777. 
A  petition  from  John  Riordon,  of  the  ifland  of  Santa  Croix,' 
who  came  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  in  a  flag  of  truce,  was 
I  i  3  read, 


2S6      JOURNALS    OF    CONGRESS. 

read,  praying  for  leave  to  go  to  New-York  to  obtain  from 
admiral  Howe  a  permit  to  fail  with  his  veffeh 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  him  by  the  board  of  war, 
he  giving  them  a  parole  on  the  terms  by  them  prefcribed. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  of  June  from  W.  Aylett,  at  Williamf- 
burg,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  inform  Mr.  Aylett  that  Con- 
grefs  approve  of  his  giving  colonel  Braxton  the  price  he  agreed 
with  him  for  the  3000  barrels  of  flour. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Monf.  du  Coudray  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  three  gentlemen,  not  members  of  Congrefs, 
be  appointed  to  conduct  the  bufinefs  of  the  board  of  war, 
under  the  direction  of  the  prefent  board  : 

That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing  the  faid 
gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  James  Le  Mare  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accom- 
panying it,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Refolved,  That  the  cafe  of  perfons  applying  for  leave  logo 
to  New-York,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are 
directed  to  take  fuch  precautions,  and  lay  thofe  to  whom 
they  fhall  think  fit  to  grant  liberty  under  fuch  reftridtions,  as 
they  judge  proper  to  prevent  their  giving  intelligence  to  the 
enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    July   10,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  general  Wafhington  at  the  Clove, 
and  one  of  the  iilh  from  general  Spencer  at  Providence, 
were  read,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  major  general 
Prefcot  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intel- 
ligence. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  colonel  Proctor,  with  a  lift  of 
the  officers  of  his  corps,  was  read,  requefting,  as  the  faid  corps 
is  transferred  by  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  that  conti- 
nental commiflions  and  warrants  be  granted  to  the  officers  in 
lieu  of  the  commiflions  formerly  iffued  to  them  by  the  council 
of  fafety  of  the  faid  ftate  : 

Ordered,  That  commiflions  and  warrants  be  granted  to  the 
faid  officers,  and  that  they  bear  the  fame  date  as  thofe  iffued 
to  them  by  the  ftate. 

Ordered 
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Ordered,  That  1749  50-90  dollar*  be  advanced  to  captain 
James  Henry,  of  the  5th  Maryland  regiment,  commanded 
by  colonel  Richardfon,  for  the  ufe  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Refohed,  That  major  general  Putnam  be  directed  to  caufe. 
without  delay,  a  return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of 
the  troops  under  his  command. 

Refuhed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  take 
intoconlideration  the  fervices  performed  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Mei^gs,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Barton,  and  the  troops  under 
their  command,  and  report  what  marks  of  honor  it  will  be 
proper  to  bellow  upon  them  for  their  gallant  exploits  and 
meritorious  fervices. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  with  the  affidavits 
annexed,  be  publifhed  in  a  pamphlet,  and  that  4000  copies 
in  Englihh  and  2000  in  German  be  ftruck  off  and  diitributed 
through  the  feveral  dates. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  aforcfaid  continue  their  en- 
quiries, and  in  cafe  they  come  to  the  knowledge  of  other 
fa6ls  well  attelted  before  the  faid  publication  is  made,  that 
they  annex  them  to  the  pamphlet  by  way  of  appendix. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after  debate  the  de- 
termination thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  ltate,  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  "  that  they  have  examined 
into  the  matters  fet  forth  in  the  depofition  of  Thomas  Mc 
Arthur,  relative  co  the  purchafe  of  horfes  by  a  certain  Da« 
▼is,  and  although  it  appears  from  Davis's  coniefiion  that  the 
fadts  as  to  taking  receipts  for  more  than  the  fums  actually 
paid  are  true,  yet  whatever  might  have  been  intended  by  the 
faid  Davis,  who  was  of  opinion  that  the  horfes  were  intended 
for  the  public,  it  does  not  appear  that  Davis  was  authorifed 
to  purchafe  the  faid  horfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States, 
nor  were  the  horfes  ever  delivered  to  any  perfon  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  thefe  Hates." 

Ordered,  That  i6co  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Butler,  public  armourer,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  further  report ;  where- 
upon 

Refolved, 
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Refohed,  That  the  memorial  of  "  a  committee  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  college  of  New  Jerfey,"  which  was  committed 
to  the  board  of  w?.r,  be  referred  to  the  quarter- mafter  gene- 
ral, and  that  he  be  directed  immediately  to  give  fuch  orders 
en  the  prernifes  as  may  for  the  future  prevent  any  juil  caufe 
of  complaint  : 

Rejbhed,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bekon  be  dif mif- 
fed : 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confederation  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

Cctigrefs  took  into  ccnfideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the   10th  inllant  ;  whereupon 

RefoiveJ,  That  the  artillery  company  of  the  Hate  of  North- 
Carolina  be  taken  into  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  continent, 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  troops  to  be  raifed  by  that  (rate, 
and  that  they  be  ordered  to  march  and  join  general  Waih- 
ington. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther 
conllderaticn. 

In  confequence  of  an  ■  adjustment  by  the  commifiioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  William  M'Creigh  and  Richard 
Gomel!,  two  deferters  from  the  enemy,  for  their  two  muf- 
kets,  amounting  to  28  dollars,  delivered  to  colonel  Moylan 
at  Woodbridge,  of  whom  they  received  one  dollar,  27  dol- 
lars. 

Qrdrrsdy  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

ri  he  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon 

Orcleted,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Eichelberger, 
of  one  of  the  10  battalions,  commanded  by  colonel  Hartley* 
boo  dollars,  to  be,  charged  to  the  faid  battalion1: 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on  the  deputy 
paymatter  general  in  the  fouthern  department,  in  favour  of 
major  Seth  John  Cuthbert,  for  4000  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  the  Hate  of  Georgia  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  in 
favcr  of  colonel  John  White,  for  15,000  dollars,  for  the 
ule  cf  his  regiment,  to  be  charged  to  the  ftate  of  Georgia  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  in 
favour  of  William  Blount,  efquire,  acting  pay  mailer  to  the 
Notth-Caroliaa  brigade,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to 
Jacob  Blount,  efquire,  pay  mailer  to  the  Nort]>- Carolina 
troops  : 

That 
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That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  John  Gibfon,  cfqnire,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  2200  dollars,  to  be 
charred  to  the  faid  flate. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Auguflus  Mottin  de  la  Balme, 
307  45-90  dollars,  being  for  two  months  advance  pay  as 
infpeftor  of  cavalry,  and  for  a  horfe  : 

That  220  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Valanais,  aid  to 
monf,  de  la  Balme,  for  two  months  advance  pay,  and  for  a 
horfe : 

That  a  warrant.be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on  the  commiffi- 
oner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  100,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina. 

The  fcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     July  21,    1777. 

Mr.  Folfom,  from  New  Hampfliire,  and  Mr.  Chafe,  from 
Maryland,  attended  and  took  their  feata. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Johnfon,  colonel  Humpton,  and 
colonel  Broadhead,  and  the  other  field  officers  of  their 
battalions  of  Pennfylvania  forces,  was  read,  recommending 
doclor  Jones  to  be  brigade  chaplain  to  thofe  three  batta- 
lions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  propofals  ought 
to  be  made  to  Monf.  du  Coudray,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  after  debate, 

Refol'v-d,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pofl- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

;  A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Wafliington,  inclofing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  to  him  from  general  St.  Clair 
at  Fort  Edward,  with  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  council 
of  war  for  evacuating  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  St.  Clair,  with  the 
paper  inclofed,  be  Committed  to  the  committee  of  intelligence 
and  afterwards  that  the  fame,  together  with  the  letter  from 
general  Wafhington  and  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  U  E  S  D  A  Y, 
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Tuesday,    July  22,  1777. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  from  South -Carolina,  and  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius Harnet  from  North-Carolina,  attended  and  took  their 
feats. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  brigadier  Forman  ;  one  of  the 
nth  from  governor  Heniy  ;  one  of  the  15th  from  brigadier 
general  Conway  and  th?  field  officers  of  his  brigade  ;  one  of 
the  i$th  from  Alexander  Mc  Donald  of  Kingiburgh,  and 
one  from  William  Edmellon,  major  of  the  48th  regiment, 
snd  fundry  other  officers  prifoners  at  Reading  ;  and  one  of 
the  8th,  from  brigadier  general  Howe,  were  read- 

Ordered,  That  t^e  letters  from  A.  Mc  Donald  and  the  pri- 
foners at  Reading,  and  that  from  brigadier  general  Howe, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Henry  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  colonel  W.  Finnie  lay  his  ac- 
counts before  the  faid  board,  who  are  to  proceed  to  the  li- 
quidation and  fettlement  of  the  faid  accounts. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  doftor  Rickman  to  Mr.  Harri- 
fon,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  after  debate 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  appointing  three  gentlemen  to 
conduct  the  bulinefs   of  the  board  of  war,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  faid  gentlemen  be 
poftponed  to  Tuefday  next. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  applications  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  chevalier  du  Portail,  colonel  of  engi- 
neers, take  rank  and  command  of  all  engineers  heretofore 
appointed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  monf.  du  Coudray 
2666  2-3  dollars,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  the  gentle- 
men who  came  with  him  from  France  ;  for  which  monf.  du 
Coudray  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  to  tranfmit  from 
Maryland  to  the  auditor  general  one  million  of  dollars,  for 
which  the  laid  auditor  general  is  to  be  accountable : 

That 
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That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  auditor  general  in  favor  of 
the  board  of  war,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  Northern 
department,  and  for  which  the  faid  deputy  paymafter  general 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office 
in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of 
the  auditor  general,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Auguftus  Motin  de  la 
Balme,  infpe&or  general  of  cavalry,  claimed  for  his  and 
motif.  Ricault's  expences  to  America  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  736  dollars,  for  which  colonel  de  la  Balme  ia 
to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrov-. 

Wednesday,    July  23,  1777. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  captain  Thomas  Dorfey  wai 
read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contractor 
the  calling  of  cannon,  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  all  the  contracts  they  have  made,  together 
with  an  account  of  the  advances  made  and  cannon  received 
in  confequence  of  fuch  contrafts  ;  and  that  they  be  dis- 
charged from  proceeding  farther  in  that  bufmefs,  and  that 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  veiled  with  the  powers 
granted  to  the  aforefaid  committee,  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  faid  contracts,  and 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  lhaH  judge  proper  and  effectual 
for  procuring  a  proper  fupply  of  cannon  for  the  land  and  fea 
fervice,  and  that  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  faid 
board  for  fuch  cannon  as  they  may  want  for  the  eontinental 
fhips  of  war  under  their  direction. 

The  marine  committee  having  laid  before  Congrefs  a  peti- 
tion from  fundry  lieutenants*in  the  Davy,  which  had  beer* 
forae  time  under  the  confideration  of  the  faid  committee,  and 
reprefented,  that  before  any  determination  was  had  thereon, 
a  number  of  the  faid  lieutenants  refufed  to  proceed  in  the  ex- 
ecution 01  their  duty  until  what  they  call  their  grievance* 
mould  be  redreffed,  as  more  fully  appears  by  a  paper  now 
produced  to  Congrefs,  dated  2 1  ft  of  July,  direded  to  fohn 

Vox..  III.  £  k  Barry, 
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Barry,  efquire,  fenior  commander  of  the  navy  in  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  and  figned  by  twelve  of  the  faid  lieutenants* 
viz.  Robert  French,  Robert  Martin,  Robert  Hume,  John 
Fanning,  Matthew  Tibbs,  George  Batfon,  Luke  Matthew- 
man,  William  Gamble,  Thomas  Vaughan,  Jofeph  Green- 
way,  R.  Pomoroy,  James  Armitage  ;  and  whereas  fuch  com- 
binations of  officers  to  extort  increafe  of  pay  and  allowances 
from  the  public  are  of  the  moil  dangerous  tendency  :  it  is 
neceffary  for  the  public  fervice  to  make  examples  of  fuch  of- 
fenders ;  therefore 

Refolded,  That  the  faid  Robert  French,  Robert  Martin, 
Robert  Hume,  John  Fanning,  Matthew  Tibbs,  George 
Batfon,  Luke  Matthewman,  William  Gamble,  Thomas 
Vaughan,  Jofeph  Greenway,  R.  Pomoroy,  and  James  Ar- 
mitage, be  di  (miffed  the  continental  fervice,  and  they  are 
hereby  difmifled  accordingly,  and  their  commiffions  rendered 
void  and  of  none  effect. 

Refolded,  That  the  faid  Robert  French,  Robert  Martin, 
Robert  Hume,  John  Fanning,  Matthew  Tibbs,  George 
Batfon,  .Luke  Matthewman,  William  Gamble,  Thomas 
Vaughan,  Jofeph  Greenway,  R.  Pomoroy,  and  James  Ar- 
mitage, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  any  commiffion  or  warrant  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  feve- 
ral  ftates  not  to  employ  any  of  them  in  any  office  civil  or 
military. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolutions  :    . 

Whereas  no  continental  general  officer  is  ftationed  in  or 
near  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  which  prevents  the  if- 
fu'nig  of  money  for  the  public  fervice  out  of  the  military 
chert  in  the  fouthcrn  department :  therefore 

Refo/ved,  That  colonel  David  Mafon  be  authorifed  to  draw 
warrants  upon  the  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  laid  de- 
partment for  public  fervices  arifing  in  the  faid  commonwealth, 
until  a  general  officer  be  ftationed  there,  always  fpecifying  in 
fuch  warrants  the  particular  ufes  for  which  the  money  (o 
drawn  fhall  be  intended  or  applied  for. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Louis 
du  Portail,  chevalier  Derford,  375  dollars:     to  lieutenant 

colonel 
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colonel  la  Radiere,  Baileul,  300  dollars  ;  and  to  major  Gou- 
vion  Obry,  250  dollars  ;  for  which  fums  they  are  refpedtively 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  con- 
tract with  bakers  to  bake  into  bifcuit  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
the  flour  which  they  were  ordered  to  fell  : 

That  the  commifFary  general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to 
have  the  flour  ftored  at  Yorktown,  Lancafter,  Downingtown 
and  Valley  Forge,  in  Pennfylvania,  and  which  is  in  danger  of 
perifhing,  baked  into  bifcuit  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Greene,  and  one  of  the 
fame  date  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  were  read : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Chriftopher  Ludwig,  fuperintendant  of  bakers,  being  fent 
by  general  Wafhington  to  Philadelphia  to  procure  a  number 
of  journeymen  bakers;  and  it  being  reprefented  by  him  that 
he  cannot  be  fupplied,  as  moll  of  them  are  engaged  in  the 
militia, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ludwig  apply  to  the  fupreme  executive 
council  of  the  fta'te  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  faid  council  to  furnifh  him  with  fuch  a  number 
of  journeymen  bakers  out  of  the  militia  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  continent  as  he  may  want. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  to  the 
baron  d'Arendt  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  ap- 
plications. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  wa9  read  : 
Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  postponed  tilj 
to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    July  24,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  from  general  Wafhington  at  the  Clove 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fame  be  fent  to  the  fupreme 
executive  council  of  Pennfylvania. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Vaughan  was  read,  wherein  he 
declares  that  he  did  not  fign  the  paper  addreffed  to  John 
Barry,  efrj; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

K  k  2  A 
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A  petition  from  Jofeph  Philbrick  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  inclofed 
and  therein  referred  to,  be  committed  to  the  board  of treafury. 
Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
confer  with  the  executive  powers  of  Pennfylvania,  and  take 
immediate  and  effectual  meafures  to  carry  into  execution  the 
views  and  wifhes  of  the  general. 

Mr.  Livingfton,  one  of  the  committee  fent  to  camp,  being 
returned  laid  before  congrefs  a  letter  from  general  Wafhing- 
ton to  the  faid  committee,  which  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  33d,  from  brigadier  Forman  was  read, 
informing  that  the  enemy's  fleet  failed  yelterday  morning  from 
the  Hook. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
board  of  war,  and  after  debate 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  William  Smith,  copperplate  printer, 
for  printing  loan  office  certificates  at  Baltimore  from  1 6th 
Nov.  1776,  to  17th  July  1777,  and  for  fundries  he  fupplied 
for  the  life  thereof,  23  59-90  dollars  : 

To    Chriftopher  Ludwig  fuperintendant    of    bakers,    for 
fundry  expences  incurred  in  the  faid  fervice,  and  for  his  pay 
for  three  months,  ending  the  3d  July,.  737  36-90  dollars; 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid, 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Bramal  and  one  from  Robert 
Towers  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Luke  Matthewman  and  the  other  lieute- 
nants of  the  navy  who  were  yefterday  difmiffed  the  fervice, 
and  a  letter  from  John  Nelfon  to  the  marine  committee,  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  petition  from  the  chevalier  la  Radiere  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  July  25,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  19th  from  brigadier  Muhlehburgh  ;  one 
of  the  2d  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- Bay,  and  an 
application  of  the  general  afTembly  of  the  (late  of  New- 
Hampmire  for  a  fum  of  money  to  redeem  the  bills  iflued  by 
that  Hate,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  application  from  the  general  alfem- 
bly  of  New-Hampfhire  be  referred  to  the  board  ot  treafu- 
ry. 

Congrefs  returned  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
board  of  war,  and  after  debate 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poll-  * 
poned. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  Georgia  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adam's. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  haveajuft  fenfe  of  the  merit  of 
lieutenani  oolonel  Meigs  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  who  diftinguifhed  their  prudence,  activity, 
enterprize  and  valour,  in  the  late  expedition  to  Long- 
Ifland  ;  aud  that  an  elegant  fword  be  provided  by  the  com- 
miffary  general  of  military  ftores  and  prefented  to  lieutenant 
colonel  Meigs  : 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  gallant 
behaviour  of  lieutenant  colonel  Barton,  of  a  militia  regi- 
ment of  the  ftate  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, and  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  his  party,  who  clif- 
tinguilhed  their  valour  and  addrefsin  making  prifoncrs  of  ma- 
jor general  Prefcot,  of  the  Britifh  army,  and  major  William 
Barrington,  his  aid  de  camp  ;  and  that  an  elegant  fword 
be  provided  by  the  commifiary  general  of  military  ftore« 
and  prefented  to  lieutenant  colonel  Barton. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  con- 
tract with  proper  perfor.s  to  fupply  the  army  with  beer,  cy- 
der, vegetables,  foap,  vinegar  and  four  crout  ;  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  advertife  in  the  feveral  papers,  that  all 
perfons  whom  it  may  fuit  to  fupply  the  army  with  thoie 
articles  may  make  their  propcfals  to  the  board. 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  en- 
•reafe    the    ration  of  foap    according   to    his    difcretion  : 

That 
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That  fo  much  of  general  Wellington's  letter  as  relates 
to  an  auditor's  attending  the  army  to  fettle  and  adjuft  ac- 
counts before  warrants  be  drawn  for  payment,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury. 

That  general  Washington  be  impowered  to  appoint  Mr. 
Robert  Erfkine,  or  any  other  perfon  that  he  may  think  pro- 
per, geographer  and  furveyor  of  the  roads,  to  take  fketches 
of  the  country,  the  feat  of  war,  and  to  have  the  procuring, 
governing  and  paying  the  guides  employed  under  him  ;  the 
general  to  fix  the  pay  of  the  fa  id  geographer,  &c.  and  the 
allowance  that  fhall  be  made  to  the  guides. 

Refolded,  That  the  part  of  the  report  refpedting  a  fupply 
of  cloathing  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
report  lie  for  farther  confideration. 

The  marine  committee  having  represented  that  the  extra- 
vagant prices  now  demanded  for  all  kinds  of  materials  ufed 
in  ihip  building,  and  the  enormous  wages  required  by  tradef- 
men  and  labourers,  render  the  building  of  the  fhips  of  war 
already  ordered  by  Congrefs  not  only  exceffively  expensive, 
but  alfo  difficult  to  be  accomplifhed  at  this  time,  and  that  it 
appears  by  information  lately  received  that  fome  of  the 
frigates  have  beeu  fet  on  the  flecks  in  improper  places  : 
whereupon 

Refofocd,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  building  of  fuch  of  the  continental  fhips  of  war 
already  ordered  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  built,  as  they  fhall 
judge  proper,  and  to  refume  the  building  of  them  again  when 
they  mall  find  it  confiflent  with  the  interefl  of  the  United 
States  fo  to  do. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  marine 
committee,  on  an  application  of  fundry  commanders  in  the 
navy  ;  whereupon 

Refotvfd,  That  the  commanders  of  continental  veffels  of  war 
often  guns  and  upwards  be  allowed  5  1-3  dollars  per  week 
for  fubfiftence  while  in  domeftic  or  foreign  ports  : 

That  commanders  of  veffels  under  ten  guns  be  allowed  4 
dollars  per  week  for  fubfiftence  while  in  domeftic  or  foreign 
ports : 

That  commanders  of  continental  veffels  of  war  often  guns 
and  upwards  be  allowed  whilft  at  fed  22-3  dollars  per  week 
for  cabin  expences : 

That  lieutenants,  furgeons,  captains  of  marines,  and  chap- 
lains, be  allowed  four  dollars  a  week  fubfiftence  in  domeftic 

ports, 
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ports,  during  fuch  time  as  the  fhips  they  refpectively  belong 
to  are  not  in  condition  to  receive  them   on    board  ; 

That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  allow  fuch 
cabin  furniture  for  continental  vefTels  of  war  as  they  fhidl 
judge  proper  : 

That  when  agents  for  the  United  States,  or  any  perfons 
Ln  authority  under  them,  put  paffengers  on  board  any  conti- 
nental veffel  of  war,  they  (hall  lay  in  the  neceffary  ftores  for" 
their  accommodation,  to  prevent  expence  and  inconvenience 
to  the  commanders. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    July  26,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofinga 
copy  of  a  letter  to  general  Howe,  propofing  to  exchange  ma- 
jor general  Prefcot  for  major  general  Lee  ;  and  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter of  the  22d  from  general  Schuyler;  a  letter  of  the  24th 
from  J.  M'Kinley,  efq;  prefident  of  Delaware  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  1  hat  fo  much  of  general  Wafhington's  letter  as 
relates  to  the  calling  out  militia  be  fent  to  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware  : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  to  general  Kowe 
be  publifhed. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  Pro&or,  of  the  artillery, 
was  read  ;  whereupon 

Rejohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  John  Gibfon,  efq; 
for  3096  dollars  in  favour  of  Matthew  M'Guire,  paymafter 
to  colonel  Proctor's  regiment,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regi- 
ment, he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referrred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    July  28,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  one 
of  the  22d  from  William  FrankliH,  in  Litchfield  goal,  Con- 
necticut ;  alfo  another  letter  without  date  from  general  Wafh- 
ington at  the  Crofs  Roads,  16  miles  from  Morriftown  ;  oae 
of  the  17th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  New-  York,  at  King- 
fton,  with  refolutions  paffed  by  the  faid  council ;  and  a  letter 
of  the  27th  from  Monf.  du  Coudray  ;  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  25th  from 
general  Wafhington,  and  that  from  W.  Franklin,  defiring 
leave  to  go  to  New- York  to  vifit  his  wife,  who  is  in  a  de- 
clining ftate  of  health  ;  whereupon 

Refolvtd, 
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Refohed,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  certificate  granted 
by  William  Franklin,  efouire,  whilft  under  a  parole,  to  Ro- 
bert Betts,  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that 
he  be  defired  to  inform  Mr.  W,  Franklin,  that  after  fuch  a 
violation  of  fo  facred  a  tie  as  that  of  honor,  Congrefs  cannot 
think  it  confident  with  the  fafety  of  the  ftates  to  permit  him 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  our  open  enemies 
under  any  re(lri£tion  whatfoever. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
fuch  powder  and  military  ftores  offered  for  fale  in  any  of  thefe 
ftates  as  they  may  judge  neceffary  tor  the  public  fervice. 

R.'fohed,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  and 
directed  to  provide  and  get  ready,  with  all  pofiible  expediti- 
on, ten  fire  fhips,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  commo- 
dore commanding  in  the  river  Delaware. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  lieutenants  of  the  (hips  of  war  now  in  the  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, reported,  "  That  they  have  called  in  before  them 
the  fignersofthe  faid  petition,  who  acknowledged  in  the  moft 
explicit  manner  that  the  offence  fof  which  they  were  difmif- 
fed  is  highly  reprehenfible,  and  could  not  be  juftified  under 
any  circumttances  or  on  any  pretence  whatever,  and  that  they 
were  exceeding  forry  for  the  rafhnefa  which  betrayed  them 
into  fuch  behaviour  :"  whereupon 

Refohed.  That  the  faid  lieutenants  be  reflored  to  their 
former  rank  and  command. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  coun- 
cil of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  call  out  four  thoufand  of 
the  militia,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  called  forth  ;  and  at 
their  fervice  is  immediately  wanted,  that  they  call  forth  fuch 
as  can  be  fooneft  collected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    July  29,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  28th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  the  15th  and  23d  from  J.  Mc 
Kinley,  efquire,  prefident  of  the  ilate    of  Delaware,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  reafons  of  the 
evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and 
into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the  nor- 
thern department  at  the  time  oi  the  evacuation  : 

That 
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That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  digeft  and  report  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  P.  Philips  at  Providence,  was 
tead,  wherein  he  informs  Congrefs  that  his  infirm  fbte  of 
health  obliges  him  to  decline  the  office  of  commiflary  of 
hides  with  which  Congrefs  honored  him  ;   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

Th?  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    July  30,   1777. 
A  petition  from   lieutenant  colonel  Jotham  Loring,   was 
read,  letting  forth  that  in  the  Danbury  expedition,  in  which 
he  was  principally  engaged,  he  had  a  horfe  killed,  and  praying 
that  another  horfe  may  be  granted  to  him  to  make  up  his  lofs: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  gorernor  of  Virginia  having  reprefented,  that  Robert 
Smith  and  Alexander  Telfair,  two  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  audit  ana  fettle  the  accounts  of  Virginia  againli  the  United 
States,  have  declined  afting, 

Refoltyed)  That  Whitmell  Hill  and  Eaton  Haynes,  efquires, 
be  appointed  in  their  room,  and  that  they  and  VVyllie  Jones, 
efquire,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  impowered  to  aft. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commiflioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  the  account  of  William  Finney,  deputy  quarter- 
matter  general,  for  fundries  furnished  for  the  ufe  of  the  quar- 
nulter  general's  department,  amounts  to  1 70,3  3 1  35-90  dol- 
lars :  that  he  has  received  from  B.  Harrifon,  efquire,  deputy 
pay  mailer  general,  £54.543  78-90,  and  tor  fundry  difabled 
horfes,  wooden  tents  and  goods  fold  by  him,  10,277  50-90 
dollars  ;  and  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  him  amounting  to 
5^09  87-90  dollars  .  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  oftrea- 
fury  there  be  allowed  to  him  for  extra  fervices  in  purehafing 
cioathingand  neceffaries,  and  for  iffuing  them  and  difpofiug  of 
fuch  articles  as  were  unfit  for  ufe,  the  fum  of  jooo  dollars, 
making  in  the  whole  6509  87-90  dollars  :   whereupon 

Refofoed,  That  there  be  paid  to  colonel  William  Finney, 
deputy  quarter-mailer  general  for  the  fouthern  department, 
6509  87-90  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  accounts  with 
the  United  States  as  fettled  by  the  commiflioners  at  the  trea- 
sury office,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  the  trea- 
fury,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  authorifed  to  difcharge 
the  faid  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  upon  the  faid  account 
accordingly. 

Vol.  III.  H  la 
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In  confequence  of  an  adjufiment  by  thecommiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  farther  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  Robert  Jewell,  for  fubfilting  prifon- 
ers  in  the  new  jail,  tor  fire  wood,  candles,  &c.  and  for  his  and 
his  two  affittants'  pay  from  the  17th  June  to  the  2  2d  July, 
752  83-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee. on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  Clymer,  efq;  130 
40-90  dollars,  for  his  and  Mr.  Stockton's  cxpences  as  a  com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  to  Ticonderoga  between  the  27th  Septem- 
ber and  20th  November  laft  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lewis  Nicola,  of  the 
battalion  of  invalids,  500  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  batta- 
lion, he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  ca- 
valry 2  2-3  dollars  for  their  trouble  and  expence  in  recruiting 
every  non-commiiiioned  officer  and  private,  and  purchaling 
each  horfe. 

ibefoivedi  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  managers  of  the 
lottery  for  45000  dollars  in  favour  or  the  auditor  general,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  paid  to  Lewis  Cafimir  de  Holtzen- 
dorf,  retained  by  Mr.  Deane  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
fsrvice  of  the  United  States,  for  eight  months  pay  and  rations, 
commencing  the  20th  November  and  ending  the  20th  July, 
deducting  900  livres  which  Mr.  Deane  advanced  him,  439 
40-90  dollars. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel 
Holtzendorf  the  further  furn  of  120  dollars,  for  two  months 
pay,  commencing  the  20th  inttant. 

The  maiine  committee,  to  whom  a  petition  from  Mary 
Giddens  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read; 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  furn  of  200  dollars  be  paid  to  Mary 
Giddens,  widow  of  John  Giddens,  a  petty  officer,  killed  on 
board  the  Alfred  in  the  engagement  with  the  Glafgow  man 
of  war,  file  being  entitled  to  this  fum  out  of  the  prize  money 
taken  by  the  fquadton  during  commodore  Hopkins  s  cruize  ; 
the  cannon  and  military  (lores  applied  to  continental  ufe  being 
put  cf  the  faid  prize  goods,  of  which  no  valuation  has  been 
obtained. 

Whereas  the  Rates  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  Dela- 
ware 
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ware  are  in  danger  of  an  immerliate  invafion  from  the  enemy's 
army,  a  powerful  fleet  being  daily  expected  within  the  capes 
dr'Delaware,  and  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  fup 00 fe  that 
the  enemy  will  endeavour  to  fecure  without  delay  ail  the  cattle, 
Horfes  and  teams  which  are  expofed  to  the  water,  ;n  order  to 
fubfift  their  army  and  facilitate  their  military  operations  ;  and 
whereas  the  preventing  of  this  meafure  is  not  only  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  general  weal,  but  will  ultimately  tend  to  fecure 
the  property  of  the  good  peopie  ofthefe  Hates  from  cruel  rava- 
ges : 

Refafoea,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers 
of  the  itatcs  of  Pennfj  Ivania,  New-Jerfey  and  .Delaware,  to 
caufe  the  horfes,  waggons  carts  cattle,  and  other  live  Mock 
contign  >us  to  the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  to  be  removed  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  whenever  the  arrivs.1  of  the 
ene,oy't>  forces  at  the  capes  fhall  announce  the  neceffity  and  pro- 
pi  ••  ty  of  firch  a  meafure. 

Refofoed,  That  all  continental  officers  and  officers  of  militia 
in  continental  pay  in  the  faid  flates  do  afford  the  faid  execu- 
tive oowers  fueh  aid  and  aihilance  in  performing  this  fervice 
as  they  may  require. 

A  memorial  from  Bryan  Leferty  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  memorial  as  relates  to 
an  extenfion  of  the  limits  in  his  parole  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  and  that  the  remainder  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which* 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  colonel  Mofes  Hazen,  1497 
57-90  dollars,  for  the  pay  of  the  field  officers  and  four  com- 
panies, of  which  his  battalion  then  confifted,  from  the  18th. 
of  June  to  the  I  ft  of  November  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Guion,  efq;  paymafter  to  the 
9th  battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed  in  North- Carolina, 
on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  faid  battalion,  2500  dollars,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  cccountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Laac  Guion,  agent  for  John  Spicer, 
paymafter  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed 
in  North  Carolina,  on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  faid  battalion, 
3500  dollars,  for  which  the  laid  paymafter  is, to  be  account- 
able : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Guion,  agent  for  James  Spicer, 

paymafter  of  the  5th  battalion  of  continental  troops  railed  in 

L  1  2  North 
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North  Carolina,  on  account  of  pay  for  that  battalion,  5000 
dollars,  the  laid  paymafter  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Richard  Bradley,  paymafter  to  the 
I  ft  battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed  in  North  Carolina, 
commanded  by  colonel  Thomas  Clarke,  for  one  month's  pay 
of  the  faid  battalion,  2000  dollars,  the  laid  paymafter  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  continental  treafurer  at 
Baltimore  in  favor  of  Stephen  Stewart,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fecret  committee,  10,666  2-3  dollars,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  fecret  committee  : 

That  4.0,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Cornelius  Sheers,  deputy 
commiffary  oi  military  Mores,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged 
to  colonel  B.  Flower,  the  coromifiary  general  of  military 
itores. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
Hate  of  Georgia,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration. 

Refolvedy  That  major  general  St.  Clair,  who  commanded 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  be  and  he  is  here- 
by directed  forthwith  to  repair  to  head  quarters,. 

The  feverai  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,    jfuly  31,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Coryell's 
ferry  ;  one  of  the  30th  from  brigadier  Casfar  Rodney  at 
X>over,  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  H.  Fifher  at  Lewif- 
town,  informing  that  the  enemy's  fleet  appeared  in  the  ofling 
about  four  leagues  from  the  light  houfe  ;  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executiye  coun- 
cil of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  forthwith  to  make  prifoners 
fuch  of  the  late  crown  and  proprietary  officers  and  other 
perfons  in  and  near  this  city  as  are  difaffe&ed  or  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  liberty,  and  fend  them  back  into  the 
country,  there  to  be  confined  or  enlarged  upon  parole  as  their 
characters  and  behaviour  may  require  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  executive  council 
to  remove  under  guard  all  the  ftate  prifoners  in  the  goal 
of  this  city  to  fome  fafe   place  back  into  the  country,  and 

that 
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that  they  caufe  the  guards  to  be  doubled  until  the  prisoners 
can  be  removed  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  executive  council  im- 
mediately to  order  two  companies  of  militia  to  ftrehgtoen 
the  guird  over  the  prifoners  at  Lancafter,  and  alfo  tv\o  com- 
panies of  militia  to  guard  the  prifoners  at  Yorktovvn. 

Ordered,  That  1  co,ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fupreme 
executive  council  of  the  itate  of  Pennfylvanja  for  public  fer- 
vice,  the  laid  itate  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  the  militia  of  the  fiates  of  New  Jerfey, 
Pennfylyania.  Delaware  and  Maryland  be  immediately  called 
forth  to  repel  any  invafion  of  the  enemy  in  the  faid  itates 

Ordered,  That  80,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  continen- 
tal navy  board  in  Pennfylvania  for  public  fervice,  the  laid 
board  to  be  accountable. 

Refdved,  That  the  continental  navy  board  be  impowered 
and  directed  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  judge  necefiary 
and  expedient  for  fecuring  the  continental  veffels,  that  can- 
not be  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  river,  and  alfo  for 
fecuring  the  continental  property  afloat  in  the.  river. 

Whereas  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  pflus  g.eat  zeal 
to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States  are  en- 
gaged, has  left  his  family  and  connections,  and  at  his  own 
expence  come  over  to  ofFer  his  fervice  to  the  United  States 
without  penfion  or  particular  allowance,  and  is  anxious  to 
rifque  his  lifs  in  our  caufe  : 

Refohed,  That  his  fervice  be  accepted,  and  that  in  consi- 
deration of  his  zeal,  illuftrious  family  and  connections,  he 
have  the  rank  and  commiffion  of  major  general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  S.  Moylan  ;  one  of  the 
25th  from  general  Washington,  introducing  Monf.  d'Avoux 
to  the  notice  of  Congrefs ;  one  of  the  8th  from  governor 
Henry  of  Virginia  ;  one  cf  the  27th  from  colonel  Gibfon  at 
Alexandria  ;  one  of  the  28th  from  J,  M'Kinly,  president  cf 
Delaware;  and  a  letter  and  memorial  from  doctor  Morgan, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  prefident  M'Kfnly,  briga- 
dier Rodney,  governor  Henry,  and  colonel  Gibfcn,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war;  that  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  with   the  papers   inclofed,  be  referred  to  the 

committee 
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committee   on    foreign   applications  ,  and   the,   memorial  of 
doctor  Morgan  to  the  medical  committee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  board 
©F  war  of  the  24th ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  autho- 
rities of  the  United  States  to  divide  their  refpe&ive  Mates 
into  diltricls,  and  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  in  each  diftricx 
to  recruit  men  to  fill  up  the  regiments  raifed  in  fuch  ftate  ; 
that  they  take  good  fecurity  of  the  perfon  fo  appointed  for 
the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty  and  rendering  jiift  accounts 
of  all  public  monies  that  (hall  come  to  his  hands  ;  and  that 
they  allow  for  each  able  bodied  recruit  fo  raifed,  who  fhall 
inlift  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  the  fum  of  eight  dol- 
lars, in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expence  ;  that,  where  no 
provifien  for  fecuring  deferters  has  already  been  made  by  the 
laws  of  the  ftate,  they  give  to  each  perfon  fo  appointed  full 
power  to  take  up  and  fecure  all  deferters  that  fhall  come  with- 
in their  refpe&ive  difhifts,  and  where  force  is  neceffary  for 
this  purpofe,  that  they  direct  the  officers  of  the  militia  to 
give  fuch  affi'lanee  as  fhall  be  required  ;  that  they  allow  him 
the  fum  of  five  dollars  for  every  deferter  fo  taken  up  and  fe- 
cured,  in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expence  therein;  and  for 
the  encouragement  of  men  to  enter  the  fervice,  they  fhall 
have  liberty  at  the  time  of  their  enliftment  to  make  choice 
of  the  regiment,  troop  or  company  in  which  they  will  ferve, 
provided  fuch  regiment,  troop  or  company  is  not  full  ;  if 
it  is,  they  may  chufe  any  other  regiment,  troop  or  company 
which  is  not  full,  which  fhall  be  entered  againll  their  names 
an  1  returned  to  the  'officer  appointed  to  receive  fuch  recruits, 
who  fhallv  at  the  time  they  are  fent  to  join  their  corps,  tranf- 
mit  the  fame  to  the  general  or  commanding  officer. 

RefolveJ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  to  appoint  convenient  places 
of  rendezvous  in  their  refpedtive  dates  for  receiving  recruits 
and  deferters,  and  that  they  trnnfmit  to  general  Washington, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  poffible,  the  names  of  fuch  pla- 
ces of  rendezvous,  in  order  that  proper  officers  may  be  fent 
to  receive  recruits  and  deferters. 

RefolveJ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order 
all  continental  officers  now  abfent  from  their  corps  forth- 
with to  join    the.n,  except  only    fuch  as  the   general   fhall 

think 
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think  neceffary  to  receive  recruits  and  march  them  to  the 
army. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  firfl  articles  in  the  requifition  oF 
Monf.  clu  Coudray  of  the  27thin(lant  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    -Augnjl  t,  1777. 

A  letter  of  31ft  July  from  general  Washington  at  Co« 
ry ell's  ferry  ;  one  of  the  8th  April  from  S-  Deane  recom- 
mending the  vifcompte  Mouroy  ;  one  of  the  30th  July  from 
brigadier  J.  Dagworthy ;  and  a  memorial  from  colonel  Ha- 
zen  ;  were  read. 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  letters  that  have  paffed  between  the  committee  of 
fecret  correfpond<;nce  and  Mr.  Deane,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congrefs,  and  that  the  committee  meet  at  the  office  of  the 
committee  for  foreign  affairs: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilfcn,  and 
Mr.  Laurens. 

A  letter  from  the  baron  de  Kalb  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  affairs  in  the  Nor- 
thern department;   whereupon 

Refoived,  That  major  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  re- 
pair to  head  quarters  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  fuch  general 
officer  as  he  fhall  think  proper  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
Northern  department,  to  relieve  major  general  Schuyler  in 
his  command  there  : 

That  brigadiers  general  Poor,  Patterfon,  and  de  Roch'e 
Fermoy  be  directed  to  repair  to  head  quarters. 

Refoived,  That  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to  digeflb 
and  repoit  the  mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  rea- 
fons  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independ- 
ence, and  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  were  in  the 
Northern  department  at  the  time  of  the. evacuation,  confift 
of  five  : 

The  numbers  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Dyer,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Folfom. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  cf  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Itate  of  Georgia ;  whereupon 

Refoived, 
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Refohed,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  immediately 
ftruck  and  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  tiea- 
fury,  for  the  purpofe  of  redeeming  the  ee'tincates  and  bills 
of  credit  iiTued  by  the  ftate  of  Georgia  for  the  ufe  of  tire 
United  States,  and  for  fupporting  the  continental  forces  in 
that  (late  j  that  i(oo,GOO  of  the  laid  dollars  be  fent  tb  the 
goTerntnent  of  the  faid  ftate,  for  finking  or  redeeming  the 
laid  certificates  or  bills  of  credit :  that  a  deputy  payraalter 
general  be  appointed  iuthe  laid  ftate  of  Georgia,  and  the  re- 
rtfcurniftg  600,000  dollars  fent  to  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental forces. 

That  the  quarterrnafter  general  be  directed  to  appoint  a 
deputy  quarterrnafter  general  in  the  faid  ftate,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  ufe  his  utmoit  endeavours  to  procure  tents  and 
other  effentiai  articles  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  there  without 
-delay.  \ 

That  the  cloth ''er  general  be  directed  to  appoint  an  agent 
in  the  fatd  ftate,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  troops 
there  with  cloaths:  that  the  committee  of  commerce  be  di- 
lected  to  order  a  fjpply  of  cloathing  and  other  neceifary  ar- 
ticles for  the  ufe  of  the  troop-  in  the  laid  ftate  : 

That  a  deputy  commiffary  general  of  purohafes  and  a  de- 
puty commiflary  general  of  iffu^s  of  provifions  be  appointed 
in  the  faid  ftate  : 

That  brigadier  general  Howe  be  directed  to  fend  a  general 
officer  to  relieve  brigadier  general  Me  Intofhin  his  command 
in  Georgia,  and  that  he  affign  feme  other  command  to  briga- 
dier general  Mc  Intofh. 

Thut  the  commanding  officer  in  the  faid  ftate  for  the  time 
being  be  directed,  as  be  ihall  think  it  proper,  to  eftablilh  a 
poft  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  faid  ftate  at  the  molt  conve- 
nient and  healthy  fituation  : 

That  three  perfons  ia  the  ftate  of  South -Carolina  be  ap- 
pointed to  audit  and  fettle  the  public  accounts  in  Georgia, 
arid  that  the  auditor  general  be  directed  to  acquaint  them 
■with  the  inetho.1  adopted  for  fettling  public  accounts: 

Ordered,  1  hat  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  nominating*  arid 
Monday  next  for  appointing  the  officers  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 

The  ftveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pcflponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday,  Au«ujl  2,  1777. 

A  letter  of  this  d^y  from  Charles  Stewart  and  W.  Bu- 
ahannan  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  Ifaac  Jones,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
the  owners,  marines  and  mariners  of  the  private  floop  of  war 
called  the  Retaliation,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Jofeph  Trumbull  at  Philadelphia 
was  read,  defiring  that  he  may  have  leave  to  refign  his  com- 
million  of  commitfary  general,  and  informing  Congrefs  that 
he  cannot  confider  himfelf  as  obliged  to  hold  the  office  he 
now  acls^in  longer  than  the  2Cth  day  of  this  month. 

Re/shed,  That  all  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  and  all  quefr? 
tions  agitated  and  determined  by  Congrefs,  be  entered  on 
the  journal,  and  that  the  yea  or  nay  of  each  member,  if  re- 
quired by  any  Hate,  be  taken  on  every  queflion  as  flatcd  and 
determined  by  the  houfe. 

Refohed,  That  Monday  next  be  aligned  for  appointing 
officers  in  the  commiiTary's*  department. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confi- 
der  the  itate  of  affairs  in  the  Northern  department  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  WHfon,  Mr.  J, 
Adams,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr,  Law. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  general  Waih- 
xngton  and  report  as  foon  as  poffible. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  J.  Mc  Kinley,  prefident  of  Dela- 
ware, was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board   of  war. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  ioc,ooo  dollars  be  drawn  on 
John  Lawrence,  efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in 
the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  .in  favor  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq; 
for  the  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  of  July  from  governor  Trumbull  of 
Connefticut  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Nor- 
thern department. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs 
fundry  letters,  which  were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vot.  III.  Mm  Sunday, 
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Sunday,  -dugujt  3,  1777* 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  July,  from  general  Schuyler  at 
Mofes  Creek,  four  miles  below  fort  Edward  ;  one  of  the  27th 
of  the  fame  month  from  major  general  Arthur  St.  Clair,  at 
the  fame  place  ;  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  Northern  department 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conhderation  j 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order 
the  general  whom  he  mail  judge  proper  to  relieve  general 
Schuyler  in  his  command,  to  repair  with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion to  the  Northern  department,  giving  him  directions  what 
numbers  of  the  militia  to  call  forth  from  the  Hates  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania  : 

That  notice  be  immediately  fent  to  the  executive  powers 
of  the  faid  ftates,  and  that  they  be  earneftly  requefted  to  get 
the  militia  in  thofe  parts  of  their  refpective  ftates  moft  conti- 
guous to  the  Northern  department,  ready  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  and  to  fend  with  all  poffible  expedition  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  the  general  commanding  in  the  Northern 
department  {hall  require,  to  ferve  till  the  15th  of  November, 
if  not  fooner  relieved  by  continental  troops,  or  difmiffed  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  department,  and  be  intitled 
to  continental  pay  and  rations  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  Northern  department 
have  difcretionary  power  to  make  requifitions  on  the  ftates 
aforefaid  from  time  to  time  for  fuch  additional  numbers  of 
the  militia,  to  ferve  in  that  department,  as  he  fhall  judge  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  public  fervice. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  general  Wa- 
fhington is  of  opinion  that  the  immediate  recal  of  all  the  bri- 
gadiers from  the  Northern  department  may  be  productive  of 
inconvenience  to  the  public  fervice  : 

Refolved,  That  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  firft  day  of 
this  month,  refpecting  the  faid  brigadiers,  be  fufpended  un- 
til general  Waftiington  lhall  judge  it  may  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect with  fafety. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane 
to  lord  Stormont,  and  the  depofitions  therein  referred  to, 
■which  were  among  the  papers  read  yefl^rday,  be  published  : 

That  the  committee   for  foreign  affairs  extract  and  lay 

before 
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before  Congrefs,  to-morrow,  fuch  other   parts   of  the  faid 
letters  and  papers  as  they  judge  proper  for  publication. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Monday,     Augujl  4,  1 777- 
A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Washington  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confideration  at  one  o  clocks 
A  letter  of  the  23d  of  July  from  William   Sever,  efquire, 
prefident  of  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  with  a  lilt  of 
the  troops  raifed    by  that  (late  ;  one  of  the   26th  of  July 
from  Elifha  Avery,  in  which  he  begs  leave  to  decline  accept- 
ing the  office  of  deputy   commifTary  general  of  iffues  ;    one 
of  this  day  from  R.  Cache  ;  a  memoire  from  Monf.  du  Ceu- 
dray  ;  a  memorial  from  Chriftopher   Ludwig  ;  and  a  letter 
of  the  25th  of  July  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy  ;  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  letter  from  the  council  of 
MafTachufetts-  Bay  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury  and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war  ; 
that  the  letter  from  Mr,  Bache  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury ;  that  the  memoire  from  Monf.  du  Coudray,  the 
memorial  from  Chriftopher  Ludwig,  and  the  letter  from  bri- 
gadier de  Roche  Fermoy,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  the  number  of  mufquets  and  field  pie- 
ces, and  the  quantity  of  foldiers  cloathing  imported  or  ma- 
nufactured or  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  the  time 
of  importation  and  the  place,  and  the  perfons  to  whom  deli- 
vered, together  with  the  number  of  arms  in  the  feveral  ma- 
gazines under  the  care  of  the  board  of  war,  the  number  in 
the  (lores  of  the  commifTary  general  of  military  (lores  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  continental  troops,  and  what  number  has 
been  loft  or  condemned,  and  that  the  committee  have  power 
to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr. 
Vandyke. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Daniel  Bucklin 
and  the  memorial  of  Ifaac  Jones  were  referred,  brought  in 
a.  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

M  m  2  Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  Jofeph  White,  commander  of  the  privateer 
Revenge,  appear  before  the  committee  of  appeals  within  forty- 
days  after  a  copy  of  the  petition  of  Daniel  Bucklin  and  of 
this  refolution  is  ferved  on  the  faid  Jofeph  White,  the  agent, 
or  one  of  the  owners  of  the  faid  privateer,  to  fhew  caufe  why 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  fnould  not  be  granted. 

Refolved,  That  William  Dennis,  commander  of  the  pri- 
vateer ilocp  called  the  America,  appear  before  the  committee 
of  appeals  within  forty  days  after  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of 
Ifaac  Jones  and  of  this  refolution  is  ferved  upon  him  the  faid 
William  Dennis,  the  agent,  or  One  of  the  owners  of  the  faid 
privateer,  to  fhew  caufe  why  the  prayer  of  the  faid  memorial 
ihould  not  be  granted. 

A  motion  was  made,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
revife  the  regulations  of  the  commiffary's  departm.  .it,  fo  far 
as  rejpecls  the  appointment  of  officers ;  that  they  confer  with 
general  Wafhington  on  the  fubject,  and  report  fuch  altera- 
tions as  they  may  judge  neceffary." 

A  mo  ion  was  made  for  poftpening  the  confederation 
thereof; 

Palled  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  mov^^d  to  amend  the  motion  by  ftriking  out 
"  the  appointment  of  officers,"  and  inferting  «'  the  falaries  to 
be  given  and  the  oaths  to  be  taken  by  perfons  employed  in 
the  iffuing  department :"     Palled  in  the  negative. 

It  Was  then  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  £o  far  as  re- 
fpects  the  appointment  of  officers ;" 
Paffed  in.  the  negative. 

The  queiiion  being  put  on  the  original  motion, 
Paffed  in  the  negative. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confederation  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  wherein  he  wifhes  to  be  excufed  from  making 
the  appointment  of  an  oJicer  to  command  the  northern  army  ; 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  ele&ion-— 
The  ballots  being  taken, 

Major  general  Gates  was  elected  by  the  vote  of  ekvea 
States. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  of  this 
appointment,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  order  general  Gates 
to  repair  with  all  poffible  expedition  to  the  northern  depart, 
ttient  to  relieve  major  general  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  the   remainder  of  the  letter  from  general 

Washington 
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Washington  be  referred  to  the  committee  on   the  Northern 
department. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    Augujl  5,  1777. 
In  confequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commiflioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  major  William  Weft,  for  his  pay 
and  rat'ons  as  a  captain  in  the  3d  Pennfylvania  regiment, 
from  id  September  to  25th  October  1776,  and  for  his 
pay  and  rations  as  major  from  25th  October  1776,  to  13th 
July  1777,  540  56-<yodolIais: 

To  Cornelius  Robinfon,  for  his  fervices  as  an  exprefs 
from  brigadier  Dagworthy  to  this  place,  and  for  the  hire  of 
horfes  prefled  on  the  road  and  his  expences,  34  30-90 
dollars  : 

To  William  Hurrie,  for  his  attendance  as  door-keeper  to 
Congrefs,  for  caudles,  &c.  which  he  bought  between  lit  May 
and  31ft  July,  and  for  9  days  attendance,  omitted  in  his  lait 
account,  90  72-90  dollars  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  20CO  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  CheeSbo- 
rough,  payroafter  of  the  6th  regiment  of  North- Carolina 
continental  troops,  for  the  pay  of  the  faid  regiment,  the  faid 
paymaster  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  allowance  be  made  to  Bryan  Lef- 
ferty,  one  of  the  hoftages  from  Tryon  county  for  the  good 
behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county,  as  is  ordered 
by  Congrefs  to  be  made  to  the  Mae  Donalds,  and  that  257 
30-90  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Lefferty  accordingly,  in  full  for 
his  fubfiitence  to  the  lit  inftant  inclufive. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  monf.  du  Coudray,  for 
the  ufc  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who  came  over  with  him 
to  America — 1 

Captain  Rogers  and  captain  Fleury,  each  200  dollars  : 

Captain  Le  Brun,  captain  Vareigne,  and  captain  Toufard, 
each  250  dollars; 

Captain  Loyaute  and  captain  Pierre,  each  200  dollars  : 

Lieutenant  Le  Blanc  250  dollars,  and  lieutenant  Matthio 
150  dollars : 

Lieutenant  Rivau  and  lieutenant  Fonfrede,  each  250  dol- 
l»r* :  Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  Ganot  150  dollars,  and  lieutenant  Matigni, 
250  dollars  : 

Lieutenant  Coyete,  lieutenant  Parity,  lieutenant  Begard, 
each   1    o  dollars : 

Lieutenant  Pommereul  and  lieutenant  Bofhard,  each  150 
dollars  : 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to  3600  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  account  of  monf.  du  Coudray,  being  advanced  on  his  ap- 
plication. 

Refolded,  That  a  commifTary  of  hides  be  appointed  in  the 
room  of  Peter  Philips,  efq;  who  declines  acting  : 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Ewing  was  elected. 

Refohed,  That  Ihurfday  next  be  affigned  to  take  into 
coniideration  the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  court  of  appeals. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  com- 
mifiary's  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Buchanan,  efq;  was  ekcted  commifTary  general  of 
purchafes. 

Refohed,  That  the  election  of  other  officers  be  poftponed 
till  to  morrow. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  letter  from  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane, 
efqrs;  to  lord  Stormont,  and  the  depofitions  therein  referred 
to  and  to  report  thereon  : 

The  members  cliofeji,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Chafe,  and 
Mr.  Duer. 

A  depofition  of  John  Barret,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  armed 
brio-  Raleigh,  late  commanded  hv  Edward  Travis,  efq;  fitted 
out  by  and  belonging  to  ftate  of  Virginia,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  re- 
port,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  chevalier  de  Failly  have  the  rank  and 
piv  of  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  returned  from  camp  brought  in  a  report, 
which    .'  ns  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  conficleration  the  report  of  the  board 
©f  war  of  the  25th  July  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  captain  Dorfey's  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee   on   the  northern   department,   to   whom 

general 
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general  Wafhington's  letter  was  referred,  brought  in  a 
report,    which   was   taken    into    confederation  ;    whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  Northern 
department  be  directed  to  apply  to  tiie  executive  power* 
of  the  refpe&ive  Hates  of  New  Hampftwe,  Maflachiifetts- 
Bay,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  and  Penufyl- 
vania,  for  fuch  a  number  of  their  refpective  militia  as  he  ihall 
judge  fufHcient  to  reinforce  the  army  under  his  command  : 

That  Inch  militia  be  intitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations, 
and  be  continued  in  fervice  until  the  lait  day  of-Newembet 
next,  unlcfs  fooner  relieved  by  continental  troops  or  d'.lchar- 
ged;  and  that  it  be  earneftiy  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  faid  dates  to  exert  their  port  vigorous  efforts 
in  complying  with  the  requisition  of  the  faid  commanding 
officer  without  delay,  that  a  fpeedy  and  effectual  Hop  may 
be  put  to  the  progreis  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,  dugnji  6,    1777. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Waihingtou  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  continental  navy  board  was  read  ,  where- 
upon 

Refolded-,  That  John  Rodeg  be  appointed  a  fecond  lieute- 
nant in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  major  general  Gates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and 
authority  to  him  given  and  granted  by  Congrefs,  did,  on  the 
firft  of  May  laft,  grant  to  Louis  Jean  Baptiil  Chamb&ron 
d'Antignac,  the  commifiion  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  : 

Refolded.  That  a  continental  commifiion  be  granted  to  him 
the  faid  Louis  Jean  Baptiit  Chambaron  d'Antignac,  in  lieu 
of  the  warrant  given  to  him  by  major  general  Gates. 

A  memorial  from  monf.  du  Coudr'ay  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difmiffed 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  Henrich  Klean  was  read  : 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  John  M  Coomb  of  Princeton  be  author ifed 
to  act  as  quartcrmalter  at  that  place  for  fuch  detachments  of 
the  army  as  may  be  pafiing  that  way,  until  the  quartermailer 
general  fhall  give  further  directions  on  thi  fubject ;  and  that 
he  take  care  that  nj  damage  lie  done  to  the  college  at  that 
place.  Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  major  general  Gates  inform  thofe  ftates  to 
■whom  he  fhall  apply  for  militia,  that  Congrefs  think  it  irn  pru- 
dent to  adhere  to  iettled  quotas  which  ought  to  be  called  forth 
from  each  particular  ftate. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  commif- 
fary  general  of  purchafes,  a  deputy  com  mi  {Tar  y  general  of  if- 
fues,  and  a  deputy  pay  mafter  general  of  Georgia  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  James  Roe,  efquire,  be  com  miliary  general 
of  purchafes  ;  John  Bohun  Garardeau,  deputy  commiffary  ge- 
neral of  hTues  ;  and  Jofeph  Clay,  deputy  psymaller  general  in 
Georgia* 

Refolved,  That  general  R  Howe  be.  directed  to  order  briga- 
dier MTntofh  to  repair  with  all  expedition  to  head  quarters, 
where  his  fervtce  is  neceffary. 

Refohed,  That  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to 
the  officers  and  men  en  board  every  fire  fhip  in  the  river  De- 
laware, and  to  the  officer  and  crew  of  any  chain  of  fire  rafts 
which  fhall  actually  fet  on  fire  and  deftroy  any  one  of  the  ene- 
my's mips  of  war  of  twenty  guns  and  upwards;  and  three 
thoufand  dollars  for  every  (hip  or  veffel  of  war  under  twenty 
guns,  and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  every  tranfport ;  the 
proof  of  the  execution  done  to  be  certified  by  the  commodore 
or  commanding  officer,  or  by  the  oath  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
as  may  have  been  witnefs  to  tlie  fact. 

Refolved,  That  the  rewards  aforefaid  fhall  be  divded  in  the 
following  proportions  ;  one  fourth  to  the  captain  or  comman- 
der, one  feventh  to  the  lieutenant,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
crew,  to  be  equally  divided  among  them. 

A  petition  from  John  Green  and  Peter  Knight  w^s  read, 
praying  that  they  may  have  leave  to  enter  an  appeal  againft  a 
fentence  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  flate  of  Georgia  on  the 
20th  day  of  December  laft,  on  the  libel  John  White,  &c.  v. 
the  (loop  Folly  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  commif- 
fary's  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Epbraim  Blaine,  efquire,  was  elected  deputy  commifTary 
general  of  purchafes,  in  the  room  of  iVJr.  Buchanan  : 

Archibald  Stewart,  efquire,  deputy  commifTary  general  of 
iffues,  in  thercrm  of  Mr.  Hoops,  who  has  refigned  : 

James  Blicker,  efquire,  deputy  commifTary  of  ifTucs, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Avery  r-.-figned. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafe  Mr.  Blicker  decline  the  office  the 
commanding  officer  in  the  Northern  department  be  authorifed 
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to  appoint  another  perfon  in  his  Head,  and  inform   Congrefs 
thereof. 

Refolverf,  That  another  deputy  commiflary  general  of  iffues 
be  appointed  for  the  Eaftern  department :  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Samuel  Gray,  efqtiire,  was   eledled. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  commifiary 
general  of  purchafes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wadi  worth,  be  polt- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon 

0 -tiered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Palfrey,  efq; 
paymafter  general,  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Richard  Bache,  efquire,  poft- 
mafter  general,  2000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war  for 
300,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Jonachan  Trumbull,  efq; 
deputy  paymafter  general  in  the  Northern  department,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  department,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  from  the  prefidenton  the  commiffion- 
erof  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  fa- 
vor of  William  Severs,  efquire,  prefident  of  the  council  of 
the  faid  flat?,  for  30,000  dollars,  for  building  a  magazine,  la- 
boratory and  barracks  in  that  ftate,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Congrefs,  for  which  the  faid  council  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Richard  Bradley,  efquire  paymafter 
of  the  3d  battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed  in  North  Ca- 
rolina,  3500  dollars,  he   to  be  accountable : 

That  there  be  paid  to  John  Taylor,  paymafter  of  the  8th 
battalion  of  continental  troops  raifed  in  North-Carolina,  1000 
dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ; 

That  there  be  advanced  to  dodtor  William  Shippen,  direc- 
tor general  of  the  hofpital,  50,000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the 
hofpital,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  de  Failly  100  dol- 
lars, for  two  months  pay,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  prefident  iffue  a  warrant  on  the  commiflioner  of 
the  continental  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode  Ifland,  in 
favor  of  Daniel  Tillinghaft,  efquire,  for  10,059  4-90  dollars 
in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Abraham  Livingfton  and  Wil- 
liam Turnbull,  agent  for  James  Meafe,  efquire,  clothier  ge- 
neral, on  Robert  Morris,  efq;  chairman  of  the  fecret  com-  ' 
mittee,  and  tendered  for  payment  to  Congrefs,  dated  Bofton, 
June  10th,  1777  ;  the  clothier  general  to  be  accountable  : 

Vol.  III.  N  *  That 
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That  the  prefident  iffue  a  warrant  on  the  commiffioner  of 
the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favor  of  Jamea 
Meafe,  efquire,  clothier  general,  for  50,000  dollars  for  the 
ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  farther  report,  "  that  they  have  conferred 
with  the  managers  of  the  ftates  lottery,  and  find  that  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  tickets  remain  unfold  in  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
nagers as  well  as  their  agents  in  the  feveral  ftates  ;  that  from 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  lottery  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  ene- 
my's intentions,  the  committee  recommend  the  drawing  to  be 
poftponed  till  the  6th  day  of  November  next,  and  that  a  fur- 
ther quantity  of  tickets  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  ftates  ;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  their  refpe&ive  executive  powers  to 
give  all  the  affiftance  they  can  to  expedite  the  fales  thereof:" 
Refolded,  That  Congrefs  agree  with  the  committee,  and 
that  the  board  of  trealury  take  meafures  accordingly. 

Re/ohed,  That  the  commifiary  general  of  mufters  be  here- 
after allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  colonel  ;  that  the  pay 
of  his  deputy  commifTariesbe  encreafed  to  60  dollars  a  month, 
and  that  of  the  mufter  matters  to  45  dollars  per  month. 

Re/ohed,  That  the  feveral  muftermafters  be  directed  to 
omit  making  returns  to  the  paymafter  and  deputy  paymaftera 
general. 

On  motion  it  was  refolved  as  follows  : 
"Whereas  Jpfeph  Trumbull,  efquire,  having  refigned  his 
fommiffion  of  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  under  the  new 
regulations,  has  fignified  his  intentions  of  difcontinuing  his 
fervice  under  the  former  eftablifhment  en  the  20th  day  of  the 
prefent  month  ;  and  whereas  the  commiffaries  general  of  pur- 
chafes and  iffues,  who  are  to  fucceed  him  in  office,  may 
not  be  prepared  with  their  refpe&ive  affiftants  to  proceed  in 
the  bufmefs  at  the  time  aforefaid,  and  a  failure  of  fupplies 
may  be  attended  with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  : 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  with  the  officers  under  him, 
be  defired  to  continue  in  the  bufmefs  of  fupplying  the  army 
under  the  former  eftabliftiment,  until  the  eommiffaries  general 
of  purchafes  and  iffues  (hall  fignify  their  readinefs  to  proceed 
therein  under  the  new  regulations,  which  they  are  required 
to  do  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  : 

It  was  then  moved,  "  that  general  Wafhington  be  autho- 
rifed,  during  the  prefent  campaign,  to  remove  fuch  officers 
and  make  fuch  appointme  nts  in  the  commiffary's  department, 
as  he  (hall  judge  neceffary,  reporting  their  names  to  Congrefs  ; 
and  if  in  carrying  into  execution  the  refolutions  aforefaid  any 

alterations 
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alterations  fhall  appear  to  him  effential  to  the  fervice,  he  is  fur- 
ther authorifed  to  propofe  the  fame  to  Congrefs  ;"  and  oa 
the  queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  hursday,    -Augujl  7,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  WauSington  was  read, 
inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  I  ft  from  general  Schuyler, 
at  Saratoga,    and  fund  ry  other  papers: 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  fent  to  major  general 
Gates. 

Refolvedy  That  major  general  Prefcot  be  retained  as  a 
pledge  for  the  good  treatment  and  releafe  of  major  general 
Lee,  and  that  he  be  treated  as  nearly  as  circumftances  will 
admit  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  enemy  (hall  treat  the  officer 
laft  mentioned. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  authorized  to  ne- 
gociate  the  exchange  of  prifoners  with  the  enemy  in  fuch 
manner  and  on  fuch  terms  as  he  fhall  judge  expedient,  not? 
withftaoding  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  refpedting  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Campbell  and  the  five  Heffian  field  offi- 
cers. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  commifTaries  general 
of  iffues  be  encreafed  to  100  dollars  a  month,  and  the  pay  of 
the  clerks  to  the  commifTaries  general  to  50  dollars  a  month. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referrred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augujl  8,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  governor  Johnfon  at  Annapolis, 
inclofing  a  letter  from  Darby  Lux,  was  read ;  whereupon 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

It  having  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  Darby  Lux, 
Anion  Butler,  Nicholas  Haite,  Thomas  James,  and  Natha- 
niel Owings,  of  Baltimore  county  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
gentlemen,  have  in  company  undertaken  to  open  a  lead  mine 
and  to  erect  works  for  fmelting  the  ore,  and  that  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  neighbourhood  have  refufed  to  permit  them  to 
proceed  in  the  profecution  of  their  defign,  without  creden- 
tials from  Congrefs  that  they  are  friends  to  the  United  States  ; 
and  it  appearing  to  Congrefs  by  the  reprefentation  of  the  go- 
N  n  2  vernor 
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vcrnor  and  delegates  of  Maryland,  that   the  faid  gentlemen 
are  faithful  friends  to  the  American  caufe. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  lead  mine  aforefaid  to  permit  the 
fame  to  be  worked  by  the  above  gentlemen,  and  to  give  them 
every  encouragement  in  the  profecution  of  a  work  of  fuch 
public  utility,  and  from  which  a  fupply  of  lead  may  be  drawn 
for  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  the  petition  of 
James  Le  Mai  re  was  referred,  report  "  that  they  enquired 
into  the  merits  of  his  claim  on  the  United  States,  and  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  faid  James  le  Maire  and  his  (loop  the 
Mary  were  in  the  continental  fervice  at  the  time  (lie  was  taken 
and  burnt  by  the  enemy  in  Chingotegue  inlet,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  paid  a  reafonable  value  for  the  faid  floop,  with 
fuch  reafonable  charges  and  expences  as  may  have  arifen  to 
him  in  confequence  of  this  misfortune;''   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  impowered 
to  make  the  faid  James  le  Maire  a  reafonable  and  juft  com- 
penfation  for  his  lofles  in  the  public  fervice,  and  to  difpatch 
him  on  the  bufinefs  in  which  he  was  employed  by  the  fecreE 
committee. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  brigadier  general  Scott  to  B. 
Harrifon,   efquire,   was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  William  Weft,  major,  James  Mc  Henry 
and  Hugh  Hedge,  furgeons  of  the  4th  and  6th  regiments 
of  Pennfylvania  forces,  commanded  by  colonels  I\,agaw  and 
Cadwallader,  prifoners  on  parole,  praying  to  be  informed 
whether  as  continental  officers  holding  cemmiffions  only  re- 
vocable by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs,  they  are  not  entitled 
to  pay  while  on  parole,  as  well  as  when  in  the  hands  of 
general  Howe. 

Ordered  to  lie  for  confideration  till  Monday  next. 

A  letter  of  24th  March  from  Recules  de  Bafmeireen 
Raimbeaux,  of  Bordeaux,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  July  from  brigadier  general  Har.d  at 
fort  Pitt,  to  Thomas  Wharton,  Hquire.  prefident  of  the 
council  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The 
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The  medical  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  doftor 
J.  Morgan  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report. 

A  motion  was  made,  That  a  new  commiflion  be  made  out 
and  fent  to  major  general  Benedict  Arnold,  giving  him  the 
rank,  of  major  general  in  the  army  from  the  19th  February 
laft: 

To  this  it  was  moved  to  add,  "  On  account  of  his  extraor- 
dinary merit  and  former  rank  in  the  army  : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Queftion  was  then  put  on  the  firft  motion  and  patted  in  the 
negative. 

At  the  requeft  of  Rhode-Ifland  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  as  follows  : 

YEAS.  NAYS.  NAYS. 

Mr.    Folfom,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.    R.  Morris, 

Mr.    Merchant,         Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon, 

Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.   Clymer, 

Mr.   Duane,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.    Roberdeau,       Mr.  P.  Livingfton,   Mr.   Chafe, 
Mr.  Walton.  Mr.  Duer,  Mr    W.  Smith, 

■    Mr.  Serjeant,  Mr.   Burke, 

Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Harnet. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Jay  and  Governeur  Morris  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr. 
Serjeant. 

Ordered.,  That  the  committee  immediately  fit  on  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  that  they  confer  with  general  Wafnington  and  the 
memorialifts. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due, 

To  major  Samuel  Nichols,  for  himfelf  and  a  detachment 
of  three  companies  of  marines  which  he  commanded  on  ar- 
tillery duty,  for  which  they  were  to  receive  additional  pay, 
viz.  captain  Porter's  company  from  the  ift  February  to  ill 
July,  captain  Mullen's  company  from  lft  February  to  1  ft 
March,  and  captain  Deane's  company  from  ift  February  to 
ift  April,  895  15*90  dollars: 

To  William  Hurrie,  door-keeper  to  Congrefs,  for  a  ba- 
lance of  his  account,  26  60-90  dollars  : 

To  Allen  M'Donald,  his  ion  and  fervarat,  for  their  allow- 
ance as  prifoners  from  1 8th  September  1776  to  5th  Augull 
J 777,  being  46  weeks,  230  dollars: 

To 


52o      JOURNALS   OF  CONGRESS* 

To  Daniel  Smith,  of  the  city  tavern,  for  his  bill  of  expen- 
ces  of  Congrefs  on  the  4th  July  laft,  including  a  balance  of 
an  old  account,  729  68-90  dollars;  alfo  a  bill  for  materials, 
workmanfhip,  &c.  furnifhed  for  the  fire-works  on  the  4th 
July,  102  69-90  dollars;  amounting  in  the  whole  108-32 
47-90  dollars : 

To  the  rev.  John  Hart,  chaplain  to  the  6th  Virginia  regi- 
ment, for  his  extra  fervices  in  officiating  to  the  4th  and  5th 
Virginia  regiments  from  ?d  November  1776  to  28th  April 
laft,  being  5  months  and  26  days,  at  41  60-90  dollars  per 
month,  243  52-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iiTue  to  the  treafurer  to  tranfmit 
from  Maryland  to  the  auditor  general  one  million  of  dollars, 
for  which  the  faid  auditor  is  to  account. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturbay,  dugujl  9,   1777. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  medical 
committee  on  the  memorial  of  doctor  John  Morgan,  wherein 
they  fet  forth,  :'*  that  doctor  Morgan  was  appointed  director 
general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpital  in  the  room  of 
doctor  Church,  October  17,  1775  ;  that  on  the  9th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1777,  he  was  difmiffed  from  the  faid  appointment  ;  that 
though  no  canfe  is  affigned  for  his  difcharge*  yet  upon  en- 
quiry they  find  that  the  general  complaints  of  perfons  of  all 
ranks  in  the  army,  and  not  any  particular  charges  againft 
him,  together  with  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs  at  that  time, 
rendered  iUneceflary  for  the  public  good  and  the  fafety  of 
the  United  States  that  he  (hould  be  difplaced,  and  were  the 
reafons  of  his  difmiffion  ;  that  the  doctor's  memorial  appears 
to  be  a  hafty  and  intemperate  production  ;  notwithstanding 
which,  as  he  conceives  himlelf  injured,  and  requefts  an  inquiry 
into  his  conduct,  they  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be 
heard,  and  that  a  committee  of  Congrefs  fhould  be  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  : 

Refolded,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
from  doctor  W.  Rickman,  report,  '•  that  as  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  military  hofpital  in  Virginia,  by  a  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  iSthofMay  1776,  is  intirely  diftinct  from 
and  independent  of  the  general  eftabliffiment  of  hofpitals  in 

the 
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the  other  ftates,  they  are  of  opinion  the  fame  was  not 
affected  by  the  new  regulations  of  the  7th  April  laft,  and  that 
doctor  Rickman  ilill  continues  director  of  that  hofpital  ;" 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  concur- 
rence of  Gongrefs  be  fent  to  doctor  Shippen,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  withdraw  from  Virginia  fuch  phyfician6,  furgeons, 
or  affiftants  as  he  may  have  fent  thither. 

Refolved%  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  order 
Mr.  Hillegas  the  treafurer,  together  with  the  treafury  and 
printing  prcfs  under  his  care,  to  remove. to  Philadelphia  as 
Toon  as  they  judge  the  ftate  and  fituation  of  public  affairs  will 
admit. 

That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  and  report  a  proper  compenlation  to  Mr.  Hillegas 
for  his  paft  and  future  fervices. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes    in  the  room  of  Jeremiah  Wadfworth 
efquire,  rcfigned  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Peter  Colt,  efquire,  was  elected. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry 
papers  inclofed,  was  read. 

Refohedt  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Boudinot,  the  commiffary  of  prifoners,  and  report  as 
foon  as  poffible  on  the  manner  in  which  the  prifoners  under 
his  charge  ought  to  be  treated. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon  N 

Refolvedt  That  fuch  troopers  of  the  North -Carolina  light 
horfe  under  the  command  of  captain  Martin  Phifer,  captain 
Cofmo  Medici,  and  captain  Samuel  Am,  as  fhall  inlill 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  be  furnilhed  with  horfes 
and  properly  accoutred,  and  that  thofe  men,  who  will 
not  fo  inlift,  return  home  to  North -Carolina  under  proper 
officers. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,   Augujl    11,    1777. 
Mr.  Harrifon,    Mr.  Jofcph  Jones,   and  Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 
three   of  the  delegates  from  Virginia,  attending,  produced 
the    credentials  of  their  appointment,  which   were  read  as 
follows  : 

"  Virginia 
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*'  Virginia.      In  general  affembly,  the  22d  May,    1777. 

Refohed,  That  Benjamin  Harrifon,  George  Mafon,  Jofeph 
Jones,  Francis  Lightfoot  I.ee,  and  John  Harvie,  efquires, 
be  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  this  fcate  in  Congrefs  for 
one  year  from  the,  t  ;th  Auguft  next,  they  having  been  chofen 
for  that  purpofe  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes.  June  26th, 
1777.  Refolved,  That  Richard  Henry  Lee,  efquire,  be  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  general  Congrefs 
from  the  nth  of  Auguft  next  until  the  10th  day  of  May 
fallowing,  he  having  been  chofen  for  that  purpofe  by  joint 
ballots  of  both  houfes  in  the  room  of  George  Mafon,  efquire, 
■who  hath  declined  the  faid  appointment.  A  copy,  John 
Tazewell,  C.  H.  D." 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Stillwater; 
two  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one  from  the 
■vifcount  de  Mauroy  ;  one  from  Monf.  de  Vrigny  ;  and  one 
from  Monf.  Valfort,  were  read. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
28th  July  from  Ifaac  Smith,  Ebenezer  Storer,  and  William 
Phillips,  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the 
continental  agents  ;  which  was  read,  and  wherein  they  fet 
forth  "  That  they  have  fettled  William  Bartlett's  account, 
and  find  a  balance  due  tohim  from  the  rtates  of  15013  60-90 
dollars,  and  to  Jonathan  Glover,  efquire,  55091  47-90  dol- 
lars, being  the  balance  of  his  account  ;  that  they  would  have 
complied  with  the  orders  of  the  marine  committee  to  pay 
thefe  balances,  but  cannot  find  any  perfon  who  wants  the 
money  in  Philadelphia,  and  as  meffrs.  Bartlett  and  Glover  are 
in  great  want  of  the  money  in  order  to  fettle  with  the  cap- 
tors, they  have  advifed  them  to  fend  a  perfon  exprefs  for 
this  purpofe  ;"  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  commiffioner  of 
the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  .Maflachufetts-Bay,  in  favor  of 
Ifaac  Smith,  Ebenezer  Storer  and  William  Phillips,  for 
7iO,  105  1-6  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the  balances  due  to 
raeff.  Bartlett  and  Glover. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
the  memorial  from  the  board  of  general  officers  refpec/ting 
rations,   be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  was  read,  relative  to  the 
defence  of  the  river  Delaware. 

A 
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A  letter  of  the  9th  from  Arch.  Stewart  to  Charles  Stewart 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  wherein  he  mentions 
"  the  declining  ftate  of  his  health,  and  expreffes  his  concern 
that  it  is  not  in  his  power,  on  account  thereof,  to  accept  of 
the  office  of  deputy  commiffary  general  of  ilTues,  and  hopes 
he  will  not  incur  blame  for  not  accepting  an  office,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  not  the  lead  proi'pedl  of  being  able  to  per- 
form ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  1  hat  his  refignation  be  accepted,  and  that  to- 
morrow oe  affigned  for  appointing  a  deputy  commiffary  ge- 
neral of  iffues. 

A  memorial  from  Monf  du  Portail  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolded,  That  Monf.  du  Coudray  be  appointed  infpe&or 
general  of  ordnance  and  military  manufactories,  with  tho 
rank  of  major  general. 

Refolded,  l  hat  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  define 
the  powers  to  be  granted  to  and  exercifed  by  monf.  du 
Coudray  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Wilfon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hey- 
ward  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  M'Coy  and  one  from  Jame» 
Wilfon  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury  and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  petition  of  P.  Minis  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  refpec"t- 
ing  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  general's  plan  with  all  poflible  difpatch. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pottponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    -Augujl  \z,  17JJ, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  attended  and  took  his  feat. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Mifflin  and  one  of  the 
Sth  from  Mr.  J.  Hudfon  were  read  : 

Ordered,  that  they    be    referred    to  the  board   of  treafury. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  count  Pulafky  was  read. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  to  brigadier  general 
Thompfon,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Vol.  Ill,  0  •  Ordtred, 
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Ordered,  That   the    fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fary. 

Refolded,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of 
treafnry  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Folfom,  Mr, 
Harnet  and  Mr.  Dyer, 

Refolved,  That  William  Mollifton  be  appointed  a  third 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Siates,  and  commiffion- 
ed  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Oraered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Guion,  acling  as 
paymatler  to  the  4th  and  7th  battalions  of  continental  troops 
raifed  in  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina,  6cco  dollars,  one  half 
thereof  fur  the  ufe  of  each  of  the  faid  battalions  reflectively, 
the  laid  pay  ma  ft  er  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on  John  Law- 
rence, efquire  commiffioneT  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate 
of  Connecticut,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Downe,  efquire,  one 
of  die  eommiffioners  of  accounts,  for  600  dollar?,  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Refohed,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  together  with 
the  refolutions  palled  the  ift  inftant  refptcting  the  emiffion 
and  appropriation  of  one  million  of  dollars,  be  recommitted 
to  the  board  of  treafury. 

At  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Hey  ward  to  be  excufed  from  ferving 
on  the  committee  of  commerce, 

Refohed,  That  he  be  excufed,  and  that  Mr  Laurens  be 
appointed  a  member  of  the  faid  committee  in  his  Head. 

In  con'fequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  eommiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  Ezra  Patterfon,  a  ferjeant  in  colo- 
nel Hart's  battalion  of  flying  camp,  for  his  pay  from  17th 
October  1776,  to  ill  January  1777,  being  2  months  and 
14  days,  at  8  dollars  a  month,    19  60-90  dollars  : 

To  the  reverend  Mr.  M'Murdic,  for  his  extra  fervices  in 
officiating  as  chaplain  to  colonel  Jacob  Clootzs  battalion, 
from  1 8th  October  1776,  to  ift  January  1777,  2  months 
and  13  days,  at  20  dollars  a  month,  48  60-90  dollars  : 

To  the  reverend  Monf.  Lotbinier,  for  one  month's  pay 
and  rations  as  chaplain,  from  iothjulyto  10th  inftant,  48  dol- 
lars, alfo  for  the  difference  of  pay  which  took  place  1  ith  April 

laft 
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laft  in  the  pay  of  chaplains,  he  having  received  only  at  the 
rate  of  33  1-3  dollars  per  month,  whereas  the  pay  was  40 
dollars  per  month,  the  difference  62-3  dollars  per  month  for 
three  months,  is  20  dollars  : 

To  brigadier  general  Weedon,  a  balance  of  his  contingent 
account,  amounting  to  287I.  17s.  6d-  of  which  he  received 
by  brigadier  general  Lewis's  warrant  at  Williamfburg  25 ol. 
the  balance  in  Virginia  currency  is  37I.  17s.  6d.  equal  to 
J  26  22  90  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  fuprerne  executive 
council  of  Pennlylvania  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
as  follows : 

"  In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Auguft  12,  1777.  Ordered, 
that  information  be  given  to  Congrefs,  that  the  hon.  John 
Penn,  efq;  late  governor  of  Pennlylvania,  and  Benjamin 
Chew,  efq;  late  chief  juftice,  regifter  of  wills,  and  of  the 
governor's  council  pf  the  fame,  have  been  made  prifoners 
agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs;  that  both 
refufe  to  lign  a  parole  of  any  kind  ;  and  that  Congrefs  be 
requeued  immediately  to  order  them  to  be  removed  cut  of 
this  flate.  Extract  from  the  minutes,  Timothy  Matlack, 
Secretary. ''     Whereupon 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  give  directions  for  the  con- 
veyance of  thofe  gentlemen  under  guard  to  FreJerickiburg  in 
Virginia,  and  that  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requeued  to 
appoint  fome  proper  place  for  the  reception  of  thofe  gentle- 
men, and  to  order  that  they  be  fafely  fecured  and  entertained 
agreeable  to  their  rank  and  ftation  in  life. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  (late  of  the  army,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon 

Refohfd,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Augujl    J 3,   1777. 
A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington  at  the  Crofs 
Roads  ;   one  of  this  day  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette;  and 
one  of  the  12th  from  W.  Buchanan,  with  a  lift  of  provisions  \ 

ftored  by  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq;  were  read  : 

Orderedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  \ 

A  motion  was  made    ?.'  that  the  execution  of  the  order  of 
Congrefs  relative  to  the  removal  of  John  Penn  and  Benjamin 
O  o  2  Chew, 
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Chew,  efqrs;  be  fufpended  till  fuch  time  as  the  board  of  war 
fhall  deem  effential  to  the  public  fafety  to  carry  it  into  execu. 
tion ;  and  that  in  the  mean  while  they  be  authorifed,  on  an 
application  in  writing  from  thofe  gentlemen,  to  admit  them 
to  fuch  paroles  as  they  mail  deem  necefTary  to  fecure  the  public 
fafety  ;  and  the  previous  queftion  being  moved  and  put, 
whether  that  queftion  be  now  put, 

Pafled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows.  Whereas  it  is  reprcfented 
to  Congrefs  that  the  hon.  John  Penn,  efq;  and  Benjamin 
Chew,  efq;  who  were  ordered  yeflerday  to  be  conveyed  by 
the  board  of  war  to  Frederickfburg  in  Virginia,  are  now 
willing  to  give  their  parole  ;  Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war 
take  fuch  parole  from  the  faid  gentlemen  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  thereupon  that  the  order  of  yefterday  for  their 
removal  to  Virginia  be  fufpended  :" 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  Whether  that  queftion 
be  now  put ;  on  which  the  ftates  were  equally  divided,  twelve 
being  prefent. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  the  ftates 
were  divided. 

At  the  requeft  of  Maryland  and  New.Jerfey  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for  and  are  as  follows 


YEAS. 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.   Wilfon, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

NOES. 
Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr,  Fro  ft, 
Mr.   S    Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovel, 
Mr    Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 


YFJAS. 
Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.   Harrifon, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.   Burk, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnett. 

N  O  E  S.- 
Mr. Law, 

Mr.   Sergeant, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Heyward. 


The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  chevalier  du 
Portail,  150  dollars  to  lieutenant  colonel  de  la  Radiere,  and 

150 


« 


August,    1777.  327 

I  jo  to  major  Gouvion  ;  for  which  they  are  refpe&ively  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Vifcount  de  Mauroy,  for 
himfelf  and  his  fuite,  for  which  lie  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  20CO  dollars  be  advanced  to  Baron  de  Kalb,  for  him- 
felf and  his  fuite,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan, 
efq;  commiffary  general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 
partment, he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  wa'rant  iffue  for  150,000  dollars  in  favour  of  An- 
thony Butler,  agent  to  major  general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to 
be  accountable,  agreeable  to  his  application  to  Congrefs  by 
letter  dated  the  9th  inltant : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  efq;  1 14  45-90  dol- 
lars for  the  expence  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs  to  the  army 
in  this  month  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Jacob  Blount,  appointed  by  the 
ftate  of  North  Carolina  paymafter  to  the  continental  troops 
raifed  in  that  ftate,  and  to  be  delivered  to  William  Blount  his 
agent,  2000  dollars  for  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  faid  batta- 
lions, incurred  while  he  officiated,  and  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  regular  regimental  paymafters,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  dodtor  Elmer  35  dollars,  for  his  ex- 
pences  in  vifiting  the  hofpitals,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of 
the  medical  committee. 

Refo/ved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow.  \ 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report: 

Ordered,  That  the  confederation  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  coniideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Augujl  14,  1777. 
In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by   the  commiffioners  of 
claims,   the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  colonel  Lewis  Nicola,  for  the  pay  of 
four  companies  of  city  guards  to  the  2d  inftant,  being  one 
month,   2070  50-90  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Jonathan  Jones,  his  pay  as  major  in 
the  2d  Pennfylvania  regiment,  from  the  25th  of  December 

1776 
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1776  the  25th  of  February  1777,  being  two  months  at  50 
dollars  a  month,  100  dollars  ;  and  for  his  pay  as  lieutenant  co- 
lonel in  the  faid  regiment  from  25th  of  February  to  the  5th  of 
April,  1  month  and  9  days  at  60  dollars,  78  dollars;  the 
whole  amounting  to  178  dollars  : 

To  Charles  Tbomfon,  for  fundries  paid  for  by  him  to 
Andrew  M'Nair,  late  door  keeper  to  Congrefs,  to  Benjamin 
Randolph  for  boxes  to  hold  the  papers  of  Congrefs,  to  David 
Evans  for  two  tables,  and  for  freight  and  porterage  of  a  box 
of  papers  from  Baltimore,  56  30-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commiffary 
general  of  iffues,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Robert  White,  efquire,  was  tlefted. 

A  letter  from  the  honorable  John  Penn,  efquire,  requefting 
Congrefs  to  admit  him  to  his  parole,  and  a  memorial  from  B. 
Chew,  efquire,  containing  the  fame  requeft,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon  a  motion  was  made  "  thit  it  be 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  fucb  parole,  from  the 
faid  gentlemen  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  that  the  order 
of  Tuefday  lall  for  their  removal  to  Virginia  be  fuperfeded;' 

An  amendment  was  then  moved,  after  "  the  board  of  war" 
to  infert  f  with  the  concurrence  of  the  executive  council  of 
Fennfylvania  ;'' 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

At  the  requeft  of  Rhode-Ifland  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  as  follows  : 

YEAS.  NAYS.  NAYS. 

Mr.  Foifom,  Mr.  Frolt,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 

Mr   S  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.    Duane,  Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Lovcll,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr,  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr   Merchant,  Mr    Morris,  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Wiffon.  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Law,  Mr   Clymer,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Vandyke:  Mr.  Middleton, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,       Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Heyward, 

Mr.  "Roberdeau,        Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Walton. 

Mr.  Laurens. 

Queftion  being  put  on  the  motion, 

Rcfolved  in  affirmative. 

lirfoivtd,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  Northern  de- 
partment be  impowered  for  the  term  of  four  months  from  the 
date  of  this  rtfolution,  to  fufpend  any  officers  under  his  com- 
mand for  mal-condudl  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room  till 

fuch 
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fuch  time  as  the  pleafu;e  of  Congrefs  can  be  known  concern- 
ing tiie  perfon  or  perfons  fo  fufpended  ;  and  that  he  report  to 
Congrefs,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  poffible,  the  names  of 
fucli  as  he  may  fufpend  with  the  caufe  of  their  fufpenfion. 

Refo/ved,  That  it  be  a  (landing  rule,  that  every  morning 
after  the  reading  of  the  public  letters  and  giving  orders  con- 
cerning them,  the  reports  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  the  re- 
ports of  the  bor.rd  of  war,  if  any  there  are,  be  immediately 
taken  into  confideration. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to  morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

F  r  1  d  A  Y,     dugujl   15,   1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  H.  B.  Livingilon,  with  fundry 
papers  inclofed,  and  one  of  the  24th  of  July  from  governor 
Henry  of  Virginia,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  reports  of  the  board 
of  war  ;   whereupon 

R-fohed,  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  feveral 
flates  be  reqnefted  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  accounts  of  all 
monies  advanced  and  expences  incurred  for  prifoners  of  war 
during  their  refidence  in  their  refpctlive  ftates,  and  that 
fuch  accounts  be  tranfmitted  within  the  fpace  of  1 2  weeks 
after  receipt  of  this  notice,  or  elfe  to  be  ever  thereafter  fore- 
clofed. 

Refolded,  That  the  part  of  colonel  Richardfon's  letter 
which  relates  to  Thomas  Lightfoot,  be  fent  to  the  execu- 
tive council  of  Pennfylvania,  with  a  requeit  to  have  him  fe- 
cured, 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  colonel  Richard- 
fon's letter  which  relates  to  Thomas  Cockayne,  and  George 
Walton  and  Thomas  Lightfoot,  of  SmTex  county  in  the 
ftate  of  Delaware,  be  tranfmitted  to  prefident  M'Kinley, 
and  that  he  be  defired  forthwith  to  take  order  for  the  appre- 
henfion  and  Confinement  of  the  faid  Cockayne,  Walton  and 
Lightfoot  ;  and  that  colonel  Richardfon  be  ordered  to  afford 
every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  prefident  M'Kinley  and  the 
officers  whom  he  fliali  employ  in  this  necefTary  fervice. 

It 
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It  was  then  moved,  "  that  Peter  and  Burton  Robinfon, 
fubjedts  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  accufed  of  carrying  on  a  cri- 
minal correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  and  whom  colonel 
Richardfon  has  feized  and  fent  to  Congrefs,  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  the  executive  power  of  the  Delaware  ftate  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

Rsfo/ved,  That  Peter  and  Burton  Robinfon  be  remanded 
to  the  Delaware  ftate  whenever  preftdent  M'Kinley  {hall  or- 
der or  requeft  it. 

A  motion  was  made  in  the  following  words  :  "  It  being 
reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Suffex  county  in  the  Delaware  ftate  8re  difaffeCT.ed, 
Refolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  ftate  of  Delaware 
to  pafs  a  law  directing  any  inhabitant  of  that  county  charged 
with  treafon,  mifpriiion  of  treafon,  or  high  and  dangerous 
offences  againft  that  ftate,  to  be  tried  in  any  other  county  of 
the  ftate." 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

Rtfofoed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  prefident  of  the 
Delaware  ftate  to  order  twenty  light  horfe  to  join  colonel 
Richardfon  in  the  county  of  Suffex,  and  give  him  all  affift- 
ance  in  their  power  to  execute  the  directions  of  the  faid  ftate, 
in  the  room  of  the  two  hundred  militia  ordered  there. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  hoard 
of  trcafury  of  the  13th,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  ftate  of  Georgia  has  advanced  very  confide- 
rable  fums  of  money  for  the  pay  and  fubiiftence  of  continen- 
tal troops  employed  by  the  directions  of  Congrefs  in  the  de- 
fence of  that  ftate,  and  for  that  and  other  continental  ufes 
emitted  bills  of  credit  and  certificates,  which  they  are  very 
defirous  mould  be  redeemed  and  cancelled  ;  and  it  beingjuft 
and  reafonable  that  the  accounts  of  fuch  expenditures  fhould 
be  forthwith  fettled  and  the  balance  which  fhall  appear  to  be 
due  from  the  United  States  paid,  and  that  a  further  provifi- 
on  fhould  be  made  for  fupp'ying  the  military  cheft  in  Georgia 
with  money  for  the  pay  and  fubiiftence  ot  the  troops  Itation- 
cd  in  that  ftate  for   the  future  : 

Refolded  therefore,  That  commi^oners  of  accounts  be 
appointed  to  ftate  and  fettle  all  accounts  and  claims  refpeft- 
ing  the  United  States  which  have   arifen  or  fhall  arife    in 

the 
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in  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  andGeorgia,  and  that  they 
repair  without  delay  to  Georgia  and  examine  and  adjuft  all 
continental  accounts  with  that  ftate  or  any  officers  or  indivi- 
duals within  the  fame,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  receive 
and  pay  the  balances  of  accounts,  as  they  mail  be  refpeclive- 
ly  owing  to  or  from  the  United  States,  and  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  treafury  board,  in  order  to  their  being  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  and  finally  confirmed, 

Rejofoed,  That  400,000  dollars  be  remitted  to  the  (late  of 
Georgia  on  account  of  the  monies  fo  advanced  by  that  ftate 
for  the  ule  of  the  United  States  ;  that  fuch  fum  be  paid  out 
of  the  money  hereafter  directed  to  be  emitted  unlefs  the 
board  of  treafury  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  fooner 
fpared  from  the  treafury  ;  in  which  cafe  a  warrant  fhall  iffue 
on  their  application  without  refpedt  to  the  faid  emiffion  :  That 
the  warrant  fliall  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  at  Baltimore,  or 
auditor  general,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  treafury 
ihall  be  moft  convenient,  and  in  favour  of  the  board  of  wary 
who  are  to  tranfmit  ;he  money  to  the  faid  ftate  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  calling  iiij  exchanging,  and  cancelling  all  fuch  bills  of 
credit  and  certificates  as  have  been  emitted  by  that  ftate  for 
the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
and  other  continental  purpofes  : 

That  another  warrant  fhall  iffue  in  the  manner  prefcribed 
by  the  preceding  resolution  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war 
for  300,000  dollars,  to  be  remitted  by  them  to  the  deputy 
paymafter  general  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  conti^ 
nental  troops  in  Georgia  : 

That  if  on  the  Settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  lefs  fhall  appear  to  be  due  to 
that  ftate  than  the  fum  directed  to  be  tranfmitted,  the  furplus 
fhall  be  paid  by  the  faid  ftate  into  the  hands  of  Jofeph  Clay, 
efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  in  Georgia,  whofe  receipt 
fhall  be  a  fufficient  voucher;  but  if  more  fhall  appear  to  be 
doe  to  the  faid  ftate,  the  balance  fhall  be  paid  to  the  faid  ftate 
by  the  faid  deputy  paymafter  general  on  the  warrants  of  the 
commiffioners  who  fliall  adjuft  the  account. 

Refolvedy  That  as  a  fund  tor  the  above  and  other  purpofes 
one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
treafury  board  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States :  that 
the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffion  now  executing,  be  numbered  fronv 
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the  laft  number  of  each  refpeclive  denomination  of  that  emif- 
fion  progreffively,  and  confift  of  the  following  denominations, 
to  wit,  15384  bills  of  the  denomination  of  three  dollars,  the 
like  number  of  four  dollars,  the  like  number  of  five  dollars, 
the  like  number  of  fix  dollars,  and  the  like  number  of  feven 
dollars  respectively,  and  15385  of  the  denomination  of  two 
dollars,  and  the  like  number  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  like 
number  of  thirty  dollars  refpeftively  : 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire, 
and  of  the  infpe&ors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the 
faid  emiffion  now  executing,  fhall  extend  to  the  faid  one  mil- 
lion to  be  emitted,  fubjeel  however  to  fuch  directions  and 
inftruftions  as  the  board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

Refulved,  That  all  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  refpe£t- 
ing  the  premifes  be  repealed. 

A  memorial  from  Nicholas  Garret  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Knight  and  John  Green  report,  "  That  having  heard  the 
argument  of  council  upon  the  faid  petition,  they  are  of  opi- 
nion, from  the  particular  circumitances  of  the  cafe,  that  the 
appeal  of  the  faid  Knight  and  Green  from  the  fentence  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  in  the  caufe  ma- 
jor John  White  and  lieutenant  Hardy  againft  the  floop  Polly, 
&c.  fnould  be  received  and  heard,  notwithstanding  the  faid 
appeal  was  not  entered  within  five  days,  or  lodged  within 
forty  days,  as  directed  by  the  refolve  of  Congrefs :''  where- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  the  appeal  be  received. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referrred  being  poJlponed 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Jlugufl  16,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wafhington  at  the 
Crofs  Roads  ;  one  of  the  10th  from  general  Schuyler  at 
Albany  ;  one  of  the  7th  from  colonel  G.  Morgan  at  fort 
Pitt,  with  the  minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  ; 
alfo  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Hand  to  the  board  of 
war,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  General  Wafh- 
ington be   fent   to   the  iupreme   executive  council  of  Penn- 
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fvlvanfa,  and  that  they  be  requefted  to  have  the  general's 
views  carried  into  execution  with  all  poflible  difpatch. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  Weftcrn  frontiers  and  the 
Northern  department,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient 
difpatch. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Refolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Refolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  fupplies  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  lately  received  from  the  commif- 
fioners  at  Paris  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  con- 
fideration the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclufion  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Refolded,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the 
ways  and  means  for  raifing  fupplies  to  carry  on  the  war  : 

Refolved,  That  300  dollars  be  advaaced  to  Daniel  Joy  for 
public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  3  co  dollars  be  advanced  to  R.  Peters,  efquire,  fecre- 
tary  of  the  board  of  war,  for  contingent  expences,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  Weftern  frontiers  and  Northern 
department  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  Congrefs  five  hundred  riflemen,  under  the 
command  of  an  active  and  fpirited  officer,  fhould  be  imme- 
diately fent  into  the  Northern  department,  to  afliil  in  oppo- 
fing  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

The  committee  report,  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
confider  the  whole  matter  referred  to  them,  and  therefore  de- 
fire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  coun- 

P  p   2  G& 


334      JOURNALS    OF    CONGRESS. 

cil  of  Pennfylvania  be  reqvefted  to  give  brigadier  general 
Hand  fuch  affiftance  from  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Weft- 
moreland,  Northumberland  and  Bedford,  as  general  Hand 
may  think  n'ecefTary. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,   Augujl    18,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  general  Lincoln  ;  one  of  the  16th  and  two* 
of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one  of  the  6th  from 
S.  Hopkins,  with  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  proceedings  of 
a  committee  from  the  four  New-England  dates  and  New- 
York  :         • 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  the  foregoing  letters  as  relate 
to  the  Northern  department  be  refencd  to  the  committee  on 
the  ftate  of  the  weftern  frontiers  and  Northern  department; 
that  the  remainder  of  the  general's  letters  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  :  that  the  letter  from  the  honorable  S.  Hopkins, 
tfquire,  with  the  journal  accompanying  it,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Witherfpoon. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Wyncoop  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to*  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  from  governor  Henry  of  Virginia  to  the  delegates 
of  that  ftate,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before 
Conyefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,   That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  being  moved  to  pafs  fundry  refolutions, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board 
of  treafury  ;   whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  George  Price, 
of  colonel  Morgan's  nth  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  company  lately  raifed  and  now  on  their  march  to  camp, 
2000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  500    dollars  be  advanced  to  the 

commiffioners  of  account,  at  the  treafury  office,  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  paying  arrearages  due  to  prifoners,  for  which  the  faid 

commiffioners  are  to  be  accountable. 

t.  Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Samuel  Kear- 
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fey,  of  an  independent  company  of  continental  troops,  iccp 
dollars,  to  purchafe  blankets  for  the  faid  company  and  cap- 
tain Irwine's  independent  company,  by  the  Fpecial  order  of 
general  Washington  and  the  approbation  of  the  cloathier 
general  ;  the  faid  captain  Keariley  to  be  fubjecl  to  the 
directions  of  the  cloathier  general  and  to  account  to  him  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  money,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  cloathier  general : 

Orderedy  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  le  chevalier  de 
Leflcr  and  to  colonel  le  chevalier  de  Valcourt  refpe&ively, 
450  dollars,  and  to  captain  de  Vrigney,  240  dollars,  for  winch 
they  are  feverally  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commifiioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  captain  George  May,  of  colonel 
Haller's  battalion  of  Berks  county  flying  camp,  for  fundry 
meals  fupplied  his  company  previous  to  their  joining  the 
flying  camp,  alfo  for  fundry  flints  delivered  colonel  Haller, 
and  for  three  gun-locks  loft  at  fort  Wafnington,  75  S-90 
dollars : 

To  Abraham  Holmes,  for  fundry  meals  fupplied  the 
militia  on  their  march  through  Lancafter  to  camp,  u  12-90 
collars ; 

To  Thomas  M'Coy,  late  enfign  in  the  7th  Pennfylvanfa 
regiment,  a  balance  of  his  account  for  pay  and  rations  from 
the  ill  of  October  1776,  to  the  icth  of  Auguft  1777,  the 
faid  M'Coy  having  been  made  prifoner  in  Canada  and  lately 
exchanged  at  Halifax,    185  23-90  dollars. 

To  lieutenant  William  Allen,  of  captain  Green's  company 
of  the  Lancafter  county  flying  camp,  for  fubfiftence  paid  by 
him  for  men  of  his  company,  for  flints,  powder  horns  and 
(hot  pouches  loft  on  Long-lfland,  and  for  the  pay  due  to 
one  lieutenant  and  three  privates  which  he  advanced,  83 
dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  14th 
be  re-committed. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
conlider  farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  railing  fupplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and  after 
fame  time  the  prdident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  coniidered  farther  the  re- 
part  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  concluflon, 
defire  leave  to  fit  again  ; 

,  Refoloedf 
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Refohed,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  report  of  the  trea- 
fury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  fupplies  for  carrying 
on  the  war. 

Ordered,  That  2ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of 
Maryland,  to  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  that  (late,  which  is 
to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  William  Pyot  and  one  from  Lawrance 
Greenholm  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    Augujl  10,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Washington  was  read. 

RefJ-ved,  That  the  Heffian  field  officers  and  colonel  Camp- 
bell be  admitted  to  their  parole  on  the  terms  prefcribed  for 
officers  who  are  prifoners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  digefl  and  report  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  reafons  of  the  evacuation 
of  Ticonderoga  and  fort  Independence,  and  into  the  conduct 
of  the  general  officers  in  the  Northern  department  at  the 
time  of  the  evacuation,  brought  in  a  report  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  for  consideration. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
eonlider  farther  the  report  of  the  board  of  treafury  on  the 
ways  and  means  of  raifing  fupplies  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
snd  after  fome  time  the  preiident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  confidered  farther 
the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  con- 
clufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  report  of 
the  board  of  treafury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  fup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  William 
Peery,  of  an  independent  company  ftationed  at  Lewillown 
in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  500  dollars  for  the  pay  and  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  faid  company,  for  which  he  is  to  be  account- 
able. 

la 
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In  confequcnce  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commifiioners  of 
claims  the  auditor  general  report?, 

That  there  is  due,  to  captain  William  Peery,  of  an  inde- 
pendent company  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  guard  Levvif- 
town  and  the  pilots  and  others  in  that  quarter,  on  a  pay-roll 
due  to  a  company  of  militia  which  he  commanded,  alfo  on  a 
pay  and  fubfillence  roll  due  to  his  independent  company  to 
the  I  ft  inftant,  alfo  on  a  doctor's  and  blackfmith's  bills, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  3542  63-90  dollars,  of  which  he 
received  of  prtrfident  M'Kinley  of  the  Hate  of  Delaware,  1500 
dollars  ;  a  balance  of  204-  63  90  dollars  : 

To  James  Hopkins,  his  account  of  eight  men's  fervices  for 
30  days  each,  by  order  of  general  Wafhington,  on  a  fecret 
expedition  down  the  river  Delaware,  491  75-90  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Lunn,  late  a  ferjeant  in  captain  Vernon's 
company  of  colonel  Wayne's  battalion,  10  months  and  26 
days  half-pay,  being  from  the  time  he  was  regularly  difcharg- 
cd  to  the  time  of  his  inlifting  in  colonel  Nichola's  corps  of 
invalids,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  43  42-90  dollars,  >of 
which  he  received  from  Meafe  and  Caldwell  4  dollars ;  the 
remainder  39  42-90   dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,   which  was  takea 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  governor 
Henry  of  Virginia  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  in  Congrefs, 
Refofoed,  That  any  officer  now  in  colonel  Harrifon's  regi- 
ment of  artillery  fhall  have  liberty  to  leave  the  faid  regiment 
on  being  appointed  to  any  office  or  command  in  the  corps  of 
artillery  railing  or  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia  by  the  faid  ftate, 
and  that  the  faid  colonel  Harrifon's  regiment  be  under  the 
direction  of  his  excellency  governor  Henry  during  the  time 
of  its  ftay  in  that  ftate. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  all  occafions  discoun- 
tenance and  punifh  any  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officer  or 
officers  in  the  continental  fervice  towards  the  civil  authority 
of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Refolvsd,  That  a  copy  of  general  Lincoln's  letter  be  forth- 
with tranfmitted  to  the  council  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
that  they  be  informed,  that  the  inftru&ions  which  general 
Stark   fays  he   has    received  from   them  are   deftrudtive  of 

military 
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military"  fubordi nation  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
mon caufe  at  this  crifis  ;  and  therefore  that  they  be  dellred 
to  inftruct  generaj  Stark  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  fame  rules 
which  other  general  officers  of  the  militia  are  fubjedl  to 
whenever  they  are  called  out  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther 
coniideration. 

•  The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    Augujl  20,  1777.. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  efquire,  de- 
puty paymaiier  general  in  the  Southern  department,  was 
read. 

Refohed,  That  the  pay  of  the  paymafter  general  be  en- 
crealed  to  150  dollars  a  month  : 

.  That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  paymafter  general  be  encreafed 
to  75  dollars  a  month. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  certain  motions  were  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  for  confideration. 
.    A  letter  from  the  prefident    and   council  of  Pennfylvania 
to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  in   Congrefs,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

*,  Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  deputy  muftermafter  general  imme- 
diately mutter  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  that  are  now  in 
the  field,  beginning  with  thofe  at  Chefter. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  mode  of  conducting  the  enquiiy  into  the  realons 
cf  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Fort  Independence, 
2nd  into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  who  were  iu  the 
Northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  ;  and  after 
debate  thereon 

Refohed,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  Weftern  frontiers  and 
the  Northern  department  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  call 
on  the  governor  of  JMew-Jerfey  for  one  thoufand  men  to 
lelieve  a  like  number  of  the  militia  of  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  at  prefent  employed  in  garrifoning  the  forts  on 
Iludfon's  river,  in  order  that  the  faid  militia  may  be  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  repelling  the  invafion  of  the  enemy  on  the  frontiers 
of  that  date  : 

That  an  extract  of  colonel  George  Morgan's  letter,  which 
relates  to  a  farther  fupply  of  money,  he  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Slugujl  21,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  an 
extract  of  a  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Schuyler,  was 
read,  alfo  a  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  «in 
addrefs  to  him  from  fix  general  officers,  requeuing  him  "  that 
on  his  being  relieved,  previous  to  his  leaving  the  country,  he 
■will  ufe  his  influence  with  the  militia,  that  without  lofs  of 
time  they  join  the  army,  a  meafure  neceflary  for  their  own 
as  well  as  for  the  fafety  of  the  public,  relying  on  it,  mould 
he  be  detained  on  this  important  bufinefs,  his  doing  it  will  be 
approved  by  Congrefs.'* 

Ordered,  That  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Schuy- 
ler to  general  Wafhington  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence ;  and  that  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  : 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
tar  collected  at  Wilmington  in  North- Carolina,  and  that  the 
enemy's  fleet  is  now  upon  thefouthern  coaft, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  earneflly  recommended  to  the  executive 
power  of  North- Carolina  to  caufe  all  tfee  military  and  naval 
ilores  in  the  faid  ftate  to  be  removed  to  places  of  fecurity  with 
all  pofllble  expedition,  it  being  of  great  confequence  to  the 
"United  Stales  that  the  fame  fhould  not  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands  ;  that  the  faid  ftores  be  deltroyed  rather  than  poffefied 
by  the  enemy. 

Refolved,  That  v  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confi- 
<3er  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr,  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
Wilfon,  Mr.  Harnett,  and  Mr.  Chafe  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  fit  this  afternoon  and  report 
as  foon  as  pofiiblc. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  the  23d  July  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Allen  M'Donald,  of  Kinfborough,  North- 
Carolina,  a  captain  in  the  Britifh  regular  fervice,  be  permit- 
ted to  go  into  New-York  to  negociate  an  exchange  for  him- 
felf  and   his  fon  a  lieutenant  in   the  fame  fervice  ;  he  to  give 
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his  parole  not  to  convey  to  the  enemy  or  bring  back  any  in- 
telligence whatever  of  a  political  nature,  and  to  return  in  a 
certain  time  to  be  fixed  by  his  parole  or  when  called  for,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Con^refs  took  into  confederation   the  report  of  the  marine 
committee  *. 

Refolved,  That  if  upon  due  confideration  jointly  had  by  the 
navy  board  for  the  eaftern  department  and   the  governor  and 
council  of  war  for  the  Hate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  for  which 
purpofe  the  faid  navy  board  are  directed    to   attend  upon  the 
laid  governor  and  council  of  war,  the  preparing  fire  fhips  be 
judged    practicable,  expedient  and  advifeable,  the   faid  navy 
board  immediately  purchafe,  upon  as  reafonable  terms  as  poffi- 
ble,  fix  fhips  or  fquare  rigged  veffels  at  Providence  in  the  Rate 
of  Rhode-  Ifland  and  Providence  plantations,  the  belt  calculated 
for  fire  fhips ;  that  they  employ  proper  perfons  to  fit  and  prepare 
'  the  fa?d  fire  fhips  with  all  poffible  expedition ;  that   the  faid 
navy  board  provide  proper  materials  for  the  fame,  and  employ 
a  proper  captain  or  commander,  one  lieutenant  and  a  fuitable 
numbtr  of  men  for  each  of  the  faid  fhips  or  veffels,  of  approved 
courage,  and  prudence;  and    that  notice  be   given  to  all  the 
commanders  of  the  continental  fhips  and  veffels  in  the  port  of 
Providence  to  be' in  readinefs  to  fail  at  a  moment's  warning  : 
That  as  foon  as  the  faid  fire  fhips  are  well  prepared,  the  firft 
favourable  wind  and  weather  be  embraced  to  attack  the  Bri- 
tiih  fhips  and  navy  in  the  rivers  and  bays  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  plantations  :   that   the  officers  of  the 
continental  navy  there  favour  as  much  as  poffible  this  defign, 
jmu  ufe  the  utmoll  efforts  to  get  out  to  fea  and  proceed  upon 
inch  er'uife  or  to  fuch  ports  as  the  faid  navy  board  or  the  ma- 
rine committee  fhall  appoint    or  order. 

Refolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  flate  of  Rhode -Ifland 
snd  Providence  plantations  arid  the  council  of  war  of  that  ftate 
Le  acquainted  with  the  foregoing  refolve  ;  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  afford  every  afiiftance  in  their  power  in  effecting 
the  above  purpofes. 

Rrfohed,  That  general  Spencer  be  informed  of  the  fore-going 
refolves,  and  that  he  be  inllru&ed  to  favour,  as  far  as  poffi- 
ble the  faid  defigns  by  fuch  attacks  or  feints  as  he  may  judge 
proper  with  the  troops  and  boats  under  his  command. 

Refolved,  That  fecrecy,  as  much  as  poffible,  be  recommend- 
ed in  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  4000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  men 
on  board  every  fire  fhip  or  veffel  which  fhall  actually  fet  on 
fire  and  deftroy  any  one  of  the  enemy's  fhips  of  war,  in  any  of 
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the  bays,  rivers  or  harbours  In  the  (late  of  Rhode- lfiand  and 
Providence  plantations,  of  20  guns  or  upwards ;  and  3000 
dollars  for  every  fhip  or  vefTel  of  war  under  20  guns;  and 
1500  dollars  for  every  tranfport  ;  the  proof  of  the  execution 
done  to  be  certified  by  the  commander  or  commanding  offi- 
cer, or  by  the  oath  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  may  be  wit* 
nefs  to  the  facli. 

Refohed,  That  the  rewards  aforefaid  (hall  be  divided  in  the 
following  proportion  ;  one  fourth  to  the  captain  or  comman- 
der of  fuch  fire  (hip  or  vefTel,  one  feventh  to  the  lieutenant, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  crew,  to  be  equally  divided  amouglt 
them. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  collect  the  belt  in- 
telligence and  inftruclions  they  can  refpe&ing  the  belt  method 
of  conftru&ing  fire  fhips,  and  fend  the  fame  to  the  navy  board 
of  the  eaftern  department. 

Ordered,  That  the  bo:,rd  of  war  direct  mefl.  Hughes  of 
Maryland  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  governor  of  that 
ftate,  four  twelve  pounders,  to  be  paid  for  or  returned  by 
that  ftate. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report 
which  was  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  commiflion  of  lieutenant  colonel  be  im- 
mediately given  to  the  chevalier  de  Failly,  and  that  he  be 
paid  in  that  rank  from  the  ift  of  December  laft  and  ordered 
to  repair  forthwith  to  the  Northern  army : 

Refohed,  That  monf.  Epiniers  receive  a  commiflion  of 
captain. 

Refohed,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  for  farther 
confideration. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  colonel 
Hazen,  the  report  thereon  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the 
commiffioners  for  auditing  claims,  and  after  debate 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Washington  was  read, 
whereupon  Congrefs  adjourned  for  two  hours. 

Five  o'clock,    P.  M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  en- 
clofed  therein  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  plan  of  marching  the 
army  towards  Hudfon's  river,  and  then  that  general  Wafhing- 
ton a£t  as  circamftances  may  require. 
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A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Schuyler  wad  read  : 
Ordered,  That   it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelli- 
gence! 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     ■dugujl   22,   1777. 

Two  letters  of  the  21ft  from  general  Washington,  one  of 
them  inclofing  a  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Newcomb, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  refeired  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordertd,  1  hat  the  board  of  war  fend  to  Virginia,  with  all 
poflible  difpatch,  four  brafs  field  pieces,  if  the  pubik»  fervice 
will  admit. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;   wher.upon 

Refohcd,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Butler,  con- 
tinental armourer*  1 600  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  his  department, 
he    o  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Everhart  Michael,  efquire,  pay- 
mailer  of  the  German  battalion,  20CO  dollars  for  the  ufe  of 
the  (aid  battalion,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

In  confequence  of  an  adjultment  by  the  commifiloners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

1  hat  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Hincle,  for  136  meals  fupplied  the  militia  of 
Cumberland  county  on  t/ieir  march  to  camp,  13  54-90  dol- 
lars : 

To  lieutenant  Nicholas  Garret,  late  of  colonel  Magaw's 
regiment,  a  balance  of  his  account  for  his  pay  and  for  boun- 
ty money  advanced  to  ten  men  he  recruited,  as  alfo  their 
fubfiiltnce  and  inlifting  money,  &.c.  amounting  to  178I.  7s. 
gd.  of  which  he  received  from  major  Benezet  135I.  the  ba- 
lance being  115  63-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  and 
charged  to  the  faid  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Advice  being  received  ;hatthe  enemy's  fleet  are  in  Chefa- 
peak  bay,  between  Rock  Hall  and  the  mouth  of  Patapfco 
river. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  give  immediate  orders  for 
removing  the  prifeners  and  public  (tores  from  Lancafter  and 
York  town  to  places  of  greater  fecurity. 

That 
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That  the  board  of  treafury  take  immediate  end  effectual 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  the  treafury  at  Baltimore  : 

That  the  prefident  write  to  captain  Nicholfon,  and  inform 
him  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefa,  in  cafe  his  veflel  cannot 
be  faved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  other- 
wife  than  by  deftroying  her,  that  in  that  cafe  he  deftroy 
her,  faving  as  much  of  her  tackle,  furniture  and  itores  as  he 
can. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  by  ex- 
press of  the  intelligence  Congrefs  hath  this  day  received 
of  the  Britim  fleet  being  advanced  high  up  the  bay  of 
Chefapeak,  and  therefore  that  it  is  probable  the  enemy  have 
-the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  contemplation  ;  that  as  the  clif- 
tance  from  the  head  of  the  faid  bay  to  this  city  is  lo  fmall, 
Congrefs  wifh  the  general  in  confequence  of  this  information 
to  proceed  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  appear  to  him  moft  con- 
ducive to  the  general  intereft,  notwithstanding  the  resolu- 
tion of  yefterday  concerning  his  progrefs  to  the  North, 
River. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Rober- 
ieau  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  neighbouring 
#ates. 

Congrefs  adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Five  o'clock,   P.  M. 

Refolved,  ThatLodowig  Sprogle  be  impowered  and  direct- 
ed to  mufter  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  inftead  of  the  deputy 
mullermafter  general,  whofe  indifpofition  prevents  his  per- 
forming that  fervice. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  cal- 
ling forth  the  militia,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  ftate  of 
Maryland  immediately  to  call  out  not  lefs  than  2000  feletl 
militia  to  repel  the  expected  invafion  of  the  ftates  of  Penn-» 
fylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland  ;  that  1250  of  the  militia 
on  the  weftern  fhore  of  Maryland  repair  as  foon  as  pofiible  to 
Baltimore  and  Hartford  towns  ;  that  750  of  the  militia  on 
the  eaftern  more  repair  as  foon  as  poflible  to  Georgetown 
on  SafTafras,  there  to  wait  the  direc\ions  of  general  Wash- 
ington ; 
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That  the  flatc  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  keep  up 
4000  of  tlieir  militia  to  affitt  in  repelling  the  threatened 
jnvafion  of  the  enemy  by  the  way  of  Chefapeak  and  Dela- 
ware bays  ;  that  thefe  rendezvous  at  Lancafter,  Downing 
town  and  Chefter,  as  the  council  of  the  faid  ftate  mall 
direcl:,  and  that  they  be  fubje£t  to  the  orders  of  general 
Washington  : 

That  the  ftate  of  Delaware  be  requefted  to  call  out 
1000  of  their  militia  to  rendezvous  at  New-port  and  Chrif- 
tiana  Bridge,  there  to  wait  the  orders  of  general  Wafh- 
ington : 

That  the  ftate  of  Virginia  be  requefted  to  draw  out  one 
third  of  the  militia  of  each  of  the  counties  of  Prince- William, 
Fairfax,  Loudon,  Berkely,  Frederick,  Dunmore,  Faquier 
and  Culpepper,  and  march  them  to  Frederick-Town  in  the 
ftate  of  Maryland,  there  to  wait  the  orclers  of  general  Walh- 
ington : 

That  the  militia  requefted  from  the  ftates  aforefaid  be 
in  the  pay  of  the  continent  to  the  30th  November  next, 
unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  or  the  commander  in 
chief: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  above  ftates  to 
remove  all  boats  and  other  craft,  provisions,  grain,  naval 
and  military  ftores,  provender,  cattle  and  live  ftock, 
waggons,  carts  land  horfes,  in  the  way  of  the  enemy's 
march^to  places  of  fafety,  and  to  deftroy  what  cannot  be 
removed. 

That  general  Wamington  be  diredled  to  order  brigadier 
general  Smallwood  and  colonel  Gift  to  repair  immediately  to 
"the  ftate  of  Maryland  to  arrange,  march  and  command  the 
militia  required  of  that  ftate. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
'  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  Augujl  23,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  general  Washington  was  read  : 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  2 1  ft  from  colonel  J.    E.  Howard  at 

Baltimore  ;  two  from  governor  johnfon  ;  and  fundry  other 

letters  from  divers  peifons  in  Baltimore  refpedting  the  ene- 

'  my's  fleet  in  Chefapeak  bay  ;  were  read. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  Edward  Cowan,  of  captain  Wea- 
ver's company,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  reiign  his 
com  million  : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  refign, 

Refoheci3 
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Refalved,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafhington 
that  Congrefs  never  '  intended  by  any  commifiion  hitherto 
granted  by  them,  or  by  the  eflablifhment  of  any  department 
whatever,  to  fuperfede  or  circumlcribe  the  power  of  general 
Wafhington  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  continental 
land  forces  within  the  United  States 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report 
on  the  mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  fort  Independence,  and 
into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  in  the  Northern  de- 
partment at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken   into  consideration  j  whereupon 

It  was  moved  inftead  of"  three  members  of  Congrefs,  *'  to 
infert  "the  judge  advocate  with  the  afliitance  of  — —  and 
—- — "  fhould  conduct  the  enquiry  ; 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  three  commiffioners,  not  members 
•f  Congrefs,  fhould  conduct  the  enquiry  ; 

On  this  the  ftates  were  qually  divided 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovel, 
Mr.  Law, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon, 
Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
'  N 
Mr.   Folfom, 
Mr,  Froft, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Sergeant, 


A 


A        S. 

Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.   Harrifon, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Harnett. 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Middleton, 
Mr.  Walton. 
Y  S. 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Heyward, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Brownfon. 


Mr.  Clark, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 


M  O  if  D  A  Y> 


146       JOURNALS    OF   CONGRESS. 

Monday,    -dugujl  2?,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  .2  jd  from  general  Wafhington,  lnclofin^ 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1  ith  from  general  Schuyler  refpe£l- 
jng  fome  Caghnawaga  Indians ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  20th  front 
general  gates  at  Van  Schaack's  Ifland  ;  one  of  the  24th  from 
colonel  H.  Hollingfworth  at  the  head  of  Elk  ;  one  of  the 
13th  from  colonel  G.  Morgan  at  fort  Pitt,  with  a  copy  of 
fundry  conferences  held  with  the  Indians  ;  and  one  of  the 
16th  from  doflor  Shippen  ;  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  general  Wafhington's  letter  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs;  that  fo  much  of  colo- 
nel Morgan's  letter  as  relates  to  money  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  that  the 
letter  from  doctor  Shippen  be  referred  to  the  medical  com- 
mittee. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  6f 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  To  Peter  and  Daniel  Mallet,  a  balance 
of  their  accounts  for  fupplying  and  paying  the  nine  regi- 
ments from  North  Carolina,  their  rations  from  the  time  of 
leaving  that  ftate  to  the  ill  of  Auguft  inflant,  amounting  to 
J4613  39-90  dollars,  of  which  they  received  from  Benjamin 
Harrifon,  efq;  deputy  paymafter  general  in  Virginia,  10,000 
dollars,  and  credit  for  rations  drawn  out  of  the  public  ftores, 
1020  50-90  dollars,  and  for  over  charge  in  rations  fupplied 
171    2-90  dollars  ;  the  balance  is  3421    77-90  dollars  : 

To  -  colonel  Hazen  800  dollars,  being  for  one  hundred 
half  Johannes'  he  paid  to  lieutenant  colonel  Edward  Antil 
of  his  regiment  in  February  1776,  to  be  employed  in  railing 
recruits  for  a  regiment  of  Canadians,  and  for  which  fum 
colonel  Antil  is  to  be  accountable  ;  this  fnm  was  charged 
jn  colonel  Hazen's  account  reported  the  r?cth  of  Iaft  month, 
but  the  commiffioners  deducted  it  from  the  balance,  until 
colonel  An  til's  receipt  fhould  be  produced,  which  is  now 
done  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which, 
was  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That    there    be    advanced    to  the    delegates    of 
the  commonwealth    of  Virginia     19:68  dollars,    agreeable 
to  an  application  from  governor  Henry  of   the    faid  com- 
monwealth. 
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monwealth,  by  letters  dated  the  24th  of  July  and  an  account 
of  expenditures  made  by  the  faid  commonwealth,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  the  faid  commonwealth 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  the  chevalier  de  Failly  380  dollars, 
in  addition  to  100  dollars  advanced  him  by  a  warrant  the  6th 
inftant,  it  being  in  full  of  his  pay  as  lieutenant  colonel  for 
eight  months  from  the  ill  of  December  lat't,  and  for  which 
he  is  to  be  charged  : 

That  a  warrant  be  iflued  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for 
500,000  dollars,  to  be  lent  to  the  paymafter  general  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  and  for  which  the  faid  paymaster  general  id 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  pay  be  allowed  to  the  officers  who 
ferved  on  board  the  fleet  on  lake  Champlain  as  is  allowed  to 
officers  of  equal  rank  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan, 
efquire,  commifTary  general  of  purchafes,  100,000  dollars, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  fpeedy  and  effectual 
meafures  for  having  fix  thoufand  ftandof  arms  brought  from 
the  magazine  at  Springfield  to  head  quarters. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  general  St.  Clair  was  read. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Sherer,  one  from  Jonathan  Pear- 
fon,  one  from  Juliana  Zedwitz,  one  from  Conrad  Miller, 
one  from  captain  Tenet,  and  one  from  William  Bunting, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,   That  they  be  difmiffed. 

A  petition  from  John  Rodgers,  and  one  from  Berfheba 
Parfons  were  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  them. 

A  petition  from  John  Cox  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  count  Pulafky  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications. 

A  memorial  from  Lewis  John  Baptift  Chamberon  de  Dan- 
tignac,  a  petition  from  Margaret  Crohon,  one  from  Thomas 
Hill,  one  from  Shewbert  Armitage,  and  one '  from  Mary 
Quick,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  memorial  from  lieutenant  Jean  Baptift  Moargues,  and 
one  from  baron  Holzendorf;  alfo  a  petition  from  Elizabeth 
Parfons,  and  one  from  captain  Buifben,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafur'y. 

A  memorial  from  Leonard  Prime  and  others  officers  of  the 
fleet  on  lake  Champlain  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referned  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  Levi  Hollingfworth  and  Nicholas  Rufk 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  and  Maryland. 

A  letter  ot  this  day  from  general  Wafhington  at  Cheftef, 
inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Schuyler 
at  Albany,  with  a  return  of  the  Northern  army  ;  alfo  a  copy 
of  one  of  the  19th  from  general  Lincoln  to  general  Schuyler, 
with  a  copy  of  general  Burgoyne's  inftrudtions  to  lieutenant 
colonel  Baum,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  inftructions  of  general  Burgoyne  to 
lieutenant  colonel  Baum  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  on  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga 
and  fort  Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general 
officers  in  the  Northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacua- 
tion, and  the  queftion  being  put  to  agree  to  the  firft  paragraph, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  the  ftate  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  are  as  follows 


YEAS. 

Mr, 

Froth 

Mr. 

Folfara, 

Mr. 

S-  Adams, 

Mr. 

J.  Adams, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

YEAS. 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Sergeant, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  P.   L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Brownlon. 


NAYS. 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Harnett. 
Mr.  Penn, 


The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referrred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,   Auguft  26,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wilming- 
ton, inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  H.  Hollingfworth  ;  a 

letter 
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letter  of  the  24th  from  colonel  Hollingfvvorth  ;  one  of  the 
13th  from  lieutenant  colonel  Carrington  at  Yorktown  Virgi- 
nia ;  and  an  application  from  monf.  du  Loud  ray  ;  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  monf.  du  Coudray's  application 
as  relates  to  money  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  colonel  Hollingfworth  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

The  delegates  of  Georgia  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from 
Ebenezer  S.  Piatt,  dated  Newgate  in  London,  16th  of  May 
1777,  and  directed  to  Seth  Cuthbert,  merchant  in  Georgia, 
reprefenting  that  he  had  been  apprehended  and  imprifoned  on 
account  of  having  acted  under  the  authority  of  Cortgrefs,  and 
recjuefting  to  be  fupplied  with  a.  fum  of  money,  and  that  he 
may  be  demanded  in  exchange  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  American  commiffioners  at  the  court  of 
France  be  directed  t©  fupply  the  faid  Ebenezer  S.  Piatt  with 
a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  ;  and  that 
they  demand  his  perfon  in  exchange  for  fome  perfon  in  our 
power  : 

Refolded,  That  the  fum  fo  to  be  advanced  be  charged  to 
the  ftate  of  Georgia. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  A-  Spotfwood,  of  the  2d  Virgi- 
nia regiment,  with  fundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  bid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made  to  order  the  firft  and  third  battalions, 
of  New-Jerfey  troops  to  be  Rationed  in  New-Jerfey  until  the 
further  order  of  Congrefs,  and  to  take  fuch  pofts  as  will  be 
mod  effectual  for  fecuring  the  parts  of  New-Jerfey  lying  to 
the  Northward  of  Amboy  from  the  frequent  excursions  of 
the  enemy  from  Staten-Iihnd  ;  and  that  general  Wafhington 
be  informed  of  the  faid  battalions  being  detained  for  the  above 
purpofe : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Refohed,  That  if  any  member  chufes  to  have  the  ayes  and 
noes  taken  upon  any  queftion,  he  fhall  move  for  the  fame  pre- 
vious to  the  prefident's  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  on  fuch 
queftion,  and  if  the  motion  be  feconded,  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  each  ftate  fhall  be  called  upon  to  anfvver  ay  or  no  to 
the  queftion,  which  anfwcr  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal 
and  the  queftion  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  ftates  as 
the  majority  of  votes  in  each  fhall  make  appear. 

£  r  2  Re/oh 
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Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellency  the 
preiident  and  the  honorable  the  executive  council  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  to  lend  the  commander  in  chief  two  brafs 
twelve  pounders  belonging  to  the  faid  ftate. 

Refolved,  That  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  be  requefted  to  order  all  the  leaden  ipouts  in  Philadel- 
phia to  be  taken  down  for  the  ufe  of  the  laboratory. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Craig  and  ThomasDorfey  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  oh  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  eonfideration  of  the  memorial  from 
colonel  Hazen,  the  report  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the 
report  of  the  commiffioners  of  claims  on  the  account  of  colo- 
nel Hazen  ;   and  after  debate 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  reports  be  re-committed. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffione's  of  claims  be  inftrinfted  to 
diltinguifh  between  the  Turns  due  to  colonel  M.  Hazen  for  hard 
money  advanced  by  him,  and  thofe  due  to  him  for  commo- 
dities furnifhed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  the  former  fums  be  repaid  to  him  in  hard 
money  with  intereft  at  fix  per  cent,  from  the  ill  May  1776. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  account- 
able. 

Whereas  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware  are  threa- 
tened with  an  immediate  invafion  from  a  powerful  army,  who 
have  already  landed  at  the  head  of  Chefapeak  bay  ;  and  where- 
as the  principles  of  policy  and  felf-prefervation  require  that 
all  perfons  who  may  reafonably  be  fufpected  of  aiding  or 
abetting  the  caufe  of  the  enemy  may  be  prevented  from  pur- 
luing  meafurts  injurious  to  the  general  weal  : 

Refolved,  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  ftates  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Delaware  be  requefted  to  caufe  all  perfons 
within  their  refpc&ive  ftates  notorioufly  difaffec~ted  forthwith 
to  be  apprehended,  difarmed  and  fecured,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  refpe£live  ftates  think  they  may  be  releafed  without  injury 
to  the  common  caufe. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  caufe  a  diligent 
fearch  to  be  made  in  the  houfes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  who  have  not  manifefted  their  attachment 
to  the  American  caufe,  for  fire  arms,  fwords  and  bayonets  ; 
that  the  owners  of  the  arms  fo  found  be  paid  for  them  at  an 
appraifed  value,  and  that  they  be  delivered  to  fuch  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  who  are  at  prefent  unarmed 
and  have  been  called  into  the  field.  Ordered ', 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnifli  the  (late  of  Mary- 
land with  as  many  fire  arms  as  can  be  fpared  for  arming  their 
militia  now  called  into  fervice 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel  baron 

de  Holtzendorf  300  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,    That  there  be   advanced  to  colonel  G.  Morgan 

20,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which 

he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel  the  chevalier 
de  Failly  184.  dollars,  for  three  months  pay  from  the  firft  of 
this  month  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major  de  Bois  150  dollars,  for 
three  months  pay,  commencing  the  firft  of  this  mortfh. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjultment  by  the  commiiiioaers  of 
claims  the  auditor  general  reports, 
That  there  is  due, 

To  James  Mitchel,  late  a  ferjeant  in  colonel  Stewart's  re- 
giment, three  months  half  pay.  being  from  the  ;  it  day  of  May 
laft,  the  time  he  fettled  with  the  paymafter,  to  the  i  ft  initant, 
at  which  time  he  enlilied  in  colonel  Nicola's  corps,  he  being; 
an  invalid,  12  dollars  : 

To  the  commiflioners  of  claims  8  dollars,  which  they  ad- 
vanced to  Samuel  Hamel  James  Mc  Calliiter,  &c.  for  taking 
up  a  certain  Robert  M'Cann,  a  deferter  from  captain  Robert 
Smith's  company,  of  colonel  Feebucker  s  regimen-  and  de- 
livered him  to  Robert  Jewell,  keeper  of  the  itate  prifon,  viz. 
5  dollars  for  taking  him  up  and  3  dollars  for  expences  : 

To  Nathaniel  Jones,  a  balance  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon 
imprefTed  to  biing  money  from  Baltimore,  11  days  out  and 
home,  42  dollars,  of  which  he  received  from  M.  Hillegas, 
efq;  20  dollars  ;  the  ballance  is  22  dollars: 

To  fundry  perfons  of  Northumberland  county  belonging  to 
colonel  Potter  s  battalion  of  militia,  for  rifles,  guns  and  blan- 
kets taken  and  appraifed  for  the  ufe  of  captain  William  Gray's 
company  of  the  faid  battalion  fome  time  in  December  lait, 
which  articles  were  not  returned  to  the  owners,  but  delivered 
up  to  the  continental  ftore,  as  appears  by  certificates  1208 
12-90  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  briga- 
dier Potter  or  his  order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  feveral  matters   to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,    -dugujl  27,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  J  M'Kinly.  prefident  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware  ;  one  of  the  5th  and  one  of  the  10th  from 
brigadier  general  de  Roche  Fermoy  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Frances  de  Bois  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difmifTed. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Bailor  to  colonel  Harrifon  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Lewis  John 
Baptifte  Chamberon  de  Dantignac,  was  referred,  brought  ia 
a  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  difmifTed. 

A  petition  from  rnonf.  de  Ganot  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideratiou  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  the  evacuation  of  liconderoga  and  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, &c. 

In  confidering  the  2d  paragraph,  it  was  moved  to  add  thefe 
\vords,  "  and  his  reafons  for  abfence  from  Ticonderoga  at 
the  time  of  the  enemy's  approach  to  that  poll;" 

Qneftion  put,  paifed  in  the  negative. 

In  debating  the  7th  paragraph  fundry  amendments  were 
moved  and  agreed,  viz. 

After  "  number"  infert  "  equipment." 

After  f  militia"  infert  "  and  the  term  of  fervice  for  which 
they  were  engaged." 

On  motion  to  ftrikeout  "  where  the  gei-eral  officers  march- 
ed in  the  retreat"  and  infert  in  lieu  thereof  '«  and  the  raan- 
fter  in  which  the  retreat  was  conducted." 

New-Hampfhire,  Mr.   Froft,  no\ 

Mr    Folfom,        no  J  , 
Maffachufetts-Eay,        Mr.   S   Adams,  no' 


Mr 

Mr.  Gerry 

Mr 

Rhode-Ifland,  Mr.  Marchant,  no  \  no 

Connneciicut,  Mr.  Dyer,  no 

Mr.  Law,  no 

Mr,  Williams,  no 

New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Clark,  ay 

Mr.  Sergeant,  no  J>-  ay 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 


S    Adams,  «o~l 

J.  Adams,  no  I 

Gerry,  no  C 

Lovell,  no  j 

'i 


ennfylvania 
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Pennfylvania,  Mr,  Morris,         ay 

Mr.  Wilfon,         ay 
Mr.  Clymer,        ay  J    ^ 
Mr.   Roberdeau,  no_ 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  ay\  a 


I 


Ir.  Harrifon,     ay"~} 

[r.  R    H.  Lee,  ay  / 

Ir.  F,  L.  Lee,  ay  [    -* 

!r.  Jones,  ay  J 

°yl 

ay  \ 


Mr.  W    Smith,  ay 
Virginia,  Mr.   Harrifon, 

Mr 

Mi 

Mi 
North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   Burke,  ay  j-  ay 

Mr.   Harnett,        ay 

South.  Carolina,  Mr.   Hey  ward,     ayl    ,.   . ,  , 

tm-      T  f  divided. 

Mr.   .Laurens,       »GJ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Brovvnfon,    ay  \  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

In  debating  the  Sth  paragraph  it  was  moved  and  agreed 
after  '*  number'   to  infert  "  and  fize  :" 

after  "  cannon"  to  infert  '.*  and  whether  any  were  removed 
before  the  evacuattion.'' 

A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  the  laft  paragraph,  viz. 

"  That  if  upon  fuch  enquiry  a  well  grounded  fufpicion 
(hall  arife,  that  the  lofs  of  thofe  important  pods  was  owing 
to  neglect  or  mifcondudt  of  any  officer  or  officers  in  faid  de- 
partment, Congrefs  may  give  the  neceffary  direction  for  bring- 
ing fuch  officer  or  officers  to  trial,  according  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war  :'*  and  inftead  thereof  infert, 

"  That  upon  fuch  enquiry  and  collection  of  facts,  the 
whole  be  tranfmitted  by  the  faid  committee  to  general  Wafh- 
ington,  with  direction  for  him  to  proceed  thereupon,  either 
by  court  of  enquiry  or  court  martial,  as  mail  be  moft  pro- 
per and  comforroable  to  the  law  martial,  for  examining  in- 
to the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  who  commanded  in 
the  Northern  department  at  the  time  Ticonderoga  was  eva- 
cuated : " 

It  was  moved  to  amend  this  by  finking  out  "  either  by 
court  of  enquiry  or  court  martial,  as  fhall  be  moft  proper 
and  conformable  to  the  law  martial,"  and  inftead  thereof  to 
infert  thefe  words,  "  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war  :" 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  to  ftrjjte  out  what  follows 

the 
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the  word  "  fa^rs,"  and  infert  "  a  copy  of  the  whole  be? 
tranfmitted  by  the  faid  committee  ;o  general  Washington, 
and  that  thereupon  he  appoint  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of 
the  general  officers  who  were  in  the  Northern  department 
when  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Independence  were  evacuated, 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  ' 

Queilion  put  on  the  laft  amendment,  refolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Qfieftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion  as  amended — • 

New- Hampshire,  Mr.   Froft,  nol 

Mr    Folfom,         noy 

Maflachufetts»Bay,         Mr.  S.   Adams,  ay  -\ 

Mr-.   J     Adams,   ay  I 

Mr.    Gerry,  ay  \ 

Mr.   Lovell,  ay  J 

Rh.ode-Tfla.nd,  Mr.   Marchant,     no  \  no 

Connecticut,  Mr.    Dyer,  ay~] 

Mr.   Law,  ay  >  ay 

Mi     Williams,      ayj 
New-Jerfey,  Mr.   Clark,  ay\ 

Mr.   Sergeant,       ay  J    ~ 
Pennfylvania,  Mr.   Wilfon,         ay^ 

Mr    Clymer,         ay  >  ay 
Mr.    Roberdeau,  ay  J 

Maryland,  Mr.   Chafe,  ayl    ,.   .  ,  , 

tv/t      w     q    m,         t  divided. 
JVlr.    VV.    bmith,  no  J 

Virginia,  Mr.   Harrifon,      cyS 

Mr.    R.  H.  Lee.  no  I 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay  f^ 

Mr.   Jones,  ayj 

North -Carolina,  Mr.    Burke,  ay  ) 

Mr.    Harnett,        ay  \  a* 

South- Carolina,  Mr.   Hey  ward,     ayl     ..... 

Mr  .  ■'J-  divided. 

r.  L«aurens,        no} 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affimative. 
The  report  as  amended  and  agreed  to  is  as  follows: 
Refolvtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  Con- 
grefs  be  appointed  and  authorifed  to  correfpond  with. 
public  or  private  perfons,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  ftates,  in  order  to  collect  the  clear- 
ell  and  fillelt  evidence  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the 
Northern  department,  and  alfo  of  the  ftate  of  the  troops, 
military  ftores   and   provifions,  at  the   faid  pods  before  and 

36 
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And  at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  was  determined  up~ 

on:  .  .  .'      • 

To  call  for  and  examine  the  minutes  of  the  council  of  war, 

to  enquire  what  orders  were  given  from  time  to  time  by  the 

Commander  in  chief  of  that  department : 

To  enquire  particularly  if  the  barracks  and  ftores  were  de- 
ftroyed  or  left  Handing : 

To  enquire  of  the  quarter  mailer  general  and  commifTary 
general  what  quantity  of  provifion  had  been  laid  up  at  Ti- 
conderoga or  near  it  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon,  and  what 
ineafures  were  taken  or  taking  for  throwing  in  farther  fup- 
plies  : 

To  inform  themfelves  as  fully  as  poflible  of  the  number, 
appointment  and  movements  of  the  erfemy  from  the  time  of 
their  landing  to  the  time  of  evacuating  the  fort,  and  alfo  of 
the  number,  quality  and  condition  of  the  garrifon  j  and  if 
any,  and  what  meafures  were  taken  to  gain  intelligence  of 
the  flrength  of  the  enemy  by  the  commander  in  chief  or  the 
commanding  officer  at  Ticonderoga  : 

To  enquire  of  the  cloathier  general  what  cloathing  from 
time  to  time  had  been  iflued  for  the  ufe  of  the  Northern  de- 
partment, and  from  other  public  officers  into  the  expenditure 
of  fuch  general  iffues  : 

To  enquire  into  the  number,  equipment  and  behaviour  of  the 
militia  and  the  term  of  fervice  for  which  they  were  engaged, 
at  arid  before  the  time  of  the  evacuation  ;  into  the  fituation 
and  condition  of  the  lines  at  Ticonderoga  and  the  fortifica- 
tions upon  Mount  Independence  ;  what  works  had  been  thrown 
up  by  the  enemy,  what  polls  they  had  taken  and  the  dif- 
tance  of  their  works  ;  what  orders  had  been  given  by  the 
commanding  officer  for  directing  and  regulating  a  retreat, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  retreat  was  conducted;  what 
orders  were  given  relative  to  the  lick,  what  care  taken  of 
them  ;  whether  any  continental  troops  and  what  number 
were  at  Albany  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  how  long  they 
had  been  there,  and  why  they  were  not  ordered  to  Ticon- 
deroga : 

To  enquire  into  the  number  and  fize  of  cannon,  and 
whether  any  were  removed  before  the  evacuation,  the  quan- 
tity and  fpecies  of  military  (lores,  the  flate  of  the  arms, 
both  of  the  continental  foldiers  and  militia,  whether  the 
troops  were  furnifhed  with  bayonets  and  whether  there  were 

Vot.  Ilr.  S  s  any 
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any  and  what  number  of  pikes  or  fpears  proper  for  defend- 
ing lines : 

That  upon  fuch  enquiry  and  collection  of  facts,  a  copy 
of  the  whole  be  tranfmitted  by  the  faid  committee  to  ge- 
neral Wafhington,  and  that  thereupon  he  appoint  a  court 
martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the 
Northern  department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Inde- 
pendence were  evacuated,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  article* 
of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  AuguJliS,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2 1  ft  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  May  from  B.  Franklin  at 
Paris,  refpedting  the  count  Pulafky  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the 
25th  from  count  Pulafky ;  one  of  the  14th  from  Jofeph. 
Trumbull,  efq;  at  the  crofs  roads  ;  and  a  petition  from 
John  Young  were  read  :  alfo  a  letter  from  baron  de  Kalb, 
inclofing  a  letter  directed  to  general  Howe,  and  a  letter 
of  the  25th  from  M.  Hillegas,  treafurer  at  Yorktown;  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Trumbull  and  that 
from  Mr.  Hillegas  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  5 
that  the  petition  from  J.  Young,  and  fo  much  of  the  ba- 
ron de  Kalb's  letter  as  relates  to  his  application  for  leave 
to  return  to  France,  by  the  way  of  New- York,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  baron  de  Kalb's  letter  and  the 
letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  one  enclofed,  and 
the  letter  from  count  Puiafky  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  applications. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  from  brigadier  A.  Buchanan  at  Bal- 
timore was  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
federation the  ftate  of  South -Carolina  and  Georgia,  be  alfo 
impowered  to  confider  and  report  upon  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  committee  to 
collect  evidence  and  facts  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Ti- 
conderoga and  Mount  Independence,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken, 

Mr.  Laurensj  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  were 
elected. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  refpe&ing  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  eva- 
cuation of  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Independence,  &c.  be 
fent  to  each  of  the  general  officers  who  were  in  the  Nor- 
thern department  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  and  that 
they  be  publiftied  in  the  news  papers. 

Ordered,  'That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  board  of  war  for  public  fervice,  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Sullivan  at  Hanover, 
with  filndry  papers  inclofed,  alfo  another  from  him  without; 
date,  trerd  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  25th,  with  the  papers  in- 
clofed, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr,  Duer  and 
Mr.   R.  H.  Lee. 

Refohed,  That  when  a  ftate  is  unreprefented  in  Congrefs, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  for,  the  opinion  of  the 
members  of  the  ftate  unreprefented  {hall  be  called  for  and 
entered  on  the  journal,  the  name  of  fuch  members  being  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  an  afterifk. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning,  im- 
mediately after  reading  the  public  letters,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  re- 
port of  the  treafury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing 
Supplies  and  the  letters  of  the  commiffioners  at  Paris  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  prefident 
for  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  James  Meafe,  efquire,  cloathier 
general,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  cornniilfioaers  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due, 

To  Abraham  Berlin,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  North* 
ampton  county,  for  his  account  of  rations  fupplied  colonel 
Hand's  battalion  laft  winter  at  Eafton,  as  well  as  the  mi- 
litia who  were  on  their  way  to  camp,  834  22-90  dollars,  and 
for  his  trouble  and  expences  in  advancing  great  part  of  the 
money  and  for  paying  the  remainder,  40  dollars,  the  whole 
amounting  to  864  22-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid.     - 

Congrefs   relumed    the  confideration   of  the   report    of 
S  8  2  the 
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the  committee  appointed  to  enquire   into  ^he  ftate  of  the  ar- 
my  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  cloathier  general  be  directed  forth- 
with to  inform  himfelf,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  num- 
ber qf  blankets,  (hoes,  hofe  and  (hirts,  that  will  be  want- 
ed for  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  fall  and, 
winter  next  enfuing,  exclufive  of  thofe  now  in  (lore,  or  for 
which  he  has  contracted  ;  that  he  apply  for  the  fame  to  the, 
feveral  affemblies  or  executive  authorities  of  the  ftates  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- Jfiand,  Con- 
necticut, New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  each  (late,  and  fend  t» 
each  an  attefted  copy  of  this  refolve  :  and  it  is  earneftly  re- 
commended to  the  feveral  ftates  aforefaid  to  call  on  the  in- 
habitants of  their  refpedlive  counties,  cities,  towns  or  dif- 
tricTts  to  manufa&ure  or  furnifti  their  proportions  of  the  faid 
articles  ;  and  the  (aid  ftates  are  defired  to  appoint  fuitable 
perfons  to  infpeft  the  quality  of  the  articles  thus  fupplied, 
and  ti  order  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  cloathier's  agent  in 
each  ftate,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  for  the  fame  on  the 
delivery  thereof:    ■ 

That  the  cloathier  general  be  directed  forthwith  to  apply 
to  the  commander  in  chief  and  commander  of  each,  conti- 
nental diftri£l,  and  inform  himfelf  of  the  number  of  affift- 
a.nt  cloathiers  neceflary  for  the  army  and  detached  parts 
within  their  feveral  commands  ;  that  he  appoint  without 
delay  as  many  affiftants  as  they  may  refpeclively  judge  ne- 
ceflary, and  report  their  names  to  Congrefs  ;  that  he  take 
effectual  care  to  fend  to  each  afllftant  a  proportion  of  the 
claathing  on  hand,  and  full  fupplies  as  foon  as  may  be,  or- 
dering the  faid  affillants  to  give  receipts  for  the  fame  ;  that 
he  be  careful  to  dire£l  the  feveral  affiftants  to  give  to  each 
no.n-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  the  cloathing  due  to  him 
by  the  articles  of  inliftment  and  take  receipts  ;  and  that  they 
fupply  the  army  with  fuch  other  cloathing  as  (hall  be  necefla- 
ry  at  the  average  coft  and  charges  thereof  ;  that  he  furnifh 
each  afllftant  with  the  names  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  divifions  or  corps  to  which  he  may  be  af- 
flgned,  who  have  received  the  bounty  of  cloathing  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  alfo  with  the  account  of  each  officer  and 
foldier  in  fuch  divifion  or  corps,  who  is  indebted  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  articles  of  cloathing,  that  he  diredl  each  afllf- 
tant 
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tant  on  the  firfl:  day  of  every  month  to  render  to  the  refpec- 
tive  regimental  paymafters  in  the  divifions  or  corps  to  which 
he  is  afligned,  particular  accounts  cf  all  the  cloathing  for 
which  the  officers  and  men  are  refpeclively  indebted  ;  and 
the  feveral  regimental  paymafters  are  hereby  directed  to  make 
the  proper  ftoppages  from  the  pay  rolls  for  difcharging  the 
faid  accounts,  and  to  deliver  the  money  to  the  afiiflant  cloa- 
thiers  refpeftively,  taking  their  receipts  and  delivering  them 
to  the  paymafter  or  deputy  paymalter  general  to  be  filed  in 
his  office  until  required  by  the  cominiffioners  of  accounts  or 
other  proper  authority  ;  that  the  feveral  afliftants  deliver  the 
money  fo  received  to  the  clothier  general  and  account  with 
him  for  all  the  cloathing  which  they  may  receive  as  afore- 
faid. 

Refolded,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhingtonbe  directed,  if  the  fer- 
▼ice  will  permit,  to  order  a  fkilful  engineer  and  an  experien- 
ced artillerift  to  repair  immediately  to  the  city  ot  Annapolis 
in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  there  to  obey  the  directions  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  that  ftate. 

Ordered,  That  monf.  P.  F.  de  Bois  repair  immediately  ta 
the  Northern  department. 

Congrefs  adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Five  0  clock,   P.  M. 

,In  purfuanee  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due, 

To  Abraham  Terrill  and  Charles  Tooker,  for  the  dama- 
ges they  fuftained  in  a  fmall  fchooner  belonging  to  them  in 
her  fails,  rigging  and  hull,  the  faid  fchooner  being  employed 
by  general  Mercer  in  an  intended  attack  on  Staten  Ifland  July 
1776,  in  which  (he  was  funk  and  fuftered  the  faid  damages, 
agreeable  to  appraifement  and  certificates,  13  }  60-90  dollars, 
to  be  pai-d  to  Abraham  Clark,  efquire  : 

To  Belcher  P.  Smith,  for  three  months  fervices  to  general 
Maxwell  laft  winter  in  Jerfey  in  capacity  of  his  clerk,  and 
fo<-  other  fervices,    1  50  dollars. 

To  Robert  Jewell,  his  account  of  diet  for  prifoners  from 
22d  July  to  29th  inftant  inclufive,  371  52-90  dollars  : 

To  Allen  Cameron,  a  balance  of  his  allowance  as  pri- 

foncr, 


360      JOURNALS    OF   CONGRESS. 

foner  from  24th  December  1776  to  25th  July  laft,  54  77-90 
dollars. 

To  ertfign  Enoch  Welfh,  his  expences  conducing  Britifh 
prifoners  to  their  lines  and  on  his  return  to   this  city,  being 
&X  days  for  himfelf"  and  horfe  17   12-90  dollars  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  paymafter  general 
of  the  Northern,  Eaftern  and  Southern  departments  be  aug- 
mented to  80  dollars  per  month. 

That  the  affiftants  to  the  paymafter  general  and  deputy 
paymafters  general,  whom  they  are  refpc&ively  authorifed  to 
appoint  where  fuch  officers  fhall  be  neceflary,  (hall  receive 
for  the  time  of  their  actual  fervice  50  dollars  a  month  : 

That  the  paymafter  general  and  deputy  paymafters  gene- 
ral mail  be  obliged  refpe&ively  to  take  bond  of  their  refpec- 
tive  affiftants  appointed  by  them  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  trull,  in  fuch  penalties  as  the  commander  in 
chief  or  commanding  officer  of  the  department  fhall  di- 
rea. 

Refohed,  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Flowers,  com- 
miflary  general  of  military  ftores,  50,000  dollars  for  the  ufc 
of  his  department,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Sullivan, 
with  the  papers  incl*fed,    was  referred,  report, 

•*  That  the  feveral  teftimonies  which  have  been  publifhed 
firtce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  conteft  betwixt  Great- 
Britain  and  America,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  conduct 
and  converfation  of  a  number  of  perfons  of  confiderable 
wealth  who  profefs  themfelves  to  belong  to  the  fociety  of 
people  commonly  called  Quakers,  render  it  certain  and  no- 
torious that  thofe  perfons  are  with  much  rancour  and  birter- 
nefs  difaffetted  to  the  American  caufe  :  that  as  thefe  perfons 
will  have  it  in  their  power,  fo  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be 
their  inclination,  to  communicate  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
and  in  various  other  ways  to  injure  the  counfels  and  arms  of 
America  : 

That  when  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  December  1776 
were  bending  their  progrefs  towards  the  eity  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  certain    feditious  publication  addreffed    "  To  our 

"  friends 
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*'  friends  and  brethren  in  religious  profeffion  in  thefe  and 
"  the  adjacent  provinces,"  figned  "  John  Pemberton  in 
«»  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  Sufferings  held  at  Phi- 
**  ladelphia  for  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey,  the  26th  of 
f  12th  month  1776,"  was  publifhed,  and  as  your  com- 
mittee is  credibly  informed  circulated  amongft  many  mem* 
bersofthe  fociety  called  quakers  throughout  the  different 
ftates  : 

That  as  the  feditious  paper  aforefaid  originated  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  as  the  perfons  whofe  names  arc 
under  mentioned  have  uniformly  manifefted  a  difpofition 
highly  inimical  to  the  caufe  of  America,  therefore 

Refolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  fupreme 
executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  forthwith  to 
apprehend  and  fecure  the  perfons  of  Jofhua  Fifher,  Abel 
James,  James  Pemberton,  Henry  Drinker,  Ifraelt'emberton, 
John  Pemberton,  John  James,  Samuel  Pleafants ;  Thomai 
Wharton,  fenior,  Thomas  Fifher  fon  of  Jofhua,  and  Samuel 
Fifher  fon  of  Jofhua,  together  with  all  fuch  papers  in  their 
pofTeflion  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature. 

**  And  whereas  there  is  flrong  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
thefe  perfons  maintain  a  correfpondence  and  connection  high- 
ly prejudicial  to  the  public  fafety;  not  only  in  this  ftate# 
but  in  the  feveral  ftates  of  America 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  refpedlive  ftates  forthwith  to  apprehend  and 
fecure  ail  perfons,  as  well  among  the  people  called  quakers 
as  others,  who  have  in  their  general  conduct  and  converfa- 
tion  evidenced  a  difpofition  inimical  to  the  caufe  of  Ameri- 
ea  ;  and  that  the  perfons  fo  feized  be  confined  in  fuch  places 
and  treated  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  confiftent  with  their 
refpective  characters  and  fecurity  of  their  perfons  : 

That  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Meetings  of  Sufferings 
in  the  refpe&ive  ftate3  be  forthwith  fecured  and  carefully 
examined,  and  that  fuch  parts  of  them  as  may  be  of  a  politi- 
cal nature  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs." 

The  faid  report  being  read,  and  the  feveral  paragraphs 
confidered  and  debated,  and  the  queftion  put  feverally  there- 
on, the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  remove  under  guard 
to  a  place    of  fecurity  out   of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 

the 
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the  honorable  John  Penn,  efquire,  and  Benjamin  Chew> 
efquire  ;  and  that  they  give  orders  for  having  them  fafely 
fecured  and  entertained  agreeable  td  their  rank,  and  ttatiori 
in  life. 

A  letter  of  the  28th.  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wil- 
mington was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd* 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augufl  29,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wil* 
mington  was  read. 

A  motion  being  made  refpefting  the  militia, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  governor  Livingfton  be  requefted  to  lend 
Congrefs  fuch  number  of  arms  as  can  be  procured  in  the  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey,  or  if  arms  can  be  purchafed  in  that  ftate  that 
he  will  appoint  proper  perfons  to  collect  and  pay  for  them  at 
continent?.!  expence. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
coniider  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means, 
&c.  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  confi- 
dered  farther  the  report  to  them  referred  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  Congrefs  will  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  &c. 

Rtfofoed,  That  each  affiflant  cloathier  be  allowed  50  dol- 
lars a  month,  and  the  rations  of  a  captain. 

The  committee  on  the  ireafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  tb  lieutenant  colonel 
chevalier  de  Franval  540  dollars,  for  nine  months  pay  com- 
mencing lit  December  la  ft,  ending  ift  September  next. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  James  Meafe,  efquire,  cloa- 
thier general,  20,000  dollars,  to  be  remitted  by  him  to  Geor- 
gia for  cloathing  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  which 
fum  is  part  of  the  money  directed  to  be  fent  to  that  ftate, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  troops. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday,  -Agiifl  30,  1777, 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wil- 
mington was  read. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Wcndal  Owry  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confederation  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  iome  progrefs  there- 
in, but  not  having  come  to  a  concluiion,  defire  leave  to  lit 
again. 

Refolved,  That  on  Monday  next  Congrefs  will  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the 
report  of  the  treafury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fup- 
plie5,  &c. 

The  board  of  war  report  "  that  there  are  in  Philadelphia 
between  two  and  three  thoufand  arms  which  might  in  a  fhort 
time  be  repaired,  if  workmen  could  be  procured  to  perform, 
the  fervice,  but  as  great  numbers  of  the  artificers  are  in  the 
militia,  few  of  thofe  arms  will  be  fpeedily  repaired  unlefs  the 
■workmen  are  permitted  to  leave  the  field  and  work  on  the 
arms  ;"  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  detach, 
from  the  mihtia,  as  foon  as  poffible,  fuch  a  number  of  work- 
men as  he  fhall  think  necefTary  to  repair  with  difpatch  the 
arms  now  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  there  is  no  other 
mode  of  fupplying  the  demands  of  the  militia  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  Delaware  and  Maryland  ftates,  great  numbers  of  whom 
are  now  in  the  field  without  arms. 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  John  Young,  «*  for  leave  to 
depart  from  the  continent,"  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  to  advance  a  fum  of  money  to  the  de- 
legates of  Georgia  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  wat 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  iffuing  commifTaries  be  directed 
to  furnifh  the  director  general,  or  any  of  the  deputy  direc- 
tors or  their  afiiftants,  with  fuch  provifions  as  any  of  them, 
fhall  from  time  to  time  demand  by  an  order  in  writing  foe 
the  ufe  of  any  temporary  hofpital  which  fhall  be  ettablifh- 

Vol.  III.  T  t  ed, 
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ed,  which  order  with  the  receipt  of  the  fteward  endorfed 
thereon,  mall  be  a  fufficient  voucher  for  fuch  iffuing  com- 
mifiary,  who  is  alfo  required  to  keep  fuch  vouchers  feparate, 
and  makt  a  feparate  entry  of  the  fame  in  his  books,  charg- 
ing the  director  who  ordered  the  fame,  therewith. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,     September  i,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  Auguft  from  general  Washington 
at  Wilmington  ;  one  of  the  25th  of  the  fame  month  from  ge- 
neral Gates,  inclofing  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Ar- 
nold at  Mohawk  river,  ten  miles  above  fort  Dayton  ;  and 
One  of  the  22d  from  colonel  Ganfevort  at  fort  Schuyler  ;  ano- 
ther letter  of  the  58th  of  Auguft  from  general  Gates,  in- 
clofing one  of  the  24th  from  general  Arnold,  giving  an  ac- 
count that  the  enemy  have  retreated  from  fort  Schuyler  with 
the  greateft  precipitation,  leaving  their  tents  (landing,  their 
provifions,  ammunition,   &c.  were   read. 

Another  letter  of  the  28th  of  Auguft  from  general  Gates, 
with  a  paper  inclofed  refpe&ing  the  cloathing  granted  to 
foldiers  ;  one  of  this  date  from  general  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
one  of  the  27th  of  Auguft  from  Jonathan  Hudfon  at  Balti- 
more ;  one  of  the  28th  from  R.  White,  deputy  commiffary 
general  of  iffues,  refpec"ting  the  rations  claimed  by  the  foldi- 
ers ;  and  one  of  the  31ft  from  general  Sullivan,  giving  an 
account  of  his  expedition  on  Staten-Ifland,    were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  Northern  department 
and  that  from  general  Sullivan  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  intelligence  : 

That  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  Auguft  from  general  Gates, 
'with  the  paper  inclofed  refpecting  cloathing,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy's 
letter  of  the  25th  of  July,  be  delivered  to  general  St.  Clair  : 

That  the  letter  from  Jonathan  Hudfon,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  from  R.  White  to  the  board  of 
war. 

Refohed,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint 
a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  late  expedition  by  general  Sullivan 
againft  the  Britifti  forces  on  Staten-Ifiand. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine 
committee,  for  public  fervice  at  Baltimore,  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  de- 
vife  a  plan  of  fupplying  the  army  with  neceflarics  on  the 
molt  reafonable  terms,  and  that  they  fit  on  this  bufinefa  and 
report  as  foon  as  poffible  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr; 
Duer. 

Refolved^,  That  three  commiflioners  be  appointed  imme- 
diately to  confider  of  the  pra&ieability  of  burning  the 
enemy's  fleet  in  Chefapeak  bay  ;  that  they  confult  with 
general  Wafhington  on  this  fubject,  and  if  it  appears  likely  to 
be  effected  that  they  proceed  with  all  diligence  to  the  execu- 
tion thereof,  that  they  be  authorifed  to  purchafe  on  the  mod 
reafonable  terms  they  can,  or  employ  any  veffels  that  may 
be  convenient  for  the  purpofe  of  fire  fhips,  and  that  they 
have  power  to  make  ufe  of  any  continental  merchant  fhips 
or  veffels  that  may  be  near  the  place  for  the  fame  fervice  ; 
and  that  they  have  authority  to  purfue  all  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  effectual  to  the  right  execution  of  this  important 
bufinefs  ;  and  in  cafe  it  fhall  be  judged  proper  to  undertake 
the  project  that  the  fame  rewards  be  given  to  thofe  employ- 
ed in  the  execution  as  are  offered  for  the  fame  purpofe  ia. 
Delaware  river  and  at  Rhode  Ifland. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  commiflioners  be  pofi> 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  iflue  a  warrant  to  the  treafur- 
er  to  tranfmit  to  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  dollars,  for  which  the  faid 
auditor  general  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Matthew  Irwine,  agent  to  Jo- 
feph  Trumbull,  efq;  late  commifiary  general,  50,000  dollars, 
which  Mr.  Trumbull  reprefents  to  be  neceflary  to  difcharge 
contracts  he  is  engaged  id  for  provifions  and  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Whereas  two  bills  have  been  prefented  to  the  delegates 
of  Georgia,  drawn  on  them  by  the  governor  of  the  ftate 
of  Georgia,  and  both  dated  the  12th  day  of  July  laft  ;  by 
one  of  which  the  faid  delegates  are  requefted  to  pay  to 
Thomas  Scott,  efquire,  or  order,  the  fum  of  14,000  dol- 
T  t  a  lavs, 
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lars,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  men  for  the  third  bat- 
talion of  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  and  by 
the  other  to  pay  captain  Clement  Na(h,  or  order,  5000 
dollars  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  the  faid  delegates  having 
applied  to  Congrefs  to  advance  the  faid  money  on  account 
of  the  faid  ftate,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  faid  biils, 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  the  faid  two  bills,  being 
19,000  dollars  be  accordingly  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  which  that  ftate  is  to  be  accountable,  and  that 
the  fame  be  confidered  and  charged  as  part  of  the  money 
agreed  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Georgia  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental troops  in  that  ftate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  D'Antignac 
120  dollars  for  three  months  pay,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre- 
sident refumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  their  further  confideration  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclu- 
fion  defire  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  Congrefs  will  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  conlider  farther  the  report  of 
the  treafury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adju-urned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    September  2,   1777. 

Two  letters  of  the  ift  from  generalWafhington  at  Wilming- 
ton, one  of  them  inclofing  a  declaration  of  general  Howe  of 
the  27th  Auguft,  alfo  intelligence  from  capt.  Hopkins  and  a 
depofition  of  Francis  Alexander  relative  to  brutal  beha- 
viour of  fome  of  the  enemy ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  26th 
Auguft  from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  prefident  of  the  council 
of  fafety  of  New- York,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of 
the  27th  of  thefame  month  from  general  Putnam,  with  the 
proceedings  of  courts  martial  on  Amos  Rofe  and  Lemuel 
Ackerly;  and  a  letter  from  J.  Hudfon  at  Baltimore;  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Hudfon  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury, 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Putnam,  and 
inform  him  that  in  conference  of  his  recommendation  Con- 

gr&fs 
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rrefs  agree  to  his  pardoning  Amos  Rofe  and  Lemuel  Ack- 
erly  who  are  fentenced  to  death  by  the  judgement  of  a  court 
martial. 

Refohed,  That  the  allowance  of  a  major  general  in  a  fepa- 
rate  department  be  extended  and  allowed  to  major  general 
Putnam  from  the  time  he  took  the  command  of  the  forces  at 
Peakfkill,  to  be  continued  to  him  fo  long  as  he  remains  in  that 
command. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington.  with 
the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelli- 
gence. 

A  memorial  from  James  Viellon  and  John  Tennet  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  petition  from  captain  John  Brlfben  was  read,  praying 
for  leave  on  account  of  his  domeftic  affairs,  to  refign  his  com- 
miffion  : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  refign. 

A  petition  from  Pierre  Burns,  William  Douglafs  and  o- 
thers  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Belcher  P  Smith  was  read,  piaying  for  an 
augmentation  of  his  falary  as  clerk  in  the    fecretary's  office  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committe  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  fhould 
be  advanced  to  monf  du  Coudray,  for  himfelf  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  who  came  with  him  to  America,  monf.  du  Cou- 
dray to  be  accountable  ;  viz.  for  monf.  du  Coudray  icoo  dol- 
lars, 

For  captains  Le  Brun,  Auguftin  Le  Brun,  Vareigne, 
Toufard,  de  Goy,  Picard,  Loyaute,  and  Parrifon,  each  2^0 
dollars 

Monf.  Noel,  furgeon  major,  300  dollars, 

Lieutenats  Parriffy,  Coyeti,  Matigny,  Bouchard,  Le 
Blanc,  Nivan,  Fonfrede,  Pomereul  Mattris,  Begard,  each 
200  dollars, 

Ten  ferjeants,  each  50  dollars;  making  in  the  whole  5800 
dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

A  motion  being  made  for  employing  the  gentlemen  who 
came  with  monf,  du  Coudray. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Jame:  Milligan,  or  his  or- 
der, 1236  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Jon.  Trum- 
bull, junior,  deputy  paymafter  general  in  the  Northern  depart- 
ment, cth  Auguit  laft,  in  favour  of  John  Carter  or  order  for 
that  fum,  it  being  for  fo  much  received  of  him  by  the  faid  de- 
puty paymafter  general  for  the  public  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  the  faid  deputy  paymafter  general  is  to  be 
accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  cemmiffioners  of 
claims  the  auditor  general  reports, 

That  there  is  due, 

To  Thomas  MTntire,  an  enfign  in  captain  Lennox's  com- 
pany of  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion,  a  balance  of  pay  and 
rations  due  to  him  from  the  ift  of  September  1776  to  the  7th 
of  Auguft  1777,  when  he  arrived  from  Long-Ifland,  198  dol- 
lars, of  which  he  received  from  James  Hunter,  paymafter  to 
the  4th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  72  dollars  ;  the  balance  is 
156  dollars  ;  and  for  rations  due  to  him  from  the  ift  of  Octo- 
ber to  the  1 6th  of  November  1776,  being  46  days  at  6d  per 
ration,  is  8  16-0.0,  both  fums  making  134  16-90  dollars: 

To  AUan  M'iJonnel,  Alexander  Allan  junior,  Renald  and 
Archibald  M*  Donnels,  prifoners  at  Reading,  and  their  three 
fervants,  1 2  weeks  allowance  from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  27th 
of  Auguft  at  28s-  each  for  themfelves,  and  78.  6d,  for  their 
fervants,  260  dollars. 

To  Willing,  Morris,  and  Co,  for  1 0000  quills  for  the  ufe 
of  the  treafury,  war  and  fecretary's  office,  266  60-90  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Anderfon,  a  private  for  his  half  pay  from  the 
2  2d  of  May,  the  time  he  was  difcharged  by  general  Maxwell's 
certificate,  to  the  22d  of  July,  the  time  he  inlifted  in  colonel 
Nicola's  corps  of  invalids,  6  60-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  report  be  made  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  of  the  refolution  they  have  come  to  on  the  report  re- 
ferred to  them. 

The  refolution  being  re.ad. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Refoked,  That  general  Waftiington  be  empowered  to  dif- 
pofe  of  colonel  Richardfon's  battalion  in  fuch  way  as  he  fhall 
think  proper,  and  that  he  fend  orders  to  colonel  Richardfon 
accordingly. 

Congrefs  was.  then  refolved  into  3  committee  of  the  whole 

and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  relumed  the  chair  and  Mr. 

Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  confidered  farther 

*  the 
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the  matters  referred  to  them  and  have  made  fome  progrefs 
therein,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion  dt fire  leave  to 
<lt  again. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  Congrefs  be  ref  lved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  report  of  the 
board  of  treafury  on  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies. 

In  Confequence  of  a  report  from  the  committee  of  intelli- 
gence. 

Ordered,  That  general  Sullivan's  letter  be  publifhed. 

A  motion  vras  made  to  apply  to  the  fupremc  executive  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania  for  a  quantity  of  copper  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    September  3,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  G.  Bryan,  efquire,  vice  prefident 
of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read, 
informing  that  "  in  confequence  of  the  recommendation  of 
Congrefs  and  their  own  perfuafion  of  the  propriety  and  necef- 
fity  of  the  meafure,  the  council  have  taken  up  feveral  perfons 
inimically  difpofed  towards  the  American  ftates  ;  that  few  of 
the  Quakers  among  thefe  are  willing  to  make  any  promife  of 
any  kind  ;  and  defiring  the  advice  of  Congrefs,  particularly 
whether  Augufta  and  Winchefter  in  Virginia  would  not  be 
fuitable  places  in  which  to  fecure  thefe  perfons  ;"  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  Quaker  prifoners 
being  fent  to  Virginia,  and  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  that 
Stanton  in  the  county  of  Augufta  is  the  moft  proper  place  in 
the  ftate  of  Virginia  for  their  refidence  and  fecurity  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  other  prifoners  mentioned  in  their  letter, 
Congrefs  leave  it  to  the  fupreme  executive  council  to  do  with 
them  as  they  in  their  wifdom  lnall  think  beft. 

The  fupreme  executive  council  having  fent  to  Congrefs,  by 
one  of  the  delegates  of  their  ftate,  fundry  original  letters  and 
papers  found  in  the  pofleffion  of  fome  of  the  Quakers  taken 
into  cuftody,  the  fame  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
general  Sullivan's  letter  of  the  25th  of  Auguft  was  referred. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
ftates  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  importing  or  otherwifc 
procuring,  during  the  enfuing  winter,  fuch  fupply  of  arms, 
tents  and  other  military  (tores,  blankets,  cloathing,  medicines 
and  other  neceffary  articles  for  their  refpective  militia  as  may 
fcc  wanted  for  the  next  campaign,  and  that  they  report  to 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  the  fpecfes  and  quality  of  military  (lores  manufac- 
tured in  their  refpe&ive.ftates  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  direc~ted  forthwith  to  lay  before 
Congrefs  a  lilt  of  the  military  ftores  now  in  the  magazines, 
and  an  eftimate  of  fuch  articles  of  foreign  manufactures  or 
produce  as  may  be  wanted  for    the  next  campaign. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  take  into  consideration  the 
merits  of  brigadiers  Stark  and  Harkemer,  and  of  colonel 
Ganfewort  and  lieutenant  colonel  Willet,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs what  teftimonies  of  public  gratitude  {hould  be  (hewn  to 
thofe  officers  for  their  late  fignal  exertions  in  the  defence  of 
their  country. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr  Har- 
rifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  coniidered  farther  the 
matters  referred  to  them  and  have  come  to  a  refolution,  which 
he  was  ordered  to  deliver  when  congrefs  would  receive  it : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  now  received. 

The  refolution  being  received  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  farther  confideration. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  4,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wilming- 
ton giving  an  account  of  a  fkirmifh  at  Ironhill,  and  one  of 
the  ?  1  ft  of  Auguft  from  J.  Hudfon,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  general's  letter  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  intelligence. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Jacob  Bower,  and  one  from 
Charles  Seitzan,  adjutant  in  major  Ottendorf's  corps,  were 
read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  their  commiflions  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  officers  apply  to  general  Wafhington. 

A  memorial  from  E.  Blaine  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That   it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Re/o/ved,  That  the  pay  of  Belcher  P.  Smith,  clerk  in  the 
fecretary's  office,  be  augmented  to  fifty  five  dollars  a  month. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lewis  Nicola, 
of  the  invalid  regiment,  65  S  4-90  dollars,  for  the  pay  of  that 
corps  for  two  months  from  the  20th  of  June  to  the  19th  of 
Auguft,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confi- 

der 
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der  under  what  regulations  and  reftrictions  regimental  officers 
fhall  for  the  future  receive  their  rations. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Folfom. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  that  they  have  taken  into  con- 
fideration  the  difpute  with  regard  to  the  relative  rank  of  the 
colonels  Cortlandt,  Ganfevort,  Dubois  and  Livinglton,  com- 
manding four  of  the  New- York  regiments,  and  find  that  a 
committee  of  the  convention  of  that  ftate,  being  properly  au- 
thorifed  for  that  purpofe,  did  appoint  the  officers  above  men- 
tioned to  their  refpective  regiments  in  the  following  order, 
viz.  colonel  Cortlandt  fecond,  colonel  Ganfevort  third,  colo- 
nel  Dubois  fourth,  and  colonel  Livingfton  fifth.  As  this 
arrangement  muft  be  prefumed  to  have  been  founded  on  prin- 
ciples of  juflice  and  public  utility,  the  board  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  relative  rank  of  thefe  officers  :• 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  agree  with  the  board  in  their  re- 
port. 

A  memorial  from  George  Emerfon  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  from  count  Puiaflci  was  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  board 
of  war  of  the  30th  of  Auguft. 

The  queftion  put,  *•«  to  appoint  a  commander  of  the  horfe," 
pafTed  in  the  negative. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners,  the 
auditor  general  reports, 

That  .there  is  due, 

To  lfaac  Snowden,  for  Alexander  Brown's  account  of  124 
meals  fupplied  the  militia,  and  for  Robert  Patterfon's  account 
of  boarding  two  fick  foldiers  of  colonel  Weeden's  battalion, 
52  76,90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  make  fuch  difpofltions  as 
they  fhall  judge  prudent  and  neceffary  for  removing,  at  the 
fhorteft  notice  to  a  place  of  fecurity,  all  the  military  ftores 
belonging  to  the  continent,  in  cafe  the  exigency  of  affairs 
mould  render  it  neceffary. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania  to  give  orders,  that  all  the  militia  of  their 
ftate  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning,  and  that  their  arms  be  put  in  as  good  condition  as 
polfible  :  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  faid  executive 

Vol.  III.  U  u  council 
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council  to  call  out   five   thoufand   militia  from  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  and  the  counties  mod  adjacent : 

That  it  be  earneitly  recommended  to  the  militia  to  appear 
with  what  aims  they  have  or  can  procure,  and  otherwifc 
equipped  in  the  beft  manner  they  may  be  able,  and  that  they 
rendezvous  on  the  heights  of  Derby  or  at  fuch  other  place  as 
the  commander  in  chief  (hall  direct. 

Refofoed,  Thai  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  ofNew- 
Jerfey  forthwith  to  order  out  three  thoufand  of  the  militia  of 
that  (late,  for  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  the  army  under  ge- 
neral Wafhington,  the  faid  militia  to  rendezvous  at  Briftol 
with  as  much  difpatch  as  poflible. 

On  motion  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  "  that  the 
prefident  order  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurer  of 
North -Carolina,  agreeably  to  the  refolve  of  the  14th  of  March 
la(l  without  applying  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  bills  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     September  5,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  governor  Livingfton  at  Haddon- 
field,  and  a  letter  from  colonel  Mafon  to  colonel  Harrifon, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Mafon  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Ordered?  That  the  petition  and  account  of  colonel  Dugan, 
on  ivhichthe  board  of  treafury  reported  on  the  nth  of  Fe- 
brua  ry,  be  re-committed  to  the  laid  board. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  after  fundry  amendments  made  and  part 
agreed  to, 

Refofoed,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Thomas  Wharton,  prefident  of 
Pennfylvania,  was  read,  informing  that  the  perfons  detained 
in  the  mafon's  lodge  have  had  notice  of  their  going  to-morow 
to  Augufta,  and  defiring  an  anfwer  '*  whether  the  removal 
of  thofe  perfons  may  not  be  relaxed  as  to  fuch  as  would  yet 
fwear  or  affirm  allegiance  to  this  flate  ;"  alfo  inclofing  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  council  of  Pennfylvania  from  twenty  perfons 
in  the  lodge  :  whereupon 

Refofoed,  That  the  fupreme  executive  council  be  informed, 
thatCongrefs  have  ho  objection  to  the  enlargement  of  fuch  per- 
fons 
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fons  now  confined  in  the  lodge  as  will  fwear  or  affirm  alle- 
giance to  this  (late. 

A  remonltrance  from  Ifrael  Pemberton,  James  Pemberton, 
John  Pemberton,  Thomas  Wharton,  Henry  Drinker,  Thomas 
Fifher,  Samuel  Pleafants  and  Samuel  R.  Fifher,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  papers  fent  to  Congrefs  by  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  were  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confederation  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,   September  6,    1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Wilming- 
ton, and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  Thomas  Whartoa  junior, 
prefident  of  Pennfylvania,  were  read  : 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  David  Nefbit  or  order  250 
dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  in  his  favour  by  John 
Afhe,  efq  public  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina, 
on  the  continental  treafurer,  exprefTed  to  befor  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States,  the  farther  fum  of  500  dollars  in  difcharge 
of  another  bill  drawn  in  his  favour  by  the  faid  public  trea- 
furer of  North- Carolina  on  the  continental  treafurer,  both  the 
faid  bills  bearing  date  the  10th  of  May  laft  ;  and  the  further 
fum  of  125  dollars  in  difcharge  of  another  bill  without  date, 
drawn  in  favour  of  the  faid  David  Nefbit  by  the  faid  public 
treafurer  of  North-Carolina  on  the  continental  treafurer;  the 
two  laft  bills  being  expreffed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina  ;  the  whole  of  the  faid  funis  amounting  to 
875  dollars,  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable, 
thefe  fums  being  in  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  ordered  to  be 
advanced  to  that  ftate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Millegan,  efq;  or  hi* 
order,  28  18-90  dollars,  being  fo  much  difburfed  by  him  at 
the  requeft  of  the  committee  of  Congrefs  on  Indian  affairs 
towards  making  up  a  prefent  for  the  Caghnawaga  Indian* 
and  an  Oneida  who  paid  a  vifit  to  Congrefs  laft  month. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 

loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  in  favour  of  che  marine 

committee  for  7000  dollars,  in  confequence  of  their  having 

rirawa  on  the  faid  commiffioner  two  warrants  dated  the  12th 

•U  u  2  December 
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December  laft  for  the  fald  fum,  one  in  favour  of  John  Han- 
cock, Samuel  Adams,  and  Flbridge  Gerry  for  iooo  dollars, 
and  the  other  in  favour  of  the  faid  Elbridge  Gerry  for  6000 
dollars,  which  fums  were  borrowed  by  the  marine  committee 
and  delivered  to  captain  John  Brown  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  ;  the  faid  marine  committee  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  marine  committee 
4000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  that  department,  and  for  which 
thev  are  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the   treafury  farther    report,   that  they 
have  taken  into  confideration  the  letter  of  2Sth  Augult  from 
general  Gates  refpedb'n^  cloathing  for   the  army   under  his 
command  ;  that  it  appears  from  the  cloathier  general's  report, 
that  he   has  ordered  confiderable  fupplies  of  cloathing  to  be 
forwarded   to   the   army  in  the   Northern  department  from 
Bofton,  and  that  he  has  little  doubt  of  being  able  to  furnifli 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year  the  fpecific  articles  of  cloathing  di- 
rected to  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  the  troops  ;  and  as  it  will 
be  equally  disadvantageous  to  the  foldiers  and  to  the  fervice 
mould   they  receive  money  inflead    of  fuch   cloathing,    the 
board   difapprove    of   the    ftoppages    made    by   the    deputy 
paymafter    general  in    the  Northern  department  out   of  the 
pay  of  the  troops  in  that  department  on  account  of  cloath- 
ing, and   direct  the  money  to  be  returned,  except    in  cafes 
where    a   regiment    mail    have    been    furnifhed    with    more 
cloathing  than  the  bounty  ;  that  the  greateft  care  ought  to 
be  taken  to  do  juftice  to  the  foldiers,  as  well  as  the  public, 
in  this  effential  article  :  it  is  not  fufficient,   in   the  opinion 
of  the  board,  that   the  cloathier  general  charges  the  regi- 
ment with   the  articles  delivered,   and  takes   the  receipt  of 
the  colonel  or  commanding   officer,  and  that   the   colonel 
or  commanding  officer  on   delivering   the   cloathing  to  the 
captains   or  commanding  officers   of  each   refpeftive   com- 
pany, takes  his    receipt ;    every    commanding    officer  of  a 
company  ought  moreover   ftricily  to   be    required   to  keep 
a   cloathing   account   with  his  company,    diftinguifhing  the 
feveral  articles  delivered    to  each    non-commiffioned   officer 
and  private,  and  taking  receipts  for  the  fame  as  his  vouch- 
ers ;  and   when  each  non-commiffioned   officer  and  private 
reipeciively    (hall  have    received  his    bounty  of   cloathing, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs. 

(hall 
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fnall  deliver  the  acccount  and  receipts  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  to  enable  him  to  fettle  the  cloathing 
account  with  the  cloathier  general  as  well  as  to  difcover 
whether  equal  juftice   has  been  done  to  the  company: 

That  fuch  troops  as  have  not  been  fupplied  with  cloath- 
ing ought  to  be  furnifhed  with  their  full  bounty  without 
delay,  which  the  board  have  earneftly  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  the  cloathier  general,  and  he  on  his  part 
has  engaged  to  exert  every  means  in  his  power  to  accom- 
plifli  .• 

That  fuch  of  the  troops  as  at  their  own  expence  (hall 
have  provided  themfelves  with  any  of  the  articles  of 
cloathing  allowed  as  a  bounty,  or  fhall  not  draw  their 
cloathing  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  {hall  he  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  full  value  thereof  at  the  average  price  which 
the  cloathing  of  the  army  fhall  coft  the  public. 

Bnd  whereas  when  the  bounty  of  cloathing  was  provi- 
ded by  Congrefs,  it  was  conceived  that  it  might  be  im- 
practicable to  obtain  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cloth  for  re- 
gimental coats  for  the  troops,  and  for  that  reafon  two 
hunting  fhirts  were  fubftituted  ;  but  in  the  event  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  fupply  has  been  procured,  that  the  cloathier 
general  has  been  enabled  to  furnifh  mod  of  the  troops  with 
regimental  coats  inftead  of  hunting  fhirts,  and  experience 
has  fhewn  that  a  further  alteration  of  the  articles  of  cloath- 
ing allowed  as  a  bounty  may  be  made  to  the  advantage  of 
the  foldiers  and  without  lofs  to  the  public,  and  therefore  it  19 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  be 

Refohed,  That  the  cloathier  general  be  directed,  as  far 
as  he  fhall  have  it  in  his  power,  to  furnifh  all  the  non- 
commiflioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  not  yet  received  their  bounty 
of  cloathing  ;  at  their  ele&ion,  either  with  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles allowed  by  Congrefs,  in  the  relolution  of  8th  Octo- 
ber,    1776,  or   in  lieu  thereof  the   following  articles,  viz. 

One  regimental  coat  at  8  60-90  dollars, 

one  jacket  without  fleeves   2  60-90, 

one  pair  buckflcin  and  two  pair  linen  or  woollen  br«ech« 
es  8  dollars, 

one  hat  or  leather  cap  2  60-90  dollars, 

two  fhirts  8  dollars, 

one  hunting  fhirt  4  dollars, 
•   two  pair  overalls  6  dollars. 

two 
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two  pair  of  flockings  4  dollars, 

two  pair  of  fhoes  '6  dollars, 

one  blanket  6  dollars  ;    making  in  all  56  dollars  : 

Eut  as  the  coft  of  the  articles  laft  fpecified  exceeds  that  of 
the  cloathing  allowed  as  a  bounty  to  the  troops  by  8  dollar;, 
and  3090  of  a  dollar,  fo  much  (nail  be  flopped  out  of  the 
pay  of  every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  private,  who 
{hall  be  fupphed  in  the  manner  laft  directed,  as  will  make 
the  amount  of  cloathing  he  fhall  receive  equal  to  the  va- 
lue of  the  bounty  of  cloathing,  which  upon  an  average  of 
the  price  of  the  feveral  articles  is  eftimated  at  47  60  90 
dollars: 

The  faid  report  and  refolves  being  read  twice,  on  the  quef- 
tion  put 

Refolded.,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  fame. 

Refolded,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Michael  Hillega?,  efq; 
treafurer  of  the  United  States,  from  the  6th  day  of  Auguft 
1776,  when  Mr.  Clynier  refigned  the  office  of  joint  treafurer, 
a  falary  after  the  rate  $zco  dollars  per  annum,  for  difcharg- 
ing  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  tranfmilted  by  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  as  reported  by  the  committee 
from  no.  1  to  no.  1 !,  incluiive,  be  publifhed. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  remonftrance  from 
Ifrael  Pemberton,  James  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Henry  Drinker.  Thomas  Fifher  Samuel 
PleafantSj  and  Samuel  R.  Fifher,  who  were  taken  into  cufto- 
dy  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  praying  to  be 
heard  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  hear  what  the  faid 
remonllrants  can  alledge  to  remove  the  fufpicions  of  their 
being  difaffe&ed  or  dangerous  to  the  United  States,  and  aft 
therein  as  the  faid  council  judge  molt  conducive  to  the  public 
fafety. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications,  to  whom  their 
report  with  the  amendments  was  re-committed,  brought  in 
another  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

M  O  N  D  A  V, 
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Monday,  September  S,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  7th  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  fecretary  to 
o-cneral  Wafhington,  at  Newport  ;  one  of  the  7th  from 
governor  Livingfton  of  New-Jerfey;  one  of  the  30th  Au- 
guft  from  governor  Henry  of  Virginia  ;  one  of  the  fame 
date  from  Colonel  Morgan  at  fort  Pitt  ;  one  of  the  ift 
September  from  governor  Trun'hull  at  Lebanon  ;  one  of  the 
13th  Auguft  from  the  council  of  Mafiachufctts-Bay,  with 
fundry  papers  therein  referred  to;  one  of  the  7th  from  monf. 
du  Coudray  ;  one  of  the  6th  from  the  council  of  Pennfylva-. 
nia,  with  a  lift  of  the  perfons  arretted  in  purfuance  of  a  reso- 
lution of  Congrcfs  of  the  a^th  Auguft  ;   were  read. 

Refolved,  Tiiat  general  utnam  be  directed  to  order  imme- 
diately a  detachment  of  1500  continental  troops,  under  the 
command  of  a  brigadier,  to  hold  themfclves  in  readinefs  to 
crofs  the  North  river  when  ordered  by  general  Waihing- 
ton.  ' 

Ordered*  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  and  of 
governor  Livingfton's  letter  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  ge- 
neral Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  governor  Trumbull's  letter  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.   Duer,   Mr.   Gerry  and  Mr.   Wilfon. 

Ordered,  That  monf.  du  Coudray's  letter  be  referred  to 
general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  give  fuch  di- 
rections thereon  as  he  fhall  think  molt  conducive  to  the  pub- 
lic good. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  council  of  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  and  alfo 
the  letter  from  colonel  Morgan,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war. 

A  letter  from  general  Mifflin  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  T.  Warton,  prefident  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  applications,  wherein  they  let  forth, 

That  befides  a  number  of  officers  who  are  come  from  Eu- 
rope and  the  Weft-Indies  of  their  own  accord  to  folicit  for 
rank  and  employment  in  the  American  army,  there 
are  others  who    have  proceeded   upon  the    encouragement 

of 
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of  conventions  made  and  figned  at  Paris  by  Silas  Deane, 
cfquire,  as  agent  for  the  United  States  of  North-America  ; 
that  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority  to  make  fuch  conventions, 
and  that  Congrefs  therefore  are  not  bound  to  ratify  or  fulfill 
them  : 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  the  baron  de  Kalb 
and  the  vifcount  de  Mauroy,  with  a  number  of  officers  who 
came  with  them  from  France,  have  offered  their  fervice,  pro- 
vided their  engagements  with  Mr.  Deane,  in  refpeft  to  rank, 
are  fulfilled  ;  but  that  the  American  army  having  been  arrang- 
ed before  the  arrival  of  thefe  gentlemen  in  America,  their 
expectations  cannot  be  complied  with  without  deranging 
it  and  thereby  injuring  at  fo  critical  a  juncture  the  Ame- 
rican caufe  :  that  the  zeal  however  of  thefe  gentlemen  and 
their  confequent  expences  merit  the  attention  of  Congrefs  ; 
■wherefore  your  committee  report  the  following  refolve  : 

Refohed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  ba- 
ron de  Kalb  and  the  vifcount  de  Mauroy,  with  the  officers 
who  accompany  them,  for  their  zeal  in  paffing  over  to 
America  to  offer  their  fervice  to  thefe  United  States,  and 
that  their  expences  to  this  continent  and  on  their  return  to 
France  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report  and 
refolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  baron  de  Kalb  and  the  vifcount  de  Mau- 
roy be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and 
resolution,  attefted  by  the  fecretary  ;  alfo  that  any  of  the 
officers  accompanying  them,  who  may  defire  it,  be  furnifhed 
with  fuch  a  copy. 

Whereas  William  Imlay,  a  prifoner  of  the  United  States, 
upon  fufpicion  of  difaffeftion  has  offered  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  ftate  of  New- York,  of  which  he  is  a  citi- 
zen ;  therefore 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  execu- 
-  tive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  difeharge  the  faid 
William   Imlay  on  his  parole  of  honor  "  that  he  will  forth- 
with repair  to  Kingfton  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  faid  ftate." 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  letter  of  the  6th  from 
the  council  of  Penfylvania,  wherein  they  inform  "  that 
at  the  time  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  came 
to  them,  the  council  were  difpofing  of  every  thing 
for    the  departure  of   the  gentlemen   confined  in  the  ma- 
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fon's  lodge  ;  that  the  hearing  of  fome  rmy  be  cenfured 
as  a  partial  proceeding,  and  therefore  they  wi(h  the  fame  in- 
dulgence may  be  granted  to  all  :  That  as  this  may  be  tedi- 
ous, and,  in  the  midft  of  the  prefent  load  of  i'-nportant  bufi- 
nefs  before  council,  of  which  that  of  embodying  the  militia 
is  not  the  lead  part,  they  have  not  leifure  to  undertake  it  ; 
that,  as  much  injury  will  enfue  to  their  comuionwealth  if 
council  at  prefent  yield  any  further  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter, they  therefore  earneftly  requeft  that  Congrefs  may  hear 
and  difpofe  of  the  gentlemen  prifoners  in  the  mafon's  lodge, 
and  alfo  of  thofs  who  are  on  promife  or  parole,  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  their  wifdom  (hall  feem  beft,  and  that  for  this 
purpofe  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  is  herewith  fent :''  whereup- 
on 

Refofoed,  That  it  would  be  improper  for  Congrefs  to  en- 
ter into  any  hearing  of  the  remonftrants  or  the  other  prifon- 
ers in  the  lodge,  they  being  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and. 
therefore  as  the  council  decline  giving  them  a  hearing  for  the 
reafons  afligned  in  their  letter  to  Congrefs,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  faid  council  to  order  the  immediate  depar- 
ture of  fuch  of  the  faid  prifoners  as  yet  refufe  to  fwear  or 
affirm  allegiance  to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  Stanton  in 
Virginia, 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  libel  "  Andrew  Caldwell 
againft  Wingate  Newman,"  was  lodged  with  the  fecretary 
and  referred  to  the  committee  for  hearing  and  determining 
appeals. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    September  9,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  Auguft  from  colonel  G.  Morgan, 
with  two  letters  to  him  from  brigadier  Hand,  ordering  him 
to  lay  in  provifions  for  2000  men  for  6  months,  with  an  efti- 
mate  of  the  expence,  was  read  : 

Qrdered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

The  delegate  from  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  plan- 
tations laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolution  palled  by  the  general 
affembly  of  that  ftate,  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  the  lower  houfe,  Auguft22,  1777.  Refolved,  That 
the  delegates  appointed  or  who  may  be  appointed  to  repre- 
sent this  ftate  iu  Congrefs  be,  and  they  or  either  of  them, 
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are  hereby  impowered,  to  reprefent  faid  ftate  in  Congrefs, 
until  they  or  either  of  them  fhall  have  due  notice  of  their 
re-elecxion,  or  until  the  delegates  who  may  be  appointed  in 
their  room  fhall  take  their  feats  in  Congrefs;  the  aft  direct- 
ing the  election  of  the  faid  delegates  for  one  year  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding.  Voted  and  paft ;  per  order,  J. 
Lyndon,  clerk.  In  the  upper  houfe  ;  read  the  fame  day 
and  concurred.  By  order,  R.  J.  Holme,  deputy  fecreta- 
ry." 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Putnam  and  one  of  the 
2d  from  Peter  Colt,  both  directed  to  W.  Buchanan,  com- 
mifTary  general  of  purchafes,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr,  Ger- 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  refolution  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  whereupon  it  was  moved, 
that  it  be  divided  and  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs  taken  on  itr  re- 
duced to  diltin£l  propofitions  :  it  was  then   moved 

That  the  intereft  which  (hall  arife  after  the  date  of  this  re- 
folution on  loan  office  certificates  which  fhall  be  iffued  in  pur- 
f  js.nce  of  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  be  annually  paid 
at  the  refpedtive  loan  offices  in  bills  of  exchange  on  the  com- 
mifiioners  of  the  United  States  in  Paris. 


New- Hamp  (hire, 
MafTachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connnec~ticut, 


New-York, 
New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 


Froft, 

Folfom, 

S.  Adams, 

J.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Marchant, 

Dyer, 

Law, 

Mr,  Williams, 

Mr.   Duane, 

Mr.  Clark, 
Mr-   Witherfpoon,  ay 

Mr.  Wilfon, 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr, 


1 


ay 


ay 
ay 
ay  ^ay 

ay  j.  ay 

ay  J 

so")     * 


ay 


Delaware, 
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Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North -Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Reed, 
Mr,  Chnfe, 
Mr.  Karrifoo, 

Mr.    R    H,  Lee,  ay  f 
Mr.  Jones,  ay ; 

Mr.   hutnctr,       ay  \  ay 
Mr.  Middleton,  no' 
Mr.   Heyward,    ay  J- 
Mr.  Laurens,       «o 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  That  fuch  intereft  be  paid  in  bills  of 
exchange  at  the  rate  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum  :  where- 
upon an  amendment  was  moved,  to  (hike  out  "  fix"  and 
infert  "  five"— 


ay  \ 

*y  r 

:,  ay  >  ay 

<*yS 

} 


New-Hampfliire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tfland, 
Connecticut, 


Folfom, 
Froft, 


Mr 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Law, 

Mr.   Williams, 


I 


no  }>  n» 
ay 

no 
no 


>no 

' '    >  divided; 

} 


«y 

no 
no 
no 

ay  \  ay- 
ay  \ 
ay 


New-Jcrfey,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,?**: 

Mr.  Clark, 
Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Wilfon, 
Delaware,  Mr.  Reed, 

Maryland,  Mr.   Chafe, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.  R,  H.  Lee,  no  J-  ay 
Mr.  Jones,  ay 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Harnett,       no  [>  nt 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Hey  ward,    no~\ 

Mr.  Laurens,       no§ 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Con-grefs  being  informed  that  colonel  Forman  was  at  ths 
door  and  had  a  meffage  from  general  Waihington. 
Ordered,   That  he  being  introduced. 
Colonel  Forman  being  introduced,  delivered  the  meffage 
and  withdrew, 

Congrefs 


i 


382        JOURNALS   OF^CONGRESS. 

Congrefs  having  received  information  from  general  Wafh- 
ing,  that  a  great  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet  have  failed  with 
intention,  as  it  is  apprehended,  to  come  round  into  the  De- 
lavi  are  river ;  and  whereas  general  Washington  hath  requeued 
that  a  proper  look  out  be  kept  up  and  intelligence  fent  him 
with  as  much  difpatch  as  poffible  of  the  motements  of  the 
faid  fleet. 

Ordered,  That  the  executive  council  of  the  flate  of  Penn- 
fylvania  be  informed  thereof,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
them  to  attend  to  this  matter. 

Ordered,  That  general  Washington  appoint  a  proper  per- 
fon  at  head-quarters  to  write  to  the  prefident  twice  a-day,  or 
oftener  if  neceffary,  and  give  information  of  the  pofition  and 
movements  of  the  armies ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  appoint 
proper  expreffes  for  conveying  the  faid  letters  with  the 
utmoft  expedition. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  io,   1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  3th  from  general  Waftmigton,  8  miles  from 
Wilmington,  one  of  the  9th  from  doftor  Shippen,  dirs&or 
general  of  the  hofpital ;  alfo  a  return  of  fundaries  received 
from  Chrifliana  bridge,  feized  by  colonel  E.  Blaine,  deputy 
commifiary  general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continen- 
tal army  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  doctor  Shipptn  and  the  re- 
turn be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Anthony  Butler,  agent 
to  major  general  Mifflin,  quarter  matter  general  agreeable  to 
his  application  by  letter  to  Congrefs  dated  6th  inftant,  \  50,000 
dollars  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to 
be  accountable : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes.  100,000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 
partment, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

To  John  Mackenzie,  a  prifoner,  zo  dollars  to  defray 
his  travelling  expences  to  Fredericktown  in  Maryland,  to 
which  place  he  is  ordered  to  repair  by  the  board  of 
war. 

To  lieutenant  de  la  Colombe,  for  his  pay  as  lieutenant 
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from  ift  December  1776,  to  ift  September  1777,  9  months 
243  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

To  colonel  Dugan,  by  the  hands  of  his  wife,  300  dollars 
on  account  of  his  arrears  of  pay,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable  : 

To  the  fecret  committee  2500  dollars,  for  which  they 
are  to  account,  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  by  warrant  on  the 
loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland. 

Ordered,  That  that  the  quarter  mailer  general  lay  his  ac- 
counts as  foon  as  may  be  before  the  board  of  treafury,  ia 
order  for  p.djuftment,  and  immediately  lay  before  Congrefs 
a  lift  of  all  deputies  and  affiftants  employed  in  the  quart- 
er mafters  department,  and  how  and  where  employed. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  the  auditor  general  report*, 

Th3t  there  is  due 

To  doctor  John  Morgan,  late  director  general  of  the  Ame- 
rican  hofpitals,  the  ballance  of  his  account  current  as  adjufted. 
by  che  commiffioner*  of  accounts  at  Hartford  1 2th  July  laft, 
the  fum  of  6 1 ;  40-90  dollars,  and  the  farther  fum  of  20O 
dollars  which  he  advanced  t«  doctor  Warren,  furgeon  of 
the  general  hofpital,  to  defray  expences,  &c.  which  fum  was 
ftolen  from  the  faid  Warren  as  per  certificates  taken  on  oath 
before  the  commiffioners  at  Stamford,  and  which  the  board 
of  treafury  agrees  fhould  be  allowed  to  doctor  Morgan  ; 

Alfo  the  pay  of  director  general  from  3 1  ft  December  1 776, 
to  1 2th  July  1 777,  being  194  days  at  6  dollars  a  day,  which 
time  he  employed  in  taking  accounts  and  delivering  up  the 
medicines,  hofpital  ftores  and  fettling  accounts  with  the 
furgeons,  mates,  Sec.  and  attending  the  commiffioners  at 
Hartford,  1164  dollars;  for  n 79  rations  from  31ft  De- 
cember A  776  to  10th  May,  at  8-90  dollars,  104  72-90 
dollars,  and  for  567  rations  from  10th  May  to  12th  July, 
at  10-90,  is  63  dollars,  making  in  the  whole  2145  22-90 
dollars : 

To  George  Everfon,  his  account  for  removing  military 
ftores  from  different  parts  of  New- Jerfey  to  Philadelphia,  &c. 
laft  winter,  alfo  expences  and  wages  as  affiftant  commiffary  of 
military  ftores  from  the  10th  July  1776  to  16th  January 
1777,  he  having  been  employed  in  that  capacity  by  governor 
Livingiion  and  the  commiffary  general  of  the  department, 
272  63-90  : 
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To  Adam  Good,  46  meals  fupplied  continental  troops  on 
their  march  to  camp,  5  18-90  d  liars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Joft  Driefbach  and  a  letter 
from  John  Smith  to  R.  H.  Lee,  efq;  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  paymafter  for  the 
North-Carolina  light-hoife  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken 

William  Hardy  was  chofen. 

Congrels  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  whereupon 

It  v.  as  moved,  "  That  the  interefl  which  fhall  arife  after 
the  date  of  this  refolution  on  certificates  already  iffued,  be 
paid  in  bills  of  exchange." 


New- Hampshire, 
Maffachufetts-  Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connect,  icut, 


New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North- Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.   Frott, 
Mr.  S    Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Mr.  Merchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr,  Williams, 
Mr.  Law, 

Mr.       itherfpoon.tf),  1 

Mr.   Clark,  ay$aJ 

Mr.  Morn's, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Wilfon, 

Mr.   Reed, 

Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Heyward, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Brownfon, 
So  it  was  refclved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  reiulution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  read 
«nd  agreed  to,  viz.  Rej'oived, 


SJ 


ay 

°y 

ay 

ay]  ay 

no] 

no 

ay 

no 

°y 

ay 
ay 

no 

no  j>  no 


* 


>n* 

;  )■  divided. 
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Refolved,  That  the  interell  which  fhall  arife  afcer  the  date 
of  this  refolutiuti  oil  loan-office  certificates  already  iflued  or 
which  fhall  be  iflued  before  the  firlt  day  of  March  next,  be 
annually  paid  at  the  refpedfcive  loan -offices  in  hills  of  ex- 
change on  the  coramiflioners  of  the  United  States  in  Paris, 
at  the  rate  of  five  livres  of  France  for  every  Spanifh  trilled 
dollar  due  for  interell  as  aforefaid,  or  in  continental  bills  of 
credit,  at  the  option  of  the  refpe&ive  lenders'": 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  publiihed. 

Ordered,  That  five  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  letter  of  S.  Hopkins,  efquire,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  committees  from  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- Ifland,  Connecticut  and  New- 
York; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  prepare  an  earned  recom- 
mendation to  the  feveral  ftates  to  proceed  to  taxation,  and 
that  the  faid  committee  prepare  an  eftimate  of  the  quotas  to 
be  raifed  in  each  ftate  by  fuch  taxation,  having  regard  to 
their  prefent  cireumftances,  condition  and  abilities,  but 
without  refpetl  to  the  quota  hereafter  to  be  affigned  to  each 
ftate  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  it,  xyjj. 

A  letter  of  the  icth  and  one  of  1  :th  irom  R.  H,  Harri- 
fon  were  read,  the  la  ft  informing  that  the  enemy  are  advan- 
cing, and  that  their  prefent  appearance  indicates  a  difpoiitioa 
to  purfue  the  route  by  Chad's  ford  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  "  to  confider  un- 
der what  regulations  and  reftriclions  regimental  officers  fhall 
for  the  future  receive  their  rations,"  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed   to   as  follows  : 

Whereas  by  the  2  th  article  of  the  regulations  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  commiflaries  it  is  provided,  •'  that  no  pro- 
vifions  be  iflued  to  any  perions,  but  by  the  written  order  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  the  commander  of  any  depart- 
ment, the  quarter   matter  general,  any  of  his  deputies  or 

afiiitants, 
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affiftants,  the  commanding  officer  of  a  party  defcribing  the 
perfon  in  whofe  favour  fuch  order  mail  be  given,  or  upon  a 
return  tinned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  a  corps  or  detach- 
ment thereof,  whether  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned  of- 
ficer, or  by  the  regimental  quarter-mafter  :"  and  whereas  by 
the  lad  claufe  of  the  faid  article  the  iffuing  commiffaries.  up- 
on receiving  fuch  returns,  have  confidered  themfelves  author- 
ifed  or  obliged  to  iffue  provifions  indiscriminately  to  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  therein  contained,  and  many  inconveniencies 
have  arifen  therefrom  : 

Refohed,  That  the  officers  of  each  regiment,  corps  and 
detachment,  be  impowered  to  divide  themfelves,  as  often  as 
they  mail  think  proper,  into  meffes,  not  exceeding  fix  to  a 
regiment,  and  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  officer  figning  the 
provifiun  return,  who  mall  thereupon  diftinguifh  in  each  re- 
turn the  names  of  the  officers  fo  divided  into  meffes  ;  and 
the  iffuing  commiffaries  are  refpe&ively  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  head  of  each  mefs  as  aforefad  the  rations  due  to  the  fame, 
or  fuch  part  thereof  as  the  head  of  the  mefs  (hall  require, 
taking  receipts  for  the  fame  on  the  refpe&ive  returns  and 
charging  the  whole  of  the  rations  delivered  to  the  officers 
and  privates  contained  in  each  return  to  the  proper  regiment, 
corps  or  detachment,  as  directed  in  the  2  2d  article  of  the 
faid  regulations 

A  motion  being  made,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr. 
Jones. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  the  demands  of  the  baron  de  Kalb  and  the  vifcount  de 
Mauroy,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  gentlemen  who  ac- 
companied  them,  for  their  expences  on  this  continent  and 
return  to   France  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  leferred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

A  memorial  from  David  Forman,  for  himfelf  and  part- 
ners, was  read,  praying  for  a  guard  of  one  hundred  men  to 
protect  a  fait  works,  which,  on  obtaining  fuch  a  guard  they 
undertake  to  ere£t. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  diffmiffed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  doctor  Alh- 
fbri  and  others  was  referred,  report,  "  that  they  hav*  con- 
ferred fully  with  the  printers,  &c.  in  this  city  and  are  of 

opinion, 
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opinion,  that  the  proper  types  for  printing  the  bible  are  not 
to  be  had  in  this  country,  and  that  the  paper  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, but  with  fuch  difficulties   and  fubjeft  to  fuch  cafual- 
ties  as  render  any    depe«dance  on   it  altogether   improper  : 
that  to  import  types  for  the  purpofe   of  fetting  up  an  entire 
edition  of  the  bible,  and  to  llrike   off  30,000   copies,  with 
paper,  binding,  &c.  will  cod  10,2721.  10s.  cd.  which  mud 
be  advanced  by  Congrefs  to  be  reimburfed  by  the  fale  of  the 
books :    that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  confiderable 
difficulties  will  attend  the   procuring   the  types  and  paper  ; 
that  afterwards  the  rifque  of  importing  them  will  co'nfiderably 
enhance  the  coft,  and  that  the  calculations  are  fubject  to  fuch 
uncertainty  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  that  Congrefs  can- 
not much  rely  on  them  :  that  the  ufe  of  the  bible  is  fo  uni- 
verfal,  and  its  importance  fo  great,  that  your  committee  re- 
fer the  above  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs,  and  if  Con- 
grefs {hall  not  think  it  expedient  to  order  the  importation  of 
types  and  paper,  the  committee    recommend    that   Congrefs 
will  order  the  committee  of  commerce   to  import  20,000  bi- 
bles from  Holland,  Scotland  or  elfe where    into  the  different 
ports  of  the  ftates  of  the  Union  :" 

Whereupon  it  was  moved,  That  the  committee  of  com- 
merce be  directed  to  import  20,000  copies  of  the  bible— 


New-Hamp(hire, 
MafTachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New- York, 
New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Vol.  III. 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.   Fro  ft, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  J.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Marchant,  ay 

Mr.  Dyer,  ay' 

Mr.  Law,  ay  ( 

Mr.  Williams,  ay . 

Mr.  Duane,  no^ 

Mr.  W  itherfpoon,  ay 

Mr.  Clark,  ay 

Mr.  Wilfon,  ay 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay 

Mr.  Reed,  no 

Mr.  Chafe.,  «<f 

Mr.  Harrifon,  no 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  Jones,  no 


■ay 


ay 


ay 


North 
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North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett,  no  \  m 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Middleton,       nol 

Mr.  Heyward,         no  >  n* 
Mr.    Laurens,  ay  j 

Georgia,  Mr.  Brownfon,        ay  \  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  motion  being  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  Doftrjoned  t» 
Saturday  next. 

Adjourned  to  fix  o'clock  P.  M-  at  which  time  met,  and 
postponing  the  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred>  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,      September  I  2,    I  777. 

Congrefs  being  called  by  the  president  at  fix  o'clock,  A.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  1  ith,  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  from  R.  H.  Har- 
rifon  at  Chad's  ford,  and  one  of  the  fame  date,  eleven  o'clock, 
P  M  from  general  Washington  at  Cheiler,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  publifhed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock. 

Ten  0' Clock,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  300  dollars,  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  ufe  of  their  ftate,  which  is  to 
be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  an  exprefs  be  immediately  fent  to  general 
Putnam,  with  orders  to  fend  forward  the  1500  continental 
troops,  lately  directed  to  be  held  in  readinefs,  with  all  pofli- 
ble  expedition,  to  reinforce  the  army  under  general  Washing- 
ton ;  and  that  general  Putnam  be  directed  for  the  greater  ex- 
pedition, to  difencumber  the  troops  of  all  heavy  baggage  and 
fuch  as  is  not  abfolutely  necefTary  j  the  heavy  baggage  to  be 
fent  after  them  : 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  general  Dickinfon,  defiring 
him  to  come  forward  with  all  poffible  difpatch  with  the  mili- 
tia of  New-Jerfey  to  reinforce  the  army  under  general  Wafh- 
ington. 

That  expreiTes  be  immediately  fent  to  brigadier  general 
Smallwood  and  colonel  Gift,  directing  them  to  come  for- 
ward with  ail  poffible  difpatch  with  the  continental  troops 
and  militia  under  their  refpeftive  commands  to  reinforce  ge- 
neral Washington's  army,  and  that,  foi  greater  difpatch  they 
difencumber  themfelves  of  all  heavy  and  unneceflary  baggage : 

That 
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That  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania  be  requeited,  in  the  name  of  Congrefs,  to  call  upoa 
the  militia  of  Philadelphia  and  parts  adjacent  to  go  forth 
immediately  and  reinforce  general  Waftungton's  army,  for 
the  defence  of  this  city  : 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  colonel  Gibfon,  of  the  batta- 
lion of  Virginia  troops  at  Alexandria,  to  defire  him  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  his  regiment  to  reinforce  the  army 
under  general  Wafhington,  provided  the  orders  received  from 
the  government  of  Virginia  do  not  prevent  him  ;  and  if  he  is 
reftrained  by  any  fuch  orders,  that  he  difpatch  an  exprefo 
■without  delay  to  Williamftmrgh  and  inform  the  governor  and 
council,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefs  that  the  faid  regi- 
ment be  immediately  fent  forward  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid  ; 
and  that  he  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  execute  the  orders  he 
ftall  receive  from  the  governor. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
upon  the  application  of  the  governor,  20,000  dollars,  the  faid 
ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commifiioner  of  the 
loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  in  favour  of  the  governor 
of  the  faid  ftate,  upon  his  application,  for  30,000  dollars,  for 
which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Abner  Nam,  efquire,  650  dollars, 
in  difcharge  of  two  bills  drawn  by  Joh a  Aihe,  efquire,  public 
treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  continental 
treafurer,  exprefTed  to  be  for  payment  and  fupport  of  the  con- 
tinental troops  in  the  faid  ftate  ;  the  one  dated  5th  March 
1777,  for  500  dollars,  in  favor  of  William  Dry,  efquire,  the 
other  dated  10th  May  1777,  for  150  dollars,  in  favor  of 
James  Payenneville,  and  both  transferred  to  the  faid  Abner 
Nafh,  and  for  which  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  is  to  be  ac- 
countable ;  the  fame  being  in  part  of  the  money  appropriated 
by  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Meff.  Rudolph  and  Co.  3000 
dollars  on  account  of  a  debt  due  to  them  irom  the  United 
States,  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable. 

An  appeal  from  a  fentence  paffed  in  the  court  of  admiral- 
ty for  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  on  the  libel  Edward 
Weyman  againft  George  Arthur,  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  committee  for  hearing  and  determining  appeals, 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Y  y  *  Finn 
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Five  o'Cloch,    P.  M. 

Ordered^  That  the  continental  navy  board  without  delay- 
provide  a  proper  boat  or  veflel  for  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
and  one  for  monf.  du  Coudray,  to  convey  them  and  their  at- 
tendants and  baggage  to  New-Jerfey. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  be  di- 
rected to  purchafe  on  the  moft  reasonable  terms  he  can,  30 
hogfheads  of  rum,  and  that  the  fame  be  prefented  to  the  army 
and  distributed  among  the  foldiers  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
general  fhall  direct,  in  compliment  to  the  foldiers  for  their 
gallant  behaviour  in  the  late  battle  of  Brandywine. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September  13,   1777. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  governor  Livingfton  was  read, 
alfo  a  letter  of  the  6th  from  governor  Johnfon  of  Maryland  to 
general  Wafhington. 

A  memorial  from  George  Ewing,  commiffary  of  hides,  was 
read,  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  G.  Ewing,  he 
to  be  accountable.  .     ; 

A  letter  of  the  1  ith  from  J.  Shallus  at  Lancafter  ;  one  of 
the  15th  from  monf.  dn  Coudray,  and  one  of  the  lame  date 
from  the  continental  navy  board  were  read. 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  give  the 
neceflary  orders  for  compleating  the  defences  of  Delaware 
river,  and  to  employ  for  that  purpofe  fuch  officers,  engineers 
and  troops  as  he  mail  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  continen- 
tal navy  board  for  public  fervice,  the  faid  board  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Whereas  Congrefs  have  received  information  that  monf.- 
Lewis  de  Fleury,  during  very  gallant  exertions  in  the  late 
battle  of  Brandywine,  near  Birmingham  meeting. houfe,  had 
his  horfe  fhot  under  him  ; 

Rrfolved,  That  the  quartermafter  general  prefent  him  with 
a  horfe,  as  a  teftimonial  of  the  fenfe  Congrefs  have  of  monf. 
de  Fleury's  merit. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  coramiifioner  of  the 
loan  office  in  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  doctor 
Shippen,  director  general  of  the  hofpital,  for  50,000  dollars, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That 
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That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Patton  136  dollars,  for  102 
days  attendance  as  meffenger  of  Congrefs,   at  1  1-3  dollar  a 

day : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  monf.  Lotbinier,  chaplain  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  48  dollars  on  account  of  his  pay 
and  rations,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  monf.  du  Coudray,  with  an 
account  of  the  French  officers  inclofed,  of  whom  he  propofes 
to  form  a  company  of  volunteers  to  join  the  army,  and  for 
whom  he  folicits  brevet  commiffions,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Refolved,  That  general  Warning-ton  be  directed  to  order  a 
court  of  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  brigadier  general  de 
Borre  finee  his  appointment,  and  that  in  the  mean  while  bri- 
gadier general  de  Borre  be  recalled  from  the  army. 

A  letter  from  monf.  du  Coudray  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sunday,  September  14,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington  at  German- 
town,  and  two  of  the  fame  date  from  general  Dickinfon,  were 
read. 

The  prefident  informed  Congrefs,  that  in  confequence  of 
the  refolution  palled  yefterday,  brigadier  general  de  Borre  had 
waited  on  him  and  offered  to  refign  his  commiffion  ; 

Refolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Thomas  Wharton  junior,  efq 
prefident  of  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read,  requefting 
an  advance  of  2GO,ooo  dollars  for  public  fervice  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  20c, oco  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  flate  of 
Pennfylvania  for  public  fervice,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  immediately  to  appoint 
proper  and  difcreet  perfons  to  take  into  poffeffion  any  linens, 
blankets  and  other  woollens,  fhoes,  fpirits  and  other  neceffa- 
ries  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  which  they  may  find  in 
any  ftores  or  warehoufes  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  giving  a 
certificate  expreffing  the  quantity  and  value,  and  to  caufe  the 
goods  fo  taken  to  be  conveyed  to  fome  fecure  place  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter  of  tht  3d  and  one  of  the  icth  from  general  Gates, 
inclofing  copies  of  fun  dry  letters  thatpaffed  between  him  and 
lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  and  brigadier  general  Simon 
Prazer,   were  read. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  the  commifTary  ge- 
neral of  military  ftores  to  apply  to  the  fupteme  executive 
council  of  the  Hate  of  Pennsylvania  for  an  order  to  remove  all 
public  hells  in  Philadelphia  to  a  place  of  fecurity  upon  a  near 
approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  city. 

Cpngrefs  bang  informed  that  fome  of  the  towns  in  the  weft- 
em  divifion  of  New- Jerfey  are  plentifully  lupplied  with  blan- 
kets, which  the  inhabitants  can  fpare  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 

Refolded*  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  New-Jerfy,  end  requeft  them  to  call  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  above  mentioned  places  for  as  many  blankets 
as  can  be  fpared  to  fupply  the  ioldiers  of  general  Wafliington's 
army,  many  of  whom  have  loft  their  blankets  in  the  late 
battle  of  Brandywine.  and  cannot  be  fupplied  by  the  ftate  of 
P'er.nfylvania  ;  and  that  the  coft  of  the  faid  blankets  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  give  directions  and  take 
proper  meafures  to  have  ten  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  brought 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible  from  Spiingfield  to  the  weft  fide  of 
liudfon's  river. 

Refohed,  That  general  Sullivan  be  recalled  from  the  army 
until  the  enquiry  heretofore  ordered  into  his  conduct  be  duly 
made. 

Refohed,  That  if  Congrefs  (hall  be  obliged  to  remove  from 
Philadelphia,  Lancafter  be  the  place  where  they  fhall  meet. 

A  petition  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme  de  Borre  was 
read,  praying  to  have  his  waggon  till  his  arrival  at  Charlef- 
town  and  an  order  to  have  forage  for  his  hcrfes,  he  engaging 
on  his  arrival  at  Charleftown  to  fend  the  waggon  back  to  the 
continental  a>my  : 

Refolved^  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  $  where- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
commifiioners  of  Congrefs  at  Paris  in  favour  of  the  feveral 
officers,  and  for  the  feveral  funis  hereafter  mentioned,  the  faid 
tills  to  be  made  payable  at  thirty  days  after  fight,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  value  received  by  and  chargeable  to  Congrefs,  viz. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  baron  de  Kalb  for  6000  hvrea  touruois* 

A  fet  in  favor  of  vifcount  de  Mauroy  for  6000  do. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  monf.  de  Lefer  for  7613  do 

A  fet  in  favor  of  monf.  dc  Valfort  for  7393  do. 

A 
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A  fet  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Franval  for  7200  do. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Fayolle  for  2/\'tO  do. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  monf  de  Vrigny  for   3200  00. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Buyflbn  tor  4712  do. 

A  fet  in  favor  of  monf.  du  Bois  Martin  for  6353  do. 

And  a  fet  in  favor  of  monf.  Candtn  for  i8co  do. 

RefoheJ,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  following  gentlemen 
the  feveral  fums  hereafter  fpecified  to  defiay,  with  the  luuis 
above  directed  to  be  drawn  in  bills  of  exchange  on  the  com- 
milTioners  at  Paris  in  their  favor,  the  expences  of  their  com. 
ing  from  France  and  returning  thither,  viz. 

To  baron  de  Kalb  500  dollars. 

To  monf  de  Lefer  765  do. 

To  chevalier  de  Fayolle  300  do. 

To  chevalier  du  Buyffon  200  do. 

To  vifcount  du  fvlauroy  500  do. 

To  monf.  de  Valfort  8 '  2  do. 

To  monf.  de  Vrigny  410  do. 

To  monf.  Canden  300  do. 

Refolved,  That  the  public  papers  be  put  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  C'arke,  and  that  he  be  impowered,  upon  the  Conj^refs 
removing  to  Lancafter,  to  procure  waggons  fufficient  for  con- 
veying them  thither  and  apply  to  general  Dickinfun  or  any 
other  officer  commanding  troops  in  the  ferviee  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  furnifh  a  guard  to  conduct 
the  faid  papers  fafely  to  Lancafter. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,     September   15,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  Thomas  Wharton  junior,  prefl- 
dentof  the  council  of  Pennfylvania  ;  one  of  the  8  th  from  John 
Carter,  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  auditing  accounts  in  the 
Northern  department,  requefting,  as  important  bufinefs  re- 
quires his  immediate  prefence  at  Bofton,  that  another  com- 
miffioner  may  be  appointed  in  his  room  ;  alfo  a  petition  from 
Robert  White,  deputy  commiflary  general  oi  ifliies,  iequeft- 
ing,  as  upon  trial  he  finds  it  impoffible  for  him  to  do  the  du- 
ties of  the  office,  that  he  may  have  leave  to  refign  his  commif- 
fion  ;  were  read  : 

Refohed,  That  for  the  reafons  affigned,  Mr.  Carter  and 
M-  White  have  leave  to  refign  their  commiffions. 

A  letter  from  monf.  du  Coudray  to  'v»r  Chafe  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  and  read,   wherein  he  requefts,  for  himfelf  and 

fundry 


394    JOURNALS    OF   CONGRESS. 

fundry  gentlemen,  who  accompanied  him  to  this  country  from 
France,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  fighting  in  the  American 
army  without  running  the  rifque  of  not  being  fubjedts  of  ex- 
change Ihoutd  they  by  the  fortune  of  war  be  made  prifoners  ; 
informing  that  any  rank  which  Congrefs  may  think  proper  to 
give  him  and  them  will  be  acceptable,  aflcing  for  himfelf  only 
the  rank  of  captain,  fur  the  commiffioned  officers  who  accom- 
panied him,  the  rank  of  lieutenants,  and  for  the  non-  commif- 
fioned officers  the  rank  of  enfigns:  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  his  rcqueft  be  complied  with,  and  that  com- 
miffions  be  made  out   accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  1 500  dollars  be  advanced  to  monf  du  Coud- 
ray,  for  himfelf  and  the  gentlemen  who  accompanied  him,  he 
to  be  accountable; 

Refohed,  That  a  commander  of  the  horfe  be  appointed 
with  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  ; 

The  ballots  being  taken,  count  Pulafki  was  ele&ed. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Frederick  de  Bedaulx  be  appointed  a 
captain  by  brevet,  and  receive  the  pay  and  rations  annexed 
to  that  rank  from  the  loth  May  laft. 

A  deposition  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  containing  infor- 
mation of  a  confpiracy  being  formed  againfl  the  United  States 
and  intended  to  be  put  in  execution  within  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  whereas  it  may  happen  that  fome  perfons  may 
be  concerned  in  it,  who  are  not  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  that 
ftate, 

Rfohed,  That  Congrefs  will  co-operate  with  the  faid  ftate 
in  tracing  the  faid  confpiracy,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  other  Hates,  within  whofe  jurifdiftion  any  of  the  confpi- 
rators  may  refide,  to  co-operate  in  the  fame  manner  with  the 
ftate  of  Pennfy'vania. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
loan  office  of  rhe  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  in  favor  of  J.  Shallus, 
deputy  commiiTary  general  of  purchafes,  for  3200  dollars,  on 
account  of  his  department,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  ftate  of  New-HampPnire,  and  that  tbe  fame  be  paid  by  a 
warrant  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  faid  ftate 
for  50,000  dollars,  and  by  another  warrant  on  the  commiffi- 
oner of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachiifetts-Bay  for 
50,000  dollars,  the  faid  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  afTembly  of  Pennfylvania  having  made  a  change  in  the 
delegates  of  their  ftate,  aa  extract  from  their  minutes  was 
read  as  follows  ;  "la 
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"  In  general  aflVmbly  of  Pennfylvania,  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber 14,  ;  777-  *  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yefterday,  the  houfe 
refumed  the  confideration  of  the  chilling  new  delegates  to  ferve 
tliis  Hate  in  Congrefs.  when  it  was  refolved  that  uew  dele- 
gates be  immediately  elected  inllead  of  Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
efquire,  who  has  refigned,  and  of  James  Wilfon  and  George 
Clymer,  efquires,  who  are  hereby  fuperfeded  :  whereupoa 
the  houfe  proceeded  to  the  faid  election  by  ballot*  when  Jo« 
feph  Reed,  efquire,  William  Clingan,  efquire,  and  doclor 
Samuel  Duffield,  were  duly  elected.  Extract  from  the  mi- 
nutes,  J.    morris,  clerk  of  affembly." 

Refolved,  That  another  major  general  be  appointed  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  barron  de  Kalb  was  elected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpor.ed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  September  16,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  governor  Livingflon  at  Haddon- 
field,  was  read  requefling  a  fupply  of  ammunition  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  military  (lores  he 
directed  to  fupply  the  Hate  of  New-Jerfey  with  the  quantity 
of  cartridges  mentioned  in  the  refolve  of  the  affembly  of  thft 
ftate,  dated  15th  of  September,  taking  care  that  a  fufficienf 
quantity  be  referred  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  general 
Wafhington  ,  but  if  the  quantity  of  cartridges  afcrefaid  can- 
not fafely  be  fpared,  that  in  that  cafe  he  fupply  the  quantity 
of  powder  and  lead  mentioned  in  the  faid  refolve. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Dickinfon  at  Trenton  j 
one  of  the  1 5th  from  general  Wafhington  at  the  Ruck  Tavern  ; 
and  another  of  the  fame  day  from  him,  dated  camp  between 
the  Warren  and  White  Horfe  taverns ;   were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  president  and  fupreme  executive  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  of  genera!  Wafhington's  de- 
fire,  that  the  provifions  in  this  city  mould  be  removed,  to  a 
place  of  fafety  ;  referving  only  what  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants  and  for  the  army  under  his  command; 
and  that  the  prefident  and  council  be  defired  in  the  name  of 
this  Congrefs  to  take  the  moil  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures 
to  have  the  fame  carried  into  execution  :  alfo  that  the  prefident 
and  council  be  requefted  tc  exert  the  mod  vigorous  efforts  to 
obtain  from  this  city  as  many  blankets  as  poflible  and  with 
the  greatefl  expedition,  as  the  general  reprefencs  many  of  the 
foldiers  to  be  without  blankets,  and  that  their  health  will  be 
jnuch  expofed  by  remaining  fo. 

Vol.  III.  Z  z  Ordered, 
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Ordcredy  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commifiioner  of  the 
loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  for  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars,  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan,  efquire,  com- 
mifTary  general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Northern 
department,  the  faid  commiflary  general  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  faid  W.  Buchanan,  efquire, 
commiflary  general  of  purchafes,  200,000  dollars  for  the  ufe 
of  his  department,  be  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  letters  and  invoices  of  cargoes  imported  in  the  Nep- 
tune, captain  Ifaac  Lee,  and  the  Succefs,  captain  Cabbot 
Geriifh,  from  Bilboa  to  Bofton,  were  laid  before  Congrefs ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  iflues,  the  quar- 
termafter  general,  the  commiflary  general  of  military  ftores* 
the  director  general  and  cloathier  general,  be  feverally  di- 
rected to  remove  without  delay  to  Bethlehem  or  fome  other 
place  of  fafety  the  patients  or  (lores  belonging  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  departments  ordered  to  or  depofited  in  Trenton. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  commifiioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  in  favor  of  the 
committee  of  commerce  for  5000  dollars,  for  which  they  are 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  faid  loan-officer  for  8000  dol- 
lars, in  favor  of  the  continental  navy  board,  in  Philadelphia  5 
they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Georgia  25,000  dollars,  to  difcharge  a  bill  drawn  on  them 
by  that  ftate  in  favor  of  colonel  John  White,  and  that  it  be 
confidered  as  part  of  the  fum  appropriated  for  the  military 
cheft  in  the  faid  ftate,  and  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  for  the  ftate  of 
Georgia  3000  dollars,  out  of  the  fum  appropriated  to  that 
ilate  on  account  of  its  claim  againft  the  United  States  for 
expenditures  for  the  public  fervice,  for  which  fum  the  faid 
Itate  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  letter  of  the  15th 
from  general  Wafhington,  whereupon  it  was  moved  to  be 
refolved, 

That 
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That  the  execution  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  for  the 
recal  of  general  Sullivan  from  the  army  in  the  prefent  critical 
fituation  of  affairs,  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  general  VVafh- 
ington  until  further  orders  : 

To  which  it  was  moved  to  add, 

"  And  that  Congrefs  fubmit  to  the  difcretion  of  general 
Wafhingcon,  whether  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  place 
the  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  under  the  command  of 
Come  other  major  general,  it  being  at  the  requeft  of  the  de- 
legates of  thofe  ftates  ;'*  The  queftion  put  on  the  additi- 
on— 


\ 

J 


no 


no 

no  j>  m 

no  >  no 

no  J 

no  \  no 

no 

no 


Mr.  Folfom,.        no  \  no 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  no' 
Mr.  J.    Adams,  no 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr,  Lovell, 
Mr.  Mafchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.   Law, 
Mr.   Elmer, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.   Roberdeau,  no 
Mr.  Reed,  ay  j>  ay 

Mr.  Chafe,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Smith,         ay\a* 
Mr.  Harrifon,      no~i 
Mr.  Jones,  no  >  no 

Mr.  R,  H.  Lee,  noS 
Mr.   Burke,  nol 

Mr.  Penn,  „0\na 

Mr.  Laurens,        no  ^  no 
Mr.  Walton,         nol    ,.   .,  . 
Mr.  Brownfon,    ay\divlded- 

So  it  was  palled  in  the   negative. 

Queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  motion, 

Refolved  in   the  affirmative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  17,    1777. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from    governor  Livingfton,  and  one 
inclofed  to  him  from  general  Dickinfon,   were  read,  where- 
»pon 

Z  z  2  Refohed$ 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maflachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 

South- Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Refohed,  That  in  the  prcfent  fituation  of  affairs  it  be  left 
to  the  difcretion  of  governor  Livingfton,  to  retain  the  whole 
of  the  militia  of  New- Jerfey  for  the  defence  of  that  ftate 
or  to  fend  a  part  of  the  faid  militia  to  reinforce  the  array 
under  general  vVafhington,  as  circumftances  may  make  it  ne- 
ceffary : 

That  governor  Livingfton  be  requefted  to  afford  every 
aftiftance  in  his  power  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic Mores  from  Trenton  to  Bethlehem  or  fome  other  place  of 
fafety. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  letters  received  from  governor, 
Livingfton  and  general  Dickinfon  be  forwarded  immediately 
to  general  Wafhington.  » 

Whereas  monf.  du  Coudray,  colonel  brigadier  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  king  of  France,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  artillery  in  the  French  colonies  of 
America,  gallantly  offered  to  join  the  American  army  a&  a 
volunteer,  but  in  his  way  thither  was  moft  unfortunately 
drowned    in  attempting  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill  : 

Refohed,  That  the  corpfe  of  the  faid  monf.  du  Coudray 
be  interred  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
the  honors  of  war  ;  and  that  the  town  major  carry  this  order 
into  execution. 

Whereas,  notwithstanding  the  brave  exertions  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  may  poffibly,  by  the 
fortune  of  war,  be  for  a  time  poffeffed  by  the  enemy's  army, 
which  availing  itfelf  of  the  provifions  and  other  neceffary 
fupplics  now  in  it,  may  be  enabled  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour  ;  and  whereas  it  is  abfolutely  effential  to  the  liberties 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  moft  effectual  and  lpeedy 
means  mould  be  adopted  for  fecuring  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  every  article  which  may  be  neceffary  for  their 
equipment"  and  fubliftence  ;  and  whereas  from  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy's  army  and  by  the  wicked  arts  of  ex- 
tortioners, engroffers  and  others,  enemies  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  it  may  be  impracticable  to  collect  in  time  and  by 
way  of  regular  purchafe  a  competent  fupply  ;  and  whereas 
it  may  be  eiTen'tial  to  the  public  welfare,  that  Congrefs  fhould 
adjourn  to  fome  place  more  remote  than  this  city  from  the 
fcene  of  action,-  in  order  that  its  deliberations  may  be  con- 
ducted without  interruption  j  therefore 

Rcfohedf 
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Refolrvedi  That  general  Wafhington  be  authorifed  and  di- 
rected to  fufpend  all  officers  who  fhall  mifbehave,  and  to  fill 
up  a)!  vicancies  in  the  American  army  under  the  rank  of 
icrs,  until  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  (hall  be  communi- 
cated ,  to  take  wherever  he  may  be  ail  fuch  provifions  and 
other  articles  as  may  be  necefTary  for  the  comfortable  fub- 
liftance  of  the  army  under  his  command  paying  or  giving 
Certificates  for  the  fame  :  to  remove  and  fecure,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  owners,  all  goods  and  effects  which  may  be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  enemy  :  provided  that  the  powers  hereby 
veiled  fhall  be  exercifed  only  in  fuch  parts  of  thefe  dates  as 
niay  be  within  the  circumference  of  feventy  miles  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  American  army,  and  (hall  continue  in  force 
for  the  fpace  of  fixty  days,  unlefs  fooner  revoked  by  Con- 
grejs. 

R  pjhed,  That  the  public  faith  be  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  provifions  or  other  articles  to  be  taken,  and  for 
which  certificates  ihall  have  been  given,  at  fuch  prices  as  are 
exprefled  in  the  certificates ;  or  if  the  prices  are  not  ex- 
prefTed,  to  be  paid  for  as  the  fame  fhall  be  valued  by  com- 
miffioners  foi  that  purpofe  to  be  hereafter  appointed  by  Con* 
grefs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Froft  have  leave  of  abfence  for  recovery 
of  his  health. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  the  executive  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  in  anfwer  to  the  refolves  of  yefttrday  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  fent  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton. 

Adjourned  to  fix  o'clock. 

Six  o'clock,   P.  M.      -. 
Congrefs  met  and  poftpnning  the  feveral  matters  to  thi* 
day  referred,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  18,  1777. 
A  letter  •  f  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington  at  the  Yel- 
low Springs,  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  order  for  removing  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed and  hofpital  ilores  from  Trenton  be  fufpended. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  colonel  Jofeph  Wood  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington. 

A 
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A  memorial  from  colonel  Flower  was  read,  together  with 
a  lift  of  the  corps  of  the  artillery,  artificers  and  other  officers 
under  che  command  and  in  the  department  of  the  commiflaiy 
general  of  military  {tores  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  commifiions  be  granted  to  the  faid  officers 
agreeable  to  their  refpeftive  ranks. 

Refolved,  That  chaplains  be  appointed  to  the  hofpitals  in 
the  feveral  departments,  and  that  their  pay  be  each  60  dol- 
lars a  month  and  three  rations  a  day  and  forage  for  one 
horfe  : 

The  reverend  Mr.  Noah  Cook  was  elected  chaplain  of  the 
hofpitals  in  the  eaftern  department. 

Refolved,  That  major  general  Armflrong  be  directed  forth- 
with to  caufe  all  the  printing  preffes  and  types  in  this  city 
and  Germantown  to  be  removed  to  fecure  places  in  the 
country,  excepting  Mr.  Bradford's  prefs  in  this  city  with 
Englifh  types. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Towers,  acting  as 
commiftary  of  military  ftores  and  continental  armourer  from 
19th  November  1775,  to  19th  May  1777,  two  dollars  a  day, 
including  the  keeping  of  a  horfe. 

A  letter  of  the  1 6th  from  general  Putnam  at  Peek's-kill 
was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

During  the  adjournment  the  prefident  received  a  letter  from 
colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  general  Washington's  aids,  which 
intimated  the  neceffity  of  removing  the  Congrefs  immediately 
from  Philadelphia  ;  whereupon  the  members  left  the  city, 
and,  agreeably  to  the  refolve  of  the  14th  repaired  to  Lan- 
caller. 

LANCASTER,  Saturday,  September  27 ,  1777*1 
A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Gates  at  the  heights 
above  Behman's  ;  one  of  the  16th  from  colonel  Gift  at  Chrif- 
tiana  bridge  ;  one  of  the  1 6th  from  colonel  Gibfon  at  Alex- 
andria ;  and  one  of  the  23d  from  general  Walhmgton  at 
Pottfgrove,  were  read. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Conway,  one  from  colonel 
G.  Morgan  at  fort  Pitt,  with  feveral  papers  inclofed,  and 
a  letter  from  the  baron  de  Kalb  to  colonel  R.  H.  Lee,  were 
read. 

Ordered, 


September,'    1777.  401 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull  was  read. 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Treafury. 

Refofoed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  co-ope- 
rate with  general  Wafhington  in  deviling  and  carrying  into 
execution  effe&ual  meafures  for  fupplyingthe  army  with  fire- 
arms, fhoes  blankets,  ftockings,  provisions  and  other  necef- 
faries  ;  and  that  in  executing  this  bufinefs  thefe  collections 
be  confined,  as  much  as  circumftances  will  admit,  to  perfons 
of  difaffecled  and  equivocal  charafte-s. 

Refofoed,  That  the.  treafury  board  direct  the  treafuier, 
with  all  his  papers,  forms,  &c.  to  repair  to  the  town  of  York 
in  Pennfylvania. 

Adjourned  to  Yorktown,  there  to  meet  on  Tuefday  next 
at  10  o'clock. 
YORKTOWN,    Tuesday,  Stptember  30,   1777. 

Met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,    Otlober  1,    1777. 

Congrefs  having  appointed  the  reverend  Mr  White  and 
the  reverend  Mr.  P.  Allifon  their  chaplains,  and  the  latter 
having  declined, 

Refohed,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  George  Duffield  be  ap- 
pointed in  his  room. 

Refohed,  That  the  appointments  of  the  chaplains  to  Con- 
grefs be  the  fame  as  to  chaplains  of  the  hofpitalsin  thefeveral 
departments. 

Refohed,  That  till  further  orders  Congrefs  (hall  meet  at 
IO  o'clock,  A.  M.  fit  till  one,  then  adjourn  to  four. 

A  memorial  from  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  and  a  letter 
from  the  baron  de  Kalb,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
loan  office  in  Conne&icut,  and  another  on  the  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
each  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efq; 
late  commiffary  general,  on  his  application  by  letter  dated 
Hartford  September  16th  1777,  to  difcharge  his  engage- 
ments in  that  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A 
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A  letter  of  the  1 9th,  one  of  the  19th,  and  one  of  the  29th 
of  September  from  general  Wafhington  ;  two  of  the  22a!  of 
September  from  general  Gates  with  fundry  papers  inclined  ; 
five  from  brigadier  general  R.  How,  at  Charlefton.  viz. 
one  of  25th  Augurt,  two  of  the  28th,  one  of  the  2Qth  Augu'ft 
and  one  of  the  12th  of  September  ;  a  letter  and  memorial 
from  A.  Gwinnet  of  Georgia  ;  a  letter  from  John  h  dam 
Treutlan,  governor  of  Georgia  ;  with  fundry  papers  incloJed  ; 
one  from  lieutenant  colonel  Hale  ;  one  from  colonel  Lewis 
Nicola  ;  and  one  from  Barnabas  Deane  ;  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  monf.  de  Borre  was  read  . 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difmified 

A  petition  from  Abraham  Nimham  and  one  from  James 
Hallet  were  read 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tomorrow. 

Thursday,     OBoler  2,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Gates  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  W2r. 

That  the  letter  of  25th  Auguft.  from  brigadier  general 
Howe  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Refolded,  That  the  refignation  of  brigadier  general  Gadf- 
den  be  accepted.     • 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  28th  and  29th  Auguft  and 
1 2th  September,  from  brigadier  general  Howe  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

That  the  letters  from  Mrs.  Gwinnet  and  the  governor  of 
Georgia  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Bfownfon  and 
Mr.  Harriet. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Hale  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  conducting  the  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  the  lofs  Ticonderoga  and  the  conduct  of  the  general 
officers  in  that  department 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Mr.  Lawrence,  com- 
miffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  Connecticut,  for  20,000  dol- 
lars, in  favor  of  Barnabas  Deane,  the  fame  being  in  lieu  of 
alike  order  in  his  favor  dated  6th  May  laft,  which  was  pre- 
fented  for  payment  1 8th  Auguft,  but  has  not  been  paid,  the 
order  being  loft. 

A  letter  of  17th  September  from  Jeremiah  Powell,  pre- 
fident  of  the  council  of  Maffachuletts-Bay,  incloiing  a 
eopy  of  a  letter  from   Jolhua  Loring,    Britifh  commiffary 

of 
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Crf  ptifoners,  to  do&or  Benjamin  Church,  propofing  an  ex- 
change of  dodor  M*  Henry  of  Philadelphia  for  him,  was 
read  ;  whereupon 

It  was  moved  to    comply  with  the  propofal  ; 

Queltion  put,  parted  in  the  negative 

A  letter  of  the  20th  September  from  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, junior,  was  read  : 

Ordered,    That  it  be  referred  to  the   board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  th  Auguil  and  two  of  the  I  ith  Sep- 
tember from  J.  Rutledge:  prelident  of  South- Carolina, 
were   read 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  1  ith  refps&ing  prifon- 
crs  be  referred  to  trie  marine  committee,  and  the  otiier  two 
to  the  board  of  war 

A  letter  of  30th  September  from  Ifaac  Melchior  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That    it  be  referred    to  the  board  of  war. 

A   memorial  from    Daniel  Batwel   was  read. 

Ordered  That  a  wa  rant  iflfue  on  the  treafiirer  or  auditor 
general  of  the  United  States,  or  on  aither  of  them,  to  pay 
to  Jofias  Clapham,  efquire,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  miutia 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  two  ttioufand  dollars  for  the 
ufe  of  the  faid  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Four  0  Ciock,  P    M. 

A  memorial  from  monf.  le  Brun,  and  a  letter  from  John 
Dorfius  and  one  from  brigadier  general  Howe,  relative  to 
eight  French  officers,  were  read 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  memorial  from  the 
reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Batwel,  fetting  forth  "  that  on  a  ctiarge 
of  being  concerned  in  a  confpiracy  to  dettroy  the  continen- 
tal magazines  in  ths  (late,  he  was  in  cuftoJy  of  the  keep- 
er of  the  jail  of  York  county,  by  virtue  of  a  commitment, 
until  Congrefs  or  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  this  ftate 
fhould  take  further  order  touching  him,  or  until  he  ihould 
be  otherwife  difcharged  according  to  law  .''  and  it  appearing 
to  Congrefs,  by  the  certificate  of  dodtor  Jamefon,  that  the 
memoralift  is  fo  mnch  emaciated  by  a  comp'ication  of  dil- 
orders  that  his  life  will  he  endangered,  unlefshe  be  removed 
from  the  laid  jail, 

Refolved,  That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  preli- 
dent and  fupreme  executive  council  of  this  State  to  take 
fuch  order  relative  to  the  memorialing  as  they  fridll  think 
proper  ;  and  that   in  the  mean   time  the  keeper  of  the  jail 
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be  dire&ed  to  remove  the  petitioner  from  the  faid  jail  to 
fome  other  fafe  and  proper  place,  and  there  grant  him  eve- 
ry indulgence  necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  his  health, 
confiltt-nt  with  the  fafe  keeping  of  his  perlon  :  and  that  the 
commanding  officer  in  this  place  afford  the  neceflary  affifl- 
ance  of  guards  for1  that  purpofe. 

Refohcd,  That  the  articles  of  confederation  be  taken  into 
confideration  to-morrow  morning  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Refoivedf  That  the  commiffary  general  of  provifions, 
the  quarter  matter  general  and  their  deputies,  refpe&ive- 
ly,  be  dire&ed  to  provide  and  fupply,  in  the  places  where 
Congrefs  may  meet,  fuch  articles  of  their  refpe&ive  de- 
partments as  may  be  required  by  the  feveral  membere 
thereof  for  the  ufe  of  themfelves,  their  fervants  and  hor- 
fes,  the  faid  members  paying  the  coft  of  the  faid  articles  5 
and  that  this  refolution  extend  to  the  fecretaries,  treafu- 
rer  and  the  officers  of  the  feveral  boards  and  committees 
of  Congrefs. 

Refoived,  That  the  treaty  made  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Silas  Deane,  at  Paris  the  17th  February  1777,  with 
the  chevalier  du  Portail  and  others,  be  confirmed  and  ra- 
tified as  far  as  it  relates    to  monf.  de  Laumoy. 

A  letter  from  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary  general  of  pur- 
chafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  iff  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme, 
de  Borre,  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     DSober  3,    1777. 

A  letter  ofthe  iff  and  one  of  the  12th  September  from 
captain  N.  Biddle,  of  the  Randolph  frigate,  the  firft  con- 
taining charges  againft.  lieutenant  Panatier  de  la  Folconer  ; 
one  of  the  26th  Auguft  and  one  of  the  12th  September 
from  John  Doriius  ;  alfo  two  letters  of  intelligence  refpeft- 
infr  ftores  and  (.loathing  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  intelligence  refpefting  ftores  and 
cloathing  be  kept  fecret,  and  that  the  committee  of  com- 
merce purfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  judge  proper  in  con- 
fequence  thereof. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ; 
whereupon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Hayg,  in  difcharge 
of  a  bill  of  exchange  affigned  to  him  by  John  Afhe,  efquire, 
public  treafurei  of  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  on  the 
continental  treafurer,  250  dollars,  being  for  pay  and  fub- 
fiftance  of  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  that  ftate ;  the 
faid  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  in 
part  of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  that 
ftate. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Refolded,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing 
commiffioners  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  Georgia 
againft  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon  it  was  moved, 

•*  That  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of 
war,  refpe&ing  the  baron  de  Kalb,  be  poftponed  ;  that  a 
copy  of  the  baron's  letter  to  R.  H.  Lee,  efquire,  of  the 
28th  September,  and  of  brigadier  general  Conway's  letter 
to  Congrefg  of  the  25  th  September,  be  tranfmitted  to  ge- 
neral Wafhington,  and  that  he  direft  an  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  priority  of  rank  between  the  baron  de 
Kalb  and  general  Conway  in  France,  and  report  the  fame  to 
Congrefs :' 


Queftion  put. 

New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts*Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New- York, 

Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Folfom,         no  |>  no 
S.  Adams,  no 
J.  Adams 


no  I 
no  l 

no  J 


no 


no 
no  ^ 
no  [>  no 


no 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr,  Lovell, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.   Duane, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  no  ^  no 

Mr.  Chafe,  no")    ,.  ... 

Mr.  Carrol,  ay\d' 

Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.  -""^  - 
Mr. 


} 


ay 


A.  a  a2 


Ir.  Carrol,  ay  _J 

"r.  Harrifon,      ay~\ 
[r.  Jones,  ay  I 

Ir.  F  L.  Lee,  no  { 
Ir.  R,  H.  Lee,KoJ 


North- 


4p6        JOURNALS   Of   CONGRESS. 

North-Carolina,  Mr,  Penn,  ay  \ 

Mr.    Harnett,  ay  )  a* 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Middleton,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Heyward,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Laurens,  no} 

Georgia,  Mr.  Brownfon,  no  J>  no 

So  it  pafltd  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  beiDg  poftponed> 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,    October  4,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  September  from  Charles  Stewart, 
coffmiflary  general  of  ifTues,  and  one  of  this  day  from  the 
chevalier  de  Bone,  were  read  : 

Ordeiea,  That  fuch  part  of  Mr.  Stewart's  letter  as  relates 
to  money  be  referred  to  the  board  0/  treafury,  and  the  re- 
mainrcr  to  the  board  of  war. 

Conj  ref  took  into  conlideration  the  letter  of  the  1  ft", 
from  JS  on..  Preudhomme  de  Bone,  wherein  he  afks  to  be 
made  a  major  general,  and  complains  of  being  condemned 
before  he  was  heard  ;  and  confidering  that  Congrtfs  had 
ordered  an  enquiry  into  the  condudt  of  Mr.  de  Bone,  and 
that  he  being  notified  thereof  did  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, wait  on  the  prefident  with  an  offer  to  refign  his 
commiffion  of  brigadier  general,  and  his  refignation  being 
accepted, 

Refclved)  That  Congrefs  do  not  confider  him  as  an  officer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  he  having  refigned  his 
commiffion  ;  and  that  hisrequefl  to  be  made  a  major  general^ 
or  to  be  further  emp'oyed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  motion  was  made,  "That  general  Wafhington  be  di- 
jx-fltd  to  order  zoco  ftands  of  the  arms  expected  from 
Springfield,  to  the  ft  ate  of  Maryland,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
governor  and  council  of  that  ftate,  the  arms  fo  delivered  to 
"be  charged  to  that  ftate :  on  motion  made  and  queltion 
put, 

Rifolvea',  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Congrefs  was  moved  to  pafs  the  following  refolution  : 

*'  Whereas  Jt  appears  by  letters  to  Congrefs  from  John 
Adam  Treutlan  efquire,  governor  of  Georgia,  and  par- 
ticularly by  one  dated  ioth  June  laft,  that  it  is  the  defire 
of  the  executive  powers  of  government  in  the  ftate  cf 
Georgia,  that  Congrefs  fhould  take  under  their  confider- 
ation 
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ration  the  feveral  accufations  againft  George  M'Intofli, 
and  determine  on  the  cafe,  and  for  that  purpofe  have 
tranf.nitted  to  Congrefs  divers  minutes  of  council  and 
afiVmbly,  together  with  certified  copies  of  depositions  re- 
lative to  the  faivi  cafe,  and  had  for  that  pnrpofe  ordered 
that  the  faid  M'Intofli  fliould  be  conducted  under  guard 
to.PhihJelph'a ,;  and  whereas  the  faid  George  M'Intofli 
has  flgnifi  d  his  content  to  fubmit  to  an  enquiry  by  a  com- 
mittee of  Congrats  into  the  c  antes  of  his  commitment  :— — 
Refolved,  *  hat  the  committee  appointed  to  confi- 
der  and  eport  upon  the  Utters  depositions,  and  other 
papers  which  have  been  received  from  governor  Trent- 
Ian,  be  authorifed  to  inform  the  faid  G.  iSAllrrtofh,  now 
attending  the  orders  of  Congrats,  of  the  accufations  al- 
ledged  againft:  him,  and  to  furnifh  him.  if  he  hYill  re- 
quire it,  with  copits  of  the  deuOiitions  and  other  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  charge,  to  hear  and  ieceive  fuch  an- 
fwers  as  he  may  offer  in  his  defence,  and  report  the  whole 
to    Congrefs.'"' 

The  q<ieftion    put,    pafTed  in   the    negative. 
A  motion  was  then  made  that  it  be 

Rfolverf,   llhat   the  committee   to  whom  the  letter  from 
governor    f'reutlan,    with   the     papers    accompanying   them, 
were  referred,   lie  difcharged  from  confidering  them — • 
New  Hampshire,  Mr     Folfom,        ay  \  ay 

Maffachufetts-Bay,  Mr.  S  Adams,  no~\ 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  no  { 
Mr.   Gerry,  no  I 

Mr.    Lovell,  no  J 

Rhode-Ifland,  Mr.    Marchant,    no  \  no 

Connnedticut,  Mr.   Dyer,  ay  1 

Mr.    Law,  no  >  ay 

Mr,   Williams,     ay  J 
New-York,  Mr.  Duane,  no  1 

Mr.  Duer,  no  Cno 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeati,  no']  no 

Maryland,  Mr.   Chafe,  ay  -* 

Mr.  Carrol,         ay  Kay 
Mr.  Smith,  ay  \ 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harrifon,      no 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay 
Mr.  Jones,  ay  1  ay 

Mr.  R.-H.Lee,  «v. 

North- Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay'l 

Mr.  Harnett,   ayj^ 

South- 
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South  Carolina.  Mr.   Middleton,  ay 

rd,     ay 

s,       no 

on,    ay  1    ,.   . 
-   J-  divii 
i ,        no  J 


<&</« 


7 

Mr.  Hey  ward,     ay  £  <zy 
Mr.  Laurens,       no  J 
Georgia,  Mr   Brownfon, 

Mr.  Walton, 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  refpech'ng  George  M'Intofh,  and 
en  motion 

Refofoed.  That  the  confederation  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
Monday    next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ; 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  monf  de  Romanet,  monf. 
du  Ballet  monf.  Vjllefranche,  monf.  l'Enfant,  monf.  Ni- 
verd,  monf.  Fouquet  and  monf.  Fouquet,  junior,  lately  ar- 
rived from  France  to  tender  their  fervices  to  the  United 
States,  each  ioo  dollars,  for  which  they  lhall  be  refpe&ive- 
ly  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  commifTary  general  of  ifTues  be  fup- 
plied  from  time  to  time  with  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
feveral  officers  and  other  expences  of  his  department  out  of 
ihe  continental  treafury,  for  which  purpofe  he  is  to  apply 
to  Congrefs  and  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure;  and 
that  io,oco  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  or  his  agtnt  on  ac- 
count of  the  faid  department,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Four  o'Clock,    P    M. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  two  letters  to 
William  Buchanan,  efquire,  commifTary  general  of  pur- 
chafes,  one  from  Peter  Colt,  efquire,  and  the  other  from  ge- 
neral Putnam,  on  thefubjeft  of  the  com mifiary's  department, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  if  the  deputy  commifTary  general  of  pur- 
chafes  or  of  ifTues  appointed  for  the  Eaftern  diftrict  fhall  de  ] 
cline  to  accept  of  or  officiate  in  their  refpt&ive  offices,  major- 
general  Putnam  the  commanding  officer  at  Peck's  kill,  or 
the  commanding  officer  there  for  the  time  being,  be 
authorifed  and  directed  to  appoint  fuitable  perfons  to 
thofe  refpeclive  offices  or  either  of  them  ;  and  that  major 
general  Gates,  or  the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  be- 
ing of  the  Northern  department,  have  fimilar  power 
with  refpeft  to  the  deputy  commifTary   general  of  purcha- 
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fes  and  of  iffues  for  the  Northern  department,  and  that  they 
reflectively  certify  the  names  ot  the  commiffaries  which  they 
may  appoint,  to  Congrefs  for  approbation. 

Refofoed,  That  every  affiftant  appointed  or  that  hereafter 
may  be  appointed  by  the  refpcctive  deputy  commiffaries 
general  of  purchafes  and  of  iffues,  fhall  enter  into  bond  to 
the  prefident  of  Congrefs  in  the  penalty  of  5C00  dollars  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  ;  and  fuch  bond 
being  taken  by  the  deputy  commiffary  general  and  lodged 
with  the  pay  matter  general  or  deputy  pay  mailer  general 
of  the  diltrict,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  treafury 
board,  the  deputy  commiffary  general  fhall  no  longer  be 
chargeable  or  accountable  for  the  good  behaviour  of  fuch 
affiftants. 

That  every  deputy  commiffary  general  fhall  be  authori- 
fed  to  appoint  as  many  clerks,  not  exceeding  the  number 
.of  three,  as  the  refptctiye  commiffaries  general  mall  judge 
neceffary,  who  are  directed  to  report  the  fame  to  Con- 
grefs. 

And  whereas  it  is  reprefented  that  it  will  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of  Congrefs  for 
branding  and  numbering  cattle  on  the  horns: 

Refolded,  That  the  purchafers  of  live  flock  be  reflectively 
directed  to  adopt  fuch  other  mode  for  marking  the  iame  as 
they  fhall  jud^e  expedient,  and  to  tranfmit  to  Congrels  by 
the  ealieft  opportunity  the  regulations  for  that  purpofe  by 
them  adopted. 

That  each  of  the  deputy  commiffaries  general  of  pur- 
chafes  be  au  horifed  to  allow  to  the  purchafers  of  live  flock 
in  his  refpedtive  diftrict,  a  longer  time  for  making  the 
returns  required  by  the  icth  article  of  the  regulations  of 
the  department  of  the  commiffaries  than  is  the-ein  fpeci- 
fied  :  provided  fuch  deputy  commiffary  general  fhall  judge 
it  neceffary,  and  the  time  further  allowed  does  not  exceed 
ene  month.  And  if  in  the  hurry  of  a  march  or  engage- 
ment or  at  any  other  time,  any  deputy  appointed  to  receive, 
kill  and  deliver  live  ftock,  fhall  be  unable  to  weigh  the 
meat,  hides  and  tallow  thereof,  he  mall  be  indemnified 
from  any  charge  of  neglect  upon  producing  to  the  re- 
fpedtive purchafer  of  cattle  a  certificate  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  army,  poll  or  detachment,  of  the  fact 
aforefaid  ;  and  fuch  certificate  fhall  alfo  excufe  the  pur- 
chaier  of  live  itock  from  producing  the  receipt  of  the  if- 
iuing  commiffary  required  by  the  14th  article  of  the  faid 
regulations ;  That 
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That  it  never  was  the  intention  of  Congrefs  to  make  any 
purchafer  of  live  flock  or  officer  of  the  department  liable 
for  unavoidable  lofs  of  all  or  any  part  of  fuch  live  flock, 
when  fuch  purchafer  or  officer  fhall  make  appear  that  proper 
care  hath  been  taken  to  prevent  fuch  lofs. 

Ordered*  That  there  be  advanced  to  Marquifs  Calmes, 
commander  of  the  divifion  of  Virginia  militia  from  Frederick 
county,  looo  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  divifion,  the 
faid  M.  Calmes  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  Weaver,  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  the  prifoners  of  war  to  Virginia,  2.00 
dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  d<  partment  under  his  command, 
and  the  fupport  of  the  prifoners  in  the  maich;  and  for 
•which  he  fhall  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  vefumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
board  of  war ;   whereupon 

Rifohed,  That  the  baron  de  Kalb  be  at  liberty  to  give  up 
his  commiflion  of  major  general,  if  the  contingency  men- 
tioned in  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  laft  month  fhould  hap- 
pen. 

That  the  baron  de  Kalb's  commiffion  be  dated  the  fame 
day  with  that  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  agreeable  to  the 
baron's  requeft. 

That  a  compliance  with  the  4th  and  5th  articles  of  baron 
de  Kalb's  letter  would  be  improper  at  this  lime,  as  Congrefs 
have  not  made  any  provifion  for  their  own  efficers,  with 
whom  foreign  officers  of  equal  merit  and  iervicc  will  always 
be  confidered  on  a  footing. 

Refolded,  That  the  commilTary  general  of  purchafes  em- 
ploy a  proper  perfon  to  receive  all  the  wheat  belonging  to 
the  United  States  in  the  feveral  mills  and  ftore  houles 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  York  town,  and  have  luch  parts 
as  are  good,  manufadtured  into  flour,  and  delivered  to 
the  commifiary  general  of  iflues  ;  the  bran  and  damaged 
wheat  to  be  delivered  toithe  commiflary  of  forage. 

RefoJved,  That  major  Henry  Brockholft  Livingflon,  aid 
de  camp  to  major  general  Schuyler,  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a  lieutenant  colonel,  as  a  reward  for  h;s  merit  and 
fervices,   in  the  American  army. 

Refohied,  That  major  Troup,  aid  de  camp  to  major  ge- 
neral  Gates,  be  prefented  with   a  commiffion  of  lieutenent 
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colonel,  as  a   reward  of  his  merit  and  fervlces   in  the  Ame- 
rican army. 

Refohed,  That  the  chevalier  de  BuifTon  {hall  have  a  com- 
mi'fi  >n  as  a  major,  and  whenever  he  mail  think  proper  to  re- 
turn to  France,  he  (hall,  if  not  promoted  before  that  time  to 
a  higher   rank,  receive  a  commiffiorj  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  general  Washington  to 
make  fuch  provifun  for  quartering  the  troops  in  the  winter 
feafon,  as  he  (hall  think  proper. 

Refolwd,  That  a  Handing  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be 
appointed,  and  that  the  petition  of  Abraham  Nimhani  be 
referred  to  them  : 

That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing  the  faid 
committee. 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  New- York  be 
defired  to  erect  a  monument,  at  continental  expence,  of  the 
value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  bri- 
gadier Hirkemer,  who  commanded  the  militia  of  Tryo.a 
county  in  the  flate  of  New-York,  and  was  killed  fighting 
gallantly  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  thefe  flates. 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Gates,  in- 
forming him  that  Congrefs  highly  approve  of  the  prowefs 
and  behaviour  of  the  troops  under  his  command^  in  their  late 
gallant  repulfe  of  the  enemy  under  general  Burgoyne. 

HefoheJ,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  prefented  to 
general  Stark,  of  the  New-Hampfhire  militia,  and  the  officers 
and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  brave  and  fuccefs- 
ful  attack  upon,  and  fignal  victory  over,  the  enemy  in  their 
lines  at  Benington  ;  and  that  brigadier  Stark  be  appointed 
a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

In  paffing  the  laft  claufe,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required 
and  taken. 

New  Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom,         ay  j  ay 

MafTachufetts-Bay,        Mr.  S    Adams,    ay' 


1 

Mr.  J.  Adams,     ay  > 

y 


Mr.  Lovell,  ay  J   $ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  ay~\ 

Mr.   Law,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.  Williams,  ay\ 

New  York,  Mr.  Duane,  ay  1 

Mr,  Duer,  ay  \    " 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay  |  ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carrol,  ay\   ,.   .,  , 

Mr.  Chafe,  no  j    tv~  c  ' 
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Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,  ay\      * 

Mr.  R  H.  Lee,  ay  J 
North -Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay\ 

Mr.  Harnett,        ay§°- '& 
North-Carolina,  Mr.   Heyward,     ay  1 

Mr.  Laurens,        ay  j    " 
Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,        ay  \  ay 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  colonel 
Ganfevoort  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command, 
for  the  braver/  and  perfeverance  which  they  have  fo  confpi- 
cuoufly  manifefted  in  the  defence  of  fort  Schuyler  : 

That  colonel  Ganferoort  be  appointed  colonel  command- 
ant of  the  fort  he  has  fo  gallantly  defended. 

Re/ohed,  That  Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfeofthe  diftin- 
guiihed  merit  of  lieutenant  colonel  Willet,  for  a  repeated  in- 
fiance  of  his  bravery  and  conduct  in  his  late  fuccefsful  fally 
or  the  enemy  inverting  fort  Schuyler  ;  and  that  the  commif- 
fary  general  of  military  ftores  be  directed  to  procure  an  ele- 
gant fword,  and  prefent  the  fame  to  lieutenant  colenel  Wil- 
let in  the  name  of  thefe  United  States. 

Rifohedf  That  the  commifTary  of  prifoners  provide,  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  log  barracks  for  continen- 
tal prifoners  of  war,  that  already  are,  or  hereafter  maybe 
fent  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  at  fuch  place  or 
places  as  the  governor  and  council  of  that  Mate  fhall  approve  : 
that  in  the  conftru&ion  thereof  regard  be  bad  to  the  health 
and  fafe  keeping  of  the  prifoners,  and  that  a  convenient  fpace 
of  ground  furrounding  or  adjoining  thereto  be  fet  apart  for 
benefit  of  air,  and  fo  enclofed  as  to  prevent  all  intercourfc 
with  the  inhabitants  ;  that  until  fuch  barracks  be  provided, 
the  prifoners  be  fcr.t  to  the  county  lieutenants  of  Frederick 
and  Augufta  counties  in  Virginia,  to  be  by  them  fecured, 
at  the  continental  expence  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  be  fuitable 
for  orifoners  of  war,  and  until  the  governor  and  council  of 
Virginia  mall  take  further  order  therein. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed* 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday.     Odober  6,    1777. 
A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington,  20  miles  from 
Philadelphia,    inclofing  a    copy   of  a  proclamation  by  Sir 
William  Howe,  dated  28th  September  ;  a  letter  of  29th  Sep- 
tember from  general  Putnam  atPeek's-kill,  and  one  of  the  5th 
inftant  from  chevalier  de  Prendhomme  de  Borre  j  were  read. 

Ordered* 
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Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  intelligence  ;  and  that  they  he  directed  to 
prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pcnnfylvania  and 
report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  general  Putnam  be 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington  ;  and  that  he 
purfue  fifch  meafunrs  in  confequence  thereof  as  he  judges  rpoft 
conducive  to  the  public  faftty,  and  that  he  inform  general 
Gates  of  the  fteps  he  may  think  proper  to  be  taken. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  laid  letter  be  fent  to  general 
Gates.and  that  he  be  directed  to  givefuch  afli (lance  for  (trenght- 
ening  the  defences  of  Hudfon's  river,  as  the  circum (lances'  of 
his  own  department  may  admit,  ofwhich  he  is  to  judge. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed,  if  the 
fituation  of  his  army  will  admit,  to  fend  one  of  the  four 
engineers  to  do  duty  at  fort  Montgomery  and  the  defences 
on  Hudfon's  river. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Preudhomme 
de  Borre  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  board  ot  war  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon 

Refolded,  That  two  companies  be  raifed  on  continental  efta- 
blJfhmen't  fot  the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  (lores  at  Carlifle  ; 
thefe  companies  to  have  no  bounty,  and  to  be  inlided  for  one 
year,  unlefs  fooner  discharged  by  Congrefs,  under  an  en- 
gagement from  Congrefs  that  they  (hall  not  be  removed  from 
Carlifle,  nor  be  ordered  on  any  other  fervice.  That  James 
Armftrong  Wilfon  be  appointed  to  one  of  the  faid  companies, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  ;  and  that  Samuel  Poftle- 
thwaite  be  appointed  captain  of  the  other  company. 

Refohed,  That  the  commilfaries  general  of  purehafes  and 
iffues  and  their  deputies  and  afiillantshave  power  and  autho- 
rity to  imprefs  and  feize  waggons,  ihallops  and  proper  flore- 
houfes  on  extraordinary  occafions,  for  the  ufe  of  their  depart- 
ments:  this  authority  to  extend  to  the  diflance  of  feventy 
miles  from  head  quarters,  and  to  bean  force  to  the  ifl  Janu- 
ary next  and  no  longer  ;  and  that  they  refpe£tively  be  direct- 
ed not  to  contravene  a  former  refolution  of  Congrefs  relative 
to  waggons  going  with  neceflaries  to  the  army  ;  and  as  far 
as  circumilances  will  admit,  that  they  exerc'ife  this  authority 
on  perfons  who  have  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
allegiance  to  the  refpective  Itates  in  compliance  with  the  laws 
of  fuch  Mates. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 
upon B  b  b  2  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  George  Eichelberger, 
efquire,  deputy  quarter  mafter  general  at  Yorktovvn,  2,^00 
doJhrs  on  his  application  in  behalf  of  the  qarter- mafter  ge- 
neral for  the  life  of  that  department,  and  for  which  the  quar- 
ter-mafter  general  is  to  be  accountable;  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  order  be  fent  to  general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter  general. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  C.  Koufton  or  his 
order,  333  1-3  dollars,  for  his  falary  as  deputy  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  from  the  lft  April  to  ift  September  laft,  beingfivc 
months  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  per  annum. 

Refohed,  That  the  drawing  of  the  United  States  lottery 
be  deferred  to  the  6th  January  next,  on  account  of  the  un- 
fettled  ftate  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  invafion  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that  the  managers  of 
the  faid  lottery  give  notice  thereof  by  advertifement  in  the 
news-papers  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Four  0  Clock,   P.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Mifflin,  inclofingoneof  the 
4th  from  colonel  Lutterloe,   was  read. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  for  In- 
dian affairs,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
"Walton,   Mr.  Burke,  Mr   Jones    and  Mr.  Law  were  elected. 

A  petition  from  Charles  M'Davitt,  Patrick  Smyth,  and 
others  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commifiioners  of  accounts 
for  the  Northern  department,  and  that  they  or  any  two  of 
them  inquire  into  the  facts  fuggefted  by  the  petitioners,  and 
alfo  into  the  objections  made  by  general  gates  againft  allow- 
ing the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  and  make  report  thereof  to 
Congrefs,  delivering  a  copy  of  their  report  to  general  Gates. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  19th  June,  and  that  of  the 
14th  Augult  from  governor  Treutlan,  be  refered  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  morning  at  M  o'clock  Congrefs 
take  into  confideration  that  part  of  the  article  of  confedera- 
tion which  relates  to  the  mode  of  voting  in  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  fo  much  of  the  refolution  of  the  23d  March 
1776,  as  directs  that  the  wages  of  feamen  and  mariners  taken 
on  board  Britifh  merchant  veflels,  be  paid  and  deducted  out 
of  the  prize  money,  be  repealed  and  made  null  and  void 

Refohed,  That  all  matters,  officers  and  mariners,  and  all 
fubje'etsof  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize 
made  by  any  continental  velfel  of  war,  be  hereafter  conlidered 
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as  prlfoners  of  war  and  treated  as  fuch,  and  that  the  feamen 
and  mariners  of  fuch  prize  be  confined  in  the  gr.ols  or  fomc 
other  fecure  place  in  the  ftate  to  which  the  prize  (hall  be  car- 
ried ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  confider 
and  treat  all  captains,  officers  and  mariners  and  all  fuhjec/ts  of 
the  king  of  Great- Britain  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by 
any  veffel  fitted  out  by,  or  carried  into,  any  ftate  Dy  any  pri- 
vateer or  letter  of  marque,  as  prifoners  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  cominiffary  general  of  prifoners  be  in- 
formed of  this  refolve  ,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  appoint 
a  deputy  in  each  ftate. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  feveral  ftates  to  pafs  laws,  declaring  th^t  any  perfon,  his 
aider  or  abettor,  who  (hall  wilfully  and  malicioufly  burn  or 
deftroy,  or  attempt  or  confpire  to  burn  or  deftr  >y,  any  ma- 
gazine of  provifions,  or  of  military  or  naval  ftores^  belonging 
to  the  United  States^  or  if  any  mafter,  officer,  feaman,  ma- 
riner or  other  perfon,  intruded  with  the  navigation  or  care  of 
any  continental  veffel,  (hall  wilfully  and  malicioufly  burn  or 
deftroy,  or  attempt  or  confpire  to  burn  or  deftroy,  anv  fuch 
veffel,  or  (hall  wilfully  betray  or  voluntarily  yield  or  deliver, 
or  attempt  or  confpire  to  betray,  yield  or  deliver,  any  fuch 
veffel  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  fuch  perfon,  his 
aider  or  abettor,  on  legal  conviction  thereof  (hall  fuffer  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  September  from  brigadier  general  Par- 
fons  was  read,  recommending  the  reverend  Mr.  D wight  to 
be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  D  wight  be  appointed 
chaplain  to  brigadier  general  Parfons  brigade. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolution  of  the  10th  September  for 
paying  the  intereft  of  money  lent  to  the  continent  by  bills  of 
exchange  on  the  commiffioners  at  Paris,  be  without  delay 
tranftnitted  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  feveral  ftates,  with 
a  requeft  that  they  will  order  the  fame  to  be  publifhed  in  their 
refpeclive  gazettes  for  fix  months  fucceffively. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  OSober  7,   1777. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  Peter  Tarlan,  deputy  qarter  maf- 
ter general  for  Georgia,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tieafury 

Ordered^ 


4i6        JO  URNAL  $  OF   CONGRESS. 

Ordered,  That  390  dollars  be  advanced  to  R.  Peters,  ef- 
quire,  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war,  for  contingent  expences 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  nionf.  le  Brun  was  read  .• 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration  that  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  relative 
to  the  mode  of  voting  in  Congrefs,  and  after  debate  the  far- 
the  confideration  thereof  was  poftporied  to  the  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  2C000  dollars  be  advanced  and  charged  to 
the  committee  of  commerce,  by  a  draught  on  the  commifiion- 
er  of  the  loan  office  in  the  Hate  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  to  be 
paid  to  Mr.  John  Bradford,  agent  for  the  committee,  he 
to  be  accountable  to  the  committee. 

Four  o'rfod,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  ofthe  articles  of  con- 
federation relative  to  the  mode  of  voting  in  Congrefs,  where* 
upon  it  was  moved, 

**  That  in  determining  queiiion3  Rhode-Ifland,  Delaware 
and  Georgia  fhall  have  one  vote, and  every  other  ftate  mall  have 
o;:e  vote  for  every  50000  white  inhabitants  therein,  taken  and 
tranfmitted  according  to  the  directions  of  the  9th  article ;  and 
-when  the  white  inhabitants  of  Rhode  lfland,  Delaware  and 
Georgia  mall  exceed  50000,  the  number  of  votes  to  be  given 
by  fuch  (late  mall  be  e.icreaitd  in  the  proportion  of  one  vote 
for  every  50000  fuch  inhabitants,  that  an  equality  in  this  na- 
tional affem'bly  may  be  preiei  ved  as  nearly  as  poffible.and  that 
thofe  who  are  bound  by  meafures  and  are  to  pay  taxes  de- 
manded by  an  afiembly,  the  members  of  which  are  elected  not 
by  all  the  people.but  by  thofe  of  a  particular  diftrict.may  have 
the  fame  proportionable  number  of  votes  as  they  would  have 
if  they  were  personally  prefent.  If  in  procefs  of  time  the  peo- 
ple fhall  fo  multiply  as  fhat  the  Congrefs,  confifting  of  one 
delegate  for  every  50006  white  inhabitants,  would  be  too  nu- 
merous,, the  proportions  fhall  be  again  adjufted,  wherein  the 
fame  rule  of  equality  in  the  reprefentation  fhall  be  obferved.'* 


New  Banipfhire, 

Mr. 

Folfom, 

no 

|  nc 

Mafiachufctts  Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

nol 

I 

Mr 

J.  Adams, 

no  J 

»  ns 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

HO  J 

\ 

Rhode  Ifiand, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

no  J 

no 

Cbnne&i'c'tftj 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

1I0~\ 

f 

Mr. 

Law, 

no  [ 

-  no 

Mr. 

Williams, 

no} 

i       New 
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New  York,  Mr    Duane,         nol 

Mr.  Duer,  no  j 

New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Withcrfpoon;;©  [>  no 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,    ay  }>  ay 

Maryland,  Mr,  Chafe,  nol 

Mr.  Cairol,  no  >  n» 

Mr.   Smith  no} 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.    F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr,  R.  H   Lee, 
North- Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
South-Carolina  Mr.  Middleton,    nol 

Mr.   Heyward,     no  >  n» 
Mr.  Laurens,        noj 
Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,         no  J 

Mr.  Brownlon,     no  J  h0 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved, ."  That  each  ftate  fhall  have  a  right  te 
fend  one  delegate  to  Congrefs  for  every  30000  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  determining  queftions  in  Congrefs  each  delegate 
(hall  have  one  vote  ;" — 


divided. 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maflachufetts  Bay, 


Rhode- Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 


Vi 


lrginia, 


North'Carolina, 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.  S,  Adams, 

Mr.  J.Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Law, 
Mr,  Williams, 
Mr  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer. 

Mr.Witherfpoon/20  ^  n» 
Mr.  Roberdeau.wo  {>  m 
Mr.   Chafe,  no  •> 

Mr;  Carrol,  no  >n» 
Mr.  Smith,  no 

Mr.  Harrifon,     ay 
Mr.  Jones,  ay 


no  ^  no 
nol 
ay  j-  n» 

no  j 
no  f>  no 
nol 
no 

no. 
no"] 
no  J 


am 


no 


1 


r.  F.L.Lee,  ayta* 


Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,«j; 
Mr.  Penn,  ay 
Mr,  Harnett,     no 


divided. 
South- 
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South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Middleton,    ay' 
Mr.  Heyward,      no  >■ 
Mr.    Laurens,       no 
Georgia,  Mr  Walton,        no") 

Mr.  Brownfon,  no  J  no 
So  it  patted  in  the   negative. 

It  was  then  moved  "  That  the  quantum  of  reprefenta- 
tion  for  each  ftate  (hall  be  computed  by  numbers  proportion- 
ed according  to  its  contribution  of  money  or  tax  levied,  a- 
greeable  to  this  confederation, &paid  into  thepublictreafuryto- 
wardsthe  annualexpencesneceiTaryforths  fupportof  thelnion.'' 
New  Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom,         no  ^  no 

Maffachufetts  Bay,         Mr.  S.  Adams,   no  •% 


Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jerfey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  J.  Adams,  ay  Vno 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


I 

nol 
noy 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr,  Law. 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr   Duane, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.Witherfpoonno  |  no 

Mr.  Morris,  no\ 

Mr  Roberdeau,  M\M 

Mr  Chafe, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr    Harrifon, 

Mi.  Jones, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee 
Mr.  R.  H    Lee,«} 
Mr.  Perm.  no 

Mr  Harnett, 
Mr.  Middleton 

Mr.  Heywai 
Mr.  Laurens 
Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Brownfon, 


,  no  j 

an,  ayl 

rd,  no  Y  i 

,  no  J 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 
The  queftion   put  on  the  article  as  reported. 
New  Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom, 

MaiTachufetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,   ay 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  no 
Mr.  Gerry,         ay 


ay  \ay 

ay 


I 


Rhode- 
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Rhode- 1  (land, 

Coane&icut, 


New- York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North- Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


ay}  ay 

ay  lay 
ay\ 

**]  L 

ay) 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Dnaue, 

Mr.   Daer, 

Mr.  Witberfpoon,  ay  }  ay 

Mr.Moiris,  ayj 

Mr.  Roberdeau,    *y$  ^ 

Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr.  Carrol, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  R,  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr*  Middleton, 

Mr.  Key  ward, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Brownfon, 


So  it  was  refolved,  That  in  determining  queftions  each 
flate  fhall  have  one  rote. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    OHobtr  3,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  General  Washington  and  a  peti- 
tion from  David  Redic  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Whereas  the  fourth  Georgia  battalion  of  continental  troops 
commanded  by  colonel  John  White,  is  about  to  march  from 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  its  ftation  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia ; 
and  wheixas  it  may  be  neceffary  for  the  good  order  of  the 
faid  battalion  that  general  courts  martial  may  be  held  to  try 
and  punifh  offenders  for  breach  of  the  articles  of  war  on  the 
march  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  and  whereas  there  is  no  gene- 
ral officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ftationed  on  or 
near  the  rout  of  its  march,  without  whofe  authority  accord- 
ing to  the  articles  of  war,  no  general  court  martial  can  be 
held  for  the  trial  and  punifhment  of  fuch  offenders  '. 

Vol.  III.  Ccc  Refolved, 
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Refohed,  Therefore  that  the  faid  colonel  John  White  be 
empowered,  at  any  time  in  the  courfe  of  his  faid  march,  to 
order  a  general  court  martial  to  confift  of  his  own  officers,  if 
none  others  of  the  continental  army  can  be  conveniently  fum- 
moned,  and  to  try  any  non-commfffioned  officer  and  foldier 
belonging  to  the  faid  battalion,  who  fhall  be  charged  with 
breaking  airy  of  the  articles  of  war ;  and  to  confirm  thefentencc 
of  any  fuch  court  martial, to  difcharge  the  faid  court  martial,  or 
to  confiraj  any  fuch  ferttence  and  afterwards  to  remit  the  pun- 
ifhment  th;st  fhall  be  lo  fentenced,as  he  fhall  think  proper  ;  pro- 
vided that  the  powers  hereby  given  fhall  ceafe  and  determine  fo 
foon  as  the  faid  battalion  fhall  arrive  at  its  ftation  in  Georgia. 

A  motion  v*  as  made  to  prevent  an  intercourfe  between  the 
towns  i'n  the  pofleflion  of  the  enemy  and  the  inhabitants  of 
tV-e  country.. 

Ordered.,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  choien,  ivir  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J  Adams  and 
Mi.  Chafe.       ,: 

Four  o'Clock,    P,  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  for  pre- 
venting an  intercourfe  between  the  towns  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the  enemy  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  brought  in  a 
refolution  for  that  purpofe  ;   which  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Whereas  it  is  pfeiTential  confequence  to  the  general  welfare 
that  the  mod.  effectual  mea Cures  fhould  be  forthwith  purfued 
for  cutting  off  all  communication  of  fupplies  or  intelligence  to 
the  enemy's  army  now  in  and  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ; 
and  whereas  it  has  been  found  by  the  exper'ence  of  all  fta  es, 
that  in  times  of  invafion  the  procefs  of  the  municipal  law  is 
too  feeble  and  dilatory  to  bring  to  a  condign  and  exemplary 
punifhment  perfons  guilty  of  fuch  traiterous  practices, 

Refohed,  That  any  perfon,  being  an  inhabitant  of  any  of 
thefe  ftates,  who  fhall  acl:  as  a  guide  or  pilot  by  land  or  water 
for  the  enemy,  or  fhall  give  or  fend  intelligence  to  them,  or 
in  any  manner  furnifh  them  with  fupplies  of  provisions,  money, 
cl  lathing,  arms,  forage,  fuel,  or  any  kind  of  ftores,  be  cpn- 
iidered  and  treated  as  an  enemy  and  traitor  to  thefe  United 
States ;  and  that  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  order 
fuch  perfon  taken  within  thirty  miles  of  any  city,  town  or 
place  in  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania,Jerfey  or  Delaware,  which 
is  or  may  be  in  thejpofleffion  of  any  of  the  enemy's  forces,  to 
be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  andTuch  court  martial  are  here- 
by authoriled  to  fentence  any  furh  perfons  convicted  before 
them  of  any  of  the  offences  aforefaid,  to  fuffer  death  or  fuch 
other  punifnmeut  as  to  them  fhall  feem  meet. 

This 
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This  rcfolve  to  remain  in  force  until  the  firft  day  of  Jan- 
uary next  unlefs  fooner  revoked  by  Congrefs. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  ma- 
ny evil  difpofed  perfons,  enemies  to  thefe  United  States, 
make  a  practice  of  puffing  to  and  from  the  enemy's  quarters, 
propagating  falfe  intelligence,  thereby  to  difpirit  the  people 
and  aid  the  caufe  of  our  enemies  : 

Rtfohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  magistrates  and 
officers  civil  and  military,  and  to  all  the  good  people  of  thefe 
ftates,  to  be  vigilant  in  apprehending,  fecuring  and  bringing 
to  condign  punifhment  all  fuch  offenders,  in  or*der  that  a  fpee- 
dy  and  effectual  (top  may  be  put  to  fuch  a  pernicious  practice. 
Refolved,  Unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  ot  Congrefs  be 
given  to  general  Wafhington  to*  lifs  wife  and  well  concerted 
attack  upon  the  enemy's  army  near  Germantown  on  the  4th 
inftant,  and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army  for  their 
brave  exertions  on  that  occafion  :  Congrefs  being  well  fatis- 
fied  that  the  beft  defigns  and  boldeft  efFort3  may  fometimes 
fail  by  unforefeen  incidents,  trufting  that  on  future  occafions 
the  valour  and  virtue  of  the  army  will,  by  the  bleffing  of 
heaven,  be  crowned  with  compleat   and  deferved fuecefs 

Refolved.  That  Mr,  Heyward  and  Mr.  Laurens  be  added 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  refo- 
lution  of  Congrefs  ordering  a  medal  to  be  flruck  and  prefent- 
ed  to  general  Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  to  morrow  Congrefs  take  into  confederation 
that  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  that  relates  to  taxation. 
A.  letter  of  the  27th  September  from  General  Schuyler  at 
Albany  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where 
upon 

CW<?/v</,That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favo  ur 
of  William  Hornby  for  20  000  dollars  in  difcharge  of  a  bill 
drawn  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  by  the  prefident  of  Geor- 
gia for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  the 
faid  fum  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  appropriated  to  fupply  the  military  cheit  in  that 
ftate,  and  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

That  another  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  favour 
of  W.Hornby  for  500  dollars,to  defray  his  expences  in  coming 
and  returning  from  Georgia  to  Yorktown  in  Pennfylvania,  a- 
greeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  prefident  of  Georgia,  the  faid 
fum  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  four  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
C  c  c  2  lart 
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larsi  appropriated  to  re&mburfe  the  Sate  of  Georgia  Jtt 
expenditures  for  the  continent,,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  account- 
able. 

Ordered,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Peter  TarSing, 
deputy  quartermaster  genera!  to  the  troops  in  Georgia,  be 
to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  coofidered  as  part 
of  the  300,000  dollars  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  tbe  con- 
tinental troops  in  that  Sate. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  po&pooed, 
adjourned  to  tea  oMock  to-morrow. 

T  fl  d  R  s  b  i  T|     QB*ler  9,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  fo  nsych  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  of 
the  27th  of  February  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  that  fo  much  of  the 
faid  letter  as  relates  to  his  request  of  being  furniftied  wittt  # 
copy  of  the  accufatious  againft  him,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  collect  evidence  and  facts  relative  to  the 
evacuation  of  Ticoaderoga  and  mount  Independence. 

A  petition  from  captain  Silas  Talbut  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  George  M' In to(h  was  read  ;  where- 
•  upon 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  be  refolved  *'  that  Congrefs 
have  no  power  to  try  and  determine  the  cafe  of  George 
M'fntoui,  he  beiag  a  citizen  of  Georgia  ;''  on  which 
the  previous  queftion  was  moved  whether  that  queftion  be 
now  put. 


New-Hamp{hire, 
Maffachufetts  Bay, 


Rhode-Ifiand, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 


[r.  S.  Adams,  «o~) 

Ir.  J.  Adams,  no  { 

Ir.  Gerry,  no  C ' 

Ir.  Lovell,  ay  J 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr 

Mi 

Mr 

Mr.  Marchant,    no  \  n§ 

Mr.  Dyer,  nv~\ 

Mr.  Law,  no  j-  m 

Mr,  Williams,     r»3 

Mr.  Duane,         sj  1 

Mr.  Duer,  «<j  C  divided 

Mr.Witherfpoors,K<?  {  no 
Mr.  Roberdeau,  no  \  m 
Mr.  Chafe,  ay~) 

Mr.  Carrol,         ay  j  a* 

Vir- 
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iv.  Harrifon,  #)'") 

Ir.  Jones,  ay  I 

lr.   F.  L.  Lee,  ay  f  ^ 

[r.  R.  H    Lee,  ay  J 

•J 

3 


Virginia,  Mr.  Harrifon, 

Mr. 

Mr 

Mr. 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  cy")    , 

x,     xr      '  \  divided, 

Mr.  Harnett,         no  J 

South. Carolina  Mr.  Middleton,   <sj 

Mr.  Hey  ward,     «c*J-«# 
Mr.  Laurens,        «o. 
Georgia,  Mr.  Brownfon,     nol 

Mr.  Walton,         m J  "* 
So  it  paned  in  the  negative. 

Upon  confidering  the  papers  received  from  the  prefident 
of  the  flate  of  Georgia  refpe&ing  George  M'Intom,  taken 
into  cuftody  in  coufequence  of  information  tranfmitted 
and  a  requeft  made  by  Congrefs  to  the  government  cf 
the  faid  fttate ;  and  the  memorial  of  the  faid  George 
M'Intofh,  praying  Congrefs  to  take  his  cafe  into  confidera- 
ati<Xi. 

RefolveJ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  fro 
examine  into  the  faid  papers  and  memorial,  and  report  their 
opinion  whether  there  is  fufficient  cvfete  .before  Congrefs  for 
the  detention  of  the  faid  George  M'Intom,  in  <«vkr  that 
if  fuch  caufe  appear  he  may  be  fent  a  prifoner  to  the  ftate 
of  Georgia,  of  which  he  is  a  citizen,  for  his  trial,  or  other- 
wife  may  be  difcharged  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr  Duane  and  Mr. 
Williams. 

Four  •"clod,  P.  M. 

The  article  relative  to  taxation  in  the  confederation  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs,  was  read 
as  follows : 

*■  AH  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expences  that  fhafl 
•*  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare, 
**  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  affembled,  fhall  be 
*'  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  mall  be  fup- 
**  plied  by  the  feveral  ftates  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
"  ber  of  inhabitants  of  every  age,  fex  and  quality,  ex- 
*'  cept  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  ftate  ;  a  true  ac- 
**  count  of  which,  diftinguiihing  the  white  inhabitants  fhall 
f  be  triennally  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Affembly 
•*  of  the  United  States.  The  taxes  for  paying  that  pro- 
'*  portion  ihall  be  laid  and  levied   by  the  authority  and  di- 

4<  reSioa 
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"  reftion  of  the  legiflatures'  of  the  feveral  ftates  within  the 
"  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  Sates  affembled." 

After  debate  thereon. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pofl- 
pon.-d  till  to  morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     Oiloler  io,     1777. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  September  from  major  general  Sul- 
livan,  inclofing  a  bundle  of  papers,  was  read. 

A  memorial  trom  George  Ewing,  eommifTary  of  hides,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  12COO  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine 
committee,  for  the  public  fervice  in  Baltimore  in  the  date 
of  Maryland.   th-°  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

^  hat  2coo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  marine  com" 
mittee,  to  difcharge  bills  drawn,  upon  them,  the  faid  com- 
mutee  to  be  accountable, 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  re- 
ceived from  the  prei'der.t  o>  the  Hate  of  Georgia  refpeft- 
ing  George  MTntoih,  taken  into  cuftody  in  confequence 
of  information  transmitted  and  a  requeft  made  by  Con- 
grefs to  the  government  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia  and  the 
memorial  of  the  faid  George  MTntofh,  praying  Congrefs 
to  take  his  cafe  into  coniiderfetio*n  report,  "  That  they  have 
examined  into  the  faid  papers  and  memorial,  and  ate  of 
opinion  that  there  is  not  fufficient  caufe  before  Congrefs 
fo:  the  detention  of  the  faid  George  M  lntofli  j  whereup- 
©n, 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  George    MTntofh  be  difcharged. 

The  committee  on  the  trealury  brought  in  a  report, 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  major  James  /'.rra- 
iliong  Wilfon,  appointed  to  command  two  companies  to  be 
raited  in  the  ltate  of  Pcnnfylvania  for  the  purpofe  of  guard- 
ing the  continental  [lores  at  Carlisle,  1000  dollars  for  the 
life  of  the  faid  companies,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  John  Montgomery,  efquire,  at  Carlifle, 
be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  and  authorifed  to  mutter 
the    two  companies   under   the  command    of  major    J.   A. 

Wilfon, 
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Wilfon,  for  the  difcharge  of  which  duty  a  reafonable  allow- 
ance (hall  be  made  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  auditor  general  in 
favour  of  the  board  of  war  for  300,000  dollars,  to  be  tianf- 
mitted  by  them  to  the  deputy  paymafler  general  of  the 
Northern  department  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commifiioner  of  the  loan  office 
in  the  (late  of  New-York,  in  favour  of  the  commiiTary  gene- 
ral of  purchafes,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Peter  Colt  efquire, 
deputy  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  in  the  Eattern  de- 
partment, for  200  oco  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  depart- 
ment, for  which  the  commiffary  general  is  to  be  account- 
able. 

Ordered,  That  there.be  paid  to  Benjamin  Walker,  or  or- 
der, 500  dollars  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  dated  the  17th  of 
July  laft,  drawn  by  governor  Tieutlan  of  the  flate  of  Geor- 
gia on  the  continental  treafurer,  expreffed  to  be  for  the  ex- 
pences  incurred  in  recruiting  and  muttering  a  company  of 
light  horfe  for  the  faid  State  ;  for  which  fum  the  faid  ttate 
is  to  be  accountable  ;  and  the  fame  is  to  be  connder'ed  as 
part  of  the  300  000  dollars  appropriated  for  fupplying  the 
military  cheft  in  the  faid  ttate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Daniel  Mallet,  or  order, 
IOOj  dollars  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  dated  8th  February  laft, 
drawn  in  his  favour  by  John  Afhe,  efquire,  public  treafurer 
of  the  ttate  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  continental  treaiur- 
cr,  expreffed  to  be  for  provifions  furniihed  the  continental 
troops  raifed  in  the  faid  ttate  ;  for  which  fum  the  faid  ttate 
is  to  be  accountable,  and  the  fame  is  to  be  confidered  as 
part  of  the  500,000  dollars  heretofore  appropriated  for  the 
life  of  that  ttate 

That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Rallfton,  or  order,  250  dol- 
lars, in  difcharge  of  a  bill  dated  loth  May  laft,  drawn  by 
John  Afhe,  efquire,  public  treafurer  of  the  ttate  of  Noith- 
Carolina,  on  the  continental  treafurer,  expreffed  to  be  for  the 
ufe  of  that  ftate,  for  which  the  ttate  is  to  be  accountable  and 
the  fame  is  ta  be  conlidered  as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  ap- 
propriated for  the  ufe  of  that  Hate. 

Refolved,  That  800  dollars  be  prefented  to  monf.  Preud- 
homme  de  Borre,  to  defray  his  expenccs  to  Charlellown 
South-Carolina,  and  from  thence  to  France. 

Refolved,  That  one  hundred  blank  comm  ffions  for  pri- 
vateers be  figned  and  delivered  by  the  president  to  the 
esmraittee  of  commercei    to  be    by  them    tranfmitted    to 

fuch 
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feci)  of  their  agents  and  correfpondents  abroad  as  they  maj 
think,  proper  tointruft  therewith 

Four  o  Clock,   P.   M. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Mifflin  was  read,  where- 
rn  he  repiefents  that  his  health  is  fo  much  impaired  and  the 
probability  of  a  recovery  fo  diftant,  that  he  thinks  it  his  duty 
to  return.  toCongrefs  their  comniiflions  to  him  of  major -gene- 
ral and  quartervnafter  general. 

Congrtfs  being  informed  of  great  irregularity  committed 
lby  the  fourth  Georgia  battalion  commanded  by  colonel 
White,  contrary  to  all  order  a»d  difcipline,  and  to  the  great 
annoyance  aad  injury  of  the  good  people  of  the  country 
through  which  the  faid  regiment  hath  pafTed, 

Rcfohed,  1  hat  colonel  White  be  ordered  immediately  to 
joira  his  regiment,  and  continue  with  it  until  the  regiment 
&all  arrive  in  Georgia,  that  he  take  the  moft  effectual  care 
to  prevent  future  irregularities  of  any  kind  being  committed 
by  the  fdid  regiment  on  its  march  ;  and  that  his  Excellency 
the  govern  r  of  Maryland  be  requrfted  to  appoint  proper  per- 
sons to  value  the  damages  done  by  the  faid  regiment 
fiinee  it  entered  the  date  of  Maryland,  and  that  the 
fame  \xt  fent  to  the  regimental  paymafter,  who  is 
ciiirecled  to  deduct  the  amount  from  the  pay  of  the  faid  re- 
giment, and  pay  the  fame  to  the  order  of  governor  Johnfon 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fufferers. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  a  refolution  for 
preventing  the  inhabitants  being  plundered  by  troops  in  the 
pay  of  the  continent. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Rcfahed,  That  captain  SilasTalbut,  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Mand,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and  have  the  pay  of  ma- 
|or  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  confideration  of  his 
merit  and  fervices  in  a  fpiritcd  attempt  to  fet  fire  to  one  of 
the  enemy's  fhips  of  war  in  the  north  ri»er  laft  year  ;  arud 
nhat  he  be  recommended  to  general  Wafhington  for  employ- 
Bieut  agreeable  to  his  rank. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Rtjah.'d,  That  captain  Silas  Tatbut  make  an  estimate  of 
the  expence  and  Iofs  incurred  by  him  in  the  attempt  to  deft-roy 
the  faid  mipofwar,  to  be  laid  before  the  treal'ury  board  for 
thtir  confideration. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of 
confederation    under  debate  yellerday    :     and  after  tome  time 

Rejolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poncd  till  to  morrow.  The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Oaoler  11,   1777. 
A  letter  of  the    6th  from   general  Putnam    at  Peck's-kili 
and  one  of  the  4th  from  Peter  Colt  were  read. 

Refolded,  That  a    committee    of  three    be    appointed    to 

enquire    of  the   commiflary  general  of  purchafes   the    mea- 

fures    adopted  by  him    for  obtaining   the  necefTary   fupplies 

■  of  provisions  for  the   enfuing  year,  and  report  thereon    to 

Congrefs  : 

The   members  chofen,   Mr.  Gerry,    Mr.  Roberdeau,  aad 
Mr.  Law. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  thereupon 
Refolded,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  iffues.  his  de- 
puties and  affiftants,  and  all  perfons  employed  under  him  or 
them,  deliver  over  on  demand  to  the  commiflary  of  hides, 
all  hides,  tallow,  feet  and  offal  of  all  cattle  killed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  fame,  any  order 
or  direction  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding  : 

That  the  faid  commiflary  of  hides  be  fupplied  with  money 
for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  his  department,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  his  application  to  Congrefs,  and  that  he  fhall  fet- 
tle his  accounts  once  a  year  or  oftener  if  required  with  the 
treafury  board  : 

That  he  or  his  deputies  at  any  principal  department  or 
poll  be  authorifed  to  hire  or  imprefs  one  or  more  waggons 
or  carriages  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  as  occafion  may 
require,  which  (hall  not  be  fubjedt  to  be  imprefled  for  any  o- 
ther  fervice  by  any  officer  of  the  army,  unlefs  by  fpecial  di- 
rection of  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  ; 
and  if  any  officer  fhall  (except  as  before  excepted)  on  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  imprefs  without  his  confent  any  wag- 
gon, cart  or  carriage  in  the  fervice  of  the  faid  cemmiffary  of 
hides,  he  fhall  immediately  on  application  to  the  command- 
ing officer  neareft  the  place  where  the  tranfac*lion  happens» 
be  put  under  arreft,  be  liable  to  pay  all  lofs  the  ftates  fuftain 
by  fuch  impreflment,  and  fuffer  fuch  other  puniftiment  as 
fhall  be  deemed  proper  by  a  court  martial : 

That     the   commander    in    chief   and    the  commanding 
officer  of    any  department^    poft    or    detachment,    be  di- 
rected to  fupplv  the  commiflary  general  of  hides  and  his  ' 
V©l.  III.  D  d  d  ref- 
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refpeftive  deputies  with  guards  for  their  waggons,  when  the 
faid  commiffary  fhall  apply  for  the  fame  and  they  fhall  ap- 
pear   to  be  neceffary  : 

That  the  faid  commiffary  *f  hides  fhall  make  a  return 
once  in  every  three  months  to  the  board  of  war  of  his 
whole  transactions,  fpecifying  the  number  of  workmen 
employed,  the  quantities  of  hides  on  hand,  the  quanti- 
ties exchanged  for  leather  and  fhoes,  what  quantity  is 
made  up  into  fhoes,  and  what  otherwife  difpofed  of  ;  and 
to  enable  him  to  do  this,  his  deputies  and  affiftants,  whofe 
names,  occupations  and  pay  or  wages  he  ia  alto  to  re- 
turn, fhall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  faid  commifTary 
of  hides. 

That  the  faid  commifTary  of  hides  fhall  receive  and  take 
care  of  the  tallow  and  all  other  ufeful  offal  of  the  cattle 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  fee  that  the  faid  tal- 
low is  properly  rendered  and  made  fit  to  be  manufactured 
into  candles  and  foap  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  fhall 
deliver  the  faid  tallow  fo  rendered  to  the  commifTary  ge- 
neral of  purchafes  or  his  order,  taking  receipts  for  the  fame, 
refervincr  fo  much  of  the  faid  tallow,  as  may  be  neceffary 
for  the  manufactory  of  the  leather  and  the  ufe  of  his  own 
department  : 

That  the  commiffary  of  hides  have  the  appointment  of 
all  deputies  and  affiftants  to  be  employed  under  him,  for 
whofe  conduct  he  fhall  be  refponfible,  and  have  authority  to 
difplace  them  at  pleafure. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 
Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  George   Ewing,  ef- 
quire,  commiffary  of  hides,  8000  dollars    for  the  ufe  of  his 
department,  and  for  which  he  is    to  be  accountable. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  that  monf.  du  Coudray  had 
in  his  pocket-book  the  day  he  was  unfortunately  drowned 
the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  of  September  for  pay- 
ing to  him  1500  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  him  from  France,  named  in  the  faid 
order,  and  that  the  faid  order  has  been  never  paid  but  is 
loft. 

Ordered,  That  the  money  mentioned  in  the  faid  order 
be  paid  to  monf.  le  Brun,  for  the  ufe  of  the  gentlemen  there  - 
in  named,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Thomas  Heyward,  ef- 
quire,  one  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  29  84-yo 
dollars  advanced  by  him  to  an  exprefs  for  bringing  difpatches 
to  Congrefs.  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  That  there  be  paid  to  Silas  Talbut  423  2-3 
dollars,  in  full  for  hia  account  of  expences  and  loffes  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  taking  the  command  of  a  fire  fhip  in  the 
North-river  and  attempting  to  burn  one  of  the  Britifh  fhip* 
of  war  in  the  faid  river. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Archibald  Allan  and  Reynold 
M'Donnel  (prifoners)  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  de  la  Balme,  infpe&or  of  caval- 
ry, was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read»  wherein  he  intreats 
Congrefs  to  accept  his  refignation  and  to  order  the  payment 
of  what  is  due  to  him  :  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  refignation  of  colonel  de  la  Balme 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  arreari  due  to  him  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  art 
earned  recommendation  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  proceed  to 
taxation,  and  to  prepare  an  eftimate  of  the  quotas  to  be 
rajfed  in  each  ftate  by  fuch  taxation,  &c.  fit  on  that  bufincf* 
and  report  on  Tuefday  next. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation laft  under  debate,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,    Gaoler  13,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Washington  near  Pen* 
uibaker's  mill,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  another  of  the 
10th  from  general  Wafhington,  26  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
were  read. 

Ordered^  That  300,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war, 
to  be  by  them  fent  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible  to  the  pay-mafter 
general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Wafhington. 

'  Another  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Washington  ; 
one  of  the  4th  from  governor  Livingfton  ;  one  of  the  5th 
from  general  Gates  at  Behmaa's  heights,  inclofing  fundry 
papers  ;  one  of  the  6th  and  one  of  the  I  3th  from  general 
Sullivan;  one  of  the  I  ft  from  John  Smith,  lieutenant  of 

Frederick 
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Frederick  county,  Virginia,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed, 
were  read  ;  alfo  a  remonftrance  from  Ifrael  Pemberton  and 
others,  and  a  memorial  from  chevalier  dii  Portail ;  were 
read 

Ordered,   That   the   letters  from  general   wafhington,  go 
vernor    Livingfton,  general  Gates,  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  the 
memorial  from    Ifrael  Pemberton  and  others,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  colonel  Nichola  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  ccrnmiffioned  and  non-commiffioned 
officers  who  accompanied  monf.  du  Coudray  from  France 
have  the  ranks  propofed  for  them  in  France,  together  with 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  of  equal  ranks  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

That  in  cafe  the  faid  officers  fhall  decline  accepting  the 
above  propofals,  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  to 
confider  what  gratifications  fhall  be  given  to  the  laid'  of- 
ficers refpedlively  in  compenfation  for  their  lofs  of  time 
and  expence,  and  to  defray  the  charges  of  their  voyage  to 
France. 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  hoard  of  treafury  to  fettle  the 
accounts  of  the  late  monf.  du  Coudray. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  apply  to  the  the  executive 
power  of  Pennfylvania  and  requett  their  co-operation  to 
fupply  the  army  with  (hoes,  ftockings  and  other  n'eceffaries, 
and  that  the  board  maintain  a  conftant  correspondence  with 
the  executive  powers  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  with  general 
Wafhington,  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned,  and  for  the 
fervice  of  the  army  in  general. 

Four  0  Clock,  P.  M. 

Refohed,  That  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  public 
fafety  to  permit  doctor  John  Connolly,  at  prefent  a  prifoner 
on  parole,  to  remain  any  longer  at  large,  and  therefore  that 
the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  him  into  fafe  cuftody 
immediately,  taking  cars  to  feize  fuch  of  his  papers  as  may 
be  of  a  political  nature. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  members  appointed  to  hear  and 
determine  appeals  are  abfent ; 

Refohed,  That  a  new  committee,  to  confift  of  five  mem- 
bers, be  appointed,  and  that  they  or  any  three  of  them 

be 
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be  empowered  to  hear   and  finally   determine  upon    appeal* 
brought  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Law,   Mr    Marchant  and  M.  Laurens. 

Congrefs  refumedr  the  co'nfideration  of  the  article  "of  con- 
federation under  debate,  whereupon  it  was  moved, 

"  That  the  proportion  of  the  public  expence  incurred  by 
the  United  States  for  their  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare to  be  paid  by  each  ftate  into  the  treafury,  be  ascertained 
by  the  value  of  all  property  except  hcufhold  goods  and 
wearing  apparel  within  each  ftate  to  be  afcertained  agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  Congrtfs." 

Queftion  put,  pafled  in -the  negative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved, 'and  after  debate  the 
determination  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate  was  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

-     The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
adjourned' to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

T  u  e,sda  Y,  •OSober  14,   1777* 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  and  accounts  inclofed,    was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  amendment 
moved. yefterday,  viz.  "That  the  proportion  of  the  public 
expence  incurred  by  the  United,  States  for  their  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  to  be  paid  by  each  ftate  into 
the  treafury,  be  afcertained  by  the  value  of  all  land  within 
each  ftate,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch 
land,  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  (hall  be  efti- 
mated,  according  to  fuch  mode  as  Congrefs  fhall  from  time 
to  time  direct  and  appoint.'* 


New  Hampfhire, 
Maflachufetts  Bay, 


Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


Mr.  Folfom,         no\na 

Mr.  S   Adams,   no 

Mr   J.  Adams,    no 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr,  Marchant, 

Mr.   Dyer, 

Mr.   Law, 

Mr,  Williams, 

Mr  Duane, 

Mr.  Duer. 


]>  no 


I 


J-  divided. 
New- 
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_New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Withcrfpoon 

Mr.  Elmer, 
Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr.  Carrol,  ay  J>  ay 

Mr.  Smith,      ;     ayy 
•     Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,         I      ay^t 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,     ay   >  ay 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,    ay} 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Pen n.  ay~l 

Mr.  Burke,  ay>ay 

Mr.  Harnett,  ay} 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Middleton,       ay~l 

Mr.  Key  ward,        ay  >  ay 
Mr.  Laurens,  ay\ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  memorial  from  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary  general  of 
purchafes,    was  read  ; 

Ordered^  Tharf  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  him. 

Refolved,  That  Mr,  Folfom,  Mr.  Perin,  and  Mr.  Laurens 
be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  the  mem- 
bers from  their  refpe£tive  Hates  heretofore  appointed  on  the 
faid  committee. 

Whereas  the  Birtifh  nation  have  received  into  their  ports; 
and  condemned  in  their  courts  of  admiralty  as  lawful  prize 
feveral  veffels  and  their  cargoes  belonging  to  thefe  ftates; 
which  the  matters  and  mariners,  in  breach  of  the  truft  and 
confidence  reputed  in  them,  have  betrayed  and  delivered  to 
the  officers  of  the  Britifh  crown: 

Refohed,  therefore,  That  any  veffel  or  cargo,  the  proper- 
ty of  any  Britifh  fubjeft,  not  an  inhabitant  of  Bermuda  or 
any  of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  brought  into  any  of  the  ports 
or  harbours  of  any  of  thefe  United  States  by  the  mafter  or 
mariners,  (hall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize  and  divided  among 
the  captors  in  the  fame  proportion  as  if  taken  by  any  con- 
tinental veffel  of  war. 

Four  o'Clod,  P.  M. ,  ■ 
The    committee   on   the   treafury   brought  in  a  report, 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That    a    warrant  iffue   on  the   commiffioner    of 

the    loan-office   for    the    ftate    of    Pennfylvania    for    ioooo 

"dollars   in    favour  of    William   Henry,    efquire,   appointed 

to 
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to  purchafe  fhoes  and  leather  and  to  fuperintend  the  repa- 
ration of  continental  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Robert  Turner,  or  his  or- 
der, 462  1-3  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  on  the  con- 
tinental treafurer,  by  John  A(he,  efquire,  public  treafurer  of 
the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  in  his  favor,  dated  9th  May, 
and  expreffed  to  be  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  for 
which  fum  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable,  and  the  fame 
is  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  appropri- 
ated for  that  ftate. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  that  part  of  the  articles 
of  confederation  relative  to  the  manner  of  conftituting  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States. 

On    the  qucftion   put, 

Refohed-,  That  no  perfon  (hall  be  capable  of  being  a 
delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  fix 
years. 

It  was  then  moved, 

"  That  no  ftate  (hall  be  reprefented  in  Congrefs  by  lefs 
than  two  nor  by  more  than  feven  members. 


New-Hamp(hire, 
Maflachufetts-  Bay, 


Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 
New  Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  -Carolina, 


no  I 

ayl 

no  f 

oyj 


as 

ay 

no  J  n» 

ay' 

ny\ay 

ay. 


I 

*yl 

ayS 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  S.  Adams 
Mr.  J.  Adams 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Law. 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Witherfpoonwo  ^ 
Mr.  Elmer,  no) 

Mr.  Morris,  ay  1 
Mr.  Roberdeau,cy  J 
Mr.  Chafe,  ay  ) 

Mr.  Carroll,  ay  S 
Mr.  Smith,  ay  J 
Mr.  Jones,  ay~\ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay  \ 
Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  av) 
Mr.   Penn,  ay\ 

Mr.  Burke,  ay  J 
Mr.  Harnett,      ay  J 


°y 


ay 


aJ 


aJ 


ay 


ay 
South. 
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South  Carolina,  Mr.  Middleton,    ay'i 

Mr.  Heyward,    ay  >  ay 
Mr.  Laurens,       ay  J 
So  it  pafied  in  the  affirmative. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Dorfet  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications.  , 

I'he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  08ober  15,  1777. 

Mr,  Hanrie,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took 
his  feat  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  take  effectual 
tneafures  to  make  as  public  as  poffible  the  refolution  paffed 
yefterday  for  making  lawful  prize  Britifh  vefTels  or  cargoes 
brought  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by  the 
matter  or  mariners. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Putnam  at  Fifhkiil  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  in- 
telligence. 

A  motion  was  made  for  recruiting  the  army  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr;  Duer,  and  Mr. 
R    H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  fit  on  this  bufinefs  this 
evening  and  report  to-morrow  morning. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  commifiary  general  ofpurchafes,  dated  the 
i^th,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  a  deputy  commifiary  general  of  purcha- 
fes,  and  a  deputy  commifiary  general  of  ifiues  be  appointed 
for  fupplying  the  forts  and  polls  on  the  wefiern  frontiers  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Virginia,  and  that  the  limits  of  the 
district  be  affigned  by  the  refpective  commifiaries  ge- 
neral  : 

That  afMant  pm-chafing  commifiaries  be  not  allowed 
in  the  diftridt  aforefaid  : 

That  the  faid  deputy  commifiary  general  of  ifiues  be  di- 
rected   to  receive   from  colonel   G.  Morgan    all    the   pro- 

vifions 
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vifions  in  his  poffeffion,  bel»nging  to  the  United  States, 
■who  is  directed  to  take  receipts  for  the  fame,  and  deliver  his 
accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of  treafury  in  order 
for  fettleraent,  and  for  charging  the  faid  provifions  to  the 
commiflary  of  iffues. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  afiigned  for  appointing  the 
deputy  commiflaries  general  aforefaid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  article  of  confedera- 
tion relative  to  the  powers  of  Congtefs  j  and  after  de- 
bate, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'Clod,   P  M. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  have  leave  of  abfence  till 
Monday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;— « 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan, 
efquire,  coinmifiary  general  of  purchafes,  100,000  dollars  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department,  he   to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  tocon- 
fider  of,  and  report  a  competent  allowance  to  lupport  the  ex- 
traordinary expencc  of  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  office  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
Mr.    Morris. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation under  debate  this  morning,  whereon  it  was 
moved, 

*'  That  in  order  to  render  the  prefent  union  and  con- 
federacy firm  and  perpetual,  it  is  efiential  that  the  limits 
of  each  refpective  territorial  jurisdiction  {hould  be  ascertain- 
ed by  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  every  (late  to  lay  before 
Congrefs  a  defcription  of  the  territorial  lands  of  each  of 
their  refpeftive  ftates,  and  a  fummary  of  the  grants, 
treaties  and  proofs  upon  which  they  arc  claimed  or  eftab- 
lifhed." 

New  Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom,  no  \  no 

Maffachufetts-Bay,       Mr.  S.  Adams,    no 
Mr.  J.  Adams,      nol 
Mr.  Gerry,  no\m 

Mr.  Lovell,         «oJ 

Vol.  III.  Eec  Rhode- 


V 
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Rhode-Ifland, 

Connecticut, 


New  York, 
New-Jerfey, 


Mr.  Marchant,  no  }►  no 

Mr.   Dyer,  no") 

Mr.  Law,  no  j  no 

Mr.  Williams,  ay} 

Mr.  Duane,  ayl 

Mr,  Daer.  oyy^ 

Mr.Witherfpoon.no  )- 

r  [no 

noj 

ay  }>  ay 

ay) 

ay\ay 
no} 

no  I 


Mr.  Elmer, 

Pennfylvatria,  Mr    Morris, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr  Carroll, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Virginia.,  Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  F   L.  Lee,  no  }•  no 
Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  no  | 
North- Carolina,  Mr   Penn,  no") 

Mr.  Harnett,        no}"9 
South- Carolina,  Mr.    Middleton,  no  ~* 

Mr.  Heyward,     no  >-«<? 
Mr.  Laurens,        no  ■» 
So   it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  that  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs  affembled  /hall  have  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  and 
power  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  weftern  boundary  of  fuch 
ftates  as  claim  to  the  fouth  fea,  and  to  difpofe  of  all  land 
neyond  the  boundary  fo  ascertained  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States  ;"  quefticn  put, 
PafTed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  '*  that  the  United  States  in  Con- 
.  grefs  affembled  fhall  have  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  and 
power  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  weftern  boundary  of  fuch 
icates  as  claim  to  the  Miffifippi  or  fouth  fea,  and  lay  out 
the  land  beyond  the  boundary  fo  afcertained  into  fe- 
parate  and  independent  ftates  from  time  to  time  as  the 
numbers  and  circumftances  of  the  people  thereof  may  re- 
quire." 


New-  Ha  mp  (hire, 
Maffachufetts  Bay, 


Rhode  Ifland, 

Cenne&icut, 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr   Lovell, 
Mr. Marchant, 
Mr.  Dyer. 
Mr  Law, 
Mr.Willft.ms, 


\o  }>  no 
no" 
no 
no  t  r, 

710 . 
no  [>  no 

no 

rw 
no 


i 


no 


New-' 


October 

jWeyr-York, 


1.777. 


AM 


Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Due-r, 


New  Jerfey, 


Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North- Carolina, 
South.  Carolina 


>  dlv'ui 


no  ^  n.9 


no 


Mr.Withcrfpoon,  no' 
M.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr,  Carroll, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Jones, 
[Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.   Middleton,  no' 
Mr.   Heywar.^,    nq 
Mr.  Laurens,       no 

So  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


ay  Vay 

ay) 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


D  J 

I 


no 


I 


tl9 


Thursday,     OSoler    16,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  co- 
py of  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  enquiry  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  conduct  of  major  general  Sullivan  in  the  expedition 
commanded  by  him  to  Staten-Iiland  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
laft,  and  fundry  other  papers;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  joth  from 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior,  deputy  pay-mafte  general  in  the 
Northern  department,  and  one  of  the  14th  from  general 
Mifflin  at  Reading,  wjth  fundry  papers  inclofed ;  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  2249  dollars  be  paid  to  meff.  Livingfton  and 
Turnbull,  or  order,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  in  their  favour  drawn 
by  J.  Bradford,  dated  Bofton  27th  Auguft,  1777,  on  tne 
marine  committee,  expreffed  to  be  for  value  received  for  the 
naval  department  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States ;  the 
faid  J.  Bradford  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
the  papers  inclofed  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
J;he  judgment  of  the  court  of  enquiry  be  publifhed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Mifflin  and  J.  Trunu 
bull,  efquirc,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  200,000  dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  (late  of  Maffchu- 
ictts-Bay,  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior,  deputy 

paymafter 
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paymafter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Northern 
department,  and  for  which  the  faid  J.  Trumbull  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the 
53th  and  the  returns  relative  tocloathing  wanted  for  the  army, 
be  fent  by  exprefs  to  each  of  the  ftates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
Connecticut,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  they  be  refpe&ively  requefted  to  fend  to  the 
general  with  all  poffible  difpatch  as  many  of  the  feveral  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  return,  as  can  be  collected  and  are  not 
immediately  wanted  for  their  refpective  regiments  which  have 
not  joined  the  army,  and  to  order  the  officers  in  the  cloathier's 
department  in  the  ftates  aforefaid  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exerti- 
ons in  forwarding  the  cloathing  in  their  pofleffion. 

Four  ocloci,   P.  M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  committee 
on  departments,  relative  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance 
which  was  debated  by  paragraphs  : 

In  debating  the  6th  paragraph  it  was  moved,  after  records 
to  add  "  and  papers,"  and  after  board  to  add  "  except  the 
returns  of  the  army,  military  ftores  or  provifions  :"  in  lieu  of 
this  it  was  moved  only  to  add  thefe  words  ''and  to  take  co- 
pies thereof,  excepting  copies  of  returns  of  the  armies,  pro- 
vifions, or  military  ftores,  which  fhall  not  be  delivered  to  any 
member  without  the  order  of  Congrefs  :*'  the  queftion  being 
put  on  the  laft — 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode- Ifiand, 
Connne&icut, 


New- York, 
New  Jerfey, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Law, 
Mr,  Williams, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer. 


■ay 


Mr.  Witherfpoon.no  1    ,.  . ,  . 
ik/r_   T7i r         _r  divided 


Mr.  Elmer 
Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Smith, 


Virginia 
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r.  Jones,  «""1 

r.  F.  L.  Lee,  no  ( 

r.   R.  H.  Lee,  not, 

r.    Haivie,  ay) 


Virginia,  M 

M 
M 

m 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Perm,  no^ 

Mr.  Harnett,  no) 

South -Carolina,  Mr.  Middleton.       ay* 

Mr.  Hey  ward,         ay  Vay 
Mr.  Laurens,  ay  3 

So   it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  farther  confideration  of  the  report  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  OSol>err\']i  1777* 
The    committee  on  the  treafury    brought  in  a  report — 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Ebenezer  Hazard, 
efquire,  furveyor  general  of  the  poll- office  of  the  United 
States,  3000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  department,  he 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Holmes,  efquire,  depu- 
ty commiflary  general  of  prifoners,  1500  dollars  towards  the 
expence  of  hiring  houfes  or  erecting  barracks  with  pallifades 
for  the  habitation  of  the  prifoners  of  war  ordered  to  be 
removed  into  Virginia,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  George  Morgan,  14000 
dollars  on  account  of  expences  incurred  by  him  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice  at  fort  Pitt,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  meff  Price  and  Haywood,  348 
dollars  on  account  of  a  balance  due  to  chem  from  the  Uni- 
ted   States  : 

That  four  fets  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  prefident  on 
the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Arthur  Lee  and  Silas 
Deane,  efquires,  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  inFrance, 
and  counterfigned  by  the  auditor  or  affiftant  auditor  general; 
one  fet  for  16796  Spaniffi  milled  dollars,  one  fet  for  11748 
Spaniffi  milled  dollars,  one  fet  for  4699  Spaniffi  milled  dol- 
lars, and  one  other  fet  for  2349  Spaniffi  milled  dollars,  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  37^92  Spaniffi  milled  dollars,  in  favour  of 
mefT.  James  Price  and  William  Haywood,  in  full  payment  of 
all  demands  which  they  or  either  of  them  have  againft  the  U- 
nited  Scates  : 

That  the  prefident  iffue  the  Following  warrants  in  favor  of 
major  general  Mifflin,  quartermafter  general,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable,  viz.  ene  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan -of- 
fice 
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fice  in  the  ftate  of  Conned  leut  for  50000  dollars,  to  be  tranf- 
mitted to  the  deputy  quartermafter  general  at  Fiflikill  ;  one  on 
the  commiffionerof  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  New-Hamp- 
ffiire  for  50000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy  quar- 
termafter general  atHartford;  one  on  the  commiflionerof  the 
loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia  50000  dollars,  to  be  tranf 
roitted  to  the  deputy  quartermafter  general  at  William/burgh; 
one  on  the  coramiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  New- 
Jerfey  for  40000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy 
quartermafter  general  at  Eafton  ;  and  one  on  the  commiffioner 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  fortfoooodollars: 

And  that  there  be  paid  to  the  faid  quartermafter  general, 
out  of  the  treafury  or  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  auditor-ge- 
neral, the  farther  fum  of  102000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  the  faid 
feveral  fums  amounting  to  352000  dollars,  for  which  the 
faid  quartermafter  general  has  made  application  by  letter  to 
Congrefs,  dated  the  14th  inftant. 

Re/olved,  That  Congrefs  highly  approve  of  the  brave  and 
fpirited  conduct  of  commodore  Haziewood  and  the  other 
officers  and  men  concerned  in  the  defence  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware, and  of  their  undaunted  perfeverance  and  refolution  to 
maintain  that  pafs  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  utmoft 
extremity. 

Refohed,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  war  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr. 
Williams  and  Mr.  Jones. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Jofeph  Pennel  was  read  .* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  for  recruit- 
ing the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  deficiency  of  the  feveral  battalions  now  in  the 
fcrvice  has,  in  the  prefent  campaign,  been  attended  with  ma- 
aifeft  difadvantages  to  the  United  States  ;  and  whereas  the 
divided  ftate  of  the  enemy's  troops,  their  reduced  numberand 
dillance  from  their  {hips  of  war.  afford  the  molt  favorable  op- 
portunities for  attacking  and  fubduingthem  before  reinforce- 
ments can  be  fent  to  their  aid  ;  which  falutary  purpofe  may, 
under  Providence,  be  obtained  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of 
the  feveral  ftates  for  fpeedily  filling  their  feveral  battalions  : 

Refohed,  That  it  be  earneltly  recommended  to  the  faid 
ftates,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  for  immediately  cora- 
pleating  their  feveral  quotas,  and  to  addrefs  their  inhabitants 
911  the  advantages  thai  will  refult  therefrom  :  That 
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That  to  the  premium  of  five  dollars  offered  by  a  refolutioa 
•f  Congrefs  of  the  3  lit  July  laft  for  apprehending  and  fecur- 
ing  deferters  from  the  continental  army,  an  addition  be  made 
of  five  dollars  for  each  deferter  fo  apprehended  and  fecured, 
and  1 2-90  of  a  dollar  for  each  mile  between  the  place  in  which 
he  may  be  taken,  and  that  to  which  he  may  be  conveyed. 

That  the  premium  and  other  expences  for  apprehending; 
deferters  be  flopped  out  of  the  pay  which  may  be  already  due 
to  fuch  deferters  reflectively  or  that  fhall  become  due  to  fuch 
of  them  as  may  receive  a  pardon. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  fevcral 
ftates  to  provide  by  law  for  more  effectually  detecting  and 
punifhing  any  perfon  who  fhall  knowingly  harbour,  conceal 
or  affift  any  deferter  from  the  land  or  fea  fervke  of  thefe  ftates, 
or  who  fhall  knowingly  detain,  buy,  exchange  or  receive  any 
horfe,  arms,  accoutrements  or  deaths  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  from  any  foldier,  trooper,  mariner,  deferter,  or  any 
other  perfon  ;  and  that  the  penalties  for  fuch  offences  bo  ex- 
emplary and  the  mode  of  recovery  eafy  and  expeditious. 

That  copies  of  the  above  refolves,  with  duplicates  of  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  31ft  of  July  laft,  be  fent  to 
the  refpective  ftates,  and  that  they  be  deiired  to  publifh  fuch 
parts  thereof  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  forthwith  to  order 
one  or  more  of  his  officers  that  are  or  may  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive recruits  and  deferters,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of 
the  31ft  of  July  laft,  to  apply  to  the  fupreme  executive  au- 
thority of  each  refpective  ftate  for  the  names  of  the  recruit- 
ing officers  and  of  the  places  of  rendezvous,  which  the  faid 
executive  authorities  were  requefted  to  appoint  by  the  refo- 
lution aforefaid  ;  and  that  the  faid  executive  authorities  are 
requefted  to  furnifh  fuch  commiffioned  officer  or  officers  with 
fufficient  fums  of  money  to  pay  the  premiums,  mileages  and 
fubfiftence  of  the  recruits  and  deferters,  which  they  may  re- 
ceive agreeable  to  the  faid  refolve  ;  to  draw  on  Congrefs  for 
fuch  advances  ;  to  call  to  account  for  the  fame  the  officer  or 
officers,  and  arreft  fuch  as  fhall  refufe  to  account  ;  and  the 
faid  officer  and  officers  are  reflectively  directed  punctually  to 
pay  the  premium  for  each  recruit  and  deferter  as  aforefaid  ; 
to  take  receipts  for  the  money  paid  and  to  adjuft  their  re- 
fpective accounts  with  the  fupreme  executive  authority  afore- 
faid before  they  leave  the  ftate,  and  conftantly  to  publifh  the 
names  of  the  places  of  their  refidence  and  rendezvous  as 
aforefaid. 

That 
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That  General  Wafhington  be  directed  to  publifh  a  pro- 
clamation, offering  pardon  to  fuch  as  have  deferted  from  the 
continental  army  and  (hall  on  or  before  fuch  day  as  he  (hall 
think  proper  to  fix  in  his  proclamation  retura  to  their  refpective 
corps- or  furrender  themfelves  to  the  officers  appointed  to  re- 
ceive recruits  and  deferters  in  the  refpecti ve . ftates  or  to  any 
other  continental  commiffioned  officer. 

Some  packets  from  Martineque,  directed  to  Willing,  Morris 
and  Co.  being  brought  into  Congrefs  while  Mr  Morris  wasab- 
fent,  and  it  being  repref*nted  that,  from  the  information  o£ 
the  perion  who  brought  the  packets,  there  was  reafon  to  believe 
they  contained  difpatches  for  congrefs  or  fomeof  its  committees 

Ordered,  That  the  covers  be  opened. 

The  committee  on  the  poll  office  brought  in  a  report. 

Four  o'clock,   P.  Jl{. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  poft-office  ;whereupon 

Refohedy  That  the  poitmaller  generalbe  authorifed,  during 
the  prefent  exigence,  to  appoint  two  additional  furveyors  of 
the  poft-office,  and  that  all  ihe  furveyors  be  allowed  fix  dol- 
lors  a  day  each,  in  full  confideration  of  .travelling  expence* 
and  ail  other  allowances. 

That  the  tour  of  the  whole  be  as  follows  ;  one  from  Caf- 
co-Bay  to  Philadelphia,  or,  during  the  enemy's  being  in 
poffeffion  of  that  city,  to  Lancafler  ;.  one  from  Philadelphia 
or  Lancafter  to  Edentown  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  third 
from  Edentown  to  Savannah  in  Georgia  : 

That  an  infpedf  or  of  dead  letters  be  appointed,  with  a  fa- 
lary  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  year  ;.  to- examine  all  dead  let- 
ters at  the  expiration  of  each  quarter;;  to  communicate  to 
Congrefs  fuch  as, contain  inimical  fchemes  or  intelligence  ;  to 
prcferve  carefully  all  money,  loan -office  certificates,  lottery 
tickets,  notes  of  hand  and  other  valuable  papers  inclofed  in 
any  of  them,  and  be  accountable  for  them;  and  to  keep  a 
book  containing  an  exact  account  of  fuch  papers,  &c.  fo 
found,  tlie  date  of  the  letters,  from  whence  and  by  whom 
written  and  to  whom  divtfted  ;  that  he  be  under  oath  faith- 
fully and  impartially  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  that 
he  be  enjoined  to  take  no  copy  of  any  letter  whatever,  and 
tot  to  divulge  their  contents  to  any  but  Congrefs  or  thofe 
Y  uotn  they  may  appoint  for  the  purpole  : 

That  the  poft  go  not  cut  of  his  regular  and  ufual  courfein 
oido  to  pafs  by  head  quarters,  but  that  the  poftmafters  on 

each 
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each  fide  of  head  quarters  and  nearefl  to  them  have  authority 
to  hire  expreffes  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  letturs  for  the 
army  to  the  poll-office  there  : 

That  the  rate  of  portage  be  encreafed  fifty  per  cent. 

Refohed,  That  an  allowance  of  250  dollars  be  made  to 
the  prefent  furveyor  of  the  port  office  for  part  extraordinary 
fervices. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  be  authorif- 
ed  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effe&ual  meafures  for  getting 
a  printing  prefs  eredtcd  in  Yorktovvn,  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  to  the  public  the  intelligence  that  Congrefs  may 
from  time  to  time  receive. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the 
war-office  which    was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  a  board  of  war  be  eftablifhed,  to  confift 
of  three  perfons  not  members  of  Congrefs  : 

That  there  fhall  be  a  fecretary  to  the  faid  board,  to  be 
appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  board  fhall  recommend  for  the  approbation  and  ap- 
pointment ofCongrefs  asmany  clerks  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  af- 
fifting  them  in  the  execution  of  thebufinefs  of  their  department. 

That  the  power  and  duties  of  the  faid  board  be  as  follows. 
To  obtain  and  keep  an  alphabetical  and  accurate  regifter  of  the 
names  of  all  officers  in  the  land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  with  their  ranks  and  the  dates  of  their  com- 
miffions  ;  „to  fill  up  all  military  commiffions,  which  fhall  be 
figned  by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  and  counterfigned  by  the 
fecretary  of  the  war-office, and  to  publifh  annually  a  regifter  of 
all  appointments  ;  to  obtain  and  keep  regular  and  exact  ac- 
counts of  the  numbers  and  difpofition  of  the  forces  of  theUnited 
States  ;  to  obtain  and  keep  exa£l  accounts  of  all  the  artillery, 
arms,  ammunition,  warlike  ftores,  cloathing,  medicines  and 
provifions  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  and  the  places  where  the  fame  fhall  from  time  to  time 
be  lodged  and  employed  ;  to  take  the  immediate  care  and  di- 
rection of  all  fuch  artillery,  arms,  ammunition  and  warlike 
ftores  as  fhall  not  be  employed  in  actual  fervice;  to  fuperintend 
the  building  and  management  of  laboratories, arfenals.feunde- 
ries  magazines,  barracks  and  other  public  buildings,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  which  they  are  from  time  to  time  to  report  toCon- 
grefs  ;  to  forward  all  difpatches  from  Congrefs  to  the  Hates 
and  armies,  and  all  monies  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  for  the  public  fervice, and  to  provide  guards  for  the  fafe 
conveyance  of  fuch  difpatches  and  monies,whenever  it  fhall  ap- 
pear to  the  board  to  be  neceffary;  to  fuperintend  the  raifing. 

Vol.  III.  Fff  /      recruitiag 
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recruiting  aftd  difpatching  of  the  land  fortes  in  the  fervice' 
of  the  United  States  ;  to  take  care  and  dire&ion  of  prifoners 
of  war  ;  to  lay  beforeCongrefs  proper  and  feafonableeftimates 
of  fuch  artiilery.arras, ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,cloathing 
and  medicines  as  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  wanted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  to  execute  all  fuch  matters  as 
they  lhall  be  divetted  ;  to  give  their  opinion  on  all  fuch  fub- 
je.&s  as  fclll  be  referred  ter  them  by  Congrefs';  and  in  gene- 
ral to  fuperintend  the  feveral  branches  of  the  military  depart- 
ment ;  and  if  at  any  time  they  think  a  meafure  neceffaryforthe 
public  fervice,  to  which  their  powers  are  incompetent,  they 
(hall  communicate  the  fame  to  Congrefs  for  their  diredtion 
therein ;  to  keep  fair  entries  of  all  the  bufinefs  tranfacledbythem: 
The  faid  board  fhall  .fit  in  the  place  where  Congrefs 
.  {hall  be.  held,  and  no  member  of  the  board  fhall  abfent 
himfelf  without  leave  of  Con.:refs   ; 

All  the  proceedings  of  the  board  fhall  be  infpected  by 
Congrefs  or  a  committee  by  them  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  once  a  mouth  or  oftner,  as  may  be  thuught  proper 
and  convenient  ;  and  every  member  of  Congrefs  may  have 
free  accefs  to  the  recopds  of  the  faid  board  and  take  copies 
thereof,  excepting  copies  of  returns  of  the  armies,  provi- 
iions'or  military  ftores,  excepting  copies  of  returns  of  the 
armies,  provisions  or  military  {lores,  which  fhall  not  be 
delivered  to  any  member  without  the  order  of  Congrefs. 

Rejolved,  That  all  military  and  other  officer's  attending 
Hpoia  or  connected  with  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be. 
and  they  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  obferve  the 
directions  of  the  fvid  board  in  making  and  tranfmitting 
proper  returns,  T*m  fuch  other  matters  as  may  tend  to  faci- 
•  litate  tire  ba&rifafs  of  the  faid  board  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  United  States  to 
©ive  the  faid  board  all  necrfiary  afliltance  in  the  execution  of 
the  bufinefs  cf  their  department. 

Rc/b/ved,  That  the  falary  of  each  of  the  three  gentlemen 
who  fhall  condii'5\  the  bufinefs  of  the  board  of  war  be  two 
fhoufand  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  aliigned  for  electing  com- 
nvlinoners  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  Georgia  againfl 
the  United  States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  GEoler  18,  17-77^ 
A  letter  ot   the    1 :  th  from  general  Gates  at  Saratoga,  and 
funiivv  papers  euclofed,  were  read  :  Ordered) 
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Order*!,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intel- 
ligence. 

Re/ohed,  That  all  letters,  returns  and  difpatches  relative 
to  the  public  affairs  of  thefe  United  States  in  the  department  . 
of  the  treafury  board,  the  board  of  war,  the  marine  com-, 
mittee,  the  commitee  of  commerce,  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  ail  other  cummittces  and  dtp  .rtrneuis  be  for  tne 
future  directed  to  Congrefs  or  the  prefident ;  any  rtloldtion 
of  Congrefs  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committe  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Bingham  at  Martinique,  ;ontaining  a  copy  of  fun-- 
dry  refolutions  paffed  by  the  affembly  of  the  Hate  of  Georgia 
the  26th  May  laft..  and  fundry  other  papers,  which  were 
read  ••  whereupon 

Congrefs  taking  into  eonfideration  a  refolve  of  the  houfe 
ofaffemby  of  Georgia  of  the  26th  May  laft.  purporting  •'  that 
captain  de  la  Playne  be  empowered  to  engage  two  or  three  en- 
gineers of  character,  with  fome  officers  for  the  artillery  fer- 
vice,  and  that  there  be  delivered  to  him  fome  blank,  conti- 
nental commiffions,  which  he  may  beftow  on  "fiich  officers  as 
he  may  think  proper  for  recruiting  men,  both  foldiers  and 
failors,  which  bufinefs  if  compleated,  the  officers  and  men 
{hall  be  received  into  the  continental  battalions  and  fervice 
of  that  Mate  ;  and  that  he  do  alfo  receive  cade.s  according  to 
the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  army  " 

Re/ohed,  That  Congrefs  highly  difapprove  of  continental 
commiffions  being  fent  abroad  in  the  manner  and  for  the  ufe 
mentioned  in  the  faid  refolve,  as  well  as  of  the  defi^n  to  recruit 
foldieri  for  the  continental  fervice  in  foreign  parts  without 
application  to  Congrefs  and  permiffion  from  the  princes  and 
governments  within  whofe  dominions  fuch  recruits  may  be 
obtained* 

Ordered,  That  this  refolve  be  tranfmitted  to  the  American 
commiffioners  at  Pans  by  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  : 

That  a  copy  thereof  be  fent  to  the  ftate  of  Georgia. 

Ordered,  Tha.t  the  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  letter  to  the  medical  committee  from  William  Shippen, 
(director  general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral- matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    ORober  20,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  1 6th  from  general  Waihington  at  Wentz's 
i3Yern,  inclofinga  letter  of  the  8th  and  one  of  the  13th  from 

Jacob 


4|6      JOURNALS   OF  CONGRESS. 

Jacob  Duche  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  nth  from  colonel  David, 
Mafoo,  incloiiHg  the  judgment  of  a  court  martial  on  the  trial 
of  John   More,  a  deferter,  were  read  '. 

Ordered,  That  the  judgment  of  the  court  martial  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  letter  from  colonel  Mafon 
to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  the  reverend  Mr.  George  Duf- 
field  at  Trenton,  was  read,  wherein  he  declares  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  Chaplain  to  Gongrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain  for  the 
hofpital  in  the  middle  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  reverend  Mr,  Elinu  Spencer  was  elected. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Ilefohed,  Th^t  the  governor  and  council  of  Maryland  be 
informed  that  the  artillery  regiments  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  have  fuffrred  fo  much  in  the  late  engagements 
that  there  are  not  a  Sufficient  number  to  do  the  duty  of  artil- 
lery men  in  the  army,  and  therefore  that  the  government  of 
that  (late  be  earneftly  requefted  to  order  the  companies  of 
matroffes  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  to  join  the  ar- 
my immediately  and  that  the  faid  companies  fhairbe  ordered  to 
return  whenever  the  government  of  that  ftate  fhall  require  it. 

Refohed,  That  the  refult  of  the  court  of  enquiry  into  the 
expedition  of  Staten  Ifland,  fo  honorable  to  the  character  of 
general  Sullivan,  is  highly  pleafingto  Congrefs,  and  that  the 
opinion  of  the  faid  court  be  publifhed  in  juftification  of  the 
injured  character  of  that  officer. 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  general  R.  Howe  and  brigadier 
General  M'Dougal  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  William  Maffey  be  appointed  deputy 
mutter  matter  general  to  the  continental  troops  raifed  or  to  be 
railed  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  thofe  parts  of  Mr.  prefident  Rutledge's  let- 
ter of  Auguft  the  8th  and  the  whole  of  the  nth  of  Septem- 
ber, to  th;  delegates  of  South -Carolina,  relative  to  Indian 
affairs,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  .• 

That  general  R.  Howe's  letter  of  Auguft  the  29th  laft  re- 
lating to  the  general  hofpital  in  South  Carolina,  be  referred 
%o  the  medical  committee. 

Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  general  K.  Howe's  letter 
of  the  4-th  of  September  1777,  to  the  fpeaker  and  affemblyof 
the  ftate  of  Georgia,  and  another  of  the  28th  of  Auguft  to 
the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  in  which  he  reprefenti  the  danger  of 

an 
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an  Indian  war  being  provoked  by  the  wantonnefs  and  indif- 
cretion  of  feveral  perfons  in  that  ftate, 

Refolded,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  pre- 
fident  and  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia  to  ufe  their  ut- 
nioft  exertions  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  the 
Indian  nations  ;  and  to  enable  them  to  effect  this  falutary 
purpofe,  that  they  forthwith  enact  laws  inflicting  leverc 
penalties  on  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  as  may  endeavour 
to  provoke  a  war  which  may  endanger  the  ftate  of 
Georgia,  and  entail  great  injury  and  expence  on  the  United 
States. 

Refohed,  That  Samuel  Allen  M'Crofky  and  George 
Stevenfon  junior,  be  appointed  firft  lieutenants  ;  Andrew 
Colhoon  and  John  M  "Curdy  fecond  lieutenants,  and  Wil- 
liam Montgomery  and  David  Holmes  enfigns,  in  the  two 
regular  companies  appointed  to  be  raifed  on  continental 
eftablifhmcut  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  ftorcs  at 
Carlifle  ;  and  that  commifiions  be  filled  up  for  them  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heyward  have  leave  of  abfence  to 
convey  his  family  to  South-Carolina. 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  a 
letter  of  nth  Auguft  from  W.  Lee  at  Nantes,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    Odober  21,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Wafhington  and  one 
of  the  1 6th  from  general  Putnam  at  Fiihkiil,  both  enclof- 
ing  a  copy  of'a  letter  of  the  15th  from  governor  Ciinton  at 
Kingfton,  giving  an  account  of  a  capitulation  figned  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  for  the  surrender  of  general  Burgoyne 
and  his  army  ;  a  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Sullivan 
at  Metuchin  Hills,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one 
of  the  iyth  from  general  Mifflin,  inclofing  a  letter  from 
colonel  Lutterloe,  giving  an  account  of  general  Howe's 
retreat  from  Germantown  ;  one  of  the  14th  from  governor 
Trumbull  at  Hartford  ;  one  of  the  9th  from  colonel  Mafon 
at  Williamburg  :  and  a  meffage  from  captain  White  Eyes  ; 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  meffage  from  captain  White-Eyes  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  Refolvedt 
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Refohed,  That  Jeffe  Brown,  who  hath' been  employed  a* 
an  exprefs  by  his  excellency  governor  Trumbull  to  th§ 
different  departments  and  to  and  from:  Congrefs,  and  who 
kath  proved  himfelf  faithful  and  alert  in  that  bufinefs, 
fubmit  his  account  for  pall  fervices  to  the  com miffi oners 
of  accounts  for  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  and  charge  tlie 
fame  to  the  account  of  the  United  States  ;  arid  that  he  be 
continued  as  an    exprefs   rider  in  the  continental. fervice. 

Rtfo/'ved.  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States 
in  France  and  Spain  have  full  power  to  fuperintend  and 
direct  the  feveral  agents  and  factors  of  the  faid  ftates, 
employed  *  in-  the  kingdoms  aforefaid  ;  to  remove  fuch  as 
they  fhall  judge  difqualified  for  this  office,  and  to  appoint 
others  in  their  room. 

A  motion  being  made  for  importing  arms,  ammunition, 
cloathing,   &c. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war  for  50*000 
dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  by  them  to  Benjamin  Karrifprj 
junior,  efquire,  deputy  paymaftcr  general  in  the  Southern  de- 
partment, who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  the  favour  of  cqr 
lonel  Jeremiah  Duggan,  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Duggan,  for 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  advanced  on  account,  of  hig 
pay  as  major  commandant,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  John  Baynton  efquire,  deputy 
p.symafter  general  at  Pittfburgh,  io,oco  dollars,  for  which 
he    is  to  be  accountaole. 

Congrefs  rcfumed  the  confederation  of  the  articles  of 
confederation  as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  : 
in  debating  the  fixth  article,  it  was  moved  that  in  Head  of 
"  no  ftate  fhall  lay  any  imports  or  duties  which  may  in- 
terfere with  any  (Hpulations  in  treaties  hereafter  entered 
into  by  the  United  States  affcmbled,  with  any  king, 
prince  or  ftate,"  it  (hall  run  thus  '<  no  ftate  fhall  lay 
any  imports  or  duties  upon  good11,  wares  or  merchandize 
imported  or  exported  by  any  foreign  nation  with  whom 
the  United  States  affembled  fhall  enter  into  any  commer- 
cial treaty,  other  than  what  fhall  be  laid  upon  the  inha- 
bitants of  fuch  ftate  ;  provided  that  any  ftate  may  totally 
prohibit  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  particular 
ipecies  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  j  and  provided 
*  alft 
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aifo  that  if  any  foreign  nation  fhall  not  allow  the  fame 
privileges,  exemptions  or  advantages  to  the  people  and  vef- 
fels  of  any  ftate  trading  in  their  ports  as  to  their  own  peo- 
ple and  veffcls,  the  faid  ftate  may  difallow  the  like  privi- 
ledges,  exemptions  and  difadvantages  to  thofe  foreigners  :*' 
after  fpme  debate  thereon  the  confideration  thereof  was  pofl- 
poned  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'Clock,    P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes  brought   in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  amendment  mov- 
ed this  morning,  and   the  queftion  being  put, 

The  ftates  were  eqally  divided 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    OSober  22,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifiue  on  the  treafurer  for  4000 
dollars  in  favour  of  George  Rofs,*  efquire,  and  company, 
owners  of  the  Mary  Ann  Furnace,  in  part  payment  of  can- 
non ball  made  by/them  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  agreeable 
to  a  contract  with  the  navy  board  for  the  iV'iddlc  depart- 
ment, which  board  i6  to  be  charged  with  the  fum,  and  the 
-fajd  George  Rofs  and  company  to  be  accountable  to  them 
for  the  lame.  ^   • 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takea 
into  confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  cafe  of  John  More,  a  private  in  the 
4th  Virginia  regiment,  tried  and  condemned  to  be  fhot 
for  defertion,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial,  be  referred  to  general  Washington  for  his  deter- 
mination thereupon. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Shelly,  a  prifoser  in  the  goal  of 
Carlifle  in  the  ftate  of  Peuni~ylvania<,  and  a  cc-py  of  his  ex- 
amination were    laid  before  Congrefs  arid  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  executive  coun- 
■  eil  of  Pennfylvania. 

A  letter  from  Daniel  Clymer  to   Richard  Bache  refpeft- 
.  ing  the  confinement  of  Mr    William   Franklin  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  war. 

A 
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A.  petition  and  memorial  of  Cumberland  Dugan  of  Bak 
timore  was  read  : 

Ort?e?sJ.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  confer  with  the  commiffary  general  of  pur- 
chafes  on  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  by  him  for  ob- 
taining the  neceffary  fupplies  of  provifions  for  the  enfuing 
year,  together  with  a  propofed  alteration  in  the  ration  ; 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  be 
authorifed  and  empowered  to  apply  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  fafety  of  Connecticut,  or  to  the  board  of  war  of 
the  Maffaehufetts  Bay,  or  to  empower  the  deputy  com- 
miffiry  general  of  purchafes  for  the  Eaftern  diftrict,  to 
import  or  contract  with  perfons.  who  (hall  import  and 
fupply  on  reafonable  terms  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fait 
for  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  Middle  diftrict  ; 
that  the  mailers  of  the  veffels  to  be  employed  for  this 
purpofe  be  feverally  directed  to  deliver  their  cargoes  of 
fait  at  fuch  ports  in  the  Middle  or  Southern  diftricts  as 
the  commiffary  general  mall  think  moft  convenient,  and  that 
he  order  cargoes  of  flour  or  grain,  on  the  arrival  of  thofe  vef- 
fels at  the  ports  aforefaid,  to  be  provided  and  fhipped  in  them 
for  the  army  in  the  Eaftern  diftrict  : 

And  the  faid  governor  and  council  of  fafety  and  board  of 
war  are  feverally  requefted  to  affift  the  commiffary  inaccom- 
plifhing  thefe  purpofes,  and  to  grant  or  procure  permits  for 
exporting  cargoes   to  purchafe  the  fait. 

And  whereas  there  is  an  immediate  demand  for  the  ar- 
ticle aforefaid  in  the  Middle  diftrict  ; 

RefalveJ,  That  the  fupreme  executive  authorities  of 
the  ftates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connecticut  be  re- 
fpectively  requefted  to  afiift  the  commiffary  general  of 
purchafes  in  procuring  waggons  or  teams  for  removing 
1 2000  bufhels  of  fait  from  the  Eaftern  to  the  Middle 
diftrict,  that  the  faid  commiffary  be  directed  to  employ 
the  waggons  or  teams  procured  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay 
to  remove  the  fait  from  thence  to  Connecticut  ; — and 
thofe  procured  in  the  Hates  laft  mentioned,  in  removing 
the  fait  from  thence  to  fuch  places  on  the  North  river 
as  he  fhail  judge  moft  convenient  ;  and  the  faid  com- 
miffary general  is  directed  to  procure  waggons  or  teams 
in  the  Middle  diftrict  and  load  them  with  flour  to  be  de- 
livered at  the  North  river  and  feat  by  the  teams  bringing 

the 
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the  fait  from  Connecticut  to  the  magazines  of  the  army  In 
that  llate;  and  that  the  waggons  or  teams  from  the  middle 
diftridt  be  employed  to  bring  from  the  north  river  the  fait 
to  be  depofited  there  as  aforefaid  : 

That  the  coramifTary  general  of  iffnes  be  directed  to  ap- 
ply to  general  Wafhingt~>n  for  a  certificate  of  the  provifions 
allowed  for  each  ration  drawn  by  the  army,  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  himfelf  to  the  office  aforefaid,  and  to  direct 
the  feveral  iffuing  commifTaries  under  him  to  deliver  provifions 
to  the  army  agreeabiy  to  the  faid  certificate,  till  the  further 
orders  of  Congrefs,  any  refolution  of  Congrefs  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding  ;  and  that  the  commiflary  general  of 
iffues  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  by  the  earliefl  opportunity,  a 
copy  of  the  certificate  which  he  fhall  receive  irom  general 
Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  the  alteration  propofed  by  the  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes  in  the  ration  at  prefent  ordered  by 
Congrefs  to  be  iffued  to  the  army,  be  tranfmitted  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  communicate 
to  Congrefs  his  fentiments  on  this  fubject  as  foon  as  pofll- 
ble. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  forego- 
ing report  prepare  a  plan  for  eftablifhing  a  board  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  departments  of  the  commiflaries  and  quartermafter 
general. 

Four  0  Clock,  P.  M. 

Whereas  reports  injurious  to  the  character  of  Colonel 
George  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  affairs  at  Fort  Pitt,  have 
prevailed,  reprefenting  him  as  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of 
America. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  colonel  Morgan  ;  and  that  he  be 
required  forthwith  to  repair  to  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  that  a  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duties 
entrufted  to  colonel  Morgan  until  the  event  of  fuch  en- 
quiry. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 
and  Mr.  Law. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  appointing  a 
proper  perfon  to  perform  the  duties  entrufted  to  colonel  Mor- 
gan untd  the  event  of  the  enquiry  ordered  to  be  made  into 
his  conduct. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ; 
whereupon 

Vol.  III.  Ggg  Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel  Lc* 
vin  Povvcl.  for  the  ule  of  part  of  the  Virginia  regiment 
commanded  by  colonel  William  Grayfon,  now  on  their 
march  to  join  the  main  army,  400  dollars,  the  fa  id  colonel 
Grayfon  to  be  accountable. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  major  James  rrnPtrong  Wilfou 
£20  dollars,  to  purckafe  blankets  for  the'ufe  of  the  two  com- 
panies under  his  command  Rationed  at  Carlifle  to  guard  the 
public  Mores  depofited  there. 

The  board  of  treafury  report  "  that  they  have  reafon  to 
think  from  the  bell  information  they  can  obtain  that  Mr. 
Robert  Ritchie,  one  of  the  cotnrniiSoners  of  claims,  has 
not  removed  from  tfia  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  find  that  pri- 
vate concerns  of  Fitziimmons,  auother  of  the  eommiffioners, 
has  pr.  vented  his  neceflary  attendance  to  the  bufinefs  of  the 
faid  office;"  w hereupon 

Refihte&i  That  two  commiflioners  of  claims  be  appointed 
to  fuppJy  the  places  of  the  gentlemen  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  That  to- morrow  be  afUgned  for  nominating  the 
faid  ccmiffioners  and  alio  a  commiffioner  for  auditing  and 
fettling  accounts  in  the  Northern  department  in  the  room  of 
Mr    Robert  Garter,  who  has  refigned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponedy 
adjourned  to.  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  h  u  r  s  »  A  v,  Otlober  13,  I  777. 
Application  being  made  on  behalf  of  doctor  John  Linn,  who 
Was  appointed  direftcr  of  the  hofpital  in  the  di£irj<St  of 
Quebrr,  as  e.ppears  by  brigadier  general  Woofrtr's  orders, 
dated  .nihany'/Cth  September  1776,  for  a  fettle  ment  of  his 
accounts. 

Order vd,  Tha-t  tke  fett'lement  of  his  aecounts  be  referred 
to  tnt  bnurd  of  treafury. 

Congrefa  took  into  coafideration  a  report  of  the  marine 
committee  of  the  !Cth   July  iafl  ;  whereupon 

Refoh-ed,  That  the  navy  board  for  the  Faflern  department 
be  empowered  to  iufpend  any  commander  or  other  ofijeer  in 
the  continental  HSvy  within  their  diilri.di,  until  the  pleafure 
of  Congrefs  (hall  be  known,  giving  immediate  notice  there- 
of  to  iht  marine  committee,  With  the  caufes  of  fuch  fufpen- 
fion. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  the  petition  and 
memorial  of  Cumberland  fiugan  was  referred,  brought  in  a 
jvport  ;    v.  !.?/•.  ecen 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafnref  for  qooo 
dollars  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  com  mercfe,  to  enable 
them  to  fettle  the  claims  of  Cumberland  Dugan,  fpecified 
in  his  petition  and  memorial  referred  to  them  ;  they  to  be 
accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confiJeratioG  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation. 

A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  the  word  "  hereafter," 
and  to  add  to  the  paragraph  under  debate  on  Tucfday  thefe 
words,  ■*  in  purfuance  of  any  treaties  already  propofed  by 
Congrefs  to  the  courts  of  France  or  Spain  :"  and  on  the 
queftion  put, 

Refolved,  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  paragraph  retraining  the  fereral  ftates  from  grant- 
ing commiifions  to  veffels  of  war,  or  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  it  was  moved  to  add  "  unlefs  fuch  (late  be  infelted 
by  pirates,  in  which  cafe  veffels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for 
that  occafion  and  kept  fo  long  as  the  danger  (hall  continue, 
or  until  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  (hall  deter- 
mine otherwife  :'* 

On  the  queftion  put, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Cn  the  article  refpecling  the  powers  of  Congrefs  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  add  to  the  fir  ft  paragraph  "  provided  that 
no  members  of  Congrefs  (hall  be  appointed  a  judge  of  any 
of  the  faid  courts  i,} 

Qneftion  put, 

Refolved  in  the-  affirmative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  after  the  word,  "enter* 
ing  into  treaties  and  alliances"  to  infert  "  provided  that 
no  treaty  of  commerce  (hall  be  made  whereby  the  legif- 
lative  power  of  the  refpedtive  ftates  (hall  be  reftrained  from 
impofing  fuch  'imports  .,nd  duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own 
people  are  fubjeded  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation 
or  importation  of  any  fpecies  of  goods  or  commodities  what- 
foever  :" 

After  debate,  the  farther  confederation  thereof  was  poll* 
poned  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  committee   on    the   treafury  brought   in   a  report  j 
whereupon 

Ordered,    That    a    warrant    iffue    on  the  treafurer    in    fa- 
vour of  Mrs,   Fullerton  for  160  dollars,  being  for  the  pay- 
ment 
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ment  of  her  hulband  Humphrey  Fullerton's  draft,  dated 
Long  Ifland,  the  ift  of  May  lalt,  on  the  paymafter  of  the 
flying  camp  for  iixty  pounds,  on  account  of  his  pay  as  fur- 
geon  to  colonel  Swope's  Pennfylvania  battalion  of  the  flying 
camp,  he  being  taken  prifoner  at  fort  Wafhington,  and  yet 
remaining  fo  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  confederation  under  debate  this  morning,  which 
being  divided,  and  the  queftion  being  put  on  the  firft  part 
as    far  as  the  disjunctive,  *'  or"— 


J: 

.,  ..a  |  i 
no~\ 
no  > . 

3»         J 


ay 


Mr.  Folfom,  no 

Mr.  S   Adams,  ay' 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  ay 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Marchant,    no 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Law. 

Mr,  Williams, 

Mr.  Duane,         ayl 

Mr.  Duer,  ayy 

Mr.Witherfpoon/zo"!    ,.  . ,  , 
■kit     -cm  divided. 

Mr    Elmer,         ay] 

Mr.  Morris,  ay  ) 
Mr.  Roberdeau,flj  J 
Mr.  Smith,  ay 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr 
Mr 
Mi 

Mr.  Penn,  ay~) 

Mr.  Harnett,      ay]    ' 
Mr.  Hey  ward,    ay~ 
Mr.  Laurens,      no 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  quellion  was   then  put  on  the   fecond  part,  and  re- 
folved in  the  affirmative. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  article  be 
poftponed  till  to  morrow. 

1  he  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  whereup- 
on 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of 
MafTachufetts-Bay,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the 
navy   board  for  the   Eaftern   department,    for  the  fervice 

ef 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-  Bay, 


Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Ir.  bmith,         ay  \  * 
Ir.  Jones,  ay~] 

Ir.  R.  H.Lee,rfj/ 
[r,  F.  L.  Lee,  ay  C  J 
Ir.   Harvie,        ayj        \ 
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©f  the  navy  under  their  direction ;  they  to  be  accounta- 
ble : 

That  a  warrant  ifiue  on  Jofeph  Clark  commifiioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  for 
fifty  thonfand  dollars  in  favor  of  the  navy  board,  for  the 
Eaftern  department,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  under  their 
direction  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  ifiue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  efquire,  com- 
mifiioner of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
for  3180  1-2  dollars,  in  favour  of  Ifaac  Smith,  Ebenezer 
Storer  and  William  Philips,  efquires,  agents  apppointed 
by  the  marine  committee  for  fettling  the  accounts  of 
the  prizes  taken  by  the  veffels  fitted  out  by  order  of  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  to  pay  off  a  balance  which  the  faid  agents 
certify  to  be  due  to  captain  Winthrop  Sargent  on  his  ac- 
count. 

Refolved,  That  any  two  being  a  majority  of  the  navy  board 
for  the  Eaftern  department,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  do  and  tranfaft  all 
and  every  matter  and  thing,  which  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
faid  board,  all  the  members  jointly  were  empowered  to 
do. 

Refolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  navy  board  for  the  Eaftern 
department,  inftead  of  the  falary  heretofore  ordered,  be 
allowed  55  dollars  a  month,  and  that  the  faid  navy  board 
be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  one  other 
clerk  if  they  fhall  judge  it  abfolutely  neceffary  and  to  allow 
him  fuch  falary  as  they  fhall  judge  adequate  to  his  fervices 
not  exceeding  55  dollars  a  month. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed* 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    08ober  24,   1777- 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  general  Wafhington  at  White- 
Marfh  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  thereof,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the 
recruiting  fervice  and  taking  up  deferters,  be  fent  to  the  ex- 
ecutive powers  of  each  ftate. 

A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Trumbull  junior,  deputy  pay- 
mafter  general  in  the  Northern  department,   was  read  : 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  monf.  de  Crenis  was  read,  praying  to  be 
appointed  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications  Congrefs 
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Congrefs  refnmed  the  confideration  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation refpecling  the  poweis  of  Congrefs  and  after  fome 
time  the  farther  confideration  theieof  was  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  500 
dollars  in  favour  of  doctor  William  Shippen,  director  gene- 
ral of  the  hofpital,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  doftor 
Shippen,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  this 
being  to  indemnify  the  treafurer  for  fo  much  advanced 
by  him  to  the  faid  doctor  Shippen  on  account  of  the  mili- 
tary hofpital,  as  appears  by  his  receipt  dated  15-th  OclobeV 
1777. 

The  prefident  informed  Congref;  that,  with  the  advice 
of  the  marine  committee,  he  had  on  the  7th  January  laft, 
iffued  a  warrant  on  ths  treafurer  for  30CO  dollars  in  favour 
of  James  Morris,  efqnire,  for  two  months  pay  to  the  fea- 
men  who  retook  the  brig  Lexington,  as  a  gratuity,  and 
alfo  for  two  months  pay  on  account  of  wages  due  to  the 
feamen  of  the  Lexington,  Mr.  Morris  to  be  accountable  j 
with  an  order  to  the  treafurer  to  omit  charging  this  in 
the  public  books,  'till  the  books  of  the  marine  committee 
arrived,  when  the  money  would  be  properly  charged  ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  the  warrant  be  entered  and  the  money 
charged  by  the  treafurer  in  the  public  books. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  brigadier  general  Conway  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation relative-to  the  powers  of  Congrefs,  and  after  fome 
tJnie  fpent  thereon,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,   Odober  25,   1777. 

The    committee  on  the  treafury   reported,  that  they  haTe 
audited    the   accouuts  of    Mr.  prefident   Hancock,  for   ex 
penditures  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  and  there  is  due 
to  him  on  balance  of  accounts  1392  32-90  dollars}   where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  the  treafurer  pay  the  faid  balance  to  the 
prefident  on  a  copy  of  this  report  being  prefented  to  him, 
certified  by  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  faid  committee  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  where- 
upon . 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Simon  Hancock, 
captain   of  a  company   in  colonel   Jofias  Clapham's  battah- 
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on  of  Virginia  militia,  50  dollars,   the  faid  colonel  Clapham 
to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor 
general  in  favour  of  Archibald  M':  onnel,  for  the  fum  of 
260  dollars  it  being  for  the  allowance  due  to  himfelf,  Al- 
lan, Reynold,  Allan  junior  and  Alexander  M'Donnel,  and 
their  three  fervants,  prifoners  from  Tryon  county  in  the 
ftate  of  New-York,  from  the  27th  Augult  to  19th  Novem- 
ber inclufive. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report ;  wher- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  the  application  of  Abraham  Nimham  and 
his  companions,  in  behalf  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  to  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  major  general  Gates,  to  whofe  army  they  are  requefted  to 
repair. 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Abraham 
Nimham  for  the  ufe  of  himfclf  and  his  companions,  and  as 
an  acknowledgment  for  their  zeal  in' the  caufe  of  the  United 
States. 

A  letter  from  W,  Stockton  and  others,  prifoners  in 
Carlifle  gaol,  and  a  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  the  committee 
of  Carlifle,  with  one  inclofed  from  dodlor  John  Kearfly, 
were  read,  reprefenting  the  uncomfortablenefs  of  the  gaol 
on  account  of  the  windows  not  being  glazed  ;  whereup- 
on 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  committee  of 
Carlifle,  and  requeft  them  to  apply  to  the  commiffioners  of 
the  county  and  defire  them  to  have  the  gaol  made  as  com- 
fortable as  circumftances  will  admit  for  the  accommodation 
of  prifoners 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confederation  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation refpecting  the  powers  of  Congrefs  ;  whereup- 
on 

It  was  moved  to  ftrike  out  "  coining  money  and  regulat- 
ing the  value  thereof"  and  infert  "  regulating  the  alloy  and 
■value  of  coin  flruck  by  their  own  authority  or  by  that  of  the 
reipeftive  fhtes  :"  and  the  queftion  being  put, 

Refohed  in  the  affirmative 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  articles  of 
confederation  be  poftponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAYj 
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Monday,    OSober  27,   1777. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letter  from  the 
honorable  Stephen  Hopkins  and  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittees from  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts  Bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut  and  New- 
York,  and  for  other  purpofes  mentioned  in  a  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  10th  September  laft,  brought  in  a  report 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing 
the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  commodore  Hazlewood  ; 
one  from  Samuel  Ward,  and  one  from  Robert  Ballard, 
both  of  the  fame  date,  at  Red -Bank  ;  were  read  : 

Ordertd,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article  of  con- 
federation refpecling  the  powers  of  Congrefs  ;  whereupon 
it  was  moved  to  ilrike  out  thefe  words  "  deciding  all  dif- 
putes  and  differences  now  fublifting  or  that  hereafter  may 
arife  between  two  or  more  ftates  concerning  boundaries, 
jarifdi&ions  or  any  other  caufe  whatever,"  and  inftead 
thereof  to  infert  U.  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled 
fhall  alfo  be  the  laft  rcfort  on  appeal  in  all  difputes  and 
differences  now  fubfifting  or  that  hereafter  may  arife  between 
two  or  more  ftates  concerning  boundary,  jurifdiftion,  or 
any  other  caufe  whatever  ;  which  authority  fhall  always  be 
exercifed  in  the  manner  following  ;  whenever  the  legiilative 
or  executive  authority,  or  lawful  agent  of  any  ftate  in 
controverfy  with  another,  fhall  prefent  a  petition  to  Con- 
grefs ftating  the  matter  in  queflion  and  praying  for  a  hear- 
ing, notice  thereof  fhall  be  given  by  order  of  Congrefs  to 
the  legiflative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other  ftate  in 
controverfy,  and  a  day  affigned  for  the  appearance  of  the 
parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  fhall  then  be  directed  to 
appoint,  by  joint  confent,  commiffioners  or  judges  to  con- 
stitute a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in 
queftion  ;  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  Congrefs  fhall  name 
three  perfons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  lift  of  fuch  perfons  each  party  fhall  alternately  ftrike  out 
one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the  number  fhall  be 
reduced  to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number  not  lefs  than 
feven  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congrefs  fhall  direct, 
ihall  in  the  prefence  of  Congrefs  be  drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the 
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perfons,  vvhofe  names  fhall  be  fo  drawn  or  any  five  of  them 
fhall  be  commiffioners  or  judges  to  hear  and  finally  deter- 
mine the  controverfy  ;  fo  always  as  a  major  part  of  the 
judges  who  fhall  hear  the  caufe  mall  agree  in  tht  determina- 
tion : 

And  if  either  party  fhall  negleft  to  attend  at  the  day  ap- 
pointed without  (hewing  reafons,  which  Congrefs  fhalljudge 
fufficient,  or  being  prefent  fhall  refufe  to  ftrike,  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Congrefs  fhall  do  it  in  behalf  of  fuch  party,  and  the 
judgment  and  fentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed  in  the 
manner  before  prefcribed  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive  ;  and 
if  any  of  the  parties  fhall  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of 
fuch  court  or  to  appear  or  defend  their  claim  or  caufe,  the 
court  fhall  neverthelefs  proceed  to  pronounce  fentence  or  judg- 
ment, which  fhall  in  like  manner  be  final  and  decifive,  the 
judgment  or  fentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either 
cafe  tranfmittedtoCongrefs  and  lodged  among  the  aft  s  ofCon- 
grefsfor  the  fecurityofthe  parties  concerned,  provided  that  eve- 
ry commiffioner  before  he  fits  in  judgment,  fhall  take  an  oath 
to  be  adminiftered  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  or  fu- 
perior  court  of  the  ttate,  where  the  caufe  fhall  De  tried,  well 
and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  queftion  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  without  favour,  affec- 
tion or  hope  of  reward  ;  provided  alfo  that  no  flate  fhall 
be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States." 


New  Hampfhire, 
MafTachufetts-  Bay, 


Rhode -Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New- York, 
New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 
Virginia, 


Vol.  lit 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.Marchant, 
Mr-  Dyer. 
Mr  Law, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.Witherfpoon, 
M.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Harvie. 
Hhh 


North 
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North  Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay\ 

Mr    Harnett,  ay$a* 

South- Carolina,  Mr.  Heyward,        ayl    ,.  .  ,  , 

Mr.   Laurens,  /0j 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Four  o'Clock,    P    M. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article   of  can- 
fed  ration  laft' under  debate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  ftates,''  and  inftead  thereof  to  infert  "not 
rcfiuing  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  United  States:" 
another  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  claufe  fo  as  to  read 
thus,  "  managing  all  affair:  relative  to  war  and  peace  with  all 
Indians  not  members  of  any  particular  Hate,  and  regulating 
the  trade  with  fuch  nations  and  tribes  as  are  not  rcfident 
within  fuch  limits  wherein  a  particular  ftate  claims,  and  actu- 
ally exercifes  jurifdidtion  :"  after  debate 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pott- 
poned  till  to- morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed» 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Oclober  28,   1777. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, and   after  debating  on    the    amendments  moved 
yellerday,  adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

Four  o'Clock,  P.  M. 
The  committee  on  the  trcafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon '  -    \ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of 
Robert  Jewell,  for  maintaining  prifoners  in  Philadelphia  new 
gaol  from  the  19th  of  Augult  to  the-24th  of  September, 
for  tlie  falary  due  to  him  and  his  two  affiftants,  for  mending 
a  pump,  for  candles,  Sic.  933  37-90  dollars, 

A  petition  from  Henry  Watts  and  a  memorial  from  cheva- 
lier Dorfet  were  read  : 

Crder.d  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  the  latter  to  the  cam(rilf.tee  on  foreign  applications. 

Congrefs  refumed  tne  confideration  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, and  inllead  of  the  two  amendments  propofed,  it 
was  moved  to  add  to  the  claufe  thefc  words,  "  provided  that 
the  legiflative  right  of  any  ftate  within  its  own  limits  be  not 
infringed  or  violated  ;  and  the  queilion  being  put, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

.   .       The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  flu's  day  referred  being  poftponed*, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,  OSober  29,   1 777. 

A  petition  from  moni.  re  Bum  wa-  read,  praying  "that 
the  prefident  would  grant  him  a  certificate  10  verify  the  death 
of  the  late  monf.  Charhs~T<-"tp  in  Aw  3o\id  ay,  brigadier,  colo- 
nel, and  adjutant  i*eneial  of  artfftj  y  iti  France  born  in  Khcimt 
in  the  province  of  Champei'me,  w  hich  happened  the  15th  day 
of  September  1777,  and  reprtujr,'u!ig  that  fuch  a  certificate 
is  neceflary  for  his  family,  and  that  he  would  vvifh  to  have  it 
triple  in  order  to  fend  it  to  his  brother  by  different  ways,'* 

Ordered,   That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  article  s  of  con- 
federation, when  the  following  amendments  were  moved  and 
agreed  to  ;  inftead  of  "  general  officers"  to  read  "  all  offi- 
cers :"  after  "  United  States"  to  add  "  excepting  regimental 
officers/'  "  and  commiffioning  all  officers  whatever." 

Mr.  prefident  Hancock  then  took  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecretary  officiate  as  prefident  until  a 
new  choice  is  made. 

On  motion  ordered,  that  the  fecretary  wait  on  the  prefi- 
dent and  requeft  him  to  furm'ih  the  houfe  with  a  copy  of  the 
fpeech  with  which  he  took  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

T  h  u  R  s  D  A  y,     Odober    30,   1 777. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  where* 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Stevens  Thompfon 
Mafon,  efquire,  deputy  commiffary  for  the  prifoners  of  war 
in  Virginia,  2000  dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  the  faid 
prifoners,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  order,  figned  by  the  fecretary  be  a  fufficient 
Toucher  to  the  treafurer  to  pay  this  ium. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  Thatthe  government  of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  be 
requefted  to  permit  the  workmen  at  Salifbury  iron  works  to 
caft  mortars  for  continental  ufe,  of  fuch  callibres  and  in  fuch 
aumbers  as  fhall  be  directed  by  brigadier  general  Knox,  and 

that- 
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that  he  be  informed   of  this  refolution  and  defired  to  write 
to  governor  Trumbull  on  the  fubjeft. 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  (late  of  New-Yoik  reprefenting  in  the  ftrongeft, 
terms  the  great  want  of  lead  and  the  abfolute  necefiity  there 
is  for  providing  feafonable  refources  of  that  article  ;  that  it 
be  therefore  earnellly  recommended  to  the  faid  governmenc 
forthwith  to  take  meafures  for  having  the  lead  mines  in  that 
ftate  worked,  and  thac  in  cafe  a  fufficient  number  of  labourers 
cannot  be  procured  for  that  purpofe,  the  commiffary  general 
of  prifoners  be  directed  to  furnifti  a  competent  number  of 
priioners  of  war  for  that  end. 

Rifofoed,  That  William  Feltman,  fccond  lieutenant  in 
Captain  Weaver's  independent  company,  be  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  firft  lieutenant. 

That  enfign  Bachinftone  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  fecond 
lieutenant. 

That  Jofeph  Bank  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  the  faid 
company. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, when  the  following  amendments  were  moved  and 
agreed  to,  viz.  ftrike  out  "  council  of  ftate,  &c."  and  read, 
t{  The  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled  (hall  have  autho- 
rity to  appoiat  a  committee  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  Cengrefs, 
to  be  denominated  A  Committee  of  the  States,  and  to  confift 
of  one  delegate  from  each  ftate,  and  to  appoint  fuch  other 
committees,  &c. 

In  the  next  claufe  ftrike  out  "  and  a  fuitable  perfon  for  a 
fecretary,"  and  read  U  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to 
prefide." 

To  change  the  words  "  agree  on  and  fix''  for  the  word 
"  afcertain,"  and  to  amend  the  claufe  to  read  thus,  "  to  af- 
certain  the  necefTary  fums  of  money  to  be  raifed  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the 
fame  for  defraying  the  public  expences." 

On  the  claufe  for  adjournment  to  add,  "  fo  that  no  period 
of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  fpace  of 
fix  months  :" 

In  the  claufe  for  borrowing  or  emitting  money  to  add 
■*  tranfmitting  eveiy  half  year  to  the  refpeclive  dates  an 
account  of  the  fums  of  money  fo  borrowed  or  emitted.1' 

To  amend  the  claufe  for  calling  upon  the  dates  for  their 
quota  of  troops,  fo  that  each  ftate  may  "  cloath"  as  well  a§ 
%rm,   &c.  its  quota  of  troops : 

It 
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It  was  then  moved  after  the  words  "  unlefs  nine  (rates  (hall 
affent  to  the  fame,"  to  infert  "provided  that  the  nine  ftates 
fo  alTenting  (hall  comprehend  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  excluding  Negroes  and  Indians,  for  which 
puipofe  a  true  account  of  the  number  of  free  people  in  each 
ftatc  (hall  be  triennially  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  United  Slates." 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


Kew-York, 

New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland 

Virginia, 

North- Carolina, 
South.  Carolina 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr    Lovell, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.   Dyer, 

Mr.   Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.   Duane, 

Mr.   Duer. 

Mr.Witheifpoon, no  \ 

Mr.  Elmer,  no} 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  no  ^  no 

Mr.  Smith,  ay 

Mr.  Jones,  ay 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ay 

F.  L.  Lee,  aj 

Harvie,  ay 

Penn,  no 

Harnett,  no 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Heyward,     no 
Laurens,       no 


ay 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  moved  and  agreed  to  amend  the  claufe  "  no  perfon 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he  or 
another  for  his  benefit  receives  any  falary,  fees  or  emolument 
of  any  kind,  (hall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate,"  and  read 
**  no  perfon  being  a  delegate  (hall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he  or  any  other  for 
his  benefit  receives  any  falary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

On  the  claufe  for  entering  the  yeas  and  nays  it  was  moved 
after  the  words  "  on  any  queftion"  to  infert  "  except  on  a 
previous  queftion,"  and  inltead  of  "  when  it  is  defired  by  any 
delegate."  to  read  "  when  it  is  defired  by  any  ftate  :"  and  a 
queftion  being  feverally  put, 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

The 
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The  queftion  was  then  put  to  agree  to  the  claufe. 

New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folforn,         ay  \  ay 

Maffachuietts-Bay,  Mr.  S  Adams,  ay~\ 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  ay  ( 
Mr.  Gerry,  ay\^ 

Mr  Lovcll,  ay  J 

Rhode  Jfland,  Mr.   Marchant,    no  ^  no 

Connne&icut,  Mr    Dyer,  "i 

Mr.   Law,  ay  > 

Mr,  Williams,         J 
fr-ew  York,  Mr    Duane,  ayl 

Mr.  Duer.  ay\^ 

Ntvr  Jerfey,  Mr.  Withtrfpoon.^j 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 

Pennfylvania,  Mr    Roberdeau,   ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  ay 

Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,  ay 

Mr.  R.  H   Lee,  ay 
Mr.  F   L    Lee,  no 
Mr    Harvie,        ay 
North-Carolina,  Mr   Penn,  ay 

Mr.  Harnett,       ay. 
South- Carolina,  Mr.  Heyward,     ay 

Mr.  Laurens,        no 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock   to-morrow. 

Friday,  0 Sober  31,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  1 8th  from  General  Gates,  with  a  copy  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  and  another  of  the  zoth  in- 
clofing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  major  general  J. 
Vaughan,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Gates,  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  committee  of  intelligence  publifli  the  convention. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  recommendation  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  fet  apart  a  day 
for  thankfgiving  for  the  fignal  fuccefs  lately  obtained  over  the 
enemies  of  thefe  United  States 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

A  letter  from  R.  Towers  to  Mr.  Roberdeau  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered^  That  colonel  Wilkinfon,  who  brought  the  dif- 
patches  from  general  Gates,  be  directed  to  attend  Congrefs. 

Colonel  Wilkinfon  attending  was  admitted,  and  having  in- 
formed Congrefs  that  he  had  fundry  papers  to  lay  beiorc 
Congrefs  as  foon  as  he  could  have  time  to  digeft  and  arrange 
them,  and  having  anfwered  fundry  queftions  relative  to  the 
fituation  of  our  army  and  that  of  the  enemy  before  and  at 
the  time  of  and  fince  the  convention,  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  an  exprefs  be  immediately  difpatched  to 
general  Washington,  with  a  copy  of  general  Gates's  letter 
and  the  convention  of  Saratoga. 

Four  oclock,  P.  M. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Buchanan,  efquire, 
commifTary  general  of  purchafes,  100,000  dollars  for  the  ufc 
of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  order,  certified  by  the  fecretary  and 
paffed  at  the  board  of  treaiury,  be  a  fufficient  voucher  for  the 
payment  of  the  faid  money. 

The  fecretary  laid  before  Congrefs  a  copy  of  the  fpeech 
with  which  Mr.  Hancock  took  leave  of  Congiels,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals  and  is  as  rollows 

«  Gentlemen,  Friday  laft  comp'kated  two  years  and  five 
months  fince  you  did  me  the  honor  of  electing  me  to  till  this 
chair.  As  I  could  never  flatter  myfelf  your  choice  proceed- 
ed from  any  idea  of  my  abilities  but  rathtr  from  a  partial 
opinion  of  my  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I  felt 
myfelf  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  difcharge  the  duties 
of  the  office,  and  I  accepted  the  appointment  with  the  firm- 
eft  refolution  to  go  through  the  buftnefs  annexed  to  it  in  the 
beft  manner  I  was  able.  Every  argument  confpired  to  make 
me  exert  myfelf,  and  I  endeavoured  by  induftry  and  attention 
to  make  up  for  every  other  deficiency. 

*  As  to  my  conduct  both  in  and  out  of  Congrefs  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  your  bufinefs,  it  is  improper  for  me  to  fay  any 
thing.  You  are  the  beft  judges.  But  I  think  I  fhall  be  for- 
given if  I  fay  I  have  fpared  no  pains,  expence,  or  labour  to 
gratify  your  wiflies,  and  to  accomplifh  the  views  of  Congrefs. 
'  My  health  being  much,  impaired,  I  find  fome  relaxation 
abfolutely  neceffary  after  fuch  conftant  application ;  I  muft 
therefore  requeft  your  indulgence  for  leave  of  abfence  for 
two  months,  B«t 
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'  But  I  cannot  take  my  departure,  gentlemen  without  es- 
prefuag  my  thanks  for  the  civility  and  politenefs  1  have  ex- 
perienced from  yon.  It  is  impofiible  to  mention  this  without 
a  heart  felt  pltafure. 

*  If  in  the  courfe  of  fo  long  a  period  as  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  fi II  this  chair,  any  expreffions  may  have  dropped  from  me 
that  may  have  given  the  leaft  offence  to  any  member,  as  it 
was  not  intentional,  fo  I  hope   his  candor  will  pafs  it  over. 

*  May  every  happinefs,  gentlemen,  attend  you,  both  as 
members  of  this  hoiife  and  as  individuals;  and  I  pray  Heaven 
that  unanimity  and  perfeverance  may  go  hand  in  hand  in  this 
houfe  ;  and  that  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  diflraft  or 
divide  your  councils  be  for  ever  banifhed.' 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  John  Hancock,  efquire,  for  the  unremitted  attention 
and  fteady  impartiality  which  he  has  manifefted  in  difcharge 
of  the  various  duties  of  his  office  as  prefident  fince  his  cledli- 
en  to  the  chair  on  the  24th  day  of  May  1775." 

Previous  to  the  determination  of  this  motion,  it  was  mov- 
ed, ''to  refolve  as  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  that  it  is  improper 
to  thank  any  prefident  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office." 


New  Hampfhire, 
MalTachufetts  Bay, 


Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


Mr.  Folfom,  ay  J>  ay 

Mr.  S  Adams,  ay ") 
Mr  J.  Adams,  ay  \ 
Mr.   Gerry,         ay  f  " 

Mr,   Lovell,         ay  J 
Mr.  Marchant,    ay  ^  ay, 
no~i 
no  >  no 

no\ 
no 

no 


Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr,  Law, 
Mr.  Williams, 
New  York,  Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Duer. 
New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Elmer, 

Fennfylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay  \  ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  no  ' 

Vhginia,  Mr.  Jones,  no 

Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  ay 
Mr.  F.  h,  Lee,  no 
Mr.  Harvie,         no 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  no 

Mr.  Harnett,      no 
South- Carolina,  Mr.  Hey  ward,    no 

Mr.  Laurens,      ay 
So  the  Mates  were  equally  divided. 


'  I 

I 


divided' 
Ths 
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The  dueftiorr  being  put  ori  the  ftrft  motion,^ 

NeW-Hampfhire,  M*.   Folfom,       ifc  }  H» 

MaiTa'chufetts-Bay,  Mi-.  S   Adam's,  *i^ 

Mr.  J.  Adam's,  rio 
Mr.  Gerry,  */d 
Mr.  LoveN,  flo 

Rhode  Ifiahd,  WV-  Marc  bant,    nt  \  no 

Gimne&icut,  Mr.  Dyrr,  ay-j 

Mr.  Law,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.  Williams,    ayy 
New  York,  Mr.  Duane,        <y- 1 

Mr.  Duer,  4yj 

New  Jerfey,  Mr1.  Palmer,         ajr^  aji 

Pennfylvaniay  Mr-  Roberdeau,  no  \  hi 

Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,         ay  | 

Virginia*  Mr.  Jones,  ay' 

Mr.    R.  H.Lee,™ 
Mr.  F.  L.  Vfii'lty* 
IVJr.    Haivie,        ay 
North-CafoKtYa',  Mr.  Penn,  df\ 

Mr.  Harnett,      ay)     7 
South- Carolina,  Mr.  Heyward,  ayl  ^ 

Mr.  Laurens,      <yj 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

TheTeveral   matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpohed, 
ardjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- morrow. 


;  .      S  AttRD  A  y,  November  lr  i Jji- 
Mr.  Clingan,  a  delegate  from  Pcnnfylvania,  attended  and 
took  his  feat. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  prefident  ;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

The  honorable  Henry  Laurens  was  elected. 
The  committed  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to 
the  feveral  dates  to    fet  apart  a  day  of  public  thankfgiving, 
brought  in  a  report ;  which  was  taken  into  confideration  and 
agreed  to,    as  follows  : 

Forafmuch?  as  ft  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  all  men  to  adore 
the  fuperinteriding  providence  of  almighty  God  ;  to  acknow- 
ledge with  gratitude  their  obligation  to  him  for  benefits  re- 
ceived, and  to  implore  fuch  farther  blefiings  as  they  ftand  *n 
need  of ;  and  it  having  pleafed  him  in  his  abundant  mei'cy  not 
only  to  continue  to1  us  the  innumerable  bounties  of  his  common 
providence,  but  alfo  fmile  Upon  Si  in  the  profecution  of  a  juft 
atad  neceflary  war,  for  the  defence  and  ^ftablifh'ment  of  our 
Vol.  III.  I  ii  unalienable 
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unalienable  rights  and  liberties  :  particularly  in  that  .he  hatfc 
been  pleafed  in  fo  great  a  meafure  to  profper  the  means  ufed 
for  the  fuppbrt  of  our  troops  and  to  crown  our  arms  with  moft 
fignal  fuccefs  :  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  legiflative 
or  executive  powers  of  thefe  United  States  to  fet  apart  Thurf- 
day  the  18th  day  of  December  next  for  folemn  thankfgiving 
and  praife  ;  that  with  one  heart  and  one  voice  the  good  peo- 
ple may  exprefs  the  grateful  feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  con- 
fecrate  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  their  divine  benefadtor  ; 
and  that  together  with  their  fincere  acknowledgments  and 
offerings,  they  may  join  the  penitent  confefSon  of  their  ma- 
nifold fins,  whereby  they  had  forfeited  every  favor ;  and  their 
humble  and  earned  fupplication  that  it  may  pleafe  God  through 
the  merits' of  Jefus  Chriit,  mercifully  to  forgive  and  blot  them 
out  of  remembrance  ;  that  it  may  pleafe  him  gracioufly  to 
afford  his  bleffings  on  the  governments  of  thefe  itates  respec- 
tively, and  profper  the  public  council  of  the  whole  ;  toinfpire 
our  commanders  both  by  land  and  fea  and  all  under  them  with 
that  wifdom  and  fortitude  which  may  render  them  fit  inftru- 
inents,  under  the  providence  of  almighty  God,  to  feeure  for 
thefe  United  States  the  greateft  of  all  bleffings,  independence 
and  peace  ;  tbat  it  may  pleafe  him  to  profper  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  the  people  and  the  labor  of  the  hufbandman, 
that  our  land  may  yield  its  increase  ;  to  take  fchools  and  fe- 
minaiies  of  education,  fo  necelTary  for  cultivating  the  princi- 
ples of  true  liberty,  virtue  end  piety,  under  his  nurturing 
hand,  and  to  profper  the  means  of  religion  for  the  promotion 
and  enlargement  of  that  kingdom  which  confiiieth  in  righte- 
oulnefs,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghaft. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  fervile  labour  and  fuch 
recreation  as,  though  at  other  times  innocent,  may  be  unbe- 
coming the  purpofe  of  this  appointment,  be  omitted  on  fo 
folemn  an  occafion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    November  3,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  October  from  R.  Baehe  ,•  one  of 
the  20th  of  the  fame  month  from  governor  Trumbull,  inclo- 
fing  a  refolution  palled  in  the  houfe  of  affembly  of  Connec- 
ticut the  1  itli  of  the  fame  month  ;  one  of  the  25th  from  ge- 
neral Sullivan,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  were  read  : 

Ordered  That  the  prelident  return  an  anfwer  to  major  ge- 
neral Sullivan,  and  inclofe  him  a  copy  of  the  refolution  paffed 
the  20th  of  October  lail  >  That 
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That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  pa- 
pers inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  commiflary.  general  of  purchases,  and  that  they 
be  direfted  to  confer  farther  with  him  on  the  fubject  and  re- 
port tin's  afternoon  ; 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bache  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Wilkinfon  be  admitted  to  lay  be- 
fore Congrefs  this  afternwon  the  papers  relative  to  the  affairs 
in  the  Northern  department. 

Four  o'Clock,  P-  M. 

According  to  order  colonel  Wilkinfon  attended  and  deli- 
vered a  tieflage  from  General  Gates  in  the  following  words  : 

**  I  have  it  in  charge  from  major  general  Gates  to  reprefent 
$0  the  honorable  the  Congrefs,  that  lieutenant  general  Bur- 
goyne  at  the  time  he  capitulated  was  ftrongly  entrenched  on 
a  formidable  poft  with  twelve  days  provifion  ;  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  fort  Montgomery  and  the  enemy's  confequent  pro- 
grefs  up  the  Hudfon's  river  endangered  our  arfenal  at  Albany, 
a  reflection  which  left  general  Gates  no  time  to  conteft  the 
capitulation  with  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  but  indaced 
jhe  neceffity  of  immediately  clofing  with  his  propofals,  ha- 
zarding a  difadvantageous  attack  or  retiring  from  his  pofition 
for  the  fecurity  of  our  magazine  :  this  delicate  fituation  a- 
bridged  our  conquefts,  and  procured  lieutenant  general  Bur- 
goyne the  terms  he  enjoys.  Had  our  attack  been  carried 
againft  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  the  difmemberment  of 
our  army  mull  neceflarily  have  been  fuch  as  would  have  inca- 
pacitated it  from  further  action.  With  an  army  in  health, 
vigour  and  fpirits,  major  general  Gates  now  waits  the  com- 
mands of  the  honorable  Congrefs." 

Colonel  Wilkinfon  then  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  origi- 
nal papers  relative  to  the  convention,  which  were   read,  viz. 

1.  A  meffage  from  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  to  major 
general  Gates,  with  general  Gates's  anfwer  of  the  13th  of 
Oftpber  1777  : 

2.  A  meflage  from  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  to  major 
general  Gates  the  14th  of  October: 

3.  Another  meflage  accomanying  the  former: 

4.  General  Gates's  propofals  to  lieutenant  general  Bur- 
goyne, with  general  Burgoyne's  anfwer  : 

5.  A  meflage  from  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  to  gene- 


ral Gates 
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6.  GeneralBurgoyne'spropofal.sandgeneralGates'$  anfwer: 

7.  ^leffage  from  general  JByrgoyne  to  general  pates  Octo- 
ber the  15th  : 

8.  Another  meJTag.e  frpm  general  Byrgpyne  to  general 
Gates  October  the   16th: 

y.   McfjTage  from  general  Gajtes  to  general  Burgoyne  : 

10.   Return  of  general  Burgoyne's  army  which  furrendereuj : 

Ji.   Return  of  ordnance,   &.g.  taken  and  furr^ndercd  : 

12.    Articles  of  convention.    ! 

13  General  Gates's  explanation  to  include  general  Bur* 
goyne  in  the  convention  : 

After  which  colonel  Wilkinfon  withdrew. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull,  with  the  inc.lofed  resolution  of  the  general 
affembly  of  Connt:cr.icui,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  reaa 
and  confjdered  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  a  copy  of  the  refpjutipns  of  Congrefs  of 
the  4.th  of  Oclober  lall,  relative  .to  the  department  of  the 
purchafmg  and  ifluing  copimiuari&s,  be  forthwith  transmitted, 
by  ejeprefs  to  the  governor  and  council  of  fafety  of  Connec- 
ticut, who  are  au.thorifed  and  requeued  to  appoint  a  deputy 
comrninary  general  of  purchafes  and  a  dePuty  eomm-ijlary .ge- 
neral of  ifiues  for  the  taller*)  d'ftn'.c]t,  provided  the  appoint- 
ments of  Congrefs  to  the  refpe.clive  offices  aforefaid  are  not 
accepted,  and  general  Putnam  has  npt  made  fuch  apppintr 
ments,  agreeable  to  the  powers  gf'v.en  him  by  the  refplU|tipa 
l?it  mentioned,  or  that  the  officers  fo  apppointed  mould  ap- 
pear to  the  faid  governor  and  council  incompetenj:  to  the  bu- 
jinefj  : 

7  hat  a  eppy  of  the  preceding  refojution  be  tranfmitted  by 
tlie,e,:<prefs  aforefaid  to  major  general  Putnam,  who  is  direct- 
ed1 to  inform  his  excellency  governor  Trumbull  of  his  cpnducl: 
relative  to  the  premifes,  and  f-°  direcT:  ,the  officers  who  may 
have  accepted  the  appointments  aforefaid  forthwith  to  apply 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  fafety  for  inftru&jons,  rand 
that  general  Putnam  peafe  to  proceed  further  in  the  bufinefa 
aforefaid  : 

That  a  duplicate  warrant  for  2,op,oo.o  dollars  on  tty?  iQan- 
bffice  in  the  ftate  of  New- York  be  iffued  by  the  preh*dent 
In  favor  of -William  Buchanan,  efquire,  cpmmiffary  ge- 
neral of  purchafes,  to  ferye,  in  cafe  .a  warrant  of  the  10th 
October  lalt,  drawn  for  the  fame  fum  in  favor  of  him  on 
Joan- office  aforefaid,  by  the  honorable  John  Hancock  ef- 
quire,  late  prefident  of  Congrefs,  in  purfuance  of  a  rifolve 
•■■■■:■  ;  '  of 
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of  Congress  of-  the  fejd  jotb  day  of  P&pb«r,  (hould  have 
inifcarried  ;  and  that  the  eommiffary  general  of  purchaft^B 
be  dire.&ed  to  tranfmit  the  fame  Iq  the  governor  and  council 
of  Copne&icut  fyr  the  deputy  cpmmifiVy  general  of  pur- 
chafes  of  the  eaftern  diftricV: 

.  T'hat  the  gov.ejr npr  and  counctf  afprefaid  be  requefted 
to  afford  fneh  ^Ti/foflpe,  Jo  the  officer?  in  \he  purchafing  and 
ifiuing  departments  of  the  eaftern  diftrift  as  fliall  he  requifite 
for  obtaining  the'  neceflary  fupplies  of  provifions  for  the  are 
rny  afld  fi}rni|hi^g;^^ri.  therjeyv^'th,  and  that;  they  be  farther 
requefted  to  advance  fiich  iyppjies  of  mpney  a*  may  be  inir 
fn.edi.at.ely  wanted  by  the  deputy  epmraifi/iry  general  of  pur- 
chafes  aforefaid  and  take  his  order  for  the  lame  on  the  com,? 
n»ftVy  general  of  purchases. 

A  motion  beiag  n>ade,  for  directing    the  future  operatipr* 
of  general  .Q^tejS*  , 

1    Ordered*  That  if  be  referred  (to  a  committee  pf  three. 

The  members  chofen,  M>  £,  H«   ^  Mr.  J,  Axlam$, 
ffi^L  Mr.  Gerry.  ... 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed, 
adjpnjned.  Jto  fen  p'clpc^  .fprrnarrow-..         ,  ,    • 

Tu£$b4y,   Nowmkr  4»    >777- 

Th.c  marine   cpmmittee   brought  in  a  report,  which  waj 
*?ad  : 

Ordered,  That  i,t  be  referred  to  fhe  board  of  treafury. 
The  committee  pr>  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  where- 

¥P°" 

Ordered*  That  a  warrant.  ifTu.e  in  faypur  of  Thomas  White 
for  fiy.e  hundred  dollars,  in  discharge  of  the  following 
draughts  of  J.ohq  fi-fae,  treafurer  of  North-Carolina,  on 
|.h.e  continental  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  faid  T  White, 
expreffed  to  be  for  the  feryice  pf  the  United  States.  fpr 
which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable,  and  which  is 
to  be  copfidered  95  part  of  the  500,000  dplhjrs  heretofore 
appropriated  fpr  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate,  viz.  one  dated 
tlfe  9th  of  May  for  .1.00  dollars,  ope  dated  the  10th  of 
i^Jay  far  rop  dollars,  and  one  dated  the  nth  pf  May  for 
300  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  Jn  favour  pf  Robert  Mor- 
ris, efquire,  for  I Z22 1  30-90  dollars,  being  for  the  payment 
gf  ninety-five  barrel  Qf  powder  and  one  hundred  mufkets 
purchafed  of  him  by  the  order  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnansc. 

That 
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That  a  warrant  iflue  in  favour  of  R.  Bache,  efquire, 
poftmafter  general,  to  be  paid  to  fame*  Bryfon,  one  of  the 
Purveyors  of  the  pqft  office,  for  3000  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  poftmafter'  general's  department,  who  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  for  200  dollars  in  favour  of  colonel 
Jofias  Caryill  Hall,  to  be  paid  to  captain  John  Sulman,  pt 
hiss  regiment,  for  the  ufe  of  a  party  under  his  command,  the 
faid  colonel  Hall  to  be  accountable, 

A  letter  of  the  25th  of  Odober  from  colonel  Sheldon, 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war.  a  ■•'■•'-■■  I  *« 

Refolved,  That  his  excellency  governor  Cafwell  of  North- 
Carolina,'  be  requefted  to  erect  a  monument  of  the  value 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States, 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  brigadier  general  Francis  Naih, 
who  fell  io  the  battle  of  Germantown  on  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober 1777,  bravely  contending  for  the  independence  of  h)$ 
country. 

Refohed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  in  their  own  name, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United 
States,  be  prefented'  to  major  general  Gates,  commander, in 
chief  in  the  Northern  department,  and  to  majors  general 
Lincoln  and  Arnold  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  trcops 
under  his  command,  for  their  brave  and  fuccefsful  efforts  in 
fupport  of  the  independence  of  their  country,  whereby  an 
army  of  the  enemy  of  ten  thoufand  men  has  been  totally 
defeated,  one  large  detachment  of  it,  ftrongly  polled  and 
entrenched,  having  been  conquered  at  Bennington,  another 
repulfed  with  lofs  and  difgrace  from  fort  Schuyler,  and  the 
main  army  of  fix  thoufand  men,  under  lieutenant  general 
Burgoyne,  after  being  beaten  in  different  aftions  and  driven 
from  a  formidable  poft  and  ftrong  intrenchments,  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  furrendering  themfelves  upon  terms  honorable 
and  advantageous  to  thefe  ftateg  on  the  17th  day  of  Oq- 
lober  laft,  to  major  general  Gates ;  and  that  a  medal  of  gold 
be  ftruck  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  war  in  com- 
memoration of  this  great  event,  and  in  the  name  of  thefe 
United  States  prefented  by  the  prefident  to  major  general 
Gates. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  have  an   high  fenfe  of  the  me- 
rit 
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ift  of  colonel  Green  and  the  officers  and  men  under  hia 
command  in  their  late  gallant  defence  of  the  fort  at  Red 
Bank  on  Delaware  river ;  and  ,that  an  elegant  fword  be 
provided  by  the  board  of  war  and  prefented  to  colonel 
Green. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  have  an  high  fenfe  of  the  merit 
of  lieutenant  colonel  Smith  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  in  their  late  gallant  defence  of  fort  Mifflin  on 
the  river  Delaware  ;  and  that  an  elegant  fword  be  provided 
by  the  board  of  war  and  prefented  to  lieutenant  colonel 
Smith. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  have  an  high  fenfe  of  the  merit 
of  commodore  Hazlewood,  commander  of  the  naval  force 
in  Delaware  river,  in  the  fervice  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, in  their  late  gallant  defence  of  their  country  againfl; 
the  Britifh  fleet,  whereby  two  of  their  men  of  war  were  de-, 
ftroyed  and  four  others  compelled  to  retire  ;  and  that  aa 
elegant  fword  be  provided  by  the  marine  committee  and  pre* 
fented  to  commodore  Hazlewood. 

Four  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

The  proceedings  of  a  general  court  martial,  held  at 
German  Flats  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  I777»  by  order  of 
major  general  Arnold,  on  the  trial  of  Walter  Butler,  an 
enfign  in  the  King's  or  8th  regiment,  being  tranfmitted  t© 
Congrefs  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  for  di- 
recting the  future  operations  of  the  army  under  the  command 
of  major  general  Gates,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration,  and  after  debate 

Refolved,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Duer 
be  added  to  the  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  the  prefideht  of  the  council  of 
Pennfylvania  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  *'  That  they  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  navy  board  at  Bordenton,  dated  the 
27th  of  October  laft,  informing  them  of  orders  given  by 
general  Washington  to  fcuttle  the  frigates  in  the  river  De- 
laware in  order  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  that  having  taken  the  fame  into  confider- 
ation they  arc  of  opinion  that  the  frigates  fhould  be  light- 
ened 
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cried  aS  rifuch  as  pdfiibleV  aAd  elthn ram' into  fofrie  adjacent 
cWfeitbr  hariletf  as  high  apdri  fhore\  a$  mfcy  be  vi4thd#t  bal- 
Jtffi,  arid  a  battery  ddtiftYu&ed1  with*  tfie  griris  of  the  Wafh- 
iirgtdrt  on  the^'dft  cdnv'eJiient'  groufnd  to  ddver  the  frigates' 
from  the  enemy  ;  that  the  frigates  fhould  be  charged  proper- 
ly with  edrrfboiftiMeSj  arid  a-  eWeful  watch  employed  under  a 
vigflarit  officer  to  bHtri  the'm  rather  than  firffer  then*  to  fall 
into  the  hands'  of  t-he  enemy* ;  aftd  left  this  ffioufd  fa-iJ^  fhftt1 
a(  fufficieht  number  of  frrfaPl  craft  fhould  be  fiink  fn  the  chart- 
rte'I  beldw  the  frlg&esyelFeVftual'ty  to  dbftrricl;  the1  enemy  froftv 
moving  them  down  the  river  if  they  fhould  happen  to  ga!{» 
pofFeffiort  of  therri  ;  arid  a  battery  tc  &>riftructed  iri  the  mod 
convenient  man-rief  to  edVeY  the1  obftrrietioris  a"-nd  prevent  tbeV 
enemy  from  re'm'oving  them  ;  that  all  the  vcffels*  of  Whatever 
ki'nd,  fhould  be  ruii  up  as  h?gh  above  the  batteries  a*rid  oh-' 
filruclkms  aforefa!id  a>s  poffible,  arid  the  riidft  effectual  pre- 
c"arutidris' taken  irrirriediately  ori  the  approach  of  the  erierhy  : 
thereupon 
,  Otdtredi  That  a-  copy  <>f  the1  faid  report  Be  ferit  to  general 
Wafhington  for  bis  approbation,  ahad  if  he'a'ppfd^e'  fhe  fame 
that  a  detachment  of  troops  be  fent  to  affiil  in  conftructing 
and  managing  the  batterie?  aforefaM. 

The  feveral  iWa'tter'S  to  this  day  referred  being  pdflponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

^fDA'UDit/.  Noireiribtr  '$   ft  J  J. 
A  letter  from  monf.  de  la  Balme  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board1  df  treafury\ 
".  The'  bteard  df  war  brought  in  a  repoft,  whreh  Was  read : 
Ordered,  That  the  cortfideratiori   thereof  be  poftponed  : 
The  committee  to  whom  \*ss  re- committed  the  report  for 
directing  the   future  operations  of  the1  arrriy   tiridVr  the  com- 
mand of  general|Gate&,  brought  iri  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confederation,  and  thereupon 

Rtfofoed,  That  general  Wafhirigfdn  be  informed  that1  it 
is  the  earned  wifh  of  Congrefs  to  regain  the  pofTeffion  or 
the  forts  aild  panes-  of  Hudfon's  river,  arid1  to  fecure  the 
cdmrhurii'catidri  thereof;  and  for  that  purp^fe,  that  general 
Gates  mould  rerriai'ri  rn  command  iri  that  -"matteY ;  arid  that 
general  Putnam'  be  tailed  upori  to  join  the  riiain  army  with 
luch  a  detachment  frdrri  the  army  under  the'  comrriand  of 
g"en<?ral  Gates  a's  general  Wafhirigt'dri  rnay  think  ca'ri  be 
fpared.  riot  exceeding  the  number  of  fjco'men  including 
colon d  MovgaW's  corps 

That 
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"That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refutation  be  fent  to  general 
Gates-  and  thac  he  be  directed  to  make  a  prop-r  diipoiition 
of  the  army  under  his  command  for  reducing  forthwith  the 
poits  of  the  enemy  on  Hudt'on's  river,  and  that  he  ordei  fuch 
of  the  continental  troops  and  militia  in  the  ft. vice  of  the 
United  States  as  are  polled  on  or  near  the  laid  river  to  join 
him  for  the  fervice  aforementioned  : 

That  general  Gates  be  impowered  to  apply  to  the  refpec- 
ti've  ftates  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Connecticut  New  York 
and  New  Jerfey,  for  fuch  a  number  of  their  militia  as  he  fh a  11 
judge  necefTary  to  maintain  the  pods  which  he  mall  order  to 
be  taken  on  the  faid  river,  to  the  end  that  his  army  may  be  in 
readinefs  to  purfue  fuch  operations  as  Congrefs  mail  direct  ; 
and  that  the  faid  militia  be  inlifted  to  ferve  until  the  15th  day 
of  March  next  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  or  the 
commander  in  chief: 

That  general  Wafhirtgton  be  directed  to  order  one  or  more 
able  engineers  to  Hudfon's  river,  to  attend  the  army  under 
the  command  of  general  Gates  : 

That  general  Gates  be  irhpowered  to  Order  fuch  a  number 
of  gallies,  gun  boats,  fire  rafts,  chains,  caffoons,  and  chc- 
vaux  de  frize  to  be  provided,  and  fuch  fortifications  to  be  erect- 
ed, for  obftructing  and  keeping  poffefiion  of  the  North-river, 
as  he  (hall  judge  necefTary  : 

That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  Rate  of  New-York 
be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  thefe  refolutions,  and  requefted 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  active  judicious  periods  to 
allift  general  Gates  in  obtaining  fuch  artificers  and  materials 
for  accomplifhing  thefe  purpofes  as  he  fhall  direct  ;  and  the 
faid  committee  are  impowered  to  apply  to  the  feveral  Hates 
of  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode  Ifland  Con- 
necticut, New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  for  their  affiftanee, 
who  are  reqnefted  to  afford  the  fame  by  furnifhing  the  faid 
committee  with  fuch  artificers  and  materials  as  they  by  direc- 
tion of  general  Gates  (hall  apply  for  ;  and  the  faid  ftates  are 
refpectivley  requefled  to  furnifh  fuch  a  number  of  men  as  ge- 
neral Gates  fhall  require  to  accomplifh  the  important  and  fa- 
lutary  purpofe  of  maintaining  the  communication  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  ftates  by  keep:ng  pofleffion  of 
Hudfon's  river  : 

That  general  Gates  be  authorifed  and  directed  to  apply 
to  the  ftate  of  New-  I  ork  and  the  ftates  eaftward  of  the  North 
river  for  fuch  aids  as  he  fhall  jud^e  necefTary  for  the  reduction 

V©L.  III.  Kkk  of 
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of  Ticonderoga  and  fort  Independence,  if  not  reduced  hf 
eeneral  Starks,  at  fuch  time  as  he  fhall  deem  beft  adapted  for 
that  expedition^  And  that  the  faid  dates  be  requefted  to  fup» 
p\y  general  Gates  with  fuch  a  number  of  their  militia  as  he 
{hall  j^dgje  nfeceflary  for  the  purpofes  intended  : 

That  general  Gates  be  directed  to  take  effectual  care  that 
the  fortifications  which  (hall  be  erected  on  Hudfon's  river  be 
not  too  extentive,  and  that  each  be  compleated  with  a  wellf 
magazines*  barracks,  bomb  cafements,  &c.  fufficient  for  a 
determined  defence  : 

That  if  general  Walhington,  after  confultihg  with  gene-, 
j-ai  Gates  and  governor  Clinton,  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  a 
reinforcement  exceeding  the  number  above  mentioned  can  be 
detached  to  the  main  army  confident  with  the  attainment  of 
the  objects  fpecifted  in  the  preceding  resolutions,  in  fuch  cafe 
he  be  directed  to  order  fuch  further  reinforcements  to  the  main. 
army  as  may  be  thought  conducive  to  the  general  welfare, 
any  thing  in  the  preceding  refactions  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

In  debating  the  laft  refolution  it    was  moved    after  "  di- 
rected" to  infert  "  with  their  concurrence," 

Ni.w  Hampfhire,  s  r.  Folfom,  no  \  no 


MalLehufetts-Bay,        Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay 

Mr  J    Adams,  ay 

Mr-  Gerry,  ay* 

Mr   Lovell,  »< 

Rhode- TOana,  Mr.  Merchant,  ay  ^  ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.    Dyer,  ay~\ 

Mr.    Law,  no     no 

Mr     Williams,  no) 

New- York,  Mr.    Duane,  no~\ 

Mr     Duer.  no) 

New  Jerfey,  Mr.  Elmer,,  no  \  no 

Kenniylvaiua£  Mr.   Morris,,  nol 

Mr.  Raberdeau,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Clingan,  no) 

Maryland  Mr.  Smith,  no  J 

Mr.  Rum  fey,  no  \ 

Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,- 


Mr   F 
Mr 
North-Carolina,  Mr.   Pcnn, 


|one6,  no"} 

F.  L.   Lee,  no  > 
Harvie,  noj 


.  n» 
Mr.  Harnett,         no  ) 


South-Carolina  Mr.  Laurens,        no  f  no 


3* 
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So  it  patted  in  the  negative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  beingrequired  on  the  refolution, 

New  Hampfhire,              Mr.  Folfom,  ay  \  ay 

Maflachufetts-Bay,         Mr.  S  Adams,  «o"l 

Mr.  J^  Adams,  fll^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  no  I 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  J 

Rhode-Mand,                  Mr.   Marchant,  no  \  no 

Connne&icut,                  Mr.   Dyer,  »«j 

Mr,    Law,  ay  >  ay 

Mr,   Williams,  ay  J 

New  York,                       Mr.  Duane,  ^%a9 

Mr,  Duer.  ay  \    y 

New  Jerfey,                     Mr.  Elmer,  ay}  ay 

Pennfylvania,                   Mr    Morris.  ayl 

Mr    Roberdeau.  no>ay 
ay  j 


Maryland,  Mr   Smith,  ayl 

s 


Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rum  fey,         ay  j    * 


Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,  ay' 

Mr.  F   L.  Lee,    ay  Vay 
Mr    Harvie,         ay} 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay") 

Mr.  Harnett,        ay)   / 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,        ay  }■  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  whereupon 
Ortiend,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Conner,  late  a  fife* 
in  the  invalid  regiment,  14  60-90  dollars,  for  two  months 
pay  due  to  him  before  his  being  difeharged,  as  per  colonel 
Lewis  Nicola's  certificate,  the  faid  fum  to  be  changed  to 
the  colonel : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favor  of  W.  Bu- 
chanan, efquire,  commifTary  general  of  purchafes,  for  52,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

phat  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favor  of  Belcher 
P  Smith,  for  205  48  90  dollars,  being  for  his  fervices  as  a 
clerk  in  the  fecretary's  office  from  the  ill  of  July  to  the  5th 
of  November,  and  for  fundry  contingent  expences  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  efquire,  com- 
iniffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  or 
New -Jerfey,  in  favor  of    the    continental    navy    board,  for 

40,000 
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4000c  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  department,  the  faid 
board  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  North- 
Carolina  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  for  icoo  dollars,  it  being 
^advanced  on  the  application  of  C  Harnett,  efquire,  the  faid 
ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  the  money  to  be  confidered 
as  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of 
that  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  iflue  in  favour  of  Abraham  Clark5  efquire, 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Elmer,  for  2oq  30-90  dollars,  it  be- 
ing the  amount  of  eleven  barrels  of  pork  he  paid  for  in 
New-Jerfey,  which  were  delivered  to  captain  Francis  Wade, 
who  was  directed  to  purchafe  provihons  in  that  ftate,  the 
faid  F.  Wade  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matter  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,     November    6,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  ill  continued  to  the  3d,  from  general 
Wath;ngton»   with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  read  ; 

•  Ordered,  That  the  ltcommendation  in  favour  of  monf. 
de  Viigny,  being  one  of  the  papers  inclofed  in  the  gene- 
ral's letter,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  appli- 
cations : 

That  the  general's  letter,  with  the  other  papers  inclofed, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confidcration  ;   whereupon 

Rejo/ved,  That  colonel  James  Wilkinfon,  adjutant  gene- 
ral in  the  Northern  army,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices  in 
that  department;,  and  being  ftrongly  recommended  by  gene- 
ral Gates  as  a  gallant  officer  and  a  promifing  military  geni- 
us, and  having  brought  the  difpatches  to  Con^refs,  giving 
an  account  of  the  furrender  of  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne 
and  his  army  on,  the  17th  day  of  Odtober  laft,  be  continued 
in  his  prefent  employment,  with  a  brevet  of  brigadier  gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved,  That  the  unremitted  attention  fhewn  by  doc- 
tor Potts  and  the  officers  of  the  general  hofpital  in  the 
Northern  department,  as  reprefented  in  general  Gates's 
letter  to  Congrefs  of  the  20th  of  O&ober,  to  the  fick  and 
wounded  under  their  care,  is  a  proof  not  only  of  thejr 
humanity  but  of  their  zeal    for  tin?  fervice  of  the  United 

States, 
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States,  fo  deeply  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  gallant  afftrters  of  their  country's  caufe  ; 
and  that  Congrefs  therefore  cannot  but  entertain  a  high 
fenfe  of  the  fervices  which  they  have  rendered  during  this 
campaign  by  a  diligent  difcharge  of  their  refpedtive  func- 
tions. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  July  the  2   d  and  after  fome  debate  thereon 

Ordered,   That  it  be  re  committed. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  the  commiffary  general  of 
Iff  its  has  not  affigned  diltrifts  to  his  feveral  deputies,  agree- 
ably to  the  regulations  of  h/s  department, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  commifTary  general  of  ifTucs  be 
directed  to  make  forthwith  fuch  affignments,  and  communi- 
cate the  fame  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut,  and  his  refpeftive  deputies. 

A  motion  being  made  refpedting  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Jones  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Four  o'Clock,   P.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  of  October  from  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  general 
Heath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Heath  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  motion  refpediing  the  convention  of 
Saratoga,  and  that  the  letter  from  the  council  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  commitee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  brought  in  yefterday  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  immedi- 
ately to  fettle  the  relative  ranks  of  the  officers  of  the  cavalry, 
and  to  iffue  their  commiffions  accordingly,  and  that  he  be 
furnifhed  with  copies  of  the  feveral  refolutions  of  Congrefs 
on  that  fubjedt. 

Ordered*  That  the  articles  of  confederation  be  taken  into 
confideration  to  morrow. 

The  committee  on  thev  treafury  brought  in  a  report  where 
upon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  captain  J.<mes  O  Harra 
20CO  dollars  agreeable  to  the  lequelt  of  the  board  or  war, 
for  the  purchafe  of  fhoes,  hats  and  blankets  for  the  life  of 
the  independent  companies  at  fort  Pitt,  under  the  command 
of  brigadier  general  Hand,  who  is  to  be  charged  with  the 
money  advanced 

That  a  warrant  iffiie  in  favour  of  colonel  William  Beatty, 
for  the  ufe  of  a  battalion  of  militia  under  his  command  from 
Frederick  county,  Maryland,  for  icxo  dollars,  the  laid 
colonel  Beatty  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  J  cob  Gotwalt  and  Simon  Kcep- 
penhover,  ^O  72  90  dollars,  for  their  expences  as  an  efcort 
to  Britifh  prifoners  from  \  orktown  to  Brunfwick  in  New- 
Jerfey  by  direction  of  the  board  of  war  lalt   winter 

That  there  be  paid  to  Jacob  Rufh  efduire,  40  dollar?, 
which  he  advanced  by  direction  of  Mr.  Hancock  to  Lavel- 
lin  Barry,  a  continental  exprefs  rider,  the  faid  L.  '  arry  to 
be  charged  with   the  faid  fum. 

That  there  be  advanced  to  adjutant  Thomas  Taylor  of 
the  Georgia  battalion  corrm^ndi.d  !y  colonel  j  \  hitcv  2CO 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  bring  in  cleierters  of  the  fa-d  regi- 
ment, the  faid  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  flate  of  Georgia 
and  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  300,000  dollais  appro- 
priated for  the  uie   of  that  Hate 

The  feveral  matter^  tc  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock   to  monow. 

F  R  1  day,   November  7,  I  -77. 

Ordered,  That  a  duplicate  of  the  recommendation  to  the 
feveral  dates  to  fet  apart  a  day  of  thrfnkfgiving,  figned  by 
the  prefident  be  fent  to  the  feveral  ftaUs  and  to  general 
Washington  and  geneial  Gates,. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
board  of  treafury  ;    whereupon 

Refolved.  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under 
the  direction  of  the  trealury  board  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States. 

That  the  bills  (hall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame 
tenor  and  date  as  the  erniflion  directed  on  the  15th  of  Auguft 
Jail,  and  be.  numbered  from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpec- 
tive  denomination,  viz. 

153P4  bills  of  the  denomination  of  3  dollars,       46152 

1538^  ditto  r  4  ditto,         61536 

15384 
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1 5584  ditto  -                  -               5  ditto,      7^920 

15384  ditto  ...  6  ditto,  ^2304. 
153^4  ditto  -  "7  ditto,  107^88 
153^5  ditto  2  ditto,  30770 
15,85  ditto  -                         -         8  ditto,      23080 

15385  ditto  30  ditto,  461550 

1COOCOO 

That  al-1  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hildas,  efquire, 
and  of  the  infpedtors  of  the  prefs  fignerstand  printeis  of 
the  faid  emiffion,  directed  on  Augull  the  3th  fhall  extend 
to  the  faid  one  million  to  he  emitted,  fubjeCr.  however  to 
fuch  directions  and  inftrudtions  as  the  board  of  treafury  may- 
judge  expedient 

Whereas  major  general  !VTifHin,  by  his  letter  of  October 
the  8th  lait  has  requeued  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  of 
major  general  and  office  of  quartermafter  general  in  the  army, 
on  account  of  his  ill   itate  of  health  : 

Re/b'ved,  That  his  refignation  of  the  office  of  quarter- 
ter  mailer  general  be  accepted  but  that  his  rank  and  com- 
miffion of  major  eneral  be  continued  to  him,  without 
the  pay  annexed  to  that  office,  until  farther  order  of  Con- 
grefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  board  of  war,  and 
the  billots  being  taken 

Major  general  Mifflin  colonel  Timothy  Pickering,  and 
colonel  Robert    rl     Harrifon  were  ekcled 

Ordered  That  tht  prefident  inform  the  fcveral  gentlemeu 
of  their  appointment,  and  defire  their  attendance  with  all 
convenient  difpatch 

A.  memorial  from  John  Richards  in  behalf  of  himfclf» 
Ja-nes  Taylor,  and  company,  and  Hall  and  Horner,  was 
laid   before  Congress  diid  read. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Houfton  has  declined 
the  office  of  deputy  fecretary  on  account  of  h:s  being  eject- 
ed a  member  of  afLmb'y  for  the  ihite  of  New  Jerfty, 

R^folved%  That    another  deputy  fecretary  be  appointed  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  fecretary  be  75  dollars  a 
month. 

Refo'ved,  That  Jacob  Rufh,  efquire,  be  appointed  depu- 
ty fecretary. 

Rpfohrd*  That  Mr.  John  Euftace,  who  has  ferved  with 
honor  fidelity  *nd  bravery  as  aid  de  camp  to  general  Lee 
an.l  g  neral  Sullivan,  have  the  commiffion  of  a  major  in  the 
fervxec  uf  tne  United  States.  Rcfofotd? 
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Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  ele&ing  a  quar- 
termafter  general  in  the  room  of  general  Mifflin 

The  board  of  treafury  report,  "  That  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  Congrefs,  referring  to  the  board  the  claims  of 
monf  le  Brun  and  the  ochet  French  gentlemen  who  accom- 
panied the  late  monf.  du  Coudray  from  France  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Deane,  they  have  been, 
attended  by  monf.  le  Brun,  who  is  agent  for  the  other  gen- 
tlemen : 

That  the  board  offered  monf.  le  Brun  to  report  it  as  their 
trainion,  and  which  they  had  reafon  to  belive  would  be. 
agreeable  to  Congrefs,  notwithstanding  they  declared  that 
the  United  States  were  not  bound  by  Mr.  Deane's  conven- 
tion, that  monf.  le  Brun  and  all  the  other  gentlemen  whom 
he  reprefents  mould  be  received  into  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  and  enjoy  the  fevcral  ranks  and  employments 
which  had  been  ftipulated  for  them  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  the 
fame  pay  and  appointments  which  were  allowed  to  other  of- 
ficers of  fimilar  ranks  and  employments  in  the  American  ar- 
my, explaining  at  the  fame  time  the  mifchief  which  mull:  arife 
from  partial  diftinctions  in  the  appointments  of  the  officers 
of  the  army  :  that  they  made  the  fame  propofitions  and  re- 
marks with  refpedt  to  him  and  the  gentlemen  whom  he  repre- 
fents to  Mr.  du  Coudray  in  his  life  time,  which  they  pre- 
fumed  had  been  communicated  :  that  Mr.  le  Brun,  in  anfwer 
to  this  propofal,  declared  that  he  and  the  gentlemen  whom 
he  represented  were  determined  to  return  to  France  as  foon 
as  poffible,  and  prefented  a  paper  fetting  forth  their  claims 
againft  the  United  S:.ates,  which  with  the  account  referred 
to  them  by  Congrefs  the  board  took  in  con/ideration  :  that 
Congrefs  on  the-  13th  day  of  October  laft  did  pafs  the  fol- 
lowing refolution,  "  That  the  commiffioned  and  noncom- 
miflioned  officers  who  have  accompanied  monf.  du  Coudray 
from  France  have  the  ranks  propofed  for  them  in  France, 
together  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  equal  ranks  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  :"  1  hat  it  appears  from  a  me- 
morial prefented  to  Congrefs  by  monf.  du  Coudray  that  he 
received  at  Havre  de  Grace  in  France,  from  Mr.  Montieu 
by  order  of  Mr.  Deane,  26541  livres,  as  well  for  himfelf  as 
the  officers  who  accompanied  him  ;  which  fum  was  intend- 
ed to  have  been  applied  to  defray  the  expence  of  their 
▼oyage    to    America,    and    of  furnifliing  themfelves    with 

neceffary 
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neeeffary  camp  equipage  on  their  arrival,  and  for  which 
the  committee  agreed  to  make  no  charge  againlt  them  :  on 
thefe  principles  the  board  fubmit  to  Congrefs  the  following 
refolution,  viz. 

Refofoedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  return  of  the  faid  gentlemen  to  France  at  their  own  re~ 
quell  be  facilitated,  and  that  it  will  be  doing  full  ju(tice  to 
allow  them  continental  pay  according  to  their  refpe£tive 
ftatior.s  from  the  time  of  their  agreement  with  Mr.  Deans 
to  the  firft  of  November  1777,  their  expences  in  travelling 
to  the  eallward  or  fouthvvard  for  embarkation  for  Europe, 
and  a  farther  fum  in  bills  of  exchange  for  their  paffages  to 
France  and  travelling  charges  to  Paris :  that  the  bills  be 
drawn  in  their  favour  by  the  prefident  on  the  commiffioners 
in  France  at  thirty  days  light,  and  chat  thefe  allowances  {hall 
be  in  full  fatisfacVoi  of  their  feveral  claims  againlt  the 
United  States  :  and  the  committee  having  made  an  eftimate 
of  the  allowances  according  to  this  refolittion,  fubmit  the 
fame  in  manner  following  ; 

AmountlTravelingl  Patfage  and  traveling 

of  Pay.  |expences.  j  expences  to  Paris. 

Doctor  Noel,                    600  dol.  ico  dol,  900  Ivres  touni. 

Mr.  le  Brun,  adjt.  gen.iooo  do,  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  le  Brun,  capt.  eng.  703  do.  ioa  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Villefranche  do.       700  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Varaigue,  do.           675  do.  ico  do.  900  do. 

Mr.Frontireyde,  lt.eag.437  2-3  IOO  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Rivaud,  do.             4-7  2-3  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  le  Blanc,  do.             437  2-3  IOO  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  l'Enfant,  do.             437  2.3  IOO  do.  903  da. 

Mr.Niverd,  capt.  miner.6-0  do.  100  do.  900  do.                  "* 

Mr.  Canyjstt,  lieut.  do.  437  2-3  100  do.  900  do, 

Mr.  Parills,ndo.              437**5  ISO  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  des  Efpiniers,  capt.675  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Romanett,  do.        650  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Loyaute,  capt.  artil.600  do.  IOO  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Touz.ard,  do.           550  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  de  Goy,  capt.  It.  do.  520  do.  100  do.  900  do, 

Mr.  Pierre,  do.    .          520  do.  100  do.  900  do, 

Mr.  Parifon,  do.            520  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Matthior,  lieut,     32;  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Boichard,  do.         325  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Ganot,  do.              32;  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  Mattigny,  do.         283  1-3  joo  do.  90c  do. 

Mr.  Pommereiuel,  do.  300  do.  100  do.  900  do. 

Mr.  du  Ballet,  do.          283  1-3  IOO  do.  900  do. 

Mr.Fouquet,  capt.  bom. 520  do.  ico  do.  900  do, 

Mr.  Fouquet,  lieut,         325  do.  iqj  do.  900  do. 
Vot.  III.                       Ill                                     Mr. 
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Mr.  Bcgsrd,  It.  workmen,  325  do.     100  do.     900  do. 
iz  Serjeants  of  artillery,    16251.10.     coo  do.     000 

15622  2-3  2800  25200 
Of  which  they  have  been  paid  11 421,  fo  that  there  re- 
mains a  balance  of  pay  4201  2-3  dollars,  for  expences  2800 
dollars,  and  for  taking  a  draught  at  Marcus  Hook,  219 
dollars,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  7220  2-3  dollars:" 
whereupon 

RefolveJ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report  and  re- 
folution,  and  that  the  faid  balance  of  7220  2-3  dollars  be 
paid  and  bills  drawn  for  25200  livres  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  farther  report ; 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  provifion  made  for  Mr.  Ie  Brun  and 
the  officers  who  accompanied  him  from  France  be  extended 
to  Mr.  Ie  Balme,  who  has  rtfigned  his  commiffion  as  in- 
fpeftor  general  o4  horfe  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
and  intends  to  return  to  Paris,  and  that  there  be  paid  to 
the  faid  Mr.  de  la  Balme  the  balance  of  his  pay  167  45-90 
dollars,  one  hundred  dollars  for  his  travelling  expences  to 
Boilon  or  Charleston,  and  a  further  fum  of  900  livres  in 
bills  of  exchange  for  his  paffage  to  France  and  charges  to 
Paris  ;  and  that  the  bills  be  drawn  in  his  favour  on  the  com- 
miffioners  in  France  at  thirty  days  fight,  and  that  thefe  al- 
lowances (hall  be  in  full  fatisfa&ion  of  his  claims  againft  the 
United  States. 

Four  o'Clock,    P.  M. 

A  motion  being  made  for  fupplying  colonel  Dayton  with 
a  horfe. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Ie  Brun  for  two  waggons 
to  carry  his  and  the  other  gentlemen's  effects  to  Boflon  or  to 
the  fouthward  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  with 
power  to  grant  his  requefl,  and  to  employ  the  waggons 
on  their  return  in  fuch  public  fervice  as  they  think  pro- 
per. 

Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation ;  whereupon  it  was  moved  after  the  words  "  to 
appoint  one  of  their  number  to  prefide,''  to  add  t(  provided 
that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  ferve  in  that  office  more  than 
one  year  in  any  tenn  of  three  years;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required, 
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divided. 


\ 


ay 


divided. 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.   Dyer, 

Mr.  Law, 

Mr,  Williams, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr,  Duer. 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Roberdcau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rumfey, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens,; 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative, 
A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  the  whole  article  relative 
to  the  powers  of  the  committee  of  the  ftates,  andinftead  there- 
of to  fubftitute  "  The  committee  of  the  ftates  or  any  nine  of 
them  fhall  be  authorifed  to  execute,  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 
fuch  of  the  powers  of  Congrefs  as  the  United  5tates  in  Con- 
grefs affernbled,  by  the  confent  of  nine  ftates,  fhall  from  time 
to  time  think  expedient  to  veft  them  with  ;  provided  no  pow- 
er  be  delegated  to  the  faid    committee    for  the    exercife  of 
which  by  the  articles  of  confederation  the  voice  of  nine  ftates 
in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  affernbled  is  requifite  ;" 
and   the  queftion   being  put, 
Refolved  in   the  affirmative. 

In  the  article  refpecf  ing  Canada  it  was  moved  to  ftrike  out 
the  word  *'  entirely"  before  "  joining,"  and  read  "Canada 
acceding  to  this  confederation  and  joining  in  the  ineafures  of 
the  United  States." 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  J.  Adams  have 
leave  of  abfence  to  vifit  their  families. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Saturday, 
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Saturday,  November  8,  1777. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  reflect- 
ing the  convention  of  Saratoga,  brought  in  a  report ;  which 
vas  read  : 

On  motion  that  the  confederation  thereof  be  poftponed, 
New  Kampfhire,  IS  r.  Folfom,  ay  \  ay 

Mafiachufetts  Bay,        Mr.  S.Adams, 
Mr  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr   Lovell, 
Rhode-Ifiand,  Mr.   Marchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.    Dyer,  no  "j 

Mr.    Law,  ay  j  ay 

Mr.   Williams,     ay) 
New- York,  Mr.   Duane,  ay^\ 

Mr.    Duer.  ay  j  "^ 

Ncft-Jerfey,  Mr.  Elmer,  ay  ^  ay 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,   «e1 

Mr.    Clingan,        no  J 
Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  ay  I 

Mr.  Rumfey,        ay  }    * 
Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,  no~l 

Mr.  F.  L.    Lee,   no  >  tt» 
Mr.  Harvie,  ayj 

North  Carolina,  Mr.   Penn,  ay  1 

Mr.  Harnett,         ay  J  #• 
South  Carolina  Mr.   Laurens,         no  j>  n* 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Four  0  Clock,   P   M. 

Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  brought 
in  this  morning  ;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  major  general  Heath  be  directed  forth- 
with to  caufe  to  be  taken  down  the  name  and  rank  of  eve- 
ry commiffiened  officer,  and  the  name,  former  place  of  a- 
bode,  occupation,  fize,  age  and  defcription  of  every  non- 
commiffioned  officer  and  private  foldier,  and  all  other  per- 
fons  comprehended  in  the  convention  made  between  lieuten- 
ant general  Burgoyne  and  major  general  Gates  on  the  16th 
day  of  October  1777,  and  tranfmit  an  authentic  copy  there- 
of to  the  board  of  war,  in  order  that  if  any  officer,  foldier 
®r  other  perfon  as  above  mentioned  of  the  faid  army  fhall 
hereafter  be  found  in  arms  againft  thefe  ftates  in  North- 
America  during  the  prefent  conteft,  he  may  be  convicted  of 

the 
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the  offence,  and   fuffer  the  punifhment  in  fuch  cafe  inflicted 
by  the  law  of  nations. 

That  major  general  Heath  be  directed  to  take  the  parole 
in  writing  of  the  officers  according  to  the  convention,  and 
tranfmit  authenticated  copies  of  fuch  paroles  to  the  board  of 
war. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  memorial  from  fnndry  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  defired,  not  with  (land- 
ing his  resignation  of  quarter  mafter  general  is  accepted,  to 
continue  in  the  exercife  of  that  office,  and  that  he  be  in- 
vented with  full  powers  to  act  until  another  quarter  mafter 
general  is  appointed  and  enters  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office. 

The  committee  on  foreign  applications  reported  a  memo- 
rial and  propofal  from  Mr.  Fouquet  and  Son  to  continue  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 
Mr.  Fouquet  and  Son  and  engage  them  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    November    10,    1 777- 

A  letter  of  the  30th  and  one  yf  the  31ft  of  October  from 
general  Gates  at  Albany,  with  one  of  the  26th  inclofed  from 
governor  Clinton  to  general  Gates  ; 

A  memorial  from  monf.  le  Brun  ;  and  a  letter  of  the  8th 
and  one  of  the  10th  inftant  from  W.  Buchanan,  commif- 
iary  general  of  purchafes  ;  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Clinton  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  ;  that  the  letters  from  general  Gates 
and  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  the  memorial  from  Mr.  le  Brun, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Sundry    depofitions   relative   to   the  conduct  of  lieutenant 
Reynolds,  of  one  of  the  additional  regiments,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  general  Wafhington, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  caufe  a  ftricl:  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Reynolds,  as  fet  forth  in  the 
faid  depofitions,  that  if  found  guilty  he  may  be  punifhed  as 
kiis  crimes  deferve. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  corrfideration  a  report  of  the  board  of 
■war  of  the  6th  :  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  be  direct- 
ed to  write  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  in 
France  and  Spain  to  purchafe  and  (hip  on  continental  account 
in  armed  veffels,  in,  addition  to  what  has  heretofore  been  or- 
dered by  Congrefs,  500  tons  of  lead,  400  tons  of  powder, 
one  million  of  gun  flints,  tents  for  50,000  men,  and  io.oco 
yards  of  flannel  for  cartridges,  to  be  fent  to  fuch  ports  and 
places  as  the  faid  committee  fhall  direct  ;  and  that  the  former 
orders  of  Congrefs  and  of  the  commercial  committee  for 
cloathing,  fire  arms,  equipage,  brafs  field  pieces,  fait,  and 
other  articles,  and  for  130,000  blankets  be  compleated  as 
ioon  as  may  be. 

That  the  committee  be  alfo  directed  to  write  to  the  com- 
miffioners, and  inflruct  them  to  contract  with  and  fend  over 
by  different  conveyances,  two  or  three  perfons  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  making  of  gun  flints,  in  order  to  inftrutt  per- 
form in  that  bufinefs  and  introduce  into  thefe  ftates  fo  ufeful 
a  manufacture  ;  likewife  three  or  more  proper  perfons  fkilful 
in  working  lead  mines  and  refining  lead  ore,  and  three  or 
more  perfons  fkilful  in  the  difcovery  of  fulphur  mines  and 
manufacturing  and  refining  fuiphur. 

Ordered,  That  the  commercial  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs  immediately  report  to  Congrefs 
what  orders  they  have  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners 
of  the  United  States  in  France  and  Spain  for  military  fup- 
plies,  designating  what  have  arrived  and  fuch  as  they  are 
informed  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy  or  have  mifcar. 
ried- 

Refolved,  That  general  Gates  be  authorifed  to  order  the 
deputy  paymafter  general  to  pay,  upon  the  certificates  of 
fuch  officers  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  the  fums  due  to  the 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army  under  his  command  for 
rations  or  parts  of  rations  allowed  to,  but  not  drawn  by 
them  relpeclively,  provided  the  regulations  of  the  commii- 
fary's  department  relative  to  the  payment  of  rations  as  afore- 
faid  be  no  longer  difpenfed  with  than  general  Gates  fhall 
judge  necefTary, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  a  de- 
puty commifTary  general  of  purchafes  and  a  deputy  cemmif- 
fary  of  iffues  in  the  Wefteru  diftridt. 

Four 


N  ©  V  E   M   B  E  t,      1777,  4S9 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sundry  proportions  being  laid  before  Congrefs  in  addition 
to  the  articles  of  confederation, 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take 
the  fame  into  confideration  and  report  fuch  as  they  fhall 
judge  proper  to  be  added  to  the  articles  of  confederation, 
not  changing  or  altering  any  of  the  articles  already  agreed 
on. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Duane. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  de  Vernejourwas  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  confider  the  merit  and  fervices  of  Mr. 
Fleury  and  Mr.  du  Plefiis  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    November  11,   1777. 

A  memorial  from  chevalier  Dorfet,  and  a  memorial 
from  the  officers  who  accompanied  Mr.  du  Coudray,  were 
read. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  applications  of  the  commiffioned 
and  non  commiffioned  officers  who  accompanied  Mr.  du 
Coudray  from  France  ;  to  revife  the  report  of  the  treafury 
and  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  thereon  reflecting  thofe 
officers  ;  and  as  foon  as  poffible  report  to  Congrefs  what 
further  fums,  if  any,  they  fhall  apprehend  it  juft  and  ex- 
pedient Congrefs  mould  grant  them  ;  that  the  faid  committee 
alfo  take  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  chevalier  Dor- 
fet and  the  aplication  of  any  other  foreign  gentlemen  now 
attending  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Marchant? 
and  Mr.  Duane. 

Four  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour 
of  John  Brown,  fecretary  to  the  marine  committee,  for 
2000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  committee,  who  are  t© 
be  acccountable. 

That  the  prefideut  ifTue  a  warrant  on  Thomas  Smith, 
efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvariia,  in  favour  of  Matthew  Irvine,  agent  to  Jo- 

fepli 
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feph  Trumbull,  efquire,  late  commiffary  general,  for  50,00© 
dollars,  advanced  in  confequence  of  Mr.  J.  Trumbull's 
letter  of  the  14th  of  Auguft,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  con- 
tracts for  provifions,  the  faid  Jofeph  Trumbull  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  in  favour  of  Elijah  Etting  for  426 
60-90  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  Jofeph  Simon's  order, 
dated  Lancafter  O&ober  the  29th  laft,  in  his  favour,  for 
blankets  delivered  brigadier  general  Hand  at  fort  Pitt,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  there,  brigadier  general  Hand  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
new  articles  propofed  10  be  added  to  or  concluded  in  the  con- 
federation, brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commif- 
fary  general  of  iffues  for  fupplying  the  forts  and  pofts  on  the 
weftern  frontiers  ot  Penwfylvania  and  Virginia  ;  and  the  bal- 
lots being  taken 

John  Erwing  was  elected. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  copy  of  a  refolution 
paffed  in  Congrefs  on  September  the  1 8th  ordering  com- 
miffions  to  be  granted  to  a  number  of  officers  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  commiffary  general  of  military  ftores,  which 
v  as  delivered  to  him  by  colonel  B.  Flower,  C.  G.  M.  toge- 
ther with  the  lift  of  the  officers,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
refolution  aforefaid  have  not  yet  received  their  commiffisns  ; 
•whereupon 

Ordered,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  the  following 
perfons  in  the  department  of  the  commiffary  general  of  mi- 
litary ftores,  with  the  dates  annexed  to  their  refpective  names 
agreeably  to  the  faid  lift,  viz. 

Of  the  company  to  work  in  the  laboratory,  inlifted  to 
ferve  during  the  war  as  artillery  men,  Ifaac  Coren  captain, 
February  the  ift  1777  ;  Will.  E.  Godfrey  captain  lieutenant, 
July  the  ift  1777  ;  Anthony  Wright  firft  lieutenant,  March 
the  ift  1777  ;  Andrew  Caldwell  fecond  lieutenant,  April 
the  ift  1777. 

Of  the  company  of  artillery  artificers,  inlifted  during  the 
war,  to  be  attached  to  the  artillery  in  the  field,  Jeffe 
Roe  captain,  February  the  3d  1777  ;  Valentine  Hoffman 
captain  lieutenant,  February  the  12th  1777;  Chriftian 
Bcackly  firft  lieutenant,  February  the  3d  1777;  and  Will. 

Prefton 
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Preflon  fecond  lieutenant,  April  7,  1777  :— Of  the  companies 
of  artillery  artificers,  inlifted  to  ferve  for  one  year  and  order- 
ed to  be  re-inlifted  to  ferve  during  the  war, 

Nathaniel  Irifh  captain,  February  7th,  1777  ;  Thomas 
Wylie  captain  lieutenant,  February  17th,  1777  ;  George  Nor* 
ris  firlt  lieutenant,  February  8th,  1777  ;  Jame3  Sweiney 
fecond  lieutenant,  February  2 2d,  1777  :  David  Pancoait 
captain,  February  ioth,  1777;  John  Jordan  captain  lieuten- 
ant, February  17th,  1777;  James  Gibfon  firlt  lieutenant, 
February  17th,    1777: 

Jonathan  Goftelow  major,  commilTary  of  military  (lores, 
February  id,  1777;  Jofeph  Watkins  major  commilTary  of 
ordnance  (lores,  February  5th,  1777  ;  Wollory  Ming  cap- 
tain, fuperintendant  of  leather  manufa&ory,  April  ill,  1777  ; 
Samuel  Sergeant,  fuperintendant  of  the  public  works  at 
Carlifle  and  keeper  of  all  the  ilores,  Augull  1777,  his  pay 
60  dollars  a  month  and  4  rations  a  day  : 

Charles  Lukins  major,  commifiary  of  military  (lores  and 
paymafter  to  the  commilTary  general  of  military  Ilores  in  the 
department  of  Carlifle,  March  8th  1777,  his  pay  60  dollars 
a  month  and  4  rations  a  day  : 

Johnfon  Smith,  contractor  and  procurer  of  all  the  lumber 
and  fome  other  materials  wanted  for  the  public  woiks  at 
Carlifle,  July  zi ft  1777,  pay  60  dollars  a  month  and  3  rati- 
ons a  day : 

Cornelius  Sweers,  affitlant  commiflfary  of  military  floras  at 
Philadelphia,  February  ill  1777  : 

Alexander  Power,  quartermaller  to  the  corps  of  artillery 
artificers  at  Carlifle,  July  Sotn  *777>  fame  pay  and  rations 
as  regimental   quartermaller  : 

Samuel  French  major,  commilTary  of  military  Ilores,  Janu- 
ary 18th  1777,   with  the  army  : 

George  Everfon  captain,  deputy  commilTary  of  military 
flores,  January  18th  1777  ■ 

Alexander  rienderfpn  captain,  deputy  commilTary  of  mi- 
litary Ilores,   September  10th  1777  : 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Bite,  adminillrator  of  the  ef- 
tate  of  Jacob  Hite,  deceafed,  in  behalf  ol  the  heirs  of  the  faid 
deceafed,  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.  III.  M  m  m  Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,     November  12,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Wafhington  at  White- 
marfh,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Diekinfon  ; 
one  of  the  3-1  It  of  October  from  general  Heath  ;  alfo  a  let- 
ter of  the  30th  of  October  from  Ebenezer  Hancock  ;  and 
one  of  the  .  6th  of  October    from  J.  Bradford  ;   were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and 
E.  Hancock  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  :  and 
that  the  letter  from  j.  Bradford  be  referred  £0  the  commit- 
tee of  commerce. 

L'.Jbrvt'J,  That  a  copy  of  general  Heath's  letter  of  the 
3  !  ft  of  October  be  tranfmitted  to  the  general  affembly  of 
the  (late  of  is'iciiTachufetts-liay,  who  are  requeued  to  afford 
Samuel  Allen  Otis,  efquire,  agent  of  the  cloathier  gene- 
ral in  the  faid  ftate,  the  nectftary  aifutance  for  procur- 
ing the  chmhing-  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter  and  for  hav- 
ing it   made  up  for  the  army,   who  are  in  great  want  there- 

r 

or. 

An  order  drawn  en  John  Hancock,  efquire,  prefident 
of  Congrefs.,  by  George  Morgan,  in  favor  of  Sampfon  Ma- 
thews, dated  October  the  lit  1777,  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  in  consideration  the  articles  propefed  to  be 
added  to  the  confederation  ;   whereupon 

Refohedtt   1  hat  the  following  be  included. 

Freedom  of  fpeech  and  debate  in  Congrefs  fhall  not  be 
impeached  or  questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Con- 
grtis. 

The  members' of  Congrefs  fhall  be  protected  in  their  per- 
form from  arrefts  a-nd  imprifonments  during  the  time  of  their 
coin;1-  to  and  from  and  attendance  on  Congrefs,  except  far 
treafon,   felony  or  breach  cf  the  peace. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

four,  c  Clock  P.  M. 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 
Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  efquire,  tranimit  to 
Congrefs  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Cuyler,  deputy  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes  for  the  Northern  diftriet,  fpecifying 
the  fum  fupplied  the  latter  from  the  military  chefl,  and  that 
the  board  of  treafury  be  authorited  thereupon  to    credit  Mr, 

Trumbull 
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Tvumbull  for  the  faid  fum,  and  charge   if.  to  the  commiflary 
general  of  purchafes. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
efquire,  commiilioner  of  tlie  continental  loan  office  in  the 
flate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  favor  of dodlor  William  Ship, 
pin,  director  general  of  the  hofpital,  for  -67,000  dollars,  fcr 
the  ufe  of  his  department  and  for  which  lie  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  comrmffioner 
of  the  continental  loan  office  in  the  Rate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan,  commiflary  general  of 
purchafes,  for  200,000  dollars,  for  the  life  of  the  Eaftern  de- 
partment ;  and  that  another  warrant  itTue  on  the  continental 
trcafurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  200,000  dollars, 
to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy  commiffary  general 
of  purchafes  for  the  Northern  department  ;  that  one  other 
warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war 
for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy 
commiflary  general  of  purchafes  in  the  Southern  diftricr.  ;  for 
which  three  films,  amounting  to  600,000  dollars,  the  faid  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  efquire,  commiflary  general  of  purchafes,  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  propofed 
to  be  added  to  the  confederation  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  following  be  included  therein, 
If  any  perfon  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treafon,  felony  or 
other  high  mifdemeanor  in  any  State,  fhall  flee  from  jultice 
and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  fhali  upon  de- 
mand of  the  governor  or  executive  power  of  the  flate  from 
which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  flate  hav- 
ing jurifdidiion  of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  and  credit  fhall  be  given  in  each  of  the  ftates  to 
to  the  records,  adts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  thi  courts  and 
magistrates  of  every  other  ftate. 

It  was  then  moved  to  add,  "  and  an  action  of  debt  may  ba 
commenced  in  a  court  of  law  of  any  ftate  for  the  recovery  of 
a  debt  due  on  a  judgment  of  any  court  in  any  oiher  ftate; 
provided  the  judgment  creditor  fhall  give  bond  with  fufficient 
fureties  before  the  faid  court,  in  which  the  adlion  fhali 
be  brought,  to  anfwer  in  damages  to  the  adverfe  party,  in 
cafe  the  original  judgment  Should  be  afterwards  revifed  and 
fet  afide,  and  provided  the  party  again  ft  whom  fuch  judgment 
may  have  been  obtained  had  notice  in  fadt    of  the  Service  of 

the 


494        JOURNALS  OF   CONGRESS. 


the  original  writ  upon  which  fuch  judgment  (hall  be  found* 
cd." 


New  Haropfhire, 
Maffachufctts-Bay, 
Rhode   lfland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 

New-Jerfey, 

l'ennfylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.Marchant 
Mr.  Dyer. 
Mr  Law, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr   Elmer, 


no  | 
no  ^ 


ay 
ay 
s.o 
ay 
no  | 
no~\ 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay 
Mr  Clingan,  no 
Mr.   Smith,  no~\ 

Mr.  Rumfey,  ay  J 
Mr.  Jones,  720  "] 

Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  no  I 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  no  \ 
Mr,  El  a  1  vie,  no  i 
Mr.   Perm,  no 

Mr.  Harnett,  no  \ 
Mr.  Laurens,       ne  j 


no 
* 

ay 


* 

no 
divided. 

divided* 


South- Carolina, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative* 

A  letter  of  the  icth  from  general  Wafhington  was  read, 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  general  officers 
for  fettling  the  ranks  of  the  Pennfylvania  field  officers,  dated 
the  17th  of  Auguft  1777,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into 
confideration  ;   thereupon 

Rcfelved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  principle  adopted  by 
the  faid  board  in  fettling  the  relative  rank  or  precedence  of 
officers  according  to  that  Handing  they  held  in  the  army  im- 
mediately before  their  prefent  commiffions,  except  where  per- 
fons  are  promoted  upon  principle  of  merit  only  ;  and  that 
the  arrangement  made  b}'  the  faid  board  with  refpect  to  the 
relative  rank  of  the  Pennfylvania  field  officers,  be  and  it  is 
hereby  confirmed. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffions  heretofore  granted  to  the 
faid  officers  be  and  they  are  hereby  vacated. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  commiffions  be  delivered  by  the  re- 
fpedtive  officers  to  general  Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  new  commiffions  be  made  out  for  the  faid 
officers,  with  the  ranks  and  dates  annexed  to  their  names 
refpe£lively,    and  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington. 

ift. 
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I  ft,  colonel  Magaw,  January  3d,  1776;  2d,  colonel 
Irvine,  January  9th  ;  3d,  colonel  Cadwallader,  September 
7th;  4th,  colonel  Johnfon,  September  27th ;  5th,  colonel 
Chambers,  September  28th  ;  6th,  colonel  Broadhead,  Sep- 
tember 29th  ;  7th  colonel  Wood,  September  30th  ;  8th, 
colonel  Humpton,  October  1  ft  ;  9th,  colonel  Cook,  Oc- 
tober 2d.  —Lieutenant  Colonels ;  ift,  Nagle,  Auguft2ift; 
?d,  Becker,  Auguft  22d  ;  3d,  Rofs,  September  27th  ; 
4th,  Richard  Butler,  September  vSth  ;  5th,  Craig,  Sep- 
tember 29th  ;  6th,  William  Butler,  September  30th  ;  7th, 
Frazier,  October  ift;  8th  Greer,  October  2d}  9th, 
Guerney,  October,  3d;  10th,  Hubley,  Oftober  4th; 
Ilth,  Gray,  October  5th,  1776. — Majors',  ift,  Smith, 
September  27th,  1776;  2d,  Miller,  September  28th; 
3d,  Williams,  September  29th  ;  4th,  Lamar,  September 
30th;  -;th,  Harman,  October  ift;  6th,  Robinfon,  Oc- 
tober 2d  ;  7th,  Benezet,  October  3d  ;  8th,  Bayard,  Oc- 
tober 4th  ;  9th,  Hay,  Odtober  5th  ;  10th,  North,  Oc- 
tober 6th  ;  Ilth,  Mentzes,  October  7th  ;  12th,  Crawford, 
October  8th,   1776. 

Rcfohed  That  colonel  Stewart's  regiment  be  annexed 
to  the  Pennfylvania  line,  and  form  the  thirteenth  regi- 
jnent. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  h  u  r  s  d  A  y,     November    1 3*    x 777* 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  blank  commiffions  be  fent  to  general  Gates, 
to  enable  him  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  MalTachufetts 
regiments,  in  purfuance  of  powers  given  him  for  that  purpofe 
by  that  ftate. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  of  October  from  William  Aylett, 
efquire,  inclofing  his  accounts  for  the  purchafe  of  flour,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tr^fury. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  caufe  of  the  obftiuctions  in  the  department 
of  the  poftmafter  general,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Marchant. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  favour  of 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  in 
the  Eaftern  department,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  paid 
after  the  warrants  drawn  the  12th  inftant,  in  favour  of  the 
commiflary  general  of  purchafes  ;  it  being  for  the  ufe  of  the 
faid  department,  and  for  which  the  faid  deputy  paymafter 
general  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  the  continental  loan-officer  for 
the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland,  for  41,000  dollars,  and  another 
warrant  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of 
Maryland  for  Sooo  dollars,  both  in  favour  of  the  marine 
committee  or  their  order,  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  ac- 
countable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  colonel 
Jeffe  Ewell,  of  a  regiment  of  militia  from  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  .1097  30-90  dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  the  continental  loan-officer  for 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  for  20,000  dollars,  and  another 
wan  ant  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  of  the  ftate 
of  New-Hampfhire  for  I  COCO  dollar',  both  in  favour  of 
]ames  Meafe,  efquire,  cloathier  general,  being  an  advance 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  captain 
David  Bell  for  3000  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn 
■on  Congrefs  in  favour  of  Sampfon  Matthews  by  colonel 
Ge&r<yc  Morgan,  dated  the  lftot  October  1777,  on  account 
of  provisions  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weftern  department  ;  colonel 
Morgan  to  be  accountable. 

Four  o'c/ocl,   P.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Putnam,  and  one  of  this 
day  from  William  Buchanan,  efquire,  commiflary  general 
of  purchai||,  with  one  inelofed  from  general  Putnam,  dated 
NovembeWne  3d,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap. 
pointed  to  conlider  and  report  upon  the  letter  from  S.  Plop- 
kins,  efquire,  and  the  papers  inelofed. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  pro- 
pofed  to  be  added  to  the  confederation,  and  the  following 
were  agreed  to  : 

The  better  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and    intercourfe   among    the   people   of    the    different 

Hates 
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Hates  in  this  union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  thefe 
.ftates,  paupers,  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  juftice  ex- 
cepted, (hall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
free  citizens  in  the  refpedtive  itates ;  and  the  people  of  each 
ftate  lhall  have  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to  and  from  any- 
other  ftate,  and  (hall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade 
and  commerce,  fubjedt  to  the  fame  duties,  impofkions  and  re- 
ftridtions  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  refpedtively  provided  that 
fuch  reftridtion  fliall  not  extend  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  property  imported  into  any  ftate  to  any  other 
ftate,  of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided  alfo 
that  no  impofition,  duties  or  reftridtion:  {hall  be  laid  by 
any  ftate  on  the  property  of  the  United  States  or  either  of 
thtm. 

All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed,  and  debts 
contracted,  by  or  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  before 
the  aflembling  of  \he  United  States,  in  purfuance  of  the 
prefent  confederation,  fliall  he  deemed  and  coniidered  as  a 
charge  againft  the  United  States,  for  payment  and  falisfao 
tion  whereof  the  faid  United  States  and  the  public  faith  are 
hereby  folemnly  pledged. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  foil 
claimed  under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  ftates,  whofe 
jurifdidtions,  as  they  may  refpedt  fuch  lands  and  the  ftates 
which  paffed  fuch  grants  are  adjufted,  the  faid  grants  or 
either  of  them  being  at  the  fame  time  claimed  to  have 
originated  antecedent  to  fuch  fettlement  of  jurifdidtion, 
fliall  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  be  finally  determined,  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  before  prefcribed  for  deciding 
difputes  refpedting  territorial  jurisdiction  between  different 
ftates. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  re- 
vife  and  arrange  the  articles  of  confederation  agreed  to,  and 
to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  refpedtive  ftates  to  accom- 
pany the  faid  articles. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duane,  and 
Mr.  Lovell. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  13,  1 777. 
A  letter  of  the  1  ith  from  general    Washington  at  White- 
Marfh,  with   a     copy   of  a  letter  of  the    7b.  from    general 

Putnam 
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Putnam,  and  a  report  of  a  board  of  general  officers  on  the 
fubjedl  of  rations,  and  a  memorial  from  monfieur  du  Portail 
inclofed,  was  read  ;  alio  a  letter  of  the  nth  from  W.  Pal- 
frey, efquire,  paymafter  general,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  W.  Palfrey,  with  the  letters  inclofed, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Whereas  major  general  Schuyler  has  greatly  fuffered  in 
his  private  affairs  by  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  Britifh  ar» 
my  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  general  Burgoync  on 
their  retreat  from  Saratoga  ; 

Refohed,  That  major  general  Schuyler  be  at  liberty  to  at- 
tend his  private  affairs  until  the  committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  caufes  of  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  mount 
Independence  fhall  make  their  report,  and  he  fhall  have  no- 
tice to  attend  at  head  quarters  in  order  to  an  enquiry  into 
that  event. 

Whereas  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Independence 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  materials  and  make  their 
repoit  ; 

Refohed,  That  major  general  St.  Clair  be  at  liberty  to 
attend  his  private  affairs  until  he  fhall  have  notice  to  re- 
pair to  head  quarters  in  order  to  an  enquiry  into  his  con- 
duct. _   jL 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  in  Savour  of  the  board  of 
war  for  i  <,o,ooo  dollars  to  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  agreeably 
to  the  requeft  of  William  Palfrey,  eipiire,  paymafter  gene- 
ral, to  William  Bedlow  his  deput^lat  Fim-Kill  ;  the  faid 
William  Palfrey,  efquire,  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  the 
board  of  war  direct  the  commanding,  officer  at  Fifh-  Kill  to 
inform  the  troops  there  that  money,:fhall  be  fent  as  foon  as 
poffible  to  difcharge  the  arrearages  due  to  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revife  and  arrange  the  articles 
of  confederation,  reported  a  draught  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out  accordingly; 

Four  o  Clock,  P-  M. 
The    committee  appointed    to    take    into    confederation 
the    application    of  the    commiffioncd    and    non-commiffi- 

oned 
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fined  officers  who  accompanied  Mr.  du  Coudray  from  France, 
to  revife  the  report  of  the  treafury  and  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
grefs thereon  refpe&ing  thofe  officers  and  as  foon  as  poCible 
to  report  to  Congrefs  what  farther  funis,  if  any,  they  (hall 
apprehend  it  is  juft  and  expedient  Congrefs  mould  grant  to 
them,  aud  alfo  to  take  into  confederation  the  memorial  of 
the  chevalier  Dorfet  and  the  application  of  any  ether  foreign 
gentlemen  attending  Congrefs,  report 

"  That  they  find  by  the  reprefentation  of  Mr.  le  Brua, 
that  among  the  officers  of  the  late  general  du  Coudray's  corps, 
there  are  fix  gentlemen  who  have  received  no  part  of  the 
gratification^  allowed  to  the  other  officers  of  that  corps  out 
of  the  26,541  livres  granted  by  Mr.  Deane,  which  fum  of 
26,541  livres  has  been  otherwife  expended,  as  appears  from 
an  account  prefented  to  Congrefs  by  general  du  Coudray 
before  his  death  ;  that  the  reafon  of  thefe  officers  being 
formerly  omitted,  except  Mr.  Touzard  and  M.  Epiniers, 
who  received  part  of  their  gratifications,  arofe  from  its  being 
more  agreeable  to  them  to  receive  their  portions  in  America 
than  in  France,  haying  money  fufficient  for  immediate  ufe  in 
that  country  prior  to  their  embarkation  :  the  committee 
therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  equal  and  right  to 
allow  the  gentlemen  formerly  omitted,  gratifications  propor- 
tionable to  what  have  already  been  made  to  others  of  fiunlar 
rank  in  the  fame  corps,  as  follows,  viz. 

To  monfieur  des  Epiniers  nine  hundred  livres,  Mr.  Ro- 
manet  one  thoufand  five  hundred  livres,  Mr.  Touzard  four 
hundred  and  fifty  livres,  Mr.  Mattigny  fix  hundred  livres, 
Mr.  1' Enfant  fix  hundred  livres,  Mr.  Ganot  fix  hundred  li- 
vres, making  in  the  whole  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty  livres  :" 

*i  The  committee  alfo  think  it  reafonable  that  provifion 
be  made  for  the  travelling  expences  and  the  paffages  of  twelve 
fergeants  belonging  to  general  du  Coudray's  corps,  who  are 
like  wife  returning  to  Fraace,  in  proportion  to  the  allowance 
already  made  the  commiffioned  officers,  which  proportionate 
allowance  the  committee  eftimate  at  fixty  dollars  each  for 
travelling  expences  to  Bofton,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
livres  each  for  paffage  and  travelling  expences  to  Paris,  amount- 
ing to  feven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  five  thoufand 
four  hundred   livres. 

Vol.  III.  Nun  «  The 
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**  The  committee  likewife  find  upon  examination,  that  if; 
the  former  fcttlement  a  balance  of  travelling  expences,  ac- 
cruing on  the  journey  from  Bolton  to  Philadelphia,  was  omit- 
ted to  be  credited,  which  ought  to  be  allowed,  amounting  to 
<  ne  thoufand  and  four  dollars. 

"  The  committee  are  farther  of  opinion,  that  the  incon- 
veniences of  diffimilar  pay  to  perfons  of  fimilar  ranks  ferving 
in  the  fame  army,  being  no  bar  at  prefent,  fince  the  officers 
under  coiTfideration  are  returning  to  France,  it  will  therefore 
be  expedient  and  proper  that  they  be  allowed  th;ir  pay  in 
livres,  by  which  it  appears  that  a  balance  fhould  be  paid  to 
Air.  le  Brun,  to  be  diltributed  among  the  refpe&ive  commit 
fioned  and  non  commiffioned  officers,  amounting  to  fourteen 
i houfand  five  hundred  and  eighty  livres  and  one  half ;  that 
the  livres  allowed  by  this  report  be  paid  in  the  fame  manner 
as  thofe  lately  reported  by  the  committee  of  treafury  for  the 
fame  corps. 

"  The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  no  fettlement  of 
general  du  Condray's  affair  can  properly  be  made  but  with 
his  legal  repefentatives,  and  that  Mr.  le  Brun  may,  if  he 
defires  it,  be  furniihed  with  a  certificate  of  this  opinion,  as 
vrcll  as  that  it  is  deemed  unneceffary  to  comprehend  Mr.  Fleu- 
ry  in  this  fettlement,  fince  that  gentleman  is  now  engaged  in 
the  continental  fervice,  and  that  Mr.  le  Brun  be  furnifhed 
with  a  copy  of  this  report,  attefted  by  the  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs 

"  The  committee  are  farther  of  opinion,  that  the  two  fer- 
vants  of  Mr.  du  Coudray  be  furnifhed  each  with  a  draught 
on  the  commiffiorrers  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  French  livres, 
to  pay  their  paffags  to  France  ;  which  fum  is  to  be  charged 
in  account  with  general  du  Coudray. 

The  fsid  report  being  read,  and  queftion  put  to  agree  ta 

it, 

Maffachufetts  Bay,  Mr.   Gerry,  ay  I 

Mr.    Lovell,  ay  J    •? 

Rhode  Ifland,  Mr.  Marchant,  ay  [>  ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Dyer,  ay' 


Mr,   Law,  no  J-  ay 

Mr.  Williams,    ay 
New-York,  Mr.  Duane,         no  ]> 


I 


N?w-Jcrfey,  Mr.  Elmer,         no  |  no 

:}-y 

Maryland- 


Peiinlylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  ayl 

Mr.   Clingan,       ayy    ^ 
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Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  ayl 

Mr.  Rum  fey,         #yX 

Virginia?  Mr.  Jones,  ay' 


ty 


divided. 


Mr.   R.  H.  Lee,  ay 
Mr.  F-L.Lee,     ay(ny 
Mr,   Haivie,  ay 

North- Carolina,  Mr.  penn,  uo' 

Mr.  Harnett,         ay . 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,         ay  \  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative, 

Re/olved,  That  the  additi  >nal  allowances  now  made  mail  be 
deemed  and  confidered  te  be  in  full  fatisfaclion  of  all  claim^ 
which  the  faid  gentlemen  or  either  of  them  have  again  ft  the 
United  States  or  againft  Mr,  Deane. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  thatCon- 
grefs  have  long  fince  written  to  the  commiflioners  in  France 
for  cloaths  compleat  for  eighty  thoufand  men,  and  have  re- 
ceived for  anfwer  that  they  might  be  expected  here  by  the 
fetting  in  of  winter  ;  in  confequence  of  which  Congrefs  have 
reafon  to  hope  for  this  neceffary  arrival  in  a  fhort  time  :  that 
Congrefs  have  alfo  adopted  various  other  means  for  im- 
porting cloathing,  which  they  have  reafon  to  expect  will  be 
fuccefsful  ;  and  on  the  16th  day  of  October  ordered  a  copy 
of  the  general's  return  of  articles  wanted  for  the  army  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  refpective  affemblies  of  the  Eaftern  and 
middle  ftates,  with  a  preffing  recommendation  to  them  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  collect  the  fame  without  delay  and 
fend  them  to  the  army.  But  fince  the  wants  of  the  army  are 
immediate,  Congrefs  wim  the  general  may  avail  himfelfof 
of  the  powers  veiled  in  him  for  obtaining  thefe  neceffary 
fupplies  from  the  difaffefted  inhabitants.  Congrefs  being  or 
opinion  that  the  well  difpofed  people  of  thefe  ftates  will  rather 
be  pleafed  than  diflatisfied  with  a  procedure  by  which  their 
enemies  fhall  be  compelled  to  fupply  thofe  things  that  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  the  army,  and  more 
efp«cially  as  even  the  difaffec"ted  will  be  paid  a  reafonable  price 
for  what  is  demanded  of  them. 

Refolved,  That  the  powers  with  which  general  Waffling-- 
ton  was  inverted  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  of 
September  and  another  of  the  8th  of  Odober  laft,  be  conti- 
nued to  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  unlefs  fooner  revoked 
by  Congrefs. 

Rrfohid, 
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Refolded)  That  the  prefident  write  a  letter  to  the  hono- 
rable Thomas  M'Kean.  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  aflembly 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  requefting  him  to  exert  his  utmoil 
endeavours  effectually  to  prevent  the  difaffected  inhabitants 
of  that  ftate  from  furnifhing  the  enemy's  fleet  or  army  with 
provtions  or  Supplies  of  any  kind,  and  if  he  (hall  be  of  opi- 
nion that  the  ftrength  of  the  well  difpoied  people  is  not  fufft- 
cient  for  the  purpofes  above  mentioned,  that  he  inform  Con- 
grefs  thereof,  and  what  additional  aid  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
fend  for  effectually  preventing  the  enemy  getting  fuppiies 
from  the  Delaware  ftate  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  be  informed 
a  representation  in  Congrels  from  that  ftate  is  immediately- 
wanted. 

The  delegates  from  New  York  produced  credentials  of  their 
appointment  made  in  aflembly  and  council  the  :d  of  October 
1777,  whereby  it  apgesrs  that  the  honorable  Philip  Living- 
fton;  James  Dtiane,  Francis  Lewis,  William' Duer,  and  Go- 
verneur  Morris,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  impowered  to  re- 
prefent  that  ftate  in  Congrefs. 

The  Several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed^ 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Saturday,  November  1 5,  1 777- 
■A  memorial  from  Edward  Weft  was  read  . 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  council  of 
Pennfylvania. 

Refolded,  That  an  extract  of  general  Wafhington's  letter 
of  the  nth  inftant,  relative  to  cloathing,  be  forthwith  fen t 
to  the  ftates  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-Jer- 
fey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  who  are  requeued 
to  fend  without  delay  to  the  army  under  his  command  the 
blankets  and  other  articles  of  cloathing  that  may  be  collected 
agreeably  to  a  recommendation  of  Congrefs  of  the  16th  of 
October  iaft,  to  anfwer  the  prefling  demands  of  the  army 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  fuppiies  of  cloathiug  expected  by 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  duplicate  receipts  be  taken  for  the  fame 
from  the  cloathier  general  or  his  deputies  refpectively. 

A  copy  of  the  confederation   being  made  out,    and  Sundry 
amendments  made  in  the  diction,  without  altering  the  fenfe, 
the  fame  was  agreed  to  and  is  as  follows  : 
ARTICLES    OF   CONFEDERATIO'Nand 

PERPETUAL     UNION  between  the  gates  of 

New-Eanipihire,    Maflachufetts-Bay,    Rhode- Ifiand    and 

Providence 
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Providence  plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Terfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,   South  Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

Article  I.  The  ilile  of  this  confederacy  (hall  be  The 
United  States  of  America 

Article  a.  Each  ftate  retains  its  Sovereignty,  freedom 
and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurifdi&ion  and  right, 
which  is  not  by  this  confederation  exprefsly  delegated  to  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

Article  3.  The  faid  Mates  hereby  feverally  enter  into  a 
firm  league  of  friendship  with  each  other  for  their  common 
defence,  the  feeurity  of  their  liberties  and  their  mutual  and 
general  welfare ;  binding  themlelves  to  affill  each  other 
againft  all  force  offered  to  or  attacks  made  upon  them  or 
any  of  them  on  account  of  religion,  fovereignty,  trade  or 
any   other  pretence  whatever. 

Article  4.  The  better  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  mutual 
friendfhip  and  intercourfe  among  the  people  of  the  different 
Mates  in  this  union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  thefe 
Mates  (paupers,  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  juMice  ex- 
cepted) mail  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  or 
free  citizens  in  the  feveral  Mates  ;  and  the  people  of  each 
Mate  fhall  have  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to  and  from  any  other 
Mate,  and  fhall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and 
commerce,  fubjedt  to  the  fame  duties,  impofitions  and  re- 
firiftioris  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  refpeftively,  provided 
that  fuch  reMric~tions  ihall  not  extend  fo  far  as  to  prevent 
the  removal  of  property  into  any  Mate  to  any  other  Mate, 
of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided  alfo  that 
no  impoiition,  duties  or  reMri£tion  mail  be  laid  by  any 
Mate  on  the  property  of  the  United  States  or  either  of 
them. 

If  any  perfon  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treafon,  felony  or 
other  high  mifdemeanor  in  any  Mate,  fhall  flee  from  juftice 
and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  fhall  upon  de- 
mand of  the  governor  or  executive  power  of  the  Mate  from 
which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  Mate 
having  jurifdidlion  of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  and  credit  fnali  be  given  in  each  of  thefe  Mates 
to  the  records,  acls  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts 
and  magiMrates  of  every  other  Mate. 

Article  5,  For  the  more  convenient  management  of 
the  general  intereM  of  the  United  States,  delegates  fhall 
bs  annually   appointed,    in  fuch  manner  as   the    legiflature 

of 
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of  each  ftate  mall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congrefs  on  the  firfi: 
Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  referved. 
to  each  ftate  to  recal  its  delegates  or  any  of  thero,  at  any 
time  within  the  year,  and  to  fend  others  in  their  ftead  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Ho  ftate  {hall  be  reprefented  in  Congrefs  by  lefs  than  two 
nor  by  more  than  feven  members  ;  and  no  perfon  fhall  be  ca- 
pable of  being  a  delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any 
term  of  fix  years  :  nor  fhall  any  perfon,  being  a  delegate, 
be  capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States? 
for  which  he,  or  any  other  for  his  benefit,  receives  any  fala- 
yy,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

Each  ftate  (hall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting 
of  the  ftates,  and  while  they  aft  as  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  ftates. 

In  determining  queftions  in  the  United  States  in  Congrefis 
afiembled,  each  ttste  fhall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  fpeech  and  debate  in  Congrefs  fhall  not  be  im- 
peached or  queftiened  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  the  members  of  Congrefs  fhall  be  protected  in  their 
perfons  from  arrefts  and  imprifonments,  during  the  time  of 
their  going  to  and  from  and  attendance  on  Congrefs,  except 
for  treafon,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Article  6.  No  ftate,  without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  fhall  fend  any  embafty  to,  or 
receive  any  embafty  from,  or  enter  into  any  conference, 
agreement,  alliance  or  treaty  with  any  king,  prince  or 
date  ;  nor  fhall  any  perfon  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
truft  under  the  United  States  or  any  of  them,  accept  of  any 
prefent,  emolument,  office  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever 
from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign  ftate ;  nor  fhall  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant  any 
title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  ftates  fhall  enter  into  any  treaty,  con- 
federation or  alliance  whatever  between  them  without  the 
confent  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  fpeci- 
f\-ing  accurately  the  purpofes  for  which  the  fame  is  to  be 
entered  into,  and  how  long  it  fhall  continue. 

No  ftate  fhall  lay  any  impofts  or  duties  which  may  inter- 
fere with  any  ftipulations  in  treaties  entered  into  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled  with  any  king,  prince 
or  ftate,  in  purfuance  of  any  treaties  already  propofed  by 
Congrefs  to  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No 
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No  veffels  of  war  fliall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any 
ftate,  except  fuch  number  only,  as  fliall  be  deemed  neceffary 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  for  the  defence 
of  fuch  Hate  or  its  trade  ;  nor  mall  any  body  of  forces  be 
kept  up  by  any  ftate,  in  time  of  peace,  except  fuch  number 
only  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  fhall  be  deemed  requifite  to  garrifon  the  forts 
neceffary  for  the  defenee  of  fuch  ftate  ;  but  every  ftate  fhall 
always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  and  difciplined  militia,  fuf- 
ficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  (hall  provide  and  have 
conftantly  ready  for  ufe  in  public  ftores,  a  due  number  of 
field  pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  «f  arms,  am« 
munition  and  camp  equipage. 

No  ftate  fliall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  confent  of 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  unlefs  fuch  ftate 
be  actually  invaded  by  enemies  or  fliall  have  certain  ad- 
vice of  a  refolution  being  formed  by  fome  nation  of  Indians 
to  invade  fuch  ftate,  and  the  danger  is  fo  eminent  as  not  to 
admit  of  a  delay  frill  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled 
can  be  confulted  ;  nor  fliall  any  ftate  grant  commifiions  to 
any  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  nor  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal, 
execept  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  then  only  againft  the  kingdom 
or  ftate  and  the  fubje&s  thereof  againft  which  war  has  been 
fo  declared,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as  fliall  be  eftablifhed 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  unlefs  fuch 
ftate  be  infefted  by  pirates,  in  which  cafe  veffels  of  war  may 
be  fitted  out  for  that  occafion,  and  kept  fo  long  as  the  dan- 
ger fliall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled  fliall  determine  otherwife. 

Article  7.  When  land  forces  are  raifed  by  any  ftate  for 
the  common  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of 
colonel  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  legiflatare  of  each  ftate 
refpedlively  by  whom  fuch  forces  fliall  be  raifed,  or  in  fuch 
manner  as  fuch  ftate  fliall  diredt  ;  and  all  vacancies  fliall  be 
filled  up  by  the  ftate  which  firft  made  the  appointmeat. 

Article  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expences 
that  fliall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  gene- 
ral welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs affembled,  fliall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  trea- 
fury,  which  fhall   be  fupplied   by   the  feveral  flatcs  in  pro» 

portion 
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portion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  ftate  granted  to 
or  furveyed  for  any  perfon  as  fuch  land  and  the  buildings 
and  improvements  thereon  (hall  be  eftimated  according  to 
fuch  mode  as  the  Unittd  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled  mail 
from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 

The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  {hall  be  laid  and 
levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legiflatures  of 
the  feveral  ftates  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
Spates  in  Congrefs  afTembled.  4 

Article  9.  The  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled  fhall 
have  the  iole  and  exclullve  right  and  power  of  determining 
en  peace  and  war,  except  in  the  cafes  mentioned  in  the  fixth 
article — of  fending  and  receiving  ambafl'ador6 — entering  into 
treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce 
fhall  be  made,  whereby  the  legiflative  power  of  the  refpecTtive 
ftates  fhall  be  reftrained  from  impofing  fuch  impolls  and 
duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own  people  are  fubjefted  to,  or 
from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  fpe- 
cies  of  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever — of  eftablifhing 
rules  for  deciding  in  all  cafes,  what  captures  on  land  or  water 
fhall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or 
naval  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  di- 
vided or  appropriated— of  granting  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal  in  time  of  peace — appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of 
piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  feas,  and  efta- 
blifhing courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally  appeals 
in  all  cafes  of  captures ;  provided  that  no  member  of  Con- 
grefs fhall  be  appointed  judge  of  any  of  the  faid  courts. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled  fhall  alfo  be  the 
lad  refort  on  appeal  in  all  difputes  and  differences  now  fub- 
filting  or  that  hereafter  may  arife  between  two  or  more  ftates 
concerning  boundary,  jurifdi&ion  or  any  other  caufe  what- 
ever ;  which  authority  fhall  always  be  exercifed  in  the  maiir 
ner  following  :  whenever  the  legiflative  or  executive  authority 
or  lawful  agent  of  any  Hate  in  controverfy  with  another 
fhall  prefent  a  petition  to  Congrefs,  Hating  the  matter  in 
queftion  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  fhall  be 
given  by  order  of  Congrefs  to  the  legiflative  or  executive 
authority  of  the  other  ftate  in  controverfy,  and  a  day  aflign- 
cd  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents, 
who  fhall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint  confent,  com- 
jnifhoners  or  judges  to  conitituts   a   court  for    hearing  and 

determining 
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determining  the  matter  in  queftion  ;  but  if  they  cannot  agree, 
Congrefs  (hall  name  three  perfons  out  of  each  of  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  lilt  of  fuch  perfons  each  party  fhall  al- 
ternately ftrike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the 
number  {hall  be  reduced  to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number 
not  lefs  than  feven  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congrefs 
fhall  direct,  fhall  in  the  prefence  of  Congrefs,  bf  drawn  out 
by  lot  ;  and  the  perfons  whofe  names  mall  be  fo  drawn  or 
any  five  of  them,  (hall  be  commifiioners  or  judges  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  the  controverfy,  fo  always  as  a  major 
part  of  the  judges,  who  fhall  hear  the  caufe,  mail  agree  in 
the  determination  :  and  if  either  party  fhall  neglect  to  attend 
at  the  day  appointed,  without  fhewing  reafons  which  Con- 
grefs  mall  judge  fufficient,  or  being  prefent  fhall  refufe  to 
ftrike  the  Congrefs  fhall  proceed  to  nominate  three  perfons 
out  of  each  ftate,  and  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  fhall  ftrike 
in  behalf  of  fuch  party  abfent  or  refufing  ;  and  the  judg- 
ment and  fentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed,  in  the  man- 
ner before  prefcribed,  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive  ;  and  it 
any  of  the  parties  fhall  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  cf 
fuch  court  or  to  appear  or  defend  their  claim  or  eaufe,  the 
court  fhall  nevertheleis  proceed  to  pronounce  fentence  or  judg- 
ment, which  fhall  in  like  manner  be  final  and  deciuve,  the 
judgment  or  fentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either 
cafe  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  and  lodged  among  the  acts  of 
Congrefs  for  the  fecurity  of  the  parties  concerned  :  provided, 
that  every  commiffioner,  before  he  fits  in  judgment,  fhall 
take  an  oath  to  be  adminiftefred  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
fupreme  or  fuperior  court  of  the  ftate,  where  the  caufe  fhall 
be  tried,  "  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter 
in  queflion,  according  to  the  belt  of  his  judgment,  with- 
out favour,  affection  or  hope  of  reward  :"  provided  alfo,  that 
na  ftate  fhall  be  deprived  of  territory  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States. 

All  controverfies  concerning  the  private  right  of  foil, 
claimed  under  different*  grants  of  two  or  move  ftates,  whofe 
jurifdidtions  as  they  may  refpect  fuch  lands  and  the  ftates 
which  paired  fuch  grants  are „adj lifted,  the  faid  grants  or  ei- 
ther of  them  being  at  the  fame  time  claimed  to  have  originat- 
ed antecedent  to  fuch  fettlement  of  jurifdidtion,  fhall,  on  the 
petition  of  either  party  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States, 
be  finally  determined,  as  near  as  may  be  in  the  fame  man- 
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ner  as  is  before  prefcribed  for  deciding  difputes  refpe&mg 
territorial  jurifdi&ion  between  different  ftates. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  mall  alfo  have 
the  fole  and  exelurive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  al- 
loy and  value  of  coin  ftruck  by  their  own  anthority,  or  by 
that  of  the  refpective  ftates — fixing  the  ftandard  of  weights 
?.nd  meafures  throughout  the  United  States — regulating  the 
tvade  and  managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  members 
«>f  any  of  the  ftates  ;  provided  that  the  legislative  right  of 
any  ftate  within  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated—* 
eftablifhing  or  regulating  po ft  offices  from  one  ftate  to  ano- 
ther throughout  all  the  I'nited  States,  and  exacting  fuch 
poftage  en  the  papers  paffing  through  the  fame  as  may  be 
requifite  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  faid  office— apppoint- 
ing  all  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  the  fervicc  of  the  United 
States,  excepting  regimental  officers— appointing  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  naval  forces,  andcommiffioning  all  officers  whatever 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Stales — making  rules  for  the  go- 
vernment and  regulation  of  the  faid  land  and  naval  forces  and 
directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled  ihall  have  authd* 
rity  to  appoint  a  committee  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 
to  be  denominated  "  a  committee  of  the  ftates,"  and  to  con- 
lift  of  one  delegate  from  each  ftate,  and  to  appoint  fuch  o- 
t-her  committees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be  neceffary  for  ma- 
naging the  general  affairs  of  the  United  States,  under  their 
direction — to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  prefide,  provid- 
ed that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  ferve  in  the  office  of  prefidenl 
more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three  years — to  afcer- 
tain  the  neceffary  (urns  of  money  to  be  raifed  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the 
fame  for  defraying  the  public  expences — to  borrow  money  or 
emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  tranfmitting 
every  half  year  to  the  refpective  ftates  an  account  of  the  fums 
of  money  fo  borrowed  or  emitted — to  build  and  equip  a 
navy — to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make 
requifitions  from  each  ftate  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  fuch  ftate  ;  which  re- 
quifition  fhall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  legiflature 
of  each  ftate  fhall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raife  the 
men,  and  cloath,  arm  and  equip  them  in  a  foldier-like  man- 
ner, at  the  expence  of  the  United  States  j  and   the  officers 

and 
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and  men  fo  cloathed,  armed  and  equipped,  ftiall  march  to 
the  place  appointed  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled  :  but  if  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  afletnbled  fhall  on  confederation  of  cir- 
cumftances,  judge  proper  that  any  ftate  fhould  not  raife  men 
cr  fhould  raife  a  fmaller  number  than  its  quota,  and  that  any 
other  ftate  fhould  raife  a  greater  number  of  men  than  the 
quota  thereof,  fuch  extra  number  fhall  be  railed,  officered, 
cloathed,  armed  and  equipped  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
quota  of  fuch  ftate,  unlefs  the  legifjature  of  fuch  ftate  fhall 
judge  that  fuch  extra  number  cannot  be  fafely  fpared  out  of 
the  fame  ;  in  which  cafe  they  fhall  raife,  officer,  cloath, 
arm  and  equip  as  many  of  fuch  extra  number  as  they  judge 
can  be  fafely  fpared.  And  the  officers  and  men  fo  cloathed, 
armed  and  equipped  fhall  march  to  the  place  appointed  and 
within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  Stales  in  Congrefs 
aflembled; 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled  (hall  never  en- 
gage in  a  war  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  in  time 
of  peace,  nor  enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances,  ncr  coin 
money,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereof,  nor  afcertain  the 
fums  and  expences  neeeflary  for  the  defence  and  welfare  of 
the  United  States  or  any  of  them  ;  nor  emit  bills,  nor  bor- 
row money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  appro- 
priate money,  nor  agree  upon  the  number  of  veflels  of  war 
to  be  built  or  purchafed,  or  the  number  of  land  or  fea  forces 
to  be  raifed,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
or  navy,  unlefs  nine  ftates  affent  to  the  fame  ;  nor  fhall  a 
queftion  on  any  other  point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day 
to  day,  be  determined  unlefs  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled. 

The  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  power  to  ad* 
journ  to  any  time  within  the  year  and  to  any  place  within 
the  United  States,  fo  that  no  period  of  adjournment  be  for 
a  longer  duration  than  the  fpace  of  fix  months  and  fhall 
publifh  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  monthly,  except 
fuch  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alliances  or  military 
operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  fecrecy  ;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  ftate  on  any  queftion 
fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is  defired  by  any  de- 
legate ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  ftate  or  any  of  them,  at  his 
•r  their  requeft,  fhall  be  furnifhed  with  a  tranfeript  ©f  the 
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faid  journal,  except  fuel)  parts  as  are  above  excepted,    to  lay- 
before  the  legiflatures  of' the  feveral  ftates. 

Article  to.  The  committee  of  the  itates,  or  any  nine  of 
them,  fliall  be  authorifed  to  execute,  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 
fuch  "f  the  powe<s  of  Congrefs  as  the  United  Sates  in  Con- 
grefs afftmhled  by  the  confent  of  nine  ftates  fhall  from  time 
to  time  think  expedient  to  veft  thern  with  ,  provided  that  no 
power  be  delegated  to  the  faid  committee,  for  the  exercife  of 
which,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice  of  nine 
ttates  in  the  Congrefs  of  the'  United  States  affembled  is  re- 
tjaifite. 

Article  i  I.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and 
joining  in  the  meafures  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  admit- 
ted into  and  entitled  to  all  the  advantages- of  this  L'nion  :  but 
no  other  colony  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  fame  unlefs  fuch 
admifiion  be  agreed  to  by  nine  ftates. 

Article  12.  All  bilb  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed, 
end  debts  contracted  by  or  under  the  authority  of  Cohgrefs3 
before  the  affembling  of  the  United  States,  in  purluance  of 
the  preient  confederation,  fhall  ce  deemed  and  confidered  as  a 
charge  againft  the  United  Slates,  for  payment  and  fatisfac- 
tion  whereof  the  laid  United  States  and  the  public  faith  are 
hereby  iblemn.'y.  pledged. 

Article  15.  '  livery  ftnte  fliall  abide  by  the  determination's 
of  the  United  States  in  Corigrefs  affembled  on-  all  queftions 
which  by  this  confederation  is  fubmitted  to  them.  And  the 
articles  of  this  confederation  fhall  be  inviolably  obferved  by 
every' ftate,  and  the  Union  fhall  be  perpetual ;  nor  fhall  any 
alteration  at  any  | time  hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them  ; 
unlefs  iuch  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congrefs  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legiflatures  of 
every  ftate; 

Thefe  articles  fhall  be  propofed  to  the  legiflatures  of  all  the 
United. States,,  to  be  confidered,  and  if  approved  of  by  them, 
they  are  advifed  to  authorife  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  fame 
in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States;  which  being  done,  the 
fame  fhall  become  concliifive.' 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  and  ar- 
range the  articles  of  confederation  have  three  hundred  copies 
printed  and  lodged  with  the  feeretary,  to  be  fubjec~t  to  the 
future  orders  of  Corigrefs.     ■    ,;   •      ' 

Four 
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Four  o'clod,  P.  M. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  G.  Bryan,  vice-prefident  of 
the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate 
in  Congrefs,  together  with  fundry  papers  relative  to  Indian 
depredations  on  the  weftcrn  frontiers,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gtefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three ;  the  members  chofen  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Harvie 
and  Mr.  Harnet. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  abfence  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  col- 
lect  and  digeft  the  late  ufeful  difcoveries  for  making  molaffes 
and  fpirits  from  the  juice  of  corn  ftalks,  and  report  a  plan 
for  Communicating  the  faid  difcoveries  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  feveral  dates 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr. 
Roberdeau. 

Refohed,  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  Bradford,  dated 
Bofton  Oftober  the  16th  1777,  to  the  fecret  committee,  be 
transmitted  to  the  cloathier  general,  to  the  quartermafter 
general,  and  to  the  board  of  war  ;  that  the  cloathier  general 
without  delay  appoint  a  deputy  in  each  ftate  if  he  hath  not 
already  made  fuch  appointments  ;  that  the  cloth  for  foldiers 
cloathing,  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter  to  be  imported  into 
Bedford  for  account  of  Congrefs  be  delivered  to  the 
cloathier  general  or  his  order  ;  the  bales  of  tents  to  the 
quartermafter  general  or  his  order;  and  that  the  board  of 
war  give  directions  refpe&ing  the  arms  mentioned  in  the 
faid  leUer  ;  that  the  receipts  taken  on  the  delivery  be  forth- 
with tranfmitted  to  the  committee  of  commerce  ;  that  the 
cloathier  general  be  directed  immediately  to  give  orders  to 
his  deputy  for  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  to  receive  the  faid 
cloth  for  foldiers  cloathing,  and  procure  the  making  up 
the  fame  into  cloaths  there  or  elfewhere,  as  foon  as  may  be, 
and  to  forward  them  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to  general 
Washington's  army  ;  that  the  cloathier  general  alfo  write  to 
the  governor  -and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode  Ifland,  re- 
quefting  them,  in  cafe  the  perfon  appointed  by  him  as  his 
deputy  fhould  decline  ading,  to  appoint  a  fuitable  perfoa 
for  that  purpofe,  and  for  forwarding  the  cloathing  as  above 
directed  ;  and  the  faid  governor  and  council  are  requefted  to 
make  fuch  appointment  accordingly,  and  to  give  every  ne- 
ceffary  aid  to  the  above  important  bufinefs. 

The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  confider  tbe  applications  of 
foreign  officers,  &c.  report; 

"  That  they  have  had  under  confederation  memorials  of 
chevalier  Crenis,  monf.  Dorfet,  and  chevalier  de  la  Colombe, 
xvhich  were  referred  to  them  ;  that  although  they  are  fenfible 
of  the  zeal  and  good  intentions  of  the  chevalier  Crenis  and 
monf.  Dorfet  in  their  wifhes  to  ferve  the  United  States,  yet 
when  they  reflect  upon  the  circumftances  of  the  American 
army,  and  confider  that  the  number  of  officers  now  in  com- 
miffion  are  greatly  difproportionate  to  the  foldiers  to  be 
commanded,  they  cannot  venture  to  recommend  the  faid 
chevalier  Crenis  as  lieutenant  colonel  and  monfieur  Dorfet 
as  major  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  which  ranks 
are  refpe&ively  defired  by  the  gentlemen  aforefaid. 

That  considering  the  expences  thefe  gentlemen  have  in- 
curred, and  the  inability  ftated  by  monfieur  Dorfet  of  re- 
turning to  his  own  country,  they  fubmit  it  to  the  wifdom  of 
Congrefs,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  furnifh  the 
neceuary  aid  for  this  purpofe. 

That  with  regard  to  the  chevalier  de  la  Colombe,  for 
whom  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  requefts  a  captain's  com- 
million  in  the  American  fervice,  the  committee  think  the 
fame  may  be  granted. 

The  faid  report  being  read,  and  on  the  queflion  to  agree 
to  the  firft  paragraph, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  third  paragraph  being  read, 

Refolvedy  That  a  captain's  commiffion  be  granted  to  the 
chevalier  de  la  Colombe. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,   November  17,   1777. 

Mr.  Edward  Langworthy  and  Mr.  jofeph  Wood,  two 
of  the  delegates  from  Georgia,  attended  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  fol- 
lows. 

'*  State  of  Georgia.  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  Saturday  Ja- 
nuary the  7th,  1777.  The  houfe  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  continental  delegates,  when  it  appeared  that  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz.  Nathan  Brownfon, 
Edward  Langworthy,  Jofeph  Wood,  Lyman  Hall,  and 
George  Walton,  efquires.  A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 
James  Wood,  junior,  Ci.    H.  A." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dana,  a  delegate  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  Mr. 
Ellery,  a  delegate  from  Rhode* Ifland,  attended  and  took 
their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  fecond  para* 
graph  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  applications 
from  foreign  officers,  &c.  and  it  appearing  that  monfieur 
Dorfet  had  arranged  himfelf  and  ohtained  the  commiffion. 
of  lieutenant  among  the  officers  who  accompanied  Mr.  du 
Coudray,  and  who  on  the  :5th  of  September  laft  compofed 
therafelves  into  a  corps  of  volunteers  under  Mr.  du  Coudray, 
as  a  captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved,  That  two  hundred  dollars  be  prefented  to  mon- 
fieur Dorfet  as  a  gratification  for  his  fervices  and  expences 
in  America,  and  that's  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  in  his 
favour  on  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  at  the  Court  of 
France  for  nine  hundred  livres,  to  pay  his  paffage  to  France 
and  do  defray  his  expenoes  to  Paris. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confederation ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  chevalier  du  Portail  be  appointed  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  monf.  de  Launioy  and  monf. 
de  la  Radiere  to  that  of  colonel,  and  monf.  Gouvion  to  that 
of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  the 
faid  gentlemen  to  be  employed  as  heretofore  in  the  capacity 
of  engineers. 

Sundry  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  colonel  Kennon,  ac- 
companyed  with  letters  of  advice  of  the  14th  of  April  laft 
from  j.  Rutledge,  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  were  pre- 
fented to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  abfence. 

The  committtee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to 
accompany  the  articles  of  confederation,  brought  in  the 
following  draught : 

In  CONGRtSS,  York -Town,  November  17th,   1777. 

Congrefs  having  agreed  upou  a  plan  of  confederacy  for 
fecuring  the  freedom,  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  authentic  copies  are  now  tranfmitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  refpe&ive   legiflatures. 

This  bufinefs  equally  intricate  and  important  has  in  its 
progrefs  been  attended  with  uncommon  embarraffments 
and  delay,  which  the    moil  anxious   folicitude  and  perfe- 

vering 
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ven'ng  diligence  could  not  prevent.  To  form  a  permanent 
Union,  accommodated  to  the  opinion  and  willies  of  the 
delegates  of  fo  many  ftates  differing  in  habits,  produce, 
commerce  and  internal  police,  was  found  to  be  a  work  which 
nothing  but  time  and  reflection,  confpiring  with  a  difpofition 
to  conciliate,  could  mature  and  accomplish. 

Hardly  is  it  to  be  expected  that  any  plan,  in  the  variety 
of  proviiions  effential  to  our  union,  Should  exactly  corres- 
pond with  the  maxims  and  political  views  of  every  particular 
ilate.  Let  it  be  remarked  that  after  the  moft  careful  en- 
quiry and  the  fulleft  information,  this  is  propofed  as  the 
bed  which  could  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  all ;  and 
as  that  alone,  which  affords  any  tolerable  profpect  of  gene- 
ral ratification. 

Permit  us  then  earneftly  to  recommend  thefe  articles  to 
the  immediate  and  difpafiionate  attention  of  the  legiflatures 
of  the  refpective  ftates.  Let  them  be  candidly  reviewed 
under  a  fenfe  of  the  difficulty  of  combining  in  one  general 
fyftem  the  various  fentiments  and  interefts  of  a  continent 
divided  into  fo  many  fovereign  and  independent  communities, 
under  a  conviction  of  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  uniting  all 
our  councils  and  all  our  ftrength  to  maintain  and  defend 
our  common  liberties  :  let  them  be  examined  with  a  liberali- 
ty becoming  brethren  and  fellow  citizens  Surrounded  by  the 
fame  emiment  dangers,  contending  for  the  fame  illuftrious 
prize,  and  deeply  interefted  in  being  forever  bound  and  con- 
nected together  by  ties  the  moft  intimate  and  indiflbluble  ; 
and  finally  let  them  be  adjufted  with  the  temper  and  magna- 
nimity of  wife  and  patriotic  legiflators  who,  while  they 
are  concerned  for  the  profpetity  of  their  own  more  im- 
mediate circle,  are  capable  of  rifing  fuperior  to  local  attach- 
ments, when  they  may  be  incompatible  with  the  fafety, 
happinefs  and  glory  of  the  general  confederacy 

We  have  reafon  to  regret  the  time  which  has  elapfed  is 
preparing  this  plan  for  consideration  ;  with  additional  Soli- 
citude we  look  forward  to  that  which  mull  be  necefTarily 
Spent  before  it  can  be  ratified.  Every  motive  loudly  calls 
upon  us  to  haften  its  conclufion. 

More  than  any  other  confideration,  it  will  confound 
our  foreign  enemies,  defeat  the  flagitious  practices  of  the 
difaffe&ed,  ftrenglhen  and  confirm  our  friends,  fupport 
our  public  credit,    reflore  the  value  of  our   money,  enable 
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us  to  maintain  our  fleets  armies,  and  add  weight  and  re- 
fpedt  to  our  councils  at  home  and  to  our  treaties  abroad. 

In  fhort,  this  falutary  meafure  can  no  longer  be  deferred. 
It  feems  eflentiai  to  our  very  exiftence  as  a  free  people,  and 
without  it  we  may  be  conftrained  to  bid  adieu  to  independ- 
ence, to  liberty  and  fafety — bleffings,  which  from  the  juf- 
tice  of  our  caufc  and  the  favour  of  our  almighty  Creator 
vifibly  manifested  in  our  protection  we  have  reafon  to  expect, 
if  in  an  humble  dependance  on  his  divine  providence  we 
flrenuoufly  exert  the  means  which  are  placed  in  our  pow- 
er. 

To  conclude,  if  the  legiflature  of  any  Aate  fliall  not  be 
aflembled,  Congrefs  recommend  to  the  executive  authority 
to  convene  it  without  delay  ;  and  to  each  refpective  legifla- 
ture it  is  recommended  to  inveft  its  delegates  with  competent 
powers  ultimately  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  ftate  to  fub- 
fcribe  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  of  the 
United  ftates  :  and  to  attend  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  oa 
or  before  the  day  of 

On  motion  to  fill  up  the  blanks  with  "  firfl"  and  "  May 
next" 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maflachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New- York, 
New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 


} 


ay 

■  ay 

m 
no 


* 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North- Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Folfom,  ay 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Mr.  Dana,  no 

Mr.   Marchant,  no 

Mr.  Ellery,  no 

Mr.  Dyer,  no  I 

Mr.  Law,  no  > 

Mr,  Williams,  noj 

Mr.  Duane,  no  V> 

Mr.  Elmer,  no  \  no 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  no-) 

Mr.    Clingan,  noj 
Mr.   Rumfey, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr,  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.   Haivie, 
Mr.  Penri, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Langworthy,  no 
no 


no  ^  " 

no  >  no 

no  J 

no~) 

ns 
no  J 

no  j>  /z# 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
Vol.  III.  Ppp 


Mr.  Wood, 


1 


no 


Refohsd, 
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Refihed,  That  the  firft  blank  be  filled  with  *«  tenth,"  and 
the  fecond  with   "  March  next." 

It  was  then  moved,  after  "  next"  to  add  "  if  practice. 

ble;" 


ay  \ag 

ay 

ay  £ 

ay 

no 

no 

no  -t 

no  S-wo 

ay  J 

no  f  * 

no  [>  nt> 

no~\ 
>  no 

noy 

no  }>   * 

no~l 

no  >  no 

no  J 

no 

no 

no  |>  no 


no 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Roberdeaii, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.   Rum  fey, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Langworthy. 

Mr.  Wood, 
So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 
The  letter  being  agreed  to, 

Ordered^  That  thirteen  copies  be  made  out  figned  by  the 
prefidcnt,  and  forwarded  to  the  feveral  Mates,  with  copies  of 
the  confederation. 

Pour  o'Clock,   P   M. 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Dana,   Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Wood  be 
appointed  members  of  the  marine  committee,  in  the  room  of 
.thole  from   their    refpecr.ive  ftates,  who   are  abfent   or  have 
leave  of  abfence. 

Refolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
of  appeals,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  President,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Marchant  : 

Members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Dana  and   Mr.  Elle- 

Refoived,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  board  of 
war  i 

The 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachnfetts-Iky, 


Rhode-Iiland, 
Conne&icut, 


New  York, 

?\!ew  Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 

Maryland} 

Virginia, 


North -Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


y,no\ 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  J.  B.    Smith. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this   day  referred  being  poflponed 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,   November  \  8,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  I2th  from  general  Mifflin  was  read,  de- 
claring his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  which  Congrefs 
have  been  pleafed  to  make  of  him  as  one  of  the  new  board 
of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  brigadier  general  Hand  ;  one 
from  Archibald  Steel;  and  one  of  the  ill  from  j.  Boreman 
at  fort  Pitt,  to.colonel  G  Morgan  ;  one  of  the  10th  from 
general  Gates  at  Albany,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one 
of  the  6th  from  Hezekiah  Van  Orden,  with  an  affidavit  in- 
clofed ;  and  one  of  the  5th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of 
New- York  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  H.  Van  Orden,  with  the 
affidavit  inclofed,  be  tranfmitted  to  governor  Clinton  of  New- 
York. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ; 
whereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iflue  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquire, 
commiffioncr  of  the  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
favour  of  William  Henry,  efquire,  of  Lancafter,  for  ten  thou- 
fand  dollars,  for  the  purchale  of  (hoes  and  leather  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  faid  William  Henry  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofiah  Clarke,  efquire,  commif- 
fioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  marine  committee,  for  twenty  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  to  enable  Daniel  Tillinghaft,  efquire, 
to  pay  a  balance  due  to  the  commiffioners  who  built  the  fri- 
gates ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  four  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  brigadier  gene- 
ral du  Portail,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  fifty  dollars  be  paid  to  R.  H.  Lee,  efquire,  purfuant 
to  an  order  of  P.  Henry,  efquire,  governor  of  Virginia,  for 
the  tran fportation  of  the  baggage  of  baron  de  Kalb  from 
Williamfburgh  to  Yorktown,  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  baron  de  Kalb  : 

That  feven  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jonathan 
Elmer,  a  delegate  for  the  (late  of  New-Jerfey,  on  his  re- 
queft,  and  charged  to  the  faid  eftate. 

Four 
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Tour  o'clock,   P.  M. 

Whereas  Congrefs  is  informed  that  there  is  now  in  York- 
town  a  certain  John  Brown,  who,  after  the  enemy  took 
pofleffmn  of  Philadelphia,  came  out  of  that  city,  as  he  fays, 
on  private  bufinefs  and  obtained  leave  from  our  general  to 
pafs  into  the  country  ;  that  after  going  through  a  confidera- 
ble  part  of  this  ftate,  he  the  faid  John  Brown  returned  to 
Philadelphia,  and  is  again  come  out  without  a  flag  or  pafs 
from  any  general  or  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
pretending  that  he  is  charged  with  a  verbal  meflage  to  Con- 
grefs from  general  Howe  ;  and  whereas  fuch  conduft  admi- 
nifters  juft  grounds  of  fufpicion  that  he  is  employed  by  the 
enemy  for  purpofes  inimical  to  thefe  ftates  : 

Refolvea,  That  the  board  of  war  caufe  the  faid  John  Brown 
to  be  arretted  and  fent  under  guard  to  the  executive  .council 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  in  their  wifdom. 
may  deem   fit  and  proper. 

The  ieveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,     November  19,   I  777- 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  Ottober  from  E.  Hancock,  de- 
puty paymaRer  general  in  the  Eaftern  department,  with  his 
monthly  account;  one  of  the  id  inftant  from  B.  Hanifon, 
deputy  paymaiter  general  in  Virginia,  with  his  monthly  ac- 
count ;   were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  I  Ith  from  general  Sullivan  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  fort  Pitt  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Mr.  vice-prefident  Bryan's  letter  of  the 
14th. 

Ordered,  That  the  return  of  «rdnance,  &c.  taken  from  the 
enemy,  which  was  inclofed  in  general  Gates's  letter  of  the 
icth,  and  the  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  New- York, 
be  referred  to  a  committed  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr. 
Dana  : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Gates,  with  the  other  papers 
inclofed,   be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  lea- 
ther on  the  way  to  this  town  from  North-Carolina, 

Ordered* 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  purchafe  the  fame,  and 
take  meafures  to  have  it  made  into  ftioes  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army. 

Congrefs  having  received  information,  through  various 
channels,  that  the  American  foldiers  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  hath  made  prifoners  to  the  Britifti  army  under  command 
of  general  Howe,  are  now  imprifoned  in  Philadelphia,  and 
treated  with  fuch  fhocking  inhumanity  that  numbers  expire 
in  the  prifon  yard  for  want  of  food  ;  and  whereas  fuch  treat- 
ment of  the  American  prisoners  is  not  only  inconfiftent  with 
the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  but  totally  the  reverfe  of 
that  humane  treatment  which  the  Britifh  prifoners  have  uni- 
formly received  in  thefe  Mates. 

Refolded,  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  make 
ftrict  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  this  information,  and  ts 
report  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  poffible  the  refult  of  his  en- 
quiries. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  conlideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolvea,  That  David  Poe  be  appointed  quartermafter 
for  the  town  of  Baltimore  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  in  the 
room  of,  and  for  the  purpofe  for  which  Jared  Hopkins,  who 
declines  acting,  was  appointed. 

Refohed,  That  the  refolution  parted  the  2d  of  October 
lad,  for  fitting  twice  a  day,  be  repealed,  and  that  after  this 
day  Congrefs  fit  but  once  a  day ;  and  that  they  meet  pre- 
cisely at  ten  o'clock. 

The  committe  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  forwarded  to  William 
Palfrey,  efquire,  paymafter  general,  who  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

That  one  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  prefident, 
to  pay  exprefles  and  other  contingent  expcnces,  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  an  authenticated  copy  of 
this  order  (hall  be  a  fuflicient  voucher  to  the  treafurer  for  the 
payment  of  this  fum  : 

That  a  duplicate  warrant  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, junior,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general,  in  the 
Northern  department,  ifiue  on  the  loan  office  of  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,    for  two  hundred    thoufand   dollars, 

to 
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to  ferve  in  cafe  a  warrant  for  the  like  fum,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Tmmbull,  dated  the  1 6th  of  October  laft,  in  confequence  of 
an  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  fame  day  on  the  office  aforefaid, 
fhould  not  be  received  by  him. 

Four  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereup- 
on 

Refohfd,  That  the  cloathier  general  be  directed  to  deliver 
to  the  director  general  of  the  military  hofpitals,  the  depu- 
ty directors  general,  or  their  afiiltants,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fjck  and  wounded  of  the  feveral  departments,  a  proportion- 
able fhare  of  the  blankets,  fhirt.,  fhoes  and  {lockings  which 
he  fhall  from  time  to  time  procure  for  the  fupply  of  the 
army. 

That  the  director  general  of  the  hofpitals  be  authorifed 
to  caufe  ftoves  to  be  erected  in  the  different  hofpitals,  in 
cafe  he  (hall  think  fuch  a  mealure  will  conduce  to  make 
up  for  the  prefent  fcarcity  .  of  blankets  and  cloathing  or 
to  the  greater  comfort  of  the  fick ;  and  that  the  waggons 
annexed  to  the  hofpital  department  be  employed  as  much  as 
poffible  in  the  tranfportation  of  fuel  for  the  refpective  hof- 
pitals. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  major  general  Mifflin  to  colonel 
R.  H.  Lee,  on  the  fubject  of  the  quartermafter's  department, 
was  read  in  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  new  board  of  war,  fo 
foon  as  they  meet,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  a 
plan  for  conducting  the  bufinefs  of  the  quartermafter  gene- 
ral. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  the 
vice-prefident  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  letters  from  fort  Pitt, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and 
after  debate, 

Rrfofoed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed„ 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

T'h  u  r  s  D  A  v,     November    20,    1777. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the    report   of  the 
committee    on    the  letter   from  the    vice  prefident   of  Penn- 
fylvania, and   the  letters  from    fort  Pitt,  which   is   as   fol- 


lows 


That 
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That  an  inroad  has  been  made  on  the  weftern  frontiers 
»f  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania  by  fome  favage  tribes  of  In- 
dians, wherein  a  number  of  helplefs  people  have  been  cruelly 
maflacred,  and  the  peaceable  inhabitants  driven  from  their 
homes  and  reduced  to  great  diftrefs  : 

That  from  a  number  of  papero  (tiled  proclamations,  unde* 
the  hand  and  feal  of  Henry  Hamilton,  lieutenant  governor 
of  fort  Detroit,  left  by  the  Indians  where  they  committed 
their  murders,  and  of  which  there  is  one  now  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  from  other  information 
and  circumftances,  it  appears  that  thefe  favages  have  been 
inftigated  by  Britifh  agents  and  emiflaries,  and  particularly 
by  the  faid  H.  Hamilton  to  this  barbarous  and  murderous 
war — The  committee  apprehend,  that  fo  long  as  that  poffc 
continues  to  be  garrifoned  by  Britifh  troops,  who  are  re- 
ft rained  by  no  laws  of  humanity  from  ufing  every  means  to 
accomplifh  their  purpofe  of  fubjugating  thefe  ftates,  thofe 
frontiers  will  be  inceflantly  expofed  to  the  barbarous  ravages 
of  the  Indian  tribes  under  their  influence — That  by  means 
of  the  faid  agents  and  emiflaries,  a  dangerous  fpirit  of  dif- 
affection  has  been  excited  and  fomented  among  fome  woi  th- 
lefs  and  evil  difpofed  perfons  on  the  faid  frontiers,  who,  loft 
to  all  fentiments  of  virtue,  honor  or  regard  for  their  coun- 
try, have  been  induced  to  aid  our  remorflefs  enemy— -That 
the  Shawanefe  and  Delaware  Indians  continue  well  affected 
and  difpofed  to  preferve  the  league  of  peace  and  amity  en- 
tered into  with  us ;  for  which  reafon  they  are  threatened 
with  an  attack  by  their  hoftile  neighbours,  who  have  invaded 
us,  and  are  at  the  fame  time  expofed  to  danger  from  the 
attempts  of  ill  difpofed  or  ill  advifed  perfons  among  our- 
felves — The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  for 
the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  the  frontiers,  as  well  to  preferve 
the  public  faith  of  thefe  I'nited  States,  plighted  to  our  In- 
dian allies,  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  ought  to  be  taken 
to  fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  difaffeftion  among  our  own  deluded 
people,  to  repel  and  put  a  flop  to  the  hoftile  invafions  of 
our  enemies,  to  protect  our  Indian  allies  and  confirm  thera 
in  their  good  difpofition,  and  to  remove,  if  poffible,  the 
caufe  from  whence  all  the  evils  in  that  quarter  arife  :  where- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  three  commiflioners   be   appointed  to  re- 
pair without  delay   to  fort  Pitt  j    that   they  be  inftructed 

to 
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to  inveftigate  the  rife,  progrefs  and  extent  of  the  diflaf- 
fe&ion  in  that  quarter,  and  take  meafures  for  fuppreffing 
the  fame  and  bringing  the  deluded  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
duty. 

That  the  faid  commiffi oners  be  invefted  with  full  powers 
to  fufpend  for  mifconduct  any  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  employed  in  that  quarter,  and  appoint  o- 
thers  in  their  100m,  and  to  confine  in  fafe  cuftody  all  fuch 
officers  againft  whom  they  (hall  have  fatisfactory  proof 
of  being  offenders  againft  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  directed  to  cultivate  the 
friendship  of  the  Shawanefe  and  Delawares,  and  prevent 
our  people    from    committing    any    outrages   againft   them. 

That  they  be  empowered  to  engage  as  many  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Shawanefe  warriors  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  as  they  judge  convenient. 

That  they  be  empowered  and  directed,  for  effectually 
checking  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  to  concert  with  briga- 
dier general  Hand  a  plan  of  carrying  the  war  into  the  ene- 
my's country,  and  caufe  the  fame  to  be  executed  with  all 
convenient  difpatch. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  barbarous  incurfions  for  the 
future,  that  the  faid  commiffioners  be  empowered  to  caufe 
the  operations  of  the  war  to  be  extended  againft  the  JBritifh 
garriion  at  Detroit  and  its  dependencies,  provided  the  re- 
duction of  that  fortrefs  can  in  their  opinion  be  effected  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  whole  can  be  accomplished 
by  a  force  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  men,  exclulive  of 
Indian  auxiliaries. 

That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  legiflative  pow- 
ers of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania  to  inveft  the  commiffioners 
with  every  neceffary  authority  over  their  refpective  militias, 
to  empower  them  to  arreft  and  commit  for  trial  fuch  of  their 
refpective  inhabitants  on  the  weftern  frontiers  as  Shall  appear 
to  have  been  concerned  in  any  confpiracy  or  plot  againft  the 
United  States  ;  and  otherwife  to  afford  the  faid  commiffion- 
ers fuch  affiftance  as  Shall  be  neceffary  to  profecute  with 
■vigor  the  meafures  that  they  may  adopt  in  confequence  of 
thefe  refolutions. 

Refolded,  1  hat  general  Washington  be  requefted  to  fend 
colonel  William  Crawford  to  Pittsburgh,  to  take  the 
command,  under  brigadier  general  Hand,  of  the  continent- 
al troops  and  militia  in  the  Weftern  department. 

The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
colonel  G   Morgan  brought  in  a  report  :  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  cafe  of  colonel  G.  Morgan  he  included 
in  the  bulinefs  referred  to  the.  confideration  of  the  commif- 
fioners  who  are  to  be  appointed  for  various  purpofes  on  the 
Weftern  frontiers  :  that  in  the  mean  while  colonel  Morgan 
be  reftored  to  the  appointment  for  Indian  affairs,  and  that  he 
be  appointed  deputy  commiffaiy  general  of  purchafes  in  the 
Weltem  diftrid. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Alexander  Gillon  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiffioners  to  pro- 
ceed to  fort  Pitt,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Samuel  Wafhington,  Gabriel  Jones,  efquire,  and 
colonel  }.  Reed,  were  declared  to  be  elected. 

It  was  then  moved  whether  colonel  J  Reed,  being  elected 
by  ballot,  not  being  nominated  to  the  office  before  the  bal- 
loting was  gone  into,  is  elected  agreeably  to  the  ufage  and 
practice  of  Congrefs  ? 

Refolved  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Reed  being  then  nominated,  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  a  new  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Jofeph  Reed  was  elected. 

Refohed  That  the  hour  of  two,  P.  M.  be  fixed  upon  for 
the  time  of  adjourning. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Frid  ay,  November  21,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington  at  White- 
marfh,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  12th  from 
R.  K.  Harrifon,  expreffing  his  obligation  to  Congrefs  for 
the  honor  done  him  in  appointing  him  a  member  of  the  board 
of  war,  which  from  a  fenfe  of  his  being  unequal  to  the  va- 
rious important  duties  of  the  office,  he  wifhes  to  decline  ; 
one  of  the  13th  from  colonel  T.  Pickering,  declaring  his 
acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and  one 
of  the  nth  from  governor  Livingfton  of  New-Jerfey  ;  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  P.  Zantzinger  to  brigadier 
Wayne,  inclofed  in  general  Washington's  letter,  together 
with  fuch  part  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

Vox,.  III.  Q^q  q  That 
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That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  other 
papers  inclofed.  and  the  letter  from  governor  Livingfton,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Moore,  with  an  account  inclof* 
ed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,'  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  who 
are  directed  to  report  fpecially  thereon. 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Sharpfburgh,  and  a 
memorial  from  fundry  officers  prifoners  there;  alfo  a  petitioa 
from  John  Sumner,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  Silas  Deane,  efquire,  be  recalled  from  the 
court  of  France,  and  that  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs 
be  directed  to  take  proper  meafures  for  fpeedily  communi- 
cating the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  herein  to  Mr  Deane,  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
France. 

Refohed,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  chufing  a 
commiffioner  to  the  court  of  France  in  place  of  Silas  Deane, 
efquire. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  return  of  ord- 
nance, &c.  taken  from  the  enemy  and  the  letter  from  the 
council  of  fafety  of  New  York,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after  debate, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

S  A  t  u  R  D  A  v,  November  2  2,  T 777. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  colonel  G.  Morgan  was  read  ; 
whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  of 
Oftober  laft,  dire&ing  that  no  afliftant  purchafing  commilTa- 
ries  be  appointed  for  the  Weftern  diftricl,  be  not  extended 
to  the  temporary  appointments  of  fuch  officers,  and  that  the 
eommiflary  general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to  authorife  the 
deputy  commilTary  general  of  purchafes  for  the  faid  diftrift 
to  make  fuch  appointments  when  he  the  faid  commilTary  ge- 
neral fhall  judge  it  neceffary. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary  ge- 
neral of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Duer,  Mr«  Gerry  and  Mr.  Ro» 
\>erdeau. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,,  That  the  committee  attend  immediately  to  this 
bufinefs,  and  that  they  confer  with  general  Mifflin. 

A  letter  from  Monfieur  Crenia  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter  from  Charlotte,  wife  of  colonel  Antil,  was  read  : 

Ordered,    That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committeee  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report 
on  the  return  of  ordnance  and  (lores  taken  from  the  enemy 
fince  the  19th  day  of  September,  and  the  letter  from  the 
council  of  fafety  of  New  York,  report, 

**  That  there  is  no  mention  in  the  faid  return  of  ftandards, 
military  cheft,  medicines  or  tents;  that  the  quantity  of 
powder  is  very  fmall,  being  only  fifteen  barrels  grained  and 
two  barrels  mealed,  and  the  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition 
very  inconfiderable— that  the  mufkets  amount  only  to  four 
theufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  feven,  a  number  not  equal  to 
the  prifoners  who  furrendered  agreeable  to  the  convention  of 
Saratoga,  and  all  thefe  mufkets  are  returned  unfit  for  fervice 
—that  there  are  only  fix  hundred  and  thirty  eight  cartouch, 
boxes— that  the  number  of  the  bayonets  is  greatly  inferior 
to  the  muflcets,  and  thefe,  as  well  as  the  cutlaffes,  are  re- 
turned "  without  fcabbards"  or  belts  :  in  fhort  the  whole  re- 
turn feems  very  inadequate  to  a  well  appointed  army  and  to 
what  might  be  expected  from  the  anfwers  returned  by  lieu- 
tenant general  Burgoyne  to  the  firft  propofitions  made  by  ma- 
jor general  Gates  :  the  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion, 
that  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the  caufea  of  this  de- 
ficiency :  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  immediately  fend  an  exprefg 
to  general  Gates,  and  defire  anfwers  to  the  following  quefti- 
ons,  viz. 

What  is  become  of  the  ftandards  belonging  to  the  refpec* 
tive  regiments  in  general  Burgoyne's  army  ? 

Where  is  the  military  cheft  and  the  medicines  ? 

What  is  become  of  the  cartouch  boxes  ? 

How  comes  the  quantity  of  powder  and  cartridges  to  be 
fo  fmall  ? 

How  comes  it  that  the  number  of  mufkets  is  lefs  than  that 
cf  the  prifoners,  and  that  all  the  mufkets  are  unfit  for  fer- 
vice ? 

How  comes  the  number  of  bayonets  to  be  fo  greatly  infe- 
rior to  that  of  the  mufkets  ? 

',  Wher* 
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Where  are  the  fcabbards  and  belts  of  the  bayonets  and 
cutlafles  ? 

Was  there  any  de(lruc*tion,  wafte,  removal  ot  concealment 
of  the  arms,  tents,  colours,  treafure,  or  other  military  ftores, 
belonging  to  general  Burgoyne's  army,  from  the  time  the 
firft  propofal  was  made  on  the  13th  of  October  to  the  time 
of  the  fr.rrender  ? 

What  was  the  (late  and  condition  of  the  arms  and  military 
ftpres  when  received  by  general  Gates  r 

Were  the  arms  piled  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  conventi- 
on ?  if  they  were  not,  did  any  damage  neceffarily  accrue  in 
confequence  of  the  failure? 

And  that  general  Gates  be  directed  to  make  the  neceiTa- 
ry  enquiries  and  return  his  anfwers  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as 
puffible. 

Refolded,  That  it  is  not  to  be  underltood  that  the  embarkati- 
on of  the  troops  under  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  is  in  any 
wife  to  be  delayed  on  account  of  the  foregoing  queries,  if 
t  van  (ports  arrive  before  the  anfwers  are  returned  and  the  en- 
quiry directed  is  f;ni(hecl. 

On  confideriug  the  foregoing  report,    a  motion  was  made, 

*c  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  to  repair  im- 

mediately to  Albany  to  confer  with  general  Gates  on  every 
particular  refpedting  the  execution  of  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga en  the  part  of  general  Burgoyne,  and  that  as  the 
bafis  of  their  joint  enquiries  the  following  points  to  be  parti- 
cularly recommended  ;  and  then  the  queftions  to  follow  : 

New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom,  no  j  no 

Maflacliufetts-Bay,  Mr.  LovelJ,  no\ 

Mr.  Dana,      _  no  J  m 

Rhode-  I  (land,  Mr.   Ellery,  no  {  no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Law,  no\ 

Mr,  Williams,  noy 

New- York,  Mr.  Duef,  ay  \   * 

Fennfylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  nol 

Mr.   Clingan,  noy  :  ! 

Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  no  1 

Mr.  Rumfey,  no  y 

Virginia,  Mr.   R.  H.Lee,  nel 

Mr-  F.  L.  Lee,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Ha] vie,  no} 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  av~)     ■  •  ,  , 

n,      a         .,  r:\  divided* 

Mr.  Harnett,         no  J 

South- 
\ 
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South-Carolina  Mr.  Laurens,         720  }>  no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  |  no 

So  it  parted  in  the  negative. 

Another  motion  was  made,  after  the  words  "  and  return 
his  anfwer  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  poflible, ''  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph — "  And  whereas  it  is  probable  that  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  in  Albany  touching  the 
premifes  ;  refolved  that  major  general  Heath  be  directed 
to  collect  all  the  evidence  he  can  poflibly  procure  concerning 
the  ftatc  of  the  arms,  tents,  ftandards,  treafure,  medicines, 
and  other  military  ftores  belonging  to  general  Burgoyne's 
army,  before  propofals  were  made  for  entering  into  a  con- 
vention, and  whether  there  was  any  deftruction,  wade, 
concealment,  or  removal  of  any  of  the  above  articles  from 
the  time  when  general  Burgoyne's  firll  propofal  was  made 
on  the  13th  of  October  to  the  time  of  furrender  ;  and 
that  he  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  and 
properly  authenticated,  the  evidence  which  he  may  fo  col- 
lea." 

A  previous  queftion  was  called  for,  whether  that  queftion 
be  now  put, 

New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Folfom,         no 

Maffachufetts-Bay,      '  Mr.  Lovell,  '        no 

Mr.  Dana,  no 

Rhode  Ifland,  Mr.  Ellery,  no  j 

Connecticut,  Mr,  Law,  no  j 

Mr.  Williams,       no  J 

New-York,  Mr.  Duer,  ay  j 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.    Roberdeau,  no~\ 

Mr.  Clingan,       no] 

Maryland,  Mr.   Smith,  no'~\ 

Mr.    Rum  fey,       no} 

Virginia,  Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  no  t 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  no  >ne 
Mr.  Harvie,  no  J 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Penn.  no\ 

Mr.   Harnett,       no}"0 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,       no  )>  no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langwoithy,»0  j>  no 

So  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 

Congrefs  having  receired  information  that  the  infi- 
dupus  enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  en- 
deavoured to  propagate  in  Europe  falfe  and  groundlefs 
reports  that  a  treaty  had  been  held   between  Congrefs  and 

the 


I 


no 

* 

no 

no 


528      JOURNALS    OF    CONGRESS. 

the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  by  which 
it  was  probable  that  a  reconciliation  would  take  place  : 

Be  it  declared  and  refolved,  that  the  commiffioners  of  the 
faid  United  States  at  the  feveral  Courts  in  Europe  be  au» 
thorifed  to  reprefent  to  the  Courts  at  which  they  refpeclive- 
ly  refide,  that  no  treaty  whatever  has  been  held  between 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  or  any  of  his  commifiioner3  and 
the  faid  United  States  fince  their  declaration  of  independ- 
ance. 

And  whereas  the  caufe  of  thefe  United  States  may  be 
greatly  endangered,  unlefs  fuch  of  the  European  powers  as 
regard  the  rights  of  mankind  mould  interpofe  to  prevent  the 
ungenerous  combination  of  other  powers  againft  the  liberties 
of  the  faid  ftates  : 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at 
the  feveral  Courts  in  Europe  be  diie&ed  to  apply  to  the  re- 
fpective  Courts,  and  requeft  their  immediate  affiftance  for 
preventing  a  farther  embarkation  of  foreign  troops  to  Ame- 
rica, and'  alfo  to  urge  the  necefiky  of  their  acknowledging 
the  independance  of  thefe  ftates. 

Refolved,  That  all  propofals  for  a  treaty  between  the  king 
of  Great- Britain,  or  any  of  his  commiffioners,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  inconfiftent  with  the  independ- 
ance of  the  faid  ftates,  or  with  fuch  treaties  or  alliances  as 
may  be  formed  under  their  authority,  will  be  rejected  by 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States 
be  feverally  directed  to  communicate  to  the  refpective  Courts 
the  purport  of  their  firfl  and  fecond  refolutions,  when  they 
think  it  expedient,  and  to  fufpend  the  laft  until  upon  a 
general  confultation  of  the  commiffioners  a  majority  fhall 
judge  it  neceffary. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
board  of  treafury  of  the  19th;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior, 
efquire,  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the  Northern  depart- 
ment, be  augmented  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars 
per  month. 

That  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  allowed 
to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior,  efquire,  deputy  paymafter 
general  of  the  Northern  department,  for  his  paft  extraordi- 
nary fervices. 

Refolved,  That  the  former  board  of  war  be  authorifed  to 
proceed  on  the  bufinefs  of  that  department  till  fuch  time  as 
a  fufficient  number  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  war  office 
fhall  attend.  The 
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The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  the 
honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  committees  from  New-Hampihire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut  and 
New- York,  and  for  other  purpofes  mentioned  in  a  refolntion 
of  Congrefs  of  the  10th  of  September  laft,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideralion,  and  thereupon 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Puriued  by  the  injuftice  and  the  vengeance  of  Great- 
Britain,  thefe  United  States  have  been  compelled  to  engage 
in  a  bloody  and  cxpenfive  war.  Amidft  every  diftrefs  that 
may  befall  them,  it  will  be  their  confolation  to  appeal  to 
Heaven  for  the  rectitude  of  their  meafures  ;  fince  they  have 
had  recourfe  to  arms,  not  from  ambition  or  the  luft  of 
power,  but  to  refift  actual  invafion  and  boundlefs  rapine, 
and  to  fecure  the  common  rights  and  privileges  of  human 
nature— the  bleffings  of  freedom  and  fafety. 

Aided  by  venal  foreigners  and  domeftic  traitors,  the  war 
has  been  profecuted  by  our  implacable  foes  with  their  ut« 
mod  force  and  vigor,  and  aggravated  by  more  than  favagc 
barbarity. 

Congrefs  neverthelefs,  fupported  by  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  without  burthening  them  with  taxes  or 
pecuniary  contributions,  have  hitherto  raifed  all  the  neceffary 
fupplies  on  the  public  faith. 

To  maintain  our  fleets  and  armies  large  fums  have  been 
emitted  in  bills  of  credit,  and  the  lame  method  has  been 
embraced  by  the  refpective  ftates  to  anfwer  their  internal 
wants.  By  thefe  expedients,  our  paper  cuirency,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  folid  bafis  on  which  it  is  founded,  is  multiplied 
beyond  the  rules  of  good  policy.  No  truth  being  more 
evident,  than  that  where  the  quantity  of  money  of  any  de- 
nomination exceeds  what  is  ufeful  as  a  medium  of  commerce, 
its  comparative  value  mull  be  proportionably  reduced.  To 
this  caufe,  confpiring  with  the  arts  of  our  open  and  fecret 
enemies,  the  fhameful  avidity  of  too  many  of  our  profeffed 
friends,  and  the  fcarcity  of  foreign  commodities  are  we  to 
afcribe  the  depreciation  of  our  currency  ;  the  confequences 
to  be  apprehended  are  equally  obvious  and  alarming.  They 
tend  to  the  depravity  of  morals,  the  decay  of  public  virtue, 
a  precarious  fupply  for  the  war,  debasement  of  the  public 
faith,    injuftice    to  individuals,  and    the  deftrudion   of  the 

konor,  fafety  and  independence  of  the   United  States, 

Loudly 
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Loudly  therefore  are  we  called  upon  to  provide  a  feafonable 
and  effectual  remedy.  Bleffed  be  God,  they  are  not  irreme- 
diable. The  means  of  reprefiing  them  are  ftill  in  our  power. 
Let  the  virtuous  patriots  of  America  reflect  on  the  io- 
eftimable  value  of  the  prize  for  which  we  are  contending. 
Hitherto  fpared  from  taxes,  let  them  now  with  a  cheerful 
keart  contribute  according  to  their  circumftances.  Let  the 
fordid  wretches,  who  hhrink  from  danger  and  perfonal  fer- 
vice,  and  meanly  prefer  their  own  inglorious  eafe  and  emolu- 
ment to  the  good  of  their  country,  be  defpifed,  and  their 
Ill-gotten  wealth  be  abhorred  as  a  difgrace.  Let  the  ex- 
tortioners and  opprefTors  be  punifhed  ;  the  fecret  traitor 
dragged  to  light  ;  the  neceflities  of  the  army  attended  to 
and  relieved ;  and  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation  be 
reduced  ;  and  we  mall  foon  fee  the  public  credit  fully  efta- 
blifhed,  and,  with  the  continuance  of  the  divine  favour,  a 
glorious  termination  of  the  prefent  arduous  conflict 

To  promote  thefe  great  and  falutary  purpofes,  Congrefs, 
upon  mature  deliberation  and  with  the  molt  earneft  foliei- 
tude,  recommend  the  following  propofitions  to  the  legifia- 
tures  of  the  refpective  ftates  to  be  immediately  adopted  and 
carried  into  effect. 

I.  Refohed,  That  it  be  mod  earneflly  recommended  to 
the  refpective  dates  to  raife  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 778, 
commencing  on  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  by  quarterly 
payments,  the  fum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  taxes,  to 
be  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  refpective  ftates  in  the 
proportions  following,  viz. 

New  Hampfhire,         -  -       200,000  dolIarss 

Maffachufetts  Bay  -  820,000 

Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 


Plantations, 
Connecticut, 
New- York, 
New-  jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  - 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


100,000 

600,000 
200,000 
270,000 
620,000 

60,000 
520,000 
800, oco 
250,000 
500,000 

6o,coo 


5,000,000 


That 
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That  the  fums  to  be  affefTed  and  to  be  raifcd  mall  not  be 
confidered  as  the  proportion  of  any  ftate,  but  being  paid  in- 
to the  treafury  fhall  be  placed  to  their  refpedtive  credit, 
bearing  an  intereft  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum  from  the 
time  of  payment,  until  the  quotas  (hall  be  finally  afcertained 
and  adjufted  by  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  agreea- 
bly to  the  confederation  hereafter  to  be  adopted  and  ratified 
by  the  feveral  ftates.  And  if  it  fhall  then  appear  that  any 
ftate  is  affcfied  more  than  its  juft  quota  of  the  faid  tax,  it 
fhall  continue  to  receive  intereft  on  the  furplus,  and  if  lefs 
it  (hall  be  charged  with  the  intereft  on  the  deficiency  until 
by  a  future  tax  fuch  furplus  or  deficiency  (hall  be  properly 
adjufted. 

2.  Refoheif,  That  k  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  le- 
giflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates  to  refrain  from  further  emif- 
fions  of  bills  of  credit,  and  where  there  is  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  continental  bills  of  credit  for  the  purpofe  of  a  circu- 
lating medium,  forthwith  to  call  in  by  loans  or  taxes  and  to 
cancel  the  paper  money,  fmall  bills  fcr  change  under  a  dol- 
lar excepted,  which  fuch  ftate  has  already  emitted  ;  and  for 
the  future  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  war  and  the  fup- 
port  of  government  by  taxes  to  be  levied  within  the  year, 
or  fuch  other  expedient  as  may  produce  a  competent  lup- 

3.  And  whereas  the  obftruftion  of  the  courfe  of  juftice  in 
any  ftate  may  not  only  prove  injurious  to  its  citizens  but  alfo 
to  the  circulation  and  credit  of  the  currency  of  fuch  ftate 
and  of  the  United  States : 

Refohed  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
ftates  forthwith  to  take  effectual  care  that  juftice  be  duly 
adminiftered  within  their  refpeclive  jurifdiftions,  as  well  for 
the  recovery  of  debts  as  for  the  punifhment  of  crimes  and 
mifdemeanors  ;  provided  that  no  fuit  or  action  (hall  be  main- 
tainable for  the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of  thefe  United* 
States. 

4.  And  whereas  fignal"  advantages  have  arifen  from  the 
eftablifhment  of  continental  loan-offices,  on  which  Congrefs 
continue  to  place  great  dependence  ;  in  order  therefore,  as 
far  as  it  is  practicable  to  afcertain  the  fupplies  for  the  war 
which  may  be  raifed  in  the  feveral  ftates  upon  loan-office  cer- 
tificates. 

Refoheci,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures,  or, 
in  the  recefs  of  any  of  them,  to  the  executive  authority  of 
the  refpeclive  ftates  to  canfe  fubfcriptiona  to  be  opened  under 

Vo-«,  III-  Rrr  the 
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the  infpection  of  one  or  more  refpedtable  citizens  within 
each  town  or  di&ritt,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  lenders 
and  the  fums  they  are  willing  to  lend,  and  that  a  copy  of 
fuch  fubfcription  papers  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  delivered 
to  therefpective  commiflionersof  the  faid  loan -offices,  and  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  ;  provided  that  no  certificate 
fhall  ifTue  for  lefs  than  two  hundred  dollars. 

5.  Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures, 
or  in  their  recefs  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  refpe&ive 
ftates  of  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware,  refpedtively,  to  appoint 
commiffioners  to  convene  at  New-Havsn  in  Connecticut,  on 
the  15th  day  of  January  next  ;  and  to  the  ftates  of  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  North-Carolina  refpectively,  to  appoint  com- 
miffioners to  convene  at  Frederickfburgh  in  Virginia,  on  the 
faid  15th  day  of  January  ;  and  to  the  ftates  of  South-Caro- 
lina'and  Georgia,  refpedtively,  to  appoint  commiffioners  to 
convene  at  Charleftown  on  the  15th  day  of  February  next  ; 
in  order  to  regulate  and  afcertain  the  price  of  labour,  manu- 
factures, internal  produce*  and  commodities  imported  from 
foreign  parts,  military  (lores  excepted  ;  and  alfo  to  regulate 
the  charges  of  inn-holders  :  and  that  on  the  report  of  the 
commiffioners,  each  of  the  refpeitive  legiflatures  enact  fuita- 
ble  laws,  as  well  for  the  enforcing  the  obfervance  of  fuch  of 
the  regulations  as  they  (hall  ratify,  and  enabling  fuch  inn- 
holders  to  obtain  the  neceffary  fupplies,  as  to  authorife  the 
purchafing  commiflaries  for  the  army  or  any  other  perfon 
whom  the  legiflatures  may  think  proper,  to  take  from  any 
engrofiers,  foreftailers  or  other  perfon  poflefled  of  a  larger 
quantity  of  any  fuch  commodities  or  provilions  than  fhall  be 
competent  for  the  private  annual  confumption  of  their  fami- 
lies, and  who  fhall  refufe  to  fell  the  furplus  at  the  prices  to 
be  afcertained  as  aforefaid,  paying  only  fuch  price  for  the 
fame. 

6.  And  in  order  to  introduce  immediate  ceconomy  in  the 
public  expence,  the  fpirit  of  fharping  and  extortion,  and  the 
rapid  and  exceffive  rife  of  evety  commodity  being  confined 
within  no  bounds  ;  and  confidering  how  much  time  mult  un- 
avoidably elapfe  before  the  plan  diredled  by  the  preceding 
refolution  C2n  be  carried  into  effect, 

Refolved, 
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Refohed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  re- 
fpe&ive  legiflatures  of  the  United  States  without  delay,  by 
their  feparate  authority,  to  adopt  and  effectually  to  enforce 
a  temporary  regulation  of  the  prices  of  provifions  and  other 
commodities  for  the  fr.pply  of  the  army,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  (hall  judge  reasonable  ;  and  to  continue  in  force 
until  the  general  regulation  before  propofed  (hall  be  adopt- 
ed. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    November  24,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  brigadier  general  Hand  at  fort 
Pitt,  to  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war ;  one  of  the  nth 
from  colonel  Mafon  at  Williamfburgh  ;  one  from  brigadier 
de  Roche  Fermoy,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  two  from 
brigadier  Conway,  one  of  the  15th  inclofing  his  commiflion 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refign,  the  other  directed  to  C.  Car- 
roll,- efquirCi  or  in  his  abfence  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  ; 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Preefon  Boardoin,  inclofing  a  bill  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  W,  Kennon,  with  a  letter  of  advice  from 
J.  Rutledge,  efquire,  prefident  of  South  Carolina,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  That  they  have  had  a  con- 
ference with  general  Mifflin  on  the  late  eftabliftiment  mads 
by  Congrefs  for  conducting  the  war  department,  and  are  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion,  that  a  fufficient  number  of  commiflion  - 
ers  have  not  been  appointed  for  giving  due  weight  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  regulations  which  may  be  recommended  by  the 
board  and  adopted  by  Congrefs,  and  particularly  for  enabling 
one  of  the  board  of  commiffioners  to  vifit  from  time  to  time 
the  different  armies,  pofts  or  garrifons,  in  order  to  fee  that 
the  regulations  adopted  by  Congrefs  are  carried  into  exe- 
cution, and  to  examine  what  are  the  wants  of  the  army  and 
what  defects  or  abufes  prevail  from  time  to  time  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  :"    thereupon 

Refohed,  That  two  additional  commiffioners  be  appointed 
to  execute  the  department  of  the  war-office,  in  purfuance  of 

the 
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the  refohition  of  the  17th  of  October  laft,  and  that  any  three 
of  the  faid  eommiflioners  have  full  power  to  tranfadl  bufinefs  ; 
any  thing  in  the  former  refolutions  refpe&ing  the  board  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Willi- 
am Buchanan,  efquire,  commiflary  general  of  purchafes, 
dated  Yorktown,  November  the  21ft  177?,  report, 

*•  That  upon  conferring  with  the  commiflary  general  up- 
on the  fupplies  of  flour  for  the  army  in  the  middle  diltric\, 
he  informed  the  committee,  that  he  knew  of  no  other  ma- 
gazines ellablifhed  for  this  purpoie  than  thole  at  Lancafter 
and  Yorktown  ;  th.it  he  could  not  afcertain  the  quantity  of 
flour  therein,  but  fuppofed  the  former  contained  one  thou- 
fand  and  the  latter  five  thoufand  barrels  ;  that  to  tranfport 
thefe  to  the  camp  fome  teams  were  provided  and  perfons  em- 
ployed to  procure  as  many  more  as  were  neceflary  ;  that  thefe 
magazines  would  foon  be  exhaufted,  the  confumption  of  the 
army  being  about  two  hundred  barrels  a  day — that  if  by  ftor- 
my  weather  or  any  accident  the  teams  employed  in  this  buli» 
nefs  were  interrupted}  he  imagined  the  army  would  want 
bread — that  he  knew  not  where  tc  purchafe  flour,  as  a  fear- 
city  had  taken  place  in  Pennfylvania  from  the  backwardness 
of  farmers  to  threfh  out  their  wheat,  or  from  the  want  of 
tafks  by  the  draughts  of  coopers  in  the  militia  for  reinforcing 
the  army — that  from  the  middle  diltrift  be  had  hi6  prefent 
fupplies  of  beef'for  the  army — that  this  ref*urce  could  not 
be  tailing,  and  he  had  no  expectation  of  immediate  fupplies 
from  the  Kaftearn  and  Northern  diftri&s — that  he  bad  em- 
ployed fome  coopers  to  make  barrels  for  faking  pork,  but 
that  he  was  not  able  to  aflure  the  committee  that  a  fuffici- 
ent  number  of  thefe  means  would  be  procured*  and  that  no 
pork  was  yet  engaged,  as  the  feafon  was  not  arrived  for  this 
bufinef: — that  he  could  not  inform  the  committee  what 
or  whether  any  meafures  were  taken  by  the  governor  and 
council  of  fafety  of  Connecticut,  or  executive  council  of 
Matfachufetts  Bay,  to  fend  fait  up  the  North  river  agreea- 
bly to  the  requeft  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  of  0£tober  laLl 
—  that  if  fait  mould  be  lent  to  the  North  river,  he  did 
not  know  where  to  obtain  teams  to  tranfport  it  from  thence, 
as  fome  that  he  had  fent  to  camp  and  ordered  on  to  the 
river  wsre  employed  in  the  army  :  from  all  which  circum- 
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ftances  the  committee  apprehend  that  the  prefent  prof- 
peit  of  fupplits  of  provifion  for  the  army  in  this  diltrift 
is  very  precarious,  and  unlefs  more  effectual  meafures  are 
fpeedily  adopted,  difagreeable  confequences  muft  necefiarily 
follow.  1  hey  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  immedi- 
ate attention  of  Congrefs  to  this  buiinefs  is  neceflary.  and 
to  remedy  the  prefent  inconveniences  have  recommended  to 
the  c'ommiflary  the  advice  of  general  Mifflin,  namely,  "  to 
proceed  to  head- quarters,  and  hire  twelve  or  more  mills 
within  fix  miles  pfj  and  covered  by  the  army,  to  purchale 
or  impvefs  whtdt  in  the  fheaf,  if  the  farmers  cannot  be  pre- 
vjiicd  on  to  threfh  for  the  troops  ;  to  (olicit  the  general 
to  fpare  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  army  for  that 
pUrpofe  and  fet  the  mills  to  work  "  By  thefe  means  a  pre- 
sent fupply  may  be  obtained,  which  bad  weather  cannot 
pievent,  and  time  will  be  gained  for  eftablifhing  at  Pottf- 
grove,  Reading,  Lancafter,  &c.  magazines  of  flour  for 
thiee  months,  in  which  time  the  new  board  of  war  will  pro- 
bably take  up  the  bufinefs  and  give  proper  orders  for  the 
jupplies  of  the  next  campaign." 

The  committee  farther  report  H  that  the  com miflary  gene- 
fal  as  gone  to  camp  on  this  bufinefs,  and  that  they  have 
fecommended  to  him,  on  his  way,  to  apply  to  the  executive 
Council  or  aliembly  of  Pennfylvania  for  fuch  afiUtance  as 
/hall  be  neceflary :  all  which  they  fubmit  to  Congrefs," 
whereupon 

Refolvedf  That  Congrefs  concur  with  the  committee,  and 
approve  the  advice  given  and  the  meafures  taken  for  the  fup- 
ply of  the  army 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  for  providing  a  Sufficient  fupply  of  provi- 
£ons -for  the  army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr. 
Dyer,   *V-r.  Harvie,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  eftablifh- 
ing a  board  to  fuperintend  the  departments  of  the  commif- 
{ariesand  quartermafter  general,  report, 

That  as  a  board  of  war,  con  lifting  of  perfons  not 
members  of  Congrefs,  has  been  lately  eflablifhed,  and 
the  late  quartermafler  general  is  a  member  thereof,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  a  confiderablc  expenee 
may  be  faved  by  adding  to  the  board  2  perfon  acquainted 
with  the  commiflarial  bufinefs,  and  authorising  it  to  fuper- 
intend 
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intend  each  of  the  civil  departments  of  the  army  :  where- 
upon 

Re/ohed,  That  Congrefs  concur  with  the  committee. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    November  1$,   1777* 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  one  thoufand  dollars  he  advanced  by  the 
auditor  general  to  Nathaniel  Folfom,  efquire,  delegate  from 
New-Hampfhire,  on  his  application  ;  the  faid  Itate  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  be  advanced  by  the: 
auditor  general  to  the  chevalier  de  la  Colombe,  a  captain  in- 
the  army  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty -three  dol-, 
lars  and  6o-90ths  be  paid  by  the  auditor  general  to  Window" 
and  Ingraharn,  for*a  quantity  of  leather  purchafed  of  them.; 
by  William  Henry  for  public  fervice  ;  Mr.  Henry  to  be,' 
accountable. 

•  The  eommifiioners  for  building  (hips  of  war  in  Virginia? 
having  reprefented  to  the  marine  eommittee  the  neceffity  o£ 
a  guard  being  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  continental 
frigates  now  on  the  flocks  in  that  ftate,  againft  the  efforts1 
of  the  enemy's  (hips  of  war,  five  of  which  lie  frequently 
within  ten  miles  of  the  yard  where  the  frigates  are  build- 
ing, and  the  committee  having  taken  the  fame  into  con*' 
{'{deration,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  there- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be 
requeued  to  provide  fuch  a  guard  from  time  to  time  at  the 
continental  expence  as  may  be  deemed  necefiary  by  the  faid 
eommifiioners,  upon  confideration  of  circumftances  for  the 
protection  of  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  to  furnifli  the  faid  eom- 
mifiioners with  arms  and  ammunition  fufficient  to  enable 
the  men  working  in  the  yard  to  affift  the  guard  in  repelling 
any  attempt  that  may  be  made  by  the  enemy  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  frigates  aforefaid. 

Refahed,  That  the  eommifiioners  aforefaid  be  authbrifed 
to  prepare  a  few  lire  rafts  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  faid 
frigates,  it  being  reprefented  by  the  cjmmiflioners  that  fuch 
rafts  may  be  of  considerable  fervice  and  fixed  at  no  great 
ex  pence. 

Refehsd, 


NOTEMBE,      I777.  537 

Refolved,  That  for  the  purpofes  of  laying  in  provifions  am! 
other  expences  of  the  faid  yard,  an  order  be  drawn  oh  the 
loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committeee  or  their  order,  for  ten  thouiand  dollars,  to  be 
remitted  to  the  commifiioners  aforefaid. 

The  board  of  war   brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  publifh. 
in  general  orders,  that  Congrefs  will  fpeedily  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  merits  of  fuch  officers  as  have  diltinguiihed  them- 
felves  by  their  intrepidity  and  their  attention  to  the  health 
and  difcipline  of  their  men,  and  adept  fuch  regulations  as  (hall 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good  difcipline  into  the  army, 
and  to  render  the  fituation  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  with: 
refpect  to  cloathing  and  other  necefTaries  more  eligible  than 
it  has  hitherto  been. 

Refolved,  That  governor  Cafvvell  be  defired  to  appoint 
proper  perfons  within  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  to  purchafe 
with  fecrecy  and  difpatch  all  the  merchantable  leather  and 
deer  fkins  in  that  ftate  proper  for  making  fhoes,  breeches, 
faddles,  harnefs  and  military  accoutrements  :  that  he  be  de- 
fired  to  detain  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  manufactured  into 
fhoes  and  breeches,  within  the  fpace  of  four  months,  fending 
on  to  the  cloathier  general  at  Lancafter  in  Pennfylvania  the 
fhoes  and  breeches,  which  may  be  made  from  time  to  time, 
and  delivering  the  refidue  of  the  faid  leather  and  fkins  to  the 
order  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That  he  be  authorised  to  draw  on  the  treafury  for  fuch 
fums  as  (hall  be  neceffary  for  the  execution  of  this  bufinefs, 
and  tranfmit  the  accounts  of  the  prices  given  and  quantities 
purchafed  to  the  board  of  war  and  cloathier  general. 

A  petition  from  John  Simpers  was  read,  fetting  forth, 
••  that  his  brother  Thomas  Simpers,  of  Cascil  countv  in  the 
ftate  of  Maryland,  was  taken  into  cuftody  at  the  Head  of 
Elk  in  the  faid  county  about  the  firft  week  of  September 
laft,  on  fufpicion  of  having  dealt  with  the  Englifh  army  then 
at  Elk,  and  carried  to  the  American  army  then  in  the  De- 
laware ftate,  put  in  the  provoft  guard  and  fent  from  place  to 
place,  and  is  now  confined  in  Eafton  jail  in  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  praying  that  he  maybe  returned  back  to  Cascil 
county,  in  order  to  undergo  his  trial  for  the  fuppofed  offence  ;" 
whereupon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  genera! 
Wafhtngton,  and  that  he  be  dire&ed  to  give  orders  that  the 
prifoner  be  remanded  to  Caecil  county  in  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land,  there  to  undergo  his  trial,  agreeable  to  the  Jaws  of  that 
ilate  ;  the  prifoner  to  bear  the  expences  of  his  removal 

Refo/ved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire in  what  manner  the  department  of  the  cloathier  gene- 
ral has  been  executed,  and  report  fueh  regulations  as  they 
may  judge  necelfary  to  be  adapted  for  the  better  execution 
of  that  office  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Duer. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  feventy-eight  dollars  be  paid  to  Jean  Bap- 
till  Mourgens,  late  a  lieutenant  in  colonel  Livingfton's  re- 
giment, raifed  in  Canada,  as  a  recompence  for  his  extraor- 
dinary fervices  in  Canada,  performed  by  defire  of  general 
Sullivan,  and  for  his  expences  in  performing  the  faid  fer- 
vices. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,     November  26,   1 777. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Rrf'oived,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commonwealth, 
of  Virginia  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  re-inliil  the  foldi* 
ers  of  their  firft  nine  regiments,  whofe  times  of  fervice  are 
near  expiring,  and  in  failure  thereof  to  take  fome  fpeedy 
and  effectual  courfe  of  fupplying  their  places  in  the  conti- 
nental army ;  and  Congrefs  agree  to  allow  the  men  inlifting 
for  the  war  or  three  years  the  ufual  bounty  given  to  fuch  re- 
cruits. 

Refolved,  That  monfieur  Fleury,  in  confederation  of  the 
difinterelted  gallantry  which  he  has  manifelted  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  army. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquirtf, 
commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  in  favor  of  colonel  Ifaac  Melcher,  barrackmafter,  for 
ten  thoufand  dollars,    for  the   purchafe   of  wood,  candles, 

ftraw, 
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ftraw,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  barracks  ;  the  fald  I.  Melcher 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  one  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gib- 
fon,  efquire,  auditor  general,  to  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut,  the  fame  being  advanced  to  that  ftate  on  the 
application  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Law,  two  of  its  dele- 
gates ;   the  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  thirty-five  dollars  and  48-§}Oths  be  paid  by  John 
Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general,  to  Thomas  Hains  and  Fre- 
derick Severs,  invalid  foldiers,  late  belonging  to  the  invalid 
regiment,  difcharged  at  their  own  requeft,  for  two  months 
and  twenty- four  days  pay,  due  to  each  of  them,  as  appears 
by  colonel  L.  Nicola's  certificates ;  the  faid  colonel  Nicola 
to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  letter  from  S.  Hopkins,  efquire,  &c.  when 
the  feventh  article   was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

7.  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  large  quantities  of 
cloathing  which  have  feafonably  been  ordered  from  Europe 
for  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  fuch  have  been  the  ob- 
structions, from  a  variety  of  caufes,  that  an  adequate  fupply 
hath  not  been  imported,  and  it  is  become  necefTary  that  im- 
mediate provifion  mould  be  made  to  defend  the  troops  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  winter,  and  to  prevent  future  disap- 
pointments of  the  like  nature,  and  that  for  this  purpofe  the 
feveral  dates  Should  be  called  upon  for  affi fiance  5 

Refolded  therefore,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to 
the  feveral  Slates  from  time  to  time  to  exert  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  procure,  in  addition  to  the  allowances  of  cloath- 
ing heretofore  made  by  Congrefs,  fupplies  of  blankets,  Shoes, 
dockings,  Shirts,  and  other  cloathing,  for  the  comfortable 
fubfiftence  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  their  refpective  bat- 
talions ;  and  to  appoint  one  or  more  perfons  to  difpofe  of 
fuch  articles  to  the  faid  officers  and  foldiers  in  fuch  propor- 
tions as  the  general  officers  from  the  refpective  States,  com- 
manding in  fuch  army,  Shall  direct,  and  at  fuch  reafonable 
prices  as  Shall  be  aSTeSTcd  by  the  cloathier  general  or  his  de- 
puty, and  be  in  juft  proportion  to  the  wages  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers,  charging  the  furplus  of  the  coft  to  the  United 
States  ;  and  all  cloathing  hereafter  to  be  Supplied  to  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army  out  of  the  public 
Stores  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the  bounties  already 
granted,  Shall  be  charged  at  the  like  prices  :  the  furplus  to 
Vol.  il|  S  s  s  be 
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be  defrayed  by  the  United  States  :  provided  that  effectual 
meafures  be  adopted  by  each  ftate  for  preventing  any  com- 
petition between  their  purchasing  agents  and  the  cloathier 
general  or  his  agents,  who  are  feverally  directed  to  obferve 
the  inftruftions  of  the  refpe£tive  ftates  relative  to  the  prices 
of  eloathing  purchased  within  fuch  ftate  :" 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  part  of  the  report, 


divided* 


ay 


Mr.  Folfom, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rumfey, 

Mr.  Jones,  no~l 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ayi..,, 

Mr.  F.L.Lee,    «t*j*. 

Mr.  Hatvie,  no  J 

Mr.  Penn,  no  [ 

Mr.  Harnett,         no  \ 

Mr.  Laurens,         no  }>  no 

Mr.  Langworthy,«o"j 

Mr.  Wood,  no$M 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  eonfideration  of  the  report  be 
peftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maflachufe-tts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland:, 
Gonne&icut, 


New  York, 
Pennfylvania, 
Maryland  * 
Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 

South -Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Thursday,     November  27,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing 
copies  of  letters  that  paffed  between  him  and  general  Howe, 
relative  to  the  exchange  and  treatment  of  prifoners,  and  alfo 
rxtra&s  of  fundry  fentences  of  courts-martial  again  It  officers, 
was' read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  eonfideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  letter  from  S.  Hopkins,  efquire,  &c.  where- 
upon 8.  Refohedt 


November,    1777.  J41 

8.  Re/ohed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  fe- 
veral  dates,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  confiscate  and  make  fale  of 
all  the  real  and  perfonal  eitate  therein  of  fuch  of  their  inha- 
bitants and  other  perfons  who  have  forfeited  the  fame  and  the 
right  to  protection  of  their  refpeftive  ttates  ;  and  to  invert, 
the  money  arifingfrom  the  fales  in  continental  loan-office  cer- 
tificates, to  be  appropriated  in  fuch  manner  as  the  refpe&ivc 
ftates  (hall  hereafter  direct. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  cpniideration  of  the  reports  and  re. 
folutions  reflecting  the  new  boar  J  of  war,  and  colonel  Har. 
rifon's  letter ;  whereupon 

Refohed*  That  the  wifh  of  colonel  Harrifon  be  complied 
with,  and  that  he  be  excufed  from  ferving  as  a  member  pf 
the  board  of  war,  and  that  another  be  elected  in  his  {lead. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  coramijf- 
fioners  for  the  board  of  war,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Major  general  Gates,  Jofeph  Trumbull  and  Richard  Pe-= 
ters,  efquires,  were  elected. 

Re/ohed,  That  major  general  Gates  be  appointed  preijdent 
of  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  prefident  inform  major  general  Gates 
of  his  being  appointed  prefident  of  the  new  conltituted  board 
of  war,  expreffing  the  high  fenfe  Congrefs  entertain  of  th,e 
general's  abilities  and  peculiar  fitnefs  to  difcharge  the  duties 
of  that  important  office  ;  upon  the  right  execution  of  which 
the  fuccefs  of  the  American  caufe  does  eminently  depend  j 
that  he  inform  general  Gates,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Con- 
grefs to  continue  his  rank  as  major  general  in  the  army,  and 
that  he  officiate  at  the  board  or  in  the  field  as  occafion  may- 
require  ;  and  that  the  general  be  requefled  to  repair  to  Con- 
grefs with  all  convenient  difpatch  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  hi3 
new  appointment. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftppned» 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow.  p 

■ 
Friday,  November  28,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  T.  M'Kean  to  colonel  J.  Reed 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and   read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that 
they  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  judge  proper  in  confequence, 
of  the  intelligence  contained  therein. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed forthwith  to  repair  to  the  army,  and  in  a  private  con- 
fidential confultatien  with  general  Walhington  to  coofider  of 

the 
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the  beft  and  moft  practicable  means  for  carrying  on  a  winter's 
campaign  with  vigour  and  fuccefs — an  objeft  which  Con- 
grefs  have  much  at  heart — and  on  fuch  confultation,  with 
the  concurrence  of  general  Waftiington,  to  direct  every  mea- 
fure  which  circumftances  may  require  for  promoting  the  pub- 
lic fervice. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr. 
Jones. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  three  thoufand  and  eighty  dollars  and  72- 
*50ths  be  paid  by  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general,  to 
the  committee  of  commerce ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  ca- 
c©untable  : 

That  the  following  warrants  ifTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  ef- 
quire, commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, viz.  .. 

One  in  favor  of  James  Paxton,  affiftant  commifTary  of 
iiTues,  for  two  thoufand  dollars,  which  fum  was  advanced  him 
by  Mr.  Smith,  September  the  19th;  Charles  Stewart,  efquire, 
cornmifTary  general  of  iiTues,  to  be  accountable  : 

One  in  favor  of  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire,  continental 
treafurer,  for  ftxty  thoufand  dollars,  being  fo  much  put  into 
his  hands  by  Mr.  Smith  the  16th  of  O&ober  laft  ;  the  faid 
Michael  Hillegas  to  be  accountable  : 

One  in  favor  of  Blair  M'Clenaghan,  for  fixteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  dollars,  to  difcharge  an  order  of  the  conti- 
nental navy  board  on  William  A  hicks,  their  cafhier,  dated 
September  the  3d,  for  the  payment  of  two  fhips  purchafed 
of  the  faid  B.  M'Clenaghan  ;  the  navy  board  to  be  accounta- 
ble :  ■  . 

One  in  favor  of  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  general, 
for^forty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  and 
6o-90ths,  which  fum  the  faid  T.  Smith  advanced  at  fundry 
times  on  a  warrant  of  Congrefs  of  the  14th  of  September 
laft,  drawn  on  /Mr.  Gibfon  in  favor  of  the  executive  council 
of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  the  faid  J.  Gibfon  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  and  feventy  dollars  -be  paid  by 
John  Gibfon.  efquire,  auditor  -general,  to  the  delegates  of 
the  ftate  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  be 
confidered  as  a  part  of  the  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
ordered  to  that -ftate. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered*  That  warrants  ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,  for  the  following  fums,    viz. 

One  in  favor  of  the  board  of  war  for  fix  thoufand  dollars 
advanced  by  him  to  the  faid  board  the  28th  of  September 
laft,  for  the  life  of  the  Virginia  militia,  then  on  their  march 
to  join  general  Wafhington  j  the  faid  board  to  be  account- 
able. 

One  in  favor  of  major  William  Roberts,  for  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars,  advanced  the  ill  of  Oftober  by  the 
auditor  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  Culpepper  militia  from 
the  ftate  of  Virginia,  then  on  their  march  to  join  general 
Wafhington  ;  the  faid  major  Roberts  to  be  accountable. 

One  in  favor  of  Charles  Thomfon,  efquire,  for  fifty- 
feven  dollars  and  6-9oths,  for  the  pay  due  to  W.  H.  Houf- 
ton,  late  deputy  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  from  the  1  ft  to  the 
23d  of  September,  and  for  porterage  of  papers  of  Congrefs, 
eafks,  &c. 

One  in  favor  of  Jofeph  Nourfe,  deputy  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  war,  for  his  falary  from  the  10th  of  May  to  the 
10th  of  November  17775  for  three  hundred  and  ninety  dol- 
lars : 

One  in  favor  of  William  Govett,  affiftant  auditor,  for 
one  hundred  and  fixty-one  dollars  and  70-9Cths,  for  fun- 
dry  expences  with  two  waggons  and  the  hire  of  one  H© 
Yorktown  with  the  trtafury  books,  papers,  money,  &c. 
from  Philadelphia  to  Briftol,  and  round  by  Reading  to 
Lancafter,  with  his  expences  from  Lancaster  to  Reading 
and  from  thence  to  Yorktown,  by  order  of  Congrefs,  with 
the  waggons  that  had  the  public  papers,  and  his  expences 
from  Philadelphia  to  Briftol,  by  order  of  the  board  for 
money,  and  for  fundry  contingent  expences  at  Baltimore  laft. 
winter. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  trcafurer  in  favour 
of  William  Buchanan,  efquire,  commiiTary  general  of  pur- 
chafes,  for  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  three 
dollars  and  30-90ths,  for  an  advance  made  by  the  treafurer 
to  Colonel  John  Patten,  deputy  commiffary  of  purchafes 
at  reading,  the  25th  of  September  laft. 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  and  ftventy-five  dollars  bz 
advanced  to  brigadier  general  de  Roche  Fermoy,  for  threes 
months  pay  j  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  captain  Peter  Babb,  or  his 
order,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-feven  dollars  and  4J-9CHI1S, 
in  full  of  his  pay-roll  of  a  company  of  militia  from  Frederick 
county  Virginia,  fent  to  relieve  the  foldiers  of  the  1 2th 
Virginia  regiment,  garrifoned  at  fort  Pitt,  from  the  3d  of 
April  to  the  3d  of  June  following,  inclufive  ;  the  warrant  to 
iffue  on  the  auditor  general. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war,  for  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranf- 
mitted  to  William  Palfrey,  efquire,  paymafter  general,  he 
to  be  accountable, 

Refofoed,  That  the  falary  of  William  Gorett,  affiftant  au- 
ditor general,  be  augmented  and  that  henceforth  he  be  al- 
lowed the  fame  pay  as  a  commiffioner  for  auditing  accounts. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Commiffioner  in 
the  room  of  Silas  Deane,  efquire,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Adams  efquire,  a  delegate  in  Congrefs  from  Maffa- 
ehufetts-Bay,  was  elected. 

Refohed,  That  William  Carmfchael,  efquire,  be  appointed 
fecretary  to  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

Refnhed,  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  caufes  of  the 
evacuation  of  fort  Mercer  on  the  river  Delaware,  and  into 
the  conduct,  of  the  principal  officers  commanding  that  gar- 
rifon  :  and  th3t  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  enquiry. 

Rtfolved,  That  an  immediate  enquiry  be  made  into  the 
caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  againll  Rhode- 
liland,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  principal  officers  con- 
ducting fuch  expedition  ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  the  mode  of  conducting  fuch  enquiry. 

Refohed.  That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  lofs  of  forts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton,  in  the  ftate  of  New- Yorki  and  of 
fort  Mi'Hin^on  the  river  Delaware  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  into  the  conduit,  of  the  principal  officers  command- 
ing thole  forts  ;  and  that  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to 
caufe  this  enquuy  to  be  made,  and  to  tranfmit  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  to  Congrefs  with  all  poffible  difpatch. 

Refohed,  That  whenever  any  expedition  which  may  be 
undertaken  either  by  fea  or  hnd,  by  order  or  at  the  expence 
ofth  ■€*■  nited  States  fhall  fail  in1  the  execution,  or  whenever 
any  important  po!l,  fort  or  fortrefs,  garrifoned  and  defended 
st  the  fxpence  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  evacuated,  or 
.taken  by  the  enemy,  it  be  an  eftablifhed  rule  in  Congrefs  to 
inttitute  an  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  fuch  ex- 
pedition 


November,    i  777.  545 

pedition,  or  into  the  lofs  of  fuch  poft,  fort  or  fortrefs,  and 
into  the  conduct  of  the  principal  officer  or  officers  conducting 
the  expedition  fo  failing,  or  commanding  the  poll:,  fort  or 
fortrefs  fo  evacuated  or  taken  by  the  enemy  ;  the  enquiry  fo 
inftituted  to  be  conducted  in  fuch  manner  as  Congrefs  (hall 
deem  beft  adapted  for  the  investigation  of  truth  in  the  re- 
fpectivc  cafes. 

Refilled,  That  the  committee  for  conducting  the  enquiry 
into  the  caufes  of  the  evacuation  of  fort  Mercer,  and  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  againft  Rhode  Ifland,  coniift  of 
three ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for 
providing  a  fufficient  fupply  of  provifions  for  the  army, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Refolvcd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  forth- 
with to  Lancafter,  to  confer  with  the  general  aiTembly  of 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  on  the  beft  means  of  providing  imme- 
diate fupplies  and  of  eftablifhing  fufficient  magazines  of  flour 
and  pork  for  the  army  in  this  department ;  that  they  repre- 
fent  to  the  affembly  the  neceffity  of  obtaining  flour  and  pork 
barrels,  and  teams  to  tranfport  fait  from  the  North- River, 
and  report  thereon  as  foon  as  may  be. 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  23d  of  October  and  3d  of  November,  relative  to  the 
commifTary's  department,  be  tranfmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  governor  and  council  of  fafety  of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut, 
who  are  requefted  to  order  the  fait  to  be  fent  from  the  eaftern 
to  the  middle  diftrict  agreeable  to  the  refolution  firft  mention- 
ed, to  fuch  parts  of  the  North- River  and  to  the  care  of  fuch 
officer  or  perfon  there  as  they  fhall  judge  expedient,  and  in- 
form Congrefs  or  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  there- 
of; and  the  governor  and  council  aforefaid  are  farther  re- 
quefted to  take  effectual  meafures  for  fending  immediate  fup- 
plies of  cattle  to  the  army  in  the  middle  diftrict;  and  to  the 
prifoners  quartered  near  Bofton  ;  and  to  this  purpofe  they 
are  fully  authorifed  to  fuperintend  the  deputy  commifTaries 
general  of  purchafes  and  iffues  and  their  refpective  deputies 
or  affiftants  in  the  eaftern  and  northern  diftricts,  and  to  remove 
and  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  fuch  as  fhall  refufe  or 
■negletl  to  comply  with  their  directions. 

Refolved,  That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  take  effectual 
care  that  frefh  provifions  be  iffued  to  the  prifoners  in  the  eaft- 
ern diftrict,  and  that  the  fait  provifions  be  referved  for  the 
army  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  campaign. 

Kefihed, 
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Refolded,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  apply  to 
general  Howe  for  pafTports  to  convey  provifions  and  wood  to 
the  Britifh  and  German  troops  quartered,  agreeably  to  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bolton, 
and  that  he  fend  fuch  paffports  by  exprefs  to  general  Heath, 

Refohed,  That  the  comrciffary  general  of  ifTues  be  directed 
to  preferve  the  flour  barrels  of  the  army,  and  fend  them  by 
the  return  waggons  to  the  mills  from  whence  fnpplies  of  flour 
may  be  fent  to  the  army  ;  that  he  fave  the  pork  and  beef 
barrels,  and  as  much  of  the  fait  therein  as  can  be  collected, 
and  that  for  this  purpofe  he  employ  a  fuitable  number  of 
coopers,  and  iaform  Congrefs  of  his  proceedings  herein. 

Rifohed*  That  the  committee  to  repair  to  Lancalter  con- 
fift  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr. 
Penn. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
propofals  of  Alexander  Gillon,  efquire,  contained  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  20th   inftant,  report, 

That  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Gillon  on  the  fubject, 
and  are  of  opinion,  that  a  fum  of  money  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars  fhould  be  advanced  to  the 
faid  Alexander  Gillon,  efquire,  or  his  attorney,  annually 
for  three  years,  if  the  war  with  Great- Britain  (hall  continue 
fo  long  ;  the  faid  advances  to  be  made  by  this  committee  or 
fuch  other  as  may  hereafter  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
continental  commerce,  in  fuch  fums  and  at  fuch  periods  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  accomplishing  purchafes  of  fuitable  pro- 
duce or  other  articles  to  be  remitted  to  Europe. 

That  the  faid  Alexander  Gillon,  efquire,  or  his  attornies 
fhall  purchafe  all  the  remittances  they  make,  and  charter  or 
purchafe  (hips  fuitable  for  tranfporting  the  fame  to  Europe, 
on  the  belt  and  molt  frugal  terms  in  their  power,  and  under 
fuch  orders,  reltridtions  and  limitations  as  they  may  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the  committee  or  board  that  fu- 
p?i  intend  the  continental  commerce,  who  are  to  call  for, 
examine  and  infpeft  the  invoices  and  other  accounts  as  often 
as  they  fhall  think  neceffary. 

That  the  faid  Alexander  Gillon  fhall  forthwith  repair  to 
Europe,  and  purchafe  at  proper  places  fuch  cloathing,  arms, 
ammunition  and  other  articles  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  di- 
rected by  the  faid  ^committee  or  board  of  commerce,  to  the 
amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of  all  the  remittancesheor  hisattor- 
njesin  Europe  fhall  there  receive  from  his  attornies  in  America, 

fuch 
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fuch  articles  to  be  brought  on  the  beft  terms  and  fhinped  for 
thefe  United  States,  in  fuch  mips  or  by  fuch  conveyances  as 
may  be  moft  likely  to  arrive  fafe  the  faid  Alexander  pilloa 
to  conform  himfelf  in  tji  tranfadTuoh  of  this  bufinefs  to  f.hc 
inftructions  he  may  recetviE  "om  tine  to  time  from  the  com- 
mittee or  board  of  commerce,  to  which  he  is  to  give  regular 
advice  of  all  his  proceedings  : 

l  uat  the  cultornary  mercantile  commifllons  be  allowed  for 
purchasing  and  making  remittances,  and  on  the  fale  thereof 
in  Europe  and  a  commiflion  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  purchafe 
and  exportation  of  all  the  articles  ordered  from  Europe,  the 
faid  commifiions  to  be  the  only  compenfation  or  benefit  the 
faid  Alexander  Gillon  or  his  attornies  are  to  receive  or  de- 
rive to  themfelves  from  this  bufinefs,  biing  deemed  fully  equi- 
valent to  the  fervices  they  are  hereby  required  to  perform:" 
whereupon 

Refohed.  That  the  above  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
committee  of  commerce  be  authorifed  and  directed  to  enter 
into  a  contract  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  the  faid 
Alexander  Gillon,  efquire,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  and  terms 
thereof  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  queftion  as  follows : 

Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr-  Dana, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr,  Law, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   Rumfey, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  R.  H.Lee, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  Perm. 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  {>  ay 
T  1 1  The 


New  Hampfhire, 

Madachufetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 


New- York, 
Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Vol.  III. 


I    T19 

I 

i  >ns> 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no  }>  no 

aJ'l 
no  > 

<*y\ 


ay 

ayx 

ay  1  °y 
ay)  J 

ay 

no 
no 

qy*\ 

ay  J 
ay 

no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 


ay 


divided, 
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The  fevaral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  29,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  1 6th  from  general  Gates,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed  ;  one  of  the  27th  from  J.  Armftrong,  aid  dc 
camp  to  general  Gates,  who  brought  the  foregoing  difpatch- 
es  to  Reading,  and  was  there  detained  by  ficknefs;  and  one 
of  the  24th  from  W.  Shippen,  director  general,  at  Bethle- 
hem ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  general  Gates's  letter  be  fent  to 
general  Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pro- 
cure a  tranflation  to  he  made  of  the  articles  of  confederation 
into  the  French  language,  and  to  report  an  addrefs  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  &c.  &e. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  LotcII  and  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee. 

Rejohed,  That  general  Washington  regulate  the  rank  of 
major  general  Arnold,  and  brigadiers  general  Woodford  and 
Scott,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  12th 
inftant,  confirming  the  principle  adopted  by  the  board  of  ge- 
neral officers  on  the  19th  of  Augud  for  fettling  the  rank 
and  precedence  of  officers,  and  that  the  commiffions  of  thofc 
officers  be  called  in  and  cancelled,  and  new  commiffions  grant- 
ed them  in  manner  aforefaid. 

Refo/ved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
camp  be  inftru<5ted  to  intimate  to  general  Wafhington  that 
Congrefs  are  not  willing  to  accept  the  refignation  of  colonel 
Spotfwood. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Folfom  have  leave  of  abfence  for  a  few 
days  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  be  drawn  on  J.  Gib- 
fon,  efquire,  auditor  general,  viz. 

One  in  favor  of  colonel  David  Kennedy,  for  two  thoufand 
and  lixteen  dollars  and  76-90ths,  the  amount  of  fundry  pro- 
villons,  wood,  forage,  &c.  furnifhed  the  guards  to  the  Britifh 
prifoners  in  Virginia,  and  to  the  waggoners  of  the  marching 
militia  of  the  faid  (late  : 

One  in  favor  of  colonel  G.  Morgan,  for  one  thoufand  dol- 
lars, to  be  advanced  to  him  for  the  boat  department  at  fort 
Pitt. 

The 


December,    1777.  549 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    December  I,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  November  from  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  general  Howe, 
was  read. 

Congrefs  having  receired  information  that  general  Howe, 
er  general  Burgoyne,  by  his  direction,  means  to  apply  for 
leave  to  embark  the  troops  iurrendered  by  the  convention  of 
Saratoga  at  Rhode-Ifland  or  fome  part  of  the  feund,  which 
application,  if  made  and  complied  with,  may  be  attended 
with  confequences  highly  injurious  to  the  intcreft  of  thefe 
United  States : 

Re/ohed,  That  Mr.  prefident  inform  general  Gates,  the 
council  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  major  general  Heath,  that 
it  is  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  if  any  fuch  application  as  be- 
fore mentioned  13  made,  that  it  be  utterly  rejected,  and  that 
the  faid  troops,  when  they  do  embark,  muft  be  fhipped  from 
the  port  ftipulated  by  the  convention  of  Saratoga  and  no 
other. 

Re/ohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed,  it  is 
highly  ag*eeable  to  Congrefs  that  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
be  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  divifion  in  the  continental 
army. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to 
/hip,  with  all  difpatch,  four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco 
to  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
France,  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the  contract  thsy 
mention  in  their  letter  of  the  12th  of  March  laft  to  have  en- 
tered into  with  the  farmers  general  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  23d,  and  that  of  the  26th 
of  November,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the  letter  oiF 
November  16th  from  general  Gates,  with  the  feveral  papers 
inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifiue  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquire, 
commiflioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 
for  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  in  favor  of  JohnGibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  a  part  of  a  war- 
rant of  Congrefs  drawn  on   bim.  in  favor  of  the  executive 

council 
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council  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  the  faid  auditor  general  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  faid  Thomas  Smith,  efqu<re, 
in  favor  of  doctor  William  Shippen,  director  gei^'ii  of  the 
hofpital,  for  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  uie  of  his  depart- 
ment ;  the  faid  director  general  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  fifty  thoufand 
dollars,  in  favor  of  doctor  W'iliam  Shippen,  director  gene- 
ral of  the  hofpital,  for  the  ule  of  his  department,  and  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  efquire,  com  miliary  general  of  purchases, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble : 

That  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Benja- 
min Flower,  commifljry  ger ler'al  of  military  ftores,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  depariment,  an  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  :3ue  en  John  Gibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Taylor,  adjutant  to  chc 
Georgia  battalion,  commanded  by  colonel  White,  for  eight 
Lunc'red  dollars,  the  (fate  of  Georgia  to  be  accountable,  and 
the  money  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  that  directed  to  be 
fent  to  the  faid  ftate  : 

That  the  following  warrants  ifTue  in  favor  of  major  gene- 
ral Mifflin^-,  quartermafter  general,  amounting  to  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquire,  cemmiffioner  of  the 
levari  office  for  rhe  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  : 

One  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  efquire,  commiflioner  of  the 
loan  office  fcr  the  ftate  of  New-York,  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  dollars  : 

One  on  Jofeph  Borden,  efquire,  commiflioner  of  the  loan- 
office  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  for  one  hundred  thoufand 
dollars. 

And  one  on  the  continental  treafurer  for  one  hundred  thou- 
fand dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue    on  John  Gibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,    in    favor   of  Frederick  M'Donald,  a   fol- 
dier  diieharged  at  his  own  requeft,  from  the  invalid  regi- 
ment,, 
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ment,  for  eight  dollars  and  8o-90ths,  being  for  one  month 
and  ten  days  pay  due  to  him  as  per  colonel  Nicola's  certifi- 
cate ;  the  laid  colonel  Nicola  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  2,  1777. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  of  November  from  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  at  Lancaster,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That   the  fame  be  referred    to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  -being  made  for  recommending  to  the  (fates 
to  call  in  all  tf!e  paper  money  emitted  by  them  refpe&ively 
under  the  authority  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  after  de- 
bate, 

Refched,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
four. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr. 
Duer  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committe  appointed  to  procure  a  tranflation  of  the 
articles  of  confederation — to  prepare  an  addiefs  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada,  brought  in  a  partial  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Refohed,  That  a  cornmiffion  be  made  out  for  John  Adam?, 
efquire,  fimiiar  to  that  heretofore  granted  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  at  the  court  of  France. 

A  motion  was  made  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  money  : 

Refolded,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  thiee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Folfom,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr, 

Dana. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

adjourned  to  ten  °'clock  to-morrow. 

ednesday,  December  3,  1777. 
A  letter  of  November  the  ift  from  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
efquire,  at  Providence,  and  one  of  November  the  6th  from 
major  general  Spencer,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by 
him  to  Jofeph  Trumbull,  efquire,  late  ccmmifTary  general, 
and  Mr.  Trumbull's  anfwer ;  alfo  a  letter  from  general 
Spencer  to  governor  Cooke,  were  read. 

Ordered. 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  fuch 
parts  of  general  Spencer's  letter  as  relate  to  money,  and  the 
correfpondence  between  him  and  Mr.  Trumbull,  together 
with  the  letters  that  paffed  between  them,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

That  fuch  pail  of  general  Spencer's  letter  as  relates  to 
the  expedition  to  Rhode-Ifland,  together  with  the  copy  of 
the  letter  to  governor  Cooke,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  report  the  mode  of  conducting  an  enquiry  into 
the  caufe  of  the  failure  of  that  expedition. 

The  committees  to  whom  were  referred  the  motions  of 
yefterday,  brought  in  their  reports,  which  were  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

The  quantity  of  paper  money  iffued  to  defray  the  necef- 
fary  expences  of  the  war  having  at  length  become  fo  confi. 
derable  as  to  endanger  its  credit,  and  Congrefs  apprehending 
that  the  flow  operation  of  taxes  may  not  be  adequate  to  the 
prevention  of  an  evil  fo  pernicious  in  its  confequences^and  as 
experience  proves  that  the  method  of  paying  the  intereft  by 
bills  on  France  does  not  fill  the  loan-offices  fo  faft  as  the 
urgent  calls  of  war  demand; 

Rffohed,  That  the  commiffioners  at  the  courts  of  France 
and  Spain  be  directed  to  exert  their  utmolt  endeavours  to 
obtain  by  means  mod  effe&ual  to  the  end,  a  loan  of  two 
millions  iterling,  on  the  faith  of  the  thirteen  United  States, 
for  a  term  not  lefs  than  ten  years,  with  permifilon,  if 
practicable,  to  pay  the  fame  fooner,  if  it  fhall  be  agreea- 
able  to  thefe  ftates,  giving  twelve  months  previous  notice 
to  the  lender,  of  iuch  intention   to  return   the  money,  &c 

<KC. 

Whereas  it  is  the  uniform  practice  of  our  enemies  to  pur- 
fue  every  meafure  which  may  tend  to  diftra£l,  divide  and 
delude  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  ;  to  effect  which  pur- 
pofes  they  have,  among  other  arts,  promoted  affociations 
for  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  public  money  ftmck  under 
the  authority  and  fandtion  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
which  affociations  are  evidently  calculated  to  fap  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  the  continental  bills  of  credit  and 
in  thole  iffued  by  the  authority  of  the  refpeftive  ftates,  and 
to  furniih  a  medium  for  carrying  on  a  pernicious  and 
traiterous  commerce  between  the  enemy  and  the  citizens  of 
thele  ftates : 

JRe/bhed, 
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RefolveJ,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  Icgif- 
lative  authorities  of  the  rcfpeftive  ftates  forthwith  to  enact 
laws,  requiring  all  perfons  within  their  refpe&ive  ftates, 
who  may  be  poflefled  of  any  bills  of  credit  ftruck  under 
the  fandlion  and  authority  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
on  or  before  the  19th  of  April  1775,  forthwith  to  deliver 
in  the  fame  to  a  comrnifiioner  or  commiflioners  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  be  appointed  in  each  county  of  the  refpe&ive  ftates  ; 
authorising  fuch  commiffioner  or  commiffioners  to  give  in. 
exchange  for  any  fum  fo  paid  in,  continental  money  or 
bills  of  credit  of  their  refpeftivc  ftates ;  and  to  declare  in 
the  laws  fo  to  be  enacted,  that  all  bills  of  credit,  under  the 
defcription  above  mentioned,  which  (hall  not  be  fo  de- 
livered in,  within  fuch  reafonable  time  as  the  refpective  ftates 
ftiall  for  fuch  purpofe  limit,  fhall  thenceforth  become  utterly 
irredeemable. 

A  reprefentation  from  captain  W.  Peery,  of  Lewistown 
to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Co»grefs  and  read  ; 
whereupon 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  the  fituation  of  the  enemy's  fhips  and  forces, 
and  the  arts  and  number  of  the  malignants  in  the  county  of 
Suffix  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  have  rendered  the  operation 
of  the  civil  authority  there  utterly  ineffectual,  whereby 
it  has  become  not  only  effential  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
independency  of  that  ftate,  but  likevvife  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  that  the  moft  vigorous  meafures 
fhould  be  forthwith  purfued  for  reprefling  the  arts  and  vio- 
lence  of  the  open  and  fecret   enemies  of  thefe  ftates. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorifed  to  purfue 
fuch  meafares  for  fupporting  the  friends  of  America  in  the 
county  of  Suffex  in  the  ftate  'of  Delaware,  and  for  curb- 
ing the  fpirit  and  checking  the  evil  defigns  of  the  difaffected, 
as  they  fhall  deem  moft  effectual. 

Whereas  the  baron  de  St.  Ouary,  a  gallant  gentlemaR 
from  France,  engaged  as  a  volunteer  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  was  lately  by  the  fortune  of  war  made  pri- 
foner  by  the  Britifti  troops. 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  propofe 
to  general  Howe  that  the  baron  de  St.  Ouary  be  permitted 
to  return  from  captivity,  agreeably  to  the  practice  of  Europe 
refpecting  volunteers  :  if  general  Howe  fhall  refufe  this, 
that  it  be  propofed  to  take  the  baroa's  parole  for  his  en- 
enlargement 
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largement,  Congrefs  engaging,  when  an  exchange  take* 
place,  to  return  a  Britifh  officer  for  the  baron  de  St.  Ouary  : 
and  that  general  Howe  be  informed,  if  neither  of  tltefe 
propofitions  be  accepted,  that  it  is  expected  the  gentleman 
be  treated  as  a  prifoner  of  war,  having  refpe£l  to  .as  merit 
and  rank  in  the  French  army. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  ifTue  an  John  Gibfon, 
efquire,   auditor  general,  viz 

One  in  favour  of  colonel  George  Morgan,  for  three  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollais  and  8690th,  ad- 
vanced as  the  balance  of  his  account  for  building  boats, 
purchafing  canoes,  and  carpenters  wages,  &c.  at  fort  Pitt, 
cxcluiive  of  fifty  fix  pounds  two  (hillings  and  ten  pence 
half- penny,  charged  by  Thomas  Lawrence  as  a  commiffion 
on  goods  purchafed  by  him  for  the  faid  fervice,  and  for 
paying  carpenters  wages  ;  which  charge  is  referved  for  con- 
sideration ;  faid  colonel  Morgan  to  be  accountable  : 

One  in  favor  of  Thomas  Butler,  continental  armourer,  for 
eighteen  hundred  dollars,  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  his  depart- 
ment ,  he  to  be  accountable. 

One  in  favor  of  captain  W.  Peery,  advanced  for  the  ufe 
of  his  independent  company  ftationed  at  Lewiftown  ;  faid 
captain  Peery  to  be  accountable. 

One  in  favor  of  colonel  Thomas  Polke,  for  two  thoufand 
threr.  hundred  and  eighty  feven  dollars  and  72-90^5,  being 
the  hire  of  two  waggons  and  the  purchafe  of  one  waggon 
and  four  horfes,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Jofeph 
Thornburgh,  waggonmafter  general,  and  Jacob  Hiltzeimer, 
a 'rent  for  waggons ;  the  faid  fum  to  be  accounted  for  by 
major  general  Mifflin,  quartermaster  general. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  colonel  Thomas  Polke,  or  his  order,  for  fix  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  borrowed  from  him  by 
brigadier  general  Moore,  and  reprefented  by  the  faid 
brigadier  Moore  to  have  been  lodgeJ  in  the  hand  of  Wil- 
liam Kennon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  the  Southern  de- 
partment, a- appears  by  a  letter  from  the  faid  brigadier  to 
Congrefs,  dated  the  yth  of  February  laft,  and  a  bill  drawn 
by  him  on  the  continental  treafurer  in  favour   of    colonel 

Polke, 
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Polke,  for  the  faid  fum,  which  is  to  bear  intereft  from  the 
7th  of  July  laft,  when  it  was  tendered  for  payment,  and  to 
be  charged  to  the  executors  of  the  faid  brigadier  general 
Moore,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the 
direction  of  the  treafury  board  and  on  the  faith  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  :  that  the  bills  {hall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be 
of  the  fame  tenor  and  date  as  the  emifiion  directed  on  the 
7th  of  November  laft,  be' numbered  from  the  laft  number  of 
each  refpective  denomination  of  that  emifiion  progreffively, 
and  coniift  of  the  following  denominations  : 

15,384  bills  of     3     dollars 

15,384  do.    of    4     do. 

15,384  do.    of    5     do. 

15,384  do.    of     6     do. 

15.384  do.    of     7     do. 

15.385  do.  of  2  do. 
15,385  do.  of  8  do. 
15.385  do.    of  30     do. 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire« 
and  of  the  infpectors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the 
emifiion,  directed  on  the  20th  of  May  laft,  fhall  extend  to 
the  faid  one  million  to  be  emitted,  fubject  however  to  fuch 
directions  and  inftructions  as  the  board  of  treafury  may  judge 
expedient. 

Refolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  board  of 
treafury  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dana,  Mr,  Rumfey  and  Mr. 
Jones. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excufed  from  attending  the 
board  of  war,  that  he  may  attend  the  duties  of  the  treafury 
board. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Duane. 
have  leave  of  abfence. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  were  referred 
a  letter  from  the  prefident  of  South- Carolina  and  fundry 
other  papers,  having  taken  the  fame  into  consideration,  re- 
ported a  fpecch  to  the  Six  Nations  and  inftructions  to  the 
commiflioncrs  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Northern  department, 
which  were  taken  into  confederation  and  agreed  to  as  fol» 
lows  : 

Brothers, 

Sachems,  and  warriors  pf  the  Six  Nations ; 

Vol.  III.  U  u  u  The 
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The  great  council  of  the  United  States  call  now  for  your 
attention.  Open  your  ears,  that  you  may  hear,  and  your 
Hearts  that  you  may  underftand. 

When  the  people  on  the  other  fide  of  the  great  water,  with- 
out any  caufe,  fought  our  deftrudtion  and  fent  over  their  (hips 
and  their  warriors  to  right  againil  us,  and  to  take  away  our 
pofTeffions,  you  might  reafonably  have  expected  us  to  aflc  for 
your  affiitance.  If  we  are  enflaved,  you  cannot  be  free.  For 
our  ftrength  is  greater  than  yours.  If  they  would  not  fpare 
their  own  brothers,  of  the  fame  flefh  and  blood,  would  they 
fpare  you  ?  If  they  burn  our  houfes  and  ravage  our  lands, 
could  yours  be  fecure  ? 

But,  brothers,  we -acted  on  very  different  principles.  Far 
from  defiring  you  to  hazard  you  lives  in  our  quarrel,  we  ad- 
vifed  you  to  fit  rtill  in  eafe  and  peace.  We  even  entreated 
you  to  remain  neuter  :  and  under  the  fhade  of  your  trees 
and  by  the  fide  of  your  ftreams  to  fmoke  your  pipe  in  fafety 
and  contentment.  Though  preffed  by  our  enemies,  and 
when  their  fhips  oWlructed  our  fupplies  of  arms  and  powder 
and  cloathing,  we  were  not  unmindful  of  your  wants.  Of 
what  was  neceffaiy  for  our  own  ufe,  we  cheerfully  fpared 
you  a  part.  More  we  fhould  have  done,  had  it  been  in  our 
power 

Brothers, 
Cayugas,  Senecas,  Tufcororas  and  Mohawks  : 

Open  your  ears  and  hear  our  complaints.  Why  have  you 
liftened  to  the  voice  of  our  enemies  ?  why  have  you  fuffered 
Sir  John  Johnfon  and  Butler  to  miflead  you  ?  why  have  you 
afuited  general  St.  Ledger  and  his  warriors  from  the  other 
tide  of  the  great  water  by  giving  them  a  free  paffage  through 
your  country  to  annoy  us  ;  which  both  you  and  we  folemnly 
yromifed  mould  not  be  defiled  with  blood  i  why  have  you 
iuffered  fo  many  of  your  nations  to  join  them  in  their  cruel 
purpofes  .?  Is  this  a  fuitable  return  for  our  love  and  kindnefs, 
or  did  you  fufpeft,  that  we  were  too  weak  of  too  cowardly 
to  defend  our  country  and  join  our  enemies,  that  you  might 
come  in  for  a  (hare  of  the  plunder  ?  what  has  been  gained 
by  this  unprovoked  treachery  ?  what  but  fhame  and  difgrace  ! 
your  fooliih  warriors  and  their  new  allies  have  been  defeated 
and  driven  back  in  every  quarter  ;  and  many  of  them  juftly 
paid  the  price  of  their  rafhnefs  with  their  lives.  Sorry  are 
we  to  find  that  our  ancient  chain  of  union,  heretofore  (o 
flrong  and  bright,  fhould  be  broken    by  fuel)  poor  and  weak 

inftruments 
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jzvftruments  as  Sir  John  Johnfon  and  Butler,  who  dare  not 
/hew  their  faces  among  their  countrymen,  and  by  St.  Leger,  a 
flranger  whom  you  never  knew  !  what  are  become  of  the  fpirit, 
the  wifdom  and  the  juftice  of  your  nations?  is  it  poflibje  that 
you  mould  barter  away  your  ancient  glory,  and  break 
through  the  mod  folcmn  treaties  for  a  few  blankets  or  a  lit- 
tle rum  or  powder  ?  that  trifles  fuch  as  thefe  fhould  prove  any 
temptation  to  you  to  cut  down  the  ftrong  tree  of  friendfhip, 
by  our  common  anceftors  planted  in  the  deep  bowels  of  the 
earth  at  Onondaga  your  central  council  fire  .'  that  tree* which 
has  been  watered  and  nourifhed  by  their  children  until  the 
branches  had  almoft  reached  the  fkies  !  as  well  might  we  have 
expedited,  that  the  mole  fhould  overturn  the  vaft  mountains  of 
the  Alleghany,  or  that  the  birds  of  the  air  fhould  drink  up 
the  waters  of  Ontario  ! 
Brothers, 
Cayugas,  Senecas,  Onondagas  and  Mohawks.! 

Look  into  your  hearts  and  be  attentive.  Much  are  you- 
to  blame,  and  greatly  have  you  wronged  us.  Be  wife  in 
time.  Be  forry  for  and  amend  your  faults.  The  great  coun- 
cil, though  the  blood  of  our  friends,  who  fell  by  your  torn- 
hawks  at  the  German  Flats,  cries  aloud  againlt  you,  will 
yet  be  patient.  We  do  not  defire  to  deftroy  you.  Long 
have  we  been  at  peace ;  and  it  is  ftill  our  wifh  to  bury  the 
hatchet  and  wipe  away  the  blood,  which  fome  of  you  have 
fo  unjuftly  fhed.  Till  time  fhould  be  no  more,  we  wifh  to 
fmoke  with  you  the  calamet  of  friendfhip  around  your  cen- 
tral fire  at  Onondaga.  But,  Brothers,  mark  well  what  we 
now  tell  you.  Let  it  fink  deep  as  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and 
never  be  forgotten  by  you  or  your  children.  If  ever  again 
you  take  up  the  hatchet  to  ftrike  us — if  you  join  our  ene- 
mies  in  battle  or  council— if  you  give  them  intelligence,  or 
encourage  or  permit  them  to  pafs  through  your  country  to 
moled  or  hurt  any  of  our  people,— we  fhall  look  ©n  you  as 
©ur  enemies,  and  treat  you  a3  the  worft  of  enemies,  who  un- 
der a  cloak  of  friendfhip  cover  your  bad  defigns,  and  like  the 
concealed  adder  only  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  wound  us, 
when  we  are  moft  unprepared, 
Brothers, 

Believe  us  who  never  deceive.     If  after  all  our  good  coun- 
cil and  all  our  care  to  prevent -it,  wc  muft  take  up  the  hatchet, 

the 
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the  blood  to  be  fhed  will  lie  heavy  on  your  heads.  The 
hand  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  is  not  ftiort.  It  will 
reach  to  the  fartheft  extent  of  the  country  of  the  Six  Nati- 
ons ;  znd  while  we  have  right  on  our  fide,  the  good  fpirit, 
whom  we  ferve,  will  enable  us  to  punifh  you  and  put  it  out 
of  vour  power  to  do  us  farther  niifehief. 
Brothers,  Oneidas  and   Tufcororas, 

Hearken  to  what  we  have  to  fay  to  you  in  particular  : 
It  rejoices  our  Hearts,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  reproach 
you  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  Six  Nations.  We  have 
experienced  your  love,  ftrong  as  the  oak,  and  your  fidelity, 
uncheangeable  as  truth.  You  have  kept  fall  hold  of  the 
ancient  covenaRt  chain  and  preferved  it  free  from  ruft  and 
decay,  and  bright  as  filver.  Like  brave  men,  for  glory 
you  defpifed  danger — you  ftood  forth,  in  the  caufe  of  your 
friends,  and  ventured  your  lives  in  our  battles.  While  the 
fun  and  moon  continue  to  give  light  to  the  world,  we  (hall 
love  and  refpect  you.  As  our  trufty  friends  we  fhall  protect 
you;  and  (hall  at  all  times  confidcr  your  welfare  as  our 
own. 

Brothers  of  the   Six  Nations, 

Open  your  ears  and  liften  attentively.  It  is  long  ago  that 
ffi  explained  to  you  our  quarrel  with  the  people  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  great  water.  Remember  that  our  caufe  is  juft  ; 
you  and  your  forefathers  have  long  feen  us  allied  to  thofe 
people  in  friendfhip.  By  our  labour  and  induftry  they  flou- 
lifhed  like  the  trees  of  the  foreft  and  became  exceedingly 
rich  and  proud-  At  length  nothing  would  fatisfy  them,  un- 
Je-fs  like  fiaves  we  would  give  them  the  power  over  our  whole 
fubftance,  Becaufe  we  would  not  yield  to  fuch  a  fhameful 
bondage,  they  took  up  the  hatchet.  You  have  feen  them, 
covering  our  coafts  with  their  {hips,  and  a  part  of  our  coun- 
try with  their  warriors  :  but  you  have  not  feen  us  difmayed  ; 
on  the  contrary  you  know,  that  we  have  ftood  firm  like  rocks 
and  fought  like  men,  who  deferved  to  be  free.  You  know 
that  vve  have  defeated  St.  Ledger  and  conquered  Burgoyne 
and  all  their  warriors.  Our  chief  men  and  our  warriors  are 
now  fighting  againft  the  reft  of  our  enemies,  and  we  truft 
that  the  good  fpirit  will  foon  put  them  in  our  power,  or  ena- 
ble us  to  drive  them  sll  far  beyond  the  great  waters. 
Brothers, 

Believe  us  that  they  feel  their  own  weaknefs  and  that  they 
jtre:  tinabje  to  fubdue  the  Thirteen  United  States.     Elfe  why 
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have  they  not  left  our  Indian  brethren  in  peace  as  they  fir  ft 
promifed  and  we  wifhed  to  have  done.  Why  have  they  en- 
deavoured by  cunning  fpeeches,  by  falfhood  and  mifrepre- 
fentations,  by  (Irong  drink,  and  prefents  to  embitter  the  minds 
and  darken  the  underflandings  of  all  oar  Indian  friends  on 
this  great  continent  from  the  north  to  the  fouth,  and  to  en- 
gage them  to  take  vp  the  hatchet  againft  us,  without  any 
provocation  ?  The  Cherokees,  like  fome  »f  you,  were  prevail- 
ed upon  to  ftrike  our  people.  We  carried  the  war  into  their 
country  and  fought  them.  They  law  their  error,  they  repent- 
ed, and  we  forgave  them.  The  United  States  are  kind  and 
merciful,  and  wifh  for  peace  with  all  the  world.  We  have 
therefore  renewed  our  ancient  covenant  chain  with  that  nation* 
Brothers, 

The  Shawanefe  and  Delawares  give  us  daily  proofs  of  their 
good  difpofition  and  their  attachment  to  Us;  and  are  ready 
to  aflift.  us  againft  all  our  enemies.  The  Chickafaws  are 
among  the  number  of  our  faithful  friends.  And  the  Choclawe 
though  remote  from  us,  have  refufed  to  liften  to  the  per- 
fuafions  of  our  enemies,  rejected  all  their  offers  of  cor- 
ruption, and  continue  peaceable.  The  Creeks  are  alfo  our 
fteady  friends.  Oboylaco  their  great  chief,  and  the  refl  of 
the  fachems  and  warriors,  as  the  ftrongeft  mark  of  their 
iincere  friendfnip,  have  prefented  the  Great  Council  with  an 
eagle's  tail  and  rattle  trap.  They  have  defired  that  thefe 
tokens  might  be  fhewn  to  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies,  to 
convince  them  that  the  Creeks  a:e  at  peace  with  the  United 
States.  We  therefore  have  directed  our  commiffioners  to 
deliver  them  into  your  hands.  Let  them  be  feen  by  all  the 
nations  in  your  alliance,  and  preferved  in  your  central  coun- 
cil houfe  at  Onondaga. 
Brothers, 

Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  nations  ! 

Hearken  to  our  council.  Let  us  who  are  born  on  the  fame 
great  continent,  love  one  another.  Our  intereft  is  the  fame, 
and  we  ought  to  be  one  people,  always  ready  to  affifi  and 
ferve  each  other.  What  are  the  people  who  belong  to  the 
ether  fide  of  the  great  water  to  either  of  us  ?  they  never  come 
here  for  our  fakes  ;  but  to  gratify  their  own  pride  and  avarice. 
Their  buiinefs  now  is  to  kill  and  deftroy  our  inhabitants,  to 
lay  wafte  our  houfes  and  farms  The  day  we  truft  will  foon 
arrive,  when  we  lhall  be  rid  of  them  forever.  Now  is  the 
time  to  haften  and  fecure  this  happy  event.  Let  us  then  from 
thig  moment  join  hand  and  heart  in  the  defence  of  our  com- 
mon country.  Let  us  rife  as  one  man  and  drive  away  our 
cruel  oppreffors,     Henceforward  let  none  be  able  to  ieparate 
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us.  If  any  of  our  people  injure  you,  acquaint  us  of  it  and  yo^i 
may  depend  upon  full  fatisfa&io.n.  If  any  of  yours  hurt  us. 
be  you  ready  to  repair  the  wrong  or  punifh  the  aggrcflbr. 
Above  all  (hut  your  ears  againft  liars  and  deceivers,  who  like 
falfe  meteors  firive  to  lead  you  aftray  and  to  fetus  at  variance. 
Believe  no  evil  of  us  till  you  have  taken  pains  to  difcovcr 
the  truth.  Our  council  fire  always  burns  clear  and  bright  in 
Persnfylvania.  Our  commiffioners  and  agents  are  near  your 
country.  We  {hall  not  b*  blinded  by  falfe  reports  or  falfe 
appperances. 
Brothers, 
What  may  be  farther  necefFary  at  this  time  for  our  com- 
mon good,  you  will  learn  from  our  commiffioners,  who  fit 
•round  our  council  nie  at  Albany.  Hear  what  they  fay,  and 
treafure  it  up  in  your  hearts.     Farewell. 

From  our  Great  Council  Fire  in  Pennfylvania  the  2d 
day  of  December,    1777.     By  order  of  Congrefs. 

INSTRUCTIONS  to  the  commiffioners  for  I0. 
dian  affairs  in  the  Northern  department. 

The  glorious  fuccefies  of  our  arms  in  the  North,  and  the 
fevere  chaftifement  which  the  unfriendly  Indians  have  rer 
ceived,  will  difpofe  the  Six  Nations  to  dread  our  refentment, 
and  to  value  our  protection.  While  they  are  under  thefe  fm« 
preffiohs  will  be  the  proper  feafon  to  urge  them  to  fome  de- 
cifive  enterprize,  which  will  effectually  tie  them  to  our  caufe 
and  promote  the  public  fervice. 

Congrefs  have  therefore  lent  them  a  fpeech,  which  is  to 
be  communicated  to  the  different  nations,  and  their  feelings 
upon  it  attentively  watched  ;  and  every  poffible  advantage 
derived  to  the  dates  from  favorable  circum fiances. 

Congrefs  have  at  prefent  two  great  objects  in  view  from 
their  affiftance,  &c.    &c. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  H  u   R  s  D  A  Y,      December  4,    1 777. 
A  letter  of  the  30th  of  November  from  J.  Reed,  efquire, 
.was  read,  wherein  he  exprefies  his  defire  of  being  excufed 
from  the  office  of  commilfioner  to  the  weftern  frontiers  : 
Refohed,  That  he  be  excufed. 

A  ietter  of  the  lit  from    general  Wafhington,  and  one  of 
the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Varnum,  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  tveafury  on  the 
regulations  for  the  payment  of  the  army,  be  referred  to  the 
new  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon  Con- 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  experience  hath  evinced  that  the  laws  which  have 
been  enafted  in  the  ftate  of  Pennlylvania,  permitting  the 
furnifhing  of  fubftitutes  to  perform  militia  duty,  have  not 
only  tended  to  impede  the  march  of  the  militia  on  critical 
occafions,  but  likewife  to  impede  the  recruiting  fervice,  and 
to  encourage  defertions  from  the  continental  army  : 

Refolded,  That  it  be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the 
legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  forthwith 
to  repeal  the  claufe  in  the  faid  laws  which  permits  the  hiring 
ef  fubftitutes  to  perform  militia  duty  ;  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  impofe  and  lay  fuch  fines  on  thofe  perfons  who  neglect  or 
refufe  to  march  when  called  forth  on  duty,  as  the  faid  legifta- 
ture  mall  deem  adequate  to  perfonal  fervice  ;  the  fines  fo 
levied  to  be  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  granting  fuch  addi- 
tional bounties  to  continental  recruits  as  the  legiflature  may 
deem  expedient,  in  order  to  compleat  the  deficiencies  in  their 
quota  of  continental  troops. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire, 
auditor  general,  in  favor  of  Michael  Hillegas,  efquire,  for 
three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  being  for  cafh  he  advanced 
to  lieutenant  Allen,  and  the  price  of  a  horfe  and  chair  to 
convey  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  to  North-Carolina  in 
July  laft  ;  the  fame  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  and  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate. 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  auditor  ge- 
neral, in  favor  of  lieutenant  John  Allen,  for  ninety  dollars 
and6o-90ths,  the  balance  of  hisexpences  to  and  from  North- 
Carolina  with  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  to  that  ftate  ifc 
July  laft  ;  the  ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  the  fum  to  be 
confidered  as  a  part  of  the  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  or- 
dered to  that  ftate. 

That  a    warrant    ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  efquire,    auditor 

general,   in  favour  of  John  Brown,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  to 

,the  fecret  committee  from  March  18th,    1776,  to  July  21ft, 

1777,  at  fifty  dollars  a  month,  eight  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

A  memorial 
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A  memorial  from  John  Connolly,  a  prifoner  in  York- 
Town  gaol,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difmiffed. 

Refelved,  That  it  be  earneitly  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
tnres  of  the  dates  of  New  Hampfhire,  lViaffachufetts  Bay, 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  to  take  efie&ual  meafures  for 
the  prefervation  of  all  pine  timber  growing  within  their  re- 
fpeclive  territories,  which  may  be  fuitable  and  ufeful  for 
mails  or  other  purpofes  of  navigation,  and  for  preventing 
ap.y  wafte  or  deftruftion  of  that  valuable  kind  of  timber 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  December  5,   1 77 7. 

Mr.  Francis  Lewis,  a  delegate  from  New- York,  attended 
and  took  his  feat. 

A  letter  the  35th  of  November  from  general  Gates  at  Al- 
bany, with  fundry  papers  inclofed  relative  to  the  enemy's  re^ 
treat  from  Ticonderogaand  Mount  Independence,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  November  from  Captain  John 
Barry,  was  read,  in  doling  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial 
held  on  board  the  fhip  Lyon  the  25th  of  November  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  motion  being  made  and  for  fome  time  debated, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  fifty  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  JamesMeafe, 
cfijuire,  cloathier  general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ;  and 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquire,  cornmif- 
fioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  fa- 
vor uf  James  Meafe,  efquire,  cloathier  general,  for  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  for  both 
which  funis  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  cap- 
tain William  Peery,  for  recruiting  and  paying  an  independent 
company  to  be  Rationed  at  Lcwiftown,  agreeable  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  beard  of  war  ;  captain  Peery  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  that  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Maf- 

fachnfetts- 
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fachufetts-Bay,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  for  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  to  be  tranfm-itted  to  the  navy  board  at 
Bofton  ;  the  faid  marine  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on.  Jofeph  Clarke,  efquire,  commif- 
fioner  of  the  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  marine  committee,  for  fifty  thoufand, dollars,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  navy  board  at  Bofton  ;  the  faid  committee 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  eighty-four  dollars  and  48-901118  be  paid 
to  Martin  Breniery,  door-keeper,  for  his  attendance  from 
O&ober  the  4th  to  December  the  ift,  and  for  cleaning  the 
rooms,  &c.    .   .■     . 

That  one  thoufand  and :  ninety-four  dollars  be  paid  to 
Robert  Towers,  for  his  fervices  acting  as  commifiary  of  mili- 
tary (lores  and  continental  armourer  from  November  the  19th, 
1775,  to  May  the  19th,  1777,  agreeable  to  a  refolutiori  of 
Congrefs,  parted  the  1 8th  of  September  laft. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tpi- morrow, 

■  ■  r:    :■■■ 

Saturbay,   December  6,    1 777. 

A  memorial  trom  baron  de  Fry  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  .That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  after  debate,  .  . 

Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poft- 
poned.to  Monday. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    December  8,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Steven  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Failly,  with  a  letter  in 
his  favor  from  general  Gates  ;  alfo  a  petition  from  Michael 
Welfli  ;  were  read  :  , 

Ordered,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
.     Sundry  intercepted  letters  from    Owen   Jones,   junior,    to 
fundry  perfons  at  Lancafter,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Har- 
vie. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  that  Congrefs 
ihould  at  this  critical  juncture  be  well  informed  of  the  ftate 
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of  Europe  ;  and  whereas  Congrefs  have  refolved  that  the  ho- 
norable Silas  Dearie,  efquire,  be  recalled  from  the  court  of 
France,  and  have  appointed  another  comraiffioner  to  fupply 
his  place  there : 

Orderad,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  write  to 
{he  honorable  Silas  Deane,  efquire,  and  direcVhim  to  cm- 
brace  the  firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  America,  and 
upon  bis  arrival  to  repair  with  all  pofSble  dffjtetch  to  Con- 
grefs. 

Congrefs. refumed  the  confederation  of  the  report  from  the 
board  of  war  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhingon  be  informed,  that  ge- 
neral Howe's  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  14th  and  23d  of  No- 
vember, remonftrating  againft  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
American  prifoners,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  by  no  means 
explicit  and  fatisfactory ;  fince  it  does  not  invalidate  the  truth 
of  the  depofitions  of  Jofeph  Cloyd  and  William  Dewees,  ci- 
tizens of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  ftrongly 
implies  general  Howe's  intentions  of  making  a  diftin&ion  in 
treatment  betwen  perfons  taken  in  arms  and  the  faithful  and 
liege  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  who  by  ftratagem  or  the  for- 
tune of  war  may  fall  into  His  power-- an  intention  not  only 
fubverfive  of  the  principles  of  humanity,  but  iriconfiftent 
with  the  fpirit  of  general  HoweV  former  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeft,  as  expreffed  in  his  letter  dated  Staten-Ifland,  Auguffc 
the  ift  1776,  viz.  "  wiftiing  fzneerely  to  give  relief  to  the 
diftreiTes  of  all  prifoners,  I  (hall  readily  confent  to  the  mode 
of  exchange  you  are  pleafed  to  propofe,  viz.  officers  for  offi- 
cers oF  equal  rank — foldier  for  foldier — citizen  for  citizen,-— 
the  choice  to  be  made  by  the  refpe&ive  commanders  for  their 
ewn  officers  and  men." 

It  was  then  moved  "  that  general  Wafhington  be  direct- 
ed to  demand  of  geHeral  Howe  a  fpeedy  and  explicit  expla- 
nation of  the  line  of  conduit  which  he  hath  adopted  and  means 
to  obferve  in  future  to  fuch  perfons,  whether  officers,  foldiers 
or  citizens  of  thefe  Hates,  as  may  be  fubjefted  to  his  pow- 
er :" 

On  motion  refolved,  That  the  confederation  thereof  be 
poftponcd  to  Monday  next : 


New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folfom,  ay  \  ay 

Zh 

ay\ay 
Connecticut, 


MaiTachufetts-Bay,       Mr.  Lovell,  ayl 

Mr.  Dana,  ayy* 

Rhode-Ifland,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  {>  ay 
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Conne&icut,  Mr.  Dyer* 

New.  York,  Mr,  Dyer, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Rumfey, 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
North-.CaroIfa,  Mr.  Harnett, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  \  m 

1  he  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Lancaster,  to  con- 
fer with  the  general  afTembly  of  Pennfylvania,  report,  that 
they  have  executed  the  bufinefs  committed  to  them,  and  betr 
leave  to  refer  Congrefs  to  the  refolves  ©f  the  faid  affembly, 
paired  the  2d  and  6th  inftant,  accompanying  this  report-, 
that  they  have  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  governor  Clinton  to 
be  informed  whether  the  fait  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  North 
nver  is  arrived  there,  in  order  to  regulate  the  movements  of 
the  waggons  to  bring  it  forward.*' 

^  Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ♦ake 
intoconfideration  the  ftate  of  thofe  counties  in  the  ftates  of 
Pennfylvania,  New-Jerfey  and  Delaware,  which  border  on 
the  enemy,  or  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  general  Wafhinff- 
ton's  army,  and  report  the  raoft  effedual  and  vigorous  mea- 
fure?  for  fubfifting  the  army  under  the  command  of  general 
Walhington,  and  diftreffing  that  of  the  enemy  ; 
wT!i,e  members  <*ofen  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Dana. 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

A  letter  from  the  vifcoant  de  Mauroy  at  Bofton,  and  one 
of  the  6th  from  the  eomraittee  at  camp,  were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  9,  1777. 
An  application  from  Mrs.  Dugan,  and  a  bill  of  exchange 
drawn  by  Abraham  Livingfton  in  behaif  of  himfelf  and  Wil- 
liam Turnbull,  at  Bofton,  the  17th  of  June  1 777,  ,*n  fa- 
vor of  captain  Pierre  de  Campe,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  correspondence 
that  paired  between  them  and  the  fupreme  executive  council 
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of  Penfylvania,  relative  to  the  fupplying  the  hofpital  and  ar- 
my with  blankets  and  cloathing  ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  legiflature  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania  be  informed*  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs 
the  means  which  have  been  purfued  in  confequence  of  the  or- 
dinance of  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  8th  of  November  i  777, 
have  by  no  means  been  adequate  to  the  laudable  defign  the 
council  had  in  view  : 

That  the  Situation  of  the  army  and  of  the  hofpitals  for 
want  of  blankets  and  other  cloathing  is  really  deplorable, 
and  if  not  fpeedily  remedied,  mull  be  attended  with  the  moft 
prejudicial  confequences  not  only  to  this  ftate  but  to  the  ge- 
neral intereft  : 

That  Congrefs  therefore  fubmit  to  the  aflembly  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,  whether  under  thefe  critical,  diftrefiing  cir- 
cumftances,  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  veft  the  continental 
board  of  war,  or  fuch  perfons  as  the  faid  board  may  for  that 
purpofe  appoint,  with  full  powers  to  colledl  cloathing,  blank- 
ets, &c.  agreeably  to  the  reftridtions  in  the  ordinance  of 
council  of  November  the  8th   1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  tranfnait  the  foregoing 
refolution    to  the  legiflature  aforefaid. 

A  motion  being  made  to  recommend  it  to  funelry  ftates 
to  offer  pardons  and  give  encouragement  to  fuch  of  the  mem. 
bers  of  their  refpective  Hates  a3  they  judge  proper,  who, 
having  joined  the  enemy,  are  willing  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr, 
Duer  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  intercepted  let- 
ters from  Owen  Jones,  junior,  to  fundry  perfons  at  Lancafter, 
broHght  in  a  report,  and  defired  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Congrefs  took  into  confidtration  the  report  ;  whereup- 
on 

Refofoed,  That  the  letters  from  Owen  Jones,  junior,  a  pri- 
foner  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  confined  at 
Wincheftcr  in  Virginia,  to  fundry  perfons  at  Lancafter,  be 
tranfmitted  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  prefident  of  the  fu- 
preme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Peanfylvania  ;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive   anthority  of  the 

faid 
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faid  ftate  to  take  fuch  meafures  on  the  premifes  as  they  in. 
their  wifdom  (hall  deem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refofoed,  That  the  prefident  write  letters  to  the  feveral 
ftates  of  Conne&icut,  New- York,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland 
and  South-Carolina,  reprefenting  to  them  the  great  and 
important  matters  to  be  tranfacted  in  Congrefs  during  the 
winter,  and  the  few  members  now  attending,  and  that  he 
rcqueft  them  to  fend  forward  without  delay  an  additional 
number  of  members. 

That  he  alfo  write  in  prefling  terms  to  the  ftates  of  New- 
Jerfey  and  Delaware,  who  are  unreprefented,  to  fend  dele- 
gates immediately  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  December    10,  1777. 

A  petition  from  Chriftopher  junior  and  Charles  Marfcall 
was  read  : 

Ordered*  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  thofe  counties  in  Pennfylvania,  New- 
Jerfey  and  Delaware,  which  border  on  the  enemy,  &c 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  and 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refe/ved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  Con- 
grefs have  obferved  with  deep  concern  that  the  principal  fup- 
plies  for  the  army  under  his  command  have,  fisce  the  lois 
of  Philadelphia,  been  drawn  from  diltant  quarters,  whereby 
great  expence  has  accrued  to  the  public,  the  army  has  been 
irregularly  and  fcantily  fupplied,  and  the  eftablifhed  maga- 
zines greatly  reduced,  while  large  quantities  of  (lock,  pro- 
vifion  and  forage,  are  ftill  remaining  in  the  counties  of  Phi. 
ladelphia,  Bucks  and  Chefter,  which  '~>y  the  fortune  of  war 
may  be  foon  fubjefted  to  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

That  Congrefs,  firmly  perfuaded  of  general  Washington's 
zeal  and  attachment  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  ftates,  can  only 
impute  his  forbearance  in  exercifing  the  power*  veiled  in  him 
by  Congrefs,  by  their  refolution  of  the  17th  of  September 
and  the  14th  of  November,  to  a  delicacy  in  exerting  mili- 
tary authority  on  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates — a  delicacy, 
which  though   highly  laudable  in    general,  may   on  critical 

exigencies 
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exigencies  prove  deftru&ive  to  the  army  and  prejudicial  to 
the  general  liberties  of  America  : 

That  from  thefe  confederations  it  is  the  defire  and  expect- 
ation of  Congrefs,  that  general  Wafhington  mould  for  the 
future  endeavour  as  much  as  poflible  to  fubfift  his  army  from 
fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  are  in  its  vicinity,  and  efpecially 
from  fuch  quarters  as  he  fhall  deem  moft  likely  to  be  fub- 
jecled  to  the  power  or  depredations  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that 
he  iffue  orders  for  fuch  purpofe  to  the  commiffaries  and 
quartermafters  belonging  to  the  army. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  every  kind 
of  flock  and  provifions  in  the  country  above  mentioned, 
which  may  be  beneficial  to  the  army  or  ferviceable  to  the 
enemy,  to  be  taken  from  all  perfons  without  diftinftion, 
leaving  fuch  quantities  only  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  families  ;  the  ftock  and  provifions 
fo  taken  to  be  removed  to  places  of  fecurity  under  the  care 
of  proper  perfons  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that 
he  iffue  a  proclamation,  requiring  all  perfons  within  feventy 
miles  of  head-quarters  forthwith  to  threfh  out  their  grain 
within  fuch  limited  periods  of  time  as  he  fhall  deem  reafon- 
able,  on  penalty,  in  cafe  of  failure,  of  having  the  fame 
feized  by  the  commiffaries  and  quartermaflers  ©f  the  army 
and  paid  for  as  ftraw. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  caufe  all  provi- 
fions, ftock,  forage,  waggons  and  teams  which  may  be,  at 
any  time,  in  the  route  of  the  enemy,  and  which  cannot  be 
feafonably  removed,  to  be  deftroyed. 

Whereas  it  is  effentially  necefTary  that  magazines  mould 
be  feafonably  provided  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
and  many  inhabitants,  through  motives  of  avarice  or  dif- 
afiectipn,  refufe  to  threfh  out  their  grain  ; 

Refolded,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  le- 
giflature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania  forthwith 
to  eaa£t  a  law  requiring  all  perfons  within  their  ftate,  at  the 
diftance  of  feventy  miles  and  upwards  from  general  Washing- 
ton's head  quarters  and  below  the  Blue  Mountains,  to  threfh 
their  wheat  and  other  grain  within  as  fhort  a  period  of  time 
as  the  faid  legiflature  fhall  deem  fufficient  for  the  purpofe ; 
and  in  csfe  of  failure  to  fubjeift  the  fame  to  feizure  by  the 
ccmmiffaiies  and  quartermaflers  of  the  American  army,  to 
be  paid   for  at  the  price  of  ftraw  only,  excepting  from  fuck 

penalty 
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penalty  fueh  families  only  as,  from  the  abfence  of  the  mafter, 
fans  or  fervants  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  can  give 
good  proof  that  their  compliance  with  the  faid  law  was  not 
practicable. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on 
appeals* 

The  member  chofen  Mr.  Rumfey. 

&efoheJt  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  com- 
mittee ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Penn. 

Congrefs  having  received  information  that  the  inoculation 
of  recruits  in  the  hofpital  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia  has  of 
late  been  attended  with  much  ill  fuccefs  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  make  ftrict  enquiry 
into  the  truth  of  this  information,  and  report  to  Congrefs 
With  all  poffible  difpatch 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  morning  a  commiffioner  be  elect- 
ed to  proceed  to  the  weftern  frontiers  in  the  room  of  colonel 
J.  Reed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay 
and  rations  from  September  10th  to  December  20th  in- 
ftant  : 

That  one  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Martin  Pfi- 
fer,  for  the  ufe  of  his  own,  captain  Afh's  and  captain  Medi- 
ci's troops  of  North  Carolina  light  horfc  ;  the  faid  captain 
Pfifer  to  be  accountable. 

That  two  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  viz  fifteen  hundred  on  the  application  of  Mr. 
Wood,  and  five  hundred  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy,  two  of  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  and  that  the 
fame  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  three  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate. 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  Thomas  Smith,  efquire,  commif- 
fioner of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  James  Meafe,  efquire,  cloathier  general,  for  twelve 
thoufand  dollars,  advanced  him  towards  the  payment  of 
cloathing  purchafed  by  Mr.  Zantzinger  for  the  ufe  of  briga- 
dier Wayne's  divifion ;  the  faid  cloathier  general  te  be  ac- 
countable ; 

That  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  two  dol- 
lars be  advanced  to  John  Brown,  in  difcharge  of  John  Afhe's 

four 
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four  drafts,  dated  in  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  March  the 
1 5th  1777,  in  favor  of  John  Fragneau  ;  one  for  four  hundred 
and  ten,  one  fur  four  hundred  and  twenty-two,  one  for  five 
hundred,  and  one  for  five  hundred  and  ten  ;  the  faid  {late  to 
be  accountable,  and  that  the  fame  be  confidefed  as  a  part  of 
the  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  heretofore  ordered  for  the 
ule  of  that  ftate. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  H  u  R  s  day,    December  1 1,   1777. 

Mr.  A.  Clark,  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

"  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  legiflative  council  and  general 
affcmbly  of  the  ftate  of  New- Jerfey,  held  at  Ptinceton,  oh  the 
20th  day  of  November,  1 777.  The  joint  meeting  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  five  delegates  to  reprefent  the  ftate  in  the 
general  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  the  honorable  John  Witherfpoon,  Abraham  Clark, 
Jonathan  Elmer,  Nathaniel  Scudder*  and  Elias  Boudinot, 
tfquires,  were  duly  elected. 

Refolved  therefore,  That  the  faid  John  Witherfpoon,  Abra- 
ham Claik,  Jonathan  Elmer,  Nathaniel  Scudder,  and  Elia3 
Boudinot,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be  impowered  to  re- 
prefent and  vote  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  in  the  general  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States  of  North-America,  until  the  firft  day  of 
December  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  unlefs  a  new  appointment 
thall  fooner  take  place.  It  is  neverthelefs  expected,  that  three 
of  the  faid  delegates  do  conftantly  attend  Congrefs,  unlefs  pre- 
vented by  ficknefs  of  other  accident.  By  order  of  the  joint 
meeting,  John  Stevens,  chairman.  Attefted,  Charles  Pettit, 
fecretary." 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  commifiioner  to  go  to  fort  Pitt  in  the  room  of 
colonel  J.  Reed  who  is  excufed,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Clymer,  efquire,  was  elected. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  that  in  their  opinion  the  pub- 
lic intereft  will  be  promoted  by  erecting  in  the  town  of  York, 
temporary  barracks  or  fheds  fufficient  for  containing  fix  hun- 
dred men,  for  the  ptirpofe  of  accommodating  fuch  recruit's 
and  other  troops  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  ftationed  or  de- 
tained at  the  faid  place,  either  as  guards  or  for  the  purpofe  of 
equipment  and  difcipline  :"  whereupon  Refolved, 
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RefoheJt  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  caufe  the 
faid  barracks  or  fheds  to  be  erected,  with  all  poffible  diipatch, 
and  in  the  mod   reafonabie  manner  they  can  devife. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered^  That  eighty  four  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Hur- 
rie,  for  his  attendance  as  door  keeper  to  Congrefs  from  the 
ift  of  Augult  to  the  19th  oi. September,  and  nurling  wound- 
ed foldiers,   &c. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  mode  of  conducting 
an  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
agimil  Rhode  Ifland,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general 
officers  conducting  fuch  expedition,  brought  in  a  report  3 
whereupon 

Refoived,  That  five  eommiffioners  be  appointed,  and  that 
they  or  any  three  of  them  be  impowered  to  conduct  the 
enquiry  ;  that  they  meet  for  that  purpofe  on  the  firft  vlonday 
in  February  next  at  Providence  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode^Ifland 
and  Providence  plantations  ;  that  they  fummon  beiore  them 
the  commadning  officer  and  all  the  general  officers  concerned 
in  the  conduct  of  the  faid  expedition,  and  fuch  other  officers 
and  perfons  as  they  may  t  funic  proper  : 

That  the  mode  of  their  enquiry  be  by  queflion  and  anfvver  : 
That  they  enquire  what  number  of  troops  were  atTembledl 
for  the  expedition  ;  what  number  of  continental  troops  of  fif- 
teen months  men,  of  militia,  of  volunteers,  of  artiilerills  or 
train,  and  what  was  the  quantity  and  fpecies  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  (lores,  whether  any  extra  militia  were  called  forth, 
when,  why,  and  for  what  time  ;  what  number  of  them  did 
appear  at  the  polls  in  arms,  and  when  they  were  dignified  j 
how  long  before  the  time  fixed  for  their  rendezvous  the  com- 
mander in  chief  had  knowledge  of  the  number  of  troops  to 
be  employed  in  the  expedition  ;  whether  the  neceffary  pre- 
parations were  made  for  a  defcent  on  Rhode-lfiand,  previous 
to  the  time  of  rendezvous,  or  at-any  time  afterwards  and 
what  thole  preparations  were  :  when  they  were  in  readinefs 
for  an  attack  ;  and  if  at  any  time  they  were  ready,  why  the 
attack  was  poftponed  from  day  to  day,  until  the  time  expir- 
ed for  which  the  militia  were  ordered  out  .  and  the  particu- 
lar reafons,  why  it  was  each  day  poftponed  ;  what  waa  the 
force  of  the  enemy  on  Rhode- Ifland  during  the  time  the 
expedition  aforefaid  was  on  foot : 

.  That  they  enquire  whether  aay  councils  of  war  were  held 
during  the  faid  time,  and  whether  their  proceedings  and  de- 
terminations were  committed  to  writing,  and  if  they  were. 
Vol.  III.  Y  y  y  that 
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that  they  require  the  commanding  officer  to  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore them  : 

That  they  enquire,  what  was  the  quantity  of  provifions  ex- 
pended during  the  time  the  troops  were  afltmbled  for  carry- 
ing on  the  expedition  ;  what  proportion  of  the  provifions  wa& 
falted  and  from  what  magazines  fupplied  :  and  if  any  and 
what  quantity  of  frefh  provifions  might  have  been  obtained  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Spencer  : 

That  they  aflc  all  fuch  further  queltions  and  make  fuch  fur- 
ther enquiries  by  correfpondetice  or  otherwtft  as  they  may  think 
will  tend  to  difenver  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  fa  id  ex- 
pedition ;  and  that  they  report  to  Conprefs  the  queftions  slic- 
ed and  the  anfwers  made,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  the  pioceedings 
and  determinations  of  any  and  all  councils  of  war  that  were 
held  during  the  time  aforefaid,  together  with  the  opinions  of 
each  member  of  fuch  council  upon  matters  propofed  and  de- 
bated, if  practicable  to  be  obtained,  and  of  all  other  paperg 
that  may  be  laid  before  them  or  which  they  otherwile  pro- 
cure refpecting  the  faid  expedition. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiflioners,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  N'«  iiliam  Whipple  efquire,  of  New* 
Hamplhire,  R.  T.  Paine,  efquire,  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  Eg- 
bert Kenfon,  efquire,  of  New  York,  Oliver  Elfworth,  efquire, 
of  Connecticut  and  Henry  Marchaivt,  efquire,  of  Rhode 
ffland,  were  elefted. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confederation  the  cafe  of  the  officers  whether  of  conti- 
nental forces,  flying  camp  or  militia,  taken  prifoner  by  the 
enemy  and  releafed  on  parole,  and  report  whether  any  or  what 
allowance  of  pay  and  rations  ought  to  be  made  them  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

The  delegates  from  New  Hamplhire  laid  before  Congrefs 
an  account  of  the  expences  incurred  by  that  flate  for  prifon- 
ers  brought  into  the  fame,  and  alfo  a  ftate  of  the  exchange  off 
prifoners  : 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  expences  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  the  ftate  of  the  exchange  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcdp 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  December  12,  1 777. 
A  letter  of  the  27th  of  November  from  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
?ate  commifTary  general  ;  one  of  the  I  ft  of  December  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull ;  one  of  the  Jjtb,  one  of  the  27th,  and  one 

of 
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«fthe  30th  of  November,  and  one  of  the  id  of  December 
from  general  Heath,  inclofing  copies  of  letters  that  pafTed 
between  him  and  general  Burgoyne  ;  a  letter  from  S.  Clap  of 
New  Hampmire,  and  two  petitions  from  prifoners  of  war  in 
that  date  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  26th  and  one  of  the  29th  of 
November  from  S  A.  Otis,  deputy  cloathier  general  at  Bof- 
ton      were  read  : 

Ordered^  ihat  the  letter  from  governor  Trambull  be  refer» 
Ted  to  the  boa  d  of  treafury  : 

Tuit  the  letters  from  general  Heath,  with  the  papers  in* 
clofed.  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  fo  much  of  Mr.  Otis's  letter  as  relates  to  money  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury ;  and  the  remainder  to  a 
committee  of  three; 

The  committee  chofen  Mr.  Dana,  Mr  Duer  and  Mr.  F. 
L.   Lee. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Mr-  prefident  Laurens  was  read, 
informing  that  "  the  malady  under  which  he  labours  ha$ 
made  fuch  a  progrefs  as  to  convince  him  by  reJfle&ing  upoa 
former  attacks,  tha  he  will  not  be  able  to  move  out  of  the 
lioufe,  nor  attend  his  duty  in  Congrefs  for  fome  weeks  to 
come  ;  and  informing  that  there  is  much  bufmefs  upon  his 
table,  which  it  is  not  ia  his  power  to  give  difpatch  to  — that 
every  day  will  accumul  te  the  heap,  bufinefs  will  be  imped- 
ed, and  fome  branches  run  into  confufion — and  therefore 
humbly  moving  Congrefs  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  preii- 
dent,  as  an  act.  of  propriety  and  necefiity :" 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Colt,  and  one  from  Mr.  Champion,  to 
William  Buchanan,  efquirc,  commiffary  general  of  purcha- 
fes,  alfo  one  from  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Robcrdeau,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Otis. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  13,  1777. 
A  letter  of  the  10th  from  general  Wafhington  at  White 
Marfh  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
iaferraed  Congrefs,  that  ifl  purfuance  of  the  orders  of  Con! 

grefs 
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prefs  the  committee  have  entered  into  an  agreement 'with  Mr". 
Gill^n  and  that  he  is  defirou9  of  having  a  draft  on  the  loan- 
office  for  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina  for  the  firft:  year's 
•advance,;   whereupon 

Qrikrcdj  That  a  warrant  ifFue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  S-JuthtCsrolina.for  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufind  dollars,  in  Favor  of  Alex- 
ander Gillon,  efq-uire,  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  contract 
entered  Into  with  the  committee  ot  commerce  ;  aad  that  the 
laid  fum  be  charged  to  die  faid  committee,  which  ,  is  to  be 
accountable- 

Rtfohetl,  That"  three  members  be  added  to  the  committea 
of  commerce  ;- 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr. 
Harnett. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  front 
brigadier  Conway,  brought  .'in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
con  fi  deration  ;    whereupon 

Refoheti,  As  the  opinion  of  thii  Congrefs,  That  it  is  efien- 
tial  to  the  piomotion  of  discipline  in  the  American  army, 
and  to  the  reformation  of  the  various  abufes,  which  prevail 
in  the  different  departments,  that  an  appointment  be  made 
of  infpectors  general,  agreeable  to  the  practice,  of  the  beft 
■difcjplined  European  armies.  '■".■•  •, 

Rtfo'veJ;  That  this  appointment  be  conferredon  eixperien- 
eed  snd  vigilant  general  officers;  "who  are  acquainted  with 
whatever   relates  to.  the  general  eeconomy,  manoeuvres  \ail4 

.  iiite  of  a  well  regulated  aimy  ;fi  .     . 

t:    Refohtd,  That  the  duties  of  thefe  officers  be  as  follows  : 

To  review  from  time- to  time  the  troops,  and  to  fee  that 
every  *  Ulcer  and  fdldjer:  be  in  (trucked' in  the  exercife  and  mtf- 
ivpuvres,  which  may  be  -eftabliihed  by  the  board  of  war: 
that  the  rules  of  discipline  be  ftri&iy  obferved,  and  that  the 
officers  command  -their  {oldie-is  properly  and  do  them  jus- 
tice. ; 

RrfehtJ,  That  the  infpe&ors  general  refpecYtvely  lhall  give 
notice  to  the  commanders  of  .regiments, -of  the  time. which, 
mall  be  fixed  on  for  fftch  reviews,  who  are  to  prepare  the  Fol- 
lowing returns,  models  of  which  "are  previoufly  to  be  fur- 
'riihVd  by  the  infpe£torr  viz. 

A  return  of  cloathing  ; 

A  return  of  arms  and  accoutrements  ; 

A  return  of  recruits,  with  an  account   of  the  money  laid 
fox  that  purpofe  ; 

"  A 
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vA.  return  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  wounded  men, 
cSiftinguifhing  fueh  as  are  fit  for  the  corps  of  invalids,  and 
fuch  as  are  totally  unfit  for  fervice  ; 

A  return  of  the  lofs  fuilaincd  in  the  regiment  by  death, 
defertion  or  otherwife  ; 

A  return  of  the  pay  and  rations  drawn  by  each  regi- 
ment ; 

A  return  of  all  the  officers  of  each  regiment,  with  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  behaviour,  capacity  and  afuduity  of  every 
individual. 

All  the  returns  when  figned  by  the  field  officers  of  each 
regiment,  are  to  be'  carefully  fcrutanized  by  the  infpecV 
or  general,  who,  after  having  made  and  added  his  re* 
war  its  upon  the  fame,  is  to  fi^u  and  tranfmit  them  to  Con- 
grefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  infpedtors  general  fhall  make  thefe  re» 
views  in  the  beginning  and  at  the  latter  end  of  every  cam- 
paign,  and  at  fuch  other  times  as  the  commander  in  chief 
fhall  direct,  or  "as  they  themfelves  fhall  ftvt rally  judge 
proper  or  fhall  receive  orders  for  that  purpofe  from  the 
board  of  war,  firit  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  command- 
er in  chief  and  obtuinining  his  leave  for  reviewing  the  faid 
droops. 

Refohed,  That    the    infpectors    general   refpec"tively   fhall 
-make    this  review,  minutely  man  by   man,    attending  to    the 
complaints    and  reprefentations  of  both    foldier  and    officer, 
•and  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs  what  petitions  2nd  grievances  he 
fhall   think  worthy   of    notice :    that   not   folely   depending 
-upon  the  accounts  "and  characters  of   officers  as  given  him  by 
<the   colonels  of.  regiments,  the  infpec"lors   geneial   fhall   ex- 
amine the    faid  officers  in    perfon,  direct  them  to   command 
^different   manoeuvres*'  and    to  take  fueh  meafures  asihall  en- 
able hi-n  to  give  an  exact  account  to  Congrefs 
•■-  -.Refohed,  That  thefe  reviews  when. doled    be   tranfmitted 
to  Congrefs  by   the    infpeclor  general  making    the   revie\y, 
-who   is   to   furriifh    the  roajar:  of    the-  refpe&ive    regiments 
with  a  copy  of  the  fame,  and  to  keep  another  for  his  own 
•:  government  and   affiftance   in  proceeding    to  the    next  re- 
view. 

Refofoed,  That. the  infpeclors  general  fhall  examine  from 
time  the  pay  books  of  the  refpettive  regiments,  which  are 
to  be  kept  in  an  uniform  manner,  agreeable  to  fuch  regu- 
lation! as  maybe  eltablifhed  for  that  purpofe,  giving  im- 
'  mediate 

. 
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mediate  notice   to   Congrefs   of  any   mal-verfation    or  mif- 
management,  which  he  may  difcover. 

Refohea,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
war  office  to  report  fuch  further  regulations  for  this  office, 
as  they  fhall  deem  calculated  to  extend  its  utility,  and  to 
promote  the  end  of  its  inftitution 

Refolded,  That  two  infpedtors  general  be  now  appoint- 
ed. 

.    Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the   ballots  beinj 
taken, 

Brigadier  T.  Conway  was  elected. 

Refoived,  That  the  eie&ion  of  the  other  infpe&or  be  poft* 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

Ordered  That  another  major  general  be  appointed  in  thtf 
army  of  the  United  States  : 

The  ballots  btfing  taken, 

Brigadier  T.   Conway  was  elected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponedj 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    December    15,    1 777. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  B.  Harrifon,  efquire,  deputy 
paymafter  general  in  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  fame  date 
from  W,  Finnie,  efquire,  deputy  quartermafter  general, 
directed  to  the  board  of  war,  were  laid  ■  before  Con- 
grefs. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafu- 
ry. 

The  fecretary  informed  Congrefs  that  Mr  Clymer  accept- 
ed the  appointment  of  cotnmiffioner,  and  would  proceed  to 
fort  Pitt  as  Coon  as  he  could  get  ready. 

Ordered,  That  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  of 
Mr.  Clymer  s  appointment  and  acceptance. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  repart ;  where* 
upon 

Ordered,  That  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feven  dol- 
lars be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  to  enable  them 
to  difcharge  the  demands  on  them  from  the  faid  ftate  for 
that  fum,  which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate,  which  is  to  b« 
accountable. 

The  board  of  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of 
November  the  24th,  dire&ed  to  them,  from  general  Heath, 
which  was  read  : 

Qrekred* 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and 
that  they  be  dirt<5ted  to  enquire  into  the  rife  of  the  expedi- 
tion againit  Rhode  Ifland  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr  Ellery,  Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  laid  before 

Congrefs    credentials  of  the    appointment  of  delegates  from 

that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

(L.  S.)     *.'  In  the  name  and    by   the  authority  of  the  com- 

_.,       „,,  monwealth    of  Pcnnfylvam'a,  the   fupreme 

Iho.  Wharton,  .                 .,     f  /,       f    \     n   .     \       n 

n    r  .  executive  council  ot  the    laid    Hate  to   all 

JF  re  Intent.  .                                       c     ,    ,              .      . 

J  whom   it    may  concern   lendcth,  greeting. 

Whereas  the  general  afllmbly  of  veprefentatives  of  the  free- 
men of  Pennfylvania  have  elected  dodor  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith, 
James  Smith,  of  York-Town,  William  Clingan,  and  Jo- 
feph  Reed,  efquires,  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  and 
hath  made  tht-  fame  known  to  this  council  :  thefe  art  there- 
fore to  certify  that  the  faid  doftor  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Robert  Morris,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith, 
James  Smith,  of  York-Town,  William  Clingan  and  Juieph 
R.-ed,  elquires,  are  appointed  and  authorifed  to  repiefent 
the  freemen  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  in  the  Congrels  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Given  under  the  feal  of  the  commonwealth,  at  Lan- 
cafter,  on  this  thirteenth  day  of  December,  ift 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy  feven. 

Atteft       v  T.  MATIACK,  Secretary^ 

Congrefs  having  received  information  that  large  quantities 
•f  cattle  have  been  driven  upon  the  marfhes  of  the  county 
of  Kent  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  Into  other  parts  of 
the  laid  county,  which  are  expofed  to  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy  j  and  the  preftnt  fituation  of  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware, with  refpcdl  to  its  internal  and  open  enemies,  render- 
ing it  impracticable  that  any  meafures  which  may  be  devifed 
by  the  government  of  the  faid  ftate,  for  removing  the  faid 
ftock,  can  be  executed  with  fecrecy  and  difpatch 

Refolded,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorifed  and  directed 
to  give  fuch  orders  for  fecuring  the  faid  ftock  as  they  fhall 
deem  moft  efR&ual  : 

I  hat  the  owners  of  the  ftock  fo  removed  be  paid  for  the 
fame  at  reasonable  rates. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  boar^ 
©f  war,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  poft~ 
poned 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftposed^ 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  u  £  S  D  A  V,    December   16,   1777. 

]ames  Smith  of  York  Town,  a  delegate  from  Pcnnfyl- 
▼ania,  attended  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Alcticrfrom  Edward  Kennedy,  an  inhabitant  of  Provi. 
deuce,  one  of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  dated  at  Bolton,  Octo- 
ber the  28th,  was  laid  befote  Congrefs,  with  famples  of 
green  indigo,  a  new  manufacture  difcovered  by  him  : 

Ordered*  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Delegates  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

A  memonal  from  Pphraim  Maim,  of  Elizabeth  Town, 
with  an  account  inclofcd,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  colonel  Rawlins  attend  Congrefs  to  mor* 
row  morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  give  fuch  information 
as  has  come  to  his  knowledge  refpec/ting  the  treatment 
our  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  receive  from 
them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  camp  having  re- 
turned, made  a  report,    which  was  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refrjlved,  That  Congrefs  meet  twice  a  day. 

1  hat  at  one  o'clock  Congrefs  be  of  courfe  adjourned,  and 
meet  again  at  three  in  the  a  ternoon. 

A  petition  from  colcnel  Green  wss  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr. 
Otis,  brought  in  a  report  *. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to  morrovv. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,    December  17,    I  77  7. 
Dodtor    Witherfpoon,  a    delegate    from   Nuw-Jerfey,  at" 
tended  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  14th  and  15th  from  general  Wafhington, 
ciear  the  Gulph,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  lieu- 
tenant general  Burgoyne,  dated  Cambridge,  November  the 
a$th  ;  a  letter  of  the  icth  from  William  Livingllon,  gover- 
nor of  New-Jerfey  ;  and  one  of  the  9th  from  Charles  Alex- 
ander, late  captain  of  the  frigate  Delaware,  directed  to  the 
marine  committee  ;  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Livinglton  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  the  letter  from  captain 
Alexander  be  returned  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolded,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  inform 
general  Burgoyne,  that  Congrefs  will  not  receive  nor  confi- 
der  any  propofition  for  indulgence  or  altering  the  terms  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  unlcfs  immediately  directed 
to  their  own  body. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  colonel  Rawlins  attend* 
ed,  and  having  informed  Corigrets  of  the  treatment  our  pri. 
foners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  receive  from  them,  he  with- 
drew. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confidcration  the  repert  of  the  com* 
mittee  on  the  letter  from  S.  A.  Otis,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon, 

Refoboed,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee be  inllrudted  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  ftates,  to 
accompany  the  refolution  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Gerry  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Refolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  fafety  of  Con- 
■efticut  be  authorifed  and  requeued  to  ufe  their  utmott  en- 
deavours to  lay  up  all  the  fupplies  of  faltcd  provifions  they 
are  able,  and  to  employ  proper  perfons  for  that  purpofe,  and 
co° operate  with  Mr.  Colt  therein. 

Robert  Lawfon,  a  colonel  of  one  of  the  battalions  of  Vir- 
ginia forces,  having  fent  hfs  commiflion  to  Congrefs  and 
requefted  leave  to  refign  the  fame, 

Refolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  remonftrance  from  the  council  and  general  alTembly  of 
Pennfylvania  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confidcration  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  three  o'clock  to-morrow,  P.  M. 

Vol.  III.  Zzz  Thursday,* 
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Thursday,    December  18,   1777. 

Three  o'Clock,  P .  M.  '.      . - 

Mr.  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  at- 
fended  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Gates,  rn-clbfing  a  letter 
to  him  frum  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  dated  Cambridge, 
November  the  r^th,  together  with  a  trft  of  the  British,  and 
German  troops,  that  Surrendered  by  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga i  alio  a  letter  of  the  12th  and  one  of  the  28th  of  No* 
Tenvber  from  R.  VTarick,  efquire,  deputy  muftermafter  gene- 
ral m  the  Northern  department,  with  Eaufter  rolls  of  the  Nor- 
thern army  ;  were  read-  ; 

Order. .(I,  ['hat  the  letter  from  general:  Gates,  with  the  pa- 
pers inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  F   L.  Lee  and  Mr.  J    B    Smith. 

Refolved,  That  Mf.  Harvie  be  added  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  R    H.  Lee  who  is  abfent. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee ient  to  camp  to  confer  with  general  Wafhington,  end 
the  remonltrance  from  the  executive  conncil  and  affembly  oi 
Penofylvania,  and  after  fomc  time  fpent  thereon, 

RifoheJ,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftptt- 
ned  till  to  -morrow. 
,  A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Heath  at  Bofton  was  read. 

The  fevera!  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed* 
adjourned  to-  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,     December  19,   1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  R.  Varick,  read  yefterday 
With  the  rolls  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the   1  5th  from  monfieur  de  la  Balme  was  read. 

Congrefs  refamrd  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee fent  to  confer  with  general  Wafhington,  and  the  remon- 
ftrance  from  thi  council  and  general  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  : 

The  committee  having,  in  their  report  made  mention  of 
letters  containing  the  opinions  of  general  officers,  which  were 
laid  before  them  by  the  general,  and  on  which  they  grounded 
their  opinion, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  be  afked,  whether 
they  had  thofe  letters  I  , 

The  committee  informed  Congrefs  that  they  had  brought 
the  letters  with  them,  but  that  the  general,  when  he  delivered 

them 
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them  the  letters,  mentioned  that  they  might  keep  them  to 
fatisfy  themfelves  an''  form  their  judgment,  and  then  return 
them  to  him  ;  and  that  therefore  they  confider  themfelves 
obliged  to  return  them  to  the  general  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  peru- 
fal  of  the  members. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  brought  in  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Three  o'clock,   P   M. 

A  certificate  from  major  general  Gates,  of  his  having  pro- 
moted Denis  John  dc  Bouchet  to  the  rank  of  major,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
.committee  fent  to  confer  with  general   Wafhington,  and  the 
remonftrance  from  the  council  and  general  aflembly  of  Penn- 
fylvania  ;  and  thereupon 

Refolved  That  a  copy  of  the  remonftrance  be  traofmitted 
by  exprefs  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defirt/d  to  in- 
form Congref.  whether  he  has  come  to  a  fixed  refolution  to 
canton  the  army  ;  and  if  he  ha1-  what  line  of  cantonment  he 
has  proposed  ;  in  particular  what  meafures  are  agreed  on  for 
the  protection  of  that  part  of  Pennfylvania  which  lies  on  the 
cafterly  fide  of  Schuylkill,  and   of  the  Itate  of  New  Jerfey  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  farther  informed  that  in  the 
opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  ftate  of  New-JeHey  demands  in  a 
peculiar  decree  the  protection  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  fo  far  as  the  fame  can  poffibly  be  extended  confident 
with  the  fafety  of  the  armv  and  the  general  welfare  ;  as  that 
ftate  lies  open  to  attacks  from  fo  many  quarters,  and  the 
ftruggles  which  have  been  made  by  the  brave  and  virtuous  in- 
habitants of  that  ftate  in  defence  of  the  commoK  caufe  cannot 
fail  of  expofing  them  to  the  particular  refentment  of  a  mes> 
cilefs  enemy. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  12  th,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  re- 
folution. 

Whereas  fir  William  Howe,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majetty's  forces,  has  required  that  provifions  fhouldbe 
feat  in  for  the  fubfi (lance  of  the  American  prifoncrs  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  and  for  the  purchafe  of  fuch  neceffanes  as  they  may 
ftand  in  need  <  fj  and  has  prohibited  the  circulation  of  the  mo- 
ney ftruck  by  the  authority  of  thefe  ftates  within  fuch  parts  of 
the  country  as  are  at  prefent  fubjected  to  his  power ;  whereby 

great 
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great  difficulties  have  occurred  in  relieving  the  diftreffef  oi 
the  American  prifoners  ;  and  whereas  large  fums  of  continen- 
tal bills  of  credit  have  been  counterfeited  and  lflued  by  thr; 
agents,  emiffaries  and  abettors  of  fir  William  Howe  ; 

RcfufazcL  That  the  accounts  of  all  provifions  and  other  ne- 
eeffatves  which  already  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  may  be 
fupplied  by  the  public  to  prifoners  in  the  power  of  thefe 
ftates  (hall  be  difcharged  by  either  receiving  from  the  Britifh 
fcommifiary  of  prifoners  ■  pr  any  of  his  agents,  provifions  or 
other  neceflaries,  equal  in  quality  and  kind  to  what  have  been 
fupplied,  or  the  amount  thereof  in  £old  and  filver,  at  the  rate 
of  (our  (hillings  and  (ix-pence  for  every  dollar  of  the  currency 
of  thefe  (tates-:  and  that  all  thefe  accounts  be  liquidated  and 
discharged  previous  to  the  releafe  of  any  prifoners  to  whom 
provifions  or  other  nece(T-iries  (hall  have  been  fupplied. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
eonfideratibn  the  report  o'f  the  committee  refptfting  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  a  French  legion.  ■   " 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon ''  '.  „...?.! 

Ordered,  That  fix  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  John 
Gibfon,  auditor  general,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  a  part  of 
a  warrant  of  Congrefs  of  the  1 ft  of  September  laft,  drawn  on 
him  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia  ;  the  faid  auditor 
general  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  1  hat  four  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  the  honora- 
ble H.  Laurens,  to  difcharge  a  draft  of  William  Palfrey,  pay- 
master general,  of  December  i  ith,  in  favor  of  colonel  Mofe? 
Rawlins  ;  the  faid  paymafter  general  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  fix  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  lfaac  Wikoff, 
in  difcharge  of  John  Aflie's  third  draft,  dated  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  the  5th  of  March  iaft,  in  favor  of  William  Dry, 
exprefled  to  be  for  the  payment  and  fupport  of  continental 
troops ;  the  ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  the  fum  to  beconfi- 
dered  as  a  part  of  the-  five  hundred  thoufand  dollar?  appro- 
priated for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate.    : 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow,    >  -    ■■ 

Saturday,   December  20,   1777. 
Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  a  considerable 
number  of  the  nine  firft  regiments  of  Virginia  forces,  in  the 
continental  fervice,  whofc  times  of   inliftment  are  near  expir- 
ing aic  willing  to  re-enlift,  and  many  of  them  haverc-cnlifted 
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for  three  years  er  during  the  war,  upon  condition  of  receiv- 
ing the  continental  bounty  of  twenty  dollars,  the  fwt  of 
cloaths  allowed  by  Congrefs,  and  a  farther  bouoty  of  twenty 
dollars  i  and  whereas  the  ftate  of  Virginia  have  engaged  to 
pay  the  additional  bounty*  but  the  cloathier  general  ha*  not 
a  fufficiency  of  cloathing  to  fupply  the  men  ;  and  it  being 
rcprefentsd  that  the  men  are  willing  to  take  money  in  lieu 
of  the  float  lis  that  cannot  be  fupplied,  and  to  turnilh  them- 
fclves  with  neceflary  cloathing: 

Re/owed,  That  the  boaid  of  treafury  be  directed  to  fettle 
the  accounts  of  the  fa  id  men  and  to  pay  oi  order  them  to 
be  paid  for  the  articjes  of  cloathing  with  which  they  cannot 
be  fupplied  by  the  cloathier  general,  agreeably  to  the  ellimate 
fixed  by  Congrefs 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  director  of  the  hofpital  at 
Alexandria  reported,  "that  from  the  informations  of  feveral 
officers  in  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  regiments,  which 
are  annexed,  itappeais  obvious  to  the  committee  that  doctor 
Rickman,  dircftor  ojF  the  faid  hofpital,  has  been  iruilty  of 
great  neglect  in  not  giving  proper  attendance  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  under  inoculation  at  Alexandria." 
'     The  fajd  report  and  the  informations  being  read  : 

Refohied,  That  doctor  Rickman  be  immediately  fufpended, 
and  that  he  attend  the  medical  cemmittee,  to  anfwer  the  fe- 
veral complaints  exhibited   againft  him 

Ordercdy  That  the  medical  committee  tranfmit  to  doctor 
Rickman  a  copy  of  the  complaints  againil  him.  and  direct 
his  attendance. 

That  the  faid  committee  write  to  doctor  Shippen.  director 
general,  and  direct  him  to  fend  immediately  a  fkilful  pl:yii- 
cian  to  take  care  of  the  fick  and  fuperintend  the  inoculation 
of  the  foldiers  at  Alexandria. 

Applications  being  made  by  Robert  Yancey  to  be  reim- 
burfed  a  fum  of  public  money  entrufted  to  him  as  paymafter 
of  colonel  Bland  s  regiment,  and  which  he  loft  : 

Ordered,  That   it  be  referred  to  the   board  of  Ireafury    to 
•nquire  into  the  circumilances.  and  report  fpeu'ally  thereon. 
'  Refolved,  That  Mi    Froft  be  added  to  the  marine  commit- 
tee,   in  the  room  of  Mr.  Folfom,  who  being  engaged  at  the 
treafury  defires  to  be  excufed. 

A  letter  of  the  id  from  brigadier  Parfons,  v  ith  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  him  to  general  Tryon,  and  general  Tryon'e 
anfwer ;  were  read  : 

Qrdtrtdt 
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Ordered,  ^hat  brigadier  Parf  ns  be  directed  to  fend  \9 
Congrefs  an  authentic  account  of  the  treatment  which  John 
and  Philip  Vantaflel  and  their  families  received  from  the 
enemy. 

'■  A  letter  of  the  14th  from  the  navy  board  at  Bordentown 
in  New- Jet  fey,  directed  to  the  marine  committee,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  marine  committee, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  prepare  proper  refolutions  for 
fupporting  the  authority  of  the  uavy  board,  and  report  the 
fame  to  Ccngrefs. 

A  letter  from  Flobergue  de  la  Rocatelle,  with  a  memoir 
annexed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  fixty  eight  dollars  be  paid  to  Patrick  M*Clof- 
Itey,  for  a  horfe  belonging  to  him,  which  was  fent  with  an 
exprefs  to  the  eaftward  in  February  laft  and  not  returned,  as 
appears  by  the  cettificate  of  Mr.  Hancock,  and  Mr.  Abeel, 
aftiftant  quartei  matter  general. 

That  thirty  nine  dollars  and  65-ooths  be  paid  to  Mr  A. 
Clark,  for  the  amount  of  the  expences  of  btmfelf  and  othert 
with  the  public  papers,  &c.  at  Briftol : 

That  fix  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  William 
Buchanan,  commiffary  general  of  purchafes,  of  which  fum 
two  hundred  thoufand  to  be  fent  to  Mr.  Cuyler  his  deputy  in 
the  Northern  department;  two  hundred  thoufand  to  Mr. 
Colt,  his  deputy  in  the  Ealtern  department  ;  and  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  to  his  deputy  in  the  Southern  department  j 
the  faid  commiffary  general  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  John  Lawrence,  comniiflloner  of 
the  continental  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  for 
two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  governor  and 
council  of  fafety  of  the  faid  ftate,  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing  proviiions  agreeably  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs ; 
the  laid  governor  and   council  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  following  warrants  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Smith, 
commiflioner  of;he  loan  officeof  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  viz. 

One  in  favor  of  Elias  Boudinot,  for  five  thoufand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  in  loan-office  certificates,  bearing  date  the  2  ift  of 
May  laft,  being  in  discharge  of  fo  much  borrowed  of  him  at 
that  time  by  VVilliam  Palfrey,  payraafter  general,  who  is  to 
be  accountable.  One 
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One  in  favor  of  Elias  Boudinot,  for  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  loan  office  certificates  to  be 
dated  the  7th  of  July  latt,  being  in  difcharge  of  fo  much 
borrowed  of  him  at  that  time  by  W.  Palfrey.  paymaUer  gene- 
ral,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

One  in  favor  of  John  IVioUon,  for  fourteen  thoufand  nint 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  loan  office  ■certificates,  bear* 
ing  date  the  27th  of  May  Tall  :  and  that  there  be  paid  to 
Elias  Boudinot,  for  the  faid  John  Motion,  'Seventy  two  dol- 
lars and  80  goths .  the  twolall  fums  being  for  fourn  en  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  feventy  dollars  and  1  2,  borrowed  on  in* 
terell  of  the  faid  John  iViorton,  by  William  Palfrey  paymafter 
general,  as  appears  by  his  two  receipts  dated  at  Morriltown, 
the  27th  of  ivjay  laft,  one  for  four  thbufand  Seven  "'hundred 
dollars,  the  other  for  ten  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ieventy 
dollars  and  1-2,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  and  alio 
in  difcharge  ot  the  intereft  due  on  70  dollars  and  i-2  from 
the  27th  of  May  to  the  20th  of  December/ 

The  faid  committee  having  alfo  represented  to  Congrefs 
that  the  warrant  drawn  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan,  com* 
miliary  general  of  purchafes,  on  the  16th  of  September  laft 
by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  on  John  Lawrence,  efquire, 
commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftatc  of  Connecticut, 
for  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  is  returned  for  want  of 
payment,  and  that  Mr.  buchanan  defires  the  fame  to  be  can- 
celled ;  it  was  thereupon 

Refohcd,  That  the  faid  warrant  be  cancelled,  and  that 
proper  entries  be  accordingly  made  in  the  public  books  at  the 
trcaSury-  office. 

The  committee  to.whom  was  re-committed  the  report  oti 
the  letters  from  S.  A.  Otis  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideratioa  ;  whereupon  ♦ 

.  Refohed,  That  it  he  mod  earneftly  recommended  to  the  re- 
spective legislatures  of  the  United  States,  forthwith  to  enaft 
laws,  appoining  fuitablc  peifons  to  Seize  and  take  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continental  army  of  the  faid  ftates,  all  woollen  cloths,  blan- 
kets, linens,  Shoes,  ftockings,  hats,  and  other  nectffary  arti- 
cles of  cloathing  fuitable  for  the  army,  which  n.ay  be  in  the 
poffeffion  of  any  perfons  inhabitants  of  orrelidents  within  theit 
refpe&ive  ftates,  for  the  purpofe  of  Sale  and  not  for  their  owa 
private  ufe  or  family  confumption  giving  them  certificates  or 
receipts  for  the  fame,  exprefiing  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
goods  ;  provided  that  fuch  laws  do  not  extend  to  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandises  which  are  or  Shall  be  bonajide  imported 
into  the  respective  ftates,  on  account  •£  any  perfons  not  citi- 

zeni 
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zens  of  any^of  thefe  United  States,  fo  long  at  the  fame  fhall 
continue  their  property,  and  no  longer;  and  that  they  inflidt 
fuch  penalties  as  may  be  deemed  proper  on  fuch  perfons  pof- 
feffed  of  any  of  the  above  enumerated  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, or  other  articles  of  cloalhing  fuitable  for  the  armyi 
who,  to  evade  the  good  intention  of  the  faid  laws  fhall  falfe- 
Jy  affirm  or  declare  the  fame  to  be  the  property  of  pcrfoni 
not  citizens  of  any  or  the  faid  United  States. 

2.  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  make  provifion  in 
the  faid  laws  to  empower  the  commiflary  general  of  purchafes 
or  any  of  his  deputies,  or  fuch  other  perfon-;  as  the  refpec~tivc 
legislatures  may  deem  expedient,  to  feize  all  ftock  and  every 
kind  of  provifion  neceffary  for  the  army,  which  may  have 
been  purchafed  up  or  engroffed  by  any  perfon  with  a  view 
of  felling  the  fame,  giving  to  the  perfon  from  whom  fuch 
flock  or  provifion    have  been  taken*  certificates  as  aforefaid» 

3.  That  the  value  of  all  fuch  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 
as  arc  above  enumerated,  Or  other  articles  of  cloathing  ftock 
or  provifion*  neceffary  for  the  army,  which  fhall  be  fo  fcized 
and  taken,  be  afecrtained  at  the  rate  at  which  the  faid  arti- 
cles mail  be  ftatcd  by  the  convention  of  the  committees  of 
the  feveral  ftates,  to  be  held  agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Congrefs  of  the  a  id  of  November  laft  ;  the  article* 
of  cloathing  to  be  paid  for  by  draughts  made  by  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates  upon  the  cloathier  general  ;  and  the  ftock  or  pro- 
vifions  by  the  purchafing  conimiffaries  receiving  them 

4.  And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  refpective  ftates  t»> 
caufe  to  be  made  up  fo  much  of  the  cloathing  aforefaid  a» 
they  can  compleat  within  a  reafonable  time,  and  to  fend  the 
whole  of  the  cloathing  fo  taken  or  feized,  as  well  that  part 
which  may  be  made  up  as  that  which  may  remain  unmade 
(except  fo  much  as  may  be  neceffary  for.  cloathing  the  recruits 
inlifted  in  the  ftates  for  their  refpeftive  battalions  in  the  con- 
tinental  fervice)  to  the  cloathier  general,  to  be  diftributed  in 
the  61ft  inftancc  to  the  fupply  of  the  troops  belonging  to  the 
Hate  furnifhing  fuch  cloathing,  and  the  rcfiduc  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  the  commiffioners  of  the  war-office  or  the  cloathier  ge- 
neral fhall  from  time  to  time  diredt :  provided  that  this  reso- 
lution fhall  not  repeal  or  affect  any  part  of  the  feventh  pro* 
pofition  recommended  to  the  kgiflatures  of  the  refpedlive 
ftates  the  2  2d  of  November  laft,  relative  to  the  additional 
cloathing  to  be  furnifhed  to  their  refpective  battalions.  And 
it  is  further  refolved,  That  the  cloathier  general  tranfmit 
from  time  to  time  to  the  refpedive  ftates  an  account  of  the 
cloathing  fiuaifhcd  to  their  battalions  out  of  the  flock   by 

thcra 
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them  collc&ed  and  fent  forward  in  order  that  c?ch  flafe 
may  be  fatisfaclorily  informed  that  their  troops  recciv.-  im- 
mediate advantage  from  its  excitioni  in  the  common  cHaTe, 

5.  And  whereas  great  walte  of  clo.ithing  has  aiifcn  frbfo 
the  want  oi  hdelity  or  /kill  in  the  perfons  employed  to  tiia&e 
up  the  fame  ; 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  refpective  ftates 
to  appoint  one  or  more  fuitable  pe-rlons  to  fnperi'nrend  and 
direct  the  tradcfm*n  employed  to  mnke  up  the  clo  ths  to  b« 
collected  as  aforefud,  who  .'lull  conform  themfelves  to  the 
inltmttioTTS  of  the  board  ©f  war  relative  to  the  form  thereof, 
provided  that  no  del.iys  be  fufiered  to  tike  place  from  the 
want  of  fuch  imtruCiions. 

6.  And  whereas  the  comfortable  fupport-  of  the  army  of 
thefe  itates  may  hereafter  greatly  depend  on  the  fuppliea 
which  they  may  be  able  to  draw  from  their  own  internal  re- 
fources  ;  it  is  therefore  moil  e-arnellly  recommended  to  the 
faid  Mates  to  employ  a  fufftcient  number  of  manufacturers 
and  tradefnen  to  fupply  the  cloathing  wanted  for  thetr  re- 
fpeclive  battalions,  exempting  them,  under  proper  regulations, 
from  military  duty;  and  authorising  fuitable  perfons  to'  col- 
lect and  fupply  at  the  (tipulated  prices,  cotton,  wool,  flax, 
leather,  and  other  articles  for  canying  on  the  laid  manu- 
factures. 

7.  And  whereas  certain  perfons,  devoid'of  arfd  in  repug- 
nance to  every  principle  of  public  virtue  and  humanity,  infti- 
gated  by  the  lull  of  avarice,  arc,  in  each  ftatej  afliduoufly 
endeavouring,  by  every  means  of  oppreffion,  sharping  and  ex- 
tortion, to  accumulate  enormjui  gain  to  tdemfelves,  to  the 
great  di!tr*efs  of  private  families  in  general  and  efpeeially  of 
the  poorer  and  more  dependant  part  of  the  community,  a» 
well  as  the  great  injury  of  the  public  fervice  :  for  the  effectu- 
al fuppreffion  of  fuch  nefarious  pradti  :es  it  is  mod  ferioufly 
recommended  to  the  feveral  legifl  itures  aforefaid,  forthwith 
to  enaft  laws,  liirtiting  the  number  of  retailers  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  in  their  feveral  counties,' towns  and 
diftri&sy  attd  obliging  them  to  take  licence  and  enter  into 
bonds  For  the  obferVaribe^bf  all  laws*  made  for  1  heir  regula- 
tion ;  to  make  provilioii  iii  the  faid  laws  that  no  peifons  be 
allowed  to  fell  cy  wholesale  except  the  importer;  and  h<fc 
only  to  perfons  having  fuch  licence  or  the  certificates  here- 
after mentioned  ;  and  that  ftrofi    of  their  'inhabitants  a6  are 

Vox.  III.  Aau  not 
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not  licenced  as  aforefaid  be  reftrained  from  purcbafing  t 
greater  quantity  of  fuch  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  than 
is  requiiite  for  their  own  private  or  family's  ufe  and  confump- 
fion  :  and  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates 
to  prohibit  any  pcrfons  whatsoever,  not  citizens  of  therr 
reipeftive  ftates,  from  pnrchaiirg  within  the  fame  any  arti- 
cles of  cloafhing  or  provilion  nceeffary  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  (wnkfs  fo  mueh  as  may  be  requifite  for  their  own  pri- 
vate or  family's  ufe  or  confumption)  excepting  only  fuch 
pcrfon  or  perfons  as  fhall  produce  a  certificate,  under  the 
feal  and  fign  manual  of  the  fupremc  executive  authority  of 
the  refpe&ive  Hates,  purporting  that  the  faid  perfon  or  per- 
fons are  employed  or  permitted  to  make  purchafes  either 
on  account  of  the  public  Of  for  the  ufe  or  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ftate  of  which  be  or  they  are  members-* 
and  to  inflicT:  fuch  punifliment  upon  all  atrocions  offend- 
ers before  described  as  fhall  brand  them  with  indelible  in- 
famy. 

%.  And  ■whereas  there  is  good  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
many  of  the  emiffaries  and  abettors  of  general  Howe  are  dif- 
'perfed  through  the  United  States,  under  various  pretence* 
of  am'ufement.oT  bufmefs,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  fpread 
difaffediofi,  intimidate  the  people  by  falfe  news,  depreciate 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  avoid  ferving  in  the 
miliiia  or  paving  their' fines  i  to  prevent  thefe  mifchiefs  it  h 
moll  carnelUy  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive  power 
of  each  ftate  to  take  the  inoft  effectual  meafures  to  caufe  all 
perfons,  whofe  character  and  bufinefs  is  not  well  known  and 
approved  of  to  be  apprehended,  and  if  they  cannot  gives 
•jgood  and  fatisfaftory  account  of  themfelvcs,  that  they  be 
obliged  immediately  to  return  to  their  own  ftates  or  be  con* 
fined  in  goaj., 

...    The  committee  having  prepared,  d  circular  letter  to  accom- 
pany the  foregoing  refutations*  fnbm.itted  it  to  Congrefs,  and 
the  fame  w^-s  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
SIR, 

I  AM  drreeted  by  Congrefs  to  tranfmit  to  your  honorable 
body  the  inclofed  refutations,  which  the  prefling  wants  of 
the  army  and  the  arts  and  avarice  of  engroffers  and  extorti- 
oners have  tendered  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  general 
welfare.  •    • 

It  is  with  deep  concern,  that  Congrefs  after  having  for 
lorn-;  time  contemplated  in  painful  file  nee  the  mifchiefs  which 

threatened 


December,   1777.  589 

ihraatened  this  extended  continent  from  the  growing  avarice 
of  the  times  feel  themfelves  eonftrained  to  recommend  tnca- 
fures,  which  the  virtue  of  all  clafFes  of  met)  rendered  not 
long  fince  unneceffary.  And  which  a  fcrupulous  regard  for 
fecurity  of  property  to  every  citizen  of  thefe  dates  hag  hi* 
therto  reftraincd  from  adopting.  But,  unhappy  the  cafe  of 
America  1  laws  unworthy  the  character  of  infant  republics 
are  become  ne-effary  to  fupply  the  defect  of  public  virtue, 
acd  to  corned  the  vices  of  fome  of  her  fons :  and  fly?  is  cal- 
led upon  by  the  grand  principle  of  felf-prefervation  to  guard 
aga'tilt  the  paricide  of  thofe  whom  (he  has  foflered  in  her 
own  hofora. 

To  m*nds,  whofe  reflections  are  employed  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  that  feel  for 
every  circumtlancc  which  may  affect  the  honour  and  fafetjf 
of  thefe  dates,  it  mult  give  the  mod  painful  fenfations  to 
confuler,  that  at  a  time  when  the  late  figrial  fucceflTes  we  have 
bet  n  bleffed  with,  the  reduced  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the 
difficulties  they  meet  with  in  procuring  foreign  levies,  and 
the  political  complexion  of  «ffairs  in  Europe  have  deprived 
Britain  of  many  of  thofe  refourees,  on  which  (he  fo  much 
depended  .  when  the  number  and  improving  difcjpline  of  our 
army,  the  prodigious  augmt-ntation  of  our  military  (lores, 
the  quantity  of  provifions  with  which  this  country  abounds, 
and  the  large  fupplies  of  cloathing  which  have  of  late  been 
imported  by  private  perfons,  afford  not  only  the  opportunity, 
but  the  means,  under  divine  providence,  of  eftabliftring  our 
liberties  by  a  few  exertions,  this  bnght  prolpect  fhould  be 
clouded  over,  and  this  great  and  glorious  event  endangered 
by  the  langour  of  too  many  and  by  the  arts  and  avarice  of 
defigning  individuals,  who  like  the  Britilh  nabobs  of  the 
eaft  are  corrupting  the  manners  of  a  whole  nation  and  build- 
ing vaft  fortunes  on  the  dellru&ion  of  the  liberties  of  the 
wcltern  world. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  wife  and  fpirited 
laws  of  the  different  dates,  aided  by  the  influence  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  real  patriots,  will  fupply  effectual  remedies  to 
thofe  alarming  evils — that  the  old  and  hardened  offVnders  will 
be  puaiftied — that  thofe,  in  whofe  bofoms  the  fparks  of  pub* 
lie  virtue  are  not  yet  extinguiflied,  will  be  reclaimed,  the  lan- 
guid roufed  from  their  prefent  apathy  ;  and  that  all  claffes  of 
men  will  unite  with  their  former  (pint  and  virtue  againfl  an 
enemy  whofe  progrefs  is  marked  with  every  vefiige  of  bar- 
barity, and  whofe  determined  object  is  to  eftablifh  a  tyranny  of 

the 
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the  rro.fl  di-nj^rpy?  and  debating  nature  over  the  inhabitant!. 
<ti  a  v  ift  cm  tincnt. 

.  Congrefs  flatter,  themfelves  tba^Jt  the  refolutions  herewith 
tranfoiitted  will  tend  to  accomplifh  i'ome  of  thefe  valuable 
purnofts,  and  they  thcrtfori.  el' ecm  it  their  duty  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  fen'oub  confideration  of  your  honorable 
hptijf,  and  hope  they  will  be  carried  into  execution  as  fe- 
eietly  and  expeditioufly  as  poffihlc. 

By  orde    of  Congref<3, 
The  fcveral  matters  to   this  day   referred  being  poflponed^ 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

k    0  n  D  A  Y,    Decmler    22,    '"77. 

A  letter  of  the  1  Ith  and  one  of  the  2 2d  from  Thomas  Mul- 
lens, brigade  major  to  general  Conway,  with  a  certificate  in 
his  ho.  or  iron-!  lord  Stirling  and  general  Sullivan  ;  a  letter  from 
brigadier  de  Roche  Fcimoy  ;  one  from  monf.  dc  Kermovan  ; 
two  from  the  chevalier  de  Bouchet ;  and  one  from  the  vif- 
comnte  de  1  aumagne  ;   were  read  : 

Or,/,-,r/,   That  it  be  rcfeired  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  leuer  of  November  29th  from  general  R.  Howe,  at 
O.iai kl!o\Mi,  Soulq  Carolina,  and  one  from  colonel  D  IVia- 
fon,  nt  W iiliiia!ibtnp;h,  were  read: 

G>-,l,<redy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board   of  war. 

M>.  Folfom,  a  member  from  New-Hampfbire  laid  before 
Congrcis  a  prngraph  of  a  letier  from  an  officer  of  the  t'oops 
fcom  that  Han-  in  the  army  under  genenl  Vafhington  lepre- 
i  nrjng  the  difj  1  effes  of  1 1  e  hod  ti oops  for  want  of  cloathing  : 

Orh'-cJ,  That  the  faid  paragraph,  together  with  the  re- 
rr.oivbariee  lately  received  {rt^i\  the  council  and  affembly  of, 
J-'cnrii  \\\ •;>i'.:-:i,    be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war. 

lL.nl:  t, I  '•  l;at  Inch  gold  and  lilver  as  fhall  be  received  in 
confluence  of  the  resolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  '9th,  for 
provision's  and  other  neceffanes  fupplid  by  *he  public  to  pri- 
io:eis  ifi  the  power  yf  the  United  states  of  America,  fhall  be 
fqrthwjjt.h  p;o'd  into  the  continental  treafury,  fubject  to  the- 
rV'm-e  ovu'-r  of  Congr,fs. 

T!ie  eoinmitie^  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  repert  |  where- 

Vj.OI! 

0  .Ur.cl.  Tl \j&  thiee  hundred  dollars  he  advanced  to  lieu- 
vci;a  ot  colonel  Failiy,  on  his  pay.   he  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  011  Thomas  Smith,  commiffioner  of 
the  loan  office  in  the  flate  of  Pcnnfylvania,  for  ten  tboufand 
.i-llars,   ii  .fav.>r  of  Hlias  Baudinot,  commiffary  general    of 

prifoners, 


D  s  c  i  m  e  i  i,   1777..  59^ 

general  of  ptifoners,  00  application  of  the  board  of  war  ; 
the  faid  commiflary  general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  five  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  James 
Armitrong  WiTon.  for  recruiting  two  independent  compa« 
Hies  to  be  under  his  command,  ordered  to  be  Itatioued  at 
Carhfle  .   the  laid  Major  Wilfon  to  be  accountable. 

That  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars 
and  z-^dsbe  paid  to  captain  John  F.  Mercer,  being  the  bal- 
lance  of  bounty,  cloathing  and  blankets  due  to  fifty  three 
©on-commilTioncd  officers  and  privates  of  the  third  Virginia 
regiment,  now  under  the  command  of  the  faid  captata 
Mercer,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  this  fum. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of. the  committee,  refpedting  the 
eflablilhiTient  of  a  French  legion,  be  poftponed. 

The  fcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed| 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  23,   1777. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  and  one  of  the  1  ith  from  general 
Gates;  one  of  the  12th  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  R,  Ptgot,  to  lieutenant  general  Bur 
goyne,  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  3d  from  colonel  Ganfevort  .  one 
of  the  29th  of  November  ftom  E.  Hancock,  deputy  pay- 
master general  in  the  Eaftern  department,  with  a  monthly 
return  :  one  of  the  15th  from  colonel  Mafoa  at  Williamf- 
burgh  ;  and  one  of  the  17th  of  O&obcr  la  ft  from  captain  J. 
Kendrick    at  Nantes,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with 
that  inclofed  from  R.  Pigot,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  general  Heath's  letter. 

That  the  letter  from  colonel  Ganfevort  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

That  the  letters  from  Mr  Hancock  and  colonel  Mafon  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  the  letter  from  J. 
Ktndrick  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  laid  before  Congrefs  an  ac- 
count of  the   expences  incurred  by   that    flate  for  priloners. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed), 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  December    24,   1777. 
A    memorial    from  lieutenant    colonel    Barton*  who  took 
general  A  refcot  prifoner,  was  read  ;  whereupon 

JRefohed, 
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Refolved,  That  lieutenant  colonel  William  Barton,  on, 
account  of  his  enterprizing  fpirit  and  his  merit  in  taking 
maj  r  general  Pretcot  prifoner,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the  nited  States  .  and 
that  he  be  recommended  to  general  Wafhington,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fuch  fervice8  as  he  may  deem  belt  adapted  to  hit 
genius. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  having  applied  for  an  advance 
of  one  huadrtd  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  to  their  Hate, 
to  pay  for  goods  collected  and  feized  for  the  continental 
army,  in  conftquence  of  a  recommendation  of  Congrefs, 

Application  being  alfo  made  by  the  delegates  ©f  New* 
Jerfey  for  an  advance  of  ofie  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
dollars  to  that  itate  ;  and  by  the  delegates  from  New  Hamp. 
(hire  for  an  advance  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars to  their  date 

Ordered.  That  thefe  feveral  applications  be  referred  to  th# 
board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon 

Ordere...  That  fix  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Rurofcy,  one  of  the 
faid  delegates  .  that  date  to  be  accountable. 

That  fifteen  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Melcher» 
barrack matter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  ht6  department,  and 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  all  the  forces  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Gates,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  the  Northern  de- 
partment, fhall  be  paid  by  Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior,  pay- 
mafter  in  the  Northern  department. 

A  letter  from  the  prefident  of  the  council  of  Pennfylvania 
to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Duer, 
and  Mr.  Dyer. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Mifflin,  by  his  proftor  William 
Lewis,  was  read,  relative  to  the  brig  Sally,  captured  by 
Samuel  Champlin,  commander  of  the  privateer  American 
Revenue,  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  in  the 
tfate  of  North  Carolina,  alledging  that  the  condemna* 
tion  wus  wrongfully  obtained  by  a  fortius  and  fraudulent 
act  of  captain  Champlin,  and  praying  the  privilege  of  an  ap- 
peal. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  memorial  from  Ifrarl  Pc  mberton  and  others  to  the  Con* 
rrefs,  and  cxecntivt  council  of  Pcnnfylvania,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  pay  and  al- 
lowance ought  to  be  maoc  to  continental  flying  camp  and 
militia  officers,  captivated  by  the  enemy,  and  held  as  prifon- 
ers  or  admitted  to  return  home  on  parole,  brought  in  a  rc« 
port: 

Ordered,  That  the  confr  eration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  ot  three  be  appointed  to  take 
Into  confideration  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  the  letter  of 
the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp, directed  to  general  Waflv 
ington  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Gerry,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Witherfpoon. 

The  fcveial  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Friday. 

F  k  t  n  A  v,  December  26,  1 777. 

A  letter  of  November  aSth  from  general  Schuyler  at 
Saratoga,  was  read. 

Re/ohed,  Th?t  three  members  be  -added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  ot  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and  into  the  conduct 
of  the  general  officers  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time 
of  the  evacuation  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Ellery. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoinjed  to  devife 
effectual  means  to  prevent  perLns  difaffe&bd  to  the  intereft 
of  the  United  States  from  being  employed  m  any  of  the 
important  offices  thereof ; 

The  members  choicn,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr  Clark,  and 
Mr  Ellery. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  William  Lux  was  read,  in- 
clofing  two  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  c'oatlu'er  general 
by  Raymond  Demere,  one  in  favor  of  John  Wright  Sran- 
ley,  for  one  thoufand  five-hundred  and  fixty  two  dollar* 
and  1-2,  dated  Savannah.  November  ift,  1777,  and  the 
other  of  the  fame  date,  in  favor  of  Peter  Lavitn  and  com- 
pany, for  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety  nine  dol- 
lars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury. 

-The 
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The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  that 
parted  between  general  Heath  and  lieutenant  general  Bur- 
goyne,  relative  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of 
November  and  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  November  from 
lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  to  general  Gates,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  refolve  itfelf  in  the  afternoon 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideratiou 
the  foregoing  report. 

A  letter  of  the  2 2d  and  one  of  the  23d  from  general 
Wafhington,  with  fundry  papers  indofed,  was  read 

Ord  red,   That  they    be  referred   to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Witherfpoori,  and 
Mr.  Harvie. 

Three  o'Cloch,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  3  committe  of  the  whole,  to 
tonfider  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  that  paffed  between  general  Heath  and  lieutenant 
general  Burgoyne  relative  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs 
»f  the  8th  of  November  and  the  letter  of  the  14th  of 
November  from  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  to  general 
Gates;  and  after  ■  fome  time  fpent  thereon  the  prefide'nt 
relumed  the  ehair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  repotted  that  the 
Committee  have  had  under  coniideration  the  report  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  defiie  leave 
lo  fit  again  : 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  to-morrow  be  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  foregoing 
report 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■    il   diot 
S  A  t  V  r  b  a  y,    December;  2?,    1777. 

A  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  brigadier  Enoch  Poor,  was  read, 
recommending  the  reverend  Mr.  Ifrael  Evans  as  chaplain  to 
his  bngade : 

Ordered,  That  the  ctinfiderat ton  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  memorial  from  brigadiers  Poor  and  Patterfon  ws< 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  csufes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticondero- 
ga,  &c,  A  memorial 
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A  memorial  from  monficur  de  la  Balme  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  pollponed. 
A  letter  of  the  6th  from  Thomas  Cuming  was  read,  ?n- 
clofing  a  bill  drawn  by  him  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  prcfi.'ent 
of  the  marine  committee,  in  favor  of  Andrew  and  James 
Caldwell,  for  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  nine 
dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  petition  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Batwell  was  read, 
letting  forth  "  that  by  meant  of  his  confinement  he  is  lan- 
guishing under  a  dangerous  difordcr,"  and  praying  "  to  be  en- 
larged on  parole,  or  on  giving  fecurity,  or  both,  an  indulgence 
which  he  requefts  for  the  fake  of  his  private  affairs  and  the 
re-eftablimment  of  his  health  :"  ' 

Alfo  a  certificate  from  dodior  Henry  was  read,  teftifying, 
"  that  the  petitioner  labours  under  a  complication  of  difor- 
ders.  and  that  clear  air  and  gentle  exercife  are  abfolutcly  ne- 
cefTary  for  his  recovery    "   whereupon 

It  was  moved,  "  That  the  petitioner  be  allowed  to  go  to 
his  farm,  giving  his  parole  to  hold  no  correfpondence  with, 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  do  any  thing  what- 
ever to  the  prejudice  of  the  American  caufe,  there  to  remain 
till  further  orders  :'" 

Mr.  Folfom, 
Mr.  Froft, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr   Lovell, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr  Witherfpoon,  ay 
Mr  Clark,  no 

Mr   Roberdeau,     no 
Mr.  James  Sn.ith,  ay 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Harvie,  ay 

Mr.  Pcnn,  ay 

Mr.  Harnett,        ay 
South -Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,         no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Wood,  no 


New  Hampfliirc, 
MafTachufetts-Bay, 

Rhode- Ifland, 
Connecticut* 
New- York, 

New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 


1»1 

10  J 


no 

no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 

HO 

no 


divided, 

divided. 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
Vol.  III.  ft  b  b  b 


Mr.  Langworthy,  nom 


Refohti9 


555        JOURNALS   OF    CONGRESS. 

RefofoeJ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  the  reverend  MV» 
Batwell  mould  be  difcharged  from  confinement,  on  taking  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  ftate  of  Pcnnfylvania  ;  or  on  his  re- 
fufal,  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  go   with  his  family  into' 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  four  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  gene- 
ral Conway,  on  account  of  his  pay,  and  that  the  fame  be 
delivered  to  major  Mullen  ;  general  Conway  to  be  accounta- 
ble : 

That  four  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  reverend  John 
Hurt,  on  account  of  his  pay  as  chaplain  of  brigadier  Wee- 
don's  brigade     he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  fixty  dollars  be  paid  by  John  Gibfon,  auditor  gene- 
ral, to  Francis  Minnis  lieutenant  in  captain  Lewis's  com- 
nany  of  the  firft  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  colonel 
Hendricks,  for  which  fum  the  faid  colonel  is  to  be  accounta- 
ble : 

That  fifty  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  boardof  war, 
to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  junior, 
deputy  paymalter  in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  Thomas  Smith,  oommifEoner  of 
the  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favor  of  colo- 
nel W;  Buchanan,  commiffary  general  of  pun  hafes,  for  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ;  the  faid 
commiffary  general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  forty-Teven-  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  dol- 
lars and  25-901I1S  be  pakl  to  monfieur  Rouilhac,  in  difcharge 
of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Abraham  Li- 
ving (ton  and  William  Turnbull,  dated  Bofton  the  17th  of 
June  lalt,  ia  favor  of  captain  Pierre  de  Campe,  for  value  re- 
ceived of  James  Pierce  in  fundry  merchandize  for  public  fer- 
•vice,  which  bill  is  directed  to  the  honorable  Robert  Morris, 
chairman  of  the  fecret  committee  of  Congrefs,  and  for  pay- 
ment to  apply  to  James  Meafe,  cloa  hicr  ;  for  which  fum  the 
faid  clo.ithier  general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
coniider  farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter* 
that  paired  betwda  ge&ercl  Heath  and  lieutenant  general  Bur- 

goyne, 
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£©yne,  relative  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of 
November,  and  the  letter  from  general  Hmgoync  to  general 
■Gates  of  November  14th,  1777,  and  after  fome  time  iha 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  I..  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration 
the  repovt  to  them  referred  and  have  come  to  two  refolution? 
thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report : 

Ordered   That  they  be  now  received  : 

The  refolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  coufideration  thereof  be  poflponed  to 
Monday. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,    December  29,  1  -77, 

A  letter  of  the  3d  and  two  of  the  4th  of  November,  from 
general  R.  Howe  at  Charleftown,  South  Carolina,  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  delegates  from  the  Mate  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  refolution  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  general  affembly  of  that 
commonwealth,  paffed  December  12th,  1777.  impowering 
any  two  of  their  delegates,  from  that  time  until  the  end  of 
two  months  after  the  expiration  of  that  feffion  of  the  gene- 
ral affembly.  to  rcprefent  the  flatc  in   Congrefs. 

Refolvea,  That  the  committee  on  the  letters  of  the  2 2d 
and  23d  from  general  Wafhington  be  difcharged  ;  and  that 
the  faid  letters  be  committted  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  faid  board,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Ger- 
ry and  Mr.  Clark,  be  fully  impowered  to  take  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  fupplying  the  army  with  provifions  and  other 
ncceffaries. 

A  letter  from  major  Dennis  John  du  Bouchet  was  read, 
wherein  he  reprefents,  that  his  bad  ftate  of  health  obliges 
him  to  quit  the  fervice  and  return  to  France,  and  praying  for 
a  certificate  of  his  paft  fervices  and  the  reafon  of  his  return 
to  France  ;  intimating  at  the  fame  time  fome  cmbarrafTmcnt 
with  regard  to  his  finances. 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him,  and  that 
his  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  three  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to  Rich- 
ard Rofs,  exprefs  rider,  in  part  of  his  demand  for  fervices 
^o  the  1 6th  or  October  lall  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  thirty  dollars  and  44-yotbs  be  paid  to  monfieur  Rou- 
ilhac,  bting  fo  much  fhort  charged  by  him  in  his  tntereft  ac- 
count on  Livinglton  and  Turnbull  6  bill  of  June  the  17th, 
in  favor  of  captain  Pierre  de  Campe,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  cloathier  general. 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  John  Lawrence,  commiflioner  of 
the  loan  office  in  the  Itate  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  Jamet 
Stevenfon.  one  of  the  commilTioners  of  accounts  for  the  Laft- 
cm  department,  for  fix  hundred  dollars,  to  be  advanced  to 
him,  and  ior  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  thirty  dollars  be  paid  to  Martin  Nicolas,  as  a  gratui- 
ty for  riding  exprefs  with  intelligence  to  Congrefs 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  commilTioners  of  the  continental 
loan«offices  of  the  United  States  be  dirt&ed  to  pay  the  an- 
nual intereft  ariling  on  certificates,  that  are  or  may  be  iffued 
from  their  refpeclive  offices,  taking  receipts  and  making 
returns  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  board  of  treafu- 
xy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  thic  day  referred  being  poftpo»ed» 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T  u  E  s  d  A  y,  December  30,  1 777* 
The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  Ilth  from  ths  navy  board  at  Bordenton,  complaining  of 
the  difrefpecr.  and  ill  treatment  which  one  of  the  faid  board 
lately  received  from  John  Barry,  commander  of  the  frigate 
Effingham,   brought   in  a  report  ;  whereupon 

Refoived,  That  captain  John  Barry  be  required  immediate" 
ly  to  attend  Congrefs,  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  exhibited 
again  ft  him,  and  that  he  be  furnifhed  with  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  the  navy  board,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  faid  com- 
plaint. 

Whereas  it  is  effentially  neceffary  to  the  marine  fervice,  that 
the  officei  s  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  of  America  fhould 
pay  obedience  to  fuch  orders  as  the  navy  boards  in  the  rc- 
fpeftive  departments  may  at  any  time  find  nectffary  to  give 
them,  for  promoting  the  public  fervice;  and  that  all  the 
officers  in  the  faid  navy  fhould  treat  the  faid  navy  board* 
with  decency  and  wub  refpeA  ; 

RrftlytJ, 
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Refohed,  That  the  navy  boards  be  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  fufpend  any  officer  of  the  navy  within  their 
refpcdtive  diflri&s  who  (hall  tefufe  to  pay  obedience  to  fuch 
orders  as  they  may  think  neceflary  to  ifTue,  or  who  (hall 
treat  them  with  indecency  and  difrefpeel:  ;  and  the  faid  navy 
boards  are  hereby  required  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the 
marine  committee  of  any  fuch  fufpenfion,  with  the  reafons 
thereof. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  '.'  that  they  have  taken 
into  conlideration  the  proceedings  and  fentence  of  a  court* 
martial  held  on  hoard  the  (hip  Lion,  at  Bordenton  in  New- 
Jerfey,  for  the  trial  of  John  Stewart,  matter's  mate  cf  the 
fhip  Repulfe,  and  James  Ledlie,  mafter  at  arms  of  the  faid 
fhip,  and  John  Pemberton,  armourer,  John  Campbell,  quar- 
termafter,  and  >V.ichael  Tarney,  a  boy,  all  belonging  to  the 
faid  (hip  Repulfe  ;  and  it  appearing  that  the  criminals  pre- 
vious to  the  offences  for  which  0  ey  are  under  condemnation, 
had  behaved  themfelves  as  became  their  Rations,  and  no  po- 
fitive  proof  appearing  that  they  intended  to  defert  to  the 
enemy;  and  they  being  recommended  as  proper  fubjefts  of 
mercy,  it  is  their  opinion  that  they  be  pardoned,  on  con- 
dition they  will  inlilt  to  ferve  as  privates  in  the  navy  during 
the  war. 

Refohed,  That  Congrefs  concur  with  the  committee. 

Three  o'clock,  P  M. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 
Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  inform 
the  brave  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army  now 
in  camp,  that  as  the  fituation  of  the  enemy  has  rendered 
it  neceflary  for  the  army  to  take  pod  in  a  part  of  the  country 
not  provided  with  houfes,  and  in  confequence  thereof  to  refide 
in  huts  ;  Congrefs  approving  of  their  ioldieily  patience,  fide- 
lity and  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  have  directed 
one  month's  extraordinary  pay  to  be  given  to  each  ;  and  are 
exerting  thernlelves  to  remedy  the  inconvenitneies  which  the 
army  have  lately  experienced  from  the  defects  of  the  com- 
miflary's  and  cleathier's  departments. 

That  after  the  firfl  day  of  January  next  the  commifiary 
general  of  purchafes  be  direfted  from  time  to  time  to  com- 
pute the  coit  of  each  part  of  a  ration,  agreeably  to  the  prime 
cott  of  the  articles  coropofing  the  fame  ;  and  that  he  fend 
a  certificate  thereof  to  the  beard  of  treafury  ;  and  alio  to  the 

commifiary 
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commiflary  general  of  iflues,  who  is  thereupon  dire&ed  U 
publifh  the  fame  to  the  ifiuing  commifiaries,  to  be  by  them, 
obferved  in  lieu  of  the  eftimate  made  in  the  38th  article  of 
the  commilTary's  regulations,  palled  by  Congrefs  the  10th 
of  June  laft. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  recommend  to 
the  officers  of  the  army  to  draw  fuch  a  part  of  their  rations 
only  as  may  be  jneceffary  for  their  refpective  fubfiftence,  and 
to  receive  the  refidue  thereof  in  money  at  the  eftimated 
colt  aforefaid,  until  the  difficulties  arifing  from  the  pre- 
fent  deficiency  in  the  commiffary's  department  fhall  be  re- 
moved. 

Refohed,  That  the  powers  veiled  in  general  Wafhington 
by  the  refolutions  of  the  17th  of  September  and  8th  of  Oc- 
tober laft,  and  the  10th  inftant,  be  extended  from  the  laft. 
day  of  the  prefent  month  to  the  10th  day  of  April  next, 
u-nlefs  fooner  revoked  by  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  perfons,  inhabitants  of  any  of  thefe  United 
States,  who  have  voluntarily  inlifted  or  fhall  fo  inlift  with 
or  join  the  enemy  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  have  been  or  fhall 
be  taken  in  arms  be  confined  in  clofe  jails?  fubjrft  to  'Ijc 
delivered  up  to  the  refpe&ive  ftates  to  which  they  belong,  to 
be  dealt  with  agreeably  to  the  laws  thereof  ;  and  that  the 
commiflary  general  of  prifoners  and  his  deputies  be  directed 
from  time  to  time  to  tranfmit  to  the  refpc&ive  ftates  the 
names  of  fuch  of  their  citizens,  who  have  been  made  pri- 
soners. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  was  read,  de- 
firing  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general  ;  where- 
upon 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy  be  informed 
that  Congrefs  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  promote  him  to 
the  rank  he  folieits. 

Refohed,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  an 
adjutant  general  in  the  room  of  colonel  Pickering,  who  is 
called  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wedk  esday,    December  31,    1777. 
A  letter  of  the  2 2d,  and  one   of  the  25th  from  governor 
Uvingfton  were  read. 

Application  being  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for 
five  field  pieces  for  the  ufe  of  their  ftate. 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Three  o'clock,    P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  for  goods 
collected  and  feized  for  the  continental  army,  in  confequenct 
of  a  recommendation  of  Congrefs;  the  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  delegates,  and  the  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  William  Armftead,  commifiioner 
of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  the 
delegates  ef  the  faid  ftate,  for  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  for  the 
purpofe  expreffed  in  the  foregoing  order  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be 
accountable. 

That  twenty  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war, 
to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  John  Smith,  efquire,  county 
lieutenant  of  Frederick,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  to  defray 
the  expences  of  building  barracks,  purchafing  provifions  for 
prifoners  of  war  in  the  faid  county,  and  the  guards  over  them, 
and  alfo  for  paying  the  guards,  agreeably  to  the  letter  of  Oc- 
tober 23d,  from  his  excellency  governor  Henry  to  colonel 
William  Kennedy,  the  faid   John  Smith    to  be. accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  commifiioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  New  Jerfey  for 
fifty  thoufand  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollar* 
be  paid  to  captain  Williams,  in  the  North- Carolina  forces, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  officers  and  recruits  belonging 
to  the  feveral  Virginia  battalions  under  the  command  of  co- 
lonel John  Williams,  now  detained  in  York  by  direction  of 
the  board  of  war  ;  for  which  purpofe  the  faid  captain  Wil- 
liams i6  fpecially  appointed   paymafter. 

Ordered)  That  captain  Williams  forthwith  pay  off  the  faid 
recruits,  according  to  the  mufter  rolls  attefted  by  general 
Conway,  and  produce  receipts  from  each  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers  receiving  the  money,  fpecifying  the  regiment  or  corps 
to  which  they  belong,  to  be  tranfmitted  by  the  auditor  gene- 
ral to  the  paymafter  general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered)  That  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced 
to  William  Buchanan,  commifiary  general  of  purchafes,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  middle  diftrict ;  the  faid  commifiary  general  to 
be  accountable. 

That 
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That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts- 
Bay,  for  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favof  of  James 
Meafe,  cloathier,  for  the  ufe  of  his  deputy  Samuel  Allen 
Otis,  at  Bofton,  the  faid  cloathier  general  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  the  cloathier  general  be  directed  to  autho- 
rife  Samuel  A.  Otis,  his  deputy,  to  draw  bills  on  him  for 
fuch  fums  as  (hall  be  neceflary  to  anfwer  the'demands  on  Mr. 
Otis,  for  cloathing,  which  cannot  be  difcharged  by  the 
preceding  draught. 

Whereas  Samuel  A.  Ott3,  deputy  cloathier  general  in  the 
(late  of  Maflaehufetts- Bay,  hath  fignified  to  Congrefs,  that 
he  hath  contracted  with  fundry  perfohs  in  the  faid  ftate  for  a 
large  quantity  of  cloathing  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  at  the  mod  extravagant  rate  often  to  eighteen  hundred 
per  cent,  and  that  fome  of  the  holders  of  the  faid  yoods  have 
even  refufed  to  deliver  him  the  fame  until  they  (hall  receive 
the  cafh,  thereby  adding  to  extortion  the  crime  of  wounding 
the  public  credit  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  and  manifefting  a  dif- 
pofition  callous  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  untouched  by 
the  fevere  fufferings  of  their  countrymen,  expofed  to  a  winter 
campaign,  in  defence  of  the  common  liberties  of  their  country. 

Refolvedi  therefore,  That  Mr.  Otis  be  directed  to  pay 
only  for  fuch  of  the  faid  cloathing  a3  he  may  have  actually 
received,  at  the  rate  for  which  he  may  have  contracted  for 
fuch  cloathing. 

Relblvedy  That  it  be  mofc  earneftly  recommended  to  the 
legiflative  authority  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  im- 
mediately to  take  and  feizethe  refidue  of  the  cloathing  which 
the  holders  thereof  have  refufed  to  deliver  t®  the  faid  Samuel 
A  Otis,  agreeably  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the 
20th  inftant,  which  cloathing  fhall  be  paid  for  in  manner  and 
at  the  rate  mentioned   therein,  and  not  otherwife. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  prefident  of  the 
council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  the  terms  following  : 

"  It  is  with  inexpreffible  concern  that  Congrefs  learn 
the  extortionate  views  and  demands  of  the  proprietors  of 
cloathing  lately  purchafed  or  attempted  to  be  purchafed  within 
your  ftate  by  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Otis,  deputy  cloathier  general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  now  expofed  in  the  field 
to  the  feverities  of  the  feafon ;  and  that  thofc  individuals 
mould  even  add  to  the  crime  of  extortion  a  greater,  if  poffible, 
that  of  refufing  to  deliver  the  goods  upon  the  credit  of  the 
Thirteen  United   States,  whereby  they  aot  only  wound  the 

public 
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public,  but  in  all  probability  will  be  the  means  of  many  brave 
foldiers  perifhing  in  the  field,  merely  for  want  cf  neccflary 
cloaths 

"  This  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  depravity  of  morals  in 
fo  many  of  the  citizens  of  thefc  dates  is  a  mod  alarming  cir-« 
cumftance  ;  and  if  the  feveral  governments  do  not  fpeedily  ex- 
ert their  authority  effectually  to  fupprefs  fuch  unheard  of  ex- 
tortion, it  will  unqueftionably  ifTue,  and  at  no  very  diftant 
period  in  the  dctlru&ion  of  the  liberties  of  this  continent. 
Congrefs  feel  themfelves  obliged  to  found  the  alarm,  however 
diftreffing  t  miy  be,  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of  thefe  ftates. 
that  their  revenues  cannot  fupport  fuch  aftonifhing  extrava- 
gance Shall  we  then  tamely  fee  ourfelves  compelled,  by  the 
wicked  conduct  of  fome  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  to 
the  cruel  necefiity  of  fubmitting  to  the  mercy  of  an  enraged 
tyrant. 

"  This  mult,  however,  inevitably  be  our  fate,  mould  wc 
delay  applying  a  remedy  to  fo  dangerous  an  evil.  Congrefs 
have  judged  it  indifpenfibly  necefTary  to  come  into  the  refo- 
lutions  inclofed  herein,  and  thofe  lately  tranfmitted  on  a  like 
fubject,  which  you  are  defired  immediately  to  lay  before  the 
general  affembly  for  their  confideration,  who  are  requefted, 
to  keep  thefe  resolutions  and  their  proceedings  thereon  fecret, 
till  carried  into  execution." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  as  it  is  expedient  to  promote  a  fpeedy  re* 
formation  in  the  army,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  difcipline 
as  oeconomy  ;  and  the  number  of  officers  being  already  out 
of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the  privates,  to  avoid  further 
embarraflWnts  in  this  refpect,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
governments  of  the  Several  ftates,  to  fufpend  filling  up  any 
vacancies  in  their  refpective  regiments,  until  they  fhall  hear 
further  from  Congrefs  on  the  fubject. 

A  motion  was  made  for  fending  a  committee  to  camp : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

Refolded,  That  the  appointment  of  an  adjutant  general  be 
farther  poftponed. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fcrmoy ; 
•ne  of  the  8th  of  November  from  Nicholas  Cooke,  prcfident 
of  the  council  of  war  for  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland ;  and 
one  of  the  17th  inftant  from  Jeremiah  Powell,  prcfident  of 
the  council  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcdj 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

END   OF    VOLUME    III. 
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— — — manned  and  repaired,                                     271,  273 
Bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  on  the  commiflioners  at 

Paris,              ■,              ,    y  319 

Blaine  Ephraim,  appointed  commiflary,  107 

1 deputy  commiflary  general  of  purchafes,  314 

Blankets,  an  afleffment   of"  recommended,          84,  391,  395 

Blicker  James  efquire,  commiflary  of  ifliies,  314 

Board  of  war  and  ordnance,  new  members  added  to  it  17 

1 01,   174,  2*4,  440 

« _  dire&ed  to  purchafe  woolens   at  Baltimore,     43,  77 

» to  purchafe  cannon,  96 

, their  report  on  various  fubje&s  confidered,  203 

. to  confer  with  the  commiflary  of  pnfonersj  321 

— report,  ^63 

Board  of  war,  a  new  one  cftabliflied,  443 

r              its  powers,  ibid 

, members,                                                          481,  516 

their  falary,  444 

. members  added  to  it,  510 

. commiflioners  for  it  appointed,  541 

Boudinot  Elias,  appointed  commiflary  general  of  pri- 

foners,  and  to  rank  as  colonel,  2t5 

Bradford  William  junior,  deputy  muftermafter  general,  130 

Brigadiers 
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Brigadiers  chofen,                                       73,   107,   no,  179 

— their  rank,  73 

'  for  Not  th- Carolina,  50 

Brig  Richmond  (vide  appeal)  7 

Briftol,  troops  there  ordered  to  camp,  I  50 

troops  from  Philadelphia  and  Annapolis  ordered 

there,  155 

Brown,  colonel  John's  refignation  accepted,  90 

Brown,  John  to  be  fecured,  5 1 8 
Brown  doctor  William,  furgeon  general  of  the  middle 

department,  264 
Buchanan    William   efquire,  commiflary   general   of 

purchafes,  312 
Budden  James,  manager  of  the  United  States  lottery,  ij6 
Bullit,  Thomas  efquire,  deputy  adjutant  general,  pro- 
moted to  colonel,  73 
Burgoyne  lieutenant  general,  his  capitulation,  447 

. account  to  be  taken  of  his  troops,  486 

■    ■           his  officers  admitted  to  parole,  487 

Butler  Thomas,  public  armourer,  33 

C 
Cadwallader  J.  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 
Claijoa    William;  interpreter  for  the    northern  depart- 
ment, 12 
Campbell  Richard,  appointed  major,  30 

-— 1 his  cafe  referred,  181 

Campbell  Donald,  his  fentence  of  the  court  martial  re- 
,  .  .  ferred  to  general  Gates,  1 6 
w  report,  2  6 
Campbell  .colonel,  admitted  to  parole,  3:6 
Certificates  loan-office,  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  al- 
lowed on  them,  77 
Chaplains  to  the  hofpitals  appointed,  4C0 
Chew   Benjamin,  piifoner,    ordered  to  Virginia   with 

the  honorable  John  Penn,  362 
Clay  Jofeph.  deputy  paymafter  general  for  Georgia,  314 
Clinton  George,  elected  brigadier,  100 
Cloathing,  advifed  to  be  collected  602,  539 
College  of  Jerfey  relieved,  2S8 
Colonels  feveral,  their  rank  fettled,  371 
Colt  Peter  efquire,  deputy  commiflary  general  of  pur- 
chafes, 32  t 
Chaplain  regiment,  132 
7'  ■  i  brigade,  203 
■■.                                                              Commander 
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Commander  of  a  department,  not  bound  by  the  fenti- 

ments  of  a  court-martial,  og 

Committee  of  appeals  appointed,  43 

__ —  members,  ibid  and  84 

, difcharged,  and  a  new  one  appointed,  174 

, ,  a  new  appointed,  430 

. members,  43 1 .51$ 

_         of  fecret  corrcfpondence,  to  difcourage  applica- 
tions from  foreign  gentlemen  for  offices,  85 
to  be  ftiled  in  future  *■*  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fairs,''                                                                     142 

two  members  added,  201 

fecret,  reformed  and  ftiled  "  committee  of  com- 
merce," 
__ —  for  Indian  afFairs,  members  added  to  it,  51 

. report  confidered,  41. 6.6 

. for  Indian  afFairs,  a  (landing  appointed,  41 1 

i of  ways  and  means,  report,  73 

re  afTutned,  80 

— —  of  ways  and  means,  a  new  one  appointed,  J  88 

report,  545 

of  intelligence,  two  members  added,  26 

refpefting  the  laying  up  magazines  of  provifions, 

appointed,  26 

* to  confider  the  (late  of  afFairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, 307 

•  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the  northern 

department,  354 

. their  powers,  355 

Currency  continental,  means  of  fupporting  its  credit,     19.23 

. fee  farther,  58.71 

Committee  to  devife  means  of  fuppreffing  toryifm,  148 

■ to  fupply  the  army  with  neceffaries,  their  powers,    365 

to  confider  the  practicability  of  burning  the  ene- 
my's fleet,  ibid 

to  furnifh  the  army  with  cloathing,  212 

> to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army,  report  to 

be  pnblifhed,  276 

to  devife  means  of  reinforcing  the  army,  15  J 

report,  _  ■     153. 1 55 

to  contract  with  colonel  Buchanan  for  provifions,     71 

' to  devife  means  of  pi  efcrving  the  health  of  the  army,  96 

to  confider  of  rewards  for  defiroying  the  enemy's 

{hips,  ~i?S 

Committee 
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Committee  to  difcourage  defertion,  59 
report,  77 
y  ■  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  weftern  frontiers,  333 
.  to  confult  with  general  Washington  on  a  win- 
ter campaign,  541 
m  1         to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  United  States,  1  &j 

■  ■            to  amend  the  articles  of  war,  report,  136 

■  to  conftder  the  means  of  oppofing  the  enemy 

in  the  Jerfeys,  J  26 

i         '  ■  report ,  129 

— — —  to  confer  with  the  council,  ibid 

•»■* to  confer  with  the  council  on  calling  out  the 

militia,  15$ 
1             i  to  examine  the  ftate  of  foreign  officers  applying 

for  c«mmiffions,  gt 

■■    ■         on  the  petition  of  Cbarleftown,  report  conftdercd,  190 

■  to  coniider  the  flates  bordering  on  the  enemy,  56$ 

*■*- report,  567 

»         —  for  regulating  the  feveral  boards  of  bufinefs 

■—— —  two  members  added  thereto,  14 

«  '  to  examine  the  claims  for  payment  againft  the 

flates,  86 

■  -  to  enquire  into  the  correfpondence  between  the 

fecret  committee  and  Silas  Dean,  30$ 
>        '   ■  to  regulate  the  mode  of  applications  to  Congrefs,  123 

— — — —  two  members  added,  142 

«— to  contract  for  cannon,  difcharged,  29 1 

*    ■          to  confer  with  the  board  of  war,  report,  136 

*— ; en  the  commiffary  department,  87 

- report,  I38.l63.22t 

■■             on  impreffing  carriages,  10 

»             report  re-committed,  33 

* !            to  aid  the  recruiting  fervice,  132 

*""            report,  134 

■  ■          to  confer  with  the  affembly  on  Indian  affairs,  200 

-  report,  204 

-  ■  —  on  the  return  of  ordnance  and  Stores  at  Sara- 

toga, 518 

■  report,  _  $3$ 

-  to  enquire  into  the  enemy's  treatment  of  Ame- 

rican prifoners  25,  report,  143 
■■  ordered  to  be  published,  ^46 
y    •-—  to  learn  the  quantity  of  provifioas  in  Philadel- 
phia, 131 

Commute* 
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Committee  of  Congrefs,  their  letters,  32*37-39 

__ of  Congrefs,  their  refolutions  on  the  petition 

.    of  Jonas  Fay,  &c.  259 

. -on  the  intention  of  raifing  colonel  Warner's 

regiment  ibid,  on  the  addrefs  of  Thomas 

Young                                                               -  260 

£ their  letter  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  75 

report,  ibid* 

Cornmiflioners  in  Europe  to  negociate  a  loan,  552 

to  fuperintend  the  factors  &c.  of  thefe,  ftates,  44S 

in  France,  enjoined  to  procure  cloathing  for 

the  army,                             ;  5  s 

to  declare  no  treaty  has  been,  or  will  be  held 

with    Great  Britain    inconfittent   with  the 

Independency  of  America,  52B 

•  -  in  room  of  Silas  Dean,  544 

« of  loan-offices,  to  make  monthly  return  to  the 

treafury,  IOO 

■ — of  accounts  appointed,  33° 

to  repair  to  fort  Pitt  appointed,  52  J 

s  their  powers,  5i* 

inftrudtions,  55^ 


Commiffary  general  s  department,  regulated  221 1  and 

the  pay  of  afcertained,  23S 

of  mutters,  rank  and  pay,  150  and  316 

1 of  iiTues  department,    regulated,  427 

Comrniflaries,  have  power  to  imprefs  waggons,  415 

Coui«iiffions  of  private  (hips  ef  war,  a  new  draught  of,       175 

— — fifty  blank  to  be  fent  to  Georgia,  205 

1 —  granted  by  R.h->de-I(land  confirmed,  115 

to  commiifaries  the  fprm  of,  -264 

Companies    two  to  be  raifed  on  the  continental  eftab-    

Kmment,  .  415 
one  on  the  Pennsylvania  eftablifhment,  32 

independent  to  be  raifed,  27 

Confederation,  articles  of  debated,         41 6. 424.43 1. 433. 435 

453'454  457*458*462  484.492-493.496. 

agreed  to,  5^2 

*. circular  letter  to  accompany  them,  5*$ 

thirteen  copies  of  it  to  be  [truck,  :  5'^ 

j — 1 propofed  to  the  refpeftive  fiates,  5*4 

a  translation  of  to  be  made  into  French,  54* 

Congrefs  adjonrned  to  Philadelphia,  8® 

to  !et  but  once  a-*l.ay,  5  '9 

9 ■  determined  upon  retaliation  toprifoners,  231 

Congrefi 
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Congrcfs  order  to  retaliate   the  ufage  of  general  Lee 

on  five  Hcliian  field  officers,  71 

their  averfion  to  fuch  feveri'ty,  ibid 

_ own  regiment,  that  title  difappioved  of  14Q 

■  ,  ■ — no  member  tcferve    therein  more  than   three 

years  in  fix,  433 

. remove  to  Lancafter,  400 

■ all  papers  on  public  bufinefs  to  be  directed  to,  445 

Conolly  John  doctor,  prifoner,  to  be  confined,  430 

Confpiracy  difcovered  to  Congrefg,  394 

~<m  refolves  in  confequence,  ibid 
Conway  Thomas,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis. 

appointed  brigadier,  l8o 
Council  of  Pesnfylvania,  their  letter  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, 3? 
»              report,  36 
Crawford  colonel  William,  reeommended  to   the  com- 
mand under  general  Hand,  522 
D, 
Davies  Nicholas,  his  cafe  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  263 

■  report,  287 
Dean  Silas,  efquire,  recalled,  524 
■■■■  to  return  to  America  with  the  firfl  opportunity,  564 
De  Arendt,  baron,  colonel,  9.2 
De  Bedaulx,  captain  by  brevet,  394 
De  Bone,  his  conduct  enquired  into,  refigns,  59! 
De  BuifTon,  chevalier,  appointed  major,  41 1 
De  Failly,  chevalier,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  341 
De  Foy,  baron's  memorial,  563 
De  Haas,  J.  P.  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 
t  •  •  ordered  to  head-quarters,  237 
Dc  Kalb  baron,  appointed  major  general,  395- 

receives  the  thanks  of  Congrefs,  378 

— date  of  his  commiflion,  410 

Dc  la  Balme,  monfieur  Mottin,  lieutenant   colpnel  pf 

the  horfe,  2 00 

.              infpe&or  general  of  the  cavalry,  271 

r- refigns,  429 

De  la  Fayette  marquis,  appointed  major  general,  303 

• his  appointment  agreeable  to  Congrefs,  549 

De  la  Radiere  monfieur,  appointed  colonel,  513 

Delaware  river,  its  defence  recommended,  23 1 

"■            i{s  defences  to  be  compleatedj  390 

D  d  d  d  De 
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De  Laumoy  monfieur,  colonel, 

De  Mauroy  vifcount,  receives  the  thanks  of  Congrefs, 

Deputy  niuftermafter  general,  his  rank, 

«— judge  advocate,  his  rank  and  falary, 

_ —  paymaller  general  his  pay  augmented, 

De  Roufi  Regnier,   monfieur,  lieutenant  colonel, 
De  St.  Ouary  baron,  propofals.  for  his  exchange, 
De  Vrecourt  count,   appointed  engineer, 
Delegates  from  ^.'afiachufctts- Bay's  credentials, 
■  i  -   —  farther  powers, 
i  from  New-  Hampfhire, 

. Connecticut  credentials, 

* Rhode  Ifland, 

— New- York, 

u..  New-Jerfcy, 

- Pennfylvaniaj, 

—  Delaware, 

> —  Maryland, 

Virginia, 

• their  further  powers, 

.  North-Carolina, 
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5*3 

31* 

130 

2.5 

360 

78 

55S 

133 

47 

8S 

41  and  190 

S 

2CQ 

2c6  and  502 

570 

83  and  395 

in 

69 
32* 
597 
210 

68 
512 

433 

Dickinfon  general,  to    reinforce  general    Washington 

with  the  militia,  388 
Dill  Robert,  paymaller  to  colonel  Hazen's  battalion,  5 
Difaffe&ed  perfuns,  meafure?  to  prevent  their  being  em- 
ployed by  the  public,  593 
„  to  be  apprehended,  350 
Difaffe&ion  in  Delaware  ltate,  meafures  for  [checking 

its  progrefs,  266 

D  ^'ars,  a  resolution  for  borrowing  13,000,000  of,  73 

Dorfet  monficur,   his  fetvices  rewarded,           -  513 

Dorfcy  captain,  refigns,  312 

Downe  Samuel,  auditor  of  accounts,  7 

Du  Bouchett  m-djor,  obtains  leave) to  return  to  France,  597 

Du  Coudray  moniieur  a  committee  to  confer  with  him,  279 

■ report,  285 

,  ,           his  pbn  of  the  fort  of  Billingfport  approved,  28 z 

\ infpe&oi*  or  military  manulaCtories,  323 

. appointed  fcaptaiPi  393 

, ^-m,  Congrefs  oiutr  the  honors  of  war  to.be  paid 

his  corpfc,  3Q5 

Dufteld 


—  South-Carolina, 

-  Georgia, 
no  Hate  to  fendlefs  than  two  or  more  thanieven, 
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JDitffield  Mr.  George,  chaplain  to  Congrefs,  40! 

Du  Gouvion  monfieur,   mijor  of  engineers,  271 

Du  Portail  chevalier,  colonel  of  engineers*  271 

* «•  appointed  brigadier  general  e\% 

E. 

Enemy,  advice  of  their  approach,  38  c 

Euiniers  monfieur,  appointed  captain,  341 

Eitates  forfeited,  a  fpeedy  [ale-  of  recommended,  541 

E 11  It  ace  Mr.  JoIim,   appointed  major,  481 

Ewing  John*  deputy  coramiflary  of  ifiues,  490 

<— George,  commifTary  or  hides,  312 

Expedition,  failure  of  e^ery,  ai    ay»  to  be  enquired 

into  ^44, 

Expence  public,  how  proportioned,  451 

F. 

Faneuil  monfieur,  colonel  by  brevit,  96 

■ his  fcheme  rejected,  87 

Field  odicers  of  Pennfylvania,  their  rank  fettled",  494 
Fire  fli  ps  to  be   fitted  out,                              280.298.540  494 

Flag  of  the  United  States,  235 

Fleet,  the  enemy's  expe&ed  in  the  Delaware*    .  382 

advice  of  its  arrival  in  Chefapeak  Bay,  342 

Fleury  monfieur,  appointed  captain  of  engineers,  198 

H prefented  with  a  horfe,  390 

'  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  538 

Flints,  perfons  ficiil'd  in  making  to  be  engaged,  488 
Forts,  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  an  enquiry  ordered 

int->  the  lofs  of,  544 
' — — -  Mercer,  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  lofs  of,  ibid. 
Forces  in  the  northern  department  to  be  paid  by  Jona- 
than Trumbull,  C92 
Franklin  William  meflage  to  him  from  Congrefs,  98 

fc  ordered  into  clofe  confinement,  Iji 

Frigates,  two  to  be  built  in  Connecticut,  33 

'  '•  <■<•  a  propofal  for  fecuiingthem  from  the  enemyi  473 

— —  on  the  ftocks,  a  guard  placed  over  them,  5,6 
Fulford    captain,   appointed  to   the  command  of  the 

Lexington  brig.  33 

G. 

Gadfden  brigadier,  refigns,  402 
Gamble  captain,  prifoner,   and  doftor  Stapleton,  the 

board  of  war  to  enquire  into  their  conduct,  178 

Gates 
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Gates  general,  defired  to  refume  the  office  of  adjutant 

general,  71 

-  ■     committee  to  confer  with  htm,  86 

• to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  1 00 

to  camp,  271 

committee  of  Congrefs  on  his  letter  report,  159 

-< to  command  the  northern  army,  3  10 

Congrefs  approve  of  the  conduct  of  his  troops,  41 1 

to  afiifl  in  itiengthening  the  defence  of  Hudfon's 

river,  4*5 

j and  his  troops  honored  hy  Congrefs,  472 

to  be  prefented  with  a  gold  medal,  ibid. 

his  future  operations  directed,  474 

blank  commifiions  fent  him  to  fill  up  the  vacan* 

cies  in  the  MafTachufetts  regiments,  412 

Ganfwoort  colonel,  and  troops  honored  by  Congrefs,  412 

promoted,  ibid. 

Georgia,    a  committee  to   take  that   ftatc  into  confi- 

deration,  295 

report,  3°6.339 

Gerardeau  John  Bohnn,  appointed  deputy  cotnmifla- 

ry  general  of  iffues,  314 
Gezeau  lieutenant  colonel,  an  exchange  for  hiro  pro- 

poled,  9 
Gillon  Alexander,  contract  made  with  him  for  cloath- 

ing,  &c  546 

Glover  J.  colonel,  appointed  brigadier  73 
Gold  and  iilver  received  for  provifions  furnifhed  the 

prifoncrs  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury,  599 
Govct  William,    affiftant  auditor  general,    his  falary 

augmented,  544 
Gray  Samuel,  ■efquirc,    deputy  commiffary  general  of 

iffues,  315 
Grayfon  colonel,    to  be  furnifhed    with  cloth  for  his 

regiment,  3* 
Grain  a  prohibition  again  ft  diftillation  of,  recommended,  81 
Green   major  general,  the   committee  to  confer  with 

him  report,  9" 

— —  refolve  of  Congrefs  on  hi*  letter,  270 

— honored    by   Congrefs,  and  prefented    with  a 

fword,  4"3 
H. 

Hancock  prefident,  takes  leave  of  Congrefs,  46 1 

— ■-  ■■  his  Ipecch,  461 

Hancock 
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Hancock  prefident  is  Toted  the  thanks  ef  Congrefs,  467 

Hand  colonel  Edward  appointed  brigadier,  107 

ordered  to  Fort  Pitt,  1 29 

Hardy  William,   paymafter  to  the    North- Carolina 

light  horfe,  348 
Harkemer  brigadier,  1  monument  to  be  ere&cd  to  his 

memory,  41c 

Harrifon,  colonels  regiment  ordered  to  camp,  206 
Haufeggcr  colonel,   board  of  war  to  enquire  into  his 

conduct,  58 
Hay  Udnry,    appointed  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet 

and  affiftant  deputy  quartermafter  general,  I  a 
Hazlewood  commodore  honored  by  Congrefs,            440.473 

— — —  a  fward  to  be  prefented  to  him,  -  473 

Heffian  field  officers  admitted  to  parole,  .   356 

Hillcgas  Mr.  trcafurer,  his  falary,  376 

. to  remove  to  Philadelphia,  321 

— ■ —  empowered  to  appoint  figners  of  the  money,  149 

Holtzendorf  baron,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  284 

Hoops  Robert,  deputy  commifTary  general  of  iflues,  263 

Hopkins  Gerard,  deputy  quartermallcr  appointed,  7 

Hopkins  commodore,  a  complaint  againft  him,  100 

fufpended,  102 

Kofpitals,  regulations  concerning  them,  126. 1 18.1 15 

— —  foldiers  in  the  who  are  capable  of  duty  to  join 

their  fcveral  corps,  15$ 

«          provided  for,  52* 
Houfton,  Mr.  William  Churchill,  deputy  fecretary  to 

Congrefs,  I OO 

How,  lord,  his  letter  referred  to  a  committee,  64 

— —  report,  71 
— —  his  letter  relative  to  the  exchange  of  captain  Jones,    85 

— — —  Robert  brigadier,  appointed  major  general,  446 

— —  fir  William's  retreat  from  Germantown,  447 

■  ■■-■■'  his  demand  anfwered,  56 1 

Hudfon,  Mr.  Jonathan  paymafter  in  Baltimore,  28 

Hudfon's  river,  cannon  to  be  fent  thither  for  its  defence,  :9a 

Hughes  Timothy,  appointed  captain,  128 

Huntington  Jedediah,  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  179 

Henry  major  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel*  410 

I. 

Indians  in  Nova-Scotia,  an  agent  appointed  for  them,  19 

his  inftru&ions,  21 

— '  ■    peace  with  them  advifed,  447 

Inliftmcnt 
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IijUfcrnent  of  folciers  encouraged,  304 
1,1  Ispendency,  the  declaration  of,    a  copy  to  be  fent 

into  each  Mate,  28 

Innoculation,  ill  faccefs  of,  enquired  into,  569 

]       Jligence,  committte  of.  a  member  added  thereto,  26 

. fa  he.  tne  prupogation  of  difcouraged,  421  ' 

IiW<$rcourfe  between  towns  in  poffefiion  of  the  enemy 

and  t.ie  country  prohibited,  430' 

Invalids,  plas  for  railing  a  corps  of  them,  281. 

1 1  .  tilon  from  the  enemy    apprehended,  IOO 

Irwing    t  nomas,  admitted  to  parole,  4 

Jar  vis  Leonard  ?/f r "s .  letter  confidered.,  33 

l.'oors ;J.o.hn  Paul,  appointed  captain  in  the  navy,  9I; 

-ir of  the  ihip  Ranger,  215. 

Journal,  all  proceedings  of   Congrefs  to  be  entered 

therein,  307 

. •  twenty  copies  of  to  be  diQributed, among  -the 

delegates  of  each  flcue,  2II„ 
■  i.  1          feven  hundred  to   be  put  into    the  fecretary's , 

hands,  ibid*' 
Kennon  WilUau).  report  of  the  committee  on  his  letter,      ia 

Kent  Nicholas,  pardoned,  278 
Knox,  brigadier  general,   refolves  of  Congrefs.  on  his 

letter,  270 
L. 

Lancafter,  three  tons  of  powder  fent  thither,  I    2 

— — - Congrels  to  meet  there  in  cafe  of  removal,  391 

-              committee  to,go  their  report,  §0$ 

La  Radiere,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  engineers,  271 

Lawfcn  colonel,  refigns,  579 
Lead  mines,  working  them  encouraged,  318.462- 
Leaden  fpouts  in    Philadelphia  to  be.  taken  down  for 

the  ufe  of  the.  laboratory,  s                                 '  35-O- 
Le  Brun,  monfieur  and  other  French  gentlemen,  pro- 

vifion  made  for  them,     ,  482.-50J-- 

Lee  colonel  William  re  con-,  mended  by  Congrefs,  joi 

Lee  general,  a  propofal  for  his  exchange,  5.8 

1 his  requelt  of  Congrefs  anfwered,  IOT 

Ls  TVlaire  Janu-s.  his  cafe,  31$ 

Letter  from  Benjamin  Frankbin  and  Silas  Deaae,  2  1 1- 

-■             from   Cornelius   Harnett,  48 

Lewis  brigadier  general,  refignK  14a 

Jjtxington  brig,  teamen   belonging  to  encouraged,  9 

Li>jht  dragoons  their  eiiablifhnaent  and  pay,  8-8 

Lincoln 
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Lincoln  Benjamin,  appointed  major  general,  70 

Livingfton  governor,  requeits  a  fupply  of  ammunition,  395 

granted,  it  id 

„ —  to  retain  or  fend  out  the  militia  at  discretion,  31  6 

Lewiftown,  a  guard  ftationed  at,  101 

Loan  offices  recommended,  531 

certificates,  the  intereft  on,  * .85 

Lottery,  drawing  of  poftponed,  316 

M. 
Mac  Arthur,  prifoner  of  North  Carolina,  permitted  to 

return  thither  with  Alexander  Mac  Kay,  IC2 

M'Kann  Thomas,   pardoned,  241 

M' Donald  Angus,   admitted  to    his  parole,  31 
M'Donald  Allen,  captain  prifoner,  allowed  to  nego- 

ciate  his  exchange  in  perfon,  339 

M'Dougal  brigadier,   appointed  major  general,  ^46 

M'Intofh  George,  orders  to  fecure  him,  4 

•    ■            general  to  be  relieved  on  his  command,  206 

to  repair  to  head-quarters,  314 

Major  generals,  five  appointed,  70 
M'Gruder,  colonel's    regiment  to   join  general  Wa/h- 

ington,  31 

Malmedy  moniieur,  colonel,  1 79 
Marine  committee,  members  added  to  it,         5.  14.  215.  5S  3 

in              report,  170 

■         —  five  members  of,   to  form  aboard,  216 

.    -      —  board  of  aiaftants  to,   appointed  17I 

1  members,  ibid 

— to  lit  out  two  fire  (hips,  280 

Maffachufetts-Bay,  barracks  advifed  to  be  built  in,  93' 
-■-—  Council  defired  to  treat  colonel  Campbell, 

prifoner,  with  lenity,  21 1 

.         —  Council  of  a  letter  to,  602 

-         —  the  Affembly  of  a   letter  to,  33 

Mafon.  colonel's  regiment  to  be  furnifhed  wth  cloth,  30 
Medical  committee,  members  added  to  it,                       6.  103 
■  ■report,                                                                       13.  q6 

— — ~ —  their  powers  relative  to  the  hofpitals,  112 

— empowered  to  appoint  an  agent  in  each  (late,        55 

Meigs  lieutenant  colonel,  honored  by  Congrtis,  295 

Memorial  of  Daniel  Hat.veii,  403 

■             of  coloqel  £  lower,  400 

Mercer 
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Mercer  general,  a  committee  to  confer  honors  on  hi* 

memory,  44 

1 report,  1 24 

Mifflin  Thomas,  appointed  major  general,  70 
..              major  general,  refigns  the  office  of  quartcr- 

mafter  general,  481 

Militia  of  Delaware  called  out,                 350.  266.  303.  342. 

■  ■  ■  to  hold  therafelves  in  readinefs.  220 
.  1  of  Maryland,  303.  342 
m...      ■—  of  Pennfylvania,                              298.  303,  342.  338 

—  of  New-Jerfey,  3°3«  S3^ 

■  regulations  concerning  the, 

Military  Itores  to  be  removed,  IIO 

. to  be  fecured,  39 1 

. fevere  punifhment  for  deltroying  them,  415 

. the  importation  of  them  recommended,  369 

• an  account  of  them  in  the  magazines  to  be  laid 

before  Congrefs,  370 
to  be  kept  in  readinefs  for  a  removal,  371 

■  to  be  purchafed  by  the  commiflioners  in  France,  488 
•■               cheft  in  the  northern  department   referred  to 

the  board  of  treafury,  J 18 

« hofpital.  directions  concerning  it,  1 50 

Mines  lead  and  fulphur,  perfens  fkilled  in  working 

them  to  be  engaged,  488 

Moeball  Nicholas  George,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  216 

Molefworth  James,  his  fentence  approved  by  Congrefs  105 

Mollitton  William,  lieutenant  in  thtf  navy,  324. 
Money  (truck  under  the  King  of  Great-Britain  to  be 

called  in,  i><1$ 

emiffions  of  to  be  ftruck,  196.  J  jl.  4F0.  555 

farther  emilhons  of,  difapproved  of,  531 

Morgan  doctor  John,  director  general  of  the  hofpitals 

difmiffed,  13 

Morgan  George,  his  letters  referred  to  a  committee  7 

'              report,  10 

allowed  colonel's  rank  and  pay,  1 1 

an  enquiry  into  his  conduct  ordered,  451 


his  cafe  referred  to  the  commiflioners  for  Fort  Pitt,  523 

Morris  major  Appolos,  ordered  under  an  arrell  219 

■  admittedto  parole,  248 

Morehead  Samuel    appointed  captain,  32 

Muhlenberg  P.  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 
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Nafh  Francis,  efquire,  elc&cd  brigadier,  50 

1,       -  ordered  to  Billingfport,  27  # 

too  head  quarters,  27! 

— —  x  monument  to  be  erefted  to  his  memory,  472 
Nary  board,  eaftcrn  department,  further  powers,  452«455*599 

— —  officers  their  fubfi  fiance,  226 

■■         twelve  of  them  difmiffed,  292 

reftored,  298 

Nelfon  J.  captain,  his  company  added  to  colon*!  John- 

lion's  battalion,  99 
New- York  and  the  eaftern  ftatea  exhorted  to  reinforce 

the  army,  278 
•— r—  convention  of,  their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  that 

ftate  ordered  to  be  tranflatcd  into    German 

and  printed,  24 
«■■■  —  ■  perfons  defiring  leave  to  go  thither  to  apply  to 

the  board  of  war,  286 

Nicholfon  captain,  fufpeaded,  164 

Nicola  Lewis,  appointed  colonel  of  the  invalids,  246 
North-Carolina  artillery  to  be  taken  iato  continental 

pay,  274.288 

-  battalion  put  on  the  continental  eftablifhment,  240 
■■   '  '■  advifed  to  remove  their  military  ftores,  3S9 

-  ■  ■■■  a  committee  to  confider  that  ftate,  ibid. 
.Northern  department,  its  limits,  195 
— —  five  hundred  rifle  men  ordered  there,  333 
Noarth  George,  deputy  muftermafter  generalj  130 
North  River,  provifion  made  for  its  defence,               '99  377 

O. 

Oath  of  fidelity,  ordered  to  be  publifhed,  25 
Officers  difproportion  of  their  number  to  that  of  the 

privates,  reprovad,  26 

.  .     regulations  concerning  their  rank,  109 

■  appointed  to  colonel  Haaen's  regiment,  1  ,4 

■  ■  ■'   recruiting  of  the  cavalry,  their  allowance,  500 

-  advifed  to  divide  thcmfelves  into  mcflcs*  586 

• continental,  to  join  their  corps,  304 

Otis  S.  A.  his  letter,  report  of  a  committee  thereof  585 
*        divers  regulations  in  confequence  recommended 

to  the  feveral  ftates,  ibid* . 
*— —  Copy  of  a  circular  letter  to  attend  the  faid  regu- 
lations, f*9 
£  e  e  »■  Jfp 
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Paine  Mr.  R.  T.  to  purchafe  a  number  ©f  howitzers,  6* 
—        Thomas,  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreig* 

affairs,  1^.2 

Painter  Elifha  his  petition,  15 

his  cafe  considered,  154 

Pardons  may  be  granted  by  the  commanders  of  di!lric\ 

departments,  242 

Papers  public,  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Clarke,  J93 
Pattcrfon  Samuel,  to  provide  arroe  for  colonel  Hazcn's 

battalion,  4 

«  J.  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 

Patton's   colonel    regiment,  captain  Burke's  company 

annexed  thereto,  1 81 
Payraafter  <jeseral's  department,  pay  thereof  augmented,  338 

Payrolls,  mode  of  drawing  up  enquired  into,  138 

Patients  or  [tores  in  Trenton  to  be  remorcd,  396 

•= order  fufperided,  396 

Peale  St  Gsorgcxoinmiffkry  of  military  ftores  InMaryland,  47 
Pennfylvania  council   of,    committee  to  confer  with 

them  report,  l$f 

— —  their  letter  referred  to  a  committee,  $i. 

* '  report,  36 

Perth,  Joha  honorable,  prifoner,  fent  to  Virginia,  325 

Petition  of  Somerset  and  Worccftcr  counties,  44 

— —  fee  further,  46 

— —  of  fundry  lieutenants  of  the  navy,  291 

■ of  John  Daniel  and  Luther  Martin  considered,  44 

P.  Philips,  commiffary  for  hides,  24$ 

— reiigns,  299 

Pitt  and  Randolph  forts,to  be  garrifoned  and  victualled,  10. 1 1 

Poe  David,  quart ermalter  for  Baltimore,  5X9 

Phoenix  fee  appeal;  17 

Poor    Enoch  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 

rVtt.-office,  regulations  concerning  the,  16 

committee:  to  rcvifc  them,  66 

■— — perfons  concerned  therein  exempt  from  military 

duty,  172 

further  regulations  concerning,  442 

to  be  eftablifhed  in  Georgia,  $°5 

Prefcot  major  general,  taken  prifoner,  286 

Prifoners  from  Baltimore,  removed,  3 

with  the  enemy  to  be  fnpplied,  6*24 

of  North-Carolina,    report  of  a  committee  on 

theii  petition,  *2 

— —  fent  to  Virginia,  1 8 

Prifonerr 
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jprifoners,  Heflian  officers  ordered  to  Dumfries,  21 
»-;    .  .  ...  American,  a    committee   to    enquire   into  the 

enemy's  conduct  towards,  a  ; 

»f  North  Carolina,  their  letter,  49 

1 —.a  committee  appointed  toconlidcr  their  Situation,  6n 

.'     admitted  to  parole,  77 

propofals  for  accommodating  them,  2ji 

.              of  war,   what  perfons  arc  fuch,  415 

fent  to  Virginia,   how  accommodated,  412 

.  ,           exchange  of  left  to  general  Wafhingtoa,  317 

K5 of  ftatc  where  removed  to,  302 

■  and  public  (lores  removed  to  York-Town,  342 

—  to    be  delivered   to  the  commiiTary    general  of 

prifoners  when  required,  250 
Printing  preffes   from    Philadelphia  to  be   removed  to 

Gcrmantown.  4°^ 

■1  ■  ■■  ^o  be  erected  in  York-Town,  443 
Prices  of  article*  to  be  regulated,  ^4-  5il 
Pro&or   colonel's   regiment,    continental   commiffions 

granted  to,  284 

Providence,  an  attack  on  advifed,  M? 
Provifions  to  be  removed  from  Philadelphia,  14  J.  39$ 
•              fupply  of  for  the  army,  report  of  the  committee 

concerning  it,  *4 

■  falted,  council  of  Maffachufetts   requefted    %o 

procure  as  much  as  poffible,  579 

Polafki  count,  appointed  commander  of  horfe,  394 
Putnam  general,  to  make  a  return  of  the  troops  ur.der 

his  command,  287 

. -  to  have  the  allowance  of  major  general,  367 

. to  reinforce  general  Washington,  388 

Quakers,  feveral  apprehended,  3"r 

.               ordered  to  be  fent  into  Virginia,  569 

«...  their  remonftrance,  37* 

CMjariermaflers  department,  report  thereon  confidered,  183 

m..  ,  —    re  illations  concerning  the  fame,  ibid 

— - — —  pay  afcertaincd,  **7 

R. 

Rations,  regulations  concerning,  5*° 

K'c;  Jofeph  *oiunel,  appointed  brigadier,  i?9 

Rttatiuentat  paymaltersj  their  pay  augmented,  104 

Regiments 
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Regiment*,  nine  continental  to  join  general  Washington,     r© 
Rhode-Ifland  refolve  of,  concerning  their  delegates,  379 

*        —  an  attack  on  advifed,  141 

1 the  failure  of  that  expedition  enquired  into,         J44 

Remonftranceof  the  aiTembly  of  Pennsylvania  confidered,  58 1 
Richardfon  colonel,  hi*  battalion  to  be  fupplied,  3^9 

Hickman  doctor,  fufpended,  583 

Roach   captain,  fufpended,  333 

Roe  James  efquire,  commiflary  general  «f  purchafes,        314 
Rufh  Benjamin  doftor,  phyfician  general  of  the  middle 

department,  263 

•    >  d. 

Salt,  a  committee  for  fupplying  the  ftatej   with  that 

article,  212 

« importation  of  it  advifed,  233.  285 

— ■■  -     ■  ■  provifion  For  obtaining  a  fupply  of,  450 

Saratoga,  convention  of  to  be  publifhed,  464 

■■  no   propofition  for   altering  it  will  be  received 

'  unlefs  directed  to  Congrcfs,  579 

Schuyler  general,  a  committee  on  his  letter,  7 

■  report,  18 

his  letter  difpleafes  Congrefs,  89 

• ■  his  conduct  enquired  into,  146 

• to  take  the  command  of  the  northern  department,   195 

Scott  captain,  his    volunteer  company  taken  into  pay, 

and  ordered  to  join  general  Wafhington,  41S 

• Charles  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  107 

Secretary's  office  regulated,  97 

• to  brigadiers,  the  ir  falary,  241 

to  commander  of  the  northern  department,  his 

falary,  ibid. 

— to  foreign  commiffioners  appointed,  544 

Ships,   three  osntinental  to  be  fitted  out,  yi 

*— enemy's,  rewards  for  deftroying,  314 

"        —  Lion,  feveral  of  her  crew  condemned  and   re- 
commended to  mercy,  509 
■ — — —  pardoned,  ibid 

* building  Mopped,  296 

Shippen  doclor,  a. committee  to  examine  his  plan,  m 

" appointed  director  general  of  the  military  hofpitals,  130 

Signers  of  the  money  appointed,  79. 15. 3  P.  31. 44. 47. 48 

55  J6.58. 61.67. 69 
Smallwood  general,  ordered  to  Maryland  344 

Smith  colonel  honored  by  Cosgi'els,       *-  4.73 

■'■'■■-■■■  ,  Soldiers 
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Soldiers  who  were  fervants,  no  floppage*  10  be  made 

from  their  pay,  *92 

_____  difabled.  provilion  made  for  them,  203 

. to  be  furnifhed  with  their  bounty  of  cloathing,  375 

— of  Virginia,  re-inlilling  them  advifed,  538 

.  to  receive  their  bounty  in  cloathing  inftcad  of 

money  at  their  option,  5S3 

Spear  William,  fuperintendant  of  the  prefs,  77 

Spotfwood  colonel's  refignation  not  accepted,  548 
Somerfet  and  Worceflcr  counties,  force  lent  againfl  the 

infurgeats  of,  54 
South  Carolina,  a  committee  to  take   that   ftate  into 

confideration,  3-9 

Stark  general,  honored  by  Congrefs,  41* 

-             appointed  brigadier,  ibid 

States- Ifkn J,  enquiry  into  the  expedition  againfl,  364 

States,  fereral  defired  to  fend  members  to  Congrefs,  567 
■     ■         refpe&ively  advifed  not    to  fill  up  the  vacant 

commiffions  in  their  regiments  until  further,  603 

St.  Glair  Arthur,   appointed  major  general,  7° 

directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  J09 

Stephen  Adam,  appointed  major  general,  70 

— colonel  to  purchafe  arms,  85 

Stewart  Archibald,  efquire,  deputy    commifTary  gene- 
ral of  iffiies,  3 '4 
■•             colonel's  regiment  added  to  the  Pennfylvania  line,  495 
Stirling   lord,  appointed  major  general,  70 

■ his  requelt  anfwered,  92 

Stockton  Mr.  Richard,  member  of  Congrefs  captured 

by  the  enemy,  6 
Stringer  doctor  Samuel,  director  of  the  hofpital  in  the 

northern  department,  difmiffed,  13 
Sullivan  major  general,  refolve  of  Congrefs  on  his  let- 
ters, 270 

— — his  recall  from  the  army,  391 

1               left  to  general  Wafhington,  397 
1    ■   Congrefs  plea  fed  with  the  refult  of  an  enquiry 

into  his  conduct,  446 

Suflcx  county,  meafurcs  for  its  defence,  55* 

T. 

Talbut,  recommended  to  general  Wafhington,  426 

Taylor  John,   efquire,  appointed  colonel,  24. 

Tax  recommended,  how  proportioned  to  the  flates,  530 

Thankfgiving 
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Thankfgivlng.  day  of  recommended,  464 

-  recommendation  for  th.it  purpofe,  467 

Ticonderoga,  troops  there  in  want  of  blankets,  27Q 
———and  Mount    Independence,   evacuation   of  co- 
quired  into,  j 08 
Tories  in  Somerfet  and   Worctler  counties,  mcafures 

to  fupprefs  them,  46 

Tobacco  to  be  {hipped  to  the  commiffionerj  in  France,  549 

Treafury,  the  ftatc  of  it,  21 

m. —  members  added  to  it,               53.  174.  324..  and  555 

. — -  committee  on,   the  report,                 41.  1 60  and  1  8a 

Triefback  Joft,  captain,  74 

Troup  major,  lieutenant  colonel,  410 
Trumbull  governor,  requefted   to  lend    cannon  for  the 

defence  of  Ticonderoga,  (o 

,               committee  of  Congrefs  on  his  letter  report,  52 

. committee  to  confer  with  him,  206 

Tucker  Samuel,  appointed  captain  in  the  navy.  91 

V. 

Vallenais  monfieur,  aid  to  monfieur  de  la  Balrae,  27 l 

Varnum  J.  Mitchel  colonel,  appointed  brigadier,  73 

Varick  Richard,  deputy  muftermaller  general,  I  30 

VefMs    which  accounted  lawful  prizes,  432. 

Virginia,  the  continental  frigate,  her  feamen  encouraged,  9 

«_ light  horfe  taken  into  continental  pay,  19 

.  to  fupply  her  fecond  and  feventh  battalion  with 

arms,  4a 
.               troops  raifed  there  to  join  general  Wafhington,  70 
_               council,  lenity  toward*    their  prisoner*  recom- 
mended to,  2H 
.       —  dented  to  furnifh  Pitt/burgh  with  four  tons   of 

lead,  127 
.—       ■  .  council,  an  expedition  againft  the  Indians  re- 
commended to  them,  8l 

— -information   concerning  Indian    affairs   to   be 

tranfmitted  to  them,  82 

. council,  to  fufpend  their  operations  againft  the 

Indians,  5>9 
. accounts  of  againft  the  dates,  perfons  appoint- 
ed to  fettle  them,  399 
United  States  lottery,  drawing  of  poftponed,  4«4 
1    I.            managers  of,  9^ 

inhabitants  of  joining  the  enemy  how  dealt  with,  6  ,0 

United- 
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tJmted  Statei,  all  arms;  accoutrements,  &c.  belong- 
ing to  them  to  be  marked  with  United  Siatest  76 
»            the  purchafc  of  arms  recommended  to  them,  ibid 

W. 

Ward  Jofeph,  efquire,    commiflary  general  of  muftert,  13* 
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